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NEWS

Iran-Qatar poised to
strengthening bilateral

economicties

Islamic Republic of Iran and Qatar are
determined to enhanceand broaden mutual
economicrelations.

Forthispurpose, the Iranian Energy Minister
and Chairman of Iran-Qatar Joint Economic
Cooperation Commission Reza Ardakanian
arrived in the Qatari capital Doha on Monday
todiscusstherelevantissues.

In this meeting, made for developing and
bolstering economicties, the Iranian energy
minister will hold talks with Qatari Minister
of Commerce and Industry Ali bin Ahmed
Al Kuwari and other senior political and
economic officials.
Developingeconomicrelations between Iran
and Qataraswell as planning to hold the 7th
Iran-Qatar Joint Cooperation Commissionin
near future are of the main programs ofthe
Iranian energy ministerin this visit.

It is scheduled that a joint economic
cooperation commission between Iran and
Qatar will be held before termination ofthe
currentyearin2020.

Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian
held talks with the Qatari minister of
commerce and industry on Oct. 14 through
videoconference. In this meeting, the two
sides emphasized on evermore development
of bilateral ties between two neighboring
countries.

While welcoming the evermore development
of trade ties between Iran and Qatar, the
two sides also stressed the need to hold
mutual talkin order to specify the scope of
cooperationand way of operationalization of
cooperation.

Trump’s sanctions
rooted ingrudges
against Iran: Minister

Iran’s Minister of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh
said on Monday thatthe USsanctionsimposed
by US President Donald Trump on the Iranian
oil industry officials are due to his sense of
revenge and drudgesagainstIran.
Speakinginthe opening ceremony of 181
natural gas projectsin Fars Province through
video conference, Zangeneh said that on
hislastdaysinthe White House, Trump has
imposed sanctions on managers of Iran’s
oilindustry accusing them of supporting
terrorism while Iranisthe victim of terrorism.
Zangeneh said these sanctionsare because of
hisgrudge againstIran.

Referring to the rumors going thata flood
of sanctions are on the way, he said there is
nothingleftto be sanctioned; however, these
sanctions have no effects.

He added, “Neither are we are afraid of
sanctions, nor cantheyimpede our plans. They
have made us more determined.”
Touchingon theissue of South Pars Gas Field,
hesaid sevenyearsago, extraction of gas from
the SPGF was 280 million cubic meters but
nowitstandsat700 cubicmeters.

While under severe sanctions, Iran has
constructed 17 refineries, installed 30
platforms, dug hundreds of wells, and
implemented thousands of kilometers of
piping toreach the gas production level of
1,000 million cubic meters.
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Iran-1taly webinar on tourism to be held on

Nov.20

ChairmanofIran-ItalyJointChamberofCommerce

Ahmad Pourfallah says Iranand Italy will hold

awebinar on tourism on November 20 with

ambassadors of Italy and Iran as well as EU

Commissionerontourisminpresence.

During a meeting

&4/?!

on elaborating

ISI:AHAN the details of this
N E w s international webinar
NEWS ontourism, Fallahian
said thataccordingto

theforecasts, tourists
were tospendsome $2000b
inthetouristdestinationsin
2020butitdid notmaterialize
due to the outbreak of
coronavirus. Headded that
insome countrieslike Spain,
therestrictions were lifted
inorderthattheydonotlose
theirtourismassets.
Fallahian further said that
Iran is among the top 10
countries with high tourism
attractions and they are
related to nature, pilgrim,
historic, and health but
despite such potentials, the
countryhasnotbeenableto
allocate one percent of the
global tourismrevenues. He
addedthatalackofbeliefin
tourismand reliance on oil
revenuesaswellassanctions
didnotletusobtainourshare
from the global tourism
revenues.
Fallahian admitted that
when the oil revenues are
good, officials do not find
any reason to botherabout

tourismissuesand whenthe
government’s oil revenues
drop, they think of this
industry.

