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attraction

LAl L
St. Mary Church

The St. Mary church
which is located in
West Nazar Street,
Jolfaneighborhood
of Isfahan, datesback
to Safavid era. This
buildingisregistered
inthelistof national
monument of Iran
on March 8, 2003,
with theregistration
numberof7647.

At first, Armenian
people live in Jolfa
neighborhood
builta small church
named  Hakoup.
This church is now
the oldest church of
Isfahan which don’t
have any kind of
decorations. In this
church, therewasnot
enough space forthe
increasingnumber
of Armenians
payers. So, Khaje
Avdic, awealthy silk
merchant, visited the
church and decided
to expand it. He
rebuilt the Hakoup
church by his own
personal funds and
nameditas St. Mary
church. The church
was decorated with
lights, silver and gold
chandeliers, and
valuable paintings.
TohonorKhaje Avdic,
Armenians buried
himinthis church.
There are small arch
domesinthis church,
themain dome which
is situated at the
center ofthebuilding
has four skylights,
anditleansagainst
the arches that are
placed on the wide
columns attached
tothe northernand
southernwalls.
These columns
divide the interior
space of  the
church into three
interconnected
sections. The church
altar is located in
the eastern side of
the building, and
two rectangular
chambers surround
it on both sides.
Adobe Brick is the
main material used
to construct this
building. The interior
walls are covered
with plaster, and
drawings with the
themes ofthe Bible
were depicted on
them.
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Uncover Beauties Of Isfahan

Esfoon,asthelocalssay,is one
ofthe citiesnotto misswhen
you plan tovisitIran. Located
in the south of Teheran, the
former capital is mainly
known for its famous rose,
but also for its wonderful
historical monuments,
huge parks and traditional
houses turned into hotels
and restaurants visited by
tourists fromall around the
world.

Enterthe heartofthe turquoise
city with this guide that will help
you discover the magnificent
places to see and secret
addresses thatyou do not want
tomiss.

1) Meydane Nakhsh e Jahan:
UNESCO‘sworld heritage
Abbasthe 1stnamed thissquare
like the world when he builtit
five centuries ago. Atthe time of
the Shah, this place was known
astheKing’ssquare, butsince the
revolution we call itthe Imam’s
square.

Today,itbecame a popularspot,
there isno more beautiful place
intheworl.

2) The Bazaar

All around Imam’s square, you
canstroll through the galleries.
Inside, you will find traditional
products such as miniatures,
jewelry, clothes and SHOES,
paintings, spices and many other
Persians delights.

3) AliQapu

While walking, at the west side
ofthose aisles you will find Ali
Qapu’s palace. Beready to be
blown away by discovering the
«musicroom”.

4) Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque
In front of Ali Qapu, you come

face to face with Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque.

Behind the mosque lies a
beautiful courtyard overlooking
asonati,atraditional restaurant
in Persian. Werecommend you to
try the «dizi» one of the favorite
meals of Persian people thatare
served inaclay pot. The «dizi»
isasoup made from sheep and
vegetables served with bread
thatwe candipinit. Youwon’t
forgetthe popular taste of Iran!

5)Isfahan’s carpets
Beforeleaving Nakhsh e Jahan’s
square neighborhood, visit
the «Isfahan Carpet Center»
located behind the Bazaar. You
will find the most beautiful silk
carpetsincluding Sarraf Memory
carpets, the mostfamous ones.

6) Si-o-seh Pol

Isfahan is a flowered city
filled with parks. Take the
opportunity to walk along the
river «Zayandeh» and discover
the complex architecture of the
famousbridge with 33 arches.

7) Shahrzad Restaurant
Enjoy a fine lunch in a magical
setting offered by one of the best
restaurants of the city located
on Chahar Bagh Abbasi Street,
right after the Si-o-seh pol. For
dessert, donot miss the «shole
zard», the Persian version of
rice milk based of saffron and
pistachio.

