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NEWS

v

Monthlyexportofsweets,
chocolates, cereal products
rises 21%yr/yr

Thevalue of Iran’s export of sweets, chocolates,
and cereal productsincreased 21 percentinthe
firstmonth ofthe currentIranian calendaryear
(March 21-April 20),as compared to the same
monthofthepastyear,anofficialwith Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO) announced.
Mahmoud Bazari, the director-general of TPO’s
office of agricultural products and processing
industries, said thatthe export ofthe mentioned
itemsalsoregistereda13-percentgrowthinterms
ofweightinthementioned month.

While mentioning Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Azerbaijanasthe main targetmarketsforthe
exportofthese products, he said the production
of sweetsand chocolatesin the countryhasmade
good progressinthelasttenyearsand canbesaid
tohaveanacceptablestatusintermsofqualityand
variety of products.

The confectioneryand chocolate industryisone
oftheoldestfoodindustriesinlran,anditisnow
thesecond-largestexporterinthe country's food
sectorafterthedairyindustry.

About 100 percent of the investmentin this
industrybelongsto the private sectorand mostof
itsproductsare competitive globally.
Theadvantage ofthe confectioneryand chocolate
industryisthe supply of itsraw materialsinside
the country.

With thisadvantage, any investmentwill bring
profittothisindustry.
Asaresultofsupportingdomestic producers
and productsand banningtheimportofforeign
productsinthissector, Iranian producersarenow
abletomeettheneedsofthedomesticmarketand
arewelcomed by domesticconsumers.
Thisindustryisalsotargeted toboostexportto
differentmarketsallaround the world.
Iranexportssweetsand chocolatesto 66 countries
and the annual exportof $1 billion has been
planned for thisindustry.While the industry is
trying to materialize the objective of surge in
productionandalsoboostexport, itisfacingsome
challengesespeciallyintermsofproduction,asthe
production costsareincreasing.

Metal Company IPO
Disappoints

Iran FaraBourse, the junior equity marketin
Tehran on Wednesday hosted aninitial public
offer for shares ofametal company on Wednesday.
Iranian Lead and Zinc Production and
Development Company offered 15% ofits stake
comprising 75 million shares, outofatotal 500
millionshares ofthe company.As expected the[PO
wasnotwelcomed aswasthe case forother IPOs
lastyear. Accordingto the IFB, shareswerebought
by 2.45 million trading codes --less than halfthe
numbersregisteredlastSeptember. The company
sold each share for 7,842 rials generating 588
billionrials ($2.7 million) viathe IPO, being the
second companythatmakesdebutinthe current
fiscalyear (startedin March),accordingtoapress
release posted on the I[FB’s website.Founded
in2009, the newlylisted companyislocated in
western Zanjan Province with an annual capacity
0of 255,000 tons of zinc concentrateand 25,000
tons oflead concentrate.IPOs used to return
high amid frenzy of buyers competingto graba
slice of stakes oflisted company. Butwith market
indicators plummeting, the shares of manylisted
companies dropped belowthe pricessetatthe
[PO,underminingthetrustofmillions ofinvestors
asseeninthehugedeclineinnewIPOs.
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Petrochemical projects worthover 1.3$b

go operational

President Hassan Rouhani on Thursday

inaugurated three major petrochemical

projectsworth 1.304$ billionin southwestern

Iran through avideo conference.