He went on to say that
maximum pressure of
sanctionshaditsgreatimpact
on tourism industry; Iran
visawas questionedandalso
in coronavirusissue, Iran’s
chance of curbingitbecame
slimandslimmerbecausethe
number of infected patients
comparingto our population
was high and even in this
period,thenumber ofIranian
students’travelsdropped.
He then pointed to the
advantages of tourism
industry, notingthattourism
helps the national forex
earnings,addingthatevery
eighttourists mean creation
ofonejobanditcanalsoturn
intoapropagationmedia for
thecountry.
Fallahianadded thatItalyis

[ran’ssister countryinEurope
which is one of the tourist
destinations in the world.
He stated the chamber can
take advantage of Italians’
experienceintourismsector
andinthe current condition,
the country can keep the
tourism issue alive in the
virtual spaceratherthanit
waitsfornormalization ofthe
condition. Hereiterated the
chamberdecided toholdthis
webinar.

Meanwhile, secretary of the
chamberMr.Shokrvandinthe
meetingsaid that85 percent
oftheworld tourismindustry
declined inthe Coronavirus
eraandinorderto prevent
fromacomplete collapse of
thisindustry, countrieslike
the U.S., France, Britain,and
Italy opened their domestic
tourismspaces.

Hesaid thattourismrevenues
account for 11 percent of

Spain’sand 13.4 percent of
[taly’s GDPwhile the tourism
revenuesoflranin2018when
ithad the highest tourism
revenues were only 2.8
percentofits GDP.
Shokrvandwentontosaythat
in2019,Middle Easthosted
some 64mtouristsand Dubai
had the most share of the
tourismrevenueswith $20b.
TouchingupontheIran-Italy
webinar, he said that it is
aimedatgettingfamiliarwith
Iranand having specialized
writingregardingthemodern
tourisminIranandltaly.

He said the webinar will
be held on November 20
whereambassadorsofboth
countries, as well as EU
Commissioner ontourism,
aretoattend.

Shokrvand said that the
meeting will not cost too
muchbecausethereisnoneed
totravel orbookrooms.

Sweets,
chocolates export
of $1btargeted,
butproduction
faceschallenges

The confectionery and chocolate
industryisone ofthe oldestfood
industriesinlIran,anditisnowthe
second-largest exporter in the
country'sfoodsectorafterthedairy
industry.

About 100 percent of the
investmentinthisindustrybelongs

tothe private sectorand mostofits
productsare competitive globally.
Theadvantage ofthe confectionery
and chocolate industry is the
supply of its raw materialsinside
the country.With this advantage,
any investmentwill bring profitto
thisindustry.
Asaresultofsupporting domestic
producers and products and
banning the import of foreign
products in this sector, Iranian
producersare now able to meet
theneeds of the domestic market
and are welcomed by domestic
consumers.Thisindustryisalso
targeted toboostexporttodifferent

marketsallaround the world.Iran
exports sweets and chocolates to
66 countriesand theannual export
of $1billion has been planned for
this industry.The latest data in
termsofexportsshowthatIranhas
exported $250 million of sweets
and chocolates duringthe firsthalf
of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-September 21).
Neighboring countries, Persian
Gulflittoral states, Commonwealth
of Independence States, and
Europe havebeenthe majorexport
destinationsoftheseproductsinthe
mentioned period oftime.

The Chairman ofthe Association

of Iranian  Confectionery
ManufacturingCompaniesJamshid
Maghazei says thatthe country’s
annual export of sweets and
chocolatesis estimated to reach
$550 million-$600 millionthisyear.
While the industry is trying to
materialize the objective of surgein
productionandalsoboostexport, it
isfacingsome challengesespecially
in terms of production, as the
production costsareincreasing.
Meanwhile, the sanctions and
coronavirus pandemichave made
access to global markets difficult,
and domestic demand has also
declined.

NO 625

Solution: NO 624

L
an
M2

Energy
minister

carries message

from President
Rouhanito
Qatar

Iranian Minister of Energy
Reza Ardakanian arrived
in Doha on Monday
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carrying amessage from
President Hassan Rouhani
for Emir of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani.

