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Norestrictiononadmitting

truckbyTurkishsideat
Bazargan

Head of General Directorate of Bazargan Customsin West
Azarbaijan provincesaid thatthereisnorestrictionon
theacceptance of trucks by Turkey at Bazargan Border
Crossing.Speakinginaninterviewwith IRNA on Wed,,
MojtabaBazgirreiterated thatthereisnotanyrestriction
inadmittingtruckby Turkish sideattheborder crossing.
Hisremarks came after the publication ofavideo film
onthelateacceptance of trucks by Turkey at Bazargan
Borderand dissatisfaction of Iranian truck drivers
waitingattheborder.The protestofIraniantruckdrivers
hasbeenunofficiallyannounced to the border officials
of Giirbulak Border Crossing, he said, adding, “Weare
waitingfor Turkishside’sactionsin thisregard.”The staff
ofthisbordertriestoacceptthetrucksduring24 hoursa
dayattheentrance and exitgates. Accordingtothelatest
statistics,350trucksentered the countryyesterdaywhile
capacity oftheborderinacceptingtrucksstandsat600
trucksaday.Elsewhereinhisremarks, Bazgir pointed to
theentryand exitoftruckin the currentyearinspite of
coronavirus, COVID-19, restrictions at Bazargan Border
andadded, “Some 63,032 trucks exited from Bazargan
Border over the past eight months (from March 21 to
Nov.22) while 32,855 trucks entered into the country
inthis period.”"Bazargan Customsis one of the three
originsofbordertradebetween Iranand Turkey, which
isactivearoundthe clockinthenorth of West Azerbaijan.
Asconsidered Iran's gateway to European countries,
Bazargan Borderislocated onekilometeraway fromthe
city of Bazargan, district of Makuin West Azerbaijan.

¢% Declinein Complaints
Against Goods, Service
Providers

Atotal 0f 20,429 public complaints were filed against
goodsandservice providers withtheindustries, mining
andtrade organizations ofIranian provinces duringthe
Iranian month ending Nov. 20, showinga 7% decline
compared with the similarperiod oflastyear.According
tothe Ministry of Industries, Miningand Trade, 18,146
complaints (89% ofthetotalsum) pertained to providers
ofgoods.Thelion’s share of these complaints were
againstbread and vegetable oils,IRNAreported.The
remaining 2,283 complaints (11%) were filed against
service providers, withrestaurantsand carrepairshops
accounting for amajority of complaints.Profiteering,
fraud and short-changing were the main source of
complaints.Complaintsfiledinthe provinces of Tehran,
KhorasanRazavi, East Azarbaijanand Alborzincreased
whilethey declined in Semnan, Kerman, Kohgilouyeh-
Boyerahmad, South KhorasanandIsfahan.

[ranian citizens can file complaintsagainstbusinesses
throughthe hotline 124.

Exports FromSemnan
Province Near S190m

Atotal of 166,533 tons of commodities worth $189
million were exported from Semnan Province
to 45 countries during the firsteight months of the
currentlranianyear (March 20-Nov. 20), showinga
9%declineandan 11%increasein weightand value
respectively compared withthesimilarperiod oflastyear.
AccordingtoAliSadeddin, thehead of Semnan Customs
Administration, lighthydrocarbons,land cables, sodium
hydroxide, plastic products, washing machine powder,
refinedlead, silicon, sodium carbonate, evaporative
coolers, chocolateand differenttypes of pastry were the
mainexportproducts.

Sadeddinnoted thatimports overthe same period stood
at9,551tonsworth $39.95 million, indicatinga 21% fall
anda22%riseinvolumeand valuerespectively year-
on-year.
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Travel Agencies on Verge of Bankruptcy
Due to Covidl9-

Travel agencies suffered losses to the tune of 10

trillionrials (38.5$ million) in the firsttwo months

ofthe Covid19- pandemicinIranalone, of which

%40 were due to the decline in domestic tourists

and %60 by fall in the number of international

tourists, says the head of Travel Agents Guild

Association.