Inaugurated
in Khuzestan
and Bushehr
provinces, the
mentioned
projects

NEWS

_EEE  are going to

create job
opportunities for over
2,454 people, IRNA
reported.
As reported, the
new petrochemical
units, namely Masjed
Soleiman Urea and
Ammonia unit,
Assaluyeh Exir Halale
Petrochemical Plant,
and Sabalan Methanol
unit, will add a total
of 3.5 million tons
to the country’s
annual petrochemical
production capacity.
The said projects
have been put into
operation following a
series ofinaugurations
in the country’s
petrochemical industry
as the government is
takingserious measures
forrealizing the second
leap oftheindustry:.
Some 17 petrochemical
projects worth
about $12 billion
were planned to be
inaugurated acrossthe
countryinthe previous
Iranian calendar year

(ended on March 20)
to realize the second
leap of the industry, 12
of which were putinto
operation and therest
were postponed into the
currentyear due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
The petrochemical
industry plays a crucial
role in Iran’s non-
oil economy, as the
petrochemical export
is the second-largest
source of revenue for
the country after crude
oil. ~ Petrochemical
exports already
constitute nearly 33
percentofthe country’s
non-oil exports.

Iran has been highly
developing this sector
over the recent years
as the development
of the giant South
Pars gas field (Iran
shares with Qatar
in the Persian Gulf)

has been supplying
more feedstock to the
petrochemical units.

Also, the U.S.
sanctioning Iran’s oil
exports hasencouraged
more development of
the  petrochemical
industry to boost
exports from this sector.
Now, pursuing the
second and third
leap in this sector, the
countryaimstoboostits
annual petrochemical
production capacity
to 100 million tons in
the current Iranian
calendar year (March

2021-March 2022)
from the current
66 million tons.

While the leap in the
petrochemical output
is a big measure to
boost Iran’s non-oil
exports, it also plays
averysignificantrole
in the realization of

the current Iranian
calendar year’s
motto, which is
“Production: Support
and Elimination of
Obstacles”.

Balanced development
of the petrochemical
industry hasalsobeen
of particular interest
among the National
Petrochemical
Company (NPC)
strategies for the
current year since
the development of
downstreamindustries
will prevent the sale
of raw materials and
resultinthe production
of products with higher
added value.Domestic
equipment, licenses,
and technological
knowledge have
been used in most of
the underway and
completed projectsin
thisindustry.

Exports from Isfahan
province increase by

3.5 folds

Asannounced by a provincial official, the
value of exports from Isfahan province
rose by 3.5 foldsin the first month of the
currentIranian calendar year (March
21-April 20),as compared to the first
month ofthe previousyear.

Rasoul Kouhestani, the director-general
ofthe province’s customs department,

said that 175 million tons of commodities
worth $123 million were exported from
the province in the mentioned month,
which indicates also a 201-percent
growth in terms of weight.
Hementioned products such asiron, steel,
and carpet, as well as petrochemical,
chemical, organicand dairy products as
the main exported goods.
The official further stated that Iraq,
China, the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Afghanistan, and Indonesia were the
major exportdestinations ofthe products.

Ashepreviouslyannounced, over 6.19
million tons of products worth $2.072
billion were exported from Isfahan
provinceinthe pastIranian calendaryear
(ended onMarch 20).Kouhestanisaid the
annual export from the province shows
21percentdropintermsofvalue,and 16
percentfallin terms of weight.The official
named steel, petrochemical products,and
carpetasthe major exported products,
and Iraq, China, UAE, Afghanistan, and
Indonesiaas the main export markets of
the productsinthepastyear.
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or 2.5 percent,inthe past
Iranian calendar week.

The
1.154 million points
on Wednesday (the last
working day of the week).
During the past week, the
indices of Social Security
Investment
Mobarakeh Steel Company;,
Iran Khodro Company,
Isfahan

index closed at

Company,

0il Refining

TSE’smainindexfalls 2.5% in
aweek

TEDPIX, the main index Company, National
of Tehran Stock Exchange Iranian Copper Industry
(TSE),lost29,000 points, Company, and Saipa

Company were the most
widely followed indices.
Mohammadreza Pour-
Ebrahimi, the chairman of
the Iranian parliament’s
economic
has said recently that the
stock marketis going to
follow a positive trend
in the current Iranian
calendaryear (started on
March21).

committee
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Irannon-oil
exporthits

46% growth
President of the
Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration
(IRICA) said thatthe
country exported
$5.6 billion worth
of non-oil goods
and commodities
toforeign countries
from March 21 to
May 15,2021.
Speaking at
23rd meeting of
Representatives
Board of Tehran
Chamber of
Commerce,
Industries, Mines
and Agriculture
(TCCIMA) on
Tue., Mehdi Mir-
Ashrafi said that
Islamic Republic
of Iran imported
4.5 million tons of
products, valued at
$5.6 billion, since
the beginning of
the current year
(started March
21) up to May
15, showing a
28 percent hike
as compared to

the last year’s
corresponding
period.

