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Attraction

I
"Tomb of
Hafez
Adreamy
mausoleum
honors
Persia’smost
famous poet

The Tomb of Hafez is
inapeaceful, garden
settingthatdrips with
anambience of poetry
and romance. The
14th-century writer
is considered the
Shakespeare of [ran,
one of the greatest
Persian poets of all
time, and a source of
national pride.
Hafez's  collected
works, the Divan, is
regardedasapinnacle
of Persian literature.
Mosteveryhomeinthe
country contains this
book,anditisregularly
read and consulted
for guidance and
inspiration. The poet
isreveredasafolkhero
tothisday,and people
congregateathistomb,
especiallyatsunset, to
paytheirrespects.
Located in his home
city of Shiraz, Hafez’s
tomb lies in the
Musalla  Gardens,
insidean open pavilion
encircled by eight
columns, topped with
a mosaic tiled dome
that glowsbeautifully
when lit at night.
The current pavilion
and  surrounding
memorial structures
were createdin 1935,
expanding on the
originalmemorial built
in1773.

The marble tomb is
engraved with one
of the poet’s verses,
includingtheselines:
Onthe day of my death,
givemeaminute’stime
toseteyesonthee,
Then, from the world
andlife, Iwillbesetfree.
Hafez was born
Khwaja Shams-ud-Din
Muhammad Hafez-e
Shirazibetween 1317
and 1326,and died in
1389.He was a gifted
and prolificpoetand
religiousscholarwhose
unique style was often
influenced by verses
fromthe Quran, which
he had completely
memorized as achild.
Hence his pen name
became Hafez, meaning
“guardian.”

The poems he wrote
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Masjed-e Agha Bozorg: Gorgeous

blend of Islamic, Persian architecture
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Agha Bozorgis the name of
one of the finest mosquesin
Kashan, Isfahan province.

The historical mosque, built
in the late 18th century,
is famous for its precise,
symmetric architecture and
attractive appearance.

Lovely mosque and theological
college, easy to visit with very
simple architecture contrasting
with some of the showier stuff
youseeinotherpartsofthe world.
Ithas a courtyard in from and
behind the mosque. Thereisalso
anunderground level, where the
praying ceremony probably used
to take place.Ibelieve that this
mosque with its quite robustand
harmonious design is a must-
gowhenyouarein Kashan. Itis
juston the way to the historical
houses.

Agha Bozorg Mosque is the
historical mosque which was
builtin thelate 18th century. Itis
famous forits symmetric pattern
and attractive appearance. The
beautiful dome is flanked by
amazing minarets adorned with
colorful tilesarranged in some
geometric shapes. Its central
courtyard and poolinthe middle
are a good example of Persian
architecture.

This magnificentarchitectural
wonder is very atmospheric
and excellentduring day time
and very incredible at night.
Theinteresting combination of
mosque and madrassa (school)
is really wonderful and well
constructed asits courtyard is
surrounded by students’ rooms.
One advantage of this attraction
isitslocation near the boutique
hotels of the city of Kashan
where you can stay and spend

the nightand visitthe beauty of
this mosque in the morning or
eveninginno time. This mosque
isasymbol of simplelife of the
peopleandreligiousleadersin
the past. The interesting point
isthatthereare numerous parts
inside this mosque which are
eye-catching and attractive to
take photos. Itisagood example
of Persian architecture with a
central courtyard and a poolin
the middle.

AghaBozorgwas constructed by
the master architect Ustad Haj
Sa’ban-Aliand was assisted by his
pupilnamed Ustad Ali Maryam,
who later on became one of the
mostfamousarchitects of Persia.
According to
arounddeglobecome,the mosque
houses a theological school
(Madrasah), whichissituated in
the center of this grand mosque.
The mosque was constructed for
holding prayers and preaching
sessions carried out by Mullah
Mahdi Naraqill, known as Agha
Bozorg.

The mosque consists of four
porches, two ornate minarets
and a brilliantbrick dome. Two
large iwans of the mosque are
decorated with calligraphicbands
and tileworkbearingred, blue or
yellow colorsagainstthe brick
ground.
Aniwanisarectangular hall or
space, usually vaulted, walled on
three sides, with one end entirely
open.
Oneoftheiwanissituatedin front
of the mehrab (the decorated
niche indicating the direction of
prayers) and the otherislocated
near the entrance. The wooden
front door of the mosque is
adorned with as many jewels as
thereareversesinthe Qur’an.
The imposing dome of the
mosque isbuilton the octagonal
podium and consists of double
layers. Thelower covering of the

dome carries the weight of the
ceilingandresides onthe strong
pilasters, whereas the outer
claddingenlargestheappearance
ofthedome.

Various verses from the Qur’an
areinscribed onand around the
dome, which helpsitinblending
harmoniously with therestofthe
structure. The dome is situated
right above the mihrab in the
mosque.

The beautiful dome is flanked
by acouple ofamazing minarets
adorned with colorful tiles
arranged in some geometric
shapes.