“Travel and tourism
sector hasbeenone
of the hardest hit
by the coronavirus.
Losses incurred by
businessesactive in
thefieldareevenmore
startlingin Iran compared
withother countriesbecause
most governments have
lent financial support to
the sector whereasin here
the government has failed
to offer adequate help
to the tourism industry,”
Hormatollah Rafieiwasalso
quotedassayingbythenews
portal of Tehran Chamber of
Commerce,Industries,Mines
and Agriculture. The official
noted that travel agencies
andairlinesalonehad 50,000
peopleontheirpayroll, which
has now reduced to fewer
than 10,000, which shows
that 40,000 people have
losttheirjobsfollowing the
outbreakofcoronavirus.

“Today, only 20% of travel
agencies have managed to
keeptheir companiesafloat,
while othershave shuttered
andjobshavebeenlost. Of
those still active, more than
60-70%have downsized their
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staff. Anagency,whichusedto
have 100 employees, isnow
workingwith 20,”he said.
Notingthattravel agencies
have not generated added
value since the start of
the pandemic in order to
pay value added tax, Rafiei
said, “The governmenthas
not considered any help
regarding taxation and
insurance for the economic
operatives of this sector.
First,itannounced itwould
consider facilitiesregarding
taxation, butithasbecome
stricteraboutimposingtax.
Wedidnotask forinterest-
freeloans; cheaploanswould
havebeenenoughforustolive
throughthe crisis. Butunder
the formula devised by the
government, the coronavirus
loansare actually offered at
alendingrate of 24% rather
thantheclaimed 12%.”
Rafiei further said thatthe
government was urged
to forgive the 23% share

of insurance premium
employers have to pay, butit
adoptedanuncompromising
approachtoobtainthesame.
“The government has not
onlyfailed tohelp salvage the
sector;ratherithastrampled
private sector investors
underfoot. Whoknowswhat
wouldbecomeoftheindustry
inthefuture?”he concluded.
Travel and tourism players,
including tour guides
and owners of traditional
restaurants, eco-lodges
and hotelswillreceiveloans
worthbetween 160 million
rials ($637) and 9billionrials
($35,856)ataninterestrateof
12%,IRNAreportedrecently.
RegistrationatKara.mcls.gov.
ir for tourism coronavirus
loans started on Nov. 19,
following the approval of
government-backed relief
package by the taskforce to
fightthe economicimpactof
coronavirusonSept.30.

As per the guidelines

provided by the taskforce,
tour guides will receive
loans worth 200 million
rials  ($796); travel
agencies between 1,500
and 3,000 million rials
($5,976-$11,952); tourist
transportation companies
800 million ($3,187);
centers for tourism studies
600 millionrials ($2,390);
and traditional hotels and
eco lodges will be eligible
to receive between 800
million rials ($3,187) and
2,000 millionrials ($7,968)
depending on their grade,
floor area and number of
rooms.

In addition, hotels will be
granted between 2 billion
rials ($7,968) and 9 billion
rials ($35,856) and hotel-
apartments, motels and
guesthouses will receive
between 2 billion rials
($7,968) and 3.5 billionrials
($13,944) dependingontheir
ratings.

Iran’s Oil Sale
to Reach 2.3

Millionbpd Next ©f
Year: President

Tehran will be sellingatleast
2.3 million barrels per day
of crude in the nextIranian
year, President Hassan
Rouhanisaid.Speakingata
cabinetsession on Wednesday;,

added.

Rouhani said the nextyear’s
national budget has been
devised with predictions
improved
conditions, asitenvisagesthe
sale of 2.3 million barrels per
day of 0il.“Nextyear, we will be
capabletoproduceandsell 2.3
millionbarrels (per day of oil),
andwilldothat,” the president

The world should get the

economic

message thatIran’s conditions
for producingand selling oil
inthe nextyearwill be totally
different from the past two
years, Rouhaniadded.