Some 15.5 million
tons of non-oil
goods, valued at
$5.6 billion, was
exported from the
country from March
21toMay 15,2021,
registering a 46
percentgrowth as
compared to the
same period oflast
year, Mir-Ashrafi
reiterated.

According to the
statistics, totally
145.7 million
tons of non-oil
goods, valued at
$73 billion, were
exported and
imported from/
to the countrylast
year (from March
21,2020 to March
20, 2021), IRICA

presidentadded.
He went on
to say that

10,343,000 tons
of commodities,
valued at $5.762
billion, were
exchanged between
Iran andits trader
partnerinthe first
Iranian month of
Farvardin in the
currentyear (from
March 21 to April
20), showinga 32
and 62.5 percent
hike bothinterms
ofweightand value
respectively.
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Continuation
of Trump-era
sanctions
under Biden

unacceptable
TheIranian foreign
minister has told
the EU foreign
policy chief that
the continuation
and using Trump-
era's illegal
and inhumane
sanctions
as leverage
by the Biden
administration is
unacceptable to
[ran.

According to a
statement by the
Iranian Foreign
Ministry, the top
Iranian diplomat
Mohammad Javad
Zarif has made
the remarks
in a telephone
conversation with
the European
Union's High
Representative
for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy
Josep Borrell.
During the phone
call, the latest
development
revolving around
the ongoing talks
inViennabetween
Iran and the
remaining parties
to the JCPOA to
salvage the deal
and the previously
reported
significant
progress made in
the talks, as well
as the remaining
unresolvableissues
were discussed by
thetwo diplomats.
Zarif praised the
efforts made by
Borrell and his
colleagues in the
EU foreign policy
department,
but he criticized
the continued
UsS economic
terrorism  that
the previous US
administration
waged  against
Tehranbutthe new
US administration
is still exercising
five months after
Bidentook office.
TheIranian foreign
minister said that
the continuation
and using Trump-
era's illegal
and inhumane
sanctions
as leverage
by the Biden
administration is
unacceptable to
[ran.

—

Votes show Damascus moving in right direction of

democracy

Iranian Parliament Speaker's Special Aide for the International Affairs Amir-Abdollahian
hasattached greatimportance to the holding of the ongoing Presidential elections in Syria.
"Timelyholding of presidential elections in Syria shows that Damascusis movingin the right
direction of democracy," said the Special Assistantto the Speaker ofthe Iranian Parliament
for International Affairs Hossein Amir-Abdollahianin a post on his Twitter accountin
reference to the first stage of the Presisdential elections in Syria for the Syriansresidingin
other countriesyesterday.The Iranian parliamentary officialadded that "The governments
thatresorted to stagingathe terrorist war with the goal of tearing down and disintegrating
Syriaare now opposing the presidential elections in Syria, but the people will make their
choice."Syrians abroad cast their ballots in the presidential vote on Thursday, while the

votinginside Syriaistobeheld on May 26.

