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Rail Passenger Transport
Down 67%

Atotal 0f4.95 million passengers travelled via
railroad during the first seven months of the
currentlranianyear (March 20-Sept. 21), which
showsa67.5% decline compared with the similar
period oflastyear, according to datareleased by
Rail Transportation Companies’ Guild Union.
During the similar period of last year, more than
15.91 million passengers were transported by
railroads. The declinse is due to the coronavirus
pandemicthathasreduced travels.

AsofMay 21, rail travel agencies are only allowed to
sellticketstofillup 50% oftrain seatsin compliance
with health protocols set by the National
Coronavirus Headquarters.

Presently, all coronavirus-related protocolsas well
associal distancingare being followed and trains
arerunningas per thetimetables.

According to Saeed Rasouli, the head of Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways, many passengers
cancelled their tickets for the Iranian New Year
holidays (started March 20), which is the peak
season fortourismin Iran, due to the pandemic.
“Passengerrail companies gave full refunds for
1.2 million pre-purchased tickets worth 1.07
trillionrials [$4 million]. However, rail passenger
transportcontinued to decline after March causing
adrasticdecline in rail passenger companies’
revenues, which were also financially burdened
with the task of disinfecting wagons and facilities,
and abiding by health protocols.”

GovernmentAid

Rasoulinoted that the government promised
to grant financial aid worth 9.4 trillion rials
($37 million) to rail cargo and transportation
companies.

According to Mehrdad Taqizadeh, secretary of
Iran’s Guild of Rail Transport Companies, the
number ofrail passengers fell by 94% during the
Iranian New Year holidays compared with last
year’s similar period.

During the firstseven months of the fiscal 2019-20,
atotal of 16.98 million passengers were carried by
railroadsacrossthe country.

According to Mohsen Sadeqj, an official with the
Ministry of Roads and Urban Development, out of
60loan applications worth 8,750 billion rials ($35
million), which have been submitted in Kara.mcls.
gov.ir for government-backed coronavirus support
package,atotal of 1,580 billionrials ($6.32 million)
havebeenpaidto 15rail companies by Nov. 28, IRIB
Newsreported.

Risein TicketPrices

The Supreme Council of Transport, affiliated to
the Ministry of Roads and Urban Development,
approveda20%riseinrail faresas of June 21,
accordingto Taqgizadeh.

“The decision was taken inline with the Health
Ministry’s social distancing guidelines due to the
coronavirus pandemicandriseininflationrate.
Passenger trains are now operatingat halftheir
capacity, such thatonly two passengersareallowed
inafour-seater booth,” headded.

Noting thatas perthe directive of the council,
supply and demand will determine the fares of
five-star trains, he said rail companies had called
fora60%riseinticketprices,inview ofthe social
distancingrules and the inflation rate, but the
council onlyapproveda 20% increase.

In separate remarks, the deputy head of IRIR for
passenger transportation, Mir Hassan Mousavi,
saidthe 20%riseinticketpriceshasnothingtodo
with social distancingand restrictionsimposed on
thenumber of passengers pertrain cars, explaining
thattheincreaseisinline with theinflationrateand
therising costsborne by rail companies.
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Calls for Reducing GGov’t Rolein
Mining to Favor Private Sector

The private sector could help policymakers come

up with most efficient measures to develop the

high-potential mining sector,amember of Tehran

Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Miningsaid,

hopingthatthe new minister ofindustries willhave

acloserrelationship with private sector players.

&%Qu

"The development
ISI:AHAN of Iran's mining
N Q] sectordependson
the policymakers'

NEWS -
o willingness to
acceptthe counsel

of private investors ...
The new minister could
preventtherepetition of
previous mistakes and
attractmore investment
tothesector," TCCIM.iralso
quoted Sajjad Ghorogqias
saying.

