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Iran's CB Reports Risein
Loan-Deposit Ratio

Datareleased by the Central Bank of Iran show
lending by banksincreased in the month to
January 19.

Theloan-to-depositratiorose 1.4% toreach
80.8% indicatinga 2.2% increase compared
tothesameperiodayear earlier.
LDRisusedtoassessabank'sliquidity by
comparing the totalloansto total deposits
for a specific period and is expressed in
percentage.

Iftheratioistoo high, the bank maynothave
enoughliquidity to cover unforeseen fund
requirements. Conversely, iftheratioistoo
low, the bank may notbe earningas much as
itshouldbe.

The general LDR ratio has been of the
ascendingorder since March 2018-19 when
itwas 85.7% beforerisingagain. Itdeclined
to 76.5% inthemonth endingJuly 21 and has
grown steadily ever since.

Rise in LDR can be attributed to banks’
increasinginclinationtolend. By the end ofthe
reviewed month,banksand creditinstitutions
paid 13,959.9 trillion rials ($55.8 billion)
inloanstobusinesses over 10 monthssince
March2020. Theamountwasupby 6,774.5
trillionrials ($27b) or 94.3%, the CBIsaid.
However, the ratio wasinconsistentacross
regions. For example, itwas 94.8% in Tehran
Province and 113.5% in Kohgilouyeh-
Boyerahmad Province.

ByJanuary 19, total outstandingloans rose
8,540 trillionrials ($34.16b) toreach 26,278.8
trillionrials ($105.11b) up 48.1% compared
withthe corresponding period ayearago.
Totalloansalsorose 35.8%in 10 monthssince
March 2020, which marks the beginning of
fiscal year. Reaching 16,763.2 trillion rials
($67.05b), Tehran Province topped the list
withthe highestnumber of defaults.

At the bottom end was Kohgilouyeh-
Boyerahmad Province with total outstanding
loans reaching 89.3 trillion rials ($357.2
million).

Theloan/depositgapis conspicuousinthe
pace with which outstandingloans grew
compared todepositgrowth.

Datashowed deposits grew at slower pace
thanloans.Bythe end ofthe month to January
19 deposits with banks showed 43.7% annual
risetoreach36,163.5 trillionrials ($144.6b).
Customers had 25,163.41 trillion rials
($100.65 billion) in deposits during the
corresponding period lastyear. Depositsrose
33.1%inthe 10 months since March 2020,
with27,162.84 trillionrials ($108.65b).
Asusualthe majority of deposits wereinbanks
in Tehran Province. Banksin the capital held
19,427.7 trillionrials ($77.71b) in deposits
inthe mentioned period or more than halfthe
total.

With more than 1,903.7 trillion rials ($7.61b)
Isfahan Province was next. Kohgilouyeh-
Boyerahmad Province was atthe bottom end
with 88.6 trillionrials ($354.4m).

The CBl has often said thatonereason for
Tehran's top positioninboth depositsand bad
loansisthatthe sprawlingmetropolisishome
tohead offices of mostbusinessesacross the
country.

This givesrise toawholelotoffinancialand
banking requirements, including rising
demand forloans, creditand other forms of
lending.
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Economists Explain Declinein4th
Quarter Unemployment Rate

).

Iran's unemployment rate in the fourth

quarter oflast Iranian year (ended March
2021,20) stood at %9.7, registering a %0.9
decline compared with the corresponding

period of the year before, according to the

latest datareleased by the Statistical Center

oflran.

The decline took
place despite
the pressure of
Covid-19 pandemic

N E W s andUSsanctionson

NEWS Iran’seconomy.
m “At first glance,
it seems like the decline
indicatesanimprovement
inthelabormarket,butdoes
itreally mean an increase
in employment and that
thelabor market condition
is getting better?” Sahand
Faez and Abbas Khandan,
two economists, takeacloser
lookatthesestatsinarticles
published in the Persian
economic daily Donya-
e-Eqtesad and prove the
opposite.
Both refer to labor force
participation rate and
insist on its importance
forunderstanding thereal
condition of the economy.
Thelaborforceparticipation
rateindicatesthe percentage
ofallpeople of workingage
whoare eitheremployed or
actively seekingwork.
Because it accounts for
people who have stopped
looking for work, this
may make the labor
force participation
rate a somewhat more
reliable figure than the
unemploymentrate.
The Statistical Center of
Iran put Q4 labor force
participation rate — the
proportion ofthe population
ofages 15and above thatis
economically active either
employed or looking for a
job—at40.9%, registeringa
1.5%decreaseyear-on-year.
By comparing
unemployment with labor
forceparticipation, Khandan
notes thatunemployment
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statistics donotrepresent
an improvement in the
labor market, rather they
indicate negative growth
inthe economically active
population.
"InthelastIranianyear, due
to continued US sanctions
and the adverse effects
of coronavirus epidemic
on various sectors of the
economy, the working
population decreased. As
the situation persisted,
more and more people
ended their search for job
andbecame [economically]
inactive. This is not good
newsatall, contrary towhat
was perceivedatfirstglance
from the unemployment
statistics,"headded.