8) Beryani

No one can quit Isfahan without
having tasted the succulent
«Beryani», the typical meal of
theregion. Go to Kamal Esmaeel
Streetand enterto Azam Beryani,
arestaurantrenowned for its
beryanithatyoucaneatinor
take away.

9) Jolfa: the Armenian district

We can think that we are in
London or New-York, yet we are
inthe heartofJolfa’s district,
the place to be forall the fashion
people thatmeetin coffee shops
located in Jolfa’s square. The
brunch at Hermes Café is amust.

10) Vank Cathedral

Do not miss the Armenian
Church and take the time to
admire the marvelous frescoes.
Learn more aboutthe history of
the Armenians of Iran by visiting
the museumlocated inside.

11) Shah Abbas hotel
Drinkateainthe garden of the
prestigious Shah Abbas hotel
located on Chahar Bagh Street.
The play of traditional musicand
the sound of the water falling
from fountains offers a peaceful
andidyllicatmosphere to gather
with family and friends. Ifyou go
there from 6 pm forasroone, tea
time snackin Persian, you will
have the chancetoorderan «Ash
Reshte», Persian noodle soup
served with these gentlemen
coming from the Safavid era.

12) Sofeh Mountain

Ride upon the heights of the
city to relax. Sofeh Mountain
is the perfect place to enjoy a
panoramic view of Isfahan,
especially at night. We can go
foramorning walk and admire
the sunrise, have apicnicand eat
breakfastbelow the hill, take the
cable to the top of the mountain
tovisitthe museum or go to the
Bowling Center.

13) Isfahan City Center

Go shopping in this new and
modern mall with its unique
design. The «Isfahan City Center»
whichislocated in the south of
the city, is the only one in the
country to have a museum and
anartgalleryinside.

Beforeleaving
Nakhshe
Jahan’ssquare
neighborhood, visit
the «Isfahan Carpet
Center»located
behind the Bazaar.
You will find the most
beautiful silk carpets
including Sarraf
Memory carpets, the
most famous ones.

WHERETO STAY

Safir Hotel :Spacious Rooms,
Convenient Location

Safirhotel,located in the heart of Esfahan was
established in 1992 with 50 rooms. A passion
forhotel managementand hospitality motivated
the owner to expand and improve Safirin every
possible way. Today this hotel consists of 100
finely designed and decorated rooms and
suites and major changes have been made
throughoutthe hotel toadd a touch ofluxury for
our guests. Safiraccommodatesall our guests
in comfortable roomswhich are fully equipped
with centralair conditioning,avariety of satellite
channels, wifi Internet, safety depositboxes,
24 hourroomservice,laundry facilitiesand all
necessary amenities.

The outstanding conference hall, swimming
pool, sauna and traditional Iranian bath,
with their attractive design add a luxurious
atmosphere to the hotel. Safir’s restaurant
offersaselfservice buffetbreakfastand serves
both Persianand intercontinental food for lunch
and dinner.The cosy, welcoming coffee shop
islocated inthe hotellobby and provideslight
snacks, cakes, hotand cold drinks 24 /7.The
glass dome ceiling isyetanothereye catching
feature of Safir hotel which can be viewed from
thelobby’s mainarea. Kiosksand shopslocated
inthelobby offerarange of traditional Iranian
handicrafts, carpets, paintings and books. The
concierge desk has information aboutthe city
and its many tourist attractions and offers
guidance onhowto getthe mostoutofyour stay
in Esfahan.

IRANS ATTRACTION

Mashhad: An Important
Place Of Pilgrimage

Mashhad isanimportantplace of pilgrimage
for Shia Moslems from all over the world, and
historically amajor center of population of what
was once Iran’s mostinfluential province under
the entity of the Greater Khorasan, the cradle of
the Persianlanguage and civilization and the
homeland of many greatIranian poets, writers
and scholars. The main highlightsinclude:

Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (A) showcases 800
years of religious-artistic creation evokinga
sensational spiritual atmosphere containing
great works of art by renowned artists and
calligraphers,and the masterpiece of early 15th
century Gowhar Shad mosque.