Late September; the Iranian
Parliamentgave a vote of
confidence to Alireza
Razm-Hosseini who was
nominated by President
Hassan Rouhani to take
thehelmofthe Industries,
Miningand Trade Ministry
afteritwaswithoutachief
foraboutfourmonths.
“Thesectorisfacingmajor
problems at present,”
Ghorogisaidandreferred
to the government's
decisiontosetaceilingand
afloorforsteelprices.
"Such measuresresultin
marketimbalance, asthey
benefitsomeplayersmore
thanthe others. Weatthe
chamberof commerceare
againstsetting prices ...
Weneed to minimize the
differencein pricesinlocal
andinternationalmarkets
in the short term and
graduallydevelopamarket
in which prices are in
accordance withdemand
andsupply;" hesaid.

In Ghoroqi's pointofview,
improper local policies
havebeenthemainreason
behind the poor mining
sector development,
"even more than external

N

sanctions".

"Imposingabanonexport
is not the best solution
forincreasing supply in
domesticmarket. Theban
lowersthe government's
incomefromexporttariffs,”
hesaid.

Instead, policymakers
should promote further
investmentsintomineral
extraction,headded.

His comments were
echoed by a member
of Iran Chamber of
Commerce Industries
and Mining, Pedram
Soltani,whorecently said
a wide range of factors
havebeenhinderingthe
growth of mining sector
inIran.Dominance ofthe
governmentand the small
contribution ofthe private
sector, lack of persistent
policiesaswellassanctions
are among the most
influential ones.

"The sector has been
struggling with unstable
policies, without taking
the benefits ofthe private
sectorintoaccount... This
is while our experience
in the 1990s indicated
thatbyrelyingonsectors
highly dominated by the
government, theeconomic
would not make any
progress,"hesaid.
Soltani noted that the
private sector has not
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Iran, Turkey call for
increased economic

coop.
President's Chief of Staff
Mahmoud Vaeziheld a phone
conversationon Thursday with
Lutfi Elvan, newly-appointed
treasuryand finance minister of
Turkey, onbilateral tiesbetween
the two countries.

Pointing to ‘friendly’ ties
between the two neighboring
states, Vaezi called for the
expansion ofbilateral economic
ties.He congratulated Elvan on
hisnew position, hoping that
bilateral ties would further

made a considerable
contributiontothe mining
sector in the past two
decades.

State-owned Iranian Mines
and Mining Industries

Development and
Renovation Organization,
includingits subsidiaries
intoaccount, hasa30%
share in the country’s
mineral extraction.
IMIDROwillhaveinvested
$3billioninIran'smining
sector by the end of the
current Iranian year
(March2021).
Policymakers have also
failed to promote the
development of mining
industries, which could
help multiply the added
value of miningproducts.
Soltani believes that
imposition of sanctions
against Iran has
significantly affected the
miningsector, though "the
impact was less severe
compared to the other
businesssectors".

"The growth ofthe mining
sectorwould definitely be
positive, ifitwas nothitby
thesanctions,"headded.
InSoltani's pointofview,
the sector could have
attracted a considerable
sum of foreign
investments, whichisvital
foritsdevelopment.

Iran’s mineral reserves
currentlystandat55billion

tons,about37billiontons
ofwhichare proven. New
explorationsare expected
toincrease the figure by
30% to 60 billion tons by
theend ofthe currentfiscal
year (March2021).

A total of 15.69 million
tons of mineral products
worth $2.17 billion were
exported from Iraninthe
first five months of the
currentfiscalyear (March
20-Aug.21).

Steel topped the list of
exportsintermsofvalue
with $1.11 billion. It was
followed by copper with
$334.12 million and
cement with $120.98
million. In terms of
tonnage, cementhad the
lion’ssharewith 5.7 million
tons, followed by steel with
3milliontons.

