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Attraction

_EE
Dumuli

Geopark
of Ardabil,

Northwest
of Iran

Dumuli,
in north-western
Iran, ishome to an
amazing geopark

a village

which  annually
attracts thousands
oftouriststo Ardabil
province.

The geopark, 100km
from Ardabil, is
one of the natural
touristattractions
of the province
with a variety of
natural, historical,
and anthropological
attractions.

The village has a
population of 187
people, most of
whom are busy
farming and animal
husbandry. Dumuli
is one of the few
villagesin Iran that
stillhas maintained
its traditional and
ancienttexture.
Chalachokhor
Waterfallislocated
on the banks of the
river Domuli and is
famous foritsdeep
valleys. The trees
on the road to the
waterfallhave added
to its beauty. The
waterfallislocated
at an altitude of
1,100 metersabove
sealevel.

Dumuli Waterfall in
the southern partof
the village is one of
the most beautiful
waterfalls in the
region.

The high mountains
surrounding the
waterfall and the
valley ofthe Dumuli
River have turned
the waterfall into
one of the most
attractive tourist
attractionsinIran.
Moreover, the
historic castle of
Kand Qalasi in
the western and
southwestern part
ofthe village dates
backto 1,800 years
ago.ltisone ofthe
mystic castles of
Iran.

This military
fortress was most
likely used by the

Iranian Khurramites
till the Safavid
period.
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ShaykhlutfAllah Mosque:
Pleasantly Proportioned Small Sanctuary
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The Mosque of Shaykh Lutf
Allah on the east side of
Maydan-i-Imam (Nagsh-
i-Jahan) is a pleasantly
proportioned small
sanctuary preceded by a
shadysquareandalarge pool
Jtwasbuiltby Shah Abbas I
between1602and 1619.

Itisnamed after scholar of Islam
who was greatly venerated at
the time.A native of Lebanon,
this Shaykh was invited by the
king, first to Mashhad, near the
sanctuary of the Imam Reza, then
to the capital where he has putin
charge ofthe king's mosque and
the school of theology.The great
originality of the cupolais due to
the cream orinkaccordingto the
time of day-ground color to which
theartisthasadded averydelicate
decoration ofserried arabesques
and blackand blue flowers. The
turquoise and sapphire shades
of classic Safavid artappear only
onthedrumandrightatthe top.
The decoration of the entrance
portal consists of the vault with
stalactite and blue and yellow
mosaics and anticipatesthatofthe
great Evansofthe Imam’s Mosque.
Here, however, the subjects are
amazingly varied, as forinstance
onthe panel showingtwo peacocks
framing a flower vase filled with
luxuriantbranches.

This small mosque has no
central inner courtyard; thereis
only asmall prayer hall which is
approachedbya corridor. Butit
isareal gemin which the art of
mural mosaicsin Isfahanreached
its peak. There is not a flaw in
the quality of the materials. The
balance and harmony ofthe colors.
The walls are entirely faced
with sumptuous ornamental
(carpets) of gilt geometrical
designs onasplendid bluish-green

background.

All round the large panels are
stringcourses on which the Persian
calligraphers have drawn elegant
white lettering. The inscriptionin
the mihrab gives the name of the
architect:apoorand humble man,
seeking God’s mercy, called Ustad
Mohammed Reza, the son of Ustad
Hussein, an architectin Isfahanin
1028 (ofthe hegira). The mihrab
itselfisamodel ofits kind with its
high niche and ceramic facings.

The entrance vestibule

The decoration of the entrance
portal consists of vaults with
stalactites and blue and yellow
mosaicsand anticipates thatofthe
great Evans ofthe Imam’s Mosque.
Here, however, the subjects are
amazingly varied, as forinstance
onthe panel showingtwo peacocks
framing a flower vase filled with
luxuriantbranches.

Polychrome tilework

The Safavid period marks a
high point of the polychromatic
decoration of buildings,
techniquesbeing developed that
enable the builders of Isfahan to
cover almost every surface that
could be seenwith brightly colored
glazeness.

Entrance to the Sanctuary

To enter the Mosque, one passes
through a narrow, bending
passageway whose darkness
confersan aura of mystery that
contrasts perfectly with the
sudden impact of the softly lit
spaciousness of the chamber. The
Safavid period marks a high point
ofthe polychromatic decoration
of buildings, techniques being
developedthatenable thebuilders
of Isfahan to cover almostevery
surface that could be seen with
brightly colored glazeness.

The Main Prayer Hall

This small mosque has no

central inner courtyard; there
is only a small prayer hall which
is approached by a corridor.
Butitisareal gemin which the
art of mural mosaicsin Isfahan
reached its peak. Thereisnota
flawin the quality of the materials.
The balance and harmony of the
colors. The walls are entirely faced
with sumptuous ornamental
(carpets) of gilt geometrical
designsonasplendid bluish-green
background. Allround the large
panelsare stringcourses on which
the Persian calligraphers have
drawn elegantwhite lettering. The
inscription in the mihrab gives
the name of the architect: a poor
and humble man, seeking God's
mercy, called Ustad Mohammed
Reza, the son of UstadHussein, an
architectin Isfahanin 1028 (of
the hegira). The mihrab itselfisa
model ofits kind withitshighniche
and ceramic facings.

