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Iran’s Foreign Trade to
Remain Unaffected by
Sanctions: CBI Chief

The governor ofthe Central Bank of Iran said Tehran
has adopted such plans thatdomestic production

and foreign trade willnotbe harmed evenif the
sanctionsarekeptinplace.
InapostonhisInstagram account, Abdolnasser

PublicRelations: 031-32274754
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Hemmatisaid Iran would never return to previous ° VK o °

conditions because of the Central Bank’s policies, On Il.anlan capaCItleS fOl’ Pebulldlng What's News

the ongoing plans, tools designed to handle the

situation,and monetary policies to eliminate the ® R

budgetdefici. war-hit Karabalkh Iranis

The CBI used the sanctions as an opportunity l'en'ving

todevise aseries of policies and make reforms, o

he said, adding that the precious experience of Th . . OllOlltPllt
. ) i e Islamic Republic of Iran and

nullifying the sanctions gained by the Central Bank, : = to pre-

Oil Ministry and private sector has provided suitable AL A e R B e T ti

conditions for foreign trade and the growth of extensive economic cooperation due sancuons

national production evenifthe sanctions continue. to their common historical, religious, levels

“The growing trend in the exportof oil and oil cultural andlinguisticvalues, as well as Iran has started

productsand the non-oil exportsinrecent months various economicadvantages. ramping up its oil

attests to the fact. However, I have no doubt that production and

the US sanctions could not follow the pasttrend,” expectstoreachpre-

Hemmatiadded.
In November 2020, Iranian President Hassan

By: Mohsen Pak
Aein

sanctions levels in
one to two months,

Rouhanisaid hisadministration had already made Atthe presenttime Deputy Oil Minister
itseconomicdecisionsirrespective of the result of aftertﬁeliberation’ Amir Hossein
the US presidential election. Zamaniniasaid.

Thehostile target of economic collapse in Iran has NEWS gicu tihe(ii SCE;;ZI; The oilmarketwillbe
endedin failure asthe administration hasmanaged o fthg Republic of abletoaccommodate

to deal with the sanctions and neutralized their
adverse effects, Rouhanisaidin December.

Iraqresumes Iran flights
aftereasing COVID
restrictions

Azerbaijanandthe conclusion
of a ceasefire agreement
between Bakuand Yerevan,
the benefits of cooperation
between the two countries
haveincreased.

The Republic of Azerbaijan

speedandsecurity ofwork.

Formerambassadorofiranto
Azerbaijan Mohsen Pak Aein
Itisin Azerbaijan'sinterest
to use Iranian companies
and contractors to rebuild

In the field of trade, the
Republic of Azerbaijan
hasalways been one ofthe
partners of Iran and an
importer of non-oil goods
of our country, and there

anextraordinary capacity for
cooperation,and one of the
mostimportant programs
of the two countries is to
strengthentheinfrastructure
in this field. Iran's joint

Iran’s maximum oil
output of around
3.9 million to 4
million barrels a
day, Zamaninia told
reporters on the
sidelines of an oil

Iraqi Airways Company announced on Saturday paysspecialattentiontothe Nagorno-Karabakh  for are many advantages for investment in this field is confe.rence inTehran
theresumption of flights to and from Iran aftera reconstructionoftheseseven  €conomic reasons, the cooperation.Azerbaijanhas oneoftheimportantareas on Frldai' b
Iran as een

shorthaltdue to coronavirus concerns, according
tolocal media.Al-Foratnews agency cited Iraqi
Airways Company on Saturday thatthe Najaf-Tehran
and Najaf-Mashhad routes have been reactivated
after they were called offin mid-January due to the
coronavirus concerns.Iraqi authorities banned
flights with several countries, including Iran, as of
January 14 dueto concernsregarding the spread of
anewly discovered coronavirus disease strain.
Iran detected the first UK variant of the COVID-19
onJanuary 5. So far, only five patients with the
new strain have been identified.The country's
daily coronavirusinfectionsand death have been
decreasinginthe pastweeks. Iranregistered 75
deathsoftherespiratory disease on Friday, marking
atwo-digitrate for the third week.

