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Average Home Priceat $584
persqm

Theaverage price ofeachsquare meter ofaresidential
propertyinlranstoodat152 millionrials ($584) inthe
monthendingNov.20,says Mahmoud Mahmoudzadeh,
thehead of Housing Departmentofthe Ministry of Roads
and Urban Development.

“Insummer, the departmentdecidedtostop publishing
statisticsregarding Tehran'sreal-estate marketbecause
itbelieveshavingtheaveragehomepriceinTehranasa
referencewouldaffectpricesinotherprovinceswhereas
pricesinthe cities ofa province should be compared to
the capital city ofthat province [and not Tehran],” he was
quotedassayingby Mehr News Agency.

“Atpresent, statistics onhome deals of all provincial
capital citieshave been prepared and theaverage price
ofeach square meter ofaresidential propertyin 25
provincial capital citiesisbelow 100 millionrials [$384].
Themedianhome price ofnine provincial capital citiesis
lessthan 50 millionrials [$192]) and onlyin Tehranand
Ahvaz, theaverage price of each square meter ofhome
exceeds 200 millionrials[$769]. Tehran home prices
stood at278millionrials [$1,069] and Ahvazat 235
millionrials[$903] per square meter duringthe month
endingNov.20.”

Mahmoudzadehsaid highdemand hasdrivenuphome
pricesinthe southern city of Ahvaz; ithasbecome
popularwith foreign national buyersinrecentmonths,
thoughitwasnotan expensive city inthe past.
Themostexpensive cityinIran,intermsofhomeprices,
was Tehranand the cheapestwas Yasuj with 32 million
rials ($123) persquare meterlastmonth.
Heputthemedianhome price persquaremeterin Shiraz
at114 millionrials ($438);Isfahanat 111 millionrials
($426); llamat40 millionrials ($153); Birjand at 42
millionrials ($161); Bojnurd at45 millionrials ($173);
Kermanshahat46 millionrials ($177); and Arakand
Zanjanatabove 100 millionrials ($384).
OnhomepricesinTehranindollarterm, theofficial said,
“Thehighestaveragehomepriceindollartermin Tehran
overthepast15yearswasregisteredintheyearending
March 2009 with $2,244 persquare meter. This comes
astheaverageprice ofeach square meterofaresidential
propertyin Tehranstoodat$1,051attherateof250,000
rialsperUSdollarlastmonth,i.e. halfthe priceitwasin
theyearendingMarch2009.”

Notingthathousing expensesaccounted for 36% of
households’budgetin the year ending March 2020,
Mahmoudzadehsaid, “Home pricesincreased from 12
millionrials[$46] intheyearendingMarch2010to 278
millionrialslastmonth.”

Currency Appreciationand Real-Estate Prices

Prices of construction materials are pegged to the
value of USdollarbutthe decreasein foreign currency
conversionratewon'tnecessarilylead tothefallinthe
prices of building materials, says Alireza Sarhadi, a
housinganalyst.

“Freshanalyses of real-estate market showadecline
inhome prices following the appreciation of therial
againstthe dollar. However, theimpactofthe decrease
inthevalue of dollarwould manifestitselfin the form of
recessioninthereal-estatemarket. Duringtherecession,
itisthenumberofdealsthatdecreasesratherthanprices;
realsellersorinvestors whoneed their moneywould
compromise forlow prices,” he was quoted as saying
by the news outlet of Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Minesand Agriculture.
“Economicstabilityis the key factor that can pull the
housing market out of recession. When construction
maintainsits growth and real-estate development
isviewedasa career onitsown, buyingand selling of
land would improve. Whenthere is economicstability,
builders won’'tworry about whether they would be
capable of selling their properties. Under current
conditionsand giventhelowlevel of predictability of
economicchanges,buildersarereluctanttoinvestinthe
housingmarket.”
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Nopermissionneeded to return to oil

market

Stating that the export of 2.3 million barrels is

possible, Minister of Oil Bijan Zanganeh said thatIran

doesnotneed permission toreturn to oil markets.