Dome of the Shaykh LutfAllah
Mosque

This exquisite building, more
private oratory than a public
mosque, was erected by Shah
AbbasIbetween1603and 1618
on the Royal Maydan (Maydan-i-
Imam) facing the Ali Qapo Palace.
Itisnamed after the Shah’s father-
in-lawwhowasarespected divine.
There are anumber of unusual
features about the building: its
squatand partly unglazed dome;
the absence ofacentral courtand
Evans; the single sunken sanctuary
chamber covered from top to
bottom in mosaic faience of the
highestquality. The 42 ft.the wide
domerestsonadrum pierced by
16 smallwindows, through whose
double grilles thelight plays. The
tilework of the ceiling is perhaps
the most intricate in Isfahan
and has the quality of a finely
woven carpet. The building was
extensively and skillfully restored
between1954and 1956.

This smallmosque
hasno central

inner courtyard;
thereisonly asmall
prayer hallwhich
isapproachedbya
corridor. Butitisareal
geminwhichtheart
of mural mosaicsin
Isfahanreached its
peak. Thereisnota
flawinthe quality of
the materials.

WHERETO STAY

Pol Hotel: In Neighborhood Of
Zayandeh Rood River

Do you want to be in the neighborhood of
Zayandeh Rood River while you are in beautiful
Isfahan? Well, 2-star Pol Hotel isjust next to Si-
o-se Pol (Allahverdi Khan Bridge). Accordingly,
you can easily step outside the hotel and take a
lovelyand memorable walk by the river. Notto
mention thatyou canalsovisitKhajuBridge, just
takea 20-minute walkalongtheriverto the east
and youwillreach this spectacularbridge. Other
touristattractionsare notfaraway. You can get
to the city center to visit touristic sites such as
Naghsh-eJahan Square, Hasht Behesht Palace,
Chehelsotoon Palace,and Atiq Jame Mosque of
Isfahan withinlessthan 4 Km.

Isfahanis one ofthe mostbeautiful citiesin Iran.
Onceitwas the capital of Safavid Dynasty. In
thatera, Safavid King tried to make Isfahanasa
civilized and artistic city. Well, they succeeded.
You can easily track the intelligent design
and architecture through every historical
monumentand building in the city. You will
surely understand whatlam talkingaboutwhen
youvisittheinteresting Si-o-se Pol, just outside
Pol Hotel. Did you know they used egg to built
thisbridge?

PolHotelisabudgethotel; Hence, you will find
the pricesreasonable. The hotel has 35 rooms
with 74 beds. The hotel rooms have a capacity
oftwo and three people. Apart from that, the
hoteliskid-friendly. Therefore, children under
theage of 4 are free of charge (ifthey don’tuse
service).It'saB&Bhotel, soyou canenjoy fresh
complimentary breakfastevery morning.

As acheap hotel, Pol Hotel offers fair room
amenities like modest furniture, air
conditioning, and TV set. Also, rooms are
equipped witha private bathroom withashower
and Western toilet.

WHERETO EAT

Meydoon Cafe:
Excellent Coffee Near The
Main Square

Dubai, United Arab Emirates: They will fix your
coffee cravinghere!

Donotexpectelaborate mealsetc.in here,justan
excellent coffee and they have some very tasty
cakeaswell.Itisasmall coffee shop (with plansto
expand inthenear future), right on the way to the
central Imam Square. They serve excellentItalian
(Illy) coffee here and they know how to make a
very good espresso. The owner and crew are very
friendly and the owner, in particular, speaks English
verywell. Inmy view, the verybest place in Isfahan
togetyour coffee and bere-energized, ina country
thatismoreinto teareally. Highly recommended.
Albaaloo, Vancouver: A blissful stop forarest
Meydoon cafe offered a great opportunity to take
abreak with a great cup ofillyjava afteralong
walking tour of visiting the beautiful Esfahan!
The folks running the cafe were professional and
pleasantto talk to.Space was clean and the sitting
options were super welcomed. Highly recommend.
GuteReise88, Cologne, Germany: a Cozy place
withgoodteaand coffee

We came across Meydoon Cafe on our way from
the hotel to Nash-e-Jahan. The cafe islocated
inside one of the paths to Nash-e-Jahan. The cafe
issmall and cozy. The coffees and teasare brewed
professionally. I ordered the saffron teaand was
delicious and worth the price. Hubby ordered a
double espressoand was up to standard as well.
Staffis friendly as well.




