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Iranregisters 3rd highest
productiongrowthamong

world’stop steelmakersin
2020:WSA

[ran’s crudesteel productionincreased by 13.4 percentin
2020whiletheaverage global growthinthissectorstood
at-0.09 percent,accordingto the World Steel Association
(WSA)latestreport.

The country wasranked thirdamong the world’s top
steel producersinterms of production growth, after
Uzbekistanand Moldovawhich both have small outputs
compared tolran, [ranian Mines and Mining Industries
Developmentand Renovation Organization (IMIDRO)
reported.

Based onthereport,Iran produced 29.03 million tons of
thementioned commodityduring2020 compared tothe
lastyear’snearly 25.6 milliontons.

Uzbekistan’s steel production grew by 42.6 percent,and
Moldova’s outputincreased by 18.7 percentin 2020,
followed by Iran with the production growth of 13.4
percent.

Meanwhile, WSA states that crude steel productionin
theworldfell 0.09 percenttostandat1.829 billion tons
in2020.

According to the World Steel Association, similar to the
pasttwoyears, Iranstood atthe 10th placeamongthe
world’stop steel producersin 2020, after countrieslike
China, India, Japan,and Russia.

[ranproduced 2.6 milliontonsof crude steelin December
2020,whichwas 19.2 percenthigher than the figure for
December2019,the samereportconfirmed.
Theaverage global production growthinthe mentioned
monthwas 5.8 percent.

Astheworld'stop producer, Chinaproduced 1.052 billion
tonsofcrudesteelin2020,up 5.2 percent compared to
2019.Indiaand Japanranked second and third in the
world with production 0f99.5 millionand 83.1 million
tons, respectively.

The production of South Korea, Japan, and Indiaas the
leaders oftheindustry,however,decreased by 6 percent,
16.2 percent,and 10.6 percent, respectively.
ThelranianSteelindustryhasbeen constantly developing
overthepastyearsagainstallthe pressuresand obstacles
created by external factorslike the U.S. sanctions and
the coronavirus outbreak thathasseverely affected the
performance oftheworld’stop producers.
ThelIslamicRepublichad also outshined the world steel
producersduring the first 10 months 0f2020,asbased
onthe WSApreviousreportthe country produced 23.8
million tons of the mentioned commodity during the
January-October, 2020 period, 12.6 percentmore than
thefigureinthe same 10 monthsof2019.

Syriastresses expansionof
bilateral economicties with

Iran

Syrian Prime Minister Hussein Arnous stressed the
need to increase bilateral economic relations and
mutual commerce between Syriaand Iran.He made the
remarksin hismeeting with the board of Directors of
the Syrian-Iranian Chamber of Commercein Damascus.
Emphasizing the strategicrelations between the two
countries, Arnousstressed enhancingbilateral economic
relations, increasing the mutual commerce between
Syriaand Iran,and expanding thejointinvestments
thatsupportthe national economy and providing the
requirements of the production process.During the
meeting, he affirmed the necessity of developing the
chamber’sworkingmechanismtobeableto participate
inthereconstruction processand develop the export
sector, in particular, the demanding Syrian productsin
the Iranian markets.He pointed to the importance of
productswap betweenthetwo countriesinawaytomeet
theneedsofthelocal market frombasicmaterialsand
requirementsofthe health sector, particularlyinlightof
coronavirus pandemic.
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Water, wastewater management
projects worth 1.33S$Sb inaugurated

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, on

Thursday, inaugurated 3,569 projects
worth 56.1 trillion rials (about 1.33$
billion) aimed for natural resources

and watershed management, as well

asthedevelopmentofirrigation and

drainage networks in the country’s

westernand northwesternregions and

thenortheastern Golestan province.

Inaugurated in
the 43rd series
ofinauguration
ceremonies
in the current

NEWS

Iranian calendar
year (started
on March 20, 2020),
the mentioned projects
are going to create job
opportunities for over
105,771 people.

As reported by IRNA,
with the construction of
irrigation and drainage
networks in Golestan
province,thenetincome
of farmers through both
irrigated and rainfed
cultivation will increase
by 58 percent and 159
percent, respectively,
and theirrigation water

SN

productivity index will
also increase by 44
percent.

