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Turkeyis top destination

o o
for Iranian tourists
Head of Association of I[ranian Travel Agencies
saysthe price of foreign toursis facingdownward
trend and Turkey is the top destination for Iranian
tourists.
Speaking to ILNA, Hormatollah Rafiei said
in recent days and with the change of the
government, the countryis facing changes of
managers and officialsand some of the hurdles
inthe pasthave beenremoved. He noted that
currently officials are busy with their own
businessesand they have left the private sector
aloneand thishashelped the ground for activities
ofthe private sector to pickup.
He went on to say that tours for destinations of
Turkey, Dubai, Armenia and Russiaare underway
and Turkey tops the list of demands for foreign
tours by [ranians and if there isno unnecessary
meddling, Armenia can top thelistand currently
the demand for visiting Russiais on therise.
On the price of the foreign tours, Rafiei said
although the foreign tour markethas notpicked
upyet,one cansay the prices arelogical because
the tour operatorsact cautiously in ordernotto
lose their customers, and even in some cases the
pricesare facingthe downward trend because the
customersare notsignificant. He expressed hope
the marketwould pick up soon.
On travel to Russia or vice versa, Rafiei said
althoughrevoking group visa for Iranian tourists
to Russiahasnot comeinto effect yetanditis said
itwill come into effecton July 6, some of Iranians
visit Russiawith having fan IDs in order to watch
toEUR02020 matches. Hereiterated thatfanIDis
notavisaanditisjustalicense towatch the match
andthefanID holders should getvisasfirst.
He said thatifIranistohostRussiantoursand
tourists, itshould pave the ground, adding that
currently 80 percent of Russian tourists go to
Turkey and they need to get familiar with Iran
through promotional programsin order toattract
them.

Renewables account for
generating 8% of electricity
in South Khorasan

Abouteight percentof Iran’s western South
Khorasan province’s electricity comes from
renewable sources, and there are currently 456
solar farmsin the province that generate 23
megawatts (MW) of electricity, accordingtoa
provincial official.

Making the remarksinaSunday press conference
ofwaterand electricity industry directors of South
Khorasan, whichwasheld onthe occasion of water
and electricity consumption saving week, Saeed
Dadgar, the managing director of the province’s
Power Distribution Company, said thatinvesting
inwind and solarenergyisaunique capacity inthe
province thatcanbeused.”

He said: "Due to the fact that many power plants
inthe countryare dependent on water, the low
rainfalllastyearand this springhashad anadverse
effect on the water stored behind dams and
electricity generation."“Due to the decreasein
rainfalland drop in the amount of water behind
the dams this year, we have special conditions in
the generation and distribution of electricity,and
South Khorasan Power Distribution Companyisa
provincial company that mustreceive electricity
from the province's entry points and distribute it
throughoutthe province” he stated.

Hesaid thatthe average rate of power outagesin
South Khorasanislower than the country,adding,
“Blackouts and power outages are not specific to
South Khorasanandisanational program.
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Iran’s QI petchem outputup %7 yr/yr

Petrochemical production hasrisen seven

percentinlran duringthe firstthree months

ofthe currentIranian calendar year (March

-21June 21), compared to the same period of

time in the pastyear, according to an officialin

the National Petrochemical Company (NPC).

Jalal Mir-Hashemi,
the NPC’sdirector
forthe production
control, put the

N Ew s three-month

NEWS petrochemical
SINET output at 16.3
million tons, and

highlighted that the
petrochemical plants
operated with a good
capacity during this
period, Shanareported.

o

With the measures
taken and the
sustainable supply

of feed in the current
year, the production of
various products in
petrochemical complexes
hasincreased and while
meeting the needs of
domestic markets, the
export programs have
alsobeenrealized, Mir-
Hasheminoted.

Emphasizingthatlran's
petrochemicalindustryis
oneofthemostimportant
pillars of the country's
development and the
driving force of the
economy, he said: “The
main approach of the

National Petrochemical
Company is to complete
the production chain,
diversify the products,
provide feedstock for
domesticindustries and
increase theadded value
of the products in this
industry.”