Iran attracts some SGbn of
foreigninvestment

The Iranian northern province of Tehran has
attracted some $6 billion of foreign investmentin
lessthansixyears (since March 2015),according to

citiesinorder to stabilizeits
positionintheliberated cities
andreturntheinhabitants of
theseregions. Thesecitiesare
adjacenttolranandalongthe
ArasRiver,and our country
canplayaconstructiverolein
thisprocess. The Presidentof
Azerbaijanhasasked friendly
countries to take an active
partinthe reconstruction
of Nagorno-Karabakh, and
inthe meantime, [ranisthe
closestand most prepared
country to cooperate
with Azerbaijan in the
reconstruction ofthesecities.
In the technical field of
engineering, [ranian
companiesand contractors
in the field of hardware,
software and manpower

proximity between the two
countries, the extrafamiliarity
between the two sides and
soon.Iran'spresence forthe
reconstruction of Azerbaijan
will be possible at alower
cost for this country, and
[ranian companies can
participate independently
orinconsortiumwith other
countries in the region
and even companies of the
RepublicofAzerbaijaninthe
reconstruction of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

In the field of transit and
transportation, Iran is
considered to be the axis
connecting the Republic
of Azerbaijan to the warm
watersofthe Persian Gulf,and
the Republic of Azerbaijan
is the gateway for Iran to

land borders with Ardabil,
Gilan and East and West
Azerbaijanprovincesandsea
borders with Mazandaran
and Golestan provinces. Ifwe
add Zanjan province to this
collection due tolanguage
sharing, we will see that
the activation of Iranian
provincesin the economic
fieldisveryimportant.

Setting preferential tariffs
neededIn ordertoincrease
trade between Iranand the
Republic of Azerbaijan, itis
necessary tosetpreferential
tariffs for some goods,
for which the necessary
documents have been
prepared. This measure will
increasethe competitiveness
oftradersofthetwo countries
and provide the basis for

of economic cooperation
between the two sides and
can play a serious role in
providingfood to the cities of
Azerbaijan.

In the energy sector, the
issue of swapping natural
gas of the Republic of
Azerbaijan through Iranto
the Autonomous Republic
of Nakhchivan continues.
In the energy sector, the
issue of swapping natural
gas of the Republic of
Azerbaijan through Iranto
the Autonomous Republic
of Nakhchivan continues.
Tehran and Baku signed
a contract for the project
in August 2004, based
on which 1 million cubic
meters of natural gas is
beingtransferred from Iran

subject to tough
U.S.sanctions since
2018, when the
administration of
then-President
Donald Trump
unilaterally
withdrew from an
international deal
that restricted the
Middle Eastern
country’s nuclear
activities.

President]oe Biden
is expected to seek
the restoration of
that accord and
officials in Tehran
have expressed the
hope he will ease
restrictions on its
petroleum sales. But

icial wi , have valuable experience .
gn(e);fafll:ilr?lVilgh]%\?;arlliicr)zeijn:gitigae:f:?{d that and worked in the field enter the Caucasus and the development of trade toNakhchivan. The Islamic fornO\./v,t.hesanctlons
t}?e amognt has been inv};sted 1192 different of civil engineering and reachEuropeviatheBlack relations. Meanwhile, due  Republicofiranparticipates arestillinplace a'nd

modernization.  Items Sea Theconstructionofthe totheactivitiesofthreefree inthelargeenergyprojectof any buyer of Iranian

manufacturing, industrial, and science-based
projects.Tehran officials had plansto attract some
$953 millioninthe currentIranian year, Ataei staei
said, however, noting that very few amount ofthe
sum have been attracted in the first nine months of

required by the Republic
of Azerbaijan, such as
construction  materials
andinstallationitems, are