Russiatodobusiness with Iran despite US sanctions:

Spox

Moscow istaking stepsto minimize the adverse effect ofthe US’ sanctions onits relations with
Iran, said the spokeswoman ofthe Russian Foreign Ministry, while describing the sanctionsas
‘illegitimate. Inapressbriefing on Thursday, Maria Zakharova said the sanctions Washington
isimposingonIranare ‘illegitimate’ and Russiais to adopt measures to ensure that the
sanctions have aslittle impactas possible onits business with Tehran.l wouldlike to once
againaffirm Russia’s principled position that US unilateral sanctions areillegitimate. We are
taking measuresto ensure thatthey have minimal negative impact on Russian-Iranian trade
and economy cooperation, Zakharova said, according to Sputnikreport.She alsoreferred to
[ran’s Sirikthermal power plantin the southern country,and the construction of the second
and the third units of Bushehrnuclear power plantasinstances of economic cooperation
between Tehran and Moscow, particularly in the field of energy.

NEWS

Iran, Russiato expand medical

cooperation

Thehealth ministers of Iranand Russiain ameeting
in Almaty, Kazakhstan Thursday discussed ways
of promotingbilateral cooperationin the fields
of health, treatment, education and supply of
medicines.Iranian Minister of Health, Treatment
and Medical Education Hassan Qazizadeh Hashemi
met with his Russian counterpart Veronika
Skvortsova on the sidelines ofa conference marking
the 40th anniversary of Declaration of Alma-Ata.
Referring to the development of pharmaceutical
sectorinlran, heunderlined the need for Iran and
Russiato expand cooperationin this sector witha
viewtoincreasing production capacity inthissector.
The Russia health minister, for her part, said her
country should make furtheruse ofIran's successful
experiencesin the field of pharmaceutical industry
and vaccine production.

The Declaration of Alma-Atawas adopted at the
International Conference on Primary Health
Care, Almaty, Kazakhstan, 12-6 September 1978.
It expressed the need for urgent action by all
governments, all healthand developmentworkers,
and the world community to protectand promote
thehealth ofall people.

Russia: No Iranrequestfor transfer

of oil via Russian soil
Iranhasmadenorequestfortransfer ofitsexported
oilviaRussiansoil, Russian Deputy Prime Minister
Dmitry Kozaksaid.Inresponsetoaquestionifiran
has made such arequest from Russia, Kozak said
hehadnoknowledge of this which means Iranhas
notmade sucharequest.Inaunilateral measure,
the United States withdrew from anuclear deal
Iran struck with sixworld powersin 2015 to curb
itsnuclear programin exchange for sanctionrelief
and since then Washington has exerted pressures
onother countriesto followits anti-Iran sanctions.
The second stage of US sanctions targeting Iranian
oil exportsis to take effect on November 4.The
measures taken by the US administration to cut
Iranian oil exports and irresponsible statements
made by American officials have only served to push
up oil priceswhich are expected to go higheronce
thenewround of US sanctions go into force.

Food, Services Price Hikes Irk

Iranians

Atotal 0f 120,406 publiccomplaints againstgoods
andservice providers were filed with theindustries,
miningand trade organizations of [ranian provinces
in the first six months ofthe current Iranian year
(March 21-Sept. 22).According to Gholamreza
Saremiyan, an official with the Consumer and
Producer Protection Organization, bread, fruits
and vegetables topped thelistof goods people
complained about.Restaurants and auto repair
shopswereamongservice centersaccounting fora
majority of complaints over the period.
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Official denies assigning Chabahar portto India

DeputyMinister ofRoadsand Urban Developmentand CEO of Portsand Maritime Organization (PMO)

Mohammad Rastad dismissed any claimbehind assigningof Chabahar PorttoIndia.

Hepointedtothe Chabahar Agreementwhichisgoingtobe developed betweenIslamicRepublicofIran,
Indiaand Afghanistanandsaid, “with the coordination made in thisregard, members ofthis strategic
agreementwillbeincreased.”
Speakingonthesidelines of Coordination Council Meetingfor theimplementation of Chabahar Trilateral
TransitAgreement, hesaid, “accordingtothe estimates, more countrieswilljointheagreementin order
toturn ChabaharPortinto oneofthelargesttransitportsintheregion.”Today, itwas finally possible to
holdthe firstmeeting ofthe Coordination Council for theimplementation ofatrilateralagreementinked
betweenIran, Indiaand Afghanistaninthe shortesttime possible, Rastad maintained.“Fortunately, we
could hold thefirstsession of committee tofollowup the case, whichisgoingtobeheld in Chabaharin
thenexttwomonths,accordingtoArticle 10 ofthe Agreement,”he observed.

Rial Devaluation Lifts Iran’s
Trade Balance

Much as the Iranian national
currency’s steep devaluation
in recent months gave rise to
challenges, it has also provided a
boostto the country’strade balance
on the back of surging exports and
dwindlingimports.

Before May,when US President Donald Trump
was expected towithdraw from Iran’s nuclear
deal with world powers, the rial started
losing value against other currencies due to
the psychological perception of worsening
conditions.

