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attraction

I
Dasht-e Kavir,
The Great Salt
Desert

Dasht-e Kavir, also
known the Great Salt
Desert,isalarge desert
lyinginthe middle of the
Iranian plateau, about
300 kilometers east-
southeast of Tehran.
The desertisabout800
kilometerslongand 320
kilometers wide, and
composed of mud andsalt
marshes (kavirs). Tens
ofmillions of years ago,
thisregion wasoccupied
by asalt-rich ocean that
surround asmall piece of
continentin whatis now
central Iran. Asthe ocean
dried up, itleftbehind a
layer of saltasmuchas 6
to 7 kilometers thick.
Over time, the layer of
salt was buried under
a thick layer of mud.
Butsalthasa fairly low
density —lowerthanthe
layer of mud and rocks
underneath which the
saltlayerlay.Soitstarted
pushingup through the
overlying sedimentand
eventually, over millions
ofyears, the saltbroke
through and formed
domes. The saltdomes
of Dasht-e Kavir are
probably some of the
best examples of this
geological phenomenon.
Geologistshaveidentified
about50largesaltdomes
in this region. Some of
the domes have been
erodedawaybywindand
rain exposing its cross-
section.

Although it looks like
ahard surface, the salt
crustisonlyafewinches
thick, below which lies
softgrease-like mud the
[ranians called “Charbeh”
thatisextremely difficult
togetoutofifone were
to get stuck. Because
of this travelling
in Dasht-e Kavir is
extremely dangerous.
Thesoilis sterileand not
suitable for cultivation.
The desert is almost
uninhabited and only
partly explored. Human
settlingis restricted to
scattered oases, where
wind-blockinghousing
constructionsareraised
to deal with the harsh
weather conditions.
Some live in the hills
and the surrounding
mountains. Wild sheep,
camels, goatsand Persian
leopardsalsoliveinthe
mountainousareas.
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Natanz attractions notjust
fornuclearissues

S T - -..‘f—

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Revival of worn-out textures;
from words to action

Sayingthatthe worn-outtextures of Isfahan are
extendinglike cancer, an architecture expert
said, “Regarding the reviving of the worn-
our texture, slogans have been more popular
than taking the necessary actions, however,
words are notdeeds.” “Good measures have
notbeentakenoutregardingtherevival of the
worn-out textures; decaying urban areas will
be extended, if seriousactions are nottaken,”
Hamed Shafiee said.Referring to the historical
value of Isfahan metropolis, he said, “by proper
planning, therequired infrastructures canbe
developedtoattracttourists. We should not give
the opportunity of attracting tourists to other
cities thatdon’thave the same capabilities of
the historical city of Isfahan, on the other hand
we should continuously try to preserve and
develop the touristattractionsin our city.”
Pointing to this fact that Isfahan is known
for its cleanliness, Shafiee noted, “The
cleanliness of Isfahanis a capability that has
beenachieved with the mutual effortof citizens
and the municipality; gaining the culture of
keepingthe city clean was notpossible without
implementingthe policies of the municipality.”
“Undoubtedly, Isfahan municipality has
reached an acceptablelevel regarding the
activitiesrelated to the urban services.Isfahan
always being known for its cleanliness and
the green space preservation,” he said while
addressingtheroleand performance of Isfahan
municipality inthe urbanservices.

For more than a decade, the
name of Natanz in Isfahan
province hasbeen associated
withits nuclear energy facility.
A Google search provides
413,000 instances most
of which pertain to nuclear
issues. However, to an Iranian,
it brings to mind rare and
unique mementos suchasa
type of pear grown in Tameh
Village.

Natanz city, the center of Natanz
county, is of the historical and
central gardencities of [Iran which
islocated inIsfahan province and
between theroad from Isfahan to
Kashan, on the slopes of Karkas
mountains. The most prominent
feature of this county is its fine
and clean weather, which has
transformed Natanzintoa green
pearllike haven in the midst of
the scorching hotdeserts. With
its own special famous rarities
and a collection of rare ancient
monuments and natural beauties,
this county, is visited annually
by domesticand foreign tourists
alike. Located 326 km from
Tehran, 138 km from Isfahan
and 74 km from Kashan, Natanz
isontheback of famous Karkas
mountain range and enroute to
Isfahan’s deserts.

The city boasts of dozens of
aqueducts which were influential
increatinggardensandlogged the
city asone of the mostbeautiful
garden cities. Accordingto 2011
census, Natanz population was
42,239.

Unemploymentrate is very high
among the youth and migration
fromvillagesto citiesis common
in Isfahan province. Therefore,
investmentin tourism sector can
injectanewlife into the city’s
economy.

Tourism experts differentiate

between tourism potentials and
theactual attractions. Iftourism
potentials are tapped and
completed with infrastructures
such as roads, transportation
system, rest and recreation
compounds, they will turn into
tourism attractions. Therefore,
Natanzis the city with tourism
potentials which have notbeen
turned into attractionsyet.

Due to its appropriate climate
and geographicallocation, itisan
important crossroadslinking the
north to south and central Iran.
Since publicity for Natanz is
poor,some of its potentials are
attributed to the adjacentcity of
Kashan.

Natanz attractions are
categorized into two groups. The
firstincludeslandscapesoutside
the city’s periphery,i.e. Abyaneh
Village, Badroud city and Aqa Ali
Abbas Shrine which are situated
better than thosein the second
group which includes attractions
thatarelocated within the city.
Natanz’ gloryreachedits zenith
duringtherule of Safavid dynasty.
The two palaces of Abbasabad
and Tajabad are historical
monuments which were built
duringthe Safavid era.

The city is also home to many
holy shrines, some of which are
mentioned as follows:
Monastery and tomb of Sheikh
Abdol Samad Isfahaniis the most
significant historical monument
of the city. Dating back to 700
years, itis the symbol of the city.
Sheikh Abdol Samad Isfahani
was anoted mystic who lived in
Natanz during Ilkhanid era. He
died atthe end ofthe 13th century
CE. The monastery’s portal
has been inspired by Iranian
architecture and adorned with
beautiful decorations.

The monastery’s altar was stolen
in 20th century butiteventually
reappearedin Victoriaand Albert

Museum, in London.

There is an ancient sycamore
tree in front of the tomb. It is
considered as one of the most
importantnatural attractions of
Iran.

Natanz]Jame’ Mosqueislocated
near Sheikh Abdol Samad Isfahani
Tomb.Itsdomehouseisaheritage
of Al-e Bouyeh dynasty. This time,
the altar was plundered by the
Europeans.
Anothertouristspotin the city of
Natanz Fireplace, whichisnextto
Jame’ Mosque.Itdates backtothe
pre-Islamicera.

Natanz Mir Mosque is located
in the vicinity of Sheikh Abdol
Samad Isfahani Tomb. It has a
famous altar with beautiful
plasterwork.

According to André Godard, a
renowned French architectand
constructor of National Museum
ofIran, the altar of Mir Mosque is
more delicate thanthe onelocated
inIsfahanJame’ Mosque.
Afooshteh historical district,
which has large gardens with
sycamore trees, is the second
tourist site of the city. The
districtused to be the city’s chief
residence with political and
military importance. Itishometo
ancient monuments pertaining
to the Teymurid and Safavid eras.
Afooshteh Pantry was the resting
place ofthe kings and aristocrats
during the Safavid era.
Afooshteh Bath (built in pre-
Safavid era) and Afooshteh Jame’
Mosque are among the must-see
sites of the district.

Natanz was also one of the
interesting hunting grounds of
Safavid king Shah Abbas. It is
said thatthe king had a goshawk
whichdiedin 1580 CE. When the
kingreturned from hunting, he
ordered the construction of a
memorialin memory of the bird
on one of the peaks of Karkas
Mountain.

The most
prominent
feature of this
countyisits
fineandclean
weather, which
has transformed
Natanzinto
agreen pearl
likehavenin
the midst of the
scorching hot
deserts.
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Grandma’s Table: Cozy
Home Cooked Food In
Central Esfahan

SandraD: good alternative place to eat

This little placeisnotin the tik of things. The
settingisfine,butnotatmospheric. However, the
food is healthy, reasonably priced, and varied.
Notbrilliantbut consistently good, changes evry
nightofthe week. The serviceis efficientand
friendly.

ArnoyK:thelLittlejewel in Esfahan

Such an amazingly friendly and tasty place to
go!Iprefernottoeatmeatand they were having
several vegan choices. [ wasbeing served by the
owner I think, he told me thathe and his mother
(whoiscooking) are vegetarian.

JuliaZ782: Awesome place with veggie food
Grandma’s Table has a greatatmosphere and
interesting menu. The staffis super friendly and
speaks English fluently. The mostimportant
thing for me was abig choice of vegetarian food,
which generallyisnoteasyto findinIran;) The
foodistastyandthe pricesare decent.Idefinitely
recommend this place!

Maddi321, San Sebastian - Donostia, Spain:
Delicioustraditional food

We usually try to go to traditional restaurants/
bars/placesand atfirstsight; thisdid notseem
so traditional, with an English name and full of
tourist’s. However,do notbelieve always in your
eyes. Grandma’s table was DELICIOUS! We ate
Dolme and some other delicious dishes made
with vegetables. Really, we recommend itin
Isfahan. Good price.




US Grants BP, Serica

License to Run Iran-Owned

North Sea Field

The United States has granted BP and Serica
Energyanewlicense torunaNorth Sea gas field
partly owned by Iranin arare exemption by US
President Donald Trump’s administration as
it prepares torenew sanctions on Tehran next

month.

The waiver extension will allow Serica to
complete the acquisition of BP’s stake in the

Total’s stakesin Bruce and Keith, Sericasaidin a
statement, Reutersreported on Tuesday.

Rhum, which supplies around 5 percent of
Britain’s gasdemand, is halfowned by Iranian Oil
Company, asubsidiary ofthe national oil company.
The US Office of Foreign Assets Control extended a
license for USand US-owned or controlled entities
to provide goods, services and supportthe Rhum
field.

Renewed US sanctions on Tehran, which will take
full effecton Nov. 4,ban US companies and citizens
from doing business with Iranian companies as
well as transactionsindollars.

Rhum, Bruce and Keith fields, as well as buying

NEWS

Qatar Airways will continue flights to

Iran

Qatar Airways Group has expressed its commitmentto
continuingflightsto Iran, sayingitwillnotbe affected
by the US sanctions against the Islamic Republic.
Addressingahigh-profile business conference in the
Qatari capital of Doha on Monday, the airline's Chief
Executive, Akbar Al Baker, said services to Iran would
continue despiteatightening economicand political
squeeze on Iran by the United States.
"Aviationisnotasanctioned industry, Qatar Airways
will continue to operateinto the citiesweare currently
operatinginlIran,”hesaid.

Headded, "OurflightstoIran willnotbeaffected.”
Accordingto the website of Qatar Airways, theairline's
Iran destinationsinclude the cities of Mashhad and
Shirazand daily flights to the capital of Tehran.

The United Statesimposedafirstround ofits sanctions
onlranin August, targeting the Islamic Republic's
accesstothe USdollar, metals trading, coal, industrial
software, and auto sector after Washington withdrew
in May froma 2015 international nuclear deal. A
second round, forthcoming on November 4, will be
targetingIran’s oil salesand its Central Bank.

China, Belgium, US toinvest millions

of dollarin Fars prov.

The Director General of Fars province Economic
Affairs and Finance Department General Babak
Daeirevealed the investmentof countriesincluding
China, Belgium and the United States in the provincial
projectsinthe fields of supplying energy, processing
petrochemicalsand constructinginfrastructuresin
health sector.

Inthisregard, projectshave been proposed to foreign
investors,he maintained.

Hewentontosay thatfive foreigninvestment projects
have been approved by the provincial Board to
Support Foreign Investment, adding, “with the
coordination made inthisregard, foreign investors
from China, Belgium and the United States will invest
indevelopmentofprovincial projects.”

Three projects have been presented to Chinese
investorsinthe field of generating solar energy while
one petrochemicals processing projecthasbeen
submitted to Belgianinvestors, he said, adding, “one
projecthasbeen delegated to the Iranian-American
investorsinthehealthcareand treatmentsector.”
Allthe aforementioned projects will be launched
in cooperation with foreign investors within the
framework of joint venture (JV) contract, Daei
reiterated.

Accordingly, Chinese side willinvest 8.5§ millionin
Pasargad -10MW solar power plant, 9.7$ million in
Larestan-10MW solar power plant,and 500,000$ in
Adabeh for producing granule and recyclables from
polyethylene and polypropylene, headded.
Belgianinvestorswillalsoinvest7.2$billionina-5MW
solar power plantin Qirand Karzin, Fars province, he
added.

The new license

is

conditional onthe setting

up of an escrow account
thatwill hold all profits
fromthefield foraslong
as the sanctions are in
place, Sericasaid.

A similar mechanism was
setin placeinthe previous
round of US sanctions on Iran.

Thenewlicenseisvalid until October

2019,31

and may be renewed upon application, Serica

said.

CBI head says majorpartofUS
sanctions rendered ‘inefliective’

Governor of Central Bank of
Iran Abdolnaser Hemmatisaid
amajor partof US economic
sanctions against Tehran has
beenrendered ineffective due
to CBI'seffortsand policies.

“Our efforts have rendered a
greatpartofsanctionsineffective,
and fortunately, the country
has a good enough backing to
withstand an economic war,”
the Central Bank of Iran quoted
Abdolnaser Hemmatias saying
on Tuesday.

Following Donald Trump’s
withdrawal from the 2015
Iran nuclear deal, the US has
reinstated economicsanctions
againstlIran,and made efforts
to preventother countries from
doingbusiness with the Islamic
Republic. The second batch of US
sanctions, targetingIran’s oiland

Saudis notreplacing Iran’s
oil exports: oil minister
Zanganeh

The marketwillnever buy Saudi Arabia’s
claimthatithasbeen compensating for
theloss of Iran’s oil exports, Iranian Oil
Minister, Bijan Zanganeh said, adding
that Saudi Arabia officials have been
claiming they are able to offsetIranian
lossesunder U.S. pressure.“Such brags
would only satisfy US President Donald
Trump but the market would never
buy suchaclaim,” Iran’s Oil Ministry’s
news service Shana quoted Zanganeh

remarks by Saudi

bankingsectors, willbeimposed
onNov.4,aspartof Washington’s
economic war waged against
Tehran.The CBI governor went
ontoadd thatthe Central Bank
hasbeen given permits from the
heads ofthe three branches of
government to have an active
presenceinthe currency market,

as saying, in response to last week’s

Mohammed bin Salman thatthe Saudis
were offsetting Iranianlossesand even
more.“Itseems thatsuch remarks were
made under U.S. pressure on Saudi
authorities; otherwise inreality, neither
Saudis nor any other countries could
replace Iran’s exports,” the oil minister
ofIransaidinreaction to the Saudiclaim,
OilPricereported.He once againinsisted
thatlIran’s exportcan’tbe completely
halted.Accordingto the [ranian minister,
the higher Saudi supply to the market
inrecentweeksistheresultoftapping

inanefforttoreignin

intervention of the

some ofitslostvalues.

currency markethas succeeded
inbringingrelative calm to the
market, helpingtherial toregain

the plunge

ofthevalue of national currency Ougeffoéts hCWet
; : rendered agrea

the rlal. agalnst US dollar. part of sanctions

Reportsindicate thattherecent ineffective,and

fortunately, the
countryhasagood
enoughbacking
towithstandan
economicwar

CBIl in the

Crown Prince

intoits spa
rising pric

shortage o

its oil inventories rather than tapping

re capacity.“The marketand
esare the bestevidence of

concernthatthe marketisinshortsupply
andisrightly nervous aboutthe severe

foilin the coming months,”

Zanganeh was quoted as saying.
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o Indiasaysit
won'tplayball
with U.S.on Iran

oil sanctions

The U.S.’ssanctions on
Iranian oil come into
effecton Nov. 4, butat
leastone country saysit
won'tbe playingball.
India’'soilandnaturalgas
minister, Dharmendra
Pradhan, confirmed
Monday thattwo Indian
oilcompanieswould be
buying Iranian crude
in November. Reuters
hadreported on Friday
thatIndiawould buy 9
millionbarrelsoflranian
oilnextmonth.
Indiaistheworld’sthird-
largestoilimporter;and
Iran’s second-biggest
oilcustomerafter China.
China is reportedly
reducingits oilimports
from Iran, though it’s
notlikelyto fully comply
withtheU.S.demands.
The Indian ordershave
reportedly been placed
by Indian Oil Corp (10C)
and MangaloreRefinery
and Petrochemicals
Ltd (MRPL).According
to CNBC, Pradhan said
India may use rupees
rather than dollars to
buytheoil,inanattempt
toskirtthesanctions.
TheU.S.isimposingthe
sanctions because Iran
hasrenegedona2015
nuclear deal—apoint
on which other major
powersdisagree—and
becauseitwantsIranian
forcestopull outofSyria

Qatar

The chairman of Iran-Qatar
Chamber of Commerce
expressed Iran’sreadiness
toplayabiggerroleinQatar’s
market.

Adnan Mousapour,aboard
member of Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture,
made the statementin the

The official added that
talks are underway with
Qatari sides to survey the
capacities of Iranian firms
activein differentscopes of
the industry to boost future
cooperation.

“Introducing the collective
potentials of the chamber
to the Qatari traders and
businesspersons, as well as

arerepresenting the Islamic
RepublicinIPEC.
Accommodated inapavilion
ofabout1000square meters,
the companies, all from
Iran’s private sector, are
showcasing their products
including rugs, furniture,
food products, home
decorations and plastics.
The three-day event will

/
0 International Products marketingandtakingnew bringgoldenopportunities
Iran cyemg Exhibition and Conference membersarealsohighonthe for Iranian players active
stronger market (IPEC), which opened in agendaduringtheevent,”he intheindustry asthey can
presence ill Doha, Qatar on Monday. added.Some44Iranianfirms benefitfromdirectaccessto

projectsand investors.
Reportedly,Iran’s trade with
the Qatar amounted close to
$300million during the past
Iranian year thatended on
March 20.Representatives
from Kuwait, Oman, Jordan,
Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia,
Turkey, Pakistan, Azerbaijan
and Tajikistan, have also
attended the exhibition.

/
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Tehran getting ready for hosting
major nano trade show

The 11th International
Nanotechnology Festival and
Exhibition (Iran Nano 2018),
a reputable trade show
organized by INIC, will be held
on13-160ctober2018atTehran
International Exhibition Center.

The International
Nanotechnology Festival and
Exhibitionis afour-day event
showcasing products related
to water and environment,
energy, healthcare,automotive,
construction, textile, petroleum,
agriculture and packaging

and other fields in the IT and
technologyindustry.
Duringthisyear’srunoftheevent,
33industrial projects together
with six winners of the nano
challenge program, will be put
ondisplayattheindustryand
marketingworkshopstand.
According to the head of Iran
Nanotechnology Initiative
Council (INIC), Saeid Sarkar,
delegations from South Korea,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Russia,
Ecuador, Armenia, Oman will
takepartinthe exhibition.

andlrag.

The news of India’s
continued importation
of [ranian crudehada
positive effect on oil
prices,with Brentcrude
down %1.6 to 82.79%
at the time of writing
on Monday morning.
Theindustryhasbeen
worryingthatanentirely
effectivebanonIranian
oilexportswould strain
supplies.

Another factor easing
thosefearswasaFriday
Reuters report that
citedanunnamed U.S.
government official
as saying the Trump
administration is
considering waivers
on its sanctions for
countries thatagreeto
reduce theirimports of
Iranianoil.
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Iran, Russia
Callfor
Confronting
US'Aggressive
Policies

Iranian Parliament
Speaker Ali Larijani
and Russian State
Duma Speaker
Vyacheslav Volodin
inameetingin Turkey
underlined the need
for broadening of
mutual cooperation
between Tehran and
Moscow to confront
Washington's
unacceptable policies.
During the meeting
inthe Turkishresort
city of Antalya on
Monday, Larijani and
Volodin explored
avenues forbolstering
and reinvigorating
mutual cooperation
in different fields as
well as finding ways
to overcome the US
sanctions.
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Iranforeign
ministermeets
incomingSCO
chief

Iranian foreign minister
conferred on issues
of mutual interest
with the incoming
secretary general ofthe
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO).
Vladimir Norovis now
director ofthe Institute
for Strategicand Inter-
regional Studies which
isundertheauspicesof
PresidentofUzbekistan
who was appointed as
secretary general of
the SCO in Qingdao
summit for the period
fromJanuary 2019,1
toDecember2021,31,
replacing Rashid
Alimov from Tajikistan.
During the meeting,
Zarif and Norov
discussed bilateral ties
aswell as theregional
issues.Theyunderlined
improvementofthetwo
countries' relationsin
variousfields of politics,
economy, culture,
research, transit and
tourism.Zarif  and
Norov discussed also
fighting terrorism, in
particular, Daesh (ISIS).
The Iranian foreign
minister congratulated
Norovonhiselectionas
SCO chief.

USis upsetover Iran-Turkey’s
friendly ties: Larijani

Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said inameeting
with his Turkish counterpart Binali Yildirim that the
US and someregional countries are upsetatseeingthe
friendly and strategicties between Tehran and Ankara.

“Following the successful measures taken by Iran, Russia
and Turkey in settling the Syrian issue, their [US and
regional states] concerns only continued to grow, butIran
and Turkey, with their stronghistorical roots, willnotbe
shakenintheface of such threats,” said Iranian Parliament
Speaker Ali Larijaniin a meeting with Turkish Grand

National Assembly Speaker, Binali Yildirim, on Tuesday.
Thetalkswere held on the sidelines of the 3rd meeting of
Speakers of Eurasian Countries' Parliaments currently
underway in Antalya, with parliamentary heads and
delegations from 38 countries, including Iran, in
attendance.

The Turkish official, for his part, stressed that Iran and
Turkey have always stood by each other’s side, adding
thatthe Iran-Turkey-Russiainitiative for puttingan end to
the Syrian civil war has upsetsome countries to the point
where they have started to play other gamesagainstthese
three countries, implying the sanctions regime.

He said Iran, Turkey and Russia could expand their

Saudi Petro-Dollars Keep
Washington at Warin Yemen
4 ' 1 7 _al

Christian-Zionist
lobbyists and publicists
areusing the deep pockets
of the Saudi royals to
spread their anti-Iran
propaganda, highlighting
the criminal work thatthe
USgovernmentisdoingin
Yemen.

The Saudi blockade of the country
andthe American-backed,armed,and
fueledairstrikesarekilling civiliansat
weddings, funerals, school bustrips,
and other civilian events. All of thisis, in
addition, helpingto createagrotesque
famine,apotential disaster ofthe most
extremesortand theveryreasonsuch
humanitarianassistanceisneeded. This
iswhiletheworld communityislooking
theotherway.

And evenifthe facts aren’t on their
side,thedollarsare.Since March2015,
thatreality has proven remarkably
convincingin Washington, as copious
dollars flowed from Saudi Arabia
to US military contractors (whoare
makingbillions sellingweaponstothat
country), tolobbying firms, and via
thosefirmsdirectlyinto Congressional
coffers. Thisishow US foreign policyis
determined: Make wars, sellarms, get
involved, pocketthemoney,and dismiss
responsibility.

Tragically, Yemen'’s impoverished
civilian population hasbeen caughtin
themiddle of suchacriminal foreign
policy, this contagion of US-backed,
Saudi-led war and hostilities, with
Human Rights Watch finding that
60 percent of civilian deaths have
resulted fromairstrikes.Itreportsthat
“airstrikeshave damaged or destroyed
numerous civilian objectsincluding
homes, markets, hospitals,and schools,
as well as commercial enterprises
which appear to be in violation of
internationallaw”.

The effects oftheillegal conflicthave
been compounded by an air, land
and seablockade of Yemenimposed
from November 2017 by Riyadh and
Washingtonallegedly “to stem the flow
ofarmstothe HouthisfromIran.” The
blockade of Hodeida portin particular
hasbeen disastrous foracountry 90
percent dependent on imports, 70
percentofwhich camethroughtheport.
Thewarandblockadehaspushedsome
sevenmillion people to the brink of

Turkey Urges Saudis to Prove Missing Journalist Left Consulate

he feared retribution for his criticism of

famineandleftnearly900,000infected
with cholera. Butwho cares,aslongas
Americamakesmoney.

Ironically, the same war industry
officials on the Capitol Hillwho are
callingon Saudi Arabiatolifttheillegal
blockade on Yemen, arealsoendorsing
additional requests from their Arab
allies fighting Yemen - mainly Saudi
Arabiaand the UAE - for thousands
of new US-made weapons, including
missilesand bombs, torebuild depleted
armsstockpiles. This showshow Saudi
Arabiahasbecometheworld’slargest
importerofweaponsand fourthlargest
militaryspender.
Addingtotheconcernisthefactthatthe
spendingspree onarmscomesagainst
thebackground ofamarked increase
inmilitaryinterventions by the USand
itsAraballiesintheregion.Inaddition,
anew Saudi-led military alliance -
announced this year and dubbed
the “Arab Nato” - appears primarily
designedasanewfoiltolrantoadvance
the United States’agendaatthe costof
Arabstates.

Allthisisjustthethinedge ofthewedge.
TheSaudi-ledwaron Yemenisthelatest
manifestation of Arabinterventionism,
a trend that has been gaining
momentuminthe Middle Eastsincethe
Saudiinterventionin Bahrain during
the Arabuprisings. These autocratic
regimes appear to be increasingly
willingtouse their American weapons
toattackanyneighborthatdoesn’tlike
themand pursuetheirillicitinterestsin
crisiszonesacrosstheregion.

Ontop ofthat,whenitcomestohowthe
USperceivesitsdestabilizingarmssales
tothe Middle Easterndictatorships, it
tendstobeseenasadomesticeconomic
issue - “protecting our factories” or

“making Americagreatagain”-instead
ofavertinghumanitarian disaster or
institutionalizinganon-violentconflict-
resolutionmechanism followingawar.
Thatneglects the regional political
dimensionstoo, witharmssalestaking
place with alack of regard for that
context and without international
accountability atthe United Nations.
Speaking of the UN, the world body
should aim to restore itself as the
globallymandated bodythathas what
ittakestostopthe US-backed and Saudi-
ledwar,andretainoversightoverit. The
UN must exert pressure onthe USto
endtargetingandrefuelingassistance
for Saudi and UAE warplanes that
aredeliberatelybombingthe civilian
population. By taking the side of the
Saudisandtheirallies, the UN cannot
bringstability to the region, nor canit
increase prospectsforpeacein Yemen.
Itsinaction hasonly helpedtoturna
horrible circumstanceintoanightmare.
To thatend, the UN member states
should getmembers of the Security
Council to embrace their legally
defined duty to make decisions about
whethersome ofthem should involve
themselvesin battlefield to stop this
illegal war. No member state should
beallowed to go outofits way toblock
Security Councilactionthatmightcheck
and balance the Saudimilitarismin
Yemen.

Itistime for the UN Security Council to
forceavote.Iftheysucceed, thisopens
upthepossibilitythata Council thathas
beenderelictinits duty mightactually
getontherightside ofhistory-andplay
arealroleinaddressingand endingone
ofthe world’slargesthumanitarian
crises.Thetimetoactisnow.

report

over

regional cooperation in Syria by
overcoming all oppositions
in order to add newer
dimensions to
defenseand militaryissues.
Yildirim then voiced regret

withdrawal from the Iran
nuclear deal, stressing thatIran
and Turkey could not just stand
asideand watch asthe US’ unpredictable

security,

US unilateral

measures continued to alter the course of regional

The Saudi-led
waronYemen
isthe latest
manifestation

of Arab
interventionism,
atrendthathas
been gaining
momentumin
the Middle East
sincethe Saudi
interventionin
Bahrainduring
the Arab uprisings.
These autocratic
regimes appear
tobeincreasingly
willingtouse

their American
weaponsto attack
any neighborthat
doesn’tlikethem
and pursue their
illicitinterestsin
crisis zones across
theregion.

developments.
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Basij Commander: Al Saud,
Zionists Proxies of USin Waron

Iran
Commander of Iran’s Basij Force Brigadier
General Gholam Hossein Gheibparvar
denounced the Zionistregime of Israel and
the Al Saudiregime astwo stooges ofthe USin
carryingouthostile plotsagainstIran.
Addressing a cultural event on Tuesday,
General Gheibparvarsaid the Islamic Republic
isfightinga full-fledged war against the global
arrogance, as the US president is overtly
expressinghostility towards Iran.
Slamming Saudi Arabiaand Israel astwohands
ofthe USintheregion,the commandersaid the
“evil Al Saud and the fake regime occupying
al-Qudsareaidingand abetting the war on the
Islamic Revolution of [ran viaheavy spending
andintelligence measures.”
His comments came a day after Commander
of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) Major General Mohammad Ali Jafari
decried the Israeliregime for backing anti-
Iranian groups for the purpose of upsetting
the Islamic Republic’s security.Last month,
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khameneideplored the “evil” policy
ofthe global arrogance to create insecurity
and instability in the Middle East, praising
Iran’sresistance againstsuch a policy.The
Leader stated thatIran’s powerful resistance
hasthwarted the US goalsintheregion,adding
“The world political and intelligent analysts
areastonished and acknowledge the fact that
Iran, by relyingon God and counting onnational
power, has defeated the world powersin the
region.”

Speaker: Iran Tries to Save
JCPOA

Iran’s Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said
Tehran would continue efforts to preserve the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
the multilateral nuclear deal from which the US
withdrew in May.

Inameeting with Chairman of Russia’s State
Duma Vyacheslav Viktorovich Volodin in
Turkey on Monday, Larijani said Iran will
keep trying to save the JCPOA, butexpects the
Europeanstohonor their commitments swiftly
aswell.The USpolicies oninternational issues
have become harsherand more problematic,
Larijanialsodeplored.

He further hailed the growing commercial ties
between Iran and Russia after a high-profile
meeting of the parliaments of the two states,
held in Russia’s Volgogradin early September.
The meeting between Larijaniand Volodin
washeld in Antalya on the sidelines ofthe third
annual gathering of parliamentspeakers ofthe
Eurasian countries.

The conferenceisattended by 20 parliament
speakersand parliamentary delegations from
17 Asianand European nations.

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan on
Monday called on Riyadh to prove its
claimthatSaudiArabianjournalist]Jamal
Khashoggi,whohasbeenmissingsincelast
week, leftthe Saudi consulatein Istanbul.

The disappearance of Khashoggi,
previouslyaprominentnewspapereditor
inSaudiArabiaandanadvisertoits former
head of intelligence, has sparked global
concern, particularly after Turkish sources
said over the weekend thatauthorities
believed hewaskilled inside the consulate.
KhashoggileftSaudiArabialastyear, saying

Saudi policyinthe kingdom’s war against
Yemen and its crackdown on dissent.
He entered the consulate in Istanbul
last Tuesday to get documents for his
forthcoming marriage. Saudi officials have
said thatheleftshortly afterwardsbuthis
fiancée, who was waiting outside, said he
neverappeared.

“We have to get an outcome from this
investigation as soon as possible. The
consulate officials cannotsave themselves
by simply saying ‘hehasleft’,” Erdogan told

anews conferencein Budapest, whereheis
onan official visit, Reutersreported.
Erdogan, who said he was personally
followingthe case,added that Turkey had
nodocumentsor evidence regarding the
case.

ASaudisourceatthe consulate hasdenied
that Khashoggi had been killed at the
missionand said thattheaccusationswere
baseless. The consulatehasalsodenied that
Khashoggiwasabducted.

Saudi Ambassador to the United States
Prince Khalid bin Salman, the Saudi Crown

Prince’s

brother, echoed these

comments in a statement, adding that

his country has sent a security team,

with Turkey’s approval, to assistin the
investigation.




Qatar Airways will continue flights to
Iran

Qatar Airways Group has expressed its commitment to continuing flights
tolran, sayingitwillnotbe affected by the US sanctions againstthe Islamic
Republic.

Addressingahigh-profilebusiness conference inthe Qataricapital of Doha
onMonday, theairline's ChiefExecutive, Akbar Al Baker; said servicesto Iran
would continue despite atightening economicand political squeeze onIran
by the United States.
"Aviationisnotasanctioned industry, Qatar Airways will continueto operateintothe
citiesweare currently operatingin Iran," he said...
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Warin Yemen IranNano
- 2018 toOpen
Saudisnot onSat.
. ’
replacing Iran’s The 11thInternational
oil exports: oil Nanotechnology
o o ter7Z, h Festival and Exhibition
minister Zangane (Iran Nano 2018) will
kick off on Saturday
Natanz. October 13 atthe Tehran
glttractlons not International Exhibition
.!llSt fornuclear Center.The reputable
issues S trade showisorganized
by IranNanotechnology
Initiative Council (INIC)
Morning calltoprayer: and this edition of the
04:43:23 exhibition willcome to
Nooncalltoprayer: anendonOctober1.6.
y The International
11:50:20
[ | Nanotechnology
Eveningcalltoprayer: Festival and Exhibition
17:54:31 is a four-day event

showcasing products
related to water and
environment, energy,
healthcare, automotive,
oo construction, textile,
petroleum, agriculture
and packaging and
otherfieldsinthelITand
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CBl head says majorpartofUS
sanctions rendered ‘ineffective’

High:27°c

Low:11°c

Sunny;nice

technologyindustry.

Isfahan Steel Company tried hard to
reduce air pollution

"It has cost too much to reduce the pol-
} lutants of Isfahan Steel Company to
the standard level, many measures
have been carried out to control the pollution
emitted from Isfahan Steel Company during the
recent years," CEO of Isfahan Steel Company
said.
Pointingto the decisions of the Steel Company
managementtoward reducing the pollutants,
Mansour Yazdizadeh said, "It should be said
thatpollutants are the essence of the country's
industries, and itis notlimited to the Steel
Company. Of course, pollution controlis an
important matter for us; so, this company has
tried hard toreduce the existing pollutants as
the Steel Company and also people of Lenjan
County are concerned aboutthe environmental
issues."
"People and official authorities of Lenjan
County should not neglect this issue. The

workers atthe floor of the Steel Company are
exposedtoit,and certainly their healthisvery
important for us and we don’teverignore
people'shealth," he continued.

"The Steel Company has tried toreduce the
amount ofits water consumption as much as
possible, therefore,alarge amountofrequired
wateris provided from the waste water of the
neighboringcities," he noted.

EU trying to strengthen trade relations with
Iran: Danish ambassador

The Danish Ambassador to Iran Danny Annan
criticized US unilateral exit from the JCPOA, saying
that Denmarkalong with other countries is trying to
strengthen commercial ties with Iran.

EU trying to strengthen trade relations with Iran:
Danish ambassadorDuring separate meetings with
anumber ofreligious minorities’ MPs, he hailed
constructive ties between Iran and Denmark,
saying that political dialogues between the two
countries athigherlevels, cooperation between the
two governments, academic collaboration as well
asenhanced bilateral ties show positive relations
between Iran and Denmark.“Iran as one of the
countries wherein divine religions areliving together
peacefullyisatthe center of Denmark’sattention,” he
said.North Armenians’ MP Karen Khanlarisaidina
separate meeting with the Danish envoy that peaceful
coexistence of the Armeniansin Iran over the past
centuriesis evidentnotin form alone; ratherinsocial
dynamism as well.“Shias have peaceful coexistence

with followers ofall divine religions across the world,”
he said.

Since the victory of the Islamic Revolutionin 1979,
dialogue among the divine religions has been
institutionalized, he said.Iranrenders humanitarian
aid to the regional peoples irrespective of their
religions; Muslims or Christians, Khanlarisaid.Jews’
MP Siamak More Sedegh also said inanother meeting
with Annan thatitisnotcorrectone partyleavesan
international deal in bullying manner.Referringto the
role of Danish Iranologistsin truly introducingIran, he
said thatIran canbe agoodsite for Danish Jews’ trip.
Zoroastrians MP Esfandiar Ekhtiari also conferred
with Danish ambassador on Monday. He criticized US
unilateral exit from the JCPOA, saying that Denmark
and EU are expected to remain committed to theirsides
underthe dealand keep their economicties with Iran.
Iran hasbeen cradle of divine religions since the
ancienttimesand peaceful coexistence among them
prevailsin the country, he said.

Report: Tears of'bin Salman'for Khashoggi

deceptive

The Arabic-language Al-Monitor reported that never
mightbe known whathappened toJamal Khashoggi,
ajournalist critic of the Saudi government, but the
tearsof'Mohamedbin Salman' forhimarejustliesand
deceptive.'We may never know exactly whathappened
toKhashoggiatthe Saudi Consulate in Istanbul,and the
crown prince'stearsarelikely tobe false and deceptive,
said BruceRiddle,asenior manager at Brookings.

Turkey's sources say the Khashoggi was killed on
October 2 in the Saudi consulate and his body was
sentsecretly to Saudi Arabia. On the other hand, the
Saudis have allowed the Turkish authorities tolook
for Khashoggiin the consulate, which suggests he was
killed or kidnapped alive by the Saudisecurity services.
Accordingto thismember of the Brookings think-tank,
thereisneverany doubtabouttheloyalty of this Saudi

journalistto his country. He was known foralongtime
astherighthand ofthe Prince of Turkiye al-Faisal, the
head ofthe Saudiintelligence agency, wholaterbecame
ambassador to Britain and the United States. He has
alsobeen critical ofhis country's policies.

Khashoggi went to the United States when he faced
Saudiwarnings of criticism againstthe crown prince of
Saudi Arabia. Hislast column for the Washington Post
wasaboutthe policy of Prince Mohammed bin Salman:
'WarinYemen'. The young crown prince whoisalso the
country's defense ministerisamongthose who have
launched the war against the Houthis in Yemen. This
prince, however, is sensitive about criticism, especially
withregardto criticizinghim aboutthe Yemeni war that
caused theworsthuman disastersinthe worldandled
tounderminingthe Kingdome.

Iranian border guard killed by outlaws: Commander

AnlIranianborder guard hasbeenkilled inan armed
conflictwith the outlawsin western partofthe country, a
senior military official said on Tuesday.

Anlranian guard was killed Monday nightinanarmed
conflictbetween Iranian Army forces and an armed outlaw
group inthe western city of Marivan, Kurdestan Province,
said Mohammad-Kazem Taqavi, Deputy Commander of

border guards of the country.

Alarge number of weaponsand ammunitions were also
seized from the group that were trying to penetrate the
country to commitsabotage, headded.

Marivanis 125 km to the west of the provincial capital,
Sanandaj, borderingIraqi Kurdistan. The city sharesa
-100kmborderwithIraq's Sulaymaniyah.

Iran’s “GOLDEN TIME” tobe screened in Tajikistan

Iranian film “GOLDEN TIME” directed by Pourya
Kakavand will be screened in Didor International
Film Festival in Tajikistan.In its fourth presencein
international festivals, Kakavand’s GOLDEN TIME
will compete inthe completion section of 8th edition
of Didor International Film Festival.In2017, GOLDEN
TIME had competed inthe main completionsection of
the41stSaoPauloIFF edition.GOLDEN TIME, master
piece performing by the mostfamoustheatreactors
inlranisthefirstexperience of Pourya Kakavandin

Cinema.GOLDEN TIMEisnarratedin 12 episodes.Each
episode happensinonemonthandwesee 12 stories
from Aprilto March. The common featureinthe stories
isthelocation,and all of them have beenshotinacar
andatthegoldentime. Thereisasituationineverystory
where the main character ofeach episode hesitatesto
make animportantdecision for his/herlife,and that
momentwill be the golden time in his/herlife.8th
edition of Didor International Film Festival willbe held
October2018,22-18in Tajikistan capital of Dushanbe.

Iran captures 2 bronzes on day 3 of Asian Para Games

medalsonthethird day of 2018 Asian Para Gameson
Tuesday.Iran captures 2 bronzesonday 3 of Asian Para
GamesAttrackand field,in200mT47/46/45 Ahmad
Ojaqgloo clocked atime of 22.53 seconds and settled
forbronze. Atjavelinthrow F13/12,0zra Mahdavikia
threw 32.24mand won athird-place medal. The third
Asian ParaGames, hosted byJakarta,arebeingheld on

October 16-8,with 2,880 athletes from 41 countries
competingagainsteach other.Overall 685 medalswillbe
awarded, outofwhich300 medalswillbe giventofemale
athletes, 343 tomaleathletesand 41 symbol pendants
andnecklaceswillbeawarded in mixed and teamsports.
Two-hundred and nine Iranianathleteshave taken part
inParaGamestocompetein 13 disciplines.
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