Mentioning the current
year’s motto which is
“Production: Support
and Elimination of
Obstacles” Mir-Hashemi
noted that the Iranian
petrochemicalindustryis
ready toachieve the goals
of production growth in
the currentyear.

"All conditions and
infrastructure have been
provided to achieve a
leapinproductioninthe
Iranian petrochemical
industry in the current
year; with the measures

taken this year, the idle
production capacities of
some existing complexes
will also be revived,” he
said.

The petrochemical
industry plays a crucial
role in Iran’s non-
oil economy, as the
petrochemical export
is the second-largest
source ofrevenue for the
country after crude oil.
Petrochemical exports
already constitute
nearly 33 percentofthe
country’snon-oil exports.
According to Iranian Oil
Minister Bijan Namdar
Zanganeh, the country
is currently producing
nearly 70 million tons of
petrochemical products
annually and by the end
oftheindustry’s second
development leap, the

country’s petrochemical
production capacity is
projected toreach 100
milliontons peryear.

The minister has pointed
to the diversification of
products, greater use of
liquid feedstock,andland
preparation, as some of
theimportantfactorsto
be takenintoaccountfor
the future development
of the petrochemical
industry, and said: “In
thisindustry, great work
hasbeendoneincreating
knowledge, indigenizing

technologies, and
cooperation with
universities.”

The production capacity
of Iran’s petrochemical
industry is expected to
be increased from 100
million tons to 133
million tons atthe end of

Iran ranked world’s
10th largest steelmaker
inJan.-May2021:
WSA

Iranwasranked the world’s tenth-largest
steel producerin the first five months
of 2021, Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Developmentand Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO) announced
referringto thelatestdatareleased by the
World Steel Association (WSA).
Accordingtothe WSA'sdata, Iran produced
12.5 milliontons of crude steelin January-
May 2021, registeringa9.2 percentgrowth
compared tothe same periodin 2020.

The Islamic Republic’s steel output stood
at2.6 milliontons in May,indicatinga 7.7

percentriseyearonyear.

Based onthe mentioned data, the world’s
top 64 steel makers managed to produce
837.5milliontonsof steelinthe mentioned
fivemonthstoregistera14.5-percentrise
from the figure for the last year’s same
period.Also, the production of world’s
major steel producers reached 174.4
million tonsinthe said month, witha16.5
percentincrease over the same period last
year.Producing 473.1 millionand 48.6
milliontonsofthe product, Chinaand India
stood atthefirstand second placesinthe
said period, respectively, while Japan stood
atthird place producing 40 million tons of
crudesteel.

The U.S., Russia, South Korea, Germany,
Turkey, and Brazil took fourth to ninth
places, respectively.

The Iranian Steel industry has been
constantly developing over the pastyears
againstall the pressures and obstacles
created by outside forces like the U.S.
sanctions and the coronavirus outbreak
thathasseverely affected the performance
oftheworld’stop producers.

The country is expected to climb to
seventh placeamongthe world’stop steel
producers by the Iranian calendar year
1404 (March2025).

Accordingto the former Acting Minister
of Industry, Mining, and Trade Hossein
Modares Khiabani, the production
capacity of the country's steel chain
increased from 123 million tons in the
Iranian calendar year 1392 (ended in
March 2014) to 230 million tons in the
previousyear (ended on March 20).

NO 798

Solution: NO 797

Domestic manufacturers supply $0% of
equipmentused in Goreh-Jaskpipeline project

More than 80 percent of out through the Strait of
the equipment, machinery,
and technical parts used
in the strategic Goreh-
Jask pipeline project have
been supplied by domestic
companies, the former
Acting Industry, Mining,
and Trade Minister Hossein
Modarres Khiabani hassaid.
As Shana reported, the
mentioned pipeline project
isgoingto provide Iran with
analternative route for the
country’s crude oil exports
thatare currently carried