The mentioned projects
are aimed at promoting
proper use of water,
soil, and other natural
resources, stabilize the
populationinrural areas,
increase agricultural
production, create
effective employment
and finally, increase the
income and welfare of
villagersand develop the
northern, western and
northwesternregions of
the country.

Since the beginning of
the current calendar
year, which has been
named the year of
“surge in production”
by the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution
Seyed Ali Khamenei,
the government has
urged various bodies
and ministries to take
the necessary measures
fortherealization of the
year’s motto.

In thisregard, since the
beginning of the year,
every week several
major projects have gone

operational in various
sectors.

The Energy Ministry has
implemented a program
called “A-B-Iran” based
on which the ministry

inaugurates several
energy projects every
week, and the Industry,
Mining, and Trade
Ministryisalso following
a new scheme called
“Persistent Production-
Effective Employment-
Sustainable Exports”
underwhich the ministry
has inaugurated
numerous projects so far.

Iran to take delivery of
Sputnik vaccines on
February4

l.‘
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Iranian Ambassador to Moscow Kazem
Jalali said that Iran will take delivery
of Sputnik vaccines on February 4 and
thatIran will produce Sputnik vaccines
jointly with Russiain the nextstage.

Speakingtoreporters,Jalalisaid inthe
wake of approval of Sputnik Vvaccine
by Iranian Health Ministry announced

by Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif, the agreement was signed
on Friday.

Based on the agreement with RDIF,
the first shipment will be delivered on
February 4.

The second consignment will be
delivered to Iran by February 28 and the
end ofthe currentIranianyear,headded.
Thanks to the capacity of producing
vaccines in Iran, Iran reached an
agreement with the Russian party to
produce the vaccine jointlyin Iran, he
noted.

Accordingly, a delegation from the
Health Ministry will visit Moscow, he
said.

Producing the Russianvaccinein Iran
willbothmeetthe needsinside Iranand
Iranwill also play the role of aregional
hub forexports.

Elaborating on the safety ofthe vaccine,
Jalali said the Sputnik Vvaccine is now

being tested in Russia and has so far
tested on Russian minister of defense,
armed forces, medical staffand teachers.
Henoted thataboutthree million people
haveso farreceived the vaccinein Russia
andnoreportshavebeenreleased onits
sideeffects.

Turkey, UAE, India, Hungary, and
South Korea have signed agreements
with Russia for vaccination and joint
production.

Earlier, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif announced
that Iran has approved the Russian
coronavirusvaccine Sputnik V.

The Sputnik V vaccine was also
registered and approved by Iran'shealth
authorities, headded.The Sputnik V
vaccine was developed in partnership
with the Russian Direct Investment Fund
(the state-owned organization funding
investmentprojects) and wasregistered
inAugust2020.
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The Export Guarantee
Fund of Iran is offering
up to $800 million in
guarantees for export to
the Eurasian Economic
Union member states, the
exportagency's director

"Issuing guarantees for
export with the help of
peer state organizations

EGFI1 Offers in EEU countriesisamong
. EGFIsupportive measures
$S00min to help protect Iran's
Guarantee to foreign trade,” Abdollah
BoostExportsto Sajjafli sgid, referring to
restrictions on banking

EEU States tiesbetweenIranand other

countries due to the US
economicblockade, IRNA
reported.

Exceptfor Kyrgyzstan, all
EEU membershave export
creditagencies. "We have
signed agreements with
them to facilitate trade."
The official said covering
“political and commercial
risks” isamong the EGFI
measures.
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Iran’s
exportvol.

of agri.
products
up22%
innine
months

Iran exported
6.1 million tons
of agricultural
productsinthe first
nine months of the
current  Iranian
calendaryear (from
March 21 to Dec. 20),
showinga22and 20
percent growth in
terms of volume and
valuerespectively.
Despite spread ofthe
novel coronavirus,
COVID-19, in the

country, Islamic
Republic of Iran
registered a

considerable
growth in export
of agricultural
products, the
Deputy Ministry
of Agriculture
for Agricultural
Processing
Industries
Development Affairs
Zavvar Parmeh said.
He went on to say
that the country
exported  4.986
million tons of
agricultural
products, valued at
$4.79 billion, in the
firstnine months of
the previous Iranian
calendaryear (from
March 21 to Dec. 20,
2019).