Ardakanian,
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also co-

chair of Iran-Qatar Joint
Economic Commission,
isscheduled to meetwith
his Qatari counterpart
and a number of Qatari
political and economic
officialsas well. Duringhis
stayin Doha, the Iranian
ministeris dueto make the
necessary planning for the
upcoming seventh Joint
Commission of the two
countries.Ardakanian had
avideo callwith the Qatari
Minister of commerce and
industry on October 14 in
which theyurgedtheneed
to promote cooperation.
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What's News

Neighboring
countries hold
60% share of

Iran’s non-oil
exports

Combatting the
U.S. sanctions on its
oil exports, Iran is
determined to boost
the export of non-oil
products, and has
defined a number of
strategiestomaterialize
thistarget.

According to
Mohammad-Baqer
Nobakht, the head of
Iran’s Planning and
Budget Organization
(PBO), the country
has been deprived of
around $50billionayear
in oil salesincome and
non-oil exports should
compensate forthatloss.
“Based on the targets
set, we (have to) bring
the non-oil exports
to $48 billion from the
$24-billion that we
currentlyhave,” Nobakht
hadsaidlastyear.

While increasing non-
oil exports is one of
the major plans that
[ranian government
is  pursuing, the
neighboring countries
comeunderthespotlight
as some major export
destinations.

Last year, the PBO
head had said that the
governmentwasseeking
to double the value of
non-oil exports to the
neighboring countries
inthisIranian calendar
year, which started on
March 20.Iran shares
border with fifteen
countries, namely the
United Arab Emirates,
Iraq, Turkey, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Russia,
Oman, Azerbaijan,
Turkmenistan, Kuwait,
Qatar, Kazakhstan,
Armenia, Bahrain, and
SaudiArabia.
Accordingtotherecent
data released by the
IslamicRepublicofIran
CustomsAdministration,
neighboring countries
were the destinations
formorethan 60 percent
ofIran’snon-oil exports
during the first seven
months of the current
Iranian calendar year
(March20-October21).
TheIRICAdataindicate
thatIranhasexported
41.818 million tons of
commodities worth
$11.522 billion to
its neighbors, which
constituted 63 percentof
thevalueand 64 percent
ofthe weight of its total
non-oil exports during
the mentioned period
oftime.
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No Place for
Trial and Error

in Iran’s Sky,
General Warns
Karabakh

Warring Sides
Arankinglranian
commander
warned the
northwestern
neighbors
engagedinarmed
clashes over
the Nagorno-
Karabakhregion
that Iran would
not tolerate any
violation of its
airspace.
Speaking to
reporters on
Monday, Deputy
Commander of
Khatam al-Anbia
Air Defense
Base Brigadier
General Qader
Rahimzadeh
saidthewarring
sidesin Nagorno-
Karabakh must
be mindful that
the Iranian
airspace is no
place fortrialand
error.

He also assured
thenorthwestern
borderresidents
that the Iranian
military forces
are monitoring
the boundaries
round the clock
to ensure full
securityalongthe
frontiers.

“We will deal
withtheviolators
harshly and
seriously,” the
commander
stressed, urging
the neighbors
to heed Iran’s
warnings and
avoid any harm
tothesecurity of
Iran’sairspace.
Last week, the
commander
of the Islamic
Revolution
Guards Corps
said the Republic
of Azerbaijan
and Armenia
have been given
warnings about
the presence
of terrorists
near the Iranian
border amid the
escalation of
fightingbetween
thetwoneighbors
over Nagorno-
Karabakh.
Major General
Hossein Salami
alsosaidIranhas
deployedvarious
military units to
thenorthwestern
borderareas.

=

Iranrejectspossibility of
'renegotiations'overJ CPOA

TheIranian Foreign Ministry spokesmansaid thatthe 2015 nuclear
dealwithworld powersisasigned deal, which cannotberenegotiated.
Speakingin his weekly press briefing on Monday, Khatibzadeh
answeredreporters' questionsonavariety oftopics.