Some 410 million tons of
minerals were extracted
fromIranianminesinthe
lastIranianyear (ended
March 19,2020).
Iranishometo 68 types of
minerals with more than
37 billion tons of proven
reservesand 57 billiontons
of potentialreserves.
According to the United
States Geological Survey,
Iran holds the world's
largestzinc, ninthlargest
copper, 10thlargestiron
ore, fifth largest gypsum
andbarite,and 10thlargest
uraniumreserves.

expand duringhisterm.
Referring to
international conditions and
takinginto consideration the
removal of obstacles on the
way oftrade, itisnecessary that
investmentbetween the private
sectors ofthe two countriesbe
supported more than before,
said Vaezi.The Iranian officials
notedthattherelationsbetween
Tehranand Ankara should turn
intoarolemodelforallregional
states.

For his part, Elvan hailed
friendly ties between the two
countries, noting thathe would
spare no efforts to deepenand

the new

expand trade with Iran.
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Household gas-
providingprojects
bring14.5bdollars of
revenuesfor Iran
Development of gas-
providing projects which
replaced liquid gas
with natural gas in the
households in Iran has
generated 14.5 billion
dollarsofrevenues forthe
countryin the pastseven
years.
The development of South
Parsprovided the country
thechancetoextenditsgas-
providingprojectsthemost
remoteplaces.Attheoutset,
theprojectswererestricted
tourbanareasbutlater; with
inauguration of President
Rouhani  government
in August 3, 2013, such
projectsspecially targeted
rural areas as a way to
materialize social justice
in the country.Upon the
gradual completion of
numerous projectsinthe
pastsevenyearswhichwill
continue to the last days
ofthe President Rouhani
governmentin 2021, the
amount of the liquid gas
in3013,standingat 34.1
billion liters, ultimately
dropped to only 13.8
billion liters this years.
The figureindicatesa43
percentdeclineinusage of
oil products which could
bereplaced by gas during
the period.This trend will
continueinthenextcouple
of years till the usage of
liquid fuel to be replaced
by gas reaches to zero
percent.Theimplantation
ofthese projectsnotonly
made fuel more easily
accessible forrural people
but significantly helped
improvecleanenvironment
inlranaswell.Italsoearned
the countryagreatamount
ofmoneygiventhefactthat
gasisconsideredacheaper
fuelwhichamountedtoa
totalof 14.5 billiondollars
insevenyears.Thismeans
thatapart from all those
17 thousand villages that
have gotthe benefit of gas
forfuelintheirhouseholds
during the period, the
implementation of the
projects have created
an unprecedented
opportunity for boosting
exportsofoil products.
Presently, 82 percent of
rural familiesinIranhave
accesstonaturalgasasfuel.
Gas-providingprojectshave
alsohelped establishment
of infrastructures
and conversion and
complementary
industries in  rural
areas, an achievement
thoroughly made possible
due to endeavors and

high capabilities of
Iranian experts and
workforce.
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Khatibzadeh:
All terrorist
groups inregion
graduated

from Saudi-

Madrassas

In reaction to the
baseless remarks
of Saudi Minister
of State for Foreign
Affairs, Iranian
Foreign Ministry
spokesman  said
thatevery terrorist
group inourregion
has graduated
from Saudi-funded
Madrassas.

In a tweet on
Thursday, Saeed
Khatibzadeh wrote,
"For decades,
Wahabism—
nurtured by colonial
powers—has been
*the* source of
bigotry, hatred
& terrorism in
our region — and
beyond."

"Fact: Every terrorist
group inourregion
has graduated
from Saudi-funded
Madrassas," headded.
"No amount of
Saudi obfuscation
can hide this ugly
reality," Khatibzadeh
stressed.

Iranian diplomat
wentonto say, "Their
atrocitiesin #Yemen,
& the infamous
Khashoggi case are
just some of their
otherstunts."
"Thelatest: standing
alongside theleading
state-sponsor  of
terrorism against
Palestinians,” he
added, saying,
"Saudis must change
course. The policy of
inflaming tension s
nolongertenable."
His tweet came as
Saudi Minister of
State for Foreign
Affairs Adel Aljubeir
in recent tweets
wrote, "Iranian
Foreign Minister
Zarifis desperate to
blame the Kingdom
foranythingnegative
thathappensinIran.
Will he blame us for
the next earthquake
orflood?"

