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Monthly steel products
exportup 215% year onyear
Economy

Iran’sexportofsteel productsincreased 215 percent
duringthe firstmonth ofthe currentIranian calendar
year (March 21-April 21),as compared to the same
period oftime in the pastyear.

Asreported by the Industry, Mining, and Trade
Ministry, 265,000 tons of steel products were
exported during the mentioned month of this year,
while the figure was 84,000 tonsin the first month of
the previousyear.

In early May, the ministry issued a three-month
waiver for some approved steel production units
tobeable to exportsteel products especially long
sections.

The Industry Ministry had restricted the exports of
steel productsand obliged all steel producers to offer
their productsatIran Mercantile Exchange (IME).
Iran’s export of steel during the previous Iranian
calendaryear 1399 (ended on March 20) declined
13.1percentcompared to the figure forthe preceding
year, datareleased by the Iranian Steel Producers
Association (ISPA) showed.

Based onthe mentioned data, over 2.839 milliontons
of steel products were exported in the mentioned
year, registeringan 18-percentdecline year on year.
AsISPA dataindicated, the exports of steel products,
intermediate steel, and sponge iron all declined
lastyear, and despite significant output growth and
the demand decline in the domestic construction
sector; the exports of the mentioned products did not
increase duetothe pandemic.

[ranis currently the tenthlargest steelmakerinthe
world and is estimated to climb to seventh place by
thelranian calendaryear 1404 (March 2025).
Accordingto thelatest datareleased by the World
Steel Association (WSA), Iran was ranked the world’s
tenth-largeststeel producerin the firstthree-month
0f2021.According to the WSA’'s data, Iran produced
7.5milliontonsof crudesteelinQ12021, registering
a10.7 percentgrowth compared to the same period
in2020.TheIslamic Republic’s steel outputstood at
2.6 million tons in March, indicatinga 10.7 percent
riseyearonyear.The Iranian Steel industry hasbeen
constantly developing over the pastyearsagainstall
the pressuresand obstacles created by outside forces
like the U.S.sanctions and the coronavirus outbreak
thathas severely affected the performance of the
world’stop producers.

Iran produces one million
doses of COV-Iran Barekat

vaccine

Themanagingdirector of COV-Iran Barekatvaccine
researchgroup said on Sunday thatone million doses
of COV-Iran Barekatvaccines were produced, which
willbe delivered to Ministry of Health.

Hassan Jalili said production of the vaccine will
increase to three million doses during the current
Iranian calendaryear (startingon March 20).
Thefigure willincrease to 18 million doses soon.
Earlier, the official in charge of COV-Iran Barekat
COVID-19vaccine projectsaid that the firstindustrial
productionline for the domestically-developed
vaccine was launched with a capacity to produce
theree million dosesamonth.

Mass production of the vaccine would startas soonas
theresults of the third clinical test of the vaccineare
confirmed by the Health Ministry, headded.
Publicvaccination with COV-Iran Barekatis going to
startinmid-June after clinical results are confirmed,
Mazharinoted.

COV-Iran Barekat coronavirus vaccine was
developed by Execution of Imam Khomeini's Order
organization.
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Affairs,Joint Investment

Ministerial delegations from Iran and Iraq

agreed on plans to promote cooperation

on customs affairs, pave the way for joint

investment, and expand the capacity for

transportation between the twoneighboring

counrties.

Iranian energy
ministry hails
water coop. with
Azerbaijan
TEHRAN, May
NEWS 31 (MNA) - Iran
ST and Azerbaijan
have had constructive
interactionsin operating
the Aras Dam since its
inauguration, Deputy
Energy Minister Qassem
Taqizadeh Khamesisaid.
Speakingataceremony
to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of water
cooperation between
Iran and Azerbaijan on
thejointoperation of Aras
and Mill-Moghan dams,
he said: “Undoubtedly,
relying on the
experiences of experts
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Dam

Commemoration of the =

50" Anniversary
of Aras ar d Mil-Mugan
e aeratlon

and specialists ofthe two
countriesin the field of
technical cooperation
between Iran and
Azerbaijan, more can be
doneregardingdamsand
hydropower plants built
onAras River”.