The president furthersaid the
national budgetbill for year
1400 (tobegininMarch2021)
isbased on calculationsrather
thanthe prospectofwhether
Iran will or will nothold talks
orreachanagreementwith

anyone.The administration
has submitted its proposed
budgetbill for the nextIranian
fiscalyeartothe Parliament.
Lastweek, ParliamentSpeaker
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf
described petrodollarsasan
unreliable source ofincome,
saying what must be taken
intoaccountin formulating
the national budgetis non-
reliance onoilincomes.
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Tehran, to Iran’s capacities

and facilities, Nahafi
Muscatkeen expressed readiness for
onenhanced reinforcing cooperation.
. . He called for removal of
industrial, trade obstaclesand presenting
ties facilities for Iranian
Iranian Ambassador economic activists.
to Oman Ali Najafi Mohamed Al Yousef,
and Omani Minister for his part, welcomed

developing cooperation
between Iranand Oman
ineconomicfield.He also
expressed happiness over
holding the 18th joint
economic commission
meetinginIranlastyear.
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Lifespanof Iranian
Buildings Half
Thatof Global
Average

Real-estate development
byindividualswho don’t
havetheexpertiseneeded
inthefieldhasreducedthe
industrytojerry-building,
the managing director
of Maskan Investment
Group, the parent
company of BankMaskan,
Rouzbeh Zahiri Hashemi,
said.

“Iran’s  construction
sector has faced the
influx of inefficientand
unprofessionalinvestors
foryearsnow. Theabsence
ofanintegratedregulation
regarding people who
are both investors and
builders has led to the
decline in construction
qualityandage,aswellas
therapid deterioration of
residential properties,”
he was quoted as saying
byHibna.
Askedaboutthereasons
behind the average
lifespan of residential
buildings in Iran being
shorter than that of the
globalaverage (suchthat
the average lifespan of
anapartmentis 50 years
in the world compared
with25-30yearsinlIran),
he said, “That is chiefly
becausethejobishandled
by unprofessional people
rather than by efficient,
certifiedbuilders.”
“Isitpossible for ordinary
people to manufacture
vehicles? Cantheysecure
permits easily? Certainly
not! But how about the
same people building a
house? They would face
no legal hurdles. There
isn'taspecific, integrated
regulatingsysteminplace
to supervise housing
construction like that of
manufacturingcars.”
Underlining the
importance of separating
investmentsector from
housing  production,
Hashemisaid, “The point
is those who carry out
construction work are
themselves investors.
Those who don’t have
the expertise are
building homes across
the country. They don’t
have the perspective of
aprofessional engineer.
They’rejerrybuilders.The
quality of building starts
from factories thatmake
construction materialsto
thetimetheplanisbeing
executed by professionals.
The lack of safety and
technical standardsinall
phases of construction
projects leads to the
premature deterioration
ofbuildings, i.e., before 50
years.”
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People
Arrestedin
Connection with
Fakhrizadeh

Assassination
Senior adviser to the
Iranian parliament
speaker forinternational
affairs Hossein Amir
Abdollahian said a
number of individuals
have been arrested in
connection with the
recent assassination
of prominent scientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh.
"The perpetrators of this
assassination, some of
whombhavebeenidentified
and evenarrested by our
security apparatus, will
notescapejusticeand will
be dealt with severely,"
Amir Abdollahiansaidin
aninterviewwith Al-Alam
TVonTuesday.
Healsosaidthatthelsraeli
regime was involved in
the terroristactbutthat
the regime was unable
to accomplish the plot
withoutthehelp of others,
including the US spy
agency.
"Regardingtheassassins
and organizers of the
assassination, there is
various evidence thatthe
Zionistswereinvolved in
this issue, but whether
the Zionists were able to
do italone and without
complicity of the US spy
agency or otheragencies,
they certainly could notdo
it,"headded.

"The Zionists played an
importantrole, butinthe
field of implementing
theirplot, theyused other
factorsand otherfacilities
and services," headded,
accordingtoPressTV.
Last week, Minister
of Intelligence Seyed
Mahmoud Alavi said his
forceshave immediately
buckled down to
investigation after the
assassination of the
nuclearscientistwith the
utmosteffort.

The intelligence forces
have found plenty of
clues,the ministeradded,
noting that the case is
being probed inall ofits
dimensions.
Fakhrizadeh, a senior
nuclear and defense
scientist,wasassassinated
in a small city east of
TehranonNovember27.
Secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security
Council Ali Shamkhani
saysithasbecome clear
to Tehran that Munafeqin
(Mujahedin-e  Khalq
Organization terrorists),
the Zionist regime, and
its spy service Mossad
have been behind the
assassinationattack.