Mosaics and inscriptions of
verses from the Qur’an can be
seen adorning a large part
of the interior of Agha Bozorg
Mosque. The ceiling and the first
level chambers bear spartan
decorations, whereas the outer
partaround the arcades dons
vibrantmosaics.

The massive courtyard is one
of the mostnotable features of
the mosque. The courtyard is
flanked by anumber of chambers
and arcades, and holds another
smaller courtresiding atalevel
lower than the outer one.
Thelowerlevel court possesses
asmall pond, a fountain and a
surrounding garden edged by
anotherseries of chambers, as
well asarcades used in the hot
summer days to protect from the
soaringheat.

Although the magnificentmosque
of Agha Bozorgisdecorated using
the moderate use of colored tiles
and mosaics, itsappearance is
asceticinnature.

The cobbled veranda and brick
walls ofthe mosque makeitlook
simpleyetelegant.
AghaBozorgMosqueisvisited by
alarge number of domesticand
foreign tourists throughout the
year.

Themassive
courtyardis

one ofthemost
notable features
ofthemosque. The
courtyardis flanked
by anumber of
chambersand
arcades, and holds
anothersmaller
courtresidingata
level lowerthanthe
outerone.

WHERETO STAY

Aseman Hotel Isfahan: Great
location and anice hotel

Four-star Aseman HotelIsfahanislocatedinthe centre
oftownin frontof Zaiandeh rood. This especially
noteworthyhotel welcomes guests twenty-fourhours
aday.Onlinebookingisalsoavailable. International
travelers willlove the most noteworthy international
cuisine in Aseman hotel. Thelocal Iranian food is
especially relevantas well. The desserts are truly
delectable. Don'tforgetto enjoya cup of coffee at the
coffee shop.Enjoy complimentaryjuice, cookies, coffee
andteaeveryeveningonthefirstfloor. Take the familyto
dineatthe Setareh RevolvingRestaurantontheeleventh
floor.Relaxinninetyroomsatthe Aseman HotelIsfahan.
Thereisone conference suite, four royal suitesand
fifteen standards suites. Plus either thirty-five triple
suits or thirty double or twin suites. Five single suites
arealsoavailable. Family rooms thus consist oftwo
interconnected standard rooms. Eachroom features
four star amenities. Getyour money’s worth at this
luxuryhotel. The Aseman Hotel Isfahanisthereforea
wonderful vacation hotel.The hotel furniture ishigh
qualityaswell. Eachroomhasindividual temperature
control. Thereisalsoheatingdependingontheseason.
Centralair conditioningand minibarsalso. In-house
moviesareavailable with theinteractive TV. Satellite
channelsand colortelevision,international calls, direct
dialphonesandradiosareintheroom.
Hotelfacilitiesincludeafire protection system. There
arealsowakeupservices. Thereisanelectroniccard
lock system and a safety box. Twenty-fourhourroom
servicemeansyou canorder food anytime. The hotel
alsohasaninterpreter. Thereare medical servicesand
underground parking. Aseman Hotel [sfahanarcade
features great souvenirs. A complimentary daily
newspaperkeepsyouupdated. Plus,businessservices
areavailable. Enjoy either the Jacuzzior the saunaas
thekidssplasharoundinthe pool.Rent-a-carand taxi
servicesarealsoavailablefortransportationtoIsfahan
International Airportand othertouristsightsinIsfahan.
Plananeventforuptothreehundred peoplehereinthe
banquethall. Holdabusiness meetinginthe conference
roominAsemanhotel withallmodernvideoandaudio
equipments.

WHERETO EAT

Nazhvan Forest Park, a Forest
Rightin the Heartof Isfahan

A garden that escaped the urban development,
Nazhvan Forest Parkis one of the old gardens of
Isfahaninanareaof 1200 hectare on the western
banks of Zayanderud River.Surrounded by
agriculturalfields,gardensand charming Zayanderud
River, Nazhvan area climate is very moderate in
compare to Isfahan due to the greenery coverage.
You need to pass Shahid Habibollahi freeway and
OlfatSt.and then take the Zayanderud Bridge next
to the Birds garden to get to Nazhvan Forest Park.
Mostofthe water streams of Isfahan are originating
from greenand flourishing Nazhvan arealocated on
Zayanderudriverside.On the otherhand, this parkis
known as filtration lungs of Isfahan city. Industrial
parks are mainlylocated on western partofthe city,
Nazhvanis purifying the wind whenitblows towards
Isfahan.Nazhvan Forest Park coversavastareawith
various touristattractions,and could be arefreshing
opportunity torecoverthe Isfahan city exploration for
touriststravellingtoIran, to enjoy the natural beauties
and fresh air. On western side of the park,azoo and
birds garden withanattractivelandscapeisavailable
to visit, butthe mostoutstanding parts to visitare
Isfahan Aquarium, Reptiles Garden, Butterflies
Gardenand the Dolphinarium. Special pathways for
walking, jogging and cycling, chairlift facility, sport
clubsandboating mustnotbe missed duringvisiting
Nazhvan ForestPark.