“If there are no

oy

sanctions and

ISH‘HAN resources are
N E W s provided to
NEWS rehabilitate wells

m that have been

reduced in production,
2.3 millionbarrels canbe
exported,” said Zanganeh.
Notingthat OPEChasthe
commitmentto maintain
prices, he added, “Iran
doesnotneed permission
toreturnto the oil market
becauseitconsidersitas
aright”
Elsewhereinhisremarks,
he referred to the
sanctions, saying, “During
the sanctions period, we
proved that we will not
giveup and find another
way to prevent the stop
ofthe developmentofthe
oilindustry through the
efforts of our colleagues.”
“Despite U.S. sanctions
againstlran’soilindustry,
[ran’s oil production has
never stopped,” Zanganeh
highlighted.

Hereiterated thatif the
sanctions are lifted and
resources forrevival pf
productioninsome wells
whose production has
decreased, Iran can export
2.3mbpd.

Onthepossible candidacy
for running presidentin
the 2021 election, he said
he himselfhasalsoheard
sucharumor, reiterating
thatone should nottrust
whateverhehears.
Zanganeh also warned
people over gas
consumption, saying
that people should stop
wasting gas and they
should be used according

totheirneeds otherwise
they may facerestrictions.
On the conditions set
by foreigners for return
toIranin case of lifting
sanctions, he said firstthe
U.S.should return to the
JCPOA, then we can talk
aboutthispoint.
Touching upon
developingjoint fields,
he emphasized that
currently, the ministry
isfocused on developing
Balal, Farzad, Kish and
South Parsfieldsinthe gas
sectorand Karoun, Jofeir,
and Sepehrprojectsinthe
oil sector.

He also said that the first

phase of Phase 14 of South
Parsistocome onstream
bytheyearend.
Zanganeh reiterated
thatifthe South Pars gas
field is not developed
and the productionisnot
protected, the country will
faceashortage of gasin
twoyears.

He went on to say that
the ministry has called
on domestic companies
tostartdevelopment of
some gas and oil fields as
soonas possible, noting
thatcurrently 95 percent
ofthetotal population of
the country enjoys using
gasservices.

Oilslipson
demand worries
asCOVID-19
lockdowns
tighten

Oil prices fell on Tuesday as
tighter lockdowns in Europe
and a forecast for a slower
recovery in demand next
year outweighed relief from

vaccination rollouts and
concerns abouta flare-up of
tensioninthe Middle East.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude futures fell 36
cents, or 0.8%, to $46.63 a
barrelat0506 GMT, while Brent
crude futures fell 40 cents, or
0.8%,to $49.89 abarrel, erasing
Monday’s gains.
Londonstepped uprestrictions
requiringbarsandrestaurants
toclose,as COVID-19 infection
rates continued torise sharply,
whichwill dentfuel demandin
thenearterm.

Further marring the demand
outlook, Italy said it was
considering more stringent
restrictions over the Christmas
holidays, while most storesin
Germany have been ordered

toshutuntilJan. 10, with little
prospect of an easing early
in the new year.“While the
markethasbeenbuoyed by the
rollout of COVID-19 vaccines,
apath towards normalisation
of demand remains a difficult
one,” ANZanalystssaidinanote.
OPEC on Monday pared its
forecastforarecoveryin oil
demand in 2021 by 350,000
barrels per day, due to the
persistent impact of the
pandemic, but said a rapid
rollout of vaccines in major
economies “provides potential
upside for nextyear’s growth
forecast.”

Inasign of weaker demand,
analysts expectdata from the
American Petroleum Institute
on Tuesday and the Energy

Information Administration
on Wednesday toshow thatU.S.
gasolineinventoriesroseby 1.6
million barrelslastweek, while
distillate inventories, which
include diesel and heating oil,
roseby 400,000 barrels.

Oil prices had found some
supportafterafuel transport
shipatthe Saudi Arabian portof
Jeddah was hitby an explosion
on Monday, butthe kingdom’s
ministry of energy noted the
incidentdid not cause any effect
onsupplies.