JCPOA cannotbenegotiated again

Referring to the remarks of one of Biden's advisers and setting
conditionsforIraninrelationtothe]CPOA, Khatibzadeh said, "What
hisadvisorsaidaboutthe JCPOAisnotacriterionforus."
"WhatIranhasstatedis thatthe JCPOA hasbeentheresult oflong-
standing talks between Iran and the five permanent members

Gen. Soleimant's assassination White House

strategic mistake

ofthe Security Counciland Germany," he added, " saying, "Itisa
jointcomprehensive plan ofaction mandated by a United Nations
resolution.”

Stating thatthese words are asign of simplicity that this signed
agreementcanbe negotiated again, hesaid.

"The United Stateshasviolated Resolution 2231 and has withdrawn
fromthe]CPOA, causinggreatdamagetothelranianpeople. Therefore,
the United Statesmustrespond,” Khatibzadehsaid.

Themessage of USelectiontoregional countries

Referringtothe Iranian Foreign Minister'sremarks, he said, "The US
electionhasanimportantmessagefortheregion. Iranextendsitshand
toitsneighborsfordialogtoresolvedifferences."

Earlier, Mohammad Javad Zarifhad said, "Betting on outsiders to
provide securityisneveragood gamble. We extend ourhand to our

-Stating that Martyr Soleimani played amajorrole

inthe security oftheregionand the world, Hossein

Amir-Abdollahiansaid thathisassassination by the

USwasastrategicmistake ofthe White House.

I ranian
Parliament
Speaker's
Special Aide for
International
Affairs
Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian made the
remarksinhismeetingwith
UKambassadorto Tehran
Rob Macaire.

Criticizing the arbitrary
actions and violations of

NEWS

neighbors for dialog toresolve
differences. Only together can
webuildabetter futureforall.”
NocallfromBiden'steam
Answering the question
of whether the American
team had any call with
Iran before or after Joe
Biden's victory, he said,
"No, basically,we will notbe in
contactwithanyone outside of the
issues completely related to the JCPOA,

especially since the government has not yet taken
office.”

NEWS

Yemen hails Iran's anti-war
stances

Inameetingwith Iran's Envoy to Yemen, the Yemeni
Member of the Supreme Political Council hailed the
IslamicRepublic'santi-warandanti-siege stances.

In his meeting with Hassan Irloo, Sultan al-Sami'i
appreciated the stances ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran,
which call foran end to the war and the siege against
Yemen.

The Yemenipeopleappreciate Iran's stances, al-Sami'i
said.

Asreported,duringthe meetingheld on Sunday, bilateral
relationsand waystostrengthenthemin theinterests of
thetwo countrieswerediscussed.

The Yemeni official stressed that the Supreme Political
Council of Yemen will provide the necessary facilities
to fulfill the duties of the Iranianambassadorin order
to promote the distinctive relations between the two
brotherly countries of [ranand Yemen.

The Iranianambassador; for his turn, said Iran will spare

noefforttoachievepeacein Yemenandputanendtothe

peace and security by the
United States and some of
itsallies, Amir-Abdollahian
cited the use ofterrorism
asatool and attempts to
divide Muslim countries
intheregionasfactorsthat
violatethe process ofworld
peaceand energy security.
Referring to Iran's
importantroleinhelping
Syria and Iraq to fight
againstterrorism, hesaid,
"Lt.Gen.Soleimaniwasan
international heroin the
fightagainstterrorismwho
played amajorroleinthe
security of theregionand
theworld."
"Hisassassinationbythe US
was a strategic mistake of
the White House, " headded.
Emphasizing the need for
peace and security in the
region,including Yemen, he
noted, "Giventhe continuing
killing of the oppressed
and defenseless people

a ceasefire and ending
thisdeplorable situation
and stopping the sale of
weaponsinthe Yemeniwar
isanecessity."

Healso stressed the need
for a political solution in
all critical countriesin the
region, citing systematic
human rights abuses in
Bahrain.
Elsewhereinhisremark,
Amir-Abdollahian
praised the continuation
of the commission
talks between the two
countries' parliaments
but criticized the slow
pace of cooperation,
including Britain's delay
in implementing its
commitments.