Tomb of Ferdowsi the mosthighly celebrated
epicpoetofPersia (940-1020) who completed
his ‘Book of Kings’ regarded as aliterary work
of genius thatreflects Iran’s cultural values,
itsancientreligions, and its profound sense of
nationhood.

Tomb of Omar Khayyam philosophy,
mathematics, medicine, and astronomy were
among the subjects mastered by this brilliant
man, a celebrated poet who became popularin
the west after the free translation of Rubaiyat
(Quatrains) by Edward FitzGerald.

Tomb of Attara prolific figure of classical Persian
literature, a famous mystic poetand a source
ofinspiration of Rumi and many other poets,
andthe creator of one ofthe great masterpieces
of Persian literature, Mantegh at-Tayr, or
Conference ofthe Birds.




During the meeting, the Syrian official said relationsand
cooperationbetween Iranand Syriaare deeply rooted
and the two sides' traders and businessmen should

Some 270 foreign firms
from 29 countries round
the globe demonstrated

Iran, Syria Optfor Broadening
of Economic Cooperation

Iranian Ambassador to SyriaJavad Torkabadiand  spareno effortstobroadensuchtiesand cooperation. their latest products

Chairman of Damascus Chamber of Commerce and "Exchange of views and cooperation between the two and services in ISFAHAN
Industry Samer Al-Debs in a meetingin the Syrian  sides'traders oncommerce and productionisvital,” the fourth Syrian

capital voiced their countries' readiness toexpand  hesaid. international exhibition \ A

economicand trade cooperation.

The meeting was held on Saturday on the sidelines of
the fourth international exhibition on Reconstruction
of Syria, where the two sides' officials examined various
avenuesletting Iran to participate in the reconstruction

of Syriain post-war era.

NEWS

Iran May Lose 70% of Cultivated
Land if Fails to Take Urgent Action:
Official

Iran faceslosing 70 percentofits farmlandsifurgent
actionisnottakento overcomealitany of climate
woes, IsaKalantari, the country’s environment chief,
said.“We currently use about 100 percent of our
renewable water ...according to global standards
this figure should not be higher than 40 percent,”
said Kalantari, vice presidentand head of Iran’s
Environment Department,inaninterview with AFP
in Tehran.

“The excessive consumption of water, especially from
groundwater,isathreatand could haveterrible social
consequences,”he warned.

[fthe situationisnotbrought under control, “we
wouldloseabout 70 percentof our cultivatedlandina
maximum of20to 30years.”

“The south of Alborzand east of Zagros, ifwe don’t take
swiftaction, willbecome unusable for agriculture,”
Kalantariadded.

Alborzand Zagrosare mountainranges situated inthe
northand westofIranrespectively.

The majority of Iran’s mostly arid land mass and
population centersarelocated to the south and east
ofthem.

According to the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization, Iran, a country of some 80 million
people, predominantlyrelies onagriculture.

Iran's financial activities won't be
heavily affected bynew US sanctions
-CBI1

Thenew US sanctions willnothave amajor effecton
[ran's financial and oil activity, [ranian Central Bank
Governorsaid."The US government has already
done whatitwanted. The main work related to the
imposition of restrictions, whatthey do every day, is
tohinder Iran’s financial activities and the exports
of [ranian oil. In my opinion, after November 9-6,
nothingspecial will happen,” Iranian Central Bank
(CBI) Governor, Abdolnaser Hemmati told Sputnik.
Hemmatialsonoted thatIran expected toincreasethe
share oftransactionsinnational currenciesintrade
with Russiastressingthat following the meetingwith
Russian Central Bank Governor, Elvira Nabiullina "a
good agreementon removing the dollarand using
national currencies in transactions" have been
reached. "Nearly 30 percentoftransactions between
Iran and Russia are made in national currencies.
Hopefully [this figure] will grow every day," the CBI
governorsaid.Thefirstbatch ofeconomicrestrictions
tookeffecton August 7. The second portion, including
sanctions on Iran's energy sector and foreign
transactions, will come into force in November.
Earlier this year, the United States withdrew from
the Iranian nuclear deal, formally known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and
reimposed sanctions against Tehranand any country
doingbusiness with Iranian companies.