“When you have the level
of tension rising in the
Middle East, you build in a
bitofapremiumin pricing,”
said Commonwealth Bank
commodities analyst Vivek
Dhar.
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Iran's Mehriz
exports 2,000
tons of clinker to

Oman

A shipment of 2,000 tons
of clinker was exported
to Oman in a ceremony
attended by the governor
and a group of Mehriz
officials from the city's
cement factory.CEO of
Mehriz Cement Company
Majid Ahmadpour said
during the ceremony to
send the cargo, which was
loaded by rail to Bandar

Abbas, putthe value of the
exported productis seven
billion Tomans.Mehriz
CementFactory was setup
in2006 with aninvestment
of more than 100 billion
Tomans from government
credit lines and with the
participation of Tejarat
Bankonaland withanarea
0f100,000 square meters.
Clinkeris a solid material
produced in the process of
manufacturing Portland
cementasanintermediary
product.Itoccurs aslumps
or nodules, usually 3-25
millimetersin diameter.
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Iran’s Qil Saleto
Hit2.9 Millionbpd
IfSanctions Lifted:
President

Iran’s presidentsaid the
countrywillsellupto 2.9
millionbarrels perday of
oilinthenextIranianyear
ifthesanctionsarelifted,
notingthatthe minimum
dailycrudesaleswillstand
at2.3millionbarrelseven
ifthe sanctionsremainin
place.

Spea k ing at a press
conference on Monday,
PresidentHassan Rouhani
saidhehasorderedtheOil
Ministryto putthe export
of 2.9 millionbarrels per
day of oil onthe agenda
forthenextIranianyear,
which begins in March
2021.

Iran’s oil wells must be
prepared forthatamount
of p r oduction, the
presidentadded, saying
the countrywill definitely
extractandsellatleast2.3
million barrels per day
ofoil.

On t h e prospect of
removal of the sanctions
onlran, Rouhanisaid the
international situationis
such that the economic
war a nd sanctions
against Tehran could not
continue.

“I b elieve the end of
sanctionshasbegun,”the
presidentsaid.

The p resident
emph a sized that his
admi n istration has
devi s ed the national
budget bill for the next
year on the basis of
realism, notoptimism.
The oil salestargetfigure
of 2.3 mbpdisaresultof
extensivediscussionsand
analysis,heunderlined.
He also explained that
the minimum sale of 2.3
millionbarrels perday of
oilunder the sanctions
will materialize through
exports and domestic
sale, saying that figure
may include 1.8 million
barrels of export and
500,000 barrels forsale
insi d e the country.If
the sanctions are lifted,
Iranwillregainits share
of OPEC outputand will
once again sell oil as
muchasitdidin2015,the
presidentunderscored.
The administration has
submitted its proposed
budget bill for the next
Iranian fiscal year to the
Parliament.Parliament
Spea k er Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf recently
described petrodollars
asanunreliable source of
income, sayingwhatmust
betakenintoaccountin
formulating the national
budgetisnon-reliance on
oilincomes.
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Study: Arrests
of Journalists

Skyrocketin
US

Arrests of journalists
in the US surged this
year asreporters faced
violence from both
activists and police in
their efforts to cover
protests against law
enforcementand racial
inequality.

A study from the
Freedom of the Press
foundation revealed
Monday that arrests
ofjournalistsinthe US
wereup 1,200 percent
over the same period
lastyear, with more than
adozenincidents still
beinginvestigated, The
Hillreported.

At the end of May and
early]June, followingthe
death of George Floyd
in Minneapolis police
custody, morereporters
were arrested in the US
than from all of 2017
to 2019; the highest
concentration ofarrests
for the entire year was
inthe Minneapolisarea.
State-sanctioned
violence against
reporters also
accompanied 36
percent of the arrests
thisyear, accordingto
the analysis, as more
journalists than ever
beforereportedinjuries
from tear gas, rubber
bullets and other police
methods.

“This report shows
an unprecedented
press freedom crisis
engulfing the United
States,” said Freedom
of the Press executive
director Trevor Timm.
“Journalists should not
have to worry about
beingarrested for doing
theirjob, yetacross the
country police have
disregarded theirrights
onastaggeringscale.”
"Despite scores ofillegal
arrests and assaults
on journalists doing
theirjobs, we know of
no police officer who
has been criminally
charged for these
shocking violations of
constitutional rights.
We hope thisreportwill
spur local, state and
federal officials to act,”

Timm added.
Protests erupted
around the country and

continued for months
after Floyd's killing
in late May; video of
theincident showed a
white officer leaning
on the neck of Floyd,
whois Black, for nearly
nine minutes before his
death.