Faez  compares the
unemployment of youth
population fromage 15 to
24 with total joblessness,
noting thatfrom the fiscal
2016-17 to 2020-21, the
unemploymentrate of the
youth populationwasnearly
three timeshigher thanthe
totaljobless population.

"By studying these three
indicators [labor force
participation rate, youth
unemployment rate, total
unemployment rate]
together,youcanunderstand
that the labor market did
not welcome fresh labor
force and as a result the
population's willingness
to participate in the labor
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localization projects in
various fields, which are
expected toreduce capital
flight by €133 million per
year.

Adel Pirmohammadi, CEO
ofauto parts manufacturer
SAPCO, said indigenization
ventures would save up to
€76millioninauto partsand
€26millioninrawmaterials,
IKCOPressreported.
“Optimization of the car

marketwas relatively low,"
hesaid.

SCI provides two figures
for youth unemployment
rate: the proportion of the
populationbetween 15and
24 yearsandthosebetween
18and 35years. Theyouth
unemploymentrate ofthose
between 15 and 24 years
stoodat23.6%in Q4, posting
a2.1% decrease while the
unemploymentrate ofthose
between 18 and 35 years
stood at 16.8%, posting
a decline of 1% YOY. The
share ofunemployment of
peoplewithhighereducation
from the total unemployed
populationwas 38.8%in Q4,
which indicate a decrease
of 0.2% year-on-year. The
unemployment shares of
male and female graduates
from the total unemployed
population stood at26.4%
and 71%, respectively, while
theshare ofunemploymentof
peoplewithhighereducation
from the total unemployed
population was 42.6% in
urban areas and 24.1% in
ruralareasduringthe period.
In addition to joblessness
among young population,
Faez compares
unemploymentamongmen
andwomen.
“Althoughtheunemployment
rate of men and women
registeredadecline during
the five-year period, the
unemployment of women

was twice as much as
men’s. However, men’s
unemployment and total
joblessness were more
or less equal. While the
unemployment rate for
menaveragedat9.69% over
theyearsunderreview, the
average unemployment for
womenwasat18.49%.”
Accordingto the SClreport,
atotal of2,477,850Iranians
were unemployed in Q4.
Men’sunemploymentstood
at 8.4% while the rate for
women hovered around
16.5%.0ver 1.79 millionmen
and 685,934 women ofages
15and above were jobless
in Q4. Men’sand women'’s
economicparticipationrates
wereputat68.5%and13.3%
respectively in the same
period.Some 21.44 million
menand4.16millionwomen
ofages 15 and above were
economicallyactiveinQ4,i.e.,
theywereeitheremployed or
lookingforajob.

"Although the single-digit
unemployment rate
reported by SCImayindicate
an improvement in labor
market conditions, acloser
looknegates thisoptimism."
At the end, the two
economists explain thatthe
decline in unemployment
does not mean that more
jobseekerscouldlandajob,
itratherindicatesthatmore
people that become have
economicallyinactive.

Khodro (IKCO),
implemented 125

Localization Projects to Curb IKCO
Capital Flightby €133m

Iran's largest automaker,
Iran

manufacturing process will
save €24 million and the
localization of molds and
auto mechanic equipment
will save an additional €7
million,” headded.

The official noted that

localization projects would

requireaninvestmentof€13
million, adding that IKCO
intends to raise a portion
of the funds by selling
unproductive properties
and assets, and procuring
bankloansand private sector
investment.
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What's News

NewDams

in Bushehr

to Help Store
Surface Runoff

Two dams were built
in southern Bushehr
Provinceineightyears
andsixmoreareunder
construction.
Bushehrlacksefficient
infrastructure to
collect and conserve
surface runoff after
rainstorms. Asaresult,
water penetrates the
wastewater collection
systemsand damages
pipesfloodinghomes
and streets, IRNA
reported.
Astherearenotenough
dams in the province
to collect the surface
water after torrential
seasonalrains,annually
2.5billion cubicmeters
of the runoff pass
through cities and
villages and directly
poursinto the Persian
Gulf harmingfarmlands
and damaging urban
andruralinfrastructure
ontheway.