Rasht-Astararailwayisan
opportunity to complete
the north-south corridor
and connect Asiato Europe,

economic zones - Anzali,
Mako and Aras in these
provinces - Azerbaijani
investorscanbenefitfromthe

the Republic of Azerbaijan
related to the development
ofthelargestShah Deniz gas
fieldwiththepresence ofNiko

crude would face
the same legal and
financial penalties
that have deterred

the year. produced and availablein andthe ac.celeration ofthe existingeconomicfacilitiesin OilCor.npar?y.by.lO%.Atthe moit potenttihal

Hesaid thatthelocal officials are seeking to attract Iran. Food is abundant in construFtlon.ofthe Ra§ht- thesea}‘eas. . sametlme,]omt.mvestment cust?mers overme

the rest of the amount within the fourth quarter of Iran forexportto Azerbaijan, Astararailwayisemphasized I Fhe field ofagrlculture.and ofthetwo countriesto ex.p101.‘e gas evyy.ea(lj‘s. lined
the Iranian year: andthe proximity ofthetwo ~ bythegovernmentsofthetwo  animalhusbandry,especially  oilandgasin Alborzregionin aman.lfmah ecline

countries can optimize the ~countries. offshoreagriculture, thereis  the CaspianSeaisonagenda. tospecilythe current

level of Iran’s oil

exports, but said
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Production of gas condensate
hasincreasedinphases 6,7 and
8 of the South Pars Gas Field-
the world’s largest gas field in
southern Iran, a state official
announced on Saturday.

Behzad Salari, head of plant
production (4th gas plant) at
South Pars gas company, made

have been produced in the

al4-percentincrease while
being compared with the
preceding year in which the
figure hasbeen 15.9.During
thetenure of Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani who took
office for the firsttimein August
2013, the gas production of

production of gasin South Pars.

the numbers were
“much better than

3 8 Gas condensate refinery in the first seven many assume,” while
e e e . months ofthe currentIranian Oil Minister Bijan
9 8 productioninjoint year (started March 20,2020), Namdar Zanganeh
South Pars Gas Salarisaid.Salariadded thatthe said shipments
3 R ein production of gas condensate have increased
g intherefinery has witnessed “dramatically.”

Zamaninia, who is
also Iran’s OPEC
governor, said
Tehran had been
discussing energy
projects, including
upstream projects
and oil purchases,

i i the South Pars Gas Field has over the past

the remarks while speaking ;, ;eased over twofold.Iran's several weeks with

4 6 to IRNA.About 18.1 million g,5 oy orts have increased European and Asian
barrels of gas condensate ,p, growth made in the companies.
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Houthis
terrorist
designation:
Spokesperson
The US Department
of State has initiated a
review of the designation
ofthe Houthi movement
asaterroristorganization,
said the department's
spokesperson.

The US Department of
Statehasinitiated areview
ofthe designation of the
Houthi movement as a
terroristorganizationand
isworkingasfastasitcan
tomakea determination,
a State Department
spokesperson said in
a statement, Sputnik
reported.

"As noted by Secretary-
Designate Blinken, the
State Department has
initiated a review of
Ansarallah's [Houthi]
terrorist designations,”
the spokesperson said
on Friday. "We will not
publicly discuss or
comment on internal
deliberationsregarding
thatreview; however, with
thehumanitarian crisisin
Yemen we are workingas
fastas we canto conduct
the review and make a
determination.”
Repeating accusations
against the movement,
the spokesperson claimed
Ansarullah should change
behaviorwithoutpointing
to the major role of the
US-backed Saudi-led
coalitioninthe creation
and continuation of the

Yemeni crisis.
Last week, the US State
Department added

the Houthi movement
to its list of terrorist
organizations. The
leader ofthe movement,
Abdul-Malik al-Houthi,
hisbrother and military
commander Abdal-Khaliq
al-Houthi and another
Ansar Allah commander
Abdullah Yahya al-Hakim
were listed as global
terrorists.

Followingthe designation,
President-elect]JoeBiden’s
nominee for Secretary of
State, Antony Blinken, said
thenew USadministration
would seektoreevaluate
thestep.

The Yemeni crisis is
now considered one
of the world's biggest
humanitarian crises.
Accordingtothe UN, over
24 million Yemenis, about
80% of the country's
population,areinneed of
humanitarian aidin the
midstofthe conflictand
pandemic,asthe number
of people forced toleave
their homes exceeds 3
million.