US expertsays Fakhrizadeh
assassination aimed atderailing
returntoJCPOA

The main objective behind the assassination ofa top Iranian
nuclear expertwas nothingbutderailing US president-elect
Joe Biden’s plan for return to the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), a former official at the White House said
on Tuesday. Frank N. von Hippel, Nuclear Physicist, Senior
Research Physicistand Professor of Publicand International
Affairs at Princeton University, made the remarks in an
interview with IRNA.Trump’s Iran planincluded exertion of
maximum pressure on Tehran in order to achieve the best
possible bargain, but his plan failed for sure, the professor

said.He wenton to say thatthe US president-elect]oe Biden
alsointendsto achieve that objective in the framework of
the existing]CPOA, and thatis whathighlights the difference
between Trump and Biden.

Stressing that Trump’s entire efforts were aimed atkilling
JCPOA, the American scientist said the current president
imposed numerous severe sanctions against Iran to make
areturnto the deal complicated.He said that some of those
sanctions have beenimposed on the pretextofterrorismor
otherissues which will make it difficult for Biden to return
to the Iran Deal.Through different remarks, Biden has
declared thatheisready toreturn to the JCPOA from which
Trump did withdraw unilaterally in May 2018.In arelated
development, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has stressed

Europe should oppose US extraterritorial
sanctions: French analyst

thatifall sides oftheinternational
deal act according to their
commitments to the JCPOA,
Iranwill be backtoo.

Asked abouthisopiniononthe
intentions behind the recent
assassination of top Iranian
nuclear scientist- Fakhrizadeh,
the former White House security
official said that the time chosen for
doingthatterroristactwas quite questionable.

Hesaid thatitwas mainly aimed at making the job tough for
the upcoming Biden administration, justlike what the Zionist
regime of Israel did during the Obama tenure.

NEWS

Doha, Muscatoppose tie

AFrenchanalystopinesthat member states

ofthe European Union should work together

to find useful mechanisms to counter United

States' unilateral sanctions, which have

extraterritorial nature.

Thierry Coville,
an analyst on
Iran'saffairsatthe
French Institute

for International
NEWS and  Strategic
_IEZZM  Affairs  (IRIS)

told IRNA in an exclusive
interview thatinsighthas
been welcomed in Europe

normalization with Zionist
Regime

Raialyoum has quoted an informed source as
sayingthatsenior Qatariand Omani officials have
opposed the USrequesttonormalize relations
with the Zionistregime.The resource said that US
President Donald Trump's son-in-law and senior
advisor Jared Kushner, during his recent visit
to Doha, called for Qatar to normalize relations
with the Zionist Regime.According to thereport,
Kushner demanded that Doha normalize its
relations with the Zionistregime before the end of
Donald Trump's presidency in the United States.
According to the source, senior Doha officials
strongly opposed Kushner’srequest to normalize
Qatar'srelations with Tel Aviv; however, they
showed flexibility in response to other requests

thatbelieves the European
governments can oppose
USsanctions, especially the
extraterritorial nature of the
anti-Iran sanctions.

The analystexpressed hope
thatthe Europeans would
develop their "strategic
independence” tostrengthen
the independence of the
green continentin particular
when it comes to standing
against US unilateralism;
although, this is a time-
consuming effort, which is
making progress.

Coville called for more
strides by the European
bodies to develop proper
mechanismsindealingwith
the US's extraterritorial
sanctions against Iran,
noting that the path
is difficult because 27
European states should
agreeonsuch an effort, while
theyhave differenthistorical

viewpoints.
***UShypocritically claims
Iran's healthcare exempted
fromsanctions

The anti-Iran sanctions
donot officially target the
Iranian health sector; butitis
obvious thatseveral banks,
fearful of US backlash, are
reluctant to do business
with Iran, the researcher
said, arguing that part of
the banking transactions
isrelated to the purchase
of medicine and medical
equipment; hence, American
officials are hypocritical
when they claim thatIran's
health sector is free from
sanctions.