About 889,000
tons of important
horticultural
products, valued
at $2.278 billion,
was exported from
the country in the
first nine months
of the currentyear,
showing a 38 and
43 percent hike in
terms of volume and
value respectively
as compared to
the last year’s
corresponding
period, Parmeh
added.
Amonghorticultural
products exported
from the countryin
thisperiod, pistachio
accounted for the
maximum export
share, he said,
adding, “143,000
tons of high-quality
pistachio, valued at
$1.58 billion, were
exported from the
country, registering
al04and77percent
growth in terms of
volume and value
respectively.”
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Iranian M Ps
Propose
Anti-Israeli
Military
Alliance of
Resistance
Front

Anumber oflranian
lawmakers have
prepared a motion
to establish atreaty
onmilitary alliance
amongtheresistance
front’s countries and
groupsincountering
threats from the
Israeliregime.

MP Abolfazl
Abutorabi told
Tasnim on Saturday
thatthe proposal to
setupa “Defenseand
Security Treaty ofthe
Resistance Group”
has beensigned by
34 lawmakers and
submitted to the
National Security
and Foreign Policy
Commission.
According to the
proposed security
alliance, “if the
Zionist regime
attacks any of the
resistance front’s
countries or takes
action againstthem,
the other member
states orliberation
movements of the
treaty will make
every military,
economic, and
political effort to
counter the threat.”
The motion states
that determining
the liberation
movements will be
under the authority
of Iran's Supreme
National Security
Council.

In remarks in May
2020, Leader of the
Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khameneisaid Iran
will “support and
assist any nation
or any group who
opposes and fights
the Zionistregime”
ofIsrael.

“The Zionistregime
has provenitwon’t
abide by any treaty
& understands no
logic except force.
The nature of the
Zionist regime is
incompatible with
peace, because
the Zionists seek
to expand their
territories & will
certainly not be
limited to what
they have already
occupied,” said a
tweetinthe Leader’s
account.

=

Unfreezing Iranian assetby Seoul,

effective for tanker's release

Chairman ofthe Iranian Parliament (Majlis) National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission Mojtaba
Zonnourisaid on Friday thatrelease of Iranian assets by
Seoulis effective on Iranianjudiciary's decision aboutthe
tanker.

In avirtual meeting with Song Young-gil, chairman of
the Foreign Affairs and Unification Committee of South
Korea, Zonnourinoted the two countries enjoy historical
background andlongstandingrelationsin cultural, social,
and political-economic areas that can be utilized for

resolution ofthe dispute.

He complained that Seoul Governmenthasblocked Iran's
assets exercising the US unlawful sanctions and despite
promises made by South Korean Governmentto release
them, no action has been taken in this regard, requiring
serious stepsneed to be taken to end the impasse.

He called for expansion of cooperation and elimination
of existing problems and obstacles through sense of
understanding, saying that practical measures should
be taken to create the atmosphere of trustonce againin
bilateral relations.

Referring to the seizure of the South Korean tanker,
Zonnourisaid thatthe South Korean ship hasbeen seized

Door should be open for all to join Iran,

Turkey for coop.

Due torecentregional developments and

having a new administration in US, it is

important for Iran and Turkey to cement

their cooperation andleave the door open for

other statestojointhem torestoreregional

stability.

By: Payman
Yazdani

Iranian Foreign
Minister, Zarif,
who  visited
Turkey as the

=

NEWS

due to contaminating the
waters of the Persian Gulf,
adding thatithasnothing
todo with Iran's blocked
assets.

Young-gil said thatSeoulis
determined to strengthen
relations with the Islamic
Republic in various areas to
developand expand them.