US Pushing SWIFT to Disconnect Iran

UStreasury secretary, Steven Mnuchin hasannounced thathisagency is currently negotiating
with the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT),aglobal

Russia Welcomes Foreign Banks to Join Its Money
Transfer Alternativeto SWIFT

—r

financial messaging service that connects more than 11,000 banks in more than 200
countries, on disconnecting Iran from the network.“I can assure you our objective is to make
sure thatsanctioned transactions do not occur whetherit’s through SWIFT or any other
mechanism. Our focusisto make sure thatthe sanctionsare enforced,” Mnuchin said, Sputnik
reported. While Mnuchin insisted that the US wants to ensure that sanctioned transactions
with Tehran “do notoccur” through SWIFT or any other mechanisms, he claimed thatthe
treasury departmentwould also identify banks thatwould be allowed to process transactions
forhumanitarian funding to Iran.While he refused to provide any details about the talks,
Mnuchin said thathis departmentwould identify “as quickly as possible” banks that would
beallowed to processtransactions for humanitarian funding to Iran.

Foreignbankswillsoonbeabletobecome partofRussia'smoneytransfer networkwhichservesasan
alternativetothetraditional SWIFT (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication)
system,aRussian official said.“Non-residents will start connectingtousthis year. People are already
turningtous,’said First Deputy Governorofthe Central Bank of Russia Olga Skorobogatova,accordingto
RT.Earlier; the official said thatby using the alternative paymentsystem foreign firmswould beabletodo
businesswith sanctioned Russian companies.As of September, 416 Russian companieshavejoined the
Systemfor Transfer of Financial Messages (SPFS),includingthe Russian Federal Treasuryandlargestate
corporationsincluding Gazprom Neft, Rosneft, and others, the Central Banksaid. The potential exclusion
ofRussiafrom SWIFT worried the country’sbanksin 2014, whenthe EUand the USintroduced thefirst
round ofinternational sanctionsagainstMoscow overalleged involvementin the Ukraine crisisand the
reunification with Crimea. SWIFT has saiditremains neutralin the political conflict.
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Official urges modifying transportation ==
. S |

. o o +'Tehran Grabs

tariffin Chabahar agreement One:Thirdof

Interior minister says economic AllHome Loans
conditionsis stable NONR AN toIranian
Iranian Interior Minister highlighted the current LSOO IS NI VRS Provinces
stable economic conditions of the country and Organization (PMO) Managing Tehran received about

urged domestic media to continue the current
supportive trend in their news dissemination.

Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli made the remarks
inthe fourth State Economic Information and

Director Mohammad Rastad
called for modifying and
adjusting the transportation
and customs tariffs between

one-third of all home
purchaseloansallocated
to Iranian provinces

_ _ during the first half of
Advertising Board meeting held on Monday gin’t;lr:edlgei/r:lio?)fr;gl};irtusz:ig the cufirentfiscal year
evening.Theremoval of possible contradictor )

& - 4 promotion of regional transit. (March -21Sept. 22),
regulationsand thelatesttopics onthe country’s latest datareleased by
economic conditions were discussed during the agent bank of the
the meeing. The minister u.rged m.efiia outlets Speaking in the first meeting on the [ranian housing sector
to reflectthg realle)con}cl)mlc conlelons O;Fll,e International Transportand Transit show.
coqntryan. combatt e.antagonlstmej ia’s Corridor Agreement Among the According to a report
mainstreamingby attracting people to maintain Governments of Iran, Afghanistan publishedon HIBNA, the

the current stable condition. The draft of
information policies of the board consisting of
15articleswasalsoapproved in the meeting.

and India (alsoknownasthe Chabahar
Agreement), Rastad said, “developing
and promotingtrilateral cooperation

Gulf of Oman and Russia will be
connected with oneanother using this
corridor, hesaid,adding, “accordingly,

He pointed to the development
plans of country’s strategic ports
and said, “ports of Shahid Rajaee,

official news website of
state-run Bank Maskan,
whichalmostexclusively

IPanAngfOOdTrade Deficit in international arena has been the aforementioned countries can Imam Khomeini, Bushehr, Chabahar, Chabahar services the sector, a
Narrows citedas one ofthe mainaims behind perform their trade and business ~Anzaliand Amirabad are ofthemost ~Agreement total of 111,989 home
Iran’s agricultural trade deficitamounted | Organizingthismeeting’ relationships in the shortest time important ports in the country,so  Ploysan purchaseloans worth
to $2.12 billionin the first half of the current Chabahar Agreement plays an possible”” that their expansion projects are mportant about 55 tr.ll!lon rials
Iranianyear (March 21-Sept.22).Awhich shows importantrole in developmentof .. expected thatthe countrywould underway” rolein (381.15$m11110n? were
a40%rise compared with the similarperiodof | relationship between the three iy,oqqthe growingtrendofregional The Deputy Minister of Roadsand ~ development allocated toapplicants
lastyear Accordingto latest figuresreleased | countries of Iran, ‘India and .ot from 4th corridor, Rastad  UrbanDevelopmentRastadsaid that  Ofrelationship duringthisperiod.