Hormuz. The pipeline will
open anew gate for [ranian
oil to the Indian Ocean by
transferringitfrom Goreh
in Bushehr Province to Jask
onthe shores of Oman Gulf.
“With the launch of this
huge project, the density
of Iran's trade will be
transferred from the
Persian Gulf to the Sea
of Oman, the country's
trade plan will change
geopolitically,” Modarres
Khiabani said.
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Nearly
215,000
tons of copper
concentrate
producedin2

months

Iran produced
214,854 tonsof copper
concentrate during
the first two months
ofthe currentIranian
calendaryear (March
21-May21),whichwas
three percent more
than the figure for the
same period of timein
the pastyear.
Production of copper
concentrate stood at
106,487 tons in the
second month of this
year, with no change
formthat of the same
month ofthe previous
year.

Theperiodical reports
and statisticsindicate
that Iran’s metals
sectoris progressing
both in terms of
productionand export
despite thelimitations
imposed by the U.S.
sanctions.

The country’s copper
industry is moving
forward noticeably,
assome outstanding
projects are
implemented.
Meanwhile, in early
April, the managing
director of National
[ranian Copper
Industries Company
(NICIC) announced the
discovery of onebillion
tons of new copper
reservesinthe country.
NICIC carried out
101,000 meters
of deep drilling to
identify new copper
reserves across the
countryinthe previous
Iranian calendar year
(ended on March 20),
which resulted in
the discovery of one
billion tons of new
reserves, Ardeshir
Sa'd-Mohammadisaid
inapressconference.
Sa’d-Mohammadi
put the value of the
discoveredreservesat
350trillionrials (about
$8.3 billion).
According to the
official, NICIC had also
discovered 523 million
tonsof copperreserves
across the country
during the Iranian
calendar year 1398
(March 2019- March
2020).

Considering the new
discoveries, NICIC's
total copperreserves
across the country
have currently
surpassed eightbillion
tons.
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oPrCw
Chief'Voices
Solidarity

with Victims

of Sardasht
Chemical
Attack

The director general
of the Organization
for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons
(OPCW) extended
sympathies to and
expressed solidarity
with the people of
Sardashton the 34th
anniversary of a
chemical attackbythe
formerlragiregimeon
the Iranian town.

In a message on
Monday, June 28,

OPCW Director-
General Fernando
Ariascommemorated

the 1987 chemical
weapon attack on
Sardashtin northwest
Iran.

The Spanish diplomat
alsostressed the need
for the international
community toreaffirm
its commitmentto the
Chemical Weapons
Convention and its
noble goal to rid the
world of chemical
weapons.
Whatfollowsisthetext
ofhismessage:

“I deliver these
remarks on the
34th anniversary of
the 1987 chemical
weaponsattackonthe
village of Sardashtin
Iran.

The 28th of June
is a solemn day of
commemoration for
the Organization for
the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons
(OPCW)aswepauseto
rememberthevictims
ofthatbrutal attack.

[ have been with the
victimsin Tehranand
in The Hague and I
share with them their
painand their feelings.
Onbehalfofthe OPCW,
[ wish to extend my
deepestsympathies
to and express my
solidarity with the
people of Sardasht.
This tragic
anniversary is a
momentous occasion
for the international
community to
reunifyin our shared
condemnation  of
chemicalweapons.
Indeed, the universal
revulsion of such
attacks contributedin
averyimportantway
for an outstanding
majority of countries
intheworldtosignthe
Chemical Weapons
Conventionin 1993.