He went on to say that the
main characteristic of
President Donald Trump's
administration hasbeen the
pursuitofaunilateral foreign
policy,and Europe believes
that US President-elect]oe

Bidenisgoingtoretrieve a
multilateral foreign policy.
The Trump administration
did not consider Europe
as a historical ally, but the
Europeans expect thatthe
US-Europerelations would
come ontrackunder Biden,
Covillenoted.

The university professor
underlined that the
Europeans have proved
theyare serious to support
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal
because they opposed the
US-proposed snapback
mechanism at the United
Nations, aimed at the
extension of the arms
embargoonIran.
However, he accepted, the
Europeans could notoppose
there-imposition ofthe US's
unilateral sanctions on Iran.
Biden perhaps thinks
Trump's withdrawal from
the nuclear agreement in

May 2018increased mistrust
between Iran and the United
States, and the president-
elect is uneasy with the
situation, Coville argued.
Referring to Israel's
role in the assassination
of Iranian  scientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, the
analyst said that several
analyses mention Israel
as the perpetrator of the
assassination.

He further noted that
[sraelis pursued atleasttwo
goals: The first one was to
pushIraninto aretaliatory
attack, which could trigger
apotential US strike on Iran.
The second was to annoy
some [ranian political actors
to oppose any possible talks
with the US and hamper
Americans' return to the
nuclear deal, dubbed the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

‘Democracy
Prevailed, Biden
Says After US
Electoral College
Confirms His
Win

US President-elect Joe Biden
delivered a forceful rebuke on
Monday to President Donald
Trump'sattacksonthelegitimacy
ofhisvictory, hoursafterwinning
the state-by-state Electoral

determinesthe US presidency.
"In this battle for the soul of
America,democracy prevailed,"
Biden said in a prime-time
speech from hishometown of
Wilmington, Delaware. "Nowit's
time to turn the page,aswe've
donethroughoutourhistory-to
unite,toheal.”

Monday's vote, typically a
formality, assumed outsized
significanceinlightof Trump's
extraordinary effortto subvert
the process due to whathe has
alleged was widespread voter
fraudintheNov.3 election.
California, the most-populous

US state, put Biden overthe 270
votesneeded towintheElectoral
College when its 55 electors
unanimously castballots for him
and hisrunning mate, Kamala
Harris.Bidenand Harris- thefirst
woman, first Black personand
first Asian Americantobecome
vice president-elect - will be
sworninonjan.20.

Inaroughly 13-minute speech,
Biden, the Democratic former
vice president, called for unity
whilevoicing confidencethatthe
country'sdemocraticinstitutions
had heldinthe face of Trump's
attemptstoreversetheelection

outcome.

"Theflame of democracywaslitin
thisnationalongtimeago," Biden
said."Wenowknowthatnoteven
apandemicoranabuse of power
canextinguishthatflame,"hesaid,
Reutersreported.

Biden emphasized that Trump
and hisalliesfiled "dozensand
dozens" oflegal challenges to
the vote totals withoutsuccess,
including a Texas lawsuit that
asked the US Supreme Courtto
invalidate four states' results.
The court,includingthree Trump
appointees, rejected thebid with
nodissentslastweek.

made by Trump's son-in-law.In addition, the
source said that despite some newsin various
mediaoutletsaboutthe imminentnormalization
of Oman'srelations with the Zionist regime, the
Omaniauthorities have not made suchadecision
and opposed Washington's requestsin thisregard.
Thesourcealsostressed thataccordingtothelatest
news and reports, Kuwaitileaders have not yet
made any decision to normalize relations with the
Zionistregime.

SPND budgetincreased by

256 percent: defense min.
Iranian Minister of Defense announced a 256
percentincreaseinthebudgetofthe Organization
of Defensive Innovation and Research (known
by itsacronym SPND)."After the assassination
of Martyr Fakhrizadeh, the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution said thattwo importantissues should
beputontheagendabyallthose involved, first, the
pursuitofthis crime and the definitive punishment
ofits perpetrators,and second, the pursuitofthe
martyr's scientific and technical efforts," said
Brigadier General Amir Hatami on Tuesday.
Stating thatthe enemy inthisincidentsoughtto
disruptthe process of scientificmovementand the
speed of progress ofthe Islamic Republicin the field
ofnew technologies,headded, "The enemy was
well aware thatwe have made significant progress
inemergingand innovative areas, therefore, with
thisaction, ittried to weaken the morale of the
people and damage the security and authority of
[ran."