The dams under
construction will help
store surface runoff
in different parts of
the province. Due to
drought and severe
water shortagesinthe
region, construction of
storage damswill help
collectthe runoffand
transform challenges
into opportunity forthe
strugglingagro sector.
Water use in the
agriculture, industry
and household sectors
in this desert region
exceeds one billion
cubic meters per year
and is supplied from
surface, groundwater
and desalination
sources.

Annually 871 million
cubicmetersofwateris
used for farminginthe
province, households
consume 114 mcm
and 60 mcm is used
by industries. The
main farm products
are wheat, barley,
onion,sesame, tomato,
eggplant, lemon and
dates.
Knownasanindustrial
province, Bushehr
is home to major
refineries and power
plants. The giantSouth
ParsGasFieldislocated
in Asalouyeh County.
The solenuclearpower
plant is also in this
province.
Itisonethemostwater-
stressed  regions.
Conditions are so bad
that authorities have
beenforcedtotransport
waterintankers.
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Hamasleader
warns Zionists
overrecent
unrestsin Quds
Head of political
Bureau of Palestinian
Islamic Resistance
Movement (Hamas)
said thatifthe Zionist
enemy continues its
hostile policy against
Quds, there will be no
calm.
Inreactiontotherecent
unrests in occupied
Quds, Ismail Haniyeh
said that Quds is not
aloneinthisbattle and
that the Resistance
in Gaza is ready to
supportthe people of
Quds.

Haniyeh stated in a
speech on Sunday
nightthatifthe Zionist
enemy continues its
hostile policy against
Quds, there will be no
calm.

The leader of Hamas
called the events in
Qudsabattle over the
identity of this city,
saying, "We are facing
the chapters of the
so-called 'Deal of the
Century' project, which
seeks to destroy the
Palestinian cause and
introduce Quds as the
capital ofthe occupying
regime, as well as to
leave the Zionists free
toencroach ontheholy
issues and Al-Aqgsa
Mosque."

"The events in Quds
overturned the theory
of normalization of
relations with the
Zionist enemy. The
Zionistregime is not
part of the solution,
butthe problemitself.
Thisregime isnotan
ally of the region,
but an enemy of the
region and the nation
of Palestine," Haniyeh
stressed.

"The battle of Quds
is the battle of us all;
Qudsisnotjustforthe
Palestinians, itis the
center of the battle,"
headded.He called on
all Arab and Islamic
nationsto prepare for
providing true help to
the Palestinian people.
Earlier, Hamasissued
a statement Sunday,
calling on Resistance
groups in the Gaza
Strip to keep hand on
thetriggerand prepare
missiles to target vital
Zionist facilities.
Haniyeh further
stressed the need
to hold elections in
Jerusalem, asin Gaza
and the West Bank, and
thatelectionsin Quds
should be a national
battle.

—

Commander: Border guards strongbastion against

ageression

Iran’s Border Guardd Commander Ahmad Ali Goudarzi said on Monday thatborder

guardsare strongbastion againstaggression.

Onthe anniversary ofthe US army’s 1980 Operation Eagle Claw which ended ina
dramaticfailure, Goudarzisaid that US aircrafts violating Iran’s territory at that time
were caughtin a sand storm by the grace of God and their operation failed.

He said thatIran’s Border Guards Command has managed to improve its defensive

capabilityand was servingas stronghold againstthe foes.

Iran’s Border Guard is putting in a high priority on fighting goods trafficking in
line with the guidance by the Supreme Leader to make this Persian year (March
2021,March 2022) ayear of ‘supporting production and removing obstacles’, the

commandersaid.

Removal of all sanctionsis national demand

Iran’sJudiciary Chiefannounced Monday thatnational demand is removal of all sanctions,

and verification of the end to the sanctionsas well.

This demand should notbe used as apretextforpolitical disputes, Hojjatoleslam Ebrahim

Raeesisaid atameetingin Tehran.
Thoseaimingtorestorethe Iraniannation’s rights should notletthe otherside waste time,
henoted.
Iranand P4+1have held negotiationsin Viennalastweek torevive theJoint Comprehensive

Plan of Action.