He added thatSouth Korean parliament

insists onsettlementoftheissue ofIran’s frozen assetsin
the country andis waiting foraresolution.

NEWS

Italy Cancels Licenses to
Export Weapons to Saudi
Arabia, UAE

[taly said permits to export weaponsto both Saudi
Arabiaand the UAE have been canceled due to
their participationinthe war on Yemen.

"The government canceled licenses to export
missilesand bombsto Saudi Arabia and the UAE,
asofFriday," [talian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio
said Friday.Inaposton social media, the Italian
minister affirmed his country's close commitment
torespectinghumanrights, stressing that the
suspensiondecisionis"acorrectstepandaclear
message of peace from Italy."The permits were
granted to sellairborne bombs and missiles at
atime whenthey were beingused inthe Yemen

Revival of JCPOA requires
lifting of sanctions on Iran:
Pakistani political scientist

A Pakistani political scientist and expert says if the
US President]Joe Biden is seriousinjoining the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) then firsthe has to
lift sanctions imposed on the Islamic Republicoflranasa

G (ast leg of his

recenttour to Russiaand
the Caucasianregion, has
sat down for talks with
his Turkish counterpart
Mevlit Cavusoglu in
Istanbul on Friday
morning. He also visited
the country's President
and discussed regional
issues with him for two
hours without presence

ofjournalists.
Iranian and Turkish
foreign ministers

yesterdayinajointpress
conference stressed
the need for close
cooperation of the two
countries to restore
regional stability and
security.

Turkish foreign minister
pointed to the recent
conflicterupted between
Republic of Azerbaijan
and Armenia over
Nagorno-Karabakh
region and said thatIran
and Turkey should make
their utmost efforts to
restore stability in the
region.Azeri President
Ilham Aliyev proposed
amechanism which was
agreed by the presidents
of Turkey and Russia.
Iran'sZarifbeforearriving
in Turkey visited the
republic of Azerbaijan,
Russia, Georgia and
Armeniaand discussed
the 6-party cooperation
with the countries’
officials.

trustbuildingmeasure.

Hassan AskariRizviinan article published in Dunyanews
paper on Saturday said after unexpected upsand downs
thatletto Trump administration defeat, Biden is expected
to work forimprovement of the country's credibility and

repairrelations with allies.

The Pakistani thinkeradded that]Joe Biden could revive the
nuclear deal signed between Tehran and world powersin
2015 by lifting US anti-Iran sanctions; an action that will
benefitthe parties ofthe JCPOA, the European countries

and Iran's neighbors, especially Pakistan.

During the
conference,

Foreign Minister Zarif,
for his part, pointed
to the sanctions and
coronavirus pandemic
and said that level of

press
Iranian

trade and Dbusiness
cooperationbetweenIran
and Turkey decreased
due to the sanctions
imposedagainstIranand
also spread of the novel
coronavirus, COVID-19,
pandemic.

Effective stepshave been
taken in this regard in
order to solve existing
problems, headded.
Zarifthen pointed to the
recentdevelopmentsin
Afghanistanand said that
trilateral cooperation
between Iran, Turkey,
and Afghanistan will be
convened attherequest
of the Afghanistan
government.The
two countries of Iran
and Turkey enjoy
high potentials and
capabilities to develop
and broaden thelevel of
their cooperation on the
issues of mutual concerns.
Zarifthen pointed to the
sanctionsimposed by US
against Turkey and said,
“Islamic Republic of Iran
condemns sanctions
imposed by US against
Turkey.

Unfortunately, the US
government has been
addicted to sanctions
and thiswrong policy will
costdearly for the whole
world.”

In the meeting,
constructive talks were
held between Iran and
Turkey in the fields of
transit, trade, business
and energy,according to
Zarif, adding, “Settling
problemsfacinginvestors
and traders of the two
countries is the main
aim which is followed
up strictly.”Zarif also
said atrilateral meeting
of Iran, Turkey, and
Azerbaijan will be held
in Tehran to discuss
regional cooperation.
Besides two countries’
intention to closely work
together in Caucasus
and Afghanistan, they
also expressed their
willingness to increase
cooperationin Syriaand
Iraqtorestore peace and
stabilityintheregion.
Having a new
administration in the
White House which will
actmore complicatedly
and will work to
destabilize the region
morethanbefore,itseems
thatcloser cooperation
of two regional heavy
weights, [Iran and Turkey,

He said Pakistan welcomes revival of the JCPOA and the
improvementofbilateral relations with Iranand the lifting
of sanctions, which will also ease tensions in the Persian
Gulfregion.