Ceasefire signals victory of Resistance in Gaza

A ceasefire hasbeenannounced to end Israeliaggression on Gaza and many observers believe
thistobeavictory forthe Palestinian Resistance.The [sraeli cabinetunanimously approved late
Thursday an Egyptian ceasefire proposal in Gaza, knowing thatit will take into effect on Friday
at2a.m.Reports mentioned that Cairo will dispatch two security delegations into Gazaand Tel
Avivinordertofollow up theimplementation of the ceasefire, Al-Manarreported. The Palestinian
resistance announced thatit commits to the ceasefire,addingbutitwould remain vigilantand
ready to confrontany [sraeli aggression on Gaza.Hamas military spokesman, Abu Obeida,
stressed, on behalfofall the factions, that the Palestinian resistance has prepared amajorblow
tothe entire Zionistentity from Haifa through Ramon ifthe Zionistenemy violates the ceasefire.
Thelsraeliaggression on Gazahasbeen ongoingsince May 10,leaving more than 232 martyrsand
1900 injuries. The Palestinian resistance has fired around 4600 missiles at the Zionist cities and
settlements since the startofthe aggression on May 10, inflictingheavylosses upon the [sraelis.

Iran Will Never Leave Palestine Alone, e
IRGC Quds Force Commander Reiterates

v

TAEA in talks with Iran
to extend inspections

Commander of the Islamic Revolution

Guards Corps Quds Force Brigadier General

Esmaeil Qaani hailed the Palestinian

L«

nation’s “epical” struggle against the Zionist

regime of [srael and underscored Iran’s

continued supportfor Palestine.

Iranwill notleave
Palestine alone

N7} and will never
N E w s end its support

for Palestinians,
NEWS no matter how
much challenges

&4/&;

agreement

The International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) isintalks with Iran on extending a
three-monthinspections agreementthat
expires on Friday.

The UN nuclear watchdogis still in talks
with Iran on extending a three-month
monitoring deal that expires on Friday, it
said on Thursday, accordingto areportby
Reuters.

ThelAEAadded thatitwill provideanupdate
within days.

"The Agency and Iran are currently in
consultationsregardingtheimplementation
ofthe existingunderstanding,” the [AEA said

may intensify and dangers

may increase, General from 02:00 am on Friday itsattacksagainstGazaafter flights. The inbound flights

inastatement,addingthatthe agreement
struckonFeb. 21 "remainsin effect".
"The Director-General will provide an

Esmaeil Qaani said in (23:00GMT on Thursday),

messages to senior Hamas
andIslamic]ihadmovements’
commanders MuhammadZaif
and Akramal-Ajouri.

“We will continue (our
support) until the downfall
ofthe occupyingregime,”he
added.

“You, the Palestinian
resistance groups, created a
magnificentepic with your
steadfastness and proved
the enemy’s weakness,” the
generalsaid, addingthatthe
resistance forces humiliated
thelsraeliregime’sarmy.
“Your capabilities are far
greater than the enemy has
seensofarandevenimagines,”
thetop commanderstressed.
“Wehavenodoubtthatwewill
enter Al-AgsaMosqueand say
prayerstherewithdignityand
strength,”hewentontosay.
The message came as the
Israeli regime’s “security
cabinet” approved what it
called “Egypt’s proposal” for
aceasefire amid continued
avalanche of retaliatory
attacks from the Gaza Strip
in response to Tel Aviv’s
escalation.

Theceasefire cameinto effect

according to the regime’s
announcementon Thursday.
“The Security Cabinet
unanimously accepted the
recommendation ofallheads
of security services, the chief
of general staff, the head of
ShinBet (theregime’sinternal
security service), the head of
the Mossad (theregime’s spy
agency),and the head ofthe
National Security Council to
acceptthe Egyptianinitiative
onabilateral ceasefire, which
will comeinto forcelater;” the
statementsaid.

Senior Hamas official Osama
Hamdan also confirmed
reports about the potential
of the truce, in remarks
to Lebanon’s al-Mayadeen
television network, saying,
“Theresistance movement
has received guarantees
from the mediators thatthe
aggressionon Gazawillstop.”
According to NBC News,
the Egyptian government
--whichhasinthe pastbeen
involvedin mediatory efforts
between the two sides-- said
the truce would be “mutual
andsimultaneous.”
Thelsraeliregimeintensified

the coastal sliver rose up were all redirected to the

inprotestin supportofthe
Palestinians in the Israeli-
blockaded West Bank, who
had come under weeks of
significantly violent Israeli
assaults.“Other guarantees
havealsobeenreceivedabout
theexpulsion ofthe occupying
regime fromal-Quds’ Sheikh
Jarrahneighborhoodand the
al-Agqsa Mosque,” Hamdan
added.