When being candidate, Joe Biden, who became the US Presidentas of January 2021,
expressed willingness toreturn to the JCPOA.
Meanwhile, Iran says the US should firstlift anti-Iran sanctions, then Tehran will

immediately return to allits commitments.

Top U.S. commander in Afghanistan says steps
to end military mission launched

The commander of foreign forces in

Afghanistan, U.S. Army General Scott Miller,

on Sunday said an orderly withdrawal

of foreign forces and the handing over of

military bases and equipment to the Afghan

forceshad begun.

Miller said he
was acting on
ordersbased on
U.S. President
Joe Biden's
decision to

NEWS

m end America's

longest war, deeming

the prolonged and
intractable battle in
Afghanistan no longer
aligned with American
priorities.

Earlier this month Biden
said he would withdraw
troops from Afghanistan
before Sept. 11, the
20th anniversary of the
militant attacks on the
World Trade Centre
and the Pentagon that
launched the Afghan war.
Miller, who has been
commanding the U.S.
forces and the NATO
Resolute SupportMission
in Afghanistan in their
fightagainstthe Taliban
and other Islamist
militant groups since
2018, said foreign forces
will continue to have
"the military means and

capability to fully protect
themselves during the
ongoingretrograde and
will supportthe Afghan
security forces."
"I'vehad the opportunity
to talk to Taliban
members with the
Taliban Political
Commission, and ['ve
told them a return to
violence, an effort to
force amilitary decision,
would be a tragedy for
Afghanistan and the
Afghan people,” Miller
told reporters in the
capital Kabul.

The Taliban ruled
Afghanistan from 1996
to 2001, whenthey were
ousted by U.S.-led forces.
Since then they have

waged a long-running
insurgency and now
control wide swathes of
territory.

Security expertsinrecent
weeks said they doubt
if the Taliban will allow
U.S.forces,whomthey call
invaders, to peacefully
exitthe countryatatime
when clashes between
the Afghan forces and the
Taliban have notebbed.
Foreign force withdrawal
isslatedtobeginonMay 1,
inlinewithanagreement
with the Talibanin2020.
"As we retrograde to
zero U.S. forces, we will
turn over the (military)
bases primarily to the
(Afghan) Ministry
of Defense and other

Afghanforces," Millersaid
adding that the Taliban
have committed to break
their relationship with
al Qaeda, the Islamist
extremistgroup.

The Taliban
government's sheltering
of Al-Qaeda was the
key reason for the U.S.
invasion of Afghanistan
afterthe September2001
attacks.

AUnited Nationsreport
in January said there
were as many as 500
al Qaeda fighters in
Afghanistan and thatthe
Taliban maintained a
closerelationship with
them. The Taliban denies
al Qaeda presence in
Afghanistan.

Soleimani, al-Muhandis
symbols of Iran-Iraq

resistance

Uponhisarrivalin Baghdad airporton
Monday morning, [ranian FM named
martyrs Soleimaniand Al-Muhandis as
the symbolsoftheresistance ofthe Iraqi
and Iranian nations.

Zarifpaid tribute to [ranian commander
Ghasem Soleimani and the second-
in-command of the Iraqi popular
mobilization units, Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandisupon hisarrival in Baghdad

airport, where they wereassassinated in
Jan.2020 by the directorder of the time
American President Trump.
"Iraq is one of our most important
neighbors. We have very close relations
with this country,” he said.
"The people ofIraq and Iran foughtand
won againstcommon enemies, from
Saddam to ISIL," Zarif said, "We have
joint political, economic and cultural
cooperation,and martyrs Haj Qasim
Soleimaniand Abu Mahdial-Muhandis
are symbols of resistance for these two
countries."

"lamin Baghdad foraratherlongtrip
and [willmeetwith Iraqipartiesas well
asthelraqiofficials.Iwill travel to Iraqi
Kurdistantomorrow," headded.
Emphasizing the vitality of expansion
ofIran-Iraqrelationsto clinchlasting
peaceandsecurityintheregion, he said:
"Iranand Iraq have cooperationin the
railway sector."

"In economic, banking, financial
cooperation,andregionalissues,Iraq
has played an importantrole in the
region, and we want this role to be
improved,” Zairfsaid.
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Araghchileaves for Vienna
to attend JCPOA Joint

Commission

TheIranian negotiating team left for Vienna to
attend the meeting of the Joint Commission of
the]CPOA.