Also the managing
director of Iran Water
Resources Management
Company, Taqizadeh
Khamesisaid: “Inthe past

50years, experts fromthe
two countries have had
constructive interactions
in the operation of the
Aras Dam, which have
helped ease theregional
water tensions and
drought”.

He praised the efforts
of the Iran-Azerbaijan
Joint Water and Energy
Commission, saying that
the collaboration on the

use of the Aras River is
a turning point in the
cooperation between
Iranand Azerbaijaninthe
jointuse ofborder water
resources.

The ceremony was held
today, Monday, in the
presence of the Iranian
Energy Minister and the
Prime Minister of the
Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic.

NO 776

Industrial sector
should use stock
market capacities for
funding projects: SEO
head

Head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO) hassaid the stock
marketisthe mostimportantsource of
capital for development projects and
the industrial sector should use this
market’s capacities for funding their
projects.

Speakinginthe SEO’s second industry
expertdesk on Sunday, Mohammad-Ali
Dehgan Dehnavisaid: “Inrecentyears,
the capital markethas found a special

placeinthe country’s economy due to
thelarge presence of shareholders. The
significance of the capital marketissuch
thattoday evenin political issues, such
aspresidential election, alarge volume
of contentisrelated to the stock market,
and thisshows theimportantposition of
thismarketinthe country.”

SEO has started a program for
establishing industry expert desks
in which the challenges, issues, and
needs of various industrial sectorsare
discussed separately and solutions are
presented to overcome them.

The firstdesk ofthe SEO, held in mid-
May, was focused on the refining
industry, while the second deskhasbeen
dedicated to the mining industry with
aspecial focus on cement production
units.

Speaking in this meeting, Dehnavi
pointed to the goals of establishing the
mentioned desks, saying: “Thisdesk has
aconsultingroleinthe firststep and will
examine variousissues, challenges,and
problems of various industries through
theinteraction of differentelements of
the capital marketand industry.”

These desks can be attended by all
producers, relevant associations,
scientific and research bodies, and
financial institutions, he stressed.

“The opinions of policy-making
institutions such as the Ministry of
Industry, Miningand Trade, the Research
Center ofthe Iranian Parliament, and
membersof parliamentcanalsobeused
inthese meetings,” the officialadded.
The meetings should lead to the
preparation and formulation of
specific solutions to solve problems
and to determine what laws and
regulationsareneeded to addressthe
existing challenges, so that ultimately,
by addressing these challenges
and consequently the growth and
developmentoftheindustry, the capital
market could also benefit, Dehnavi
stated.Earlier on May 17, the official
had mentioned forming expert desks
asaproductive way for discussing and
resolvingtheissues ofvariousindustrial
sectorsand noted that SEO is seeking
to establish expert desks for all the
industrial sectors active in the stock
market.
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4th Intl. ‘SmartTehran Congress’to
be held virtually

The Communications and
Information Technology (ICT)
ofthe Municipality of Tehran
revealed the organizingthe 4th
International ‘Smart Tehran
Congress’ with the motto
of ‘Digital Transformation,
Digital Services’ onJuly 5-6.
The Fourth International
‘Smart Tehran Congress’
with the motto of “Digital
Transformation,
Services" will be held with a
focus on smartcities during
and post-
pandemic

virtually.Itshouldbenoted that
thisinternational event will
kickoffon July 5 virtually due
tothe spread of coronavirus,
COVID-19, in order to
observe health protocolsand
guidelines.Thisinternational
eventwillincludelectures to
be delivered by senior figures
and managers, specialized
meetings, tutorial workshops
along with performingother
programsonrelevantissues
and would be available online
through the website ‘Smart
Tehran Center’,

Digital
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of 32 major
industrial,
miningproducts

risesinamonth
Iran transfers
oil from pipeline
skirting troubled
strait

Iran transfers
oil from pipeline
skirting troubled
strait

[ran started its first
transfer of crude
oil via its strategic
Goreh-Jaskpipeline,
allowingthe country
tobypassthe Straitof
Hormuz.