"Our missile issues have caught the eye of the
enemies," Hatami noted, adding, "We have
strengthened our missile power every day."

He highlighted, "Iranian Defense Ministry’s
Organization of Defensive Innovation and
Research will work harder than before.""After
the assassination of this martyr, all the employees
and managers of the Ministry of Defense are
determined to continue Fakhrizadeh's path, and
the government, inaworthyaction, increased the
budget ofthe Organization of Defensive Innovation
and Researchby 256 percent,” the defense minister

College vote that officially

said.

IraqtoSue USover Useof Depleted
Uranium Weapons: Official

Anadvisertothelragiparliament's foreignaffairs committee said the
Baghdad governmentis planningtolodge an international lawsuit
againstthe US forusinginternationally-banned munitionsin civilian
areas.

Hatifal-Rikabitold Arabic-language al-Maalomah news agency in
aninterviewthatlraqisgoingtofile the caseat Swedishand German
courtsoverappallingcrimesthatWashingtonhasperpetratedinthe
Arab country,includingtheuse of depleted uranium weapons.
Rikabiwentonto say thatsuchameasurewillensure international
accountability for the US, and will not give it the chance to
procrastinatethe case.

“Hundredsofcancercasesarerecorded everymonth (inlraq),and the
figureisclearevidencefortheextentofthe damage thatUSforceshave
committed,”hestated, callingonthe Iraqi Health Ministryto “release
factsand figuresaboutcasualties caused by USbombing campaigns,”

PressTVreported.

US-ledwarsinIraq haveleftbehind hundreds oftons of depleted
uraniummunitionsand othertoxicwastes.

Official Iraqi governmentstatistics showthat, priorto the outbreak
ofthe FirstPersian Gulf Warin 1991, therate of cancer casesinIraq
was40outof100,000 people.By 1995, ithad increased to 800 out
0f100,000 people,and, by 2005, ithad doubled toatleast 1,600 out
0f100,000 people. Current estimates show the increasing trend
continuing.Contamination from depleted uranium munitionsand
other military-related pollutionis suspected of causing a sharp
risein congenital birth defects, cancer cases, and otherillnesses
throughoutmuch ofIraq.Many doctorsand scientists maintain that
therecentemergence of diseasesthatwerenotpreviously seenin
Iraq,suchasnewillnessesinthe kidney, lungs,andliver,aswellas
totalimmune system collapse, are connected to publicexposure to
war contaminants.Depleted uranium (DU) contamination mayalso
berelated tothesubstantial riseinleukemia, renal,and anemiacases,
especiallyamongchildren.

Moreover,

therehasalsobeenadramatic

jumpinmiscarriages and premature birthsamongIraqiwomen,

particularlyinareaswhere heavy US military operations occurred,

suchasFallujah.During 2004, the USmilitary carried outtwomassive

military sieges of the city of Fallujah, usinglarge quantities of DU
ammunition,aswellaswhite phosphorous.




German scholar offers his COVID-19 vaccine for free by UN
Professor of Immunology at University of Mainz, Germany Ugur Sahin offered
his COVID-19 vaccine for free access under the auspices of the United Nations.
Speakingin an exclusive interview with IRNA, Sahin stressed compliance with
commitments to the contract with Pfizer pharmaceutical company.

He called for UN cooperation for free access of the poor countries to COVID-19
vaccines..Sahin and his wife Ozlem Tiireci who is the Chief Medical Officer of

BioNTech started working on COVID19 vaccine and after one yearin cooperation with