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh made the announcement on
Monday, saying thatheadingadelegation, Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister for the Political Affairs
Seyyed Abbas Araghchileft Tehran for Vienna
today and will continue the talks within the
framework ofthe Commission.

Thetalksare scheduled to continue this weekat
ameeting ofthe Joint Commission ofthe JCPOA,
whichwasheldin Viennalast Tuesday.

Atthis meeting, the chairmen of the negotiating
delegations ofthe parties to the JCPOA discussed
thelatest status of the technical talks and the
initial drafts of the texts and how the talks will
continue. The participating countries agreed that
inaddition to the two currentexpertgroups (in
thefield of sanctionsliftingand nuclearissues),a
third group of experts would be created thisweek
todiscussthe practical arrangementsneeded to
implementthelifting of sanctionsand thenreturn
ofthe United States tothe JCPOA.

FM spox: Iranian negotiators

in Viennato attend JCPOA

jointcommission

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh said on Monday that Iranian
delegation hasarrived in Viennato participate in
theJCPOA jointcommission meeting.
Speakingin the press conference which was
held online on Monday, Khatibzadeh referred
torecent foreign policy developments, saying
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifvisited
Indonesian presidentand foreign minister.
Zarifdiscussedbilateralissues and appreciated
the efforts made by Indonesia for preserving the
nucleardealand UNSCR2231.

He also pointed to Pakistani foreign minister’s
recentvisitto Iran, saying Iran-Pakistan third
jointborder postwasinaugurated and both sides
signed MoU onborder markets.
Elsewhereinhisremarks, Khatibzadeh referred
toZarifongoingtourtoIraqand Qatar.
Commenting onrecentaccidentatIran-Turkey
common border and Turkish border guards’
violence againstIranian citizen, he said thatIran
reserves therightto protectIranian citizens’
rights as per mutual agreementwith the Turkish
Government.

Iranian Foreign Ministry has been in touch
with Turkey and border guards had also held
meeting.

Araqchi Hints at Consensus on Removal of Sectoral Sanctions

Iran’s top negotiatorinthelatestround of talks about
therevival ofthe 2015 nucleardealand a possible return
ofthe USto the JCPOA said agreements have been made
abouttheremoval ofall sectoral sanctions, namely those
imposed onIran’s oil, banking,and shipping sectors.

Speaking toreporters on the sidelines ofa meeting
atthe Parliament’s National Security and Foreign
Policy Commission on Sunday, Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Abbas Araqchi said efforts are underway to
terminate all sanctions in the course of the Vienna

negotiations.

He explained thatthe US hasimposed two types of

attrition.

sanctions onIran, including the sanctions againstthe

naturalandlegal persons, and the sectoral sanctions,
namely those targeting the Iranian oil, banking,
insurance, shipping, petrochemical, construction and

automotive industry sectors.

“Thelistofsanctionsrelatingtoindividualsisalonglist
containingaround 1,500 cases. Butwe are movingin
both directions. The sectoral sanctions mustbe lifted

altogether,and I believe there are agreements about
it,”headded.
Araqchialso emphasized thata step-by-step plan for
theremoval of sanctions has been taken offthe table
sincelongago.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran dismissed the proposal
for the step-by-step lifting of sanctions before Nowruz
(March 20), and the step-by-step initiative is by no
means mooted atthe ongoing negotiations,” headded.
The senior negotiator emphasized that Iran will not
allow the JCPOA negotiations to turn into talks of

“Ifwe feel thatthe other sidelacks seriousness or seeks
tobuy time or add other subjects to the discussions,
we will interruptthe negotiations. In the meantime,
we would nothurry and are nothasty, because there
are serious topicsinthe negotiations that mustbe
addressed carefully,” he added.
Thetalksbeganin Vienna on April 6 between Iran and

the
remaining members

ofthe nuclear deal, namely the UK, France,

Russiaand China plus Germany.

The USleftthe JCPOAin2018andrestored the economic
sanctions thattheaccord had lifted. Tehran retaliated
withremedial nuclear measuresthatitis entitled to take
underthe JCPOA’s Paragraph 36.

The currentnegotiations examine the potential of

revitalization of the nuclear deal and the US’ likely

returntoit.