by the Agriculture Ministry’s Information and Afghanistan, he maintained. reiterated. Islamic RepublicofIran commitsitself ~Petween Among Iran’s 31
Communication Technology Center, thisshows | Various countries willbenefitfrom i jis sea transport coastalareaas  tofullyimplementationofprovisions ~ thethree provinces,  Tehran
a40% rise compared with the similar periodof | launching this corridor, he said, 0,55 800km, IslamicRepublicof ~ stipulatedin Chabahar Agreement.It countriesof grabbed about one in
lastyear. adding, “countries in South Asian j..,is consideredasanimportanthub  ishoped thatsigningand sealingthis ~ anIndiaand everythreeloans.

During the six-month period, more than 3.5 regions and Indian subcontinent, Afghanistan The reason the

million tons of agricultural and food products
worth $3.14 billion were exported from the
country while over 9.62 million tons worth
$5.26 billion were imported, the news portal of

Central Asian countriesin Caucasus
region, Persian Gulflittoral states,

forthe developmentand expansion of
relations with Caspian Seaand Persian
Gulfcountries.

agreement will pave suitable ways
for the promotion oftrade and transit
amongtheaforementioned countries.

/

province absorbs a
major portion of total
home purchase loans
is that it houses a big

; ‘ Ilin 0 . . . D) Onwhetheran Iranian withdrawal remains on the tableasan option, ortion of prospective
Iran Cha}mber of Commerce, Industries, Mines Iranse its 011’ abletomaintainits Zarifsaid Tehran mustdetermine foritselfwhetherthe economicand Eomebuyel?s ac?ording
and Agriculturereported. economy: FM Zarif political benefits of stayingin the deal exceed the costs. toFinancial Tribune.

IranTobacco Imports Top $54m

in Five Months

Atotal of 7,626 tons of tobacco worth 2.25
trillionrials ($54.26 million) were imported
into Iran during the first five months of the
current Iranian year (March 21-Aug. 22),
according to data released by the Islamic
RepublicofIran Customs Administration.
Turkey was the biggest exporter with over
3,206 tonsworth $26.11 million. Other major
exporters of tobacco toIran duringthe period
were Germany, Brazil, Thailand, Switzerland,
the UAE and Jordan, Mizan Onlinereported.
About20% oflran’s demand for tobaccoare met
by domestic production.Nearly 65% oflIran’s
tobacco, exceeding 5,000 tons, are cultivated
inIran'snorthern Gilan Province.The Sixth
Five-Year DevelopmentPlan (2017-22) hasset
the target for Iran to become self-sufficientin
tobacco production by 2022.Accordingto the
Health Ministry, Iranians smoke about 55 billion
cigarettesannually.

N

[ranian Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarifannounced thatIran
issellingits oilanditisable to maintainits economy.
Iranisopentodialogue with the United States without preconditions,
butsuch talks remain elusive solongas Washington fails to show
Tehranrespect, Zarif said inaninterview with Kyodo News.

“We donothave preconditions, but we can say that whatis required
for dialogue is mutual respect, not mutual confidence,” he added.
“Usually people who engage in negotiation do not necessarily have
trustand confidence in each other, butitrequires mutual respect,”
headded.

Zarifsaid the administration of U.S. President Donald Trump could
smoothen the way for dialogue by adhering tothe 2015 Iran nuclear
deal thatitillegally pulled out of earlier this year,and by halting its
unilateral sanctionsimposed since then.

Zarif said ifanew administration in Washington can suddenly
abandon the fruitof two-and-a-halfyears of intensive negotiations,
itbringsinto question whether the United States canberelied onto
implementotherinternational agreementsreached withit.

“The United States has failed torespectitslegal obligations, its treaty
obligations,” he said. “Unfortunately, the way that the United States
hasacted...has created conditions that would basically undermine
the utility of negotiation.”

“We will make that decision based on our own evaluation of our
national security and interests,” he said. “We are not working against
anydeadline.”

Referringto efforts by Britain, France and Germany to salvage the deal
through amechanismto protectIran’s economy and ensure its oil
exportsand banking transactions, the foreign minister said “serious
measures” mustbe takenin thatregard before Nov. 5.

Thatis the date set by the United States for implementation of
sanctionstargetingIran’s oil exports.

Zarif said the three European countries thatsigned the deal have
made commitments and proposals, but some technical details still
need tobe worked out,and unfortunately there hasbeen U.S. massive
illegalinterferenceinthe process.

“Forthe timebeing, we are selling our oiland we are able to maintain
oureconomy,” hesaid.