=

Leaderslams Western countries for sheltering terrorists
TEHRAN, Jun. 28 (MNA) - While criticizing Western countries on the issue ofhumanrights, Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneisaid thatitisridiculous that Western countries
claimtheyareadvocates ofhumanrights.Speakingin ameeting with the officials of Judiciary Branch
onthe occasion of Judiciary Week on Monday, Leader of the Islamic Revolution reiterated that
Western countries shelter the assassins of former Iranian Judiciary Chief Ayatollah Dr. Beheshtiand
72 true companions ofthe [slamic Revolution on 7th of Tir (June 28) and then claim the human rights
blatantly. Turning to the salient characteristics and achievement of Shahid Dr. Beheshti, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei said that the late Dr. Beheshti was founder of the Islamicjustice in a way that
hehadinitiated anew movement for the Judiciary Branch of the Islamic Republic of [ran.Munafeqin
(MKO) committedaheinous crimeand assassinated Dr. Beheshtiand his 72 true companions, he said,
addingthat Western countries harbored perpetrators of the assassination committed by MKO and it
isamatterofregretto say thatthese Western countriesare claimants ofhumanrights.

Nodecision made on whether to delete
IA EA cameradata

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman said

that no decision has yet been made on

whetherto delete the International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA) cameradata.

Speaking in his
weekly press
conference on
Monday, Saeed
Khatibzadeh

NEWs

m_answered

questions on a
widerange oftopics.
No new decision yet
been made on deletion of

information

Inresponse toaquestion
aboutthe Viennatalksand
thediscussionofatechnical
agreementwith the Agency,
Khatibzadehsaid, "Thelaw
of the Parliament on the
obligations and duties of
the government is quite
clear. No new decision
hasyetbeen made on the
subject of the technical
agreementwith the Agency,
whetherto continue ornot,
aswell asthe deletion of
information."
"Negotiations have
reached apoint whereall
parties must make their
own decisions. We have
made the decisions we
should have made and we
are waiting for the other
parties, including the
United States, to make their
decisions,"headded.

"If the JPCOA is alive
today, itis because of the
decision that Iran made
after the withdrawal of
the United States and the
inactions of the other
side," he said,adding "Iran
and the Iranian people
have played their partin
maintaining the JCPOA.
The other side should
know thatitis presentin
the talks as the culprit,and
the United Stateshas made
every effortto destroy the
JCPOA. We witnessed the
hypocritical and bullying

behavior of the United
States."

Regarding the technical
agreement between
Iran and the Agency, he
noted, "The Parliament's
resolutionis binding, and
the agreement with the
[AEA was an agreement
to address some of the
IAEA's concerns within
the framework of the
Parliament's resolution.
We agreed with Agency
notto collectthe cameras
and not to share their
information with it. Three
months passed and an
internal decisionwasmade
insideIrannottodelete the
information, butsince the
day the Parliament's law
came into force, no extra-
safeguard access hasbeen
giventothe [AEA."
Afghanistan's security,
unity importantforIran
Answering a question
aboutthe official stance of
Iranagainstthe Talibanand
the latest developments
in Afghanistan, the
Iranian foreign ministry
spokesman said, "We are
holding talks with different
parties of Afghanistan. We
believe that the genuine
intra-Afghan dialogue
is the only solution for
Afghanistan. We have
always said that we are
ready tofacilitate talks."

"The Taliban are not all
Afghanistan. They are
part of Afghanistan and
part of the government
and the future solution of
Afghanistan,” he added.
"Thisisanissue thathas
been said many times,
and whatisimportantis
aninclusive government
that includes all the
genuine Afghan groups
and achieves a peaceful
and lasting solution in
Afghanistan.”

"The security of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and
Afghanistanisvery closely
linked,” Khatibzadeh
noted, stressing, "Whatis
importanttousissecurity,
unity, an inclusive and
authentic governmentin
Afghanistan.”

He went on to say,
"Violence in Afghanistan
has escalated toalarming
levelsand some minorities
are under pressure. We
want everyone to respect
theirrights. Onlya political
solution can guarantee
Afghanistan's future."
Political solution only
lasting solution toregional
issues
Inresponsetoaquestion
about some of the news
on the presence of the
TurkisharmyinIdlib due
totherequestofErdogan,
the spokesman said, "A

US tactics in JCPOA negotiations

The failure of sanction policy of the Trump administration hasled the
Biden administration to the pointthatit can use different strategiesin
ordertoobtain concessionsin Viennatalks on the United States' return
tothe 2015 Irannuclear deal.Inline with securing the strategies, US
President]oe Bidentriestointensify sanctions on Iranwhile opensdoors
todiplomacy, puts pressure on Tehranviainternational communityand
Europeantroika (the European Commission, the European Central Bank
and the International Monetary Fund), and gives green light to Arab-
Hebrew axis to getin the way of the revival of the Joint Comprehensive

PlanofAction (JCPOA).