He called the opening of
the banking channel and
the flow of commercial
transactions part of
London's commitments,
saying, "The fact that

notonly do not fulfill their
obligations to Iran but
also attribute baseless
accusationstotheIslamic
Republic of Iran, is
considered unconstructive
behaviorinthe course of
relations between the two
countries."
"Thereare good capacities
in the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the United
Kingdom that can help
strengthen cooperation
as well as accelerate and
facilitaterelationsbetween
thetwo countries," henoted
referringto the readiness
ofbusinessmen ofthe two
countriestoincreasethe
level of cooperation.

Rob Macaire, for his
part, said that the British
Embassy in Tehran will
make every effort to
strengthen the friendly
relations between the two
countries'parliaments.

withdrawal fromthe]CPOA,
he added, "We are in a
complicated situation after
thewithdrawal ofthe United
Statesfrom the JCPOA, but
nevertheless, Britain has
alwaysdeclareditssupport
forthenucleardeal.”
Hereferred to the Yemen
crisis, saying, "Wesupporta
political solutionin Yemen,
and the Islamic Republic
of Iran can play a role in
creatingpeace and security
intheregion."

Rob Macaire stressed the
need for Irantonegotiate
andadheretothe]CPOAbut
Amir-Abdollahiansaid that
Iran'sunilateraladherence
to the JCPOA is not
sustainableandacceptable.
"Tehran has always
considered diplomatic
negotiations a useful
way, but negotiations
to negotiate a repetitive
game is fruitless," Amir-

sufferingofitspeople.

[ran’snewly-appointed ambassador to Yemen Hassan
Irloo submitted acopy ofhis credentials to the Chairman
of Yemen’s Supreme Political Council Mahdial-Mashaton
November5.

SaudiArabia Finally
Congratulates Bidenon His Win

Saudi Arabia finally congratulated Joe Biden over his
electionvictory, more than 24 hours after he defeated
Donald Trump, whohad close personal ties with Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

The former USvice president pledged in his campaign
toreassess ties with the kingdom, demanding more
accountability over thekilling of Saudijournalist Jamal
Khashoggiin Riyadh'sIstanbul consulateand calling for
anendto USsupportforthewaron Yemen.

Asother Arab statesraced to applaud the Democrat
challenger, thekingdom's de facto ruler Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salmanremainedsilentonthe USvote
evenashesentwarmwordstothe presidentof Tanzania
onhisre-election.

At1932 GMT on Sunday, Saudi Arabia'sking Salmanand
hisson, the crown prince, congratulated Bidenand Vice
President-elect KamalaHarrisonwinningthe presidential
election,Reutersreported.

KingSalman praised the distinguished, historicand close
relationsbetween the two "friendly countries and their

of Yemen, establishing

some officials in London ReferringtoUSunilateral Abdollahiannoted.

peoplewhich everyonelookstostrengthenand develop
atalllevels."

Amel'lcan.expel't. anddefeat Trump.
Mentally-lll'l‘rumpcan However, with Trump’s refusal to accept
domoreharmtoUSin Biden'svictoryinthe presidential election,
concerns grow that he might drag the US
remainingdays militaryintohispolitical fight.

An Americanscholarsays while US President
Donald Trumpislikely toaccepttheelection
results,hecandomore damagetothe USduring
hisremainingdaysatthe White House.

JoeBidenhasbeenelectedasthe46thpresident
ofthe United States after garnering over 270

electoral votesneeded towinthe White House

To have better insight toward the issue, we
reached outto Marvin Zonis, Professor of
international political economy,andleadership
atthe University of Chicago.

Theprofessornoted thatwhile Trumphasbeen
defeatedintherace,the problemwillremaintill

theendofhistenure.

“Ibelieve that Trumpwillacceptthe verdictof

the Americanvoters.”

untilJanuary 20,2021

United States.”

Hehasjustlostbadly,"he concluded.