Zarif expressed confidence that Iran will be able to overcome
sanctionsimposed by the United States and its allies, considering
that “many countries have shownreadiness to dobusiness with Iran.”
“Besidesthe three European countries, other countries thatattach
greatimportance to the nuclear deal, including Russia, Chinaand
Japan, arereadytoimplementtheirpart,”he added.
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Iran, India, Afehanistan kick offtalks
on Chabahar Port project

Iran, Indiaand Afghanistan
arereviewing the progress
on completing the Chabahar
Portproject thatwill provide
Indiaacritical transportlink
to Afghanistan bypassing
Pakistan.

The trilateral meeting is
being held in Tehran, with
afocus on fast-tracking the
operations on development
of Chabahar Port, which is
considered a gateway to
golden opportunities for
India, [Iran and Afghanistan
to expand trade with Central

Asian countries.

The meeting is attended by
Iran’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO) Managing
Director Mohammad Rastad,
India’s Secretary of Economic
Relations in the Ministry of
External Affairs T.S. Tirumurti,
and Afghanistan’s deputy
minister of Transportand Civil
Aviation.

Should the sides reach
consensus over the drafts of
Chabaharagreement, they will
be scheduled to ink the final
deallatertoday.

/

According to Bank
Maskan figures, a
total of 36,620 home
purchase loans were
allocated to prospective
homebuyersin Tehran
in the first half of the
currentfiscalyear,which
signifiesa%32.69 share.
Theloans mainly came
out of the Housing
Savings Account
(HSA). The account
is the country's
most affordable
homeownership
initiative thatrequires
applicants to make
down payments and
waitforayeartobecome
eligible for cheaphome
loans. The facilities
mostly targetfirst-time
homebuyersand those
living in distressed
urbanareas.

The bank's housing
account for the youth
and itshousingbonds
were the next biggest
sources of providing
homeownership
facilitiestoapplicants.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,186.5%

Currency: IRR
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EDITORIAL

Thevillages
arefull of

empty!

...that our problem
ismore ofaplanning
problem and not a
structural problem.
In recent years,
attention has not
been paid to the
problems of the
villagers whose most
important problem
is the economic
and employment
issues of educated
the generation.
According to many
experts, the programs
implemented in the
villages were not
programs thatled to
increased social and
economicwelfare,and
because ofthe lack of
increased economic
power, itwasablow
to the cultural and
social foundation of
the community.
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Iran: EUShould
Take Practical
Measuresto
PreserveJCPOA

[ranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas Araqchi
underlined thatthe European
Union countries should do
their best to help save the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) to guarantee
interestsofthe EUand Iran.
“Nuclear deal would not
only complicate the political
situationinthe Middle East,
butalsoitwould mean failure
of a successful diplomatic
achievement; therefore
the European Unionneeds
to save the international
agreement,” Araqchi said
in a meeting with visiting
French delegation headed
by Philippe Bonnecarrére,
FrenchSenatorand President
of France-Iran Parliamentary
Friendship Group aswellas
Mrs. Delphine 0,a Member
of French National Assembly
who is also President of
France-Iran Parliamentary
Friendship Group.Duringthe
meeting, Araghi welcomed
the actions of France and
Europe in preserving and
implementing Iran nuclear
dealalsoknownasthe]JCPOA,
aswell as the will of France
to counter USunilateralism,
expressing his hope that
Europeanand Frenchefforts
would yield practical and
operationalresults.

Iran's FM describes Europe firm in nuclear

deal: M P

The Europeans have been steadfastso farin supporting the nuclear deal, an Iranian
parliamentspeaker quoted the country's foreign ministeras sayingon Tuesday.Speaker of the
parliament's presidingboard, Behrouz Nemati, quoted Foreign Minister Mohammad-Javad
Zarifand his deputy Abbas Araqchias saying thatthe USis pressuring Iran through media
hype, butthey are mistaken.The remarks were made atthe closed session of parliament
thatwasheld to briefthe lawmakers on the nuclear deal, and the process of Iran's joining
tocombatthe funding ofterrorism (CFT).Iran's parliament hasrecently passed the bill on
joining CFT.Nematialso cited the foreign minister as saying that the Europeans have been
steadfastin their stance on the nuclear deal. When the US President Donald Trump in May
announced Washington's withdrawal from thelandmarknuclear deal, the othersignatories,
particularly the three European countries — UK, France and Germany, plus the European
Union—emphasized their supportforthe deal and vowed that they will try to preserveit.

Iran, Oman discuss regional, bilateral issues

Oman's Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammed bin Awaz al-Hessanand Iran's

Erdogan’s multiple goals in Khashoggi

case

Despite  early denials,
worldwide reactions finally
forced the Saudi rulers to
acknowledge the death of Saudi
journalist Jamal Khashoggi,
the critic of Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman policies
inthe country’s consulate.