The oil passed
through the
pipeline’s second
pump house and
reached a facility
neartheportofJask.
Earlier this month
the state-run
National Iranian Oil
Co.saidithad started
injecting crude into
thepipelineand that
oil shipments from
the Jask region on
the Gulf of Oman
coastwill startnext
month, adding that
the 1,000-kilometer
(620-mile) conduit
will be officially
opened by President
Hassan Rouhani in
thenear future.
MostofIran’s energy
exports currently
pass through the
Straitof Hormuz, a
narrow shipping
channel on the
Persian Gulf that
was plunged into
crisis after former
President Donald
Trump abandoned
the 2015 nuclear
dealandreinforced
sanctionsonlIran’s
oilsectorand wider
economy.

Oil markets are
closely watching
talks between Iran
and world powers
torevive thataccord
and remove a raft
of U.S. sanctions
from the Islamic
Republic’s energy
sector and wider
economy, helping it
reinstate millions of
barrels ofexports.
Earlier this month
Rouhani said
negotiators  had
already accepted
that sanctions on
Iran’s oil, shipping,
insurance and
bankingindustries
will be lifted,
triggeringadrop in
oilprices.



UAE EmbassyinTel Avivofficiallyopened

Abu Dhabi officially opened its embassy in Tel Aviv as the UAE flag was hoisted next to the Zionist
flaginthe embassybuilding. The Abu Dhabi Embassy in Tel Aviv officially opened on Sunday, Yedioth
Ahronothreported. The UAE embassyislocated in the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange building, which also
hosts several Israeli technology companies.Mohamed Al Khaja as the firstand current United Arab
Emiratesambassadorto Tel Avivhasbeen stationed in the occupiedterritories since March 1,2021.
He had gone to Abu Dhabi duringthe recentIsraeli conflict with the Palestinian Resistance and was
absent for several days in Tel Aviv, which was one of the targets of Palestinian attacks.His wife and
childrenare stillin the UAE butare scheduled to move to occupied Palestine soon.

Accordingto the report, Al Khajawho had previously metwith several Zionist ministers also met
on Sunday with the Zionistregime's Minister of Education Yoav Galant.The UAE is one of the Arab
countries thatestablished formal relations with the Zionistregime, despite the opposition of the
publicopinion of the Arabworld and the violation of the rights of the Palestinians.

Gazan factories resumed producing thousands of

missiles

Asenior Hamas official said factories in the Gaza Strip have resumed their mission to
produce thousands of missiles.

Fathi Hammad, a Hamas Political Bureau member said on Sunday thatthe Palestinian
Resistance hasresumed producing thousands of missilesin their factories and
workshops soastostop Netanyahu’s aggression in Al-Quds and Tel Aviv.

The option of war againstIsrael and its discriminatory measures against the
Palestiniansis still on the table, Hamasleader Yahya Sinwar in Gaza also stressed
today,adding, “Butthe Palestinians are notlooking for war because war has heavy
costs.”

"Butthis war will continue forever because Israel regimeis occupying our lands and

—
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Bigger Victories
for Resistance
LieAhead:
IRGC General

The commander of
the IslamicRevolution
Guards Corps (IRGC)
Aerospace Forcewarned
the Zionist regime
and the US that they
will face far-reaching
defeatsastheresistance
front’svictories arenot
confinedtotheregion.
In comments at
a ceremony held
on  Saturday in
commemoration ofthe
latedeputy commander
ofthe IRGC Quds Force,
Brigadier General Amir
AliHajizadehreminded
theglobalarroganceand
the Zionistregime that
theirsuccessive defeats
arenotconfined to the
Palestinian occupied
territories, Lebanon,
Syria, Iran, Iraq or
Yemen.
“Theymustpackupand
leave” the region, the
commanderwarnedthe
USandIsrael.
Highlighting the
Palestinianresistance’s
victory over the Zionist
regime in the recent
12-day war, he said
Palestine’s  ardent
resistance was a
testimony of power.
“The capability of
resistance should be
heard fromthe enemies.
We heard what the
American CENTCOM
commandersaid. They
admitted thatIran has
overpowered themwith
airsuperiority,and even
military superiority,”
General Hajizadeh
stated.
Hewentontosaythatthe
downfall of the Zionist
regime will result in
the dissolution of the
US, stressing that big
victories and success
fortheresistancestilllie
ahead.