Speaker Slams E3’s Statementon

Iran’s Parliamentary Bill

Speakerofthe [ranian ParliamentMohammad Bager Qalibaf
denounced as weird astatement from the three European
parties to theJCPOA thatasks Irannotto carry outarecently-
ratified law on strategicaction for thelifting of sanctions.
Inameeting with Italy’s ambassador to Tehran Giuseppe
Perrone on Tuesday, Qalibafsaid he was surprised by the
unseemly and strange move by the UK, Franceand Germany
thathave called on the Iranian government not to enforce
thelaw on strategic action for the lifting of sanctions and
safeguardingnational interests.

The new law has been ratified and circulated, as the

Parliament, the administration, and the Judiciary insist on
itsimplementation, he added, noting that the new decision
isnottantamountto withdrawal from the JCPOA.
Qalibafalso urged Italy notto allow the three EU states to
adoptstancesonbehalfofthe entire Europe, takinga swipe
atthe UK, France and Germany for refusing to condemn the
recentassassination of eminentIranian scientist Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh.

In ajoint statement on Monday, Britain, France, and
Germany described the JCPOA as “a key achievement of
multilateral diplomacy”, asking Irannottoactonapending
parliamentary measure thatwould restrictthe UN nuclear
agency’s accessto the Islamic Republic’s nuclear facilities.

COVIDI19-vaccine can be Biden’s
green light for talks; official

The Chairman of Iran-Switzerland Joint

Chamber of Commerce Sharif Nezam-Mafi

saysthe major problem hindering Iran from

buying COVID19-vaccine s the transfer of

money which should be solved, adding that

God willingitwillhappeninthe next45 days.

Speaking to ILNA
news agency,
Nezam-Mafi said
that transfer of
money is the major
problem for the
I countryforbuying

thevaccine which should be

resolved soonand he hopes

“We, the governments of France,
Germany and the United
Kingdom have worked
tirelessly to preserve the
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA). Itisakey
achievement of multilateral
diplomacy and the global non-
proliferation architecture,” the
three European parties tothe 2015
nucleardeal, whichhave sofar failed to honor

their commitments under the agreement, said in the joint
statement.

NEWS

Iranian Envoy Highlights US

Rolein Waron Yemen
Afterbeingblacklisted by the US, Iran’sambassador
to Sana’ablasted Washington for playing a major
roleinthe waronpeople of Yemen.

Iran’s envoy to Yemen Hassan Irloo hitbackatthe
US government for orderinga Saudi-led military
campaign against Yemenis after the US Treasury
Departmentimposed sanctions on him.
“Theleadingrole ofthe USin the crimes against
people of the region, particularly Yemenis, is
obvious,” the Iranian envoy said Wednesday.
Irlooalsosaid thatthe Saudiregimeisonly carrying
outthe American-Zionistpolicies and following
their orders by imposingablockade on Yemenand
committingacts of aggression against Yemenis.
Inaddition to the Iranian diplomat, Iran’s Al-
Mustafa International University has been
blacklisted by the US Treasury.

itwould happeninthe next
45 days, noting that until the
time COVID vaccinebecomes
accessible for the countries,
Iran’sfinancialmechanismwill
openregardingthisissue.

On the effects of sanctions
and FATF onblocking Iran’s
assets, he said the effects of
sanctions are more than
FATF on blocking Iran
assets,adding thatof course
evenall sanctions are lifted,
the problem ofbeing on the
blacklist of the FATF will still
remainbutthe FATFhasalways
beenaneconomicsolution. He
added that we can whether
acceptorrejectthe FATF but
sanctions are one-sided, so
the FATFis complementaryto
thesanctionsandsinceitisa
technicaland economicissue,

Nezam-Mafi further said that
the goal behind sanctions
is to frighten banks and
companiesnot to work with
Iranbutthe FATFhasnothing
to dowith companiesand it
is only for foreign banks in
ordernotto cooperate with
Iranand italways gives time
inorder thatthe country can
joinitslawsandregulations
but sanctions have no laws
and it actually shows some
kind of lawlessness in the
international community.