Hassan AskariRizviadded thatthe Biden administration
is expected to review foreign policies of the Trump
administrationin the nexttwo months.

“Inthisregards, the lifting of sanctions on Iran will help
expand Pakistan'srelations with its neighbor Iran and
much awaited Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline project could also
be completed,” he said.
During arecentvisit to Russia and Turkey, the Foreign
Minister of the Islamic Republic of [ran Mohammad
Javad Zarif announced that the Biden government could

is a must to restore
regional stability and
defuse the plots designed
by the West to further
destabilize the region for
their own geopolitical
interests.

commenting on the
importance of Tehranand
Ankara cooperation in
ordertorestoreregional
stability and the key role
that they can play, Dr.
Osman Faruk Logoglu
a senior member of
Turkey's CHP and veteran
politician said, "One way
toregional stability in the
broader Middle East is
throughthereductionand
eventual elimination of
intervention by outside
powers. Attaining
that goal requires the
countries of the region
to take ownership of
their problems and
resolve them by their own
means. The backbone of
such an effort would be
greater cooperationand
coordination between
Turkey and Iran as the
heavy-weights of the
regions. Thedoorshould
be open to all others in
this turbulent region.
While all this may sound
unrealistic, it is to be
preferred to the eternal
turmoil to which our
regionissubjected.”

potentially begin to de-escalate relations between Tehran

and Washington. "Wehope thatthe new US administration
will be able to move bilateral relations with Tehranin the
rightdirection."
Zarif also told a news conference with his Turkish
counterpartin Istanbul thatthe hopes of members ofthe

war.The Italian government's decision relates
to 6 permits, one of which was to export 12,000
bombs to Saudi Arabiawitha contractworth 400
million euros. This development comes inlight
ofadecisiontakenintheItalian parliamentlast
Decemberto cancel the renewal of these permits.
Severalinternational organizations active in
the field of non-armamentstimulation, such as
the [talian Peace and Non-Armament Network,
Amnesty International and Protect Children,
have welcomed theItalian government's decision,
accordingto Al-Masirah.This comestwo daysafter
thenew US administration headed by Joe Biden,
temporarily suspended many ofthe military deals
thatthe Trumpadministration concluded with the
UAE, including the F-35 fighterjets.

New US envoy, Europeans

confer on Iran nucleardeal
Thenew USIran envoy spoke with British, French
and German officials on Thursday as the US
explores how torevive the 2015 nuclear deal
former US President Donald Trump abandoned,
two sources familiar with the matter said.

“Itwas to take stock of the dossier and to assess
whatour state of mindis,”a European diplomatic
source said of US special envoy Rob Malley’s
conversation with the British, Frenchand German
foreign ministry political directors, Reuters
reported.A second source confirmed thatthe
discussiontook place butoffered no details. The
State Departmentdid notimmediately respond
torequests for comment.The US President Biden
hasnamed Robert Malley as the special US envoy
for Iran.Robert Malley was a key member of
former President Barack Obama’s team that
negotiated the 2015 nuclear accord with Iran or
the so-called Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).In blatantviolation of the JCPOA, the
previous USadministration withdrew from the
international deal with Tehran and started the so-
called Maximum Pressure Campaign in the form of
imposingunprecedented economicsanctions on
theIraniannation on May8,2018.

new
US administration, who

claim thatIran would return toanucleardeal, are
neitherlogical nor will they everbe realized.