=

Iranian-Cuban vaccinemayreach Srd

phaseofclinical trial before Nowruz

Third phase of double-blind clinical trial of Iranian-Cuban COVID-19
vaccine will possibly startbefore the beginning ofthe Iranian year,
1400,0nMarch 21, an official with Health Ministry announced on
Saturday.

Farid Najafi, deputy Healthand Medical Education Minister for
researchaffairs,madetheannouncementinaninterviewwith IRNA.
Ifithappens, the third phase willjointly begin with participation
ofabout30,000t040,000individualsin Iranand Cuba, Najafisaid.
Headded thatthe firstand second phases of double-blind clinical
trialshave completed in Cuba, and the third onewilljointlybeginin

both countries.

Atpresent, "we're planning for starting the third phase," headded.
COVID-19vaccineisonthebeginninganditsside effectshavebeen
seriousinsome countries, Najafisaid.

Meanwhile, theindigenousIranianvaccineisamongthe mostsecure
oneasithasbeenmadefromaninactivated virus, the officialadded.
Aboutimportofforeignvaccine, the official said itshould be bought
fromreliable sourcesand thereno questionaboutsuchapurchase.
[t does not matter from which country the vaccine is, its
effectiveness, safetyand priceare ofimportancetolran,henoted.
[ranisplannedtouse both domesticand foreign vaccines, he
underlined.

Athisremarks, the official referred to Iran's century-longrecord

Zarif: US Has Fundamental Choice

to Make

invaccine production, and said
Iran and Indonesia are the sole
Muslim countries which are
producingvaccines.

Hestressed thatsome ofIranian
home-grown vaccines are
exportedtoregionalstates.

Two daysago, Deputy Minister of
Health and Medical Education Iraj
Harirchisaid thehome-made COVID-19
vaccinesenjoy satisfactory quality.
AsHaririchinoted, the vaccinesare also effective against the UK
variantcoronavirus.

NEWS

Baghdad terrorattackrevealing
US policy'not' changed

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad

Zarif urged the new US administration

toremove, with full effect, all sanctions

imposed during Trump’s tenure, saying that

Tehran willin turn reverse all the remedial

measuresithastakeninthe wake of Trump’s
withdrawal from the JCPOA.

‘&WJ/VI In an article

published in
Foreign Affairs on
January 22, Zarif
elaborated on
Iran’s stances on
the 2015 nuclear

NEWS

deal and the incoming US threeyearsearlier.Orthenew PARADIGM

The World Assembly of Islamic Awakening issued
astatement condemning the terrorist attack in
Baghdad, saying thatsuch abloodyincident shows
thatthe USpoliciesand goalsinthe West Asianregion
have notchanged.

[ssuinga statement, the World Assembly of Islamic
Awakening condemned therecentterroristattackin
Iraqg, saying thatsuch bloody events carryavariety of
messages, one of whichisthatthe USpoliciesand goals
inthe West Asianregion never changes.
Hereisthetextofthe statement:

Today, as the expulsion of the occupying forces from
Iraghasbecomeapublicdemand, proxy mercenaries
and terrorist criminals are clearly playing the role of
infantryin creating war, division, insecurity, fear,and
terrorinlraq.

The United Stateshas always pursuedits sinister plans

presidency, Washington took

of exploiting, murder, plunder,and weakening the

administration’s expected
policies.

What followsis the full text of
thearticle:

Iran Wants the Nuclear Deal
[tMade

Don'tAsk Tehranto MeetNew
Demands

Asacandidate for president
in 2016, Donald Trump
pledged to stop wasting
Americanblood andtreasure
onwarsin WestAsia. During
his time in office, Trump
instead further trapped the
United States in the region
andinflamed divisions to the
pointwhereaminorincident
might quickly spiral out of
controlandlead to a major
war.