The resistance began its
reprisal on the exactday as
theescalationstartedand has
so far, according to Tel Aviv
itself, fired more than 4,000
rocketstowardsthe occupied
territories.

The reprisal has swept
through the entirety of the
occupiedlands.

Also on Thursday, it was
reported that continued
avalanche of retaliatory
rockets from the Gaza Strip
had imposed a complete
shutdown over Ben Gurion
International Airportoutside
Tel Aviv, the Israeliregime’s
mainairterminal.

Israeli media outlets said
theairportwas closed offto
all inbound and outbound

Ramon Airportlocatedinthe
Timna Valley in the extreme
southernpartofthe occupied
territories.
Therocketattacksalsoearlier
setoffsirensthroughoutthe
whole “Gazaenvelope,”which
comprises theillegal Israeli
settlements thatlie within
sevenkilometers (4.3 miles)
ofthe coastalsliver.

The Gaza-based resistance
movement of Hamas
identified the cities of
Ashdod and Ashkelon near
the enclave’s border with
the occupied territories
as the latest target of its
counterattacks.

The Israeli attacks have
killed hundredsin Gazaand
scores of othersinthe West
Bank. Atleast 10 people have,
meanwhile,beenkilled during
theresistance’sretaliation.
Reportsabouttheregime’s
intention towards a truce
came a day after deputy
Hamas leader Mousa Abu
Marzouq declared victory
onthepartoftheresistance
group,and predicted that Tel
Avivwould stop its attacks
soon.

update tothe (IAEA) Board of Governorsin
the comingdays."

Iranisengagedintalks with the remaining
partiestothenucleardeal (JCPOA) known as
the P4+1tosalvagethe dealinthe Austrian
capital of Vienna. At the end of the fourth
round of Vienna talks on Wednesday, the
head ofthe Iranian delegation at the talks
Abbass Araghchi said that "Very good
progresswas made," though,headded there
arestillissuesremainingtobe agreed upon.
Iranand the UN nuclear watchdogreached
a temporary agreement that expires
tomorrow almost three months ago to
extend the partial implementation of the
Additional Protocol, which gives access to
IrannuclearsitestoIAEAinspectors.

Iran hasvowed already thatitwillleave the
Viennatalksifitfeelstheyaretakingtimeand
the other partiesarenotseriousand arejust
killingthetime.

The decisionto stop implementation ofthe
Additional Protocol was inaccordance with
apieceoflegislationapprovedin Parliament
last December which set a deadline for
the US toliftall the sanctions otherwise
Iran willleave the Protocol. Iran has so far
increased uranium enrichmentto above
60% in compliance with the parliamentlaw.
ThetopIraniannegotiatortold the Japanese
NHK on Wednesday that the Iranian
governmentwould decidelater on extending
cooperation with the UN nuclear watchdog.

Hamas Retaliatory Attacks Force Israel to Accept Ceasefire

The Israeliregime’s “security cabinet” approved whatit
called “Egypt’s proposal” for a ceasefire amid continued
avalanche ofretaliatory attacks from the Gaza Strip in
response to Tel Aviv’s escalation.

The ceasefire came into effect from 02:00 am on Friday
(23:00 GMT on Thursday), according to the regime’s
announcementon Thursday.