The]CPOAhasbeen exposedto differentsorts of negotiating tactics from
the US. Of course, the formerand incumbentadministrations have had
undeniable differences on the way they push forward their strategy in
thisrespect.The Trump administration neglected international norms
andregulations, especiallywhen they pull outof the nuclear agreement
inMay2018.Former US President Donald Trumpwas of the opinion that
putting pressure on Iran will force Tehranto abandon its demands and

political solutionis the only
lasting solution to regional
issues. Theregion is too
tired of war and violence
and unbridled terrorism,
and we mustall help find
peaceful solutions to
crises.”

"The Middle Eastregion
hashad problems since the
emergence of the occupier
regime in the occupied
territories, none of which
remain unresolved.
Everyone should help to
resolve the accumulated
crisesintheregion within
a regional framework,"
he added.JCPOA mustbe
implemented completely,
nolessandnomore
Khatibzadeh also pointed
totherecentremarksof US
National Security Advisor
Sullivan, saying, "US
officials know that these
issuesareanti-JCPOA,and
these statements are made
in complete opposition to
the]JCPOA.Thenuclearand
missile issues have been
setoutin the JCPOA and
the UN Security Council
Resolution 2231. We
will not allow Iran to be
considered an exceptionin
international relations.
What has been agreed
in the JCPOA must be
implemented completely,
no less and no more, he
added.

acceptre-negotiation of the nuclear deal, butsuchastrategy doomed
tofailureinreal world.Butthe new US team pursues intensification of
pressure concurrentwith opening diplomacy window. The White House
continued sanctions campaign and dispatched Robert Malley, Special
Envoy for Iran, to Vienna, Austria, while Iran and the P4+1 group (the
UK, Russia, China, France plus Germany) aswell as the European Union
discusstherevival ofthe nuclearaccord.The White House has tried to
portrayadisappointing situation of the Joint Commission meetings of
the]JCPOAinVienna. To thisaim, American authorities accuse Tehran of

paradoxical stancesin orderto createalimbo for the Iranian people. But

the[ranian officialshave adopted optimisticstance on the issue oflifting
sanctions. The Western side has stressed the remaining disagreements,
whichrequireIran'saction,inabidto followupits propaganda campaign
againstthe Islamic Republic.Antony Blinken, US Secretary of State, has
said thatthe withdrawal ofhis team from the Vienna talksisimminent.
Observersbelieve that such comments have their roots in the United
States' psychological tactic to bewilder the Iranian side and try to get

Yemenis Attack Saudi Targets with Missiles, Drones

Yemeniarmy forces, backed by allied fighters from Popular Committees, launched massive drone
and missile attacks on multiple militaryinstallations in Saudi Arabia.

Brigadier General Yahya Saree, aspokesman for the Yemeni Armed Forces, said early Monday that
Yemeni forces had used five ballistic missiles and five drones inacombined operation on “sensitive”
military sites in southwestern Saudi Arabia over the previous 24 hours, according to Al Masirah
news.The operation targeted acamp of the Saudi National Guard in Najran,and military positions
in AbhaInternational airportin the city of Abhaas well as King Khalid Air Base in Khamis Mushait.
Saree said in a tweetthatthe hitwas accurate.He stressed that the operation was carried outin
retaliation for Saudi Arabia's continued siege and aggression against Yemen.Saudi Arabiaand some
ofitsregionalallies, backed by the US and other Western powers, have been waginga devastating
war on Yemen beginningin March 2015 toreinstall Yemen’s former president Abd Rabbuh Mansour
Hadi, astaunchally of Riyadh, and crush the popular Ansarullah movement.
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Americans escape from
Afghanistanirresponsibly: Iran
FM advisor

[ran’s Foreign Ministry Director-General for West-
AsiaSeyyed Rasoul Mousavi stressed that Americans
escaped from Afghanistanirresponsibly and putthe
countryonthebrinkofcivilwar.