However, henoted, “The main problemisthat
hewillremain President ofthe United States

Professor Zonisadded, “Since he [Trump] is
mentallyill, hehasplenty of opportunitiesnow

untilJanuaryto do Even more damage to the

“Weknowthathestrikesoutwhenhehaslost.

Prince Mohammed's relationship with Trump had
provided abufferagainstinternational criticism over
Riyadh'srights record sparked by Khashoggi's murder,
Riyadh'srolein Yemen'swarand the detention of women
activists.Those areas maynow become points of friction
between Bidenand Saudi Arabia,amajoroil exporterand
buyerofUSarms.

"The only thing worse than COVID-19 would be
BIDEN-20,"wrote Saudi Twitteruser Dr Muna, whilemany
other Saudiusers of the social media platform simply
ignored theresultin theinitial hoursafter USnetworks
called theelection forBiden.

Biden Campaign Urges Federal
AgencytoApprove Official
Transition

US President-electJoe Biden’s campaign on Sunday urged the
Trump political appointee who heads the US General Services
Administration toapprovean official transition of power despite
President Donald Trump’s refusal to concede.

The Biden campaign warned that US national security and
economicinterests depended onaclear signal the countrywould
engageina “smoothand peaceful transfer of power.”

Biden was declared the winner of the Nov. 3 election by US
television networks on Saturday, but Trump and his allies have
made clearhe doesnotplanto concede anytime soon.

GSA Administrator Emily Murphy, appointed to the job by
Trumpin2017,hasnotyetdetermined that “awinneris clear,”a
spokeswoman said, delaying the Biden team’s access tomillions
of dollarsin federal funding and the ability to meet with officials

atintelligence agenciesand other departments.

The spokeswoman declined to say whenadecision could be made.
US Representative Gerry Connolly, who heads the House
Subcommittee on Government Operations, said Murphy should
startthe process withoutdelay.

“The Administrator playsacriticalrolein the peaceful transfer of
powerand ensuringvital governmentservices are notdisrupted.
Thisisall themoreimportantamid adeadly pandemic,” he said,
Reutersreported.

The United States has seen other narrowly decided elections -
notablyin 1876 and 2000 - butthis election was “nothistorically
close”, said William Antholis, a former White House official during
Democrat Bill Clinton’s administration who now heads the
University of Virginia's Miller Center think tank.

Trump has little chance of flipping tens of thousands of votes
through recounts, Antholis said. Legal experts said the cases
the Trump campaign is bringingalso are unlikely to change the
outcome of the election

The Biden transition team already has access to federal office

space
at the Commerce

Department, as guaranteed by the Presidential
Transitions Act, but cannotaccess funds for salaries, consultants
and travel until the GSA acts, said Martha Joynt Kumar, director
ofthe White House Transition Projectand author ofa2015book
onearliertransitions.




Zarifstresses negotiations as keytoend tensions
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifin amessage undermined
reliance on foreigners for bringing security and called for holding talks to
end tensions.Trumpis gone,and we and our neighbors will stay. Betting on
foreignersdoesnotbringsecurity, Zarifwrotein his Twitteraccounton Sunday:.
We extend our hands to our neighbors to cooperate inachieving the common
interestsofourpeoplesand countries,headded.We callon everyone tohold dialogue
asthe onlyway to end the differencesand tensions. Together tobuild abetter future for
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ties

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:
05:06:14

Noon call to prayer:
11:47:17

Evening call to prayer:
17:23:45
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Next US president
should remove all
anti-Iran sanctions
The secretary of Iran's
Expediency Discernment
Council urged the next
USpresidenttoremove
all unilateral sanctions
thathave beenimposed
againstthe[raniannation.
“The US’ president-
electshould removeall
the sanctionsassoonas
possibleand apologize
to the Iranian nation
for Washington’s past
actions,” Mohsen Rezaei

tweeted on Sunday.
"The optimism of
previous [Iranian]

governmentstowardsthe
United Statesand Europe
has hurt the Iranian
nation many times," he
said, adding, "The 40-
year series of sanctions
policy and the optimism
of some Iranian officials
have destroyed many

opportunities which
wereahead of ournational
economy.’