A By: Payman Yazdani

Disappearance of Saudijournalist
Jamal Khashoggi at the Saudi
Consulate in Istanbul created
awave of reactions against Saudi
young Crown Prince Mohammad
bin Salman’s suppressive policies.
Despite early denials, worldwide
reactions finally forced the Saudi
rulerstoacknowledge the death of
Saudijournalist]Jamal Khashoggi, the
critic of Crown Prince Mohammad
bin Salman policiesin the country’s
consulate.

Among all international bodies,
countries and political figures,
nobody reacted to Khashooggi’s
deathasstrongas Turkish President
Erdogandid.

Along with the Turkish police
investigations the countries officials
particularly President Erdogan have
beenrevealing details ofthe murder
gradually. Rejecting the Riyadh’s
proposed bribe and despite the Saudi
ruler’s acknowledgment, Turkey
has called the Riyadh’s explanation
incomplete and Turkish Presidenthas
vowed to uncover the truth behind
SaudijournalistJamal Khashoggi's
killing.

Although Turkish Presidenthas called

the Saudijournalist as “a friend”,
otherreasons canbeimagined behind
PresidentErdogan’s determination to
follow theissuesoseriously.

Saudi Arabia and Turkey have
been competing for influence in
Middle East for years and have had
lots of conflicts and tensions over
the developments in Egypt which
resulted in removal of Turkish backed
Morsifrom power by Saudi backed
al-Sisi, Qatar crisis, Saudi role in
2016 failed coup in Turkey and Saudi
destructive role in Syria and Iraq
and Riyadh’s financial and political
supportto separatist Kurdish groups
which Turkey considers them as a
threattoits national security.
Turkey considers Mohammad bin
Salman behind all Riyadh’s regional
and anti-Turkey policies. The
tensions between the two countries
heightened so that Saudi Crown
princereferred to Turkey as partofa
regional "triangle of evil" along with
Iranand Qatar.

Savage killing of Khashoggi at the

Saudiconsulate provided Erdogan
with a golden opportunity to press
international community and the
US to push Saudi King to remove the
young prince from poweroratleastto
contain his destructive policiesin the
region especially regarding the Kurds
inSyriaandIraq.

It also seems that President
Erdogan is using the current
situation to reduce domestic and
international critiques of himself.
Rejecting the US demand to release
of Pastor Andrew Brunson accused
oflinks to PKK terrorist group and
the Gulenist movementby Turkish
president resulted in the White
House’s sanctions against Turkey
which deteriorated the country’s
economic situation.Over the past
coupleofyears, Erdogan has always
beenaccused oflimitingjournalists’
rights and freedom of speech both
domestically and internationally,
by supporting the Saudi Journalist
he can show himselfas defender of
journalist’'srightsinternationally.

Turkey
considers

Mohammad
bin Salman

behindall
Riyadh’s

regionaland
anti-Turkey

policies.

A senior Iranian official says
the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO), which
isaUnited Nations agency, has
officially registered the “Persian
\\GulfPearl" asapropertyofthe

Seyyed Mehdi Mir-Salehi,
adirectoratlran’s Ministry of
Industry, Mine, and Trade,
said duringapressbriefing on
Monday thatthe pearlhad been
registered by the WIPO under

beenasignatorysince2006.
The official noted that the
Registration Certificate for the
Persian GulfPearlindicated the
recognition of the name of the
body ofwaterassuch.

Arabian Gulf”

/UNagencyregisters [slamicRepublic,implyingthat the Lisbon Agreementforthe “Hereafter, and based on
‘ . A the geographical name ‘the Protection of Appellations of internationallaw, no country,
Persian Gulf in Persian Gulf’ itself has been  Originand theirInternational government,ororganizationcan
official certificate recognized by theagency. Registration,towhichIranhas  useanothernametorefertothe

Persian Gulf," hesaid,accordingto
IRNA.Thelittoral Arab countries
of the Persian Gulf have long
soughttohijackthebody ofwater
by unilaterally calling it “the

/

Foreign Minister Mohammad-Javad Zarif discussed major regional developments
aswellasbilateral ties on Tuesday.The two sides also emphasized the importance of
strengthening political, economicand cultural cooperation.Over the pastyears, the
Tehran-Muscatrelations have been growing, and the two sides have been continuously
contactingeach other onregional and international issues.

Earlier this month, Senior Assistant to the foreign minister, Hossein Jaberi-Ansari
met Omani Minisster of Foreign Affaris Yusufbin Alawi. In July, Foreign Minister
Mohammad-Javad Zarifin a visitto Muscat discussed the issues of common interest
with his Omani counterpart. They discussed ways of boosting bilateral cooperationin
various spheres.The Omani foreign minister had visited Tehran last March to set the
ground for more cooperation with Iran.