Samer Al-Debs underlined thatthe Iranian companies
arevery capableinvarious fields and their role in the
reconstruction erais of prime importance.

The Iranian ambassador, for his part, called for 14
bolsteringrelations between Tehran and Damascus on
reconstructing the country after a devastating war.

Iranian

on 'Reconstructing Syrian'
kicked off four days ago near
Damascusinternational airport.

companies attended t h

international eventin Syriato showcase their standard
and hightechservices.

T'o Create a Great App, First Understand
Your Customers’ Pain Points

When you develop your mobile
app based on the pain points you
know existin your market or with
consumers, thereisalready amarket
waiting for your solution.

Customer pain points are issues
or problems that your current and
prospective customers face whentryingto
dobusiness with you or trying to buy your
productsoruseyourservices.

Whatdo youcall an opportunity in the
mobileapp developmentmarket? Hereare
three possibilities to consider:

Your app completely eliminates or
significantly lessens a current pain point
for consumers.You want consumers to
useyour service usingamobileapp.Users
aren’thappy with the current mobile apps
thatareavailable.Here are eight ways you
canunderstand and use customer pain
pointstoyouradvantage to createagreat
mobile app for yourbusiness.

1.Define your user persona.
Auserpersonaisaprofile of your target
customer. Consider, for example, Google
Docs. Individuals wholike to use Google
Docs

Office

Need aword processor for basicwriting
needs

Don’t want to install any software and
wouldlike touse anapp throughabrowser
ortheirmobile phone

Wantto collaborate online with their teams
who maybe spread outacrosstheglobe
So,based onthese traits, you can define the
personaofatypical Google Docs user.

You can define asimilar persona for your
mobileapp developmentidea. Whatwould

4

‘_H\
*

~

yourtargetuser want?
Defining a personaallows you to focus
your energiesinto cateringtoanicheuser
base rather than trying to targetevery
feature under the sun, whichis practically
impossibletoachieve.
2.Createacustomerjourney map.
Whatexperience does your customer have
when trying to do business with you? Is
the experience seamlessorisitreplete
with distractions and confusing/needless
steps?
From the first point of contact (when a
customer comes across your business for
efirsttime) until purchase, whatisthe
customerjourney?
Ifthereareloopholesinthe funnel, bolster
your existing mobile app to address those
weaknesses or create an entirely new
mobileapp.
3. What would make your ideal
customer use your mobileapp?
Itisvery critical to understand the “why”
and “what” of customers’attraction to your
mobileapp.
Whatwould draw your typical customer
toyour app? Would it be the features?

The choice of operating system? The
ability torunthe app only onthelatestand
cutting-edge mobile phones? Ease of use?
Cross-platform availability? Smooth user
interface? Price?

Understanding these attractions allows
youto create a successful mobile app.
4.Understand exactly the pain points
consumers have.

Some pain points can simply be biases,
and biases change fast. Asaresult, your
mobile app can quickly becomeirrelevant.
Pain points need to be genuine. These
should bereal-world problems people face
while trying purchase oruse your goods or
services.

6.0nceyouunderstand the problems,
solve them.

When developing a mobile app, there is
atendency to use novel ways of solving
simple problems. This may end up
distracting people from achieving what
they actually need to achieve through
your mobile app.Every new step thatyou
add oran old step thatyou remove must
contribute toward creating a smooth
customerjourney or user experience.