"The Security Cabinet unanimously accepted the
recommendation ofall heads of security services, the chief
of general staff, the head of Shin Bet (the regime’s internal
security service), the head ofthe Mossad (theregime’s
spyagency),and the head ofthe National Security Council
toacceptthe Egyptianinitiative on abilateral ceasefire,
whichwill comeinto forcelater,” the statementsaid.
Senior Hamas official 0sama Hamdan also confirmed
reports aboutthe potential of the truce, in remarks to
Lebanon’sal-Mayadeen television network, saying, "The
resistance movementhasreceived guarantees fromthe
mediators thatthe aggression on Gazawill stop.”
According to NBC News, the Egyptian government --
which hasinthe pastbeeninvolved in mediatory efforts
between the two sides -- said the truce would be "mutual
and simultaneous."

The Israeliregime intensified its attacks against Gaza

afterthe coastal sliverrose up in protestin supportofthe
Palestiniansinthe Israeli-blockaded West Bank, who had
come under weeks of significantly violent Israeliassaults.
“Other guarantees have also beenreceived about the
expulsion ofthe occupyingregime fromal-Quds’ Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood and the al-Aqsa Mosque,” Hamdan
added.

Theresistance beganitsreprisal onthe exactdayasthe
escalation started and has so far, according to Tel Aviv
itself, fired more than 4,000 rockets towards the occupied
territories.

The reprisal has swept through the entirety of the
occupiedlands.

Also on Thursday, it was reported that continued
avalanche ofretaliatory rockets from the Gaza Strip
hadimposed a complete shutdown over Ben Gurion
International Airportoutside Tel Aviv, the Israeliregime’s
main air terminal.

Israelimedia outlets said the airport was closed off to
allinbound and outbound flights. The inbound flights
were all redirected to the Ramon Airportlocated in the
Timna Valleyin the extreme southern partofthe occupied
territories.

Therocketattacksalso earlier set off sirens throughout

whole “Gazaenvelope,”
which comprisestheillegal Israeli settlements that
liewithinsevenkilometers (4.3 miles) of the coastal sliver.
The Gaza-based resistance movementof Hamasidentified
the cities of Ashdod and Ashkelon near the enclave’s
borderwith the occupied territories as the latesttarget of
itscounterattacks.
The [sraeli attacks have killed hundreds in Gaza and
scores of othersinthe West Bank. Atleast 10 people have,
meanwhile, beenkilled during the resistance’s retaliation.
Reportsaboutheregime’sintention towardsatruce came
aday after deputy Hamas leader Mousa Abu Marzougq
declared victory on the part of the resistance group, and
predicted that Tel Avivwould stop itsattacks soon.
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hits %46 growth
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Iranianrower
B advances to final of
Olympic qualifiers

Iranian canoe single
rower Mohammad Nabi
o Rezaeihasreachedthe
final of the 2021 ICF
Canoe Sprint Global

Isfahan province OlympicQualifierwhich

increaseby3.5 isunderwayinRussia's
Barnaul.

folds o The 2021 ICF Canoe
Sprint Global Olympic

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

Qualifieris underway
in Barnaul between
May20-21,2021 with

04:25:21 o
the participation of 60
Nooncalltoprayer: teams, including the
13:00:02 Iranian canoe single
Evening call to prayer: team.
| B From Iran in the
2L 1000m Canoe
Single  competition,

High:34°c
Low:20°c

Mohammad NabiRezaei
is participating in the
competitions as part
ofthe national Iranian
rowing team to qualify
for the Tokyo Olympics
games.

US has no plans to fully lift any sanctions yet

Washington doesnotintend to completelyliftany of the oil, banking, financial and energy sanctions
onlIran,butitseekstoliftthebansinasequential manner.People familiar with the matter have told
the Tehran-based Press TV thatthe United States does notintend to completely liftany of the oil,
banking, financial and energy sanctions against Tehran, butintends to temporarily suspend some
oftheminalong, step-by-step manner.The United Stateshas notyetaccepted thelifting of sanctions
onlranduringthe Viennatalks, therefore Iran will notbenefiteconomically.According to the report,
Washington hasalsonotaccepted the verification oflifting of sanctions which require aperiod of at
leastthree to sixmonths.The UShasalso notaccepted any commitmentnotto re-impose sanctions
orwithdraw from JCPOA again.