NEWS

Iran hosts conference on

Economic Diplomacy

The Iranian capital Tehran hosted a
national conference called “New Methods
for Advancing Economic Diplomacy with
Emphasison Development Cooperation”.
The national conference was held on
October 21 atthe Office of the Institute for
Political and International Studies. The event
was organized by the Foreign Ministry’s
Department for Economic Diplomacy in
collaboration with the United Nations Office
for South-South Cooperation.Several foreign
agenciesworkinginthe field ofinternational
cooperationalso attended the conference.
The eventopened with speeches by Iranian
deputy Foreign Minister for Economic
Affairs, Gholamreza Ansari, director of
the United Nations Office for South-South
Cooperation, Jorge Chediek and a deputy
finance minister and the head of Organization
for the Investment, Economicand Technical
Assistance of Iran, Mohammad Khazaei.

More than 300 senior executives of various
Iranian ministries and departments as well
as Tehran-based ambassadorsand diplomats
attended the event.

US, UK not satisfied with Saudi's

account ofjourno's murder

The United States and the United Kingdom,
both closeallies of Saudi Arabia, have declared
theyarenot'satisfied' with Riyadh'saccountof
killing the prominentjournalist.

US President Donald Trump referred to his
recenttelephone conversation with Saudi
crown prince and told reporters Saudi Arabia
hasallocated one month to investigate Jamal
Khashoggi's case,buthebelieves 'that'salong
time.'Inthe same vein, UK Foreign Secretary
described asnot 'credible’' Saudi Arabia's
explanation of the journalist's mysterious
death.Inaspeechtothe House of Commons
on Monday, Jeremy Hunt said UK strongly
condemns murderingthe Saudiinvestigative
journalistand urges Saudi Arabiato cooperate
with Turkeyin athoroughinvestigationinto
the case.

Hesaid UKbelievesin freedom ofspeech, press
freedom and journalists' protection,adding
anyone behind theincident mustbe held to
account.Huntwentonto say 'the claim that Mr.
Khashoggidiedinafightdoes notamountto
acredible explanation,” urginganimmediate
clarification on what happened on October
second and thereafter.

report

Erdogan says evidence points to Khashoggi's murderbeing

'‘premeditated’

Inhis Tue.addressat Turkish parliament,
PresidentRecep Tayyip Erdoganrevealed
thatthe Sauditeam of 15, involved in the
murder ofjournalistjJamal Khashoggiinside
the Saudi consulatein Istanbul, had drawn
the planformurderonSep. 29.
PresidentRecep Tayyip Erdoganaddressed
the Turkish parliamenton Tuesday toshare
with the world the results of investigation
intojournalistJamal Khashoggi's murder
case.

Khashoggi,a columnistfor The Washington
Postwho wrote critically of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman'srise to power,
wentmissingon October 2 after enteringthe
consulate inIstanbul to obtain documents
needed for his upcoming marriage. A
Turkish security source told Reutersthata

group of 15 Saudinationals, including some
officials,arrivedin Istanbul and entered the
consulate after the Saudijournalist. Saudi
Arabia finally acknowledged the murder
on Friday, saying Khashoggidied in brawl
insideits consulate in the Turkish city but
madenomention of wherehisbodyis.
Turkish president said today that the
Sauditeam “that planned and executed the
murder” wereinformed ofhis visitthe day
before.He added thatinvestigation began
when hiswife-to-bereported thathe was
beingheld againsthiswill atthe consulate.
Diplomaticimmunity, however, prevented
Turkish forces to go into the consulate
immediately.

Erdogan confirmed that a Khashoggi-
lookalike had been employed to leave

Turkey onaplane onthe nightofmurder,as
partofSaudi effortto deny that Khashoggi
disappearedinthe consulate.

Hesaid he spoketo Saudikingonthe phone
and agreed to create ajointworking group
thathasbeguninvestigation workinto the
case.

Evidence suggestsKhashoggiwasthevictim
ofa“gruesome murder” and anatrocity that
mustnotbe covered up,said Erdogan.

He maintained thatitwassignificantthat
the Saudis have admitted Khashoggi was
murdered, stressing thatthose involvedin
themurder case mustfacejustice.

Hesaid Saudi Arabiamustanswer questions
regardingthereasonbehind the presence
ofthe-15man Sauditeamin Turkey,and on
whoseorders,aswellas why the consulate

not open to
investigators immediately,and who was
thelocal collaborator who disposed of
Khashoggi’sbody.
The president once again stressed that
Turkish security services have evidence
thatthe murderwas premeditated, calling
for participation from other countriesin
theinvestigation.Erdogan further noted
thatwhilehe does "notdoubtthesincerity of
KingSalman",anindependentinvestigation
needstobe carried outuntilallaspectsofthe
caseisrevealed.
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CALLTOPRAYERTIME IN ISFAHAN

Morning calltoprayer:

EDITORIAL

Thevillages

issues
are important in the
countryside,ifwe cannot
improve the village's
economy and create
employment conditions,
thevillages willbe empty
and the villagers will be
morediscontented. Ifthe
ruraleconomymoves,our
demographicproblemis
resolved invillagesand