“Americans escaped from Afghanistanirresponsibly
andputthe country onthebrinkof civilwar: Itisessential
thatthe Afghan government, Taliban, Mujahideenand
all Afghan National Forces save the country by takinga
responsibleapproachto the future of Afghanistanand
adopting courageousdecisionsinthisregard,” Rasoul
Mousaviwrote onhisofficial Twitteraccount.

US Sanctions Impeding
Iranian Chemical Attack
Victims’ Access to Medication:
Zarif

Foreign Minister of Iran Mohammad Javad Zarif
slammedthe USsanctionsasamainobstacle preventing
thedelivery of medicine and equipmentto the [ranians
victimized by chemicalweapons.
ZarifonMondayreleased amessagein commemoration
ofthevictimsofthe 1987 chemicalbombingof Sardasht
bytheregimeofformerIraqidictator Saddam Hussein.
Theforeign ministersaid the city of Sardasht, located
innorthwestIran, hasbecome the symbol of use of
chemicalweaponsagainstciviliansandresidentialareas
inthemodernage.

He also noted that the Iranian people harmed by
chemicalattackshave fallen victim to the “anti-human
policiesof certain Westernstates” twotimes: oncewhen
Western companies provided Saddam with chemical
weaponswhiletheirrepresentativesatthe UN Security
Council turned ablind eye to the chemical crimesand
gave Saddam carteblancheinusing chemicalweapons
againstcivilians, and then again during the tenure of
former US president Donald Trump when the brutal
and anti-human sanctions prevented the delivery of
drugsand medical equipmentto thevictimsof chemical
attacksinlIran.

Zariflashed outatthe current US administration for
maintaining the failed policies of its predecessor by
keepingtheillegal sanctionsagainstIraninplace.
Thetoplraniandiplomatmadetwoproposalstoprevent
arecurrence of the humanitarian catastrophes caused
by theuse ofweaponsofmassdestruction.
Theperpetrators ofuse of chemical weapons mustbe
broughttojustice withtheiraccomplicesandassociates,
he stressed, adding that the memory of victims of
chemicalweaponsmustbehonored constantlyand the
veteranssufferingfrom chemicalinjuries mustalsobe
commemorated.

Located in Iran's northwestern province of West
Azarbaijan, Sardashtwasthethird cityintheworld after
Japan’s Hiroshima and Nagasaki tobecome atarget of
Weapons ofMass Destruction.OnJune 28and 29,1987,
Iragibombersattacked 4 crowded parts of Sardasht
with chemicalbombsandengulfeditsresidents, women
and children,youngand old, with fatal chemical gases.

maximum
concession in the nuclear

negotiations.The US has made relentless efforts to direct the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) whenitcomestoinspecting
Iran'snuclear facilities and activities. However, Tehran has cooperated
with theinternational agencyand tried to clarify its nuclear program.
The IslamicRepublic's one-sided collaboration and the United States'
refusal to abide by its commitments under the JCPOA moved Tehran to
itspeaceful nuclearactivities.
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Lifting of sanctions on paper not enough: Zonnour

Statingthat the verification oflifting sanctionsis a time-consuming process,amember of the Iranian
Parliament's National Security and Foreign Policy Committee said thatlifting of sanctions on paperisnot
enough.Inaninterviewwith Mehr News Agency, Mojtaba Zonnour said that overthe pastfewyears, the US
hasrepeatedly putpressure on European banksand companies and prevented them from communicating
withIran."Thelifting of sanctions on paperis notenoughand the sanctions should belifted in such away that
ifthe state and private sectors of our country wanttoimportand export, no country will tell them that Iran
isundersanctions," headded.Inaddition, Iran should notface any obstaclein the case of selling oil, he noted,