On the role of Switzerland
financial mechanism (SHTA)
on transfer of Iran’s frozen
assets, hesaid with election of
JoeBidenastheU.S.President,
Iran’s frozen assets likely will
beunfrozenlittle bylittle and
will be handed over to Iran

order thatIran canbuy grains
and necessary medicines
especially COVID-19 vaccine
through this channel.
Hereiterated that FATF has
nothing to dowith release of
Iranassets butsince Iranis
onitsblacklist, foreign banks
refrain from cooperatingwith
[ran.

Nezam-Mafinoted that Biden
Administration can unblock
Iran assets in one day by
executive order;addingbutit
seemsunlikelyithappensand
itwillneed talks. Headmitted
thethird party countrieshave
misused this condition by
blockingIran'smoneyand take
advantageofitonthepretextof
sanctions.

Hesaid, therefore, Iran’sfrozen
moneyincountrieslikelraq,

countriesisbecause of their
fear of punishmentor pretext
buttheyshould be committed
tounblockIranassets.
Nezam-Mafi went on to say
thatwiththe currentcondition
that Trump Administration
has created, Iran probablywill
face problemsinimporting
COVID-19vaccinebutitseems
itwillnotlasttoolong.

He furthersaid thatone ofthe
humanitarian gestures that
Mr. Biden should signalasa
greenlightfortalksistoresolve
the problem for imports of
vaccinesanditseemsitwillbe
resolvedin45days.
Hereiterated that food and
medicines are not under
sanctionsbutsinceall channels
for foreign trade are closed,
thetrade ofmedicine and food

itcanberesolved. Central Bankinthe SHTAin SouthKorea, China,orother actuallyfacessanctions.
US claimsbanks won't pandemic. calls from European leaders moreamiabletotheinternational
. Likemuchoftheworld,Iransaw for leniency from the Trump stagethanTrump's.Iraniancentral
besanctioned over o : C :
. R alargespikeincoronaviruscases administration, saying broad bank governor Abdolnasser
humanitarianaidto once colderseasonsbegan.The  sanctionswouldgetinthewayof —Hemmatisaid“itmustberecorded
Iran countryhassofarconfirmedmore necessaryhumanitariantrade. inhistoricalmemory” thatIran’s

TheU.S.Treasuryhasclaimedthat
banks processing payments for
humanitarianaid to [ran will not
facepenaltiesduetoU.S.sanctions.
Foreignbankswillnotbe punished
for funding health and medical
supplies, U.S. official’s claims.
Thesesuppliesincludeitemssuch
ashandsanitizer, ventilators,and
personal protective equipment
(PPE),all of which are essential
to mitigating the coronavirus

than 1 million casesandmorethan
50,000deaths.Apartfrommedical
equipment, processing payments
topay forstaffingatinternational
organizations and missions
will also be exempted from the
sanctions, Reutersreports.

An official wrote, “The United
Statesmaintainsbroad exceptions
...thatallow for the commercial
saleand exportofhumanitarian
goods."This clarification follows

In October, Trump issued far-
reachingsanctionstargeting 18
banks. The move faced criticism
for its potential to disrupt
humanitarianaid in the middle
ofapandemic.President-elect
Joe Biden has indicated that
the U.S. will attempt to rejoin
the Iran nuclear deal under
hisadministration settobegin
in January. Overall, Biden has
signaled thathispresidencywillbe

attempts to pre-pay orders by
transferring funds “have faced
obstacles due to the inhumane
sanctions of the US government
and the need to obtain permits
fromthe OFAC” the UStreasury’s
officeofforeignassets control.Iran
hasordered 16.8 millionvaccine
doses, whichwouldinoculate 10
million ofits 80 million people,
accordingtoits ministry ofhealth
spokesman Kianush Jahanpour.