The national currency lostabout 75% of its
valueandreached anall-timelow 0f190,000
againstthe USdollarinlate September. Ithas
sinceregained some lost ground thanks to
governmentinterventionand now standsat
about140,000againstthe Americangreenback.
This has created a myriad of issues from
fosteringanatmosphere ofuncertainty toxicto
stableeconomicendeavorstorisinginflation.
However,alookatofficial data forthe firstsix
months ofthe current fiscal year thatended
on Sept. 22 showsIran’strade balance has
significantly benefited fromaweakerrial.
Accordingtolatestdatareleased by the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration,
Iran exported $20.46 billion worth of non-oil
goods during the firsthalfofthe currentyear,
markinganotableincrease of 13% compared
withthe $23.12 billionregistered during the
corresponding period of the year before. This
iswhile 56.64 million tons were exported,
indicatinga 3% declineintermsofweight.
Onthe otherhand, importsto the countryin
the same period totaled $22.18 billion, down
byabout12% compared to the $25.18billion
worth ofgoodsimported during the firsthalfof
thepreviousfiscalyear. Thetotalimportof16.22
million tons ofgoods showed a decline 0f 9%
year-on-yearintermsofweight.

By “non-oil”, IRICArefers to all commodities,
excluding crude oil. So oil byproducts and
petrochemical productsarestill categorized as
non-oil. IRICA categorizes non-oil exportsinto
threegroups ofpetrochemicals,gas condensates
and “otheritems”.

The country’s total foreign trade during that
period, $45.3 billion, actually indicateda 0.7%
decline YOY.However; Iransawatrade surplus of
about$940 million. Thisisespecially significant
sinceIranhad witnessed atrade deficitof $472
millionlastyear.

Double-Edge Sword
Priortorecentcurrency fluctuations, private
sectorbusinessesand theirrepresentativesi.e.

the chambers of commercehadlongcriticized
the government’s practice of artificially
maintainingthevalueofarial thattheybelieved
shouldbemuchlower.

Ontheotherhand, theyblasted the government
forthe dual-tiered foreign exchange systemthat
haslongplaguedIran’seconomy.
Ayearago,Iran’srial was traded for about
38,000rialstothe USdollarinthe open market
andabout32,000rialsattheofficial government
rate.

Private sectorrepresentativesthen maintained
thatthe rialmustbe gradually devalued ata
controlled pacetoreachitstruerate ofbetween
60,000and 70,000 againstthe greenback. That
wouldhelpIran’'sweaktradebalancesimilarto
how China profited from the same practice by
manipulatingits currency, theysaid.
Butpundits onthe otherside ofthe spectrum
saidanincreaseinforeign exchangerates does
notnecessarily entail a strengthened trade
balance.

Itmay evenlead to an excessive increase in
importswiththeaim ofprofitingoffhigherlocal
pricesand potentialrent-seeking.

Butwhen Trump unilaterally withdrew from
[ran’snuclear deal, therialwentintoatailspin.
Sincethen, the governmenttried tofixtherate of
therialin April, somethingthatwasvehemently
opposedbythe privatesector.
Inthemonthsthatensued, the governmenthas
adoptedamoreopenapproach, butitsone-sided
policiesarestillheavily criticized by the private
sector.

Unlike China, Iran’s national currency
devaluation cameatalightningspeed.

A recent survey conducted by the Tehran
Chamberof Commerce, Industries, Minesand
Agriculture found that fewer than one-third of
private sector participants expected therial to
lose somuchvalueand continue falling.
Nevertheless, Iran’s exported goodsandlocal
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Mazandaran’s
veterinary officer, Hossein
Rezvani, there are four
chicken feet processing
factoriesinthe province.

Hetold IRNA that215,000

exporting companies have benefited froma
fast-fallingrial.

Petrochemical firms, many ofwhomare quasi-
statecompaniesthathavebenefited offcurrency
fluctuationsinrecentmonths, top Iran’slist of
major exporters. They seemto carry enough
steamtobeableto continuethe currenttrend.
Currency fluctuations of recentmonthshave
increasedlocal prices considerably, which
increase finished costs of production and
negatively impact the competitiveness of
exportedgoods.

Ifthe government manages to control Iran’s
currency devaluation while cooperating
with the private sector, it can capitalize on
anopportunity toboostthe country’s trade
balance. Theadministrationwillhave toensure
thatcurrency devaluationwillbeinlinewiththe
trajectory of other macroeconomicindicators
andnotimpactconsumerbehavior negatively.
Iran’s major manufacturingindustries have
fallen on hard times recently, as their level
of production has decreased. Private sector
participants in the latest gathering of the
Government-Private Sector Dialogue Council
identified the administration andits policies
as the main cause, in addition to currency
fluctuations.

“The government-unified rate [of42,000rials
againstthe USD]isunreal. Muchasthe Tehran
Chamber has called for true rate unification
countless times, the request has not been
realized,” TCCIM chiefMasoud Khansarisaid
duringtheevent,addingthattherearenow five
exchangeratesinthemarket.