The Israeliaggression
on Gaza, which began
on May 10, killed at
least 243 Palestinians
and wounded more
than 1,900 others.
The aggression had
started after weeks of
Israeli  harassment
of Palestinians in
Jerusalem  al-Quds
and attempts to steal
Palestinian lands
in the Sheikh Jarrah
neighborhood ofthecity.
The Zionist regime
announced a unilateral
ceasefire on May 21,
which was accepted
by the Palestinian
resistance groups in
Gaza with Egyptian
mediation.

displacing our people and continuing to kill them", he added.

Iran-Azerbaijan relations upgraded to

strategiclevel: Vaezi

Iranian President’s Chief of Staff Mahmoud
Vaezisaid the amicable relations between

Islamic Republic of [Iran and Republic of

Azerbaijan have been upgraded to the

strategiclevelinall dimensions.

Hemadetheremarks
on Monday in his
meetingwith Shahin
Mustafayev, Deputy
Prime Minister
Azerbaijan.

NEWS
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During the meeting,

=5

the two sides reviewed '
the implementation of [ranian President’sChiefofStaff RepublicofIran has stood by

betweenIranand Azerbaijan

agreements between the two
countries, ways to strengthen
the level of Tehran-Baku
relations and cooperation
between Tehran and Baku
in line with safeguarding
interests of the two nations
as well as accelerating the
operationalization of joint
projectsinthefields ofenergy

described historical, cultural
and ethnic commonalities as
thecommon capitalanddriving
force of relations between
Islamic Republic of Iran and
Republic of Azerbaijan and
stated, “Today, the relations
between the two countries
havebeenraised toastrategic
level with the will of the two
countries' presidents."Islamic

the governmentand people
ofthe Republic of Azerbaijan
inall sensitive situationsand
atdifferenttimes, and strong
relationshavebeenestablished
betweenthe two countriesand
twonationsinall areas, Vaezi
emphasized.

AzeriDeputy Prime Minister,
forhis turn, pointed out that
strengthening bilateral ties

has been put strengthening
relations with the Islamic
Republicoflranisapriorityin
his country'sforeignpolicy.
Thelevel of relationsbetween
the two countries has been
atthehighestlevelinrecent
years, he said,adding, “I this
regard, the political will of the
twopresidentshavebeenvery
effective”

andtransportation.

Iran Warns spokesman said after media
. reports about two Iranian
agalnSt warships  whose  final
‘Miscalculations’ destination may be Venezuela,
aﬂerReports cautioning that everybody
should avoid miscalculations

about Venezuela- in dealing with Iran.Asked
B()undWarships about a report that the US

Iranisentitled to freedom of
navigation in international
waters, the Foreign Ministry’s

has been monitoring two
Iranian military vessels whose
ultimate destination may be

Venezuela, Saeed Khatibzadeh
told reporters on Monday,
“Iran has constant presence
in international waters, is
entitled to this right on the
basis of international law, and
canbe presentininternational
waters.”“No country can
violate such aright” of Iranto
free navigationinhigh seas, he
underlined.“ warn thatnobody

should make amiscalculation.
Those wholive in glass houses
mustbe cautious,” Khatibzadeh
added.His comments came
after The Politico quoted three
unnamed people as saying
thatthe US national security
community ismonitoring two
Iranian naval vessels whose
ultimate destination may be
Venezuela.

Michael Flynn
calls for millitary
coupinUS

Trump’s former national
security adviser Michael
Flynn has called for a
Burmese-style coupinthe US.
“Itshould happen,” Donald
Trump’s former national
security adviser said in a
startling statement at a

QAnon conference, Huffpost
reported.

The Burmese military
violently took control of
the country from its civilian
governmentinlate January,
arrested Aung San Suu Kyi
and high-ranking party
members, and killed more
than 700 protesters earlier
this month. The army
justified its action by citing
“electoral fraud”.

Flynn presented his grim
vision ofamilitary coup and
dictatorship in the United
States in response to a
question from the conference
audience.

“I want to know why what
happened in Myanmar
cannot happen here? An
unidentified member of the
publicasked Flynn, though
he pronounced the nationas
“Minnimar”

“Noreason,” Flynnreplied
towild cries ofapproval. “It
should happen.”
Thisisn’tthe first time Flynn
has called for a military
takeover ofademocratically
elected government. He
retweeted a message in
December following Trump’s
election defeat that called
onthe presidentto declare
martiallawand maintain the
White House by force.