Iran smashes 3 terror groups in

Iranian forces detected and smashed three terroristgroupsin
Khuzestan province planningattacks on Arbaeen mourners,
Iran's Intelligence Minister, Mahmoud Alavi announced on
Tuesday.Mahmoud Alavi, visiting the Iran-Iraqborderarea, said,
“Threeterroristgroups that wanted to target Arbaeen mourners
were detected and 15 militants were arrested in southwestern
Khuzestan province”.“The detainees confessed thatthey wanted to
carry outsuicide attacks tokill the pilgrims,” he added.
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money as workers and
with very low salaries,
v evenwithoutinsurance.
Unfortunately, in these
fewyears,wedidnotwant

School trafficincreased by %1 in

Isfahan

" o :
o Dueto the15% increase in school traffic,

f:::g}-/ some measures have been carried out to
smooth the traffic flow with the coopera-
tion of Isfahan municipality and traffic police,” the
head of urban traffic management of Isfahan munici-
pality said.

"Thisyear, by completing and launching the first
line of the urban train, students, especially the
university students, have used this safe and clean
vehicle more than before. The timing of working
hours ofthe publictransportationisadjusted with
the commutinghours of students,”" Masoud Bande
Khodasaid."Strengthening the bus fleet, using the
schoolservices, revising the trafficsigns along the
streets, road surface marking, and creatingnew bus
lineshavebeenvery effective in smoothing the traffic
flow," he noted.

"The necessary decisions for the better and safer
daily travel of citizens have been made with
the cooperation of the public transportation
organization,load transportation organizationand
urbanservices department ofthe municipality,” he
emphasized.

Jahan Namatobe one ofbestcentersin

Isfahan

Pointing to the Jahan Nama build-

"."'.'_‘}'_qi}\, . ]
coodP ing, the mayor of Isfahan said, "A
part of the Jahan Nama building has
been assigned to one of the official institutions
as a hotel. Due to this assignment, it was not
possible to build one of the metro's entrance
underneath the building. Therefore, previous
management board decided to spend 60 bil-

lion tomans to build one of the Imam Hossein

square's metro stations.”
"WhenItooktheresponsibility as the mayor,
Inegotiated with the related institute to
resolve the problemsrelated to the hotel,
fortunately, the negotiator was logical
and graceful. Atlast, the agreement was
concluded to activate the Jahan Namahotel,”
Nowrouzicontinued.

Sayingthat 1200 meters of the Jahan Nama
buildingwas assigned to an entrepreneurial
company so thatthe startups,newjobs,and
entrepreneurial companieswill enter to this
building, he said, "We believe thatIsfahan
hasnolongerindustrial capacities and it
should be changed into a postindustrial
city; this means that a small comapany
can haveits own products and sell them
online and through sitesinternationally. The
shopkeepers, whowere hopelessduetothe
blate Jahan Nama, should know that]Jahan
Nama will be changed into one of the best
centers ofthe city."

Official urges modifying transportation
tariffin Chabahar agreement

Vice president of Iran for women and family affairs:

Isfahan pioneerin empowering

women as leaders

We hope thatother cities of the country will
imitate whatIsfahandoinsupportofwomen
asitscity officials empower womenasleaders,"
vice president of Iran for women and family
affairs said.

"Mr, Nowrouzi, the honorable mayor ofIsfahan,
lappreciate your activities for Isfahani women.
May empoweringthe strong, creative, tactful,
and naturalistwomen will bring manyblessings
toIsfahan.Itis expected thatthis good decision
will be imitated in othercities." Masoumeh
Ebtekar twitted to respond to the Isfahan
mayor'stweet.

"The appointmentofthe first mayor after the
Islamicrevolution asthe director ofthe district
1 ofIsfahan, assignmentofthe CEO ofthe parks
and green space organization toawomanand
2 percentincreaseinthe presence of women

as middle managers have been the honors
of the urban management in this period,”
Ghodratollah Nowrouzi, the mayor of Isfahan,
twitted with the hashtag of "performance
review."

Unfinished projects in Isfahan run

again

B Saying that some people mistakenly

ﬁgf/ believe that some projects of the city

have been stopped, the mayor of Is-
fahan said, "halting the projects is a lie, since no
project has been stopped in the new urban
management. We don’t want to start a project
without any calculation, plan and allocated
budget as our recent experience has shown

that such projects won't have good results."”

"The policy of completing the unfinished projects
hasbeen putonthe agendasince I start taking
my responsibilities as the mayor of Isfahan. The
uncompleted projects such asJahan Namain Imam
Hossein square (for 20 years), the metro (17 years)
and Atigh square (14 years) were unbearable.Itwas
alsosupposed to complete the meetinghallinashort
period oftime, butithasnotfinished yet,and also
many other unfinished projects are remained from

the skillful experts, we conclude thatwe should focus
oncompletingthese projects, because theyarebeing
devaluated, and the city's capital isbeing ruined,”
Nouwrouzisaid.
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