"Itis not the policy
of Saudi Arabia
to engage in
assasinations; unlike
Iran, which hasdone
sosince the Khomeini
Revolutionin 1979.
Askus,and askmany
other countries who
have lost many of
their citizens due to
Iran’s criminal and
illegal behavior!," he
claimed.

=

Zarif: Iranproveditsbonafidesin 15

TAEAreports

[ranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifinamessagereferred
tolran'sgood faithin]AEAreports,saying[ranwillreverseitsremedial

actionsunder]CPOAifUSabidesby UNSCR2231.

"Iranproveditsbonafidesin 15 [AEAreports," Zarifwrote in his

Twitteraccounton Thursday.

"TheBidenadminmustprove I TSby complying fullywith UNSCR 2231
&ceasing Trump's #EconomicWaragainstIranians. Atthattime, Iran
willreverseitsremedialactionsunder#]CPOA," headded.

Earlier,addressingthe online session the Mediterranean Dialogue,
Zarifsaid: "The United Stateswalked outthenuclearagreementbutdid

notwalked outofthe United Nationsithasresponsibilities, obligations
asaUNmember,asaSecurity Councilmemberand thereisaSecurity
Council Resolution 2231 which the United States mustobserveasa
permanentmember of the Security Council, the United Statesisin
gravebreachofthatresolutionbecause the Trumpadministrationhas

beenarougeregime.”

"Now if the president elect Biden wants to continue to be a
rouge regime then he can continue to be asking toimplementits
commitments, headded.
"TheUnited Stateshas commitmentsundertheresolutionwhichhasto
implementitisnotinapositiontosetconditionsforthat,’ Zarifnoted.
"Wewillnotrenegotiate adeal which we negotiated. The deal was
aboutgive and takeitwasnotaboutone side askingand the other

Minister: Sanctions targeting Iran's medicine,

medical equipment sectors

[ran'sMinisterofHealthand Medical Education Saeed

Namakisaid unilateral sanctionshave beentargeting

[ran'smedicineand medical equipmentneeded by

thenation.

Iran demands condemnation
of Fakhrizadeh assassination
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m— Nations General

In a statement
deliveredtothe
online session
ofthe High-level
Special Session
of the United

Assembly, Response to
COVID-19 Pandemic, held
inNew York3-4 December
2020, hefirstappreciated
"the United Nations to
hold High-Level Special
Session in response to
COVID-19 Pandemic to
share experience andto
demonstrate the utmost
highlevel commitment
tocurbthedisease which
strongly hit the globe
duringthelast11 months."
The Minister then noted
that"Sincethebeginning
of the outbreakin Iran,
accordingto the '"Whole
of Government, Whole
of Society' approach, the
National Committee to
Manage COVID-19 was
established under the
chairmanship of president
Rohani, fully supported
by Supreme Leader,
to utilize all capacities
at national level, to
monitorthedisease,and
to endorse strict public
health measuresto curb
thedisease.

Accordingly, our strong
PHCNetworkwasnotonly
the core ofthree rounds
of screening through
ElectronicHealth Records,
butwemanagedtosustain
Essential Health Services
to ensure maternal and
child care,immunization,
Tuberculosis and HIV
case management are
provided,and,asapioneer
in NCDs management, to

by IAEA

Iran's Ambassadorand Permanent Representative to the
International Organizationsin Vienna Kazem Gharibabadi
inaletter to International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Director-General Rafael Mariano Grossi called for clear
and unconditional condemnation of the assassination of
Martyr Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, a prominentIranian nuclear

and defense industry scientist.

In the letter a copy of which was sent to IRNA office in
London, he said thatthe assassination of Dr. Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh comes as continuation of the terroristacts
thatbegan adecadeago with the assassination of several
Iranian nuclearscientistsin2010,2011and 2012.