Good progress made in Vienna talks, but key issues remain

Iran's Foreign Ministry Spokesman said thatnegotiations
in Vienna have made good and significant progress, but
keyissuesremain.

Speakingin his weekly press conference on Monday,
Saeed Khatibzadeh answered questions onawiderange
oftopics.

Good progressmade in Viennatalks, butkeyissuesremain
Answering a question about the latest remark of
Russia's Permanent Representative to International
Organizations in Vienna Ulyanov on the JCPOA talks
inVienna, Khatibzadeh said, "l have already stated the
position of the Islamic Republic of Iran. We conduct the
negotiationsand discussionsin Viennawith the necessary
careand obsession. Eachround of the talks could have
beenthelastround,butbecause someissuesremain,that
round hasbeenmoved to the nextround."
"Iftheremainingkeyissuesareresolved,itcould be the
lastround, butifitisnot,itwill continue," he added.

"The Vienna talks have made good and significant
progressinall three working groups, butkey issues
remain. Theseissues mustalsobe addressed carefully,”
the spokesman highlighted.

country canviolate thisright."

housesshould be careful.”

FM spokesman noted.

Iraniandiplomatwentontosay, "AllUS sanctions mustbe
lifted and verification should be done. This verification
will take place in the formulas discussed in Vienna, and
thenIranwillreverse its compensatory measures."

No country canviolate Iran'srightininternational waters
Healso spokeaboutthe newsthattwo Iranian shipswere
headingto Venezuelaand the US threatin thisregard,
Khatibzadeh said, "Iranisalways presentininternational
waters and has thisrightbased on international law. No

He also warned over any threats, saying, " warn thatno
one should make miscalculations. Those who sitin glass

Thereisnodeadlockin Vienna talks

"Thereisnodeadlockinthe Vienna talks, and the talks
have reached key points, and key issues need to be
decided, and thisrequires its own care, obsession and

USpurchasedno oil from Iran since Clinton era

"No oilhasbeen purchased from Iran since the Clinton
era. Maybe they mean something else thatldo nothave
detailsaboutitrightnowandIcannotcommenton,” the

NEWS
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Houthi slams ‘weal’ UN
response to Yemen’s

humanitarian crisis

Theleader of Yemen’'s Ansarullah movementhas
decried the United Nations’ “weak” response to
the Saudi-led blockade imposed on Yemen, which
isgrapplingwiththeworld's worsthumanitarian
crisis.

Duringameetingwith UN Special Envoy to Yemen
Martin Griffiths in Sana'a on Sunday, Abdul-Malik
Badreddinal-Houthireferred tothe UN’sreaction
to the Saudisiege which blocks the entry offood,
medicine and petroleum products, criticizing the
UN for turning a bling eye to the blackmailing of
the Yemenis.

Houthiemphasized theright ofthe Yemenipeople
to oil derivatives, medical supplies and foodstulffs,
“whatever the circumstances mightbe”.
“Theblockadeis a collective punishmentand a
procedurethatviolatesinternational decisions
and humanitarian norms and contradicts all
laws.”

Healsodecried attemptstolinkthe humanitarian
issue to political and military files “as an explicit
confiscation” of the basicrights of the Yemeni
people, stressing thatitisan “unacceptable”
equation.

Houthialsourged the UN to take action to allow
accesstobasicneeds for the Yemenis, stressing
thataddressing the humanitarianissueis “the
actual entrancetoallfiles”.

He said ifthe Saudi-led coalition thinks that its
siege on Yemen would strengthen its position,
“thenitis delusional”, noting thatthe ongoing
blockaderevealsthe kingdom's true intentions
and proves thatitdoesn’twantpeace.

Saudi Arabiaand anumber of itsregional allies
--including the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
-- launched a brutal war against Yemen in
March 2015. The war waslaunched to eliminate
Ansarullah andrestore the formerregime of Abd
Rabbuh Mansur Hadito powerin Yemen.
Yemeni armed forces and allied Popular
Committees have, however, gone from strength
tostrengthagainstthe Saudi-led invaders,andleft
Riyadhanditsalliesbogged downinthe country.
The Saudi-led military aggression has left
hundreds of thousands of Yemenis dead, and
displaced millions of people.