Instead, the USseeks to only return tothe JCPOA andinordertobeable touse the trigger mechanism

forthereturn ofinternational sanctions.

Iran Will Never Lieave Palestine Alone,
IRGC Quds Force Commander Reiterates 5

MostJapanese Firms Want Olympics to Be
Cancelled Or Postponed

Nearly %70 of Japanese firms want the Tokyo Olympics

either cancelled or postponed, a survey found,

underscoring concerns thatthe Games will increase

coronavirusinfectionsatatime when the medical system

isunderheavy strain.

With justnine weeks to go before the
Games, states of emergency have been
imposedinmuch ofJapan until the end of
the month to counteraspikeininfections
thathasresultedinashortage of medical
staffand hospitalbedsinsomeareas.
The country's vaccination program has
alsobeen particularly slow, with just 4%
ofthe populationinoculated, the lowest
rateamongthe Group of Seven nations.
The Corporate Survey, conducted May
6-17 by Reuters, showed 37% of firms
wereinfavorof cancellation, while 32%
wantapostponement.

In particular, those calling for a
cancellation have increased from
February whenthe same questionswere
asked inthe monthly survey. Then, 29%
were keen on a cancellation while 36%
favored adelay.

"There'sno way thatthe Olympics can go
ahead underthe currentcircumstances,”
amanager atametals firm wrote in the
survey.

"Nothing the governmentdoes seems to
bewell-planned. Allitappearstobe doing
isspreadinganxiety."

Theresults of the survey areroughly in
line with publicopinion polls.

Many Tokyo residents say, however, they
are conflicted aboutholding the Games.
"Variant strains could enter, creating a
terrible situation," said Keiko Yamamura,
a58-yearoldyogainstructor."Butwhen
think of the athletes who have worked so
hard,I'dliketoletthemdoit."

The government and International
Olympic Committee have repeatedly
said the Gameswill go ahead. About70%
ofthe 10,500 athletes due to attend have
already qualified.

Ifthe Games, which have already been
postponed by ayear, were cancelled, a
quarter ofthe firms expectbigeconomic
losses. Butnearly 60% said economic
losses would be limited while another
13% said they expecteconomiclossesto
berelatively small.

The survey, conducted for Reuters
by Nikkei Research, canvassed some
480 large and midsize non-financial
companies, of whichabout 230 answered
questions onthe Olympics. Respondents
participateinthe survey on condition of
anonymity.

Tens of Thousands Thereisjustoveramonthto

age . gobefore the government’s

of EU Citizensin UK deadline for the EU settlement

to Lose Legal Status  scheme (EUSS) - which

Next Month Due to guarantees post-Brexit
Brexit‘Cliﬂ'Edge’ residency -closeson 30]June.

More than 50

Tens of thousands of EU
citizens in the UK could lose
theirlegal status next month
because of an “arbitrary”
deadline that will leave
vulnerable people in an
“intolerable situation”, MPs
and peershave warned.

parliamentarians from all
partiesandinbothhouseshave
written a joint-letter to UK
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
warning that EU citizens will
be forced out of the country
“overnight” unless the “cliff-

edge”isremoved.
Theysaythatevenifonly 1 per
centofthe estimated 4 million
EUcitizensarenotabletoapply
ontime, tens ofthousands of
peoplewillbeleftvulnerableto
detentionand removal.

The Home Office’s outreach
campaign has failed to reach
sufficient numbers of EU
citizensamidsta pandemic
that has severely disrupted
supportservices, the letter
warns.

UN should hold Israeli regime accountable
forits war crimes

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifurged

the United Nations tohold the Israeliregime accountable

for its war crimes against the oppressed people of

Palestine.