He said all these acts of terrorism require proper
attention from the international community and related

international organizations.

The Islamic Republic of Iran frankly expects the

continue healthservices
for chronicpatients and
mitigating risk factors.
The Government,
despite all restrictions
due to unlawful and

unilateral sanctions,
has provided special
financial packages forthe
poor and marginalized
population; has done
economic support
measures especially for
small businesses; and
implemented testing
and treatment coverage
programs for 3.5
millionlegal and illegal
Afghanimmigrants. We
have taken additional
environmental health
measuresatourborders
with neighboring
countries according to
IHR-2005,whichrequires
substantial  support
by Member States to

maintainnormaltrade.”
He also said that
"Covid-19 pandemic

sweptthe world severely,
providing many lessons
tobelearned nationally,
regionally and globally,
which demonstrated
unpreparedness of the
Global Community to
deal with a Pandemic.
Global preparednessand
emergencyresponse must
be atthe forefrontofthe

agendaofgovernments
and international
agencies for decades
to come. Leadership,
solidarity,inter-sectoral
collaboration, evidence-
basedinterventionsand
coordination between
countries are the tools
needed to manage
Covid-19 pandemic.
In addition, we need
to strengthen the IT
infrastructure to provide
more reliable data,
tele-medicine and tele-
educationinthenew era.
Iwouldlike to emphasize
the vital importance
of global solidarity and
international cooperation,
with full support to
the WHO, as the unique
platform for Global Health
activities, toovercomethis
pandemic. Timely, cost-
effective and equitable
access of all nations to
diagnostic, medical
equipment, medicines
andvaccinesare crucial,
with no discrimination,
sanction or unjustifiable
prioritization, as the
Secretary-General has

rightly pointed out."
Namaki added: "The
unilateral coercive

measuresimposed by the
Governemnt of United
States have negatively

International Atomic Energy Agency to condemn this
terroristactinatransparentand unconditional manner.

Immediately after the firstinstance of assassination of an
Iranian nuclear scientistin 2010, the Islamic Republic of
Iran,inaletterto the then IAEA director-general, strongly
protested the publication ofthe names ofits scientists and
expertsinthe [AEAreportsthathad been madeavailable to
itthroughrelated safeguardsactivities, Gharibabadi said.
The IAEA is strongly expected to end the process of
unnecessarily publishing detailed informationaboutIran's
nuclear programinitsreports, the Iranian official stressed.
Thereisclearevidence thatthe Israeliregime was involved
in the terroristattack, especially since Israeli officials
had repeatedly named Dr. Fakhrizadeh and planned to
assassinate him several times, he said, noting thatsucha
brutalactofterrorism, like any otheractofinternational a
terrorism, poses athreatto international peace and
security and is contrary to the fundamental principles
ofinternationallaw and the principles enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations as well as fundamental
humanrights.

affected the process of
combatingthe Pandemic
inmy country. Unilateral
illegalmeasures,hampers
easyaccessofthe people
to basic medical items
and requirements and
thus endangers health
of the Iranian citizens.
Medicines supply and
health commoditieshave
been targeted through
tightrestrictions offoreign
exchangeresources even
for these humanitarian
issues.

This Pandemicreminds
us how much we need
integrity, solidarity and
collaboration, at local,
regional,and globallevels.
While we are committed
tothe UNGATresolutions
and political declarations
on UHC, NCDs and
communicable diseases
suchasTB,thereisaneed
to re-visit the targets,
financingand approaches
as a response to the
pandemic, which hitthe
health infra-structures,
healthwork forceand the
economies. I call upon
international financial
organizations to provide
substantial financial
supports to Member
Statesregardless political
impediments.”

sidegiving. The factisthatthe United
Statesand other Europeanpartners
started with20+10."