Khansarinoted that while local prices have
jumped, leading to harsher conditions for
ordinaryIranians, exportershavereceiveda
boost.Hesaid thatifthe governmentmanages
to stabilize the national currency, “Iranian
exporterscanpushouttheircompetitorsatleast
intheregionalmarkets”

Mazandaran Exports Chicken

Productto 3 Countries

A total of 1,820 tons of
processed chicken feet
were exported from Iran’s Y
northern Mazandaran
Province to Hong Kong,
Myanmar and Vietnam in
the firsthalfofthe current
Iranianyear (March 21-

tons of chicken meat are
produced in Mazandaran
annually, which account
for 12% of the country’s

to
chief

total white meat
production, according to
Financial Tribune.
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o Iranian
company
among top

10 sellingice
cream brands
According to a
rankingreleased by
Forbes magazine,
Iranian Mihan Dairy
Group hasranked in
10th place among
thetop 10sellingice
cream brandsin the
world and firstin the
region.

The Belgian brand
Magnum has ranked
first, followed by
Danish Haagen-Dazs
inthesecond place.
But, according to
Forbes has ranked
Mihan Dairy Groupin
the 10th place,noting
that the Iranian
company hasnearly
quadrupledits sales
overthepastsixyears
to 575$ million as it
has expanded into
Iraq, Kuwait, UAE,
Bahrain, Yemen, and
SierraLeon.

Mihan Dairy Group
with a -47year
history is the most
famous ice cream
brand in Iran. The
Iranian holding is
now thelargestfood,
dairy andice cream
company in the
Middle Eastregion.
Mihan produces
ice cream for every
taste, and the variety
ofitsproductsisone
ofthereasons forits
high popularity and
success.

Bahaddin  Sadat
Tehrani as the CEO
of Atrineh Saziba
company, which
suppliesraw material
to Mihan said that
Mihan ice cream
achievement, while
Iran’s economy is
under the sanctions
and despite
economic problems
in Iran, can be a
promising brilliant
future for the [ranian
industry.

With this success,
Mihan hasbeenable
to represent the
Iranian industry at
the international
level very well, he
added.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,186.5%

Currency: IRR
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The Arba’in
epichas
frightened the

enemies
...thatIcould participate
in the walk. In many
narrations, emphasis has
beengiventothe pilgrimage
tothe Holy Shrine of Imam
al-Husayn. The necessity
and the obligation of this
pilgrimage are noted in
some of these narrations
to the extent that some
scholars such as the late
Allamah  Muhammad-
Bagiral-Majlisiand hisgreat
father wereinclined to the
viewthattheitisobligatory
toperformthispilgrimageat
leastonetime forthosewho
have theability to perform
it.” He continued, “Today,
thispilgrimage hasbecome
oneofthelslamicritualsand
ameansofpromotingofthe
Shi'ahschool ofthoughtand
thisisgivenasanexample
in the narrations related
toreverence for the divine
rituals.”
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Iranmin.

lauds health

achievementsin

past40years

Iranian health
minister has hailed the
achievements madein
the health sectorinthe
pastfourdecades.
Primary healthcare
system was developed
in Iran after the
country’s 1979
revolutioin and the
system covered the
entire country, Iranian
Minister of Health,
Treatmentand Medical
Education Hassan
Qazizadeh Hashemi
said.

He made the remarks
inapublicpanel, held
on the sidelines of a
conference marking
the 40th anniversary of
Declaration of Alma-Ata
on Thursday.
Despite the eightyears
of warimposed on Iran
during the formerIraqi
dictator Saddam, Iran
metits obligations and
built 20,000 health
care centersacrossthe
country, the minister
added.

The Iranian health
minister metalso with
his Russian counterpart
Veronika Skvortsova
onthesidelines of the
confrence.

PPP member urges Pakistan to free Iranian

border guards

Aseniormember of Pakistan's People Party (PPP) called on the country's government to
spareno efforts in setting free the Iranian border guards that were abducted earlier this
month.Speaking to the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) on Friday, Qamar Zaman
Kaira highlighted the insecurity and instability in Pakistan's Baluchistan Province thatis
neighboringIran's southeastern parts, and said thatanumber of Pakistani forces had also
beenkidnapped by the terroristgroupsin the past.The border guards were kidnapped on
October 15inMirjavehinIran's Sistanand Baluchestan Province. The terroristgroup calling
itselfJaish ul-Adl has claimed the responsibility.Referring to the abduction of the Iranian
border guardsasa'critical issue'in Tehran-Islamabad relations, he said, 'The Pakistani
security forcesand Army are trying to locate the hideout of Jaish ul-Adlin order to set the

abducted guards free.'