Inastatementaddressinga UN General Assembly
Sessionontheissue of Palestine, Zarif condemned
the cruel aggression of the [sraeliregime against
Palestinians.

"In this regard, the General Assembly, as
the collective conscience of the international
community, hasavital responsibility to condemn
[srael'smilitaryaggressionanditsethniccleansing
and adoptnecessary measures to hold Israel
accountable foritswar crimesand crimes against
humanity," Zarifwroteina statement which was
read by Ambassador Majid Takht-Ravanchi.
Hereisthefulltextofthe statement:

Mr.President,

At the outset, I would like to thank you for
convening this timely meeting as the world
witnessesthemosthorrificatrocities perpetrated
bythelIsraeliregimeagainstinnocentPalestinians.
Formore than seven decades, the Israelibrutal
policies and practices have continued to violate
the fundamental human rights and dignity of
the Palestinian people. Asaresult, Palestinians
have been deprived of their lands, properties
andbusinesseswhilebeingforcibly evicted from
theirhomesand subjected toviolence, terror;and
intimidation. The Israeliregime, inline withits
discriminatoryand racistapartheid policies, has
totallynegated any rightofthe Palestinianstoself-
determinationunderthetitle of “one Jewish State”.
Moreover, ithastakenunprecedented measures
and provocationstoaccelerate Judaizing Al-Quds
Al-Sharifandalteringits demographiccomposition
through the elimination of Palestinian Christians
and Muslimsinthe Holy City.Duringthe pastweek,
Israeliforces have bombarded the Gaza Strip,
theworld’sbiggestopen-air prison,and through
wagingadisproportionate war by resorting to
advanced weaponryinthe mostcruel and brutal
mannerhave massacred hundreds of Palestinians
andinjured thousands of civilians. In the midst
of an ongoing pandemic, the Israeli military

attackagainst Gazahas destroyed thousands of
homes, flattened entire apartmentbuildings as
wellas commercial buildings, including those
housingjournalists,and damaged other civilian
vitalinfrastructuresinablatantand systematic
violation ofhuman rights, humanitarianlawand
internationallaw. Theyevenkilled thehead of Gaza
Covid-19responseteam.

And yet, the Security Council - despite the
continued mass dispossession, occupation,and
persecutionofthe Palestinian peoplebytheIsraeli
regime - remains obstructed by the U.S. from
upholdingits Charter dutiesand shoulderingits
responsibility to stop violation of United Nations
resolutions. Inthisregard, the General Assembly,
asthe collective conscience of the international
community, hasavitalresponsibility to condemn
Israel’'smilitaryaggressionanditsethniccleansing
and adoptnecessary measures to hold Israel
accountableforitswar crimesand crimesagainst
humanity.Theimmoralapproach ofsome Western
governmentsinequatingvictims with culpritsis
reprehensible, unjustand unacceptable. Denial of
thetotalasymmetryinthesituationofanoccupier
and oppressoragainstanoccupiedand oppressed
peoplenotonlyexposeshypocrisyandanextreme
lack of moral compass, butamountsto complicity
inthe crimes perpetrated against Palestinians.
We emphasize thatthe people of Palestine are
fullyentitled to defend themselvesand to defy the
tyrannicaltactics of thisracistapartheid regime.
The usurpation of another Arab neighborhood
surrounding Al-Agsamosque provesthe futility
ofnormalizationbysome Arabstates.
Itisevidentthatthe only pathtopeaceinPalestine
istheholdingofareferendumamongallresidents
of Palestine, Jews, Christians and Muslims,
includingdisplaced Palestiniansand refugees.
The Islamic Republic of Iran, Mr. President,
reaffirmsits strong support forand solidarity
with the just cause of Palestine and reaffirms
its commitment to continue supporting the
Palestinian people in their quest to achieve
theirinalienablerights and legitimate national
aspirations, including their right to self-
determination, freedom and independence in
their State of Palestine with Al-Quds Al-Sharifas
its capital.
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