The Saudi war has also taken a heavy toll on the
country’sinfrastructure, destroying hospitals,
schools, and factories.

The UN says more than 24 million Yemenis are
indire need of humanitarian aid, including 10
million suffering from extreme levels of hunger.
The world body also refers to the situation in
Yemen as the world's worsthumanitarian crisis.

time,"
said the senior Iranian

diplomataboutthetalksin Vienna.
"We donotallow the talks to erode, nor do we rush. Our
criterionisto ensure the highestinterests ofthe people
and the Establishment," he added, saying, "The United

States mustdecide whether to continue Trump's failed

legacy orreturntoits commitmentsunder the JCPOA and
ifthathappens, Iran'sresponseisthe fullimplementation
oftheJCPOA.""The JCPOA is whatis written, neither more
norless," Khatibzadeh stressed.




Iran’s Top Banker Replaced after Presidential

Nomination

The Iranian cabinetlaid the Central Bank Governor Abdolnasser
Hemmatioff after he decided to run for president and focused his
attention on the campaign for the June 18 election.

Citing Hemmati’s involvementin the electoral campaign that has
“prevented his sufficient presence in the Central Bank and fulfillment of
the serious duties and responsibilities in the sensitive areas relating to money
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and
currency’, the cabinet of ministers on Sunday discharged him from the post.Akbar Komeijnai,
the deputy of Hemmati, hasbeenappointed as the new CBI governor.Hemmatiis one of the
seven candidates running for president.
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One-Fifth of Americans Who Bought Guns
Last Year Were First-Time Buyers: Report

Approximately one-fifth of Americans who purchased

guns lastyear were first-time buyers, according to new

preliminary data from Northeastern University and the

Harvard Injury Control Research Center.

The data also showed increases in the
overallnumber of gun buyers and the total
number of gun ownersinthe US, The Hill
reported.

Ofthe first-time buyersrecordedin 2020,
halfwere women, a fifth were Blackand a
fifth were Hispanic, according to The New
York Times, which reported on the new
data.

Lastyear'sfirst-timebuyers werelesslikely
than usual to be male and white, the Times
noted.

The newspaper did note, however,
that first-time buyers accounted for
approximately 20 percentofgun salesin
2019, signaling thatthe pandemicdid not
kick offthe trend.

The datashowed 39 percent of American
households owned gunsin 2020, whichwas
up from 32 percentfrom 2016,according to
the General Social Survey, a publicopinion
pollmanaged by aresearch center atthe
University of Chicago, cited by the Times.
The Northeasternand Harvard data also
foundthataround 6.5 percentof American
adults purchased gunsin 2020, which
equated toabout17 million people.

Thosenumbers,accordingto the Times,are
up from 5.3 percentin2019.

The debate surrounding firearms and gun
controllegislation has again become a top
priorityinrecentweeks, followinga surge
in mass shootings nationwide as states
beganrelaxing COVID-19restrictions.
Accordingto the Gun Violence Archive, 67
mass shootings have taken place in May of
thisyear.

The mostrecentoccurred early Sunday
morning when a gunman opened fire in
Miami, killing two people and injuring 20
others.

Lastweek, nine people were killed in a
shootingatarailyardin SanJose, Calif. The
shooterwasalsoreported dead.

US President Joe Biden following the
incidentin San]Josesaid he has “the solemn
duty ofyetagain” of ordering the flagto be
lowered to half-staffto honor theliveslost
inthe shooting, justweeksafterhavingtodo
soformass shootingsin Atlanta, Colorado,
South Carolinaand Indianapolis.
“Enough,”hewroteinastatement.

The presidentcalled on Congress to “take
immediate action and heed the call of
the American people, including the vast
majority of gun owners, to help end this
epidemicofgunviolencein America.”

The House in March passed two pieces
of legislation aimed at strengthening
background checks on firearm sales and
transfers.

The twobillsnowawaitavote in the Senate.