The ambassador and the university were all
targeted under US Executive Order 13224.
Asaresultof Tuesday’saction, all property of those
designated, aswell as of any entities 50% or more
owned by them, thatfallunder USjurisdiction are
blocked, and US personsare generally prohibited
fromdealing with them.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) saidinarecentreportthatthe
ongoing Saudi-led war against Yemen has claimed
233,000lives overthelastsixyears.

Yemen hasreached acritical pointand thereisan
urgentneed foraceasefire now,the UNOCHA said.
Saudi Arabiaand a coalition of its vassal states
launched the war on Yemen in March 2015 in
an attemptto reinstall a Riyadh-backed former
regime.

US House passes defense bill,
defying Trump’s veto threat

The USHouse has overwhelmingly passed annual
defense policylegislationin the face ofaveto threat
from President Donald Trump.

The $741 billion defense policy bill that would
require that Confederate names be stripped
from American military bases was passed on
Tuesday, in defiance of Trump’s veto threatand
movinglawmakers one step closer to a potential
showdown in his final weeks in office, Washington
Postreported.

The 335-78 bipartisan vote to approve the
legislation reflected optimism amonglawmakers
inboth parties that Congress would be able to force
the enactmentofthe bill over Trump’s objections,
in what would be the first veto override of his
presidency. The margin surpassed the two-thirds
majority both the House and Senate would need to
mustertodoso.

Italso amounted to aremarkable break from the
presidentby Republicans, who refused to defer to
Trump’s desire to derail the critical bill as his time
inthe White House comestoa close.

Efforts Underwayto Produce,
Purchase COVID-19 Vaceine:
Iran’s President

Iranian President Hassan Rouhaniunveiled plansto fulfill thelocal
demand for the coronavirus vaccine by developinghomegrown
productsandarrangingfor purchases fromabroad.

Rouhani chaired ameeting of the specialized committees of the
Coronavirus Battle National Headquarters on Tuesday.

After hearingareportaboutthe positive results of the extensive
screening of people with COVID-19 rapid testkits, arise in the
domesticproduction of diagnostictestkits,and the development
ofahomegrown vaccine for the coronavirus, Rouhani said the
Coronavirus Battle National Headquarters has focused on twomain
prioritiesindealingwiththe pandemic.
Thefirstpriorityistoenforcethehealth protocols, carry outschemes
forscreeningofpeople,andimplementsmartsocial distancingplans
asthemostreliable methods, the presidentnoted, pointingto the
positiveresults of the recentrestrictionsin curbing anew wave of
coronavirusinfections.

Thesecond priorityisto supply the COVID-19vaccine, Rouhanistated,
adding, “Preparationsand arrangements have been made for the

production ofvaccinewithreliance onthe capabilitiesofthedomestic |

scientistsand expertcenters,asacquiringand purchasingit (vaccine)
fromabroadisalsoontheagenda.”

Hefurtherlashed outatthe US for obstructing the delivery of basic
needs, includingthe coronavirusvaccine, tolranian people,according
tothegovernment's official website.

The world will not forgettheillegal, anti-human and shameful
activities ofthe outgoing USadministration, the presidentadded.
“Wewill overcome this obstacleinthe same way thatwe managedto
tackle theeconomicwar,’ Rouhaniunderlined, assuring the Iranian
peoplethatalladministrative organizationsare workingtosupplya
reliableand certified vaccine.

Participantsinthe meetingagreed onaplantoimmediately obtaina
vaccineapproved bythe World Health Organization (WHO), distribute
itbyidentifyingpriority populations,and doubleeffortstoproduce the
vaccineinsidethe country.

In comments on Monday, Governor of the Central Bank of Iran said
Tehranhastried to purchase COVID-19 vaccine from other countries,
butthe USsanctionshave prevented financial transactionsforthesale.

Abdolnasser

Hemmatisaid whilethe purchases

ofthe coronavirus vaccine should be made officially through the

WHO, Iran has faced obstaclesin everysingle way thatithastried to

make payments and transfer currency for the purchase of vaccine

“because ofthe US government’sinhumane sanctions and the need

for permission from OFAC”, the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the
USTreasury Department.




Iranian actor wins Best A ctor award at Salento film festival
Iranian actor Mohammad-Reza Hedayati has won the Best Actoraward at

the 17th Salento International Film Festival in Italy.