Hesaid thelogicisthata country wholeftthe agreement

should return to it,and we who are still in the JCPOA will
take the necessary measures.
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Iranian health official on Saturday announced

approval of Sputnik

vaccines made by Russia, saying thatitis the beginning of Tehran-Moscow
joint cooperation in the area of biotechnology.Kianoush Jahanpour,
spokesman for Food and Drug Administration of Iran, made the remarks
through a Twitter post.Sputnik V is the first COVID-19 vaccine which has got
permission forusein Iran, Jahanpourwrote.Earlier, Iran's Ambassadorto Moscow

Kazem Jalalihad announced thatIran will take delivery of Sputnik Vvaccines on February 4.The

20000 Rials

signing ceremony for an agreement to that effecthasbeen held during the recent travel of [ranian
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Door should be NEWS
open for all tojoin mrT
Iran, Turkey for
COoop. Zarifcalls
B for collective
. cooperation to
Fllfl'.e czimng th restore stabilityin
ranian asse. Yy region
SCOI]], 'eifeCtlve for Iranian Foreign Minister
tanker'srelease Mohammad Javad Zarif
B on Friday called for
Syria stresses collective cooperation
expansion of torestorestabilityinthe
bilateral economic region. “Constructive,
. . friendly, & fruitful
ties with Iran a conversations in
Turkey with President

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

@RTErdogan & FM @
MevlutCavusoglu,” Zarif
wrote in his tweeter

05:35:30 account.He added that
Noon callto prayer: “discussed expansion of
12:16:48 bilateral ties & regional

Evening call to prayer:

17:53:34

WEATHER

cooperation—Syria,
Iraq, & the Caucuses.”
“Concurredthattheonly
way torestore stability
in the region is thru
synergy,”henoted.Atthe
lastleg of his regional
tour, FM Zarifarrivedin
Turkeytoholdtalks with
Turkishauthorities on
regional and bilateral
issues.
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Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif to Russia.As Jahanpour noted that the Food and Drug
Administration of Iranatameeting hasissued permitto emergency use of Sputnic Vvaccine.

Iran to take delivery of Sputnik

vaccines on February 4

Healthylifestyle: 4 keys to alonger life

Howisitthatthe United States spends the most money

on healthcare, and yet still has the one of the lowestlife

expectanciesofall developed nations?

Healthylifestyle and longevity
Researchersfromthe Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health conducted a
massive study of the impactofhealth
habits on life expectancy, using
data from the well-known Nurses’
Health Study (NHS) and the Health
Professionals Follow-up Study (HPFS).
This means that they had data on a
hugenumber of people overaverylong
period oftime. The NHS included over
78,000 women and followed them from
1980t02014.The HPFSincluded over
40,000 men and followed them from
1986t02014.

The researchers looked at NHS and
HPFSdataondiet, physical activity,body
weight, smokingthathad been collected
fromregularlyadministered, validated
questionnaires.

Whatis ahealthy lifestyle, exactly?
These fourareas were chosenbecause
priorstudieshave shownthemtohavea
largeimpactonrisk of premature death.
1. Healthy diet, which was calculated
andrated based onthereported intake
ofhealthy foodslike vegetables, fruits,
nuts, whole grains, healthy fats, and
omega-3 fatty acids, and unhealthy
foodslikered and processed meats,
sugar-sweetened beverages, trans fat,
and sodium.

2. Healthy physical activity level, which
was measured as atleast 30 minutes
per day of moderate to vigorous activity
daily.

3. Healthy body weight, defined as a
normal body mass index (BMI), which
isbetween 18.5 and 24.9.

4. Smoking, well, thereisno healthy
amount of smoking. “Healthy” here
meantneverhaving smoked.
Researchersalsolooked atdataonage,
ethnicity,and medication use, as well

as comparison data from the National
Health and Nutrition Examination
Surveys and the Centers for Disease
Controland Prevention’s Wide-Ranging
Online Data for Epidemiologic Research.
Does a healthy lifestyle make a
difference?