North Korea Slams End
to US Guidelines Limiting
South KoreaMissile Range

-NorthKorea'sstatemediaonMonday
criticized the recent termination of
a pact between the United States
and South Korea that capped
the development of South Korea's
ballistic missiles, callingita sign of
Washington's "shameful double-
dealing."South Korean PresidentMoon

Jae-inannounced the abolishment of
thejointmissile guidelines thathad
limited the country's development
ofballisticmissilestoarange of 800
km (500 miles) after his first summit
with US President]oe Biden earlier
thismonth.

North Korea's official KCNA news
agency carried an article by Kim
Myong Chol, whoitdescribedasan
"international affairs critic," toaccuse
the United States ofapplyingadouble

standardasitsoughttoban Pyongyang
fromdevelopingballisticmissiles.
The United Statesis "engrossed in
confrontationdespiteitslip-serviceto
dialogue," Kimsaid. "The termination
step is a stark reminder of the US
hostile policy toward the DPRK and
itsshameful double-dealing", Reuters
reported.

The Democratic People's Republicof
Korea (DPRK) isNorth Korea's official
name.

Denmark Helped US Spyon Merkel,
European Allies, Says Report

The US spied on top politiciansin Europe, including

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, from 2012 to 2014

withthehelp of Danishintelligence, Danishand European

mediareported on Sunday.

Danish publicbroadcaster Danmarks
Radio (DR) said the US National Security
Agency (NSA) had eavesdropped on
Danish internet cables to spy on top
politicians and high-ranking officials in
Germany, Sweden, Norway and France.
The NSA had taken advantage of
a surveillance collaboration with
Denmark's militaryintelligence unit FE
todoso,itsaid.

Denmark's defense ministry has not
responded to AFP's requests for a
comment.

Defense Minister Trine Bramsen, who
took over the defense portfolio in June
2019, was informed of the spying in
August2020,accordingtoDR.

Shetold the broadcaster that"systematic
eavesdropping of close allies is
unacceptable.”

It was not clear whether Denmark
authorized the USto useits surveillance
systemto spy onitsneighbors.
DRrevealed the information following
an investigation it led together with
Swedish broadcaster SVT, Norway's NRK,
Germany's NDR, WDR and Suddeutsche
Zeitung,and France's Le Monde.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel,
then-foreign minister Frank-Walter

Steinmeier and then-oppositionleader
Peer Steinbruckwere among those the
NSAhad spied on, DR said.

The NSA was able to access SMS text
messages, telephone calls, and internet
traffic including searches, chats and
messaging services, DR said.

The spying was detailed in a secret,
internal FE working group report
codenamed "Operation Dunhammer”
and presented to FE top managementin
May 2015,DRsaid.

DR said its information came from
nine different sources who had access
to classified FE information, and said
their revelations were independently
confirmed by several sources.
Neitherthe FE noritsdirectoratthetime,
LarsFindsen, commented immediately on
therevelations.

The US spying, if confirmed, was going
onduring and after the 2013 Snowden
affair, which erupted when former NSA
contractor Edward Snowden revealed
thousands of classified documents
exposing the vast US surveillance put
in place after the September 11,2001
attacks.

Among other things, that documents
showed the US government was spying
on its own citizens and carrying out
widespread tappingworldwide, including
of Chancellor Angela Merkel's mobile
phone.In November 2020, DRreported
thatthe US had used the Danish cables
tospyon Danish and European defense
industriesfrom2012to 2015.

Deputy PM of
AzerbaijaninTehran
tomeet with Iranian
officials

Deputy Prime Minister of

Azerbaijanhastraveled to Tehran
and metwith Chief of staff ofthe

Iranian president Mahmoud
Vaezi, Oil Minister Bijan Namdar
Zangeneh and Minister of
Roadsand Urban Development
Mohammad Eslami.

FollowingtherecentvisitofIranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarifto Baku and meeting
with Azerbaijani President,deputy

Prime Minister of Azerbaijan
Shahin Mustafayev has traveled
to Tehran atthe head of a high-
rankingdelegation.

Duringthevisit, Shahin Mustafayev
metwith some of Iranian officials
including Mahmoud Vaezi,
Bijan Namdar Zangeneh and
Mohammad Eslami.
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