3rd phase of clinical trial of Iran-Cuba COVID vaccine begins

The third phase of double-blind clinical trial of [ranian-Cuban COVID-19 vaccine started in
central Iranian city on Monday in presence of Minister of Health and Medical Education Saeed
Namaki.Some 24,000 volunteers from different Iranian cities of Isfahan, Babol, Bandar Abbas,
Zanjan, Sari and Kerman have taken partin third phase trial.Kianoosh Jahanpour, head of
information and publicrelations office of Ministry of Health, said at the ceremony of the clinical
trial thatitis a breakthrough for major research projects.The vaccine isjointly produced

20000 Rials

by Pasteur Institute of Iran (IPI) and Finlay Institute of Vaccines of Cuba.After finally being
confirmed by IPI, National Vaccination Campaign will start.The volunteersare atages 18 to
80.Sinceits outbreak worldwidein December 2019, the coronavirus haskilled over 3,100,000,
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while the number ofthe dead in Iran has passed 69,000.
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B Iranian students
rab 27 medals
Iran's CB Reports g
.. P atInt’l Science
Risein Loan- Olympiads
Dep0s1t Ratio 27 outofthe 28 Iranian
. o students taking partin
Economists International Science
. . Olympiads won
.Explaln DeChne medals, Director of the
in4th Quarter National Organization

for Development of
Talents Elham Yavari
said on Monday. Yavari
said thatthe otherone
student who failed to

Unemployment Rateo

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:52:25 grabamedal, receiveda
! plague ofhonor.

Noon call to prayer: Two Olympiads of
13:00:57 physicsand geography
Evening call to prayer: werenotheldlastyear
20:00:13 duetotherestrictions
caused by the outbreak

of COVID-19, while the
other international

Olympiads -

mathematics, biology,

computer and

chemistry -wereheldat
the due time, the official
said.
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‘Our Systems Are Not Racist’: Lindsey
Graham Slams Biden for Remark

Americans experience everysingle day””
Graham called Chauvin,who pressed hisknee
into Floyd’s neck for more than 9 minutes
duringanarrestlastMay,a “bad actor”

“The Chauvin trial wasajustresult. What's
happeningin Ohio where the police officer
had to use deadly force to preventayoung

Sen. Lindsey Graham on Sunday disputed US President

JoeBiden’s claim that “systemicracism” existsin America

— and said he wants the commander-in-chiefto stop

“running the place down.”

Graham (R-SC) was asked about Biden’s

Araqchi Hints at Consensus on
Removal of Sectoral Sanctions

Germany Will Send Oxygen, Medical Aid to
Indiato Helpin COVID Crisis

Germany will send oxygenand medical aid to Indiain the Foreign travelers coming from India will no

longerbeallowed to enter Germany.

Mass said Germany would do its utmost
to help India overcome the emergency,
Reutersreported.

A German defense ministry spokeswoman
said the foreign ministry had asked the

comingdaysto helpittackleits COVID19- crisis, Foreign

Minister Heiko Maas said on Monday:.

India is suffering from a spike in
coronavirusinfections, with the number

commentsabout“systemicracism” following
the conviction of former Minneapolis police
cop Derek Chauvinlastweekin the death of
George Floyd.

“Notin my opinion. We justelected atwo-
term African-American president. The vice
presidentis of African-American-Indian
descent. So our systems are not racist.
Americaisnotaracistcountry,” Graham told
hostChris Wallace on “Fox News Sunday.”
“So this attack on police and policing —
reformthepolice, yes, call themall racist, no.
Youknow, Americaisaworkin progressbut
best—bestplaceontheplanetand]oeBiden
spentalotoftime runningthe place down.I
wishhewouldstopit,” Graham said, The New
YorkPostreported.

Biden, speakingafter Chauvin was convicted,
called systemicracism “astainonournation’s
soul —theknee ontheneckofjusticeforblack
Americans — profound fearand trauma, the
pain, the exhaustion thatblackand brown

girl frombeingstabbed to deathisadifferent
situationin myview,” Graham said.

He was referring to the fatal shooting of
Ma’Khia Bryant by a police officer in
Columbus, Ohio, lastweek as sheappeared
tobelungingwith aknifeatapersonduring
adispute.

Graham also expressed cautious optimism
thatacompromise could bestruckonapolice
reform bill between the Democrats’ version
and one proposed by Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC).
Buthesaid theissue of qualified immunityin
the Democratic proposal for police officers
couldbeastickingpoint.