Virtual Isfahan Tourism:
A Giftby the Festival to the Audience

This year, for the first time, no guests traveled to Isfahan

to attend the Isfahan International Film Festival for

Children and youth. Instead, Isfahan hosted its national and

international audience.

our
region, Zarifnoted.Earlier inaseparate message, Zarifsaid: "The American people have spoken.
Andtheworldiswatchingwhetherthe newleaders willabandon disastrouslawlessbullying of the
outgoingregime—and acceptmultilateralism, cooperation & respectforlaw."'Deeds matter most
[ran'srecord: dignity; interest&responsiblediplomacy;" headded.

Trump’s sanctions rooted in grudges
against Iran: Minister

Iran to Pompeo: Maximum Pressure Policy,
Outlaw Charlatans behind It Failed

States following the recent presidential vote as

Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman said the Trump

[T

administration's “maximum pressure” campaign againstIran

and “the outlaw charlatans behind it” have failed and proud

aspectacle.
“Thisis an example of the ugly face ofliberal
democracyinthe US,” the office’s tweetsaid.

On Saturday, Democratic presidentialnominee

The Tourism and Urban Marketing
Committee ofthe 33rd Festival,led by Nafise
Hajati, a specialistjournalistin the field
ofheritage and tourism, produced videos
introducing thelesser-known attractions
of Isfahan. During these video narrations,
therelationship between Isfahan and the
Festival was shown tolocal, national, and
international audiences.

The 380-year-old Hasht Behesht Palace
whichislessvisited by tourists but especially
attractive because ofits gold chamber, the
AshrafHall which isusually open only to
ambassadors and high-ranking foreign
guests, the Rakibkhaneh Building with its
greattowerand fine Qajar decorations, the
house of Amin al-Tojjar which may be called
the Museum of Iranian Architecture, all were
among the selected locations the Festival
audience was able to experience a virtual
trip to. Of course, Chaharbagh, animportant
400-year-old passage of Isfahan and the
nostalgicroute of the Festival, was also of the
mainvideos presented to the audiencein this
project.

Especiallyin the four periods ofbeing capital,
Isfahan was known as a multinational city
in which citizens of different religions,
ethnicities, and nations lived: from
Switzerland, Portugal, and Spain to Armenia,

Georgia, USA, Austria, and Poland. In the
video collection of the Tourism Committee,
Armenian-Iranian and Georgian-Iranian
children and adolescents are also present,
introducingtheheritage ofnationsinIsfahan.
The produced films were also sent to the
cultural advisers of the Iranian embassies
in cooperation with the International
Committee of the Festival so that this
cinematic-touristinvitation could reach
differentcountries.

The idea of virtual tourism and the
introduction and branding ofthe event and
origin were implemented for the firsttimein
the 33rd Isfahan International Film Festival
for Children and youth, and it can be claimed
thatnone ofthe similar festivals had ever
worked in this field.

Allvideos are in two to three languages.
Various people, including Hadi Allayari,
Masih Nekouie, the PersianTanin team, Mir
Saeid Hadian, Amirhossein mir Moeini, Karin
Dermardirosian, etc.,, worked hard to produce
thesenarratives, with Marjan Dorasin charge
of translating the subtitles from Persian to
English.

Itisthebeginning ofanew way and chapter
in content production for one of the main
international festivalsinIran.

[ranians stand tall.

“Fully understandable that @SecPompeo is
furious abouthaving to leave Foggy Bottom
after 2.5yrsof one embarrassing failureafterthe
other.‘Maxpressure’failed, & so have the outlaw
charlatansbehind it. Soon he'llbe onash heap of
history,as proud Iranian peoplestand tall,” Saeed
Khatibzadeh said.

Khatibzadeh made the remarks ina Sunday
tweetinresponse to an offensive tweetby US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in which he
had insulted the [ranian nation by describing
electionsinlranas “ajoke”and claiming that
Iranian people are starvingasaresultofthe
pressures caused by USsanctions.