Hedayati snatched the prize for hisrole in Iranian feature film 'Simin’,
directed by Morteza Atashzamzam.'Simin’ investigates the reasons behind
thedryingup of Zayanderood, thelargestriver ofthe Iranian Plateauin central
Iran,anditsimpacts on thelife of people, particularly the farmers. The storyis
narrated ina symbolic setting with the character ofthe mother symbolizing water

and

theriver.The castincludes Hedayati, Laleh Eskandari, Mohammad Fili, Sepeideh Mazaheri,

and Amir Abbas Rezaei.The Salento International Film Festival Is a celebration of films and
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for (Persian) Gulf's money
andimplementIsraelienemy
plans,” Al-Houthi said on
Wednesday, according to
Yemen'sal-Masirahwebsite.
Supportedbyitsregionalallies
and armed by its Western
backers,SaudiArabiahasbeen
wagingawar on Yemensince
March 2015.An estimated
100,000 peoplehavelosttheir
livesinthe Saudiwar.

filmmakers, promotesinternational independent films, in recognition of the fact that movies
are the mostpowerful form of cultural communication andlinkbetween cultures' and peoples'.

Iran’s Qil Sale to Reach 2.3 Millionbpd
Next Year: President

Guterres calls for full return of Iran to JCPOA
commitments

Regretting the US unilateral withdrawal from the JCPOA and the

re-imposition of sanctions on Iran, the UN Secretary-General

called onIrantoreturntothe fullimplementation ofthe 2015

nucleardeal.

The UN chief expressed regret in a
report to the Security Council that the
Trump administration withdrew from
the agreementin 2018 and re-imposed
sanctionsagainst Tehranand urged Iran to
address concernsraised aboutits nuclear
andballisticmissile programmes and return
to “fullimplementation” ofits 2015 nuclear
dealwith major powers.

Expressing concern over Iran's decision
toinstall centrifuges and enrich uranium,
Guterres said in the report on the
implementation of a council resolution
endorsingthe 2015 nuclearagreementthat
for thelastfive yearsthe nuclear deal “has
beenlargely viewed by the international
community as atestamentto the efficacy of
multilateralism, diplomacy and dialogue,
andasuccessinnuclearnonproliferation.”
Criticizing the US economic war against
Iran, Secretary-General Guterres recounted
the US actions and Security Council
responseinthereportand stressed again
“theimportance ofinitiatives in support
oftrade and economicrelations with the
Islamic Republic of Iran, especially during
the currenteconomicand health challenges
posed by the Covid-19 pandemic.”
According to this report, the Security
Councilisscheduled to discuss thereporton
December22.

While the UN Secretary-General has called
onIran to fully return to its commitments
totheJCPOA, the European parties to the
nuclear deal (France, Britainand Germany)
have not complied with their obligations
underthe JCPOA since the USwithdrawal.
However, the three European countries (E3)
recentlyissuedjointstatements expressing
concernover Iran's decision to install new

centrifuges at the Natanz enrichment
facility.

"If Iran is serious about maintaining a
diplomaticatmosphere,itmustabide by the
agreement," the E3 said claimingthatIran's
decisiontoinstallnew centrifugesin Natanz
violated the nuclear deal.

The US government withdrew from the
agreement in 2018 and imposed other
sanctionsonIran, inaddition toimposing
suspended sanctionsunder the agreement.
Despite verbal opposition to the US
withdrawal fromthe JCPOA, the E3 did not
live up to its promises to make up for the
effects of the withdrawal.
TheIslamicRepublicofIran,inresponse to
the inaction of European countries in five
stepsinaccordance with the provisions of
theJCPOA, reduceditsobligations under this
agreement.

Addressing the "Mediterranean Dialogue”
onlast Thursday, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif said that the
government will have no choice but to
implementtherecentlawadopted by the
Parliamentunless the US and European
countriesreturn to their commitments
underthe deal.Iranisreadytoreturnto the
agreementassoonastheUSand E3doso, he
stressed.