20000 Rials

Pfizer pharmaceutical company, they could produce avaccine whose clinical trials were approvedThe

vaccinemade by the companynamed BNT162b2 is the firstvaccine which received permitinthe UK.He,
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should use tools news
ofdiplomacyto Irancondemns US
playroleinclubof  gctionsagainst
powers o Turkey
US tl'easul'y l{/ll‘aﬁ’s Fore;g]n Mi;lizste;
. ohammad Javad Zari
hacke(lbyforelgn on Tuesday strongly
overnment condemned the US
g
R unilateral sanctions
group: report B against Turkey.
AyandehBankWants U t_add‘“‘og
oqne 0o sanctions an
toSell 3.58 Billion
contempt for
Iran Mall o international law
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN atfull display again,”
M | 1 | Zarif wrote on his
orningcalltoprayer: official Twitter
05:32:21 account.The United
Noon call to prayer : States hassanctioned
11:59:10 Turkey’s top defense
E ! I | procurement  and
vening call to prayer: development body
17:18:51 Presidency of Defense
= Industries  (SSB),
its chairman Ismail
Demir and three

other employees for
purchasing Russian
defense systems.“We
stand with the people
and government of
Turkey,” Zarif said.
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No permission needed to return to oil

US Attorney General Barr Steps Down As Trump
Election Defeat Confirmed

US Attorney General William Barr will step down next week, he

said on Monday, shortly after the US Electoral College confirmed

President Donald Trump’sloss to Democratic President-elect

JoeBiden.

Barr, who had angered Trump by not
supportinghisincorrectclaims thatthe Nov.3
electionresulthad beentainted bywidespread
fraud, said he would leave office on Dec. 23,a
little less than a month before Bidenis sworn
inonJan.20.

Deputy Attorney General Jeff Rosen will take
overasactingattorney general after Barr’s
departure, Trump said.
“Ourrelationshiphasbeenaverygood one, he
hasdonean outstandingjob!” Trump said of
Barron Twitter.

A White House official told Reuters that Barr
resigned onhisownaccord.

Trump lashed out at Barr on Twitter over
the weekend after the Wall Street Journal
reported that Barrknew earlier thisyearabout
aninvestigationinto Biden'sson Hunter’s taxes.
Trumpretweeted acommentfromradiohost
Todd Starnes saying Barr should be fired fornot
disclosingthe probe during the campaign. ‘A
bigdisappointment!” Trump saidin his tweet.
Barr’s fate in the waning days of the Trump
administration had beenin question since
he said earlier this month that a Justice
Departmentinvestigation had found no sign
of major fraud in the election, contradicting
Trump’s claims.

Trump’slegal teamaccused Barr of failing to
conductaproperinquiryinto theallegations.
Barr’sresignationletter wasreleased shortly
after he briefed the president about the
Justice Department’s review into the Trump
campaign’s voter fraud claims. In it, Barr
pledged theallegations “would continue tobe
pursued.”

The White House official said Barr’'s meeting
with Trump was amicable.In the letter, Barr
also praised whathe called Trump’s historic
record, saying he had helped boost the
economy, strengthen the military and curb

illegalimmigration.“Iam proud to have played
aroleinthemanysuccessesand unprecedented
achievements you have delivered for the
Americanpeople,” Barrwrote.

Bidenbeat Trump by 306 to 232 votesinthe
state-by-state Electoral College that chooses
the president,aswellas by more than 7 million
ballotsinthe popularvote.

Despite that, Trump has refused to concede
and continues to promote hisbaselessvoting
fraud allegations, which have beenrepeatedly
rejected by stateand federal officials.
Trumphas pursuedaseries oflegal challenges
innumerous states,buthe hasnotmanaged to
prevailinany ofthem.

Lastweek, the US Supreme Courtrejected a
long-shotlawsuitby Texas thatwasbacked by
Trumpandanumber of other states seeking to
throw outvotingresultsin four states, dealing
whatisseenasthe fatal blowin his questto
undohiselectionloss.

Barr has long been a staunch Trump ally,
drawing scorn from Democrats and many of
the department’s own career prosecutors who
haveaccused him of putting Trump’s personal
interestsahead ofthose ofthe country.
“William Barrwas willingtodo the President’s
biddingonevery frontbutone.Barrrefusedto
playalongwith President Trump’snonsensical
claimsto have won the election,” Democratic
House of Representatives Judiciary Committee
Chairman]errold Nadlersaidinastatement.
“WhomeverJoe Biden chooses as the new
Attorney General will have a tremendous
amountofworkto do torepair the integrity of
the DepartmentofJustice,” Nadleradded.
Prior to the 2020 election, Barr repeated
Trump’s unfounded claims that mail-in ballots
couldbesubjecttofraud,and healsointervened
inseveral high-profile criminal cases in ways
thatbenefited Trump’s political allies such as
Michael Flynnand Roger Stone.In May 2019,
Barrtapped federal prosecutorJohn Durham
toinvestigate Obama-eraintelligence and law
enforcement officials for possible crimesin
connection with their early stage probe into
whether Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign
colluded with the Russian government.
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Poor Countries Face Long Wait for Coronavirus