The new administration
in Washington has a
fundamental choice to
make. It can embrace the
failed policies of the Trump
administrationand continue
down the path of disdain for
international cooperation
and international law—a
contempt powerfully
evident in the United
States’ decisionin 2018 to
unilaterally withdraw from
the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, commonly
known as the Iran nuclear
deal, thathad been signed by
Iran, China, France, Germany,
Russia, the United Kingdom,
and the European Unionjust

administration can shed the
failed assumptions of the past
and seek to promote peace
and comity intheregion.
U.S. President Joe Biden
can choose abetter path by
ending Trump's failed policy
of “maximum pressure”
andreturningto the deal his
predecessorabandoned. If
he does, Iran will likewise
returnto fullimplementation
of our commitments under
the nuclear deal. But if
Washington instead insists
on extracting concessions,
then this opportunity will
belost.

Some Western policymakers
and analysts continue to
speak of “containing” Iran.
But they would do well to
remember thatasapowerful
playerintheregion, Iranhas
legitimate security concerns,
rights, and interests—just
as any other nation does.
They must recognize
those concerns rather
than subscribe to the tired
delusion that Iran should
not enjoy the same rights
as every other sovereign
nation. We have always made
itabundantly clear that we
will respond positively to
any initiative for regional
dialogue advanced in good
faith. To us, goodwill begets
goodwill.

IN SEARCH OF A NEW

Thelasttwo decades of U.S.
military involvementin our
region have caused untold
damage whileachievinglittle.
According to the Watson
Institute for International
and Public Affairs, the
wars that followed the
9/11 attacks have directly
claimed at least 800,000
lives—and indirectly, many
more.Since 2001, atleast37
million peopleintheregion
have been forced from their
homes.

Thanks to U.S. invasions
and arms sales, Iran’s
neighborhood hasbecome
the most militarized region
inthe world. Saudi Arabia,
a country with a native
population of only 27 million,
is the world’s top arms
importer, mainly buying
from the United States. The
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
anotherleading purchaser
of U.S.weapons, hasno more
than 1.5 million citizens but
is the eighth-largest arms
buyer on the planet. These
countries have used the
weapons they have bought
toraindeathand destruction
onciviliansin Yemen, and the
White House gave them first
agreenlight, under President
BarackObama,andthencarte
blanche, under Trump, to do
o}

During the Trump

its predilection for conflict
directly to Iran’s door. Last
January, the United States
assassinated General Qasem
Soleimani, makingan already
fraughtsituationinaregion
plagued by terroristviolence
all the more unstable. The
murder removed aleading
commander in the fight to
push the so-called Islamic
State (or ISIS) and other
militant groups back from
Iraqand Syria—anditadded
anunforgivable crime to the
alreadylongregister of U.S.
transgressionsagainstIran.
The United States cannot
easily undo the damage its
actions have caused. Buta
new administration can
address one major blunder
ofits predecessor, and thatis
Trump’s withdrawalin2018
from the Iran nuclear deal.
The U.S. president tried to
torpedo amajor multilateral
diplomaticachievementand
then initiated a campaign
of blunteconomic warfare
targetingthe Iranian people,
in effect punishing Iran
for its adherence to a UN-
endorsed agreement. The
sanctions that the Trump
administration imposed
and reimposed have made
it nearly impossible for
Iran to import even the
itemsrequired to tackle the
COVID-19 pandemic.

regional countries.

Thebattle waged by the United States, Zionist Regime,
and Arabreactionaryregimesintheregionisalarge-
scale war using the tools of economicsanctions and
terrorism, political bribery, crime,and murder.

Now, ayear after the martyrdom ofthe leaders of the
Resistance Front, the United States, and the Zionist
Regime have once againresorted to creatingterrorin
theregionunderthe guise of ISIL terrorists.
Self-confidence and belief in divine promises,
patience, piety, and faith in God in the fight against
thearrogant powersand criminals as well as unity is
the only way for the victory of conscious and awake
nations so as to end the American occupationin the
region.

Iranready to coop. with Iraqin

fichtagainstterrorism

Followingthe terroristoperationin central Baghdad,
Iranian Parliament Speakerannounced Parliament's
readiness to cooperate with the Iraqi Parliament
to establish alegal framework for the fight against
terrorism.

