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Masal, A Lost
Heaven

Masalinthe westof Gilan
isknownasalostheaven
between Iranian standing
inhighstatusofbeautythat
hasnotlostitsattraction
even in the sight of its
residences. Masallocated
inTalesh Mountainsthatis
within travelling of Rasht
byonly 50km.

Masal can be the best
option for eco-tourism
because of its forest
soaring, nature waterfalls,
caves, wild life, pastures,
and magnificent
countryside. Inthe other
hand, historical sights of
MasalsuchasKOOLC Castle,
SHAHRGAH, aCemetery
belongs to Parthian in
ASBEH RISEH, KHOON
Valley, historical sights of
KHANDILH POSHT, the
countryside of DARAA,
ELENZH,andthehistorical
building of RAHIMI in
BITEN SHANDERMAN
and etc. are the other
SpectacularpartofMasal.
Masal, city of waterfalls
The city’s roof located
1 Km out of city is the
magnificent part of the
city in which provide a
splendid perspective
in front of your eyes
that Parvaz Aram Abi
recommends you not to
missseeingit.

Masal’s splendid
waterfalls that can be
seenineverypartsofthe
city including the best
waterfallsin Iraninwhich
some ofthemare: VUZE
waterfallsin the vicinity
of EIENZEH resort in
SHANDERMAN or KHOON
waterfallwith more than
15m, TAVALIwaterfall,and
RAMINEHwithmorethan
10metersandsoon.
ThebiggestcaveinMasal
17 caves are detected in
Masalinwhichthebiggest
& glorious one located
22 Kmoutofthecity that
called AVISHO with 15
Kmheightsand 30-50 cm
corridorsinwhichariver
followsinside ofitending
toseveralwaterfalls. There
are several Lime Qandils
inside ofthe caveinwhich
some of their heights
reach to 1 m, this cave
and thelength ofthe cave
ismorethan 1700 mand
hasonlybeenavailable for
professional cavers. The
other caveslike CHOSALI
and KALCHAL are the
otherspectacular caves
in Masal that have been
available forpublic.
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Istahan’s Bridges:
Manifestation Of Safavid Architecture
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.
at the height of Safavid cultural oneofthebestexamplesofSafavid
The ZayandehRood River influence. bridge design.
startsin the Zagros Mountains, In the words of Upham Pope (an Commissionedin 1602 by Shah Abbas
flows from the west to the Americanarcheologistand historian  Ifromhis chancellor AllahverdiKhan,
east through the heart of of Persian art) and Jean Chardin anlranianethnicGeorgian,itconsists
Isfahan, and dries up in the (afamous French traveler), Khaju oftworowsof33arches.Thereisa
Gavkhooniwetland. Bridgeis “the culminatingmonument larger base plankatthe startofthe
The bridges over the river of Persian bridge architectureand bridge where the Zayandeh River  Fyrther
include some of the significant oneofthe mostinterestingbridges flowsunderit,supportingateahouse. upstreamis
architecture in Isfahan. The extant... Where the whole hasrhythm the “Pol-e
oldestbridgeisthe Shahrestan and dignity, and combines in the ChubiBridge Khaju” bridge,
Bridge(Pol-e Shahrestan in happiest consistency, utility,beauty, ~ChubiBridge (Wooden Bridge) isone whichwas
Persian), whose foundations andrecreation."KhajuBridgehas23  oflsfahan’soldestbridges. [twasbuilt built by ?hah
was built by the Sasanian archesandis 105 meterslongand in1665 duringthe Safavid era. Abbasl.l "
Empire (3rd7-th century 14 meterswide. The passway ofthe  Thebridgeislocated between Khaju 1630. It:ﬂza
Sassanid era) and has been bridge is 7.5 meters wide, made of and Ferdowsibridges. Itis 147 meters geizr's 9n924
repaired duringthe Seljukreign. bricksand stoneswith21largerand Jong and 4 meters wide, with 21 qr:he;?;r;%
The brldge.s areas follows: 26 smallerinletand outletchannels. arches.ltwasbuilt during the reign of alsoservesasa
Marnan Bridge Thestoneusedinthisbridgeisover2  ShahAbbasIltoirrigateandlinkthe sluicegate.
Pol-e-Joui or Choobi (Joui meterslongandthedistancebetween  gardensonbothsidesoftheriver. Thenext
bridge) -1665 every channeland the ceilingbaseis Thebridgeandthetwoparlorswere bridge
Pol-e Khaju (Khaju Bridge) - 21 meters. The existinginscriptions  exclusively used by the shahand his s “Pol-e
1650 suggestthatthebridge wasrepaired  courtiers. At present, the parlorsare  Chubi".ftwas
Roke Shahrestan (The in 1873.Khajuisone ofthe bridges beingusedasteahouses_ originally
ghahges}i)n ]i’(r'}ige% NN thatregulate the water flow in the ggii;zsui't‘
1-0-oenro ebridge o river because there are sluice gates i ;
Arches) -1602 under the archways. When the sgluice M Marnan Brldge ; ; ; tosupply
o\ it O et arnan Bridge is a historical thepalace
gates are cl.oseq, th.e water.lt_evel bridge in Isfahan, Iran. The current  gardenson
“"KhajuBridge beh.md.the.brldge israisedtofacilitate  g¢rycture of the bridge datesbackto  thenorth
Khaju Bridge (Pol-e Khaju) is thelrrlgatlon ofmanyg.arde_ns along  the Safavid era, butits foundations panhofthe
arguably the finest bridge in the therlverupstreamofthlsbrlldge. are olderand possiblyasoldas the ~ river.Further
province of Isfahan. Itwas builtby the On‘Fheupperleyelofthebr.lc.ige,the Shahrestan bridgeln accordance ~UPstream
Safavid king, Shah AbbasII,around ™3™ centralaisle was utilized by  yjth the available documents the ggqirgls;ge |
1650, on the foundations ofanolder 1orsesandcarts, and the vaulted  narnan Bridge wasreplanned and olrlgrideeo<f>33
bridge, CHN wrote. pathsoneither s.1Qe ofpedestrlans. constructed by the order of Khajeh archesaihich
Servingasbothabridgeandadam, it Octagon.al pavilions inthe center  garfaraz who was an Armenian is Built during
links the Khaju quarter on the north ofthe bridge O?b"th th? downand - 34ministrator of the Armenian theruleof
bank with the Zoroastrian quarter the upstreamsides providevantage  gjstrictinIsfahan. Shah Abbas

acrossthe Zayandeh River.

The bridge also served a primary
function as abuilding and a place
for publicmeetings. This structure
originally was designed with artistic
Tileworks and paintings servingasa
teahouse.

In the center of the structure is a
pavilion where Shah Abbas would
have once sat,admiringthe views.
Today, remnants ofastone seatareall
thatremains ofthe king’s chair. The
bridge highlights one of the finest
examples of Persian architecture

points for the remarkable views.
Thelowerlevel ofthe bridge may be
accessed by pedestriansand remains
apopularshady place forrelaxing.
Iranian urban architects, however,
note their dismay with therecentand
modernrenovations thathave taken
placeatKhajuBridge.

‘" Sj-0-Se Pol
Si-0-Se Pol (Bridge With 33 Arches),
also called the Allahverdi Khan
Bridge, is one of the most famous
landmarks of Isfahan. Itisranked as

“ Shahrestanbridge

This bridge is located in the
neighborhood of avillage called by
the same name. [tis a pre-Islamic
architecture. Archeologists believe
that it was built during Sassanid
and Achaemenid dynasty. A part of
brickarchesarefromSeljukdynasty.
Atthenorth partofthebridgethereis
abuilding from 18th century and was
usedasatollhouse. Thebridgehas 13
arches,about 140 meterslongand 4.5
meterswide.

the Great, it
linked Isfahan
withthe
Armenian
suburb of New
Julfa. ltisby
farthelongest
bridgein
Isfahan at 295
meters (967.85
ft.).

WHERETO EAT

Persian Paradise In Firuz
Sherbat House

Thanks to social media and internet, it’s
getting easier and easier to find little gems
even around Iran which seems to be still
pretty unknown. I had seen pictures of Firuz
Sherbat House - literally meaning syrup
housein Persian - and heard my friends
rave aboutit.SobackwhenIwasin Esfahan
lastsummer I wentlooking forit, only to
realize they had closed down for renovation
and weren’tgoingtoopeninatleastafew
months. Butby thelook of things, itwasn’t
hard to tell that had to come back!
Herelamagainin Esfahan with my Iranian/
Mexican/American family wandering
around Jolfa after a visit to the Vank
cathedral when I pass by Firuz Sherbat
House. We hadjusthad the hugestbreakfast
and itwouldn’tbe time for lunch for another
few hours, butlooking backand realizing
that this family of mine has been hooked
on Persian food for the last 2 weeks, I really
doubtifthey would say no. I getinside.
Everyone elsejustfollows. No objections
whatsoever!

We getinside and peak into the rooms.
The interior is so beautifully decorated
with Qajar era paintings. Persian carpets
adorn the floors and fresh flowers on the
tableshas gotme on my weak point. Coming
from a Design background, I’'m all about
presentations and this place is already
stealingmy heart.

We pickaseatand wait for who turned out
to be the sweetest waiter to bring us the
menu. We kindly ask foran English one for
my family and we’re told of the cafes strict
policy onhavingeverythingin Persian only.
Accordingto him,you’renotgoingtofinda
Persian menuin the States so why should
we have an English one here? I thought
the guy had apointand considering this
placeislocatedinaverytouristy area, |
kind ofapplause the owner for staying true
towhathereally believesin. Here we go
again. Me tryingto to translate amenu that
I hardly understand myself. On the bright
side, everyone’s open to surprises and so
am [. After all, I always tend to order the
strangestthingonthe menuandthisinIran,
where menus are always filled with almost
the same dishesisthe wisestthingyou could
do. Whenever you get the chance to try
somethingnew, justshoot!

We order a few drinks and some saffron
ice cream with honey. I've had my fair
share ofinfusions around Iran and way too
much saffronice cream, butlet me tell you
something: here things taste like heaven.
mean I wouldn’tevenimagine how saffron
ice cream could gowithhoney,butherelam,
swooningon every bite and every sip of my
drink. We're all sohooked thatwe’re sharing
drinkslike they were tapas! And I already
knowwhereI'llbehangingoutnexttime'm
my favourite [ranian city.

Everythingat Firuz sherbathouseistop
notch. From the way they treat customers,
tothe food and atmosphere. Add all that to
reasonable pricingand it’sbingo!I'd even
daretosay thisis probably my favourite cafe
inall ofIran so far and that coming from me,
means something.

This placeis bigenough butl assume it
would bereally crowded on weekends, so
perhapsifyou’reheadingwithalarge group,
reservinginadvance would be the smart
thingtodo.

We didn’thave lunch here, butlookingat
themenu, I could seethatthey were serving
someverytypicalhomemade Persian dishes
and I'm pretty sure they tastejustasamazing
aseverythingelse.

I couldn’t find them pinned on google,
so I'm just sharing the square they are
located in. The buildinglooks extravagant
enough from the outside for you to find
easily.




Iran Roads Ministry Changes Transport
Rental Rate Formula For Allaying Truckers’

Concerns

The High Council of Transportation announced on Saturday
thattruckrental rates for domestic cargo will be calculated ona

ton-kilometer (tkm) basis.

Faramarz Maddah,aboard member atthe Road Maintenance
and Transportation Organization of Iran, said the new
calculation formula increases the average rental rates
compared with the previous method whereby the rates were
arbitrarily agreed upon between truckers and cargo owners
or transportation companies, the Ministry of Roads and Urban

NEWS

Chinesebusiness delegation to

arrivein Mazandaran

An economic delegation from China’s Jiangxi
provinceissettoarrivein Mazandaran province on
Monday (Oct. 15) to study the means of enhancing
economicactivitiesin the northern province, a
senior provincial official said.Hassan Kheirianpour,
the deputy governor general of Mazandaran
province, said the seven-member delegation,
headed by deputy governor general of Jiangxi,
Van Yang Peng, is scheduled to visit Mazandaran
authorities to discuss areas of investment in
differentsectors,includingroad, seaports, waste
management, energy, tourism, industry and
agriculture.The visiting businesspersonsare the
representatives of prominent Chinese companies,
which have already been active in the green
province’s energy sector.The contractors have so
farinvestedacollective of 2§ billion in Mazandaran
Refinery’s project, Kheirianpour said, adding that
thedelegation hasexpressedreadinesstosetfootin
othereconomicsectors ofthe green province.

Iran Chamber of Commerce to
Publish First-Ever PMI Report

Thelran Chamberof Commerce, Industries, Minesand
Agricultureistosoon publishapurchasingmanagers
index (PMI) reportto provide more transparent
information aboutbusiness conditionsinIran.The
report,whichwillbe published atregularintervals,isa
firstofitskindinthe countryICCIMAhasannounced on
itsofficialnewswebsite thatitwill publishits monthly
PMIreportunderthe Farsiacronym “Shamekh”. The
normistopublishthereportonthe firstworkingday
ofeachIranian month and the chamberaims to stay
loyaltothatnorm,butwilldisclose the firstreportwith
afewdays’delayonNov. 1,whichmarksthe 10thday of
theeighth Iranianmonth, Aban,accordingto Financial
Tribune.PMIisanindicator of economichealth for
manufacturingand services sectors. The purpose of
PMIisto provide information about currentbusiness
conditionsto corporate decision-makers,analystsand
purchasingmanagers.

Tehran, Podgoricaafter
Establishing Joint Investment

Fund

Head of Securitiesand Exchange Organization (SEO)
oflran Shapour Mohammadiannounced thatIranand
Montenegrowill setupajointinvestmentfund.The
[ranian officialmade the announcementon Saturday
recountingthatthe countrieshave decided toputinto
effectaMemorandumofUnderstanding (MoU) signed
in2010.Mohammadiadded thatthedecisionwasmade
inameetingbetween senior politicaland economic
authoritiesofbothIranand Montenegro. Accordingto
himthe CEO of Montenegro Stock Exchange wasalso
presentinthe meeting.Duringthe meeting, the senior
supervisorto Montenegro’s capital market called for
expandingandbroadeningthelevel of cooperation
between the two countries.

NO 60

Developmentreported onits website.

Anumberoflranian truckers wenton strike inlate May, partially
blockingroadways by parking their vehiclesalong main roads.
Setting new rental rates per ton-kilometer by taking into
account fuel consumption, route profile, tire depreciation,
driver’s salary,insurance and high road risk was the main
demand putforward by the representatives of truckersin their
meeting with the roads minister, Financial Tribune reported.
Since then, the ministry hasbeen workingwith RMTO and other
bodiesto devise the new formula for truck rental fees. Many
factorshad tobetakenintoaccount,includingthe type offleet,
fuel consumption, fixed and variable expenses, distance covered
and whetheratruckisloaded or empty while commuting, to

nameafew.

The time-consuming process finally
bore fruiton Saturday, which helps
remedy one ofthe main concerns
of domestictruckers.

Backin May, Minister of Roads
and Urban Development Abbas
Akhoundisaidin afive-hour-long
meeting with Ahmad Karimi, the
secretary of Truckers Guild Association,
thathebelievesinthe rightto protestand thatthe protest
by truck drivers was theirlegal right and not an unsettling
experience.

Iran Housing Construction Trends
Roiled by Currency Crisis

New figures show thatdue to
volatile currency fluctuations
in recent months, which
triggered steep price surges
in the housing market and
threatened the long-term
outlook of the beleaguered
housingsectorbydiscouraging
new construction.

An analysis of data provided by the
Central Bank of Iran shows that
homebuildersacrossthe country are
refraining fromstartingnew projectsto
meetthehousingsector’sfutureneeds.
Theyareacceleratingthe completion of
existing projects to supplyamarketthat
has experienced massive price hikesin
recentmonthsand make quick profits.
Iran has been battling an ongoing
currency crisis that started after the
unilateral withdrawal of the US from
Iran’snuclear dealwith world powers.
CBI figures show that the volume
ofinvestments made to complete the
construction of ongoing residential
projects during the firstquarter of the
currentfiscal year thatended on June
21jumped by 53% compared with the
similarperiod ofthe yearbefore.
However,investments made tolaunch
new construction projects increased
by only 20%. This doesnotlookbad on
paper, butacompletely differentpicture
emerges once otheraspectsoftherise
are analyzed.Donya-e-Eqtesad also
reviewed dataprovided by the Economic
Policies Departmentofthe central bank,
whichindicated thatthenumber ofnewly
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started residential projects during this
year’sQ1declined by 3% compared with
the similarperiod oflastyearacrossthe
country. Thisis while new residential
projectshad notincreased notablylast
yeareither; havingregisteredasmall 3%
hike compared with the fiscal2016-17,
whenthehousingsectorwasstillmired
inafive-yearrecession.

The two sets of CBI figures clearly
indicate thatduringthisyear’sQ1,the
risingvolume of housinginvestments
hasnotequaledanincreaseinthe future
supply ofhousing since the increased
rial investments were offset by rising
construction costs.
Referringtopricesinthefiscal2016-17
asthebasisofcalculation thateliminated
the effects of inflation, results show that
the volume of housing construction
investments during this year’s Q1
declined by 2% year-on-year. The 20%
increase inthe volume of investments

waslargely due toinflation. Thisisvery
alarming since it means an already
embattledhousingsectorwill face further
supplyshortagesinthe future.

Critical Need for550,000 New Homes
p-a.

Accordingto Donya-e-Eqtesad, a total
of 326,000 residential units were
builtacross Iran during the whole of
the previous fiscal year. Thatwas 40%
lowerthanthecriticalneed ofthehousing
sector, which has been estimated at
550,000 residential units annually by
governmentanalyses.

Rising Construction Costs

A major factor contributing to this
negative outlookis rising construction
costs.According tothereport, theindex
of non-metal and metal construction
materials grew by 28% and 59%
respectively duringthisyear’s Q1 year-
on-year. The index of construction
servicescostsincreased by 15%aswell.

CBlfigures
showthatthe
volume of
investments
madeto
completethe
construction
of ongoing
residential
projects
duringthe
first quarter
ofthecurrent
fiscalyearthat
endedonJune
21jumped

by %53
compared
withthe
similar period
oftheyear
before.
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Iranian Qil: VP

in global oil markets.

the country’s sources ofincome.

Saudi Arabia Cannot Replace Lost

Iranian First Vice-President Es’haq Jahangiri highlighted
thereasonsbehind therecentsurgeinoil prices and said US
President Donald Trump wrongly thought that the Saudis
wereable toreplace thereduced share of the Islamic Republic

Addressinga ceremony in Tehran on Sunday to mark the
World Standards Day, Jahangirireferred to the US sanctions
againstlran’s oiland non-oil sectors and said in the current
economicwar againstIran, the enemies’ goalis to minimize

Theyare seekingto preventtheimports ofbasiccommodities,
including raw materials, to Iran and they want people to
protestagainstthe government, he said.

presidentadded.

ontosay.

~

Iran’s goalistoincreaseits sources ofincome as the United
Statesisseekingto cutlran’s oil exportsto zero, the firstvice-

“Trump thinks that the Saudis can make up for Iran’s (lost) oil
butthey cannotand now oil prices haverisen,” Jahangiri went

Backin May, Trump pulled his country out ofthe 2015 Iran

nuclear deal, also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of

Action (JCPOA), despite objections from other signatories of
theaccord.

In August, Washington re-imposed the first round of anti-
Iran sanctionsithad lifted under the JCPOA. The second

phase of USbans will come into effectnextmonth.The Trump

administration has called on all buyers of Iranian oil to cut
importsto zero. Lastweek, oil prices hita four-year high, with
theinternational benchmark Brenttopping $86 perbarrel.
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Iran’s flower, ornamental plants
marketonrise

[ran’sbalance oftrades for flower
and ornamental plantsinthe past
Iranianyear (ended onMarch 20)
remained positive amounting
to some $11 million, which is
expectedto observeasignificant
growth thisyear,asenior official
at the Ministry of Agriculture
said.According to the head of
the Ministry of Agriculture’s
Greenhouse, Medicinal Plants
and Edible Mushroom Affairs
Bureau, Gholamreza Taqavi, the
country’sexportsofflowerplants,
seedlingsand bulbs amounted
to$25millionlastyear, whilethe

importsthefloral productsstood
at around $14 million.Taqavi
notedthattherecentfluctuations
inthe currency marketand the
huge gap between the prices of
the domestically-produced and
imported flowers have heated
the domestic flower market.
Noting that domestic market
needssome4million cutflowers
inayear,headded “previously,we
neededtoimportsome 60 million
floral plants, seedlings, bulbs,
butthe numberhasbeenhalved
duetotheincreasein domestic
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What's News

oIran, Oman
toexpand
economic,
trade coop.

A trade delegation
from Iran on
Saturday visited
Oman’s  Ministry
of Commerce
and Industry and
discussed means of
enhancing Omani-
Iranian relations
in industrial,
investment  and
economicfields.
Leading a high-
ranking delegation
to Muscat, Mohsen
Zarrabi, the head
of Omani-Iranian
Chamber of
Commerce and a
senior advisor to
Iranian industries
minister met with
Omani Minister
of Commerce and
Industry Ali bin
Masoud Al Sunaidy
and discussed
areas of economic
cooperation and
the possibility of
expanding mutual
trades.The delegation
reviewed experiences
indevelopingprivate
sector cooperation
and trade exchange
between the two
friendly countries.
Signinga free trade
agreement, solving
banking issues,
using Omaniportsas
a hub for exporting
[ranian goods,
increasingthe trade
volume between the
two countries were
among the topics
conferred in the
meeting.
Accordingto Zarrabi,
Increasing Iran’s
export of technical
and engineering
services and
expansion ofitsnon-
oilexportstothe Arab
neighbor were also
discussed duringthe
meeting.
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EUSiding
with Iran
against US:
President
Rouhani

... He further pointed
tohisrecentmeetings
with EU leaders
on the sidelines of
the United Nations
General Assembly in
New Yorkand said the
prime minister of “an
important European
country” told him
that five years ago,
anymove by the EUto
side with Iranagainst
the United States
seemed impossible
because the EU and
the US were close
allies.“Such an
issue that seemed
impossible has
become possible
today, and the
European Union has
stood againstthe US,”
Rouhanisaid.
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Britain Renews
Supportfor
JCPOA

British Ambassador
to Tehran Rob Macaire
voiced his country's
support for the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action, and said that the
UKistrying to make sure
thatthe Islamic Republic
isalsobenefiting from the
JCPOA.

"London is trying to
reassure that Tehran will
enjoy the deal’s benefits,
speciallyin the economic
arena,” Macaire saidina
meeting with Governor
General of Fars Province
Esmail Tabadarin Shiraz.
Britain's envoy
underlined Britain will
continueits support for
thenuclear deal because
it believes it should
remain committed to
whattheyhave signed.
“We have been making
every effort to enhance
ourrelations with Iran
since the Britishembassy
in Tehran wasreopened,”
hesaid.
Inarelevantdevelopment
inlate September, Iranian
President Hassan
Rouhani and British
Prime Minister Theresa
May inameetingin New
York discussed mutual
cooperationand theJoint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

President Rouhani: US defeated
against Iran righteousness,

prudence

[tiscommon knowledge thatlegally and politically
speaking, the US has been defeated by breaking
international commitments and Iran was victorious, said

Iran's presidenton Sunday.

'Their final goal is to delegitimize the Islamic
Establishment. And they have started with amental war
and an economicwar to delegitimize us,' said President
Hassan Rouhani, speaking at a ceremony marking
beginning oftheacademicyearinIran.

SayingthatIran can pass throughthe situation with unity
and solidarity, President Rouhanisaid, 'We can defeatthe
USinmany fields; some maysay, 'That'sjustarhetoric. How
canyoudefeatthe US with suchapowerand politicaland
economicleverageall around the world?"
'have a question for them: Has the US been politically
victorious againstIraninthe pastfew decadesorhasit
beendefeated?'
Sayingthatonlyafew countries have supported the US exit
fromtheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),also
known asIranDeal, headded, 'The conservative onesjust
express sorrow, the more explicitones say the US made
amistake, and the mostexplicitones say the US violated

Greater determination required
to improve domestic economy

OnWednesday, October 10, the
headsofthe threebranches
of [ranian governmentwere
received by the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneiinameetingon
economicissues.

A By Meysam Mousaei*

Inthe meeting, Ayatollah Khamenei
urged the members of the Supreme
Council of Economic Coordination to
make prudent, effective and decisive
decisions aboutthe mainissuesand
serious challengesfaced by the domestic
economy.

Theleader stressed thatserious and
practical decisions arerequired to be
takentosolveanumber ofkey problems
besetting Iran’s financial system
suchasthoseregarding the country’s
banking system, amount ofliquidity,
employmentandinflationratesand the
budgetplanningprocess.

To this end, Ayatollah Khamenei
said, using the ideas and solutions
proposed by Iranian economists and
those involvedin the private sector of
Iran’s economyisa principle. Iranian
state officials are required to take the
guideline seriously.
Alargenumberofthe country’s present
problems do not stem from economic
issues. The solution to these problems
should be soughtin otherareas. The
causes ofthese problems cannotbe
addressed even by the three branches
of the Iranian government as they
arenotamong theirresponsibilities.
For instance, creating hope and
pessimismin the societyand country’s
businessatmosphereisamissiontobe
accomplished by factors farbeyond the
prerogatives ofthe threebranchesofthe
[raniangovernment.

thelaw.'

'US President Donald Trump
intended to exploit the United
Nations Security Council to
harm Iranand prove his policies
against Iran; what response
did hereceive? All the other 14
members ofthe UNSC defended the
JCPOA, and hence, Trump failed.'
'The US president, whose country hosts

the UN, issuesvisas for the other countries officials who
enteritandisalsotherotatinghead ofthe UNSC, left the
councilempty-handed.’

Given the existing condition of the
domestic economy, out of the main
problemsbesettingtheIranianfinancial
system, thereis onlyalimited number
of challenges that can be addressed
by these three main bodies of power.
Nevertheless, these problemsand the
solutions to them are not unfamiliar
tothe officials of the three branches of
theIranian government. Forinstance,
the governmentiswell aware thatitis
required to combat corruptionand it
canmanage toachieve successin this
regard with the assistance ofthe other
bodiesin case firm determination is
demonstrated tothisend.

Or it is crystal clear that when the
countryisundersanctions, taxincomes
earned from speculativeactivities,such
asarbitrageand transactionsin foreign
currency market,arerequiredtoreplace
oilrevenues.

Inaddition, Iranian officials know that
the governmentisrequired tobecome
moreagileand smallerinsizeand that
byhanding over state properties, more
resources should be allocated for new
economicinvestmentsand supporting
thevulnerable people ofthe country.
Thus, for Iran to overcome the financial

bottlenecks a structural change is
required inthe domesticeconomyand
the country’s foreign policy. Perhaps
the very first steps to improve the
country’s present situation include
fighting corruption, increasing tax
basesaccordingto global experiences,
developing domestictourismindustry
by using facilitative regulations to
boostthe sector’srevenue, revising
the political ties with neighboring
states, granting the Central Bank of Iran
greaterindependence and adopting
more effective financial and monetary
policies.

The three branches of the Iranian
governmentare acquainted with the
paththey musttake. They onlyneedto
showgreaterresolution. Nonetheless, to
thesame extentIranrequires economic
reforms, itneeds to make changesinits
foreign policy.In case Europe manages
to develop ascenario to supportIran
and preserve the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, signed betweenIranand
theP5+1in]July 2015, we canovercome
the country’s economicinstability by
making theabovementioned changes.
Otherwise, the presentroute taken by
[ran’seconomy mayfail tobear fruit.

Oritis crystal clear
thatwhenthe
countryisunder
sanctions, tax
incomes earned
fromspeculative
activities, such
asarbitrage and
transactionsin
foreign currency
market, are
requiredtoreplace
oilrevenues.
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Official: Iran Devises Support
Packages to Foil US Sanctions Plot

Head of Iran’s Managementand Planning Organization
Mohammad Bager Nobakhtsaid President Hassan Rouhani’s
government has proposed a dozen supportpackagesto
confrontthe US sanctions.“After we realized that the US
administration would re-imposeits sanctions againstIranin
twobatches, the governmentdesigned 12 supportpackages
to countersuch sanctions,” Nobakhtsaid inameetingwith the
heads ofthe Parliament’s committees.

The official noted that the main areas dealt with in the

supportpackageinclude stabilizingliquidity, the budget,
compensating for the adverse economiceffectson people’s
livelihood aswell as supporting producers and contractors.

“Otherareasofsupportwererelated torail, air, marine and
road transportation networks, agriculture and industry,
ICT,and employment,” Nobakhtadded.US President Donald
Trump announced on May 8 that Washington would no
longerremain partofthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) and promised to re-impose the highestlevel of
economicsanctionsagainstIran.The sanctionsreinstated on
Iran on May 8included boycottofIran’s crude supplies and
bansontransfer ofits cruderevenues.
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FATF Weekkicks offin Paris with

Iranonagenda

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the
global anti-moneylaundering body, convenes
on Sunday with a to-do-list which includes
evaluatingthe progress by Iranin fulfilling its
ActionPlantoreduceits AMLrisk.

Over 800 officials representing 204
jurisdictions, the IMF, UN, World Bank and
others will come to Paris for FATF Week atthe
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), the body's website
reported.

“During sixdays of meetings, they will discuss
140 papersonarange ofimportantissues to
protecttheintegrity of the financial system and
contribute to global safety and security,” it said.
Inaddition, memberswill receive reports from
the IMF, World Bank, United Nations, OECD,
OSCE, Egmont Group of Financial Intelligence
Units, CARIN, EBRD, ECB, Europol, GIFCS, IAIS,
the 9 FATF-Style Regional bodiesand others.
The FATF Presidentwill be givinga press briefing
ontheoutcomes ofthe FATF Plenary on Friday
19 October.

UK, US‘could boycott’ Saudi conf.
Britainand the US are consideringboycottinga
major international conference in Saudi Arabia
afterthe disappearance of Saudijournalist]Jamal
Khashoggi.Mr. Khashoggi, a criticof the Saudi
government, vanished on October 2 after visiting
its consulate in Istanbul.

A number of sponsors and media groups
have decided to pull out of this month's
investment conference in Riyadh, dubbed
Davosinthe Desert, as aresultofconcerns
over Mr.Khashoggi's fate.Diplomatic sources
have told the BBC's James Landale both the US
Treasury Secretary, Steve Mnuchin, and the
UK's International Trade Secretary, Liam Fox,
mightnotattend the event.Ajoint statement of
condemnationisalsobeingdiscussed by USand
European diplomatsifitis confirmed that Mr.
Khashoggi waskilled by Saudi agents.

Iran Police Chief Confident about

Security of Arbaeen Pilgrims
Iranian Police Commander Brigadier General
Hossein Ashtarimadeassurances thathis forces
would provide full security for citizens traveling
toIraqforthe Arbaeen mourning ceremonylater
thismonth.

Speakingtoreportersin Tehran on Saturday,
Brigadier General Ashtari pointed to police’s
arrangements for the upcoming ceremonies
and marches marking Arbaeen and said the
police started to take security measures several
monthsago.

The measures aim to facilitate the passage of
pilgrims and ensure their security, he said,
addingthatthisyear, the police have increased
the number of gates to speed up the passage
of pilgrims.The police commander further
emphasized thatthereisno concernaboutthe
security of the people travelling to Iraq.

report

Trump notto achieve goals by sanctioning Iran: US paper

An American newspaper referred to
Washington'shostile policies againstIran
and attemptsto provoke unrestinit, saying
the US president will not benefit from
sanctions.

New York Times' editor-in-chief, Carol
Giacomo, wrote on Sunday, 'Inresuming
sanctions, Mr. Trump hopesto force Iran
to capitulate to unrealistic American
demands, includingendingallits nuclear
activityand ceasingitsmilitaryrolein Syria
and Yemen.'

[tremains unclear whether the White

interest.

Househastakenthepossiblerepercussions
ofitsactionsintoaccountornot. Donald
Trump's policies may backfire, Giacomo
wentontosay.

Trump has not even managed to ally the
signatories of the Iran nuclear deal, i.e.
Britain, France, Germany, Russia and
China, withitselfand the Europeanssay the
internationalaccord serves theirnational

New York Times lead editor believes no
matter how severe the sanctions are, they
will not outdo the unity among the major

some purchases fromIran.'

Overthe pastmonths, the USgovernment's
attempts to persuade other countries to
cutlranianoil exports tozerohave proved

futile.

Tehran.

powers. 'China, India and Japan have
signaled awillingnessto continue atleast

Chinaand Indiaare the two major Iranian
oilimporterswhich have announced they
will turn ablind eye to sanctions against

The London-based newspaper; The Times,
wrote on Friday, the staunchresistance to

Washington's

policy towards Iran has
prompted US officials to think twice about
their approach and consider waivers on
[ranian crude sanctions.



Official: Iran to Increase NAN O Exports

Secretary-General of the Iran Nanotechnology Initiative Council (INIC)
Saeed Sarkarannounced the country’s plans to boostexports of its
home-made nano products.“We have planned to exportnano products
to49states,” Sarkartold reporters onthe sidelines ofthe 11th Interna-
tional Nanotechnology Festival and Exhibition (Iran Nano 2018) on Sat-
urday.He added thatIranhas exported nano products worth $62.4mlnto
foreign countries in the pastIranianyear (ended on March 20).The 11th

gilingua
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International Nanotechnology Festival and Exhibition (Iran Nano 2018)
kicked offatthe Tehran International Exhibition Center.Thereputable trade

showis organized by Iran Nanotechnology Initiative Council (INIC) and this edition of the exhibi-
tion will cometoanend on October 16.
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Hollow trees in Isfahanidentified

before cutting down

"We have concluded a contract with the
" faculty members of Shahrekord Univer-

sity this year, based on we managed to
get atomography device," Forough Mortezaeene-

jadsaid.

Saying thatthe tomography device examines
the degree ofhollownessinside the trees, the
CEO ofthe parks and green space organization
of Isfahan municipality said, "Atthe moment,
our expertsrecognize the hollowness of the
treesaccording to their outward symptoms,
butby using thisdevice, the hollow trees will
be cut down without any hesitation.""The
parks and green space organization of Isfahan
municipality insists on preserving the trees
more thancitizens, butregardingthe hazardous

trees, thereisn’tany other way except cutting
them down," she emphasized."Citizens should
be sure thatthe hazardous trees ofthe city are
constantly monitored by experts ofthe parksand
green space organization of Isfahan municipality
topreventthe probablerisks," sheadded.

Iran'sfirstand largestelectric
motorcycle factoryin Isfahan

"Assembly line of the first and largest electric

> motorcycle factoryinlran willbe openedin
Shahreza County with the presence of the
national and provincial level officials of Isfahan," Isfahan
deputy mayor for transportation and traffic said.
"More than 70 percent of air pollution of Isfahan
metropolis is due to the vehicle traffic specially
motorcycles," Alireza Salavatisaid. "About 1,300,000
motorcyclesinvolved in Isfahan traffic, therefore, more
than 30 percentofairpollutionand 49 percentofnoise

pollutionisrelated to motorcycles," headded.

"The first step to promote the culture of usingelectric
motorswas transferring the technology to the province
tomanufacture the electricmotors,” Salavati continued.
"Providinginfrastructures, designingand building the
chargingstations toinstallin the central parts of the
city to facilitate citizens' access to clean vehiclesare
amongtheactivities of this department. Furthermore,
inthelong-term, planstoban gasoline motors' traffic
inthe central and historical areas ofthe city is another
importantactionin thisregard," he noted.

Isfahan and Yazd more united than ever!

Agroup ofsocialand cultural activists of Yazd held ameeting
withtheofficialauthorities and social activists of Isfahan to
resolve the water conflictsbetween peoplein Isfahanand
Yazd."The civil rightsactivists of Yazd try to create intimacy
between people of Isfahan and Yazd by using the cultural
diplomacy, so thatthe historical background of these cities
willnotbesacrificed for the wrath of nature, since not only
Iran, butalso the whole world is strugglingwith the drought
crisis. Weknowthatthehistoryof Yazdand Isfahanisthe same

sothatpolitical divisionsmustnotseparate them," Jafar Amin
Moghadam, the head of creativity and modern technology
center of Yazd municipality saidamongthesocialand cultural
activists of Isfahan and Yazd gathered near the Khajoo
bridge."Certainly, the onlyway to getout of the water crisis
isthe cultural diplomacy; and the presence of the cultural
activists of Yazd in Isfahanis an important step toward
achievingthis goal," Mohammad Eidi, the head of cultural,
social,and sportorganization of Isfahan municipality said.

Unique Kiln, potteryunearthed at
Iran's archeological site

AuniqueKkiln and pottery with stamped and rope
decorations have been discovered during an
archeological operation atthesite ofthe Imamzadeh
Qassem Hillin Iran's Alborz Province situated
northwest of Tehran.The objects have reportedly
been discovered during operations to determine the
limitsand proposingthe privacy ofthe archeological
site.The discovered objects could used to determine
the probablehistory ofthe site up to the Sassanid era,
Mohammad Egbal Chehri, Head of the exploration
operations was quoted as saying on Saturday by the

Public Relations Office of the Research Institute of
Cultural Heritage and Tourism (RICHT).

The pottery belongs to the early Islamicera, Chehri
was quoted as saying. The hill was registered in the
listofnationalmonumentsin 2011, headded.Chehri
referred to the abundantpottery discoveriesatthe
Imamzadeh Qassem Hill, describing them as the
mostsignificantfeature of the site. The discovered
potteries carry designs, including stamped, zigzag,
rope, diversified geometricand evenbird designs, he
was quoted as saying.

Iranup 10 in world standards ranking: Official

Iran’sranking hasimproved from 32 to 22 among 163
International Organization of Standardization (ISO)
member-states, said the head of Iranian National Standards
Organization (INSO) on Sunday.

“This years’s motto of the world standards day is
‘International Standards and Fourth Industrial Revolution’,”
said Nayerh Pirouzbakhtin the ceremony held on the
occasion of world standards day in Iran International
Conference Center Conferences.

“Therole of standards in small and medium enterprises,

sustainable development, and opposing trade wars was
stressed inthisyear’sISO General Assembly,” sheadded.
Shereferred totherecentnational and international
achievements of INSO,addingthatan Iranian was selected
astheISO Technical Management Board (ISO/TMBG)
member last year.Iran's First Vice-President Eshaq
Jahangiri also attended the ceremony. On October,14
1946, heads ofthe standard organizations of 25 countries
decided to found aninternational bodyin charge of creating
and updating global standards.

Iranian carmakers saddled
with 1.48 billion debt

Major carmakers Iran Khodro and SAIPA have seen
their debttally with parts makers, banks and financiers
build upinthe pastfewmonthsamassingadebtof200
trillionrials (1.37$billion), said the secretary of the
Specialized Manufactures of Auto Part Association.

Arash Mohebinejad told thatover the past fewmonths,
“Major carmakers’ debts have surpassed the previous
amountof 150 trillion rials (1.03$billion) and has
reached 200 trillion rials (1.37$ billion),” a%33 jump.

They are either unable or unwilling to pay over the
past few months, and due to the economic hardships
several parts makers have been forced to shut down
their factoriesand lay offover 150,000 people. Ifthe
situationdoesnotimprovesome 100,000 other people
willsoonjointhe dole queues.

Inrecentweeks several meetings were held between
carmakers, parts manufacturers and government
authorities tofind aviable solution out of the industrial
and financial impasse. The sessions were in vain and
nosolution wasagreed to help salvage the beleaguered
autoindustry.

H1 GoodsTransit Through Iran Sees
%2 Growth

Close to 4.95 million tons of oil and non-oil
commodities were transited through Iran during the
firsthalfofthe currentIranianyear (March-21Sept.22)
toregistera%?2 rise compared with the corresponding
period oflastyear.According to Director General of
Hormozgan Road Maintenance and Transportation

Organization Daryoush Bager-Javan, more than 1.46
million tons of commodities were transited from
Shahid Rajaee Portin the city of Bandar Abbasinthe
southern Hormozgan Province during the six-month
period, which accounted for close to %30 of the transit
goods. The port was the mostactive point of entry
among the country’s 32 border terminals during the
period, the news portal of the Ministry of Roads and
Urban Developmentreported.
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