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Attraction

SINETINS )
Aminiha
Hosseiniyeh

Qazvinisacitywheremany
ofitstouristattractionsare
nearby and you can easily
visitmostofthembya car
rentalinIran.theysaid Hajj
Mohammad Reza Amini,
the owner of Aminiha
Hosseiniyeh, devoted this
housein 1302 AHinorder
todosuchthingsasreading
the Holy Quran during
Ramadan, giving Iranian
food to the mourners of
Muharram.

Ifyouare planningto visit
Qazvin and visiting its
attractions in your Iran
tour,donotmiss Aminiha
Hosseiniyeh, because you
willhavethechancetogoto
thisplaceinaquietand cozy
atmosphere watchingthis
wonderfulhouse.

Itis one of the historical
housesinIran, which has
become the sample of
vitality and spirituality
by becoming Aminiha
Hosseiniyeh.

Aminiha Hosseiniyeh,
undoubtedly,is one of the
mostpopularattractions
in Qazvin.abuilding that
displays the peak and
Iranian  architectural
masterpiece,anditsvisitis
surely interesting for you.
ThisHosseiniyehis partof
alarge old luxury House,
whichtoday only this part
of it. We suggest thatyou
visitthisplaceasone ofthe
[ran tourism attractions
in Qazvin and watch its
architectural fascination
closely.As you step into
Aminiha Hosseiniyeh, this
historichome, itseemslike
acozyanddetailed place for
you,and wanttowatch the
coloredglasses,red carpets,
nichesandits old paintings
for hours and travel in
[ranian culture. Youcansee
theviewsofthishouse only
inhistorichouses, movies
and old shows, soyou can
useyour chance while you
arehereand carefullywatch
allpartsofthishouse.
Aminiha Hosseiniyeh
includes two courtyards,
three halls, as well as
different spaces in the
basement and floor.The
most attractive part of
this Hosseiniyeh is its
three halls, which are
located in parallel, and
include beautiful arches.
Nine arches and colored
glassesare so masterfully
decorated the Southernhall
by architectures that this
artistic masterpiece has
beencreated.
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Maranjab Desert: Sand Dunes And
Salt Lakes Adventures

WHERETO STAY

Sunrise Traditional Hotel:
One Of' The Best Choice For
Traditional House In Isfahan

The 3-star Sunrise Traditional Hotel is like a
hidden piece of ajewel, hidden in the heart of
mysterious Isfahan. Itislocated in the old part
ofthe city, in the vicinity of AtiqJame Mosque of
Isfahan. You will surely feel like alocal Isfahani
residence while you are stayingat this traditional
hotel. other must-see attractions of the city are
alsonotthatfar.

Stayingin this traditional hotel at the heart of
the oldestneighborhood inIsfahan will give you
agreatopportunity to explore ancientIsfahan
onyour feet. Justby walking through streets and
alleysand see the unique architecture, you will
completely feel the soul of the place. With alittle
more adventure toward the south, youwill reach
AtiqJame Mosque.Itisgood to know thismosque
isunique due toits architectural design. Ithas
differentstyles of Persian architecture, from pre-
Islamiceratomorerecentera. Youwillbeamazed
by the mysterious atmosphere and different
architecture ofthis UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Moreover, Naghsh-e Jahan Square, Hasht Behesht
Palace, Chehel Sotoun, Vank Cathedral,and Mount
Soffeh are some of the other touristattractions
thatare waiting foryouto visit.Traditional Sunrise
Traditional Hotel islocated inareal oasis; Hence,
youwill have a peaceful stay here. With avariety
of rooms type, this hotel is suitable both for
individualsand families. Notto mention thatthe
hoteliskid-friendly too. Children under the age
ofthreeare free of chargesiftheydon’tuse the
service. The hotel has safe box, coffee shop, gift
shop, smokingroom, and currency exchange.

Desertadventures have been
trending around the world
foracouple of yearsnow and
[ranis no exception. With two
humongous deserts stretching
fromnorth-eastto south there’s
way too many placesto choose
from. While deserts mightnot
be the ideal family or couple
destination, they are one of the
mostincredible placesto go
withagroup offriends.

My Maranjab deserttripis from quite
awhilebackbutit'sbeen truly one of
the mostexceptional trips of my life.
Notonly because we got to stay the
nightata350year old caravansary,
explore saltlakes and lie under a
sky full of stars butalso because of
some ofthe greatest companionsand
the amazing people Imetalongthe
journey.

Havinglived in Iran most of my life,
‘surprisingly’ [had never madeitto
thedesertorevenseenacamelinreal
life. ‘Surprisingly’ because mostofthe
worldassumesIranisall desertsand
sand dunes.It'sNot!

Asmountain hikingand skiingis only
anhour or two from the capital you
canimagine why most people don’t
optforthedesert.Sothe wholeidea of
trying somethingnew wasabsolutely
thrilling.

Maranjab desertislocated in the
province of Isfahan, just an hour
from Kashan. The best way to get
there is either with a bus tour or
withyour own vehicle as thereis no
publictransportation passing this
area. [ttook us quite a while to get
to the desertand it was dark by the
time we got to the caravansary. The
caravansary of Maranjab desertisa
popularaccommodation for those
headingto the region. [t was built
during the Safavid era for caravans
passingIran’s part of the Silk road.
Thereareafew ofthese caravansaries
scattered across the country which

arenow converted to some luxurious
hotels. This one however is a bit
different! While the chambers are
available forrent, they are notexactly
turned to anything else then what
they were.Soyouraccommodationis
probably the same as whatsomeone
would get 300 years ago apart from
afewelectricity cables. This means
you’llneed your ownsleepingbagand
basically anything butaroofonyour
head. Therestroomswere outside the
wholestructurearound 20-30 meters
into the desertwhich meantwe would
gothereingroupsatnighttime and
try to forgetabouttheir existence at
midnight. The tap water was so salty
thatitwasimpossible to even wash
your toothbrush with it. This might
notcome to everyones taste and it
certainly wasachallengebutitmade
things even more interestingand we
hadagoodlaughsurvivingitall.
Justafterwe settled down and leftour
luggage inthe rooms we headed offto
thedesertto see the famousheavenly
desertsky. We went far enough until
itwas pitch dark. We were obviously
withaguide who knew how to find
our way back by the location of the
stars, ifnotlassumeitwas probably
impossible for us to find away back
asthere wasnothingtobe seenbut
darknessandthe sand.

It was freezing cold so we made a
huge fireand sataround it for a few
hours playing games, reading poetry
and justhavinga chat. Just before
headingback, as the last flickering
flames were going outand the wood
was smouldering, we turned off all
the torches and laid down on the
sand gazing at the sky without
anyone sayingaword. ...this was it!
The moment we were all waiting
for. There was nothing to be heard
and nothingtobeseen.Itwasusand
amagical starry sky which almost
seemed white.

We had alate night chatting outside
the chambers while having teaand
filling our stomachs with junk food
and sweets. We slept through the

nightshiveringin our sleepingbags
asthere wasno heating system in
the rooms and temperatures had
dropped dramatically.

The next day we woke up early to
geta glimpse of the sunrise from
therooftop of the caravansary. Just
after breakfastwe headedtothe sand
dunes.Itwould have been possible to
gosandboarding however we didn’t
have any boards with us. Later on
we took off for the saltlake which
waslike nothinglhad ever seen. The
saltitselfhad naturally come to form
some sort of tile work. [t was rough
andthickanditseemed there wasno
endingtoit.

Later that day we visited an
underground city and a Yakhchal (ice
chamberorice house),anancient
structure builtand used in Persia
priortotheinvention ofrefrigerators
whichwas meantasacooler, mostly
for storingice and sometimes food.
Theseice chambersare likely to be
found near desertsinIranand many
arestill standingtall, although notin
use. You canread more aboutthem
hereand you’ll be surprised of how
genius the architectureis. The one
we visited was actually turned into
atraditional tea house where they
would serve teamade ina samovar.
Itwas such anamazingrespite from
theafternoonheatofthedesertandit
was capped off with two of our fellow
travelers playing traditional Iranian
musicforus. Welistened with rapture
as the sound echoed through the
chambers.
Thetripwasshortbutitwas probably
oneofthe mostoffbeatdestinations]
hadvisited. Years before [ would have
notevenimagined goingtoadesert,
letalone sleepinginacaravansary.
Butldid and itwasawesome!

If you're in Iran during the cold
months (specially autumn) then
adeserttrip has gottobeapartof
youritinerary. There are many places
to choose from buta day trip from
Esfahan to Maranjab desertcould be
agreatoptionifyou’reshortontime.

Asmountain
hikingand
skiingisonly
anhouror
twofromthe
capitalyou
canimagine
why most
peopledon't
optforthe
desert. So
the whole
ideaoftrying
something
newwas
absolutely
thrilling.

WHERETO EAT

BestTea Housein
NaqsheJahan Sq

Sightseeinginthe secondbiggestsquareintheworld can
getexhaustingattimes.Especiallyifthereare 2 mosques,
onepalaceand 2 grand bazaarsthatareallirresistibleto
visit. Nagshee Jahan square can easily take up aday of
yourtravelsin Esfahanand thereisreallynotmuchyou
candoaboutit(Ihavewrittenawholeguideonithere).
Soyoudohavetofind some chillingoutplacestofreshen
up everynow and thenand where could be betterthan
thebestteahousein Nagshejahansg.

Oneofmyfavorite placesforanafternoon cup ofteaisthe
well-known Azadegan Teahouse and Diziplace.[have
beenhereboth fortheteaand the Dizi- the onlydishon
themenu. Whilelamnotahugefanoftheir Dizi-consider
measahugeDizilover! -Ithinktheir Doogh (saltyyugurt
drink)isthebestinall ofEsfahananditisservedinahuge
glass,whichgetsyoualmostdrunk, bytheend ofit
However,whatseducestravelerstocomehere for their
afternoonteaisallabouttheatmosphere. Theinterior
designisbeautifuland unique. Sodifferenttoanyplace
youhave ever seen. The owner mustbe a huge fan of
antiques. Thereareacollection oflanterns hanging
fromthe ceiling, carpets on the walls, old picturesand
tonofotherbitsandbobstoattractyourattention. You
couldspendquiteawhileexploringevery corner. Closer
inspections could reveal ancienttalesand mysteries
hiddeninside picture framesand utensils.Here teais
broughttoboilinahuge samovar. They comeindifferent
tastes,butblackteaisthetraditional oneanditisserved
with Gushfil,an Esfahanihoneysyrup soakingsweetthat
goesperfectlywellwith thebitternessofyourblacktea.
Pricesherearealright.Nottoo cheap, butthey willnot
breakthebank.




Iran's Budget Deficit Doubles;
CBI Reportfor First5> Months of

Current Fiscal Year Shows

Iran’sbudget deficitcame in bigger than expectedin the first five
monthsofthe currentfiscal year (March-21Aug. 22) toreach
369.1trillionrials (2.49$ billion), latest datareleased by the

Central BankofIran show.

The shortfall for the period waslargerthan the budgetlaw’s
forecastof137trillionrials (925.67$ million) for the five-month

period.

The deficitis %102 higherthanthatofthe precedingyear’s

correspondingperiod.

NEWS

Pak governor for enhanced

economic cooperation with Iran
Governor of Pakistan’s northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province Shah Farman has
emphasized on expansion ofties with Iraninall
sectors especiallyin economicarea.

He was talking to the Consul General of Iran in
Peshawar, Muhammad Baqir Beigi, who called
onhimathis office to discuss matters of mutual
interest.

Hesaid Iran and Pakistan have common culture,
religion,and rootsadding thatIranianinvestors
mustinvesttheir moneyin his province which
is committed to provide business-friendly
environment.

Shah Farman was of the view that Iran and
Pakistan can play a constructive role in uniting
the Muslim Ummah.

He also condoled with the Iranian people and
governmentover Ahvaz terroristattack which
claimed thelives of dozens of people.

The Iranian envoy congratulated Shah Farman
onassuming the charge of Governor of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province and his party’s victoryin
the general elections.He added thattiesbetween
Iranand Pakistan would further growinall areas.
Muhammad Baqir Beigi expressing his views
said Iranisready to participateininfrastructure
projects of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
includingroad and dam construction.

He also called for removal of all barriersin
resumption of banking ties between the two
friendly neighboring states.

15% of ' Tehran Residents Live in
Distressed Urban Areas

Aconsiderableareaoflran’s capital city comprises
distressed areasthathouse 15% ofallitsresidents,
an official with the Ministry of Roads and Urban
Developmentsaid.’About 3,268 hectares of Tehran’s
totalareaare considered distressed urbanareas
thatconsistof15% of Tehran’s population,” Nader
Mohammadzadeh,deputygeneral forroadsand urban
developmentatthe ministry,said,addingthat85% of
alldistressed urbanareasarelocatedinthe southern
partsofthecity.

“About 14,792 hectares of Tehran’stotal area, which
areequalto 24% ofthe city,areunsustainableareasin
which 37% ofthe city’s total populationlive,” he was
also quoted as sayingby the ministry’s official news
website.People currentlyhavingpermanentresidence
in Tehran exceed eight million. However,in whathas
increasingly emerged as a challenge for the capital,
millionsliveinsmall citiesaround Tehran, often under
poor housing conditions. Many of them commute
toand from Tehran on a daily basis.According to
Mohammadzadeh, 3,268 hectares of distressed areas
arespread outacross 196 neighborhoods of Tehran.
Ofthisnumber, 20 districts are considered valuable
historicalneighborhoods, eightare so-called unofficial
residenciesand 168arein-between.

NO 59

To coverthe shortfall, the governmentsold %71.7 more bonds
duringthe period compared withlastyear similar period—a
total of397.1 trillionrials (2.68$ billion).

The government’s overall revenues during the five months
amounted to 290.4 trillionrials (1.96$ billion), indicatingarise
of 1.5 % year-on-year, while spending hit 659.5 trillion rials
(4.45$ billion) toregistera%40.6 growth YOY.
Revenuesassociated withthe sales of oiland petroleum
products were more than the projected budgetary figure of429
trillionrials (2.89$ billion). They reached 538.8trillionrials
(3.64$billion),indicatinga 62.4 %rise YOY.

The governmentspent249.1 trillion rials (about 1.68$ billion)
ondevelopmentprojectsinthe five-month period, whichis

How Economical I's Exporting the Fruit,

billion).

”

tax’.

lowerthanthetargetsetinthebudget
law for currentyear’s firstfive
months: 263.3 trillionrials (1.77$

Taxrevenues were estimated
tohoveraround 603.3 trillion

rials (4.07$billion), but they
reached 429.4 trillion (2.9$ billion),
registeringa%?16.8increase YOY.
The government’s taxrevenues consist of
returns fromdirectand indirecttaxation. Directtaxesinclude

» o«

three groups of “taxonlegal entities”, “income tax” and “wealth

Consideringthe Water Crisisin Iran

A total of 622,680 tons of
watermelon worth 116.75%
million were exported from
Iranto 36 countriesduringthe
firsthalfofthe currentIranian
year (March-21Sept.22).

This shows a 2.5% increase and
a0.5% declinein weightand value
respectively compared with the
similar period oflastyear,according
tothelatestfiguresreleased by the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration.

The biggest customer for Iran’s
watermelon was Iraq with 347,540
tonsworthmore than $62.6 million.
Othermain customersoverthe period
were the UAE, Turkey, Afghanistan,
Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, Russia, Pakistan,
Romania, Armeniaand Greece.

Many agricultural experts censure
the exports of watermelons, which
theybelieveisawater-intensive crop.
Theysaythatinthelightof dwindling
underground waterresourcesand the
acute water crisis facing the country,
theexportofwater-intensive products
isnoteconomical.
“Exportingwater-intensive cropssuch
aswatermelonisequal to exporting
water at cheap prices,” Kouhsar
Khaledi, a university professor, said,
calling forareview of export-pricing
forthese crops.

Farmersreceive water subsidy that
makes farming cheaper for them.
“However, cropsare exported atcheap

pricesthatdonotservetheinterest
ofthe country. Although notagainst
subsidy supportforfarmers,long-term
policiesareneeded to earnthereal
priceofwater consumedinfarming.’
He called forareview of watermelon
farmingtoidentify alternativee crops
thatcanbe produced usingless water
withhigherreturns.Khalediadmitted
the importance of non-oil export
developmentforthe country,butnoted
thatexport-oriented farming should
inflicttheleastdamage tothe soiland
waterresourcesand atthe sametime,
bring back high returns.However,
Hossein Asgari, director general of
the Ministry of Agriculture’s Fodder
and Gourd Crops Bureau, believes
otherwise.

“Insome parts ofthe country, like the
southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan

Province, precipitation levels are
adequate forashortperiod of three
months.
“Soweneedacropsuchaswatermelon,
for which the cultivation period from
pre-harvestto harvest would take
no more thanthree monthsand will
bear fruit within thislimited time. A
cropwithalonger cultivation period
willface water shortage and definitely
perishaway,” hewas quoted as saying
by ILNA.

Asgarisaid farmersintheseregions
needtoearnalivingand watermelons
areagreatsourceof money.The official
added thatwatermelons consumethe
sameamountofwaterasdocucumbers
andmelons,yettheyaremoreresistant
to water shortage and grow deeper
rootsintothesoil which, for farmers,
meanslowerrisk.

“Exporting
water-
intensive
cropssuchas
watermelon
isequalto
exporting
waterat
cheap prices,”

/

Launched

Manufacturers Unionsaid.

assayingby ILNA.

Presale of Home Appliances

The Market Regulation Headquarters has given the go-ahead
todomestichousehold appliance companies tolaunch online
presales of their products, aspokesman of Home Appliances

“Today, Iranian consumers are hoardinghome appliances,
outof concern for further price rises and scarcity. On the
otherhand, theimposition of US sanctions and government’s
import-restrictive policies have given rise to cases of
profiteering by the middlemen. The prices have beenjacked
up by 100% attimes,” Hamidreza Ghaznavi was also quoted

Ghaznavinoted thatthe presale of 160 products, including
refrigerators, freezers and stoves, hasbeen planned in two
ways: definitive purchase agreementand presale through

partnership.
«Under the definitive purchase agreement, the total price

oftheitem should be paid to the company while the buyer is

himassaying.

entitled toa 2% discountfor each month of delay inreceiving
the product. Consumers cangeta 25% late fee ifthe company
failstodeliver the productontime,» Financial Tribune quoted

A50% down paymentisrequired, ifthe buyer decidesto go
for presale through partnership. Therestofthe paymentis
calculated as per the prevailing price, plus a “participatory”
profitof 18%. There will be amonthly quota for presales and
buyers arerequired to provide their national identification
numberwhenregistering, Ghaznavisaid.

Alookatthe website ofaleadinglocal producer ofhome

appliance, which started the presale of its products on
Tuesday, showsithad aremarkably successful online presale
intheIranian month of Mehr (Sept.23-Oct. 22).
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Iran 1Sth Int’l Industry Exhibition
Kicks offin Tehran

The

18th
Industry Exhibition of Iran
started with participation
of about 180 foreign and
380 domestic companies in
Tehran on Saturday, the head
of international trading of
Iran’s Industrial Development
and Renovation Organization
(IDRO)told.

‘Germany, India, China, Taiwan,
Japan, Algeria, Switzerland,
Italy, Czech Republic, Russia
and France are attending the
exhibition, said Mohammad

International

Khazraee-Qahremani,.
Exchanginginformationand
technology, gettingacquainted
with the mostnovel products
of the field, creating direct
relationsbetweenthe producers
and consumers,
chances for investment and
jobs, marketingand expanding
exportareamongthegoalsofthe
event. The exhibition displays
workshop equipment, small
andlargeindustries’production
lines, production line tools,
industrialautomation, etc.
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What's News

o Iran Saffron
Production
Expected to
Decline Over
Drought

Saffron  harvest
season has begun
and production is
estimated toreach
350 tons this year,
the deputy head of
Iran National Saffron
Council.

“Thoughland under
saffron cultivation
increased by -10

%15 this year,
production is
predicted to
experienceadecline

in some regions
due to drought,
Gholamreza Miri
was also quoted
by the Young
Journalists Club as
saying.

The official added
thatthe Agriculture
Ministry had putthis
year’s saffronyield
estimatesataround
400tons.

Close to %95 of
Iranian  saffron
are grown in the
two provinces of
South Khorasan
and Khorasan
Razavi,according to
Financial Tribune.
Iranis the world’s
biggest  saffron
producer and
accounts for more
than %90 of the
global production.
More than 95.83
tonsofsaffronworth
around 123.73%
million were
exported from the
country during the
first five months of
the currentIranian
year (March-21Aug.
22),showinga %37
and %33 growthin
weight and value
respectively, year-
on-year, the latest
figuresreleased by
the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration say.
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EDITORIAL

Standard;

lowquality
sign with high
quantity!

..same common fruit,
canitthink of organic
products? In Iran,
perhaps one of the
ways torecognize the
product and confirm
its quality is standard.
Standardization are
the foundations of
scienceand technology
that contribute to
the advancement
of industry and the
economy. Many would
think thatthe standard
is just for the benefit
of the consumer. Of
course, thisistrueand
thestandard addresses
the individual and
economic needs of
consumers. However,
the firmness of
the industrial and
technological systemis
alsoastandard goal.
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American
senators: US-
Saudirelationship
‘ontheline’

US Senators have
warned President
Donald Trump
that ramping
up pressure on
the Saudi royal
family over the
disappearance of
US-basedjournalist
Jamal Khashoggi
could endanger
relations between
Washington and
Riyadh.
Khashoggi, a
Virginia-based
criticofSaudi Crown
Prince Mohammed
bin Salman's
policies, has been
unaccounted for
since October 2
when he visited the
Saudi diplomatic
missionin Istanbul
to getpaperwork for
his marriage to his
Turkish fiancée.
Authorities in
Turkey believe he
died there at the
hands ofa"murder
squad” flown from
Riyadh to kill him
and dispose of his
body. His body was
smuggled out, they
say, perhaps in a
diplomaticcar.

Turkey Obtains Recordings of Saudi
Journalist's Killing: Paper

Turkey’sinvestigationinto the disappearance of prominent Saudi

journalist]Jamal Khashoggihasrevealed recordings made on
his Apple Watchindicating he was tortured and killed, a Turkish

newspaperreported onSaturday.

Thereportinthe pro-government Sabah daily emerged after
a delegation from Saudi Arabia arrived in Turkey for a joint

investigationintohisdisappearance.

“The moments when Khashoggi was interrogated, tortured and
murdered wererecordedinthe Apple Watch’smemory,” the paper
said,addingthatthe watch had synched with hisiPhone, which his

fianceewas carryingoutside the consulate, Reutersreported.

Twosenior Turkish officials previously said thatKhashoggihad been
wearingablack Applewatchwhenheentered the consulateand that
itwas connected toamobile phoneheleftoutside.
Sabah, which cited “reliable sourcesin a special intelligence
department” foritsreport, said Khashoggi was believed to have
turned ontherecording feature onthe phone before entering the
consulate.The papersaid Saudiintelligence agentshadrealized after
hediedthatthe phonewasrecordingand theyusedhisfingerprintto
unlockit, deleting somefiles, butnotall ofthem. Therecordings were
subsequently found onhisphone, itsaid.
OnThursday, Turkey said itand Saudi Arabiahad agreed toforma
jointworkinggroup -at Riyadh'’sinitiative - toinvestigate the case.

ASaudisource said aseniorroyal, Prince
Khaled al-Faisal, had visited Turkey
thatday.

Khashoggientered the Saudiconsulate
inIstanbulon Oct. 2 to getdocuments
for his forthcoming marriage. Saudi
officials say heleftshortly afterwards
but Turkish officials and his fiancee, who
waswaitingoutside, saidhenever cameout.
Turkish sourceshave said theinitial assessment

ofthe police was that Khashoggi,an outspoken critic of the Saudi

Successful reformation in Saudi
Arabia farfrom a sure thing

As Aramco’s public offering
hasbeen halted, so hasthe
hope in Saudi Arabia’s
economicreforms, which
according to the young
Crown Prince of the
country, were intended to
fulfill the Arab dream. Saudi
Aramco, officially the Saudi
Arabian Oil Company;is one
ofthe largest companies
in the world by revenue
and the most profitable
worldwide.

o Mahdieh Qoraishi

While Saudi Arabia has been trying
to provide domestic opportunities
forits citizens, policies have proven
ineffective. Inaddition, the countryhas
also failed to achieve positive results
with its military adventuresin other
countries. The Saudis’ war on Yemen
and the blockade of Qatar have been
examplesoffailed regional policies over
thelastfewyears. The interventions
have been costly to the House of Saud
and havereduced the country’sfinancial
and military capabilities while Crown
Prince Bin Salmanis noteven halfway
throughwith hiseconomicreforms, the
socalled ‘Vision 2030’ plans. The slow
implementation of social reform, which
ismorelike amere “showcase policy”,
isaproofofthe unrealisticnature of
thereforms as they lack conformity
with Saudi Arabia’s traditional social
structures.

Itis clearthatthe creationand pursuit
of economic development requires
some preconditions, such as political
development and the approval of
religiousinstitutions which SaudiArabia
hasyetto gain. Lack ofhuman capital
in the country, which is considered
the engine of economic development,
alongwith otherfactors,hasdelayed the
implementation of economic change
and dynamism. The use ofaforeignlabor
force (immigrants) canalsobeasecurity
challenge for Saudi Arabia.

The fast-paced implementation of

government, hadbeendeliberatelykilledinsidethe consulate. Riyadh
hasdismissedthe claims.

economicreformsin Riyadh without
properinfrastructureand consideration
to social, political and religious
structures confirms alack sufficient
managementexpertise.

Some experts even believe that the
growing domestic oil consumption
in Saudi Arabia will take its toll on the
country,and by 2030 the country may
have toimport oil. And apart from the
future ofreforms, Saudipolicies towards
itsregionalneighborscanblurthevision
ofthe country and make real change
unattainable.

Although Saudi Arabia has tried to
implementamoderate foreign policy, its
presenceinproxy wars,suchasinlrag,
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Yemenand Syria,
and rivalry with Iran, have nothelped
Saudis’ strategic role in West Asia.
Also, the Saudi government’s violent
crackdown on internal opposition,
including the execution of a female
journalist and civil rights activist,
indicates thatthe Saudiregimeisnot
prepared to permitits citizens freedom
ofexpression. Atthe same time, Riyadh
isfacinga crisis of successioninthe
royal family.Still, Bin Salman enjoys
foreignsupportforhisalleged reforms
in Saudi Arabia. The White House, as
the main supporter ofthe reforms, has
replaced the new Crown Prince with
his fatherinaposition to try to foil the
West Asian securitybelt, includingIran,
Lebanonand Syria,and to preventIran’s

hegemonyintheregion.

Riyadh is also faced with several
important legal cases, including
the formation of an international
research group on crimes in the
Yemen war. Qatar has mounted alegal
case against Saudi Arabia’s boycott,
andthere arereports fromresearch
centersontherole of Saudi Arabiain
terroristattacks throughoutthe world.
Thus, the agenda so far for economic
and social reforms hasnotyetbeena
success. Primitive, traditional norms
have been hard to reform or abolish.
Washington meanwhile knows well
thatanyinstability in Saudi Arabia can
jeopardizeits energy security, whether
itresults from a top-down reform of
government, the death ofKing Abdullah,
orthefailures of the political, economic
andsocial changesdesired by the people
of Saudi Arabia. Both Saudi Arabia
and the U.S.are making every effort to
preventinstability in Riyadh, asitcan
shiftthebalance of powerin favorofIran
anditsregionalallies. Saudi Arabia, with
foreign support, continues toreinforce
its showcase reform ideas which still
may notovercome tradition. Any effort
toreform Saudisociety withoutsound
political developmentisbound to fail
and create division. It will lead to the
collapse of Saudi Arabia from within
andtheemergenceofthe Arab Springor,
morerealistically, the [slamicawakening
inthis country.

report

Itisclearthat
thecreation

and pursuit

of economic
development
requires some
preconditions,
such as political
development
and the approval
of religious
institutions which
Saudi Arabia has
yettogain.

UN expertsurge Saudi Arabia to swiftlyrelease women's rights activists

NEWS

Beijing-Tehran relations still

growing: Chinese official

Despite Washington’s threats and pressures
on other countries to sanction Tehran, China
and Iran have preserved theirlevel of economic
cooperation and are witnessing growing ties,
a Chinese official said.China is the biggest
importer oflran’s oiland also the main customer
for Iran’snon-oil products, Li Kuiwen, Head of
statistics and analysis department of China's
General Administration of Customs, told the
Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) in the
Chinese capital on Saturday.After Washington's
May 8 exitfrom the Iran Deal, formally known as
theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
the US gave -90to-180-day wind-down period
to other countries before itstarts re-imposing
sanctionson Tehran on November 4.

Iran, Russia to discuss opening

new consulates

The 6thjoint consulate meetingbetween Iran
and Russiawillbe held in Moscow next week.
Iranian delegationled by Foreign Ministry's
director general for consular affairs, Ali Chegini
and Russian delegation led by Russian Foreign
Ministry’s director general for consulate affairs,
Sergey Yuryevich Vyazalov will attend the
upcoming meetingin Moscow.According to
astatementreleased by Iranian embassy in
Moscow, during the meeting the Iranian and
Russian officials will confer on various consulate
issuesincludingfacilitatingand accelerating visa
issuing processes,implementation of consulate
agreementsbetween Iran and Russia, consulate
cooperationaimingataddressingthe problems
of Iranian residents as well as opening new
consulatesinboth countries.

Future of JCPOA to depend on

European

Deputy of political affairsin Iranian President’s
office, Majid Takht-Ravanchi said thatIranhas
metall its commitments in the framework of
JCPOA, but unfortunately, other parties to the
agreementhave notfulfilled their commitments.
Deputy of political affairsin President Rouhani's
office said in Brussels that the future of Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) will
depend on European policiesand hehopes this
greatinternational achievementwill survive
through protection ofthe interests of the Islamic
RepublicofIranin practice.Dr. Takht-Ravanchi,
who was giving an address to members of
European parliamenton October 10, explained
Iran's policiesregarding the JCPOA and then
answered the questions made by some 20
parliamentmembers.

Rasa- Saudi Arabia must "immediately
and unconditionally” release allwomen it
hasarrested and imprisoned on charges
relatingtotheir peaceful defense ofhuman
rights, officials mandated by the United
Nations say.

Inastatementon Friday, UN humanrights
experts, who report to the UN Human
Rights Council, called for the release of six
womenstillkeptin Saudijails.

“We condemn in the strongest possible
termstheactions ofthe Saudiauthorities
against these women human rights
defendersand we call on them, asamatter
ofurgency, toimmediately release and
drop the chargesagainstall ofthem,” the
expertssaid.
OneofthedetaineesisIsraaal-Ghomgham
whoisfacing possible execution for the
firsttimeafter shewasarrested somethree

yearsago on charges of supporting anti-
government protests and inciting people
todisobeytheregime.

Ghomgham from the Qatifregionin the
kingdom’s oil-rich Eastern Province has
beenbehindbarsfor32 months.

The UN expertsexpressed acute concern for
Ghomghamand called herexecution threat
"reprehensible."

"Itisreprehensible that Ms. Ghomgham
isfacing the death penalty forasserting
her fundamental humanrightto peaceful
assembly. Noone should everbe punished
for exercising their most fundamental
humanrights, much less face the death
penalty,"they said.

“We wishtoremind the Saudi Government
ofitsobligationto protectand promote the
rightsofallhumanrightsdefendersasthey
peacefully carry outtheirlegitimate work.

Inthe contextof widespread and systemic
gender discrimination, women human
rights defenders face particular risks,
especially when their work challenges
stereotypicalideasaboutwomen’splacein
society,asinthiscase.”

The UN experts' statementalso said the
five other detainees are Samar Badawi,
Nassima Al-Sadah, Nouf Abdulaziz, Mayya
Al-Zahrani,and Hatoon Al-Fassi, who had
been particularly active in campaigning for
women’srights, including therighttovote
andtodrive.

According to the statement, they have
beeninpre-trial detentionand being held
incommunicado forthe pastfour months.
“We urge the Saudi authorities to
immediately make the whereabouts of
these five humanrights defendersknown
and to grantthemaccessto their families

lawyers,”itadded.

Inrecentyears, the AlSaud regime has come
underintense pressure by rights groups
for mistreating women. Since May, Saudi
authorities have detained more thana
dozenprominentwomen'srightsactivists,
mostcampaigned for the right to drive
whichwasgrantedinJune.

Accordingto Press TV, Saudi women had
beenalsobanned fromvotinguntil 2015,
when they were allowed to vote in local
elections.



Four nanotechnology products unveiled at

Intl. Nanotech Festival

Fournanotechnology products were unveiled atthe 11th edition of In-
ternational Nanotechnology Festival on Saturday, in the presence of Ira-
nian Vice-Presidentfor Science and Technology Sorena Sattari.The 11th
edition of International Nanotechnology Festival kicked off on Saturday
in Tehran International Permanent Fairground, and will continue until
October 16th, 2018.Four nanotechnology achievements were unveiled at

5000 Rials

the exhibition which are electronic printer, lipophobic coating for metal sur-
facessuchas stove and range hood, packing nanocomposites toincrease the shelf
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Isfahan apilot to produce organic

products

"This year, four provinces of Khuzestan,

Fars, Isfahan, and Zanjan have been

selected as the pilot to produce organic
and certified healthy products,” the consultant of
the minister of agriculture and director general of
the environmental health and food safety depart-
ment said.
"Three factors of well-informed farmers,
technical supportofagricultural unions,and
agricultural potentials are the reasons of
choosingthese four provinces as the pilot to
produce organic products,” Saeed Saadatsaid.
Pointing out that increasing the farmers’
incomes and providing the food security in
the country will require more attention to the
production of certified products for domestic
consumption and export, he added, "The
facilities and necessary context have been
provided to produce organic and certified
productsinthe country.”
"Although organic products are produced in
openspaces,itis possible to produce themin
greenhouses where the water consumption,
toxins, and chemical fertilizer are controlled,"”
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he said. "Inrecentyears, the consumption of
organicand certified productsin our community
isincreasing due to their health security, but
the price of organic foods are two to three
times higher than other products because they
don’tcontain chemical and their productionis
limited," headded.

Sayingthat consumption of organicand certified
productsisakind of strategy to prevent certain
diseases, he said, "The best places to use
organicproductsare the hospitals, universities,
kindergartens, and restaurants. This strategy is
akind of culture-building practice."

How Economical I's Exporting the Fruit,
Consideringthe Water Crisisin Iran

Iran’s exports to Europeups %26

Iran'saverage non-oil exportsto European countries
rose %26.33 invalueand %112.9 in weightin the
firsthalfofthe currentIranianyear (starting on
March 2018,21), despite US’ efforts to limitIran’s
oilexports.

With 6,942 tons ofimports equal to 3,237,294$in
the firsthalf ofIranianyear, Croatia’simports from
Iran hasincreased more than the other European
countries (%1,121inweightand %557.99 invalue)
compared to the same periodlastyear.

England showsa %246.47 growth inimports from
Irancompared to thelastyearwith 19,186 tonsequal
t018,730,879%.

Germany was also among the countries with the
biggestriseinimports from Iran with 60,940 tons
equalto137,627,2249%,indicatinga %205.6 growth
inweightand %4.97 growthinvalue.
Petrochemical products, non-expandable
polystyrene, steel bars, Ironingots, and castiron
products were the top items exported to Europe.
Dates, saffron, watermelon, and apple juice was the
foodstuffwith thelargestexportsto Europeinthe
same period.Inthe same period, Iran also exported
1,487 tons equivalentto45,110,883% to the USwhich
shows a %19.85 increasein weightand a %3.83
increaseinvalue.

Raw Silk Imports at 3.48Smin 5 Months

More than 83 tons of raw silk worth about 3.44$ million
were imported into Iran during the first five months
ofthe currentIranianyear (March -21Aug. 22), latest
datareleased by the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration show.

Germany was the biggestexporter with 38 tonsworth 1.59$
million. Other main exporters of raw silk to Iran during the
period were Uzbekistan, the UAE and Spain, Mizan Online
reported.

About292 tons of raw silkworth 385.76 billion rials (11.28$
million) wereimported duringthelastIranianyear (March

18-2017).

Inanearlierinterview with Financial Tribune, Ali Asghar
Dadashpour, the former head of Sericulture Expansion
Center with the Agriculture Ministry, said Iranisthe world’s
eighthbiggestcountryinthefield of sericulture, after China,
India, Uzbekistan, Thailand, Brazil, Vietnam and North
Korea, Financial Tribune reported.

Gilan Province in northern Iran accounts for half of raw
silk cocoon production. Other sericulture hubsinclude
Mazandaran, Golestan, Khorasan Razavi, Northand South
Khorasan, East Azarbaijanand Isfahan.
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Referring to the fact that Isfahan's urban

planning is the best examplein Iran, the
founder of Iran's urban engineering associa-
tion said, "Many factors are involved in this superiority,

since Isfahanis located in a distinguished ecosystem.”
Sayingthatthereisnotacitylike Isfahaninthe world,
theauthor ofthe "greenbookof Iran's municipalities"

Isfahan’s urban planning on top

said, "Cultural, architectural, natural elements,
and also the citizens'love for Isfahan have affected
the growth of this city in such a way that we can
say this city hasbeen made by citizens.""The other
importance pointaboutIsfahanisits beingthe
pioneer of modernurban planning,” Saeed Nia said.
Pointing out that Isfahan has provided the first
urban development plan of the country, he added,
"The conceptof "City"isaregional phenomenon;
separating the concepts of city and region has been
the biggest problem of the urban plans."Referring
to the failure of urban plansin Iran, he said, "All the
proposals of the comprehensive urban planning
should notonly address the municipalities, but they
should involve the Department of Education, the
Ministry of Energy, the Ministry of Road and Urban
Development, the Foundation of the Oppressed, and
otherinstitutions that own extensive lands in the
cities."

Throughputat Iran’s Major
Ports Down%p7.3in H1

Around 70.77 million tons of commodities were
handledinIran’s 17 major ports during the first half
of the current Iranian year (March -21Sept. 22),
registeringa %7.3 decline compared with the similar
period oflastyear.

Accordingtofiguresreleased by the Portsand Maritime
Organization of Iran on its website, loading and
unloading of oil goods accounted for more than 23.19
million tons of the total sum, showinga %7.2 fall year-
on-year.

Containerloading and unloading declined by %23
compared with the corresponding period of lastyear
tostandat1.25 million TEUs.

The abovementioned figures pertain to the ports of
Abadan, Astara, Imam Khomeini, Amirabad, Anzali,
Bushehr, Jask, Chabahar, Khorramshahr, Shahid
Bahonar, Shahid Rajaee, Fereydounkenar, Qeshm,

Genaveh, Lengeh, Nekaand Noshahr, according to
Financial Tribune.

Located 23 kilometers west of the port city of Bandar
Abbas, the capital of Hormozgan Province, Shahid
RajaeePortisIran’sbiggestcontainer portatthe mouth
ofthe Straitof Hormuz.

Overhalfoflran’s commercial tradingis carried outin
Shahid Rajaee. The portcomplexalso accounts for over
%385 ofall container throughputin the country.

More than 37.67 million tons of commodities were
loaded and unloaded in the southern Hormozgan
Province’s Shahid Rajaee Portin H1, registering an
%11.4 decrease compared with the similar period of
lastyear.

Non-oil goods accounted for 25.16 million tons and oil
products for 12.51 million tons of the total, showingan
%11.7and %10.7 fallrespectively year-on-year.
Containerloading and unloading stood at 956,334
TEUs,indicatinga %29.85 decrease over the six-month
period compared with the corresponding period of the
precedingyear.
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