-
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What's News

o+ Official: India
to Continue OQil
Importsfrom

Iran

A senior Iranian
economic official said
thatIndia will certainly
continue purchase of
crude oil from Tehran
irrespective of the US
pressuresandsanctions.
"India will continue
buying Iran's oil
regardless of the US
pressures but it will
decrease the volume
of oil imports from
Iran," Chairman of Iran-
IndiaJoint Chamber of
Commerce Ebrahim
Jamilisaid on Sunday.
He also underlined
that a number of oil
refineriesin Indiahave
been constructed onlyto
be fed withIran's crude
quality,addingthat New
Delhiwill face economic
problemsifitdoesnot
purchase supplies from
[ran."[ranand Indiahave
lots of cooperation in
other fieldsthan oil too"
which makes itdifficult
for New Delhi to stop
crude purchase from
Tehran.Indian buyers
considerablyincreased
their crudeimportsfrom
Iran in September as
compared with August.
Indian buyersboosted
purchases of Iranian
crudeto502,000bpdin
September,up 111,000
bpd as compared with
August, the Indian
mediacited tradersand

Approval of

CFT smoothen
Iran economic
ties with world:

Iran official
Approval of CFT smoothen
Iran economic ties with
world: Iran official
Chairman of Iran’s Strategic
Council for Foreign
Relations Kamal Kharrazi
said on Saturday thatifthe
Conventionon Combatingthe

N

Financing of Terrorism (CFT)
is enacted, it will greatly
contribute tonormalization
of Iran’s ties with the world
anditalso canblockabuses.

He made the remarks on
the sidelines ofthe meeting
with President of Austrian
Institute for European
and Security Policy (AIES)
Werner Fasslabend late
Saturday.If CFT isapproved
with the conditionsIransets
andredlinesitputs forward,
it can prevent abuses and

helpnormalization of Iran’s
economictieswith the world.
“We are not so hopeful
towards the mechanisms to
bringaboutdramatic change
forusand we believe that we
shouldrely on ourselvesand
resources,” he said.

As to EU mechanisms
regarding Iran, Kharrazi
said that EU mechanism can
solve partoftheissues and
maintain trade withthe EU.
“However, we should see to
what extent the mechanism

canbesatisfactory forusand
how many problems it can
solve,” he said.
Commenting on Iran’s
cooperation with Russia
and China, hesaidifitmeans
dependenceonthem,itisnot
Iran’s policy.

However, thereare common
interestsinthefield of politics
for which countries can
cooperate with each other, he
said, notingthatuntilthe time
they have interests they will
continue cooperation.
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Sistan and Baluchestan province
inbound touristsup %23 in H1

Sistan and Baluchestan
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provincehostedsome 105,139
foreign tourists during the
firstsixmonths ofthe current
fiscal year thatended on Sep.
22,asenior officialatIran’s
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Organization
(ICHHTO) said.

“The figure indicates 23%
growth in comparison with
thecorrespondingperiodlast
year, when 85,275 foreign
travelersvisited the province,”
Alireza]alalzaei, the head of

ICHHTO’s provincial office said
onSunday.

“Themajority ofthe travelers
came from neighboring and
European countriesincluding
Germany, Hungary, Italy,
Austria, England, Australia
and Netherlands,” he added.
Jalalzaeinoted that ICHHTO
has taken effective measures
such as representing the
province in international
exhibitions to make Sistan-
Baluchestanapopulartourist
destination.

shipping intelligence
firmKplerasreporting
earlier thismonth.

Therise came despite
aNovember 4 deadline
set by US President
Donald Trump for
companies to bring to
a halttheir trade with
[ran.Indiais the second
biggest purchaser of
[ranian crudeafter China
which also increased
shipments from Iran by
29,000bpd to 620,000
bpd.According to
Kpler, China cutits US
purchases amid an
ongoing trade spatwith
the United States.

Indian Oil Corp will
lift 6 million barrels
of Iranian oil and

Mangalore Refineryand
Petrochemicals Ltd 3
millionbarrels.
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Children
are more
vulnerable
thanever!