Ayatollah Alidoust:

I1CJ ruling

Iran calls on sovereign states to comply with

Iran's permanentrepresentative tothe UN has called on the member states to refrain
fromhelpingthe UStoimpose sanctions onIranin compliance with the International
Courtof]Justice's (IC]) ruling.Gholam-Ali Khoshroo made the remarksatthe UN
General Assembly on Thursdayinreference to the IC] ruling (October 3) thatstipulated
the UShasviolatedits obligations through re-imposing sanctions on Iran.

The International Courtof]Justiceis the mainjudicial body of the United Nations that
settlesthe disputesamong member statesaccordingto the international law and gives
advisoryinformation on queriesreferred toitfrom the UN and specialized agencies.
Khoshroo alsonoted that Washington's unilateral withdrawal from the nuclear deal

isinviolation of the UN Security Council resolutions.

Creationofdeviantsects ‘agreat

danger’

The teacher in the Islamic
Seminary of Qom has warned
aboutthe activity of deviant
sects and religions during
the Arba’in pilgrimage in Iraq
and described the creation
of deviant sects as “a great
danger.”

The fourthinaseries of meeting
on morality was held at the
Khatam al-Awsiya Specialist
Centre in the presence of
seminarians and scholars
from the Islamic Seminary and
was presented by Ayatollah
Abolqasem Alidoust.
Duringthis meeting, the member
of the Society of Seminary
Teachers of Qom presented a
warningabouttheimportance of
awarenessamong the university
students and seminarians in
regard to some of the fabricated
sects.

Referringtothe presence ofsome
ofthesesectsinlraqinregardto
the ongoing Arba’in pilgrimage,
he stated thatlraqas prone to
the activities of false irfan or
mysticism and added, “Perhaps,
thealternativereligionsthatexist
in this country are the basis for
theattraction oftheseindividuals
toward falseirfan.”

Ayatollah Alidoust further
emphasized the four main
elements of Iran - the Quran,
the narrations, rationality
and jurisprudence, saying,
“Major individuals such as

: ﬁ X P

Imam Khomeyni and Allamah
Tabatabai, by underpinning the
jurisprudential thought and
using the guidance ofthese four
elements, have never claimed
such issues as ‘unveiling and
witnessing’ and meeting the
Imam of the Time [Imam al-
Mahdi].”

His Eminence hasdeclared the
desecration of reason as an
unpardonable sin and stated,
“In thisregard, “Basically, the
greatestreverence inreligion
hasbeen expressedinrelationto
reason. Thus, becausereasonis
also considered as the criterion
of religion, many popular
tendencies and preferences
prevent these sorts of false
sects.”

Referring to one of the verses
ofthe Quran, he described the

creation of [false] religions as
a great danger and added,
“Throughouthistory,uneducated
people were constantly at the
head ofaseries of some groups
and movements to misuse their
beliefsandignorancetolay the
groundwork for sedition and
create misguidance in society
and a typical example of this is
Wahhabismand Sufism.”

Inthe discussion of the basis of
the attention ofthe narrationsto
the discussion of jurisprudence
in its particular sense,
Ayatollah Alidoust said, “Even
groups such as the exegetists
considered philosophers and
theologians outofthisrange and
emphasized the confrontation
and contradiction of
jurisprudence and many mystical
tendencies.”

“Perhaps, the
alternative
religions that exist
inthis country

are the basis for
the attraction of
theseindividuals
toward false
irfan.”

N

fMoscow: US

behaviorin Syria
“occupation”
Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said that
her country considers
Washington’sactionsin Syria
as “occupation”.

“In  northeastern and
southern areas of Syria as
well as in al-Tanf, there
isade facto unconvincing

occupation by US forces of
theterritory of the sovereign
Syrian state,” Sputnik news
agency quoted Zakharova
as speaking at a press
conference on Thursday:.
The spokeswoman added
thatthe terrorists who had
found a “safe haven in the
55-kilometer exclusive zone,”
established by the US, are
blackmailing civilians who
wantto leave the areaand
forcingthem to pay money.
Earlier this month, the

Russian Foreign Ministry flagrantviolationofthe UN'S\

stressed theneedtoendthe Charterand principles.
illegitimate presence ofthe Ontheotherhand, Zakharova
UStroopsinal-Tanfareaand expressed Moscow’s

closeal-Rukban Camp which
ismainly used to train and
harbor terrorists.