"They wanted 20+10 years of
restrictions. This was the subject
ofnegotiationsfortwoyears, itwill
neverbenegotiated becauseitisa
clearsignofbadfaith,"hereiterated.
"Theissue of missile and the issue of
regional security were deliberately putaside

by all sidesnotbecause they gaveaconcession to Iran
butbecausethe other sides were not prepared to end their malign
behavioristhisarea," Zarifsaid.

NEWS

Iran warns about suspicious
moves byill-wishers of
Tehran-Kabul ties

Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh said on Thursday that while the
Khaf-Heratrailwayistobeinauguratedinthe
comingdays asasymbol of greatcooperation
between the two countries, itisinevitable to
take care of the suspicious actions of the ill-
wishers ofrelations between Tehranand Kabul.
Followingtherelease ofavideoin cyberspace
in which a number of people were beaten
by several people and attributed to Afghan
brothers, the policeannouncedinastatement
thattechnical investigationsindicate thatthe
videoreleased in cyberspace did nothappen
inlran,and Iran's police strongly denies that
suchtreatment of Afghan Muslim brotherstook
placeintheIslamic ReoublicofIran.
Regretting the occurrence of the incident
anywhereinthe world, Khatibzadeh called on
the Afghan friendly and brotherly officials to be
more careful in publishingthenewsand notto
rushinissuingofficial statements.

SCO Denounces Killing of

Top Iranian Physicist

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
strongly condemned the assassination of top
Iranian nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh.
In a statement on Thursday, the SCO
condemned theterroractand “all destabilizing
actsintheregion,aswell asterrorism, in any
form”.

Accordingto the organization, such actionsare
notonlyagainstallnorms ofintergovernmental
relations and international law but also
threaten peace and stabilityinafragileregion.
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization
expressed hope thatthe perpetrators of this
cowardly attack would be identified and
broughttojustice.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organizationisan
intergovernmental organization founded for
multilateral, political, economic, and security
cooperation.

China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan and India
are its main members, and Iran, Mongolia,
Afghanistanand Belarus are observers.
Fakhrizadeh, aseniornuclear and defense
scientist, was assassinated in a small city east
of Tehran on November27.

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council AliShamkhanisaysithasbecome clear
to Tehran that Munafeqin (Mujahedin-e Khalq
Organization terrorists), the Zionistregime,
andits spy service Mossad have been behind
the assassination attack.

believesthatadopting

dual standard approach towards countriesin the
fightagainstterrorism willnotonlybe unconstructive, but
willlead to the failure of the global fight against terrorism,
thelettersaid.

He also demanded the letter be circulated as an [AEA

official document.




New Parl. bill on nuclear power to create ‘big’

opportunities

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian says the newly-ratified bill of the Iranian

)«

Parliament will create ‘big opportunities’. “Diplomacy knows language of
power.Iran's Parlbill on 'sanctions removal' creates big opportunities,” the
Iranian Parliament Speaker's Special Aide for International Affairs tweeted on

Thursday.“US/E3 have discredited JCPOA not to let #Iran sell oil & getrevenues.
Russian, Chinese willis setfor cooperation & actsagnst US sanctions,” he added, highlighting that

20000 Rials

the “weapon of sanctions” mustbe broken down.The remarks come as the [ranian Parliament has

ratified anaction plan soasto counter US sanctions. The billhasalso been endorsed by the Guardian
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SCO condemns
Household gas- Fakhrizadeh
rovidi roi assassination
gr?l:,;dllﬁl;) OJCCts Shanghai Cooperation
° Organization (SCO) ina
dollars of revenues  statementon Thursday
for Iran denouncedassassination

of the Iranian defense
B industry scientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh,
describingitaheinous

Callsfor Reducing

GOV’tRoleillMillillgto act.In this statement,
Favor Private Sector the Organization offered
o condolences to the
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN Iranian government
d ! and the family of Martyr
Morning call to prayer: Fakhrizadeh.
05:25:12 The SCO strongly
Noon call to prayer: condemns all attempts
11:54:08 to destabilize peace
E ! in the region, as well
vening call to prayer: : :
as terrorism in any
17:16:22 form, the statement

said, noting that such
actions are not only
against all norms of
intergovernmental
relations and
international law, but
alsothreaten peace and
stability in the volatile
region.

WEATHER

Council. Thenew motion has called foranincrease in Iran’s nuclear capabilities in response to US
sanctionsand other JCPOA signatories’ failure to safeguard Iran’s economicinterests.

Minister: Sanctions targeting Iran's
medicine, medical equipment sectors

Rouhani:Assassination of scientist sign of

helplessness of enemies

Referring to the assassination of Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, Iranian
Presidentsaid thatthisterroristactshows the helplessness of
the sworn enemies of the Iranian nation against the scientific

andresearch movements.

In a telephone conversation with the
President of Turkey on Thursday, Hassan
Rouhaniexpressed his gratitude for Turkey's
sympathy with the Iranian people and also
the condemnation of this assassination by
Ankara, saying, "Itis completely clear to us
who did the assassination with the method
usedinit."

Rouhani stated thatin thelast months ofhis
life, this Iranian scientisthad spentmostofhis
time finding ways to combat coronavirus and
completingresearch to make diagnostickits
forthedisease,adding, "The assassination of
thisscientistwasagreatcrimeand inhumane
act."

"Undoubtedly, this terroristact shows the
helplessness and inability of the sworn
enemies of the Iranian nation againstthe
scientific and research movements of our
scientists and itis theright ofthe Iranian
government to take revenge on the blood of
thismartyr from the perpetrators attheright
time," he said.

Referring to the US President-elect's
remarks on the return of the United States
tothe]JCPOA, the Presidentsaid, "We have
repeatedly emphasised thatifthe other
parties to this agreement fulfil their
obligations, we will fulfil our obligations as
well.".

Referring to the process of cooperation
between Iranand Turkey, Rouhanisaid, "Both
countries' will was to develop economicand
traderelations, but unfortunately the US
sanctions prevented us from easily entering
into trade and economic and banking
cooperationbetweenus."

President Rouhani also emphasised the
developmentand deepeningofrelations with
Turkeyinall fields and the implementation

oftheagreements ofthe sixth meeting of the
Supreme Council for Strategic Cooperation
and the Joint Economic Commissions ofthe
two countries.

He also stressed the need for cooperation
and unanimity between Iran and Turkey on
internationalissuesandsaid, "To preventthe
infiltration ofthe enemies of Islam, repairing
the gap inthe World of Islam is an urgent
need and [ran and Turkey can consultand
worktogethertoreduce thediscordsinthe
World of [slamand invite the Islamic Ummah
tounity."

Referring to the continuing global crisis
of coronavirus, Rouhani emphasised the
participation and cooperation of the two
countriesin meeting the needs of medicine
and medical equipment, as well as the
exchange of experiences.

Referring to the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis
between Azerbaijan and Armenia, the
Presidentstressed the need to preventthe
infiltration of terroristsintheregionandthe
problemsarising fromit.

Inthistelephone conversation, the President
of Turkey expressed his condolences to
the government, the people of [ranand the
family ofthe Iranian scientist Martyr Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh, and strongly condemned this
terroristact, saying, "Thereisno doubtthat
this terroristactisaiming for peaceinthe
region.""l hope that the perpetrators of
this crime will be identified and brought to
justiceassoonaspossible,” said Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.Referring to the new international
situationand thebeginning ofanewerainthe
US government, the Turkish Presidentsaid,
"IThopethatinthenew USadministration, the
mentality of threats and sanctions will give
way to dialogue, cooperationand interaction
with countries."

Erdogan further stressed the need to further
develop and deepen Iran-Turkey relations
and stressed thattherapid implementation
and operation of the resolutions and
agreements of the Supreme Council for
Strategic Cooperation will be closely
followed.

Trump Running QOut of Time to Solidify
Immigration Agendaafter US Election Loss

US President Donald Trump's administration is pushing to
finalize new immigration restrictions before his term ends in

January,according to three senior homeland security officials,
alast-gasp effortinapolicy areathatwasa central focus during
hisfouryearsin office.

Themoves come evenas Democratic President-
elect]oe Biden has pledged to rescind many of
Trump'simmigration policies. By finalizingrules
thathavejustbeen proposed, orissuinglast-
minute orders, the administration could slow
down Biden's efforts to undo many of Trump's
signature measures thathave madeitharder
forimmigrants to enter and settle in the United
States.Acentral goal for Trump'slastfewweeksin
officeisreplacingalottery system used toaward
H-1Byvisastoskilled foreign workers, according
toofficialswith the US Department of Homeland
Security, who spoke on condition ofanonymity to
discuss governmentoperations. Instead,anew
selectionprocesswould favorvisaapplicants with
higher-payingjobs.

The Trump administrationarguedinaproposed
version of theregulationreleased in October
thatthe changeisneeded to better protect US
workers.White House senior adviser Stephen
Miller - considered thearchitect of Trump's hard-
lineimmigrationagenda- told Reuters over the
summer thatthe regulations meantto drive up
wagesin the H-1B program would be politically
unpopulartoreverse.Other measuresthatcould
behurried to the finishlineinclude newrules to
restrictaccess toasylumand aregulation that
wouldallowfederalimmigration officialsto collect
DNA from family-based visaapplicantsand the
UScitizens or permanentresidents who sponsor
them.

Another measure would tighten visarules for
international students, cultural exchange visitors
and foreignjournalists.

The changes would take the form of regulatory
actions thatare crafted by agencies and donot
require congressionalapproval butneed to follow
legal processesoutlinedinfederallaw.

News reports have also surfaced about a
possible Trump executive order to weaken the

constitutional rightto citizenship forall people
borninthe United States. A senior homeland
security official told Reuters, however, the effort
didnotappeartobeapriority forthe White House.
Acting DHS Deputy Secretary Ken Cuccinelliis
spearheadingthelast-ditchimmigration effort,
oneofficialtold Reuters,asthe president continues
topromote unfounded claims of widespread voter
fraud and hasnot conceded his Nov. 3 election
defeat.The White House and DHS declined to
comment.

Trumpisnotthefirstpresidentto engageina
last-minute policy push,accordingto Republican
strategistAlex Conant.

"Every outgoingadministrationtriestodoasmuch
asthey can before the clockruns out," he said.
"Therearealotoftruebelieversinthis White House
who thinkimmigrationisbad for the countryand
are spendingtheirlasthoursin power tryingto
cementtheirpolicies."

Mostof Trump'simmigration plans are unlikely
tobefinished, however; beforeheleavesofficeand
the onesthatare hastily pushed through willbe
vulnerableto courtchallenges.

Afederaljudge on Tuesdayblocked two different
fast-tracked Trump rules targeting the H-1B
program. Thejudge said theadministration failed
toshow "good cause" toskip regulatory stepsthat
typicallytakemonthsorlonger.

Rulesthathave nottaken effect by the time Biden
takes office on Jan. 20 could be delayed and
eventuallyrescinded,accordingto three experts
ingovernmentregulations.

Anyworkin Trump's final month in office will
alsolikelybe slowed down by the Christmasand
New Year's holidays and possible departures of
Trump appointees, whichis typical for outgoing
administrations.One closelywatched policyarea
will be any final Trump actions related to the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program,whichwasinstituted by PresidentBarack
Obama,whom Bidenservedasvicepresident.The
Supreme CourtinJunethwarted Trump'sattempt
toend DACA, which offers deportation relief
and work permits to some 646,000 "Dreamer”
immigrants brought to the United States as
childrenbutwholacklegalstatus.
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