...to encourage
people for
childbearing.
However, inside
the country, this
is not a concern
.When producers
are confronted
with the problem
of raw materials
Some will drop
the supply and
hook up. While the
Supreme Leader has
repeatedly reminded
authoritiesinrecent
years: Make the
path to increase
the generation. But
unfortunately, some
officials donotonly
actinthe direction
of the leadership's
orders, but also
actin the opposite
direction.
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Speaker's
Advisor Lashes
OutatTrump
HumiliatingS.
Arabi
Advisortothelranian
Parliament Speaker
Hossein Amir
Abdollahian posted
a tweet on Friday
and condemned
Trump's insulting
words boasting thatif
itwere notforthe US,
Saudi Arabia would
notlast for 2 weeks.
The Iranian former
deputy foreign
minister for Arab
and African affairs,
made the remarks
afterthe US President
Donald Trump
told a campaign
rally in Southaven,
Mississippi, on
Tuesday, that Saudi
Arabia and its King
would not last "two
weeks" in power
without American
military  support,
callingonthe country
to pay more for its
own defense.“Trump
keeps threatening
and humiliating the
Persian Gulflittoral
Arab states on a
daily basis,” reads
the message Amir
Abdollahian posted
onhis Twitteraccount.

Leaderlets Majlisdiscuss FATF

bills

Supreme Leader oftheIslamicRevolution,inresponsetothe
Majlis queryabouthowtodeal withthe FATFbills, said thathe
hadnodisagreementwiththebillstobediscussedintheIranian
parliament.Ayatollah Khamenei’'sresponsewasread outto

the MajlisopensessiononSunday whenthe parliamentarians
werereviewingthedetailsofthebillonthejoiningofIranto
Combatingthe Financing of Terrorism (CFT) convention.

The Leadersaysthathehad no disagreementthatthe FATFbills
tobediscussedin Majlisand followitslegal path.

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) introducesitselfasan
inter-governmental body established in 1989 by the Ministers

ofits Memberjurisdictions. The objectives of the FATF are to
setstandards and promote effective implementation oflegal,
regulatory and operational measures for combating money
laundering, terroristfinancingand otherrelated threats to
theintegrity of the international financial system. The FATF is
thereforea “policy-makingbody” whichworksto generate the
necessary political willtobringaboutnationallegislative and
regulatoryreformsintheseareas.
Thefourbillsincluded reformin the money-launderingrule,
changeinthefundingterrorismlaw, thejoiningofIranto CFT and
thejoiningofthe countrytothe Palermo Convention.

Accordingto UNODC, the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime,adopted by General Assembly
resolution25/550f15November2000,isthemaininternational

2003.

In its recent session, FATF has
givenayearasanotherchancetoIranto
changesinitsfinancialactivitiesasthe countryhasalreadybeen
transparentinitsrelated commitments.

Parliament approves Iran’s accession
to Terrorist Financing Convention

Iranian lawmakers
approved a bill on the
country’s accession to
International Convention
for the Suppression of the
Financing of Terrorism
setby the FATF (Financial
Action Task Force), after
reviewing the comments of
opponentsand supporters
on Sunday open session.

Reportedly, outof276 MPs presentin
the meeting, atotal of 143 lawmakers
votedin favor ofthe billwhile 120 voted
against it. Five MPs also abstained.
The bill willnow be submitted to the
Guardian Council thatwill either suggest
amendmentstothetextand sentitback
tothelawmakersforreconsiderationor
passitintolaw.

Parliament’s open session on Sunday
morning was attended by Parliament
Speaker Ali Larijani, Acting Minister of
EconomicAffairsand Finance Seyyed
Rahmatollah Akrami, Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif, Intelligence
Minister Seyyed Mahmoud Alavi,
Governor of Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
Abdolnaser Hemmati, Vice-President
for Legal Affairs LayaJoneydi, Deputy
Foreign Minister for Political Affairs
Abbas Araghchiand Spokesman for
the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOI) BehrouzKamalvandi.