20000 Rials

adding, "Onthe otherhand, we mustbe able to transfer the money from the sale of oil. For example, about

$7.5billion of our oil salesin South Koreaare blocked."Emphasizing that verification of lifting sanctionsisa
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According to Iranian
parliament member
Alireza Salimi, the
inauguration ceremony
of the Iranian newly-
electpresidentEbrahim
Raeisiisscheduled tobe
heldon]uly3,2021.
[ranian lawmaker
Alireza Salimi made
the remarks on
Monday, saying that
the inauguration
ceremony ofthe Iranian
newly-elect president
Ebrahim Raeisi will be
heldonJuly 3,2021in
anopensessionofiran’s
Parliament.

Seyyed Ebrahim Raeisi
won Iran’s presidential
election which was
held on 18]June, gaining
61.95% ofthetotal votes.

time-consuming processand notatwo-day process, Zonnursaid, "The US only considers amaximum time
of48hourstoverify thelifting of sanctions."

Lieader slams Western countries
for sheltering terrorists o

Time for US to make hard decision on

JCPOA

Ahead ofinitiating the seventh round of talks in Austrian

capital, Vienna, torevive the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, the

Bidenadministration'sauthorities have changed theirtone,

while they are expected to make difficult decisions on their

country'sreturntotheagreement.

Antony Blinken, US Secretary of State, has
warned aboutthe future of nuclear talks at
thetime Iranis usingadvanced centrifuges,
adding thatthe Biden administration may
withdraw from the negotiationsin Vienna.
Abbas Araghchi, the top Iranian negotiator,
said that the signatories to the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) have
had enough negotiationsin Viennaand now
itisthetime of decision-making.

Iran's great decision to maintain the deal
helped keepitalive tillnow, Araghchinoted,
sayingthatitisthe othersides'turntocometo
conclusiononreviving the agreement.
Robert Malley, the United States' Special
Envoy for Iran, said in an interview with
National Public Radio (NPR) on Friday that
Iranians' demand for lifting all sanctions
imposed by the Trump administration
since 2018 seems to be difficult,adding that
the Americans wantto remove sanctions,
which are prerequisite for their return
to the nuclear agreement, and they will
notliftallbansimposed by the previous
administration.

Criticizingdirect US-Iran talks

Malley also criticized the situation thatdoes
notinvolvesIranandthe USindirecttalks,
sayingifboth sides met, they could do more
jobsinlesstime and they would be able to
avoid misunderstanding, but Tehraninsists
onrefusing any meeting until Washington

returnstothe JCPOA.

New Israeligovernment's greenlightto the

us

Blinken met Israeli Foreign Minister
Yair Lapid in Rome on Sunday. Lapid said
that the method of negotiations should
be professional and direct not in news

conferences.

Israel'snew PM Naftali Bennett pronounced

supportforthe Bidenadministration's policy
toward Iran, noting thatthe new government
in Tel Aviv will distance itself from former
premier Benjamin Netanyahu's reluctance
to cooperatewiththe USonIrannucleartalks.
UStryingto putpressure onlran

A diplomat told IRNA on condition of
anonymity thatthe US authorities' change
oftone is mostly aimed at putting pressure
instead of threatening. They want to
persuade Iran to accepttheir conditions,
becausetheyare well aware thatthreatening
Tehranwillnotbear fruit.

Accordingto the diplomat, itseemsthatthe
American officialsdonotwanttoincrease the
level of political tension with Iran. They know
thatthe Iranians willrespond to threats.
USonverge of critical decisions

AliVaez, Crisis Group's Iran Project Director,
told IRNA thatthe Viennatalks have entered
the phase of critical decision-making; so,
thedifferentsidesannounce their demands
clearly.

The analystwenton to say thatthereisno
properlegal mechanismin the United States
to assure the Islamic Republic thatanother
presidentoradministration willnotrepeat
the Trump administration's withdrawal from
the JCPOA.

Thenuclear deal should turninto a treaty,
which gets endorsement from two-third of
congressmen, and itisimpossible, butifit
getsthevotes,aUS president candiscarditby
anexecutive order.