Inthe same context, Syriahas
repeatedly announced that
the military presence of the
USorany other foreign forces
onitsterritories withoutthe
government’s approval is
anactofaggressionagainst

readiness to constructively
cooperate with Staffan de
Mistura’s successor,adding
that “the candidacy of the
new special envoy mustbe
acceptable for the authorities
ofthe Syrian Arab Republic
as it is envisaged by the
fundamental principles of
UN mediation”.

the Syrian sovereigntyand a Y.
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Iran, Oman Stress Widening of

Mutual Cooperation

Senior Iranianand Omani officialsin ameetingin
Tehranunderlined the need forboostingbilateral
relations in different fields, specially in trade,
economicand bankingsectors.

oreign Ministry During the sixth meeting of the
Committee of [ran-Oman Strategic Consultations
in the Iranian capital, Director General for
Persian Gulf Affairs at the Iranian Foreign
Ministry Mohammad Farazmand and Acting
Undersecretary for Diplomatic AffairsatOman's
Foreign Ministry Mohammed bin Awadh al Hassan
explored avenues forbolsteringand reinvigorating
mutual cooperation.The two sides also discussed
keyissuesand latestregional developments. At
the end of the negotiations, the two sides signed
several documents.Iran and Oman have had
good economicrelations from old times and the
tieshave even expanded in recentyears due to
extended bank cooperation between the two
countries.In mid-April, Iran and its Southern
neighboring country Oman agreed to finalize a
cooperation pactonan offshore pipeline project.
Iranand Oman had for longbeen negotiating to
produce LNGinits Qalhatliquefaction plant. The
projectinvolves piping gas from southernIranto
the Persian Gulfsultanate and liquefyingitinto
LNG for shipments tointernational markets.

Iran FM holds phone talks with new

Iraqi counterpart

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
on Thursday had a phone conversation with his
new Iraqi counterpart Mohamed Alial-Hakim,
congratulatinghim onbeingelected to the post.
During the phone call, Zarif wished success for
thelraqidiplomatinhis new post, expressing
hope thatthe current good relations between
Tehran and Baghdad could expand furtherin
all areas, meeting the two sides’ interests.The
Iranian foreign minister also thanked the Iraqi
governmentand nation for theirwarm hospitality
towards the [ranian pilgrims who are flocking
tolIraq’sholy cities of Najafand Karbala to mark
Arbaeen, the 40th day after the martyrdom
anniversary of Imam Hussein.He then described
Arbaeen asthe symbol of greatness ofand respect
for Ahlal-Bayt (The family of Prophet Muhammad)
and the unity between the two nations of Iran
and Iraq.Zarifalso called for further assistance
by the Iraqi governmentto facilitate the visit for
Iranian pilgrims along the borders, particularly
inMehranborder crossing.For his part, the Iraqi
foreign minister expressed his gratitude to his
Iranian counterpart.He highlighted the good and
longstanding relations between the two nations
and called for further strengthening of ties.Al-
Hakim alsoreferred to the Iranians traveling to
Iraq for Arbaeen pilgrimage as guests of the Iraqi
governmentand nation, and assured his [ranian
counterpartthatthe Baghdad governmentwould
provide the pilgrims with the necessary facilities
duringtheir stay in the holy cities of Karbalaand
Najaf.

report

Pakmedia, experts concerned over Saudijournalistkilling

Pakistanimediaand analystsintheirreports
andarticleshave expressed serious concern
over the mysterious killing of prominent
SaudijournalistJamal Khashoggiatthe Saudi

consulateinIstanbul.

Earlier Pakistan had welcomed the contacts
between King Salman bin Abdulaziz and
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and their
desiretocontinuetoworktogethertoaddress

theJamal Khashoggiissue.

“Wewelcome the steps taken by the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabiaand Turkey to address this

statementsaid.

However,according to some mediareports,
the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) expressed dissatisfaction over
Pakistan government’s stance over the
murder of Saudijournalist.

Leading English news daily ‘Dawn’ in its
editorial said the accounts doingthe rounds
ofsenior SaudijournalistJamal Khashoggi’s

issue. Disclosing facts to the public and
bringing those responsible to justice is
importantin thisregard,” foreign ministry

murder in the kingdom'’s consulate in
[stanbul are chilling.“While authoritarian
governments the world over have no
qualmsaboutkillingdissidents —including
journalists — the details swirlingaround Mr
Khashoggiarereminiscentofthe darkages,”
itsaid.Defense analyst Talat Masood in his
article published in the ‘Express Tribune’
said the recent unfortunate eventin the
Saudiembassyin Turkey in which the Saudi
journalistKhashoggiwas murdered shookthe
conscience oftheworld and will continuetobe

focus of media fora
longtime.

“More significantly, it raised a broader
question of the rule of law, state of human
rights, stage of democraticevolution,” hesaid.
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Istahan hosts special force task of
organizing municipal jobs

o Thejointmeeting of thespecial forcetask of
1’»/ organizing the urban municipal unions will
be held in the guesthouse of Isfahan mu-
nicipality today.
The municipalities of Mashhad, Tabriz, Karaj, Shiraz,
Ahvaz, Qom, Orumieh, Zahedan, Khorramabad,
Hamedan, Rasht, Kermanshah, Ghazvin, Sari,
Birjand, Isfahan,and Tehranare presentin the force
tasksthatare goingtobe held today.
It is supposed to pursue the activities of the
municipality regarding the previous acts of the
cabinetaboutthe fruitand agricultural products
markets and the way ofimplementing the code of
organizingtheurbanillicitbusiness authorized by
the cabinet, and to investigate the primary draft
ofidentifying thejobsand annoying tradesin the

jointmeeting of the special force task of organizing
the urban municipal unions, jobs, and activities of
the municipalities across the country and special
force task of managing the supply ofthe agricultural
products and basic consumption needs of the
municipalities.