The session covered hearing of the
commentsofopponentsand supporters
of the bill on the Iran’s accession to
TerroristFinancing Convention. Behrooz
Nemati, the spokesman for presiding
board of Iran’s Parliament, who was
amongthesupportersofthebill, said the

-

governmenthasso farimplemented 40
recommendations by FATE He stressed
thatnecessarymeasuresshouldbetaken
soasnotto give the enemy any excuse
for misconduct, noting, “if we donot
acceptthe convention, we have actually
donenothing”inthisregard.Referring
totheaccession to the Convention by
over 188 countrieswith their ownterms
and conditions, Nematireiterated that
joiningthe conventionwouldremoveany
excuseand rightsforenemiestomeddle
with ouraffairs.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif,in his speech tosupportthe
bill,said he could notgiveany gaurantee
thatapproving the FATF-related bills
would solve Iran’s problems, but
rejectingthebillswouldallow UStotake
moremeasuresagainstthe country.
Mohammad Feizi,another lawmaker
supportingthebill, noted that meeting
international standards entails
approving laws compliant with
international banking regulations.

Noting thataccepting FATF'srulesis
asteptomeetthe global standards on
fighting terrorism, the official added,
italsowillbeagreathelp to keep the
channels to international financial
systems open. He maintained that
even Chinaand Russia, whicharelran’s
partners, have told the Islamic Republic
that they could not continue their
businesswith Iranifthe countrydid not
passthe FATFbills.

Mohammad Dehghan, who was
speaking against the bill, said the
recent depreciation of the Iranian
rail was caused by the government’s
implementation of some FATF
requirements. Iranian rial has been
indeclinein the pastweeks, plunging
to therecordlow 0f 192,000 against
dollarafewdaysago.Theofficialwarned
thatthe UShastargeted Iran’seconomy
and graspsatevery meansto carry on
withits objectives,implicating thatthe
FATFisone ofthe toolsto pose further
restrictionsonthe [raniannation.

Iranian Foreign
Minister
Mohammad
Javad Zarif, in
his speechto
support thehbill,
saidhe could
notgiveany
gauranteethat
approvingthe
FATF-related
bills would solve
Iran’s problems,
butrejectingthe
bills would allow
UStotake more
measures against
the country.

instrumentinthe fightagainst
transnational organized crime.
It opened for signature by
Member States at a High-
level Political Conference
convened for that purpose
in Palermo, Italy, on 15-12
December2000andentered
into force on 29 September

make

o Suppression of the Financing of
ACCCSSIOII tO Terroism, as one ofthe four FATF-related
c()nventi()ns Will f()il billswhich Iran had beenreviewing for

N . monthstoapprove.
US futul'eexcuses. Zarif said Iran’s accession to the

Zarif

Iranian Foreign Minister Zarif said
he could not give any guarantee that
approving the FATF-related bills would
solve Iran’s problems, but rejecting
the bills would allow US to take more
measuresagainstthe country.

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif made the remarks at today’s
open session of Parliament dedicated
to reviewing Iran’s accession to the
International Convention for the

Convention would foil the US’ future
excuses for hampering international
trade with the IslamicRepublic.
“Neither the presidentnorI can give
guaranteesthatthe passingofthesebills
would solve our problems, but what1
can guarantee is thatnot passing the
bills would allow the US to take more
measuresagainstus,” said Zarif.

The Iranian top diplomatthen voiced
confidence thatthe US’ recentsanctions
onlranwould fail as they did in the past.

Indefense ofthe Iran nuclear deal, which )
was signedin 2015 andlostUS as one of
the signatories this May, Zarif said the
multinational agreementwas successful
infoilingaseries ofexcuses cooked up by
the USand thelsraeliregimeagainstIran.
“If the JCPOA was not in Iran’s best
interests, the US would have not
withdrawn fromit. Ifthe JCPOA was not
beneficial to us, Netanyahu would have
notstood againstitfrom day one,” said
Zarif.

Zarif maintained that even Chinaand
Russia, which are Iran’s partners, have
told the Islamic Republicthatthey could
notcontinue their business with Iranif
the country did notpassthe FATF bills.