In the wake of a bomb blast in central Baghdad
that killed and injured a number of civilians,
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf sent a message to
Iraq’s Parliament Speaker Mohamed al-Halbousi,
condemned the terroristactand stressed I[ran's
continued cooperation and strong support for the
Iraqi governmentand people in the fight against
terroristgroups.

"As in the past, the Islamic Republic of Iran will
continue to cooperate and strongly supportIraqin
the fightagainstterrorism," he said.

"Iranian Parliamentisreadyto cooperate withIraq’s
Parliament to establish the legal basis for the fight
againstthe ominous phenomenon ofterrorism," he
added.

Two assailants detonated their explosive vestsinside
amarketin Baghdad’s Tayaran Square on Thursday,
killingatleast28 peopleand wounding 73 others.

Schumer: Trump Impeachment
Trial to Begin Week of Feb. 8§

Openingarguments in the US Senate impeachment trial for
Donald Trump over the Capitol riot will begin the week of Feb. 8,
thefirsttimeaformer US presidentwill face such charges after
leaving office.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumerannounced the schedule
Friday evening after reaching an agreement with Republicans,
who had pushed fora delay to give Trump a chance to organize
hislegal team and prepare a defense on the sole charge of
incitementofinsurrection.The February start date also allows
the Senate more time to confirm US President Joe Biden's Cabinet
nominations and consider his proposed $1.9 trillion COVID relief
package — top priorities of the new White House agenda that
couldbecomestalled duringtrial proceedings.

“We all want to put this awful chapter in our nation’s history
behind us,” Schumer said aboutthe deadly Jan. 6 Capitol siege by
amob of pro-Trump supporters.

“Buthealing and unity will only come if there is truth and

accountability. And thatis whatthis trial will provide.”

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi will send the article ofimpeachment
late Monday, with senators sworn in as jurors Tuesday. But
openingarguments willmove to February.
Trump'simpeachmenttrial would be the firstofa US president
nolongerin office, an undertaking that his Senate Republican
alliesargueis pointless, and potentially even unconstitutional.
Democrats say they have to hold Trump to account, even as they
pursue Biden's legislative priorities, because of the gravity of
whattook place —aviolentattack onthe US Congress aimed
atoverturning an election.If Trump is convicted, the Senate
could vote tobar him from holding office ever again, potentially
upending his chances fora political comeback.The urgency for
Democrats to hold Trump responsible was complicated by the
need toputBiden's governmentin place and start quick work on
his coronavirusaid package.

“Themoretime wehavetogetupandrunning... Thebetter,” Biden
said Friday in brief comments to reporters.Republicans were
eager to delay the trial, putting distance between the shocking
events of the siege and the votes that will test their loyalty to the

former
president who still
commandsvoters’attention.

Negotiations between Schumer and Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell were complicated, as the two are alsoin talks
over apower-sharing agreement for the Senate, which is split
50-50butin Democratic control because Vice President Kamala

Harrisservesasatie-breakingvote.



Pres announces startof vaccinationin Iran soon

[ranian President Hassan Rouhaniannounced here on Saturday that
vaccination in the country will startin the next few days.Aslongas the
indigenous vaccine hasnotarrived, the use of foreign one is a necessity,
PresidentRouhanisaid atthe national anti-coronavirusheadquarters meeting
in Tehran.Since the outbreak of coronavirus worldwide more than ayearago,
the people experienced difficult days, the President said calling for following

health protocols to contain the pandemic.Athisremarks, the Presidentappreciated

20000 Rials

round-the-clock efforts made by the medical personnel to fight the deadly virus as the number of

deadinlranhasdroppedandreached atwo-digitnumber.Sinceits outbreakin December 2020, the
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CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:
05:38:33

Noon call to prayer:
12:15:28

Evening call to prayer:
17:47:12
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Leader condoles
passingof
Ayatollah Alavi
Sabzevari

Leader of Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed AliKhameneihas
expressed condolences
over the passing of
prominentlraniancleric,
Ayatollah Mohammad-
Hassan Alavi-Sabzevari.
Inamessagereleased
on Saturday, the Leader
expressed solemn
commiserations over
the passing of Sabzevari
to hishonorable family,
the seminaries and his
pupils.