The easy solution is for the E3 and US to
return Iran’s economic ties with the
restofthe world to normal, stop setting
conditions for Tehran, and come back to
their commitmentsunder the JCPOA, then
Iranwill also fulfill its commitments, he said.

MBS denies sending hit squad to kill former Saudi
spyin Canada

Motion to dismiss the case against Saudi Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman claims sovereign immunity from US

courts.

Lawyers for Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed bin
Salman (MBS) on Monday eveningfiledamotion
todismissalawsuitagainsthim, sayingthereis
no evidence to supportclaims he ordered a hit
squad toassassinateaformer Saudiintelligence
officialand thatheisimmune from chargesina
UScourt.The 106-pagelawsuit (PDF) was filed
in Auguston behalf of Saad al-]Jabri, an exiled
formeraide to former Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Nayef, a former heir to the Saudi throne who
wasoverthrownina2017 palace coup thatleft
MBS as the country’s de-factoruler.Jabriclaims
he obtained information during histime asan
aideand asatopintelligence official that could
be threatening to MBS, which motivated the
Saudi crown prince to organise anassassination
attemptagainstal-Jabri using the so-called
“Tiger” hitsquad.

Thelawsuitsays the alleged attempt took place

13 days aftermembers of the Tiger squad were
involved in the killing of Saudijournalist Jamal
Khashoggiin the Saudi consulatein Istanbul on
October2,2018.The lawsuitsays the plotwas
thwarted when the members ofthe Tiger squad
arrived at the Canadian borderand aroused
suspicion of security officials.But Michael
Kellogg, alawyer representing MBS, said in the
87-page motion to dismiss thatJabri “can say
whatever he wants to the newspapers. But this
casedoesnotbelongin federal court”.

Thefiling claims thatbecause al-Jabriisa dual
Saudi-Maltese citizenlivingin Canada, wherethe
alleged attempton hislife took place, hehasno
righttobringthe case beforeaUS court.
According to the motion, “even taking Aljabri’s
allegationsastrue,hedoesnotand cannotallege
thatthe supposed attempton hislifein Canada
was caused by any conductin the United States.”
The suitwas filed in the USunder the Alien Tort
statute and the 1991 Torture Victim Protection
Act,whichallows for complaints against foreign
nationals.

Iranian Envoy
Highlights US Role

in Waron Yemen
After beingblacklisted by the
US, Iran’sambassadorto Sana’a
blasted Washington for playing
amajorroleinthe waronpeople
of Yemen.

Iran’s envoy to Yemen Hassan
Irloo hit back at the US
governmentfor orderingaSaudi-
led military campaign against
Yemenis after the US Treasury
Departmentimposed sanctions
onhim.“Theleadingrole ofthe US
inthe crimesagainstpeople ofthe
region, particularly Yemenis, is
obvious,” the Iranian envoy said
Wednesday.

Irloo also said that the Saudi
regime is only carrying out

the American-Zionist policies
and following their orders by
imposing ablockade on Yemen
and committingacts ofaggression
against Yemenis.

In addition to the Iranian
diplomat, Iran’s Al-Mustafa
International Universityhasbeen
blacklisted by the US Treasury.
The ambassador and the
university werealltargeted under
USExecutive Order 13224.
Asaresultof Tuesday’s action,
all property ofthose designated,
aswellasofany entities 50% or
more owned by them, that fall
under USjurisdictionareblocked,
and US persons are generally
prohibited from dealing with
them.The UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) saidinarecent

reportthatthe ongoing Saudi-led
war against Yemen has claimed
233,000 lives over the last six
years.
Yemenhasreachedacritical point
andthereisanurgentneed fora
ceasefirenow,the UNOCHA said.
Saudi Arabiaand a coalition of
its vassal states launched the
war on Yemenin March 2015 in
anattempttoreinstalla Riyadh-
backed formerregime.

The coalition has, however,
achieved none of its goals
thanks to stiff resistance by the
Ansarullah-led Yemeniarmy.
The Saudi military aggression,
coupled with anaval blockade,
haskilled hundreds ofthousands
of people and plunged Yemen
intowhatthe UN saystheworld's
worsthumanitarian crisis.
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