NEWS
Saudi Journalist Killed,
Dismembered at Consulate in
Istanbul: Source

SaudijournalistJamal Khashoggi was killed
and dismembered inside the consulate
building, aninformed source said.According
tothe Arabic-language Al-Khaleej Al-Jadid
news website, citing the informed source,
Khashoggi was tortured to death during
interrogationinside the consulate.
ATurkishsecurity sourcealso told Reuters on
Saturday thatagroup of 15 Saudinationals,
including some officials, arrived in Turkey
onboard two planes on the same day of
Khashoggi’'s disappearance.The source said
the team was atthe consulate that same day
and laterleft Turkey for Saudi Arabia.Turkey’s
official Anadolu news agency also saidina
reportthatthe 15 Saudinationalshad beenat
the consulate forabriefperiodlast Tuesday.

Iran, India to launch satellite

navigation system: Russia

The Russian Space Agency, Roscosmos,
announced on Sunday Iran and India plan to
launch satellite navigation systems.The head
ofthe Russian state space corporation, Dmitry
Ragozin, told Interfax the two Asian countries
aim to build their own satellite navigation
systems.

Thelargestglobal satellite navigation system,
Galileo, belongs to Europe, and China has its
own satellite system, he further said.
Ragozinnoted the mainissueis coordination
between the spatial devices (satellites)
in Earth's orbit, so that they do not
cause problems for each other at certain
frequencies.

He added the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) will
coordinate the operations and will ensure no
technical problems will be experienced.

IRGC Holds Drills Westof Iran
The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
Ground Force launched the final stage of
large-scale military exercisesinthe country’s
western province of Kurdistan on Sunday.
IRGC Ground Force Commander Brigadier
General Mohammad Pakpourannounced on
Saturday thatthe final stage of the war game
isheld in Shaho mountainousregioninthe
province of Kurdistan and in Kamyaranregion.
The firststage ofthe drills,dubbed Muharram,
kicked off six days ago with the presence of 70
percentofthe IRGC Ground Force’s Hamzeh
Seyed al-Shohada Base forces.

The final stage isheld after a civil defense
exercise attended by the Police,border guards,
and Basij (voluntary forces) in Kurdistan,
accordingtothe commander.

Tasked with protecting the country’s
northwesternand southeasternborders, the
IRGC holds several war games every year to
maintainits combat capabilities.

Stability in Middle Eastis impossible
withoutIran,thehead of Austrian Institute
for European and Security Policy, Werner
Fasslabend said duringameetingwith the
head of Iran's Strategic Council on Foreign
Relations, Kamal Kharazi.

“EU is now in a special situation and
Austria’s chancellor is EU’s current
rotating president. In this situation, the
importantthing for Europeis that the
world is changing and we have found
ourselvesinacompletely new condition,
towhichweshouldreact,” headded.

Stability in Middle Eastimpossible without Iran

“Europehasbeen following US for decades

it began by the time when euro was

and President Donald Trump has now
entered anew factor to the international
relationsthathasundermined Europeans’
stance. Soweneed todomore in economy
fields,” hesaid.

“EUhastwo priorities: oneis euro, which
should be consolidated inaway thatleads
tosuperseding US dollar. We have figured
outthathowdependentwearetoUSdollar
intrades with Iran, which is a weakness.
There have always been a competition
between Europe and Americans and

introduced. Since then, US has been
seekingtoundermine euro,” Fasslabend
said.

The head of Austrian Institute for
Europeanand Security Policy insisted that
Austriaisinterestedin preservingthe]Joint
Comprehension Plan of Action (JCPOA),
“becauseitisthebestcourse forresolving
security issues in the future”.“I can’t
understand thathow one side withdraws
fromadeal between five member states
ofthe Security Council, Iranand Germany.

When

the most prominent
powers of the world signadeal, it’snot
juston paper and International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) can continue its
investigations,” headded.
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Rouhani calls for immediate relief'to
flood-hitregions of northern country

Indirectives to Interior