Training workshops in cultural
centers to be standardized

"The cultural centers affiliated to Is-

_:’/ fahan municipality have fulfilled
the two determined purposes of the
entrepreneurship and culture-building prac-
tices successfully,” the head of Cultural, and
Sports Commission of Isfahan Islamic City
Council said.

"When we are talking about a child,
teenager, or a senior-friendly city, it
means thatthe health of citizensis of great
importance, therefore, we try to encourage
peopleto thinking more abouttheir health,”
Farideh Roshansaid.

"In the past, the municipality only tried to
follow the service approaches,butnow, the
policies of the municipality has changed
and turned into a cultural-social one. Itis
expected thatthe urban managementseeks
for the promotion and culture-building
practices toward the health ofthe city and
citizens," she said.

"Theurban projects,such asdevelopment
and service projects, should have livability
approach and be suitable for citizens' lives,
and special attention should be paid to the
environmentalissuesand people'shealthas
well," she continued.

Emphasizing on this fact that we should
provide a healthy, safe, and peaceful city
for citizens, she added, "Developing the
health culture has always been one of the
prominent purposes that has fulfilled
with the support of the deputy mayor
for culture, social deputy of the cultural-
social organization of the municipality and
the head of health culture development
departmentoflsfahan municipality.”

Rial Devaluation Lifts Iran’s
Trade Balance

Official: Uzbekistan Deems as Important
Connecting to Chabahar Portvia Railroad

A senior Uzbek official announced on
Wednesday that connecting Uzbekistan to
Chabahar Port, in Southeastern Iran, will play
abigrole for Tashkentto promote transit of
goods and willlead to economicgrowthboth for
Uzbekistanand Iran.

Deputy Managing Director of Uzbekistan
Railway Sagdullaev Fazlitdin Fatkhullaevich
said thatthelongtrack hasagreatcapacity
intransportation of goods from the north to
south ofIran, whereitmeets ChabaharPort-a
strategichub connectingIranto free watersand
Indian Ocean.

Upon completion, the project will lead to the
promotion oftrades and boosting economic
relationsbetween the two countries,headded.
Fatkhullaevich noted thatIran hasasignificant
share in Uzbekistan's market, and said,
"Tashkentislooking forward to connectto the
free watersvialranian routes and Chabahar
Port."

He expressed hopethatthe Chabahar-Zahedan
railroad projectwillbecome operationalinnear
future,and said the rawill play help linking the
Central Asian countries to free waters.
Chabahar-Zahedan Railroad is envisaged to
facilitate the transportofgoods from India to

thelandlocked countries ofthe Commonwealth
ofIndependent Statesas well as Afghanistan.
The official also urged the necessity ofboosting
trilateral cooperationbetween Iran, Uzbekistan
and Afghanistan to link via extension of the
Termez-Hairatan railway which connects
Uzbekistan to Mazar-e-Sharifin Afghanistan.
The railway is expected to create areliable,
safe,and sustainable transportlink between
Afghanistan and its neighboring countriesto
increaseregional cooperationand trade.
Chabahar port,located in Southeastern Iran
and North of Oman Sea, allows Indiato access
Afghanistan through thesea.

Lastyear, India sent two cargos of wheat to
Afghanistan through Chabahar to expand
international shipmentsbefore completing the
portconstruction.

Chabahar portwillalso provide access to four
citiesin Afghanistan to India.

The firstphase ofthe port was inaugurated on
December 2017, with the Iranian President
Hassan Rouhaniand representatives from
Indiaand otherregional countries attendingthe
ceremony.Chabaharportwillbeaturning-point
inIran-Indiaties, since the portwill reduce
transportcosts and time for India to a third.

Russia calls forincreased coop. with Iranin

vaccine production

Russian Health Minister Veronika Skvortsova
has called for closer cooperation with Iran on
production of vaccines, given the country's
valuable experience in pharmaceutical
industry.

She made theremarkson Friday inameeting
with Iranian Health Minister Hassan
Ghazizadeh Hashemion the sideline of the
Global Conference on Primary Health Carin
Astana, Kazakhstan.

Skvortsovaalsotouched upon PresidentPutin’s
order forreducing import of medicines by
2019,addingthatIran-Russiajointcommittees
should be swifter in materializing agreements

ofthe health sector.

Iranian Health Minister; for his part, highlighted
theneed toboostbilateral cooperation with
Russiaindifferentfields ofthe health sector.

Hashemi also invited his Russian
counterpart to visit Iran and
further discuss ways to enhance
ties.

The two-day Global Conference on Primary
Health Careis co-hosted by the government
of Kazakhstan, WHO, and UNICEF, and will
wrap up today. Health ministers from 194
countriesacrosstheglobearetakingpartinthe
event.
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