“Number one, we’d have had police reform
in the last Congress but Chuck Schumer
and Kamala Harris made a conscious
efforttoblock Tim Scott’s reform bill. They
filibustered Tim Scott’s bill because they
didn’twant Tim Scottand President Trump
to getcredit forit. There’snoreason we
shouldn’thave done itlast time. We'll try

of cases surgingby 349,691 in the past 24
hours, the fourth straight day of record
peaks. Hospitals are turning away patients
after running out of medical oxygen.

“The second wave is currently rolling over
India with unprecedented power. It was
rightthatweacted quickly to stop the entry
ofthe newmutationin Germany,” Maas told
the Rheinische Postnewspaper.

Germany has classified India as a
coronavirus highincidence areaand also
putthe countryonaseparate warninglist
for coronavirus variants.

From Monday onwards, Germans arriving
from Indiawill only be allowed to enter the
country with anegative testresultand will
then have tobegin a 14-day quarantine.

military tolookinto providing a mobile
oxygen production facility as well as
supportto transportotheremergencyand
reliefgoods to India.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel on
Sunday expressed her “sympathy over the
terrible suffering” thatthe pandemichad
broughtto India.

“Germany stands in solidarity with India
and is urgently preparing a mission of
support,” Merkel said in a statement.

The European Commission hasalso said it
aimstosend oxygenand medicinesto India
afterreceivingarequestfrom Delhi. Britain
and the United States are also sending
assistanceincluding medical equipment.

again,” Graham said.

Armenian Pres.
acceptsresignation of
PM Pashinyan

The President of Armenia on
Sunday evening accepted the
resignation ofthe Prime Minister
of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan.
OnSunday evening, the President
ofthe Republicof Armenia Armen
Sarksyanannounced thathe has
accepted theresignation of the
Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol
Pashinyan.

According to the Armenian
Constitution, after the

resignation of the Prime
Minister, he will be responsible
for advancing the affairs of the
country until the formation ofa
new government.
Pashinyansaidinanaddresshe
will step down to trigger snap
parliamentary elections. He will
still carry outtheresponsibilities
ofthehead ofgovernment, Public
Radio of Armeniareported.
“The parliamentary elections
are possible onlyin the eventthe
Prime Minister resigns and the
National Assembly fails to elect
Prime Minister twice. After this,

the Parliament is considered
dissolved by virtue of law, and
early parliamentary elections
take place,” Pashinyan explained.
To hold the June 20 elections
in full compliance with the law,
Nikol Pashinyan will nominate
his candidacy for the Prime
Ministertwice, otherfactionsand
MPsrepresentedinthe National
Assembly will not nominate
candidates. The parliamentary
majority willnotelect Pashinyan
as Prime Minister, and the
National Assembly will be
considered dissolved.

Saudis in dire need of
talk with Iran: Ex-
envoy to Qatar

Stating that Saudi Arabia
is facing many security and
economic problems, former
Iranian ambassador to Doha
said that Saudis cannotsurvive
intheregion withoutthe Islamic
Republicoflran.
Speakinginaninterview with
Mehr News Agency on Monday,
Abdollah Sohrabireiterated
that Saudis cannot survive in
theregion withoutthe Islamic
Republicoflran.
Turning to Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif’s trip to Qatari capital
Doha, he said that specific
circumstances of the region

require senior diplomats to
constantly meet each other
under various excuses to

discuss common issues
including Islamic world,
Palestine, and post-ISIL
aftermath.

Iran’s diplomacy apparatus
alsouses this opportunity for
diplomatictalks during the holy
month of Ramadan and due to
thereligious commonalities
in the region by conducting
Ramadan diplomacy, he stated.
Although every country faces
problems in the field of its
foreign policy,and Qatarin the
past was atloggerhead with
Iran’s positionsintheregionin
some cases, itshould be keptin
mind thatthis meeting could be
agood opportunity to exchange

views onbilateral and regional
issues,aswell asissues of the
Islamicworld due to the current
economicand political situation
ofthis country, former diplomat
emphasized.

Saudis are facing many
problemsin terms of security
and economy in the region, he
said, adding, “On the one hand,
they face alarge budget deficit
and they are criticized and
pressured aboutwarin Yemen
onthe other hand. Therefore,
they have lost their previous
standingin the Arab world and
theregion.Itisnatural thatthey
seek to negotiate with Iran,
because without the Islamic
Republic of Iran, they cannot
survive in the region and must
acceptthefacts.”
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