However, let's wait and see whether
President]oe Biden can getrid ofthe bumps
thathispredecessor Donald Trump created
whenitcomestothe US's compliance withits
obligationsunder the JCPOA.

White House Thinks COVID19-Origins Analysis
May Not Give 'Definitive Answer': Report

As USintelligence agencies try to unravel the origins

ofthe COVID19-pandemic, the Biden administration

warns thatthe -90day inquiry may not offer athorough

explanation, areportsaid.

Citinganundisclosed source familiar with the
probe, The Wall Street Journal reported on
Sunday that the Intel has not yet unearthed
sufficient proofthat would settle the issue
over whether the virus was sparked by human
contactwith aninfected animal, or wasleaked
froma Chinese government-runvirologylab.
AsBidenisexpected toreceivea45-dayupdate
onthe matterinmid-July,a senior White House
official reportedly said that the US president
"ismindful of the factthatafter 90 days we may
nothave anabsolutely definitive answer, buthe
wanted afocused, intense, time-bound effort",
Sputnikreported.

Experts have suggested that understanding
the origins of the novel coronavirus could be
crucialin planning measures against future
pandemics. Over four million people worldwide
have diedasaresultofthe epidemic, which has
alsodevastated the global economy.

A British study published earlier this week
claimsthatthefirstinstances of COVID-19 could
have occurred between early October and mid-

November, with November 17 being the most
likely date.

On Wednesday, US lawmakers requested an
investigation into the 2019 Military World
Games in Wuhan, China, following several
athletes' allegations of coronavirus-like
illnessesand the portrayal of Wuhanasa"ghost
town" duringthe games.

Biden said thatthe USintelligence community
has "coalesced around two likely scenarios”,
buthasnotcome to afinal conclusion on the
issue. The president said that he asked US
intelligence to "redouble their efforts" to collect
and analyze information that will help bringa
final conclusion on theissue and inform him of
theresults within 90 days.

The prospect of the virus escaping from alab
was deemed "extremely unlikely" by a World
Health Organization team to Wuhan in late
March, which also inspected the facility thatis
claimed tobe the source of the leak. However,
the final reportdid notexclude the hypothesis
ofalabbreachatall.

Democrats had initially been skeptical, to say
theleast, about claims pushed by Trump that
thevirusallegedlyleaked froma Chineselab, but
lastmonth, Bidenissued an ordertoinvestigate
COVID-19's origins, reigniting the dispute. The
White House earlier circulated arelease that
did notrule out COVID-19 originating froma
labaccident.

Sports 0pp0rtlmityf0r so far,he hasseen thatlIranians
inte tionbetween areinterested in sports.Before
mnteractionbet the COVID-19 Pandemic, the
Tehran, Budapest: number of tourists who moved
Hungarian Envoy between the tw o cou ntries

Hungarian Ambassadorin Tehran
Zoltan Varga-Haszonits said that
sportgameshavealwaysbeenan
opportunity forinteraction and
cooperationbetween countries,
expressing confidence thatgood
thingswillhappenbetween Iran
and Hungary.Varga-Haszonits
madetheremarksinaninterview
withIRNA on Monday, sayingthat
in histwo-year presencein Iran

showed a good relationship
between Iranand Hungary, and
no doubt, after the crisis, great
cooperation and interaction
would be seen between the two
countriesin tourismagain, he
added.Hungarian Ambassador
to Tehran said thatanotherevent
hasrecently taken placein the
sportsoflranand Hungary,which
has brought the two countries

closerto each other; Tegball was
founded in Hungary and we are
proud thatthis field of sports was
inventedin our countryand today
ithasmanyfansall overthe world.
The Hungarian Ambas sador
said that currently, the Iranian
Shooting National Team is in
Hungary to prepare itself for
the Olympics, and the national
table tennis teamis scheduled
toleave for Hungary soon, and
thesearethefields ofinteraction
and cooperation between the
two countries and should be
considered.
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