Asitturnsout, healthy habits make abig
difference. Accordingto this analysis,
people who metcriteria forall five habits
enjoyed significantly, impressively
longerlivesthanthosewhohadnone: 14
years forwomenand 12 years for men (if
they hadthese habitsatage 50).People
who had none ofthese habits were far
more likely to die prematurely from
cancer or cardiovascular disease.
Study investigators also calculated
life expectancy by how many of these
five healthy habits people had. Just
one healthy habit (anditdidn’t matter
which one) ...justone... extended life
expectancy by two yearsin men and
women. Not surprisingly, the more
healthy habits people had, thelonger
theirlifespan.

A 2017 study using data from the
Health and Retirement Study found
that people 50 and older who were
normal weight, had never smoked in
moderation lived on average seven
yearslonger. A2012 mega-analysisof15
international studies thatincluded over
500,000 participants found thatover
halfof premature deaths were due to
unhealthylifestyle factors such as poor
diet, inactivity, obesity and smoking.
Sowhat’s our (big) problem?

Asthe authors ofthis study pointout,
inthe USwetend to spend outlandishly
ondeveloping fancy drugs and other
treatments for diseases, rather than
on trying to prevent them. Thisis a
big problem.Experts have suggested
thatthe bestway to help people make
healthy dietandlifestyle changeisatthe
large-scale, populationlevel, through
publichealth efforts and policy changes.
(Kind oflike motorcycle helmets and
seatbeltlegislation...)

Putin Signs Bill on Extending New START

into Law

Russian President Vladimir Putin has signed into alaw a
bill extending the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New
START) until February 2026 ,5, the Kremlin press service

saidinastatement published onits website.

"The federal lawratifiesthe agreementon
extendingthe Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty between the Russian Federation
and the United States, dated April 8,2010,
which Russiaand the USmade onJanuary
26,2021, through an exchange ofnotes,"
the statementreads, TASSreported.
Accordingto the Kremlin pressservice, the
federallaw entersinto force on the day of
its official publication.

"The extension of the treatyisinline with
Russia’s national interests as it makes
it possible to maintain transparency
and predictability in strategicrelations
between Russiaand the USand preserve
global strategic stability. Besides, it will
have a positive effect on the international
situation, contributing to the nuclear
disarmament process," the statement
adds.

New START, which was signedin 2010

and cameinto forcein 2011, limits Russia
and the UStonomorethan 700 deployed
intercontinental ballisticmissiles (ICBM),
submarine-launched ballistic missiles
(SLBM) and strategicbombers, no more
than 1,550 deployed warheadsand 800
deployed and non-deployed launchers.
Moscowrepeatedly urged Washington not
todelayadecision on extendingthe treaty,
which was setto expire on February 5,
2021.However,the Trump administration
was reluctantto extend the treaty and
insisted on expandingittoinclude China,
butBeijingrejected theidea.

Joe Biden administration took a different
position. White House press secretary Jen
Psakisaid atabriefingonJanuary 22 that
the US authorities soughtto extend the
treaty for five years.

OnJanuary 26, Moscow and Washington
exchangednoteson extending New START.
Presidents Vladimir Putin of Russia
and Joseph Biden of the United States
welcomed the moveinatelephone call.
Onthe same day, Putin submitted a bill
on extending New START for five years
to the State Duma (the lower house of
parliament).

UK COVID Variant beginning of Aprilitactually will

toB M become more dominantin this
o e?ome . ore country," Faucisaid speakingto

DominantinUS by reporters on Friday, Asian News

Early Spring, Says International reported.

Fauci Faucisaid thatitisnotyetclear

The new strain of the novel
coronavirus thatfirstappeared
in the United Kingdom will
become more dominantin the
United States by the middle of
spring, US National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases
Director Anthony Faucisaid.

"The projection that is made
with regard to the UK (variant)
isthatby the end of March, the

whether the South African
coronavirus strain - considered
tobe more infections than the
original strain - will eventually
dominateinthe United States.
The UK coronavirus variantis
currently presentinatleast28
USstatesand hasbeenidentified
in more than 315 patients,
accordingto Fauci.

UK public health officials
in December announced

the emergence of the new
coronavirus strain that is
believed tobe upto 70 percent
more transmissible.

The new strain was first
discoveredinsoutheast England
in September and subsequently
spread rapidly throughoutthe
United Kingdom and continental
Europe.
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