Ayatollah Khamenei
further lauded the
late seniorcleric’srole

and contributions in
different sectors, and
prayed to God to bestow
divine forgivenessand
blessings on him and
elevate hisranks [inthe
Heavens]tothehighest.

Islamophobia is an apt term for classifying inaccurate

assumptions concerning Muslims and [slam, which have been

spreadingsince the Sept. 11 terroristattacks.

“Islamophobiais anaptterm for classifying
inaccurate assumptions concerning Muslims and
Islam. Those forwardingan anti-Muslim agenda
believe that their viewpoints are coherent,
butas Eli Massey and Nathan ]. Robinson point
out, the function of a prejudice ‘leads us to
believe that our generalizations are based on
reason and evidence, even when reason and
evidence actually pointin an entirely different
direction,” Stuart Chambers, asociological
and anthropological studies professor ateh
University of Ottawa, wrotein anarticle carried
by econotimes.com.

Followingis Professor Chambers’article:
Although anti-Muslim sentiments certainly
existedlongbefore 2001, the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks and the response to them intensified
anti-Muslim tropes,namely the presumption that
Islamisinherently violentor that Muslims have
apropensity for terrorism. Since 9/11, specific
individuals have turned Islamophobiainto an
industry, scapegoating Muslims to further their
ownagendas.

Like other forms of intolerance, however,
Islamophobia can be objectively assessed.
Empirical studies are an effective means of
exposing this prejudice, one that plagues both
sides ofthe political spectrum.
Anti-Muslimrhetoric

Therhetoric of Canadian conservative author
Mark Steynistypical of right-wingIslamophobia.
Forinstance, Steyn claims that “most Muslims
eitherwish orare indifferent to the death ofthe
societiesinwhich theylive.”

Likewise, Dutch politician and right-wing
populist Geert Wilders refers to the Quranas
“asource of inspiration for,and justification of,
hatred, violence and terrorism in the world,
Europe and America.” British conservative
political commentator Douglas Murray suggests
thattoreduce terrorism, the United Kingdom
requires “abitlessIslam.”

coronavirus pandemichaskilled over 2,100,000 across the world, while the number ofthe dead in

Iran’s Foreign'T'rade to Remain Unaffected
by Sanctions: CBI Chief

Islamophobiain Western Media Based on False
Premises

Prominent left-wing commentators also
contribute to the same scaremongering
stereotypesas their conservative counterparts.
Forexample, American neuroscientistand new
atheistSam Harrisasserts that “thereisadirect
linkbetween the doctrine of [slam and Muslim
terrorism.”

Similarly, American comedian and television
producer Bill Maher believes that thereisa
“connectingtissue” of intolerance and brutality
thatbinds 1.6 billion Muslimsto terroristgroups
like Daesh (ISIL or ISIS). And Somali-born Dutch
Americanactivistand writer Ayaan Hirsi Alistates
that“violenceisinherentinthe doctrine of Islam.”
None of these characterizations, however, are
sufficientfromascholarly viewpoint. Self-evident
positionsand gross exaggerationstend to detract
from the mainissue: whether the depiction of
Muslimsasviolentextremistsis misleading.
MostMuslimsrejectviolentextremism
Globally speaking, Muslims overwhelmingly
reject suicide bombings and other forms of
violence against civilians “in defense of [slam”.
Studies found thatMuslims view such extremism
asrarely orneverjustified, including 96 per cent
inAzerbaijan, 95 per centin Kazakhstan, 92 per
centinIndonesiaand 91 per centinlraq.

The 2016 report What Muslims Want, the most
extensive research of British Muslims ever
conducted, found thatnine of 10 British Muslims
rejectterrorism outright. When asked “To what
extent do you sympathize with or condemn
peoplewho committerroristactionsasaform of
political protest,” 90 per centcondemned these
actions, five per centdidn’tknow and three per
centneither condemned nor condoned political
actsofterror.

That'shardly “mostMuslims,” as Steyn contends.
Whenalarge-scaleglobal surveyaskedif“attacks
onciviliansare morallyjustified,” similar results
were found when comparing Muslim attitudes
tothe general publicin France, Germany and
the United Kingdom. In fact, theresponses were
almostindistinguishable: French public (one
per cent) versus Muslimsin Paris (two per cent);
German public (one per cent) versus Muslimsin
Berlin (0.5 per cent); and British public (three per
cent) versus Muslimsin London (two per cent).

Is Bidendistancing himselffrom Israel

[tis very difficult, butifrealism dominates the foreign policy

ofthe Biden governmentand the new president of the United
Statesthinksaboutthe interests ofhis country,he mustdistance
himselffrom the Zionistregime. The concern of the international

community today, and especially of Muslim countries, is that
theinfluence of the Zionistlobby in the Democratic Party will
dominate the Bidenadministration's policy and that Trump's

illegal actionsin supportofIsrael will continue.

By Mohsen Pakaeen

Trump violated UN resolutions by
encouraging the Zionist regime to
continue settling, moving the US embassy
to Jerusalem, recognizing the Golan
Heightsaspartofthe Zionistregime, and
the grand deal of the century thatsought
toannexthe West Bank to Israel. Trump
turned ablind eye to Israel's atrocities in
Palestine and Syria, and to his side with
Saudi Arabiainkillinginnocent people
in Yemen, angering not only Muslim
countriesbutalso America's European
allies.

The Biden government, ifit supports
the Zionistregime, will pose dangerous
security challenges to West Asian
countries and will retaliate against
Muslim countries. Netanyahu, who is
facing seriousinternal problemsand a
corruption case,isontheverge of collapse
today. Supporting him, aloyal friend of
Trump, would mean betting on alosing
horse.

Thenew US presidentshould knowthatin
thelastmonths of Trump's presidency, the
Zionistregimetried toincite the USto go
towar with Iranand create new problems
forthe nextUSadministration. The Zionist
regime will continueitsactionsto provoke
the new US administration. Biden's
vigilance will preventthe US from falling
into the Zionisttrap.

Donald Trump hasbeentrapped by Israel
several timesand even tried to activate
the UN Security Councilin the interests of
Israel, which, atleasttwice, tasted defeat

and won the only vote in favor of the small
Dominican country. Trump's support for
Netanyahu's extremist policies was abig
gamble,and the American peoplelost.The
Republicans, by supportingthe occupying
Palestinianregime, turned the United
Statesintoabankruptempireand blamed
theworld.

Today's international community is
pursuing positive and peaceful change
for West Asiain arealistic context, and
sees the United States as a way out of
Israel'sisolation and an axis of insecurity
intheregion. Proponents of world peace
are concerned thatthey should pursue
policiessuchasthe Trumpadministration
in West Asia thatwill revive Israeli state
terrorismand destabilize the region.
The decline of Israel is a clear and
undeniable fact,and many Americans
today are unhappy with the strained
relations between Washington and
Tel Aviv.One should not think thatthe
friendship between the United States
and the Zionistregime is permanent
and unbreakable.]Justasthe American
peoplesaid no to Trump, they can say no
to the continuation ofhis policies. Today,
America’'s friends in Europe and even
influential countriesin the Arab world
such as Qatar and Oman must advise
Mr. Biden notto putall his eggsin the
basketoflsraeland notto stand against
the multilateral frontin the world.

IfUS policy in the Democrat party erais
ontherighttrack,itcanrevive America's
lostreputation by focusing on human
rights abuses by Israel and Saudi Arabia
in Palestine, Yemen and Syria, and
once again stand by the international
community.

The Zionistregime continues to disrupt
stabilityintheregionand the mosthated
country in the world, and the United
States must wisely and courageously
distance itself from thisregime. Does
Biden have that capacity? The future will
answer this question.
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