Pompeo’s tweet came after the office of the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei posted atweetin whichit
described the chaoticsituation in the United

JoeBidenwas declared the winner of the highly
controversial US election after he surpassed the
270electoral voteshe needed to oust President
Donald Trump.

Followingthe declaration, Trump said herefuses
to concede defeat, insisting thathe will carry on
with hislegal challenges.

Trump, ahawkish critic of the landmark 2015
nuclear dealbetween Iranand sixworld powers,
officially known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), unilaterally withdrew
Washington from the agreementin May 2018,
and unleashed the “toughestever” sanctions
againsttheIslamicRepublicin defiance of global
criticism.

The US unleashed the so-called maximum
pressure campaign and targeted the Iranian
nation with draconian restrictive measuresin
ordertobringittoitsknees,butlran'seconomy
keepshummingandisgettingbackonits feet.

AVenezuelan analystsays he believes
thatthe Iraniannationwithstood Donald
Trump's maximum pressure makingit
fail.

Gustavo Borges Revilla, analyst and
head of Samuel Robinson Institute in
Venezuela, hastalked ofthe USpolicyand

T axim therecenttravel of the Iranian Foreign
mpm um . Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif to
pressureon Iranfailed three Latin American states, including

Venezuela.

In Venezuela, Zarif attended a joint
meetingatSamuel Robinson Institute.
About his visit to the Institute, Zarif
tweeted "Lectured today atthe Samuel
RobinsonInstituteon US/ Westernterror
tacticsinattempts to haltthe course of

historytowardapost-Westernworld."
Speaking about Zarif's visit to the
Venezuelaninstitute, Revillatold IRNA
thattravel ofthe [ranian foreign minister
wasasymbolofcordialrelationsbetween
Caracasand Tehran.

Although Venezuela and Iran enjoy
longstandingties, the two countrieshave
witnessed deep cooperationinrecentfive
years,Revillaadded.

Bidenwinopens U.S.relations, especiallyafteradoptinga
. Pe€ campaignstrategy of pressuring China,
doorfor MPI'Oved whichledto“bubbles” occurringinU.S.-
predictabi]ityin China- Chinapolicy itsaid.
U.S.relations “Webelieveitis possible to pop those

Chinese state media struck an
optimistictonein Mondayin editorials
reactingto Democrat]oe Biden'swin of
the U.S. presidential elections, saying
relations could berestored toastate of
greater predictability and could start
withtrade.

Whileacknowledgingthe United States
was unlikely ease pressure on China
onissuessuchasXinjiangand Hong
Kong, state-backed newspaper Global
Times said Beijing should work to
communicate with the Bidenteamas
thoroughlyasitcan.

The Trump administration had
deliberately created tensionsin China-

bubbles,”itsaid. “It'sin the common
interests of peoplefromboth countries
and ofinternational community that
China-U.S.relationsbecomeeasedand
controllable”

The Global Times is a tabloid
published by the People’s Daily, the
official newspaper of China’s ruling
Communist Party,butdoesnotspeak
onbehalfofthe partyand government.
The China Daily newspaper said in
aseparate editorial itwas “obvious”
improvingties with China could start
fromtrade,andrevivingtradetalkswas
criticaltorestoresome understanding
andtrustin China-U.S.relations.

“Itisoneofthelastthreadslinkingthe
twosides. Itisnotable thatneither
Beijingnor Washington hasventured
toscrap the hard-earned so-called
phase one deal they negotiated,” said
the China Daily, the country’s official
Englishlanguage newspaper.
Tensions between the world’s two
largesteconomieshaveintensified over
the pastyear, shaking up technology
supply chains and trade relations,
and stoking fears thatafinancial war
between the two countries could be
brewing.

The U.S. pressure, along with the
global pandemic, have set China on
amission to reduce its reliance on
overseas marketsand technology for
itseconomicdevelopment,aspartofa
new “dual circulation” model of growth
tosteeritseconomy.
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