Vaccines despite Promises

With Canadians, Americans and Britonsrolling up their sleeves

toreceive coronavirusvaccines, the route out of the pandemic

now seems clear to many in the West, even if the rollout will

take many months. Butfor poorer countries, the road will be far

longerandrougher.

The ambitious initiative known as COVAX
created to ensure the entire world hasaccessto
COVID-19vaccineshassecured onlya fraction
ofthe 2 billion dosesithopestobuy overthe next
year, has yetto confirmanyactual deals to ship
outvaccinesandisshorton cash.

Thevirus thathaskilled more than 1.6 million
people has exposed vastinequities between
countries, as fragile health systemsand smaller
economies were often hitharder. COVAXwas set
up by the World Health Organization, vaccines
alliance GAVIand CEPI, a global coalition to
fight epidemics, to avoid the international
stampede for vaccines thathasaccompanied
past outbreaks and would reinforce those
imbalances.But now some experts say the
chances that coronavirus shots will be shared
fairly betweenrich nationsand therestare
fading fast. With vaccine supplies currently
limited, developed countries, some of which
helped fund the research with taxpayer money,
are under tremendous pressure to protect
their own populationsand are buying up shots.
Meanwhile, some poorer countries that signed
up to theinitiative are looking for alternatives
because of fearsitwon’tdeliver.

“It's simple math,” said Arnaud Bernaert, head
of global health atthe World Economic Forum.
Of the approximately 12 billion doses the
pharmaceuticalindustryis expected to produce
nextyear,about 9 billion shots have already
beenreservedbyrich countries.“COVAXhasnot
secured enough doses,and the way the situation
may unfoldis they will probably only get these
dosesfairlylate.”

To date, COVAX'sonly confirmed, legally binding
agreement is for up to 200 million doses,
thoughthatincludesan optionto order several
times thatnumber of additional doses, GAVI

spokesman James Fulkersaid. Ithasagreements
foranother 500 million vaccines, butthose are
notlegallybinding.

The 200 million doses will come from the Serum
Institute of India, the company that will likely
make alarge portion of the coronavirus shots
destined for the developingworld. CEO Adar
Poonawallasaysithasaconfirmed order for
100 million doses each ofavaccine developed
by Oxford University and AstraZenecaand one
from Novovax.

“We don’thave anythingbeyond thatin writing,”
he told AP. “If they want more, they’ll have to
placemoreorders.”

He said the lack of commitment from COVAX
will mean amuch longer wait for people in
developing countries. Poonawalla also noted
that his company’s first priority would be
makingshots for India, which has suggested it
wants atleast 300 million vaccines. It's likely
Indiawould notbe able to take all of those at
once,butabigorder could delay thedistribution
ofvaccines for other parts of the developing
world, Poonawalla said.

Potentially further slowing down the process
isthatneither the AstraZenecavaccinenor the
Novovaxonehasbeenlicensed byanyregulatory
agency yet— and any injection distributed by
COVAXwilllikelyneed WHO approval. COVAX
doesnothave any supplies of the two vaccines
thatappear to be most effective so far — the
Pfizer-BioNTech shotand the Modernaone. The
United Kingdom has already begun giving the
Pfizervaccine,and the United Statesand Canada
arerollingitoutthis week. Some Persian Gulf
countrieshavealsoauthorizedit.

Still, GAVIsaid they “aim to startrolling out
safe and effective vaccines to COVAX (member
countries) atscale within the firstand second
quarters ofthe New Year.”
Evenwithvaccinesinhand, therollouts will take
many months, eveninrich countries,and many
developing onesare facing serious logistical
challenges that will add to delays, noted Dr.
Gagandeep Kang, aninfectious diseases expert
atthe Christian Medical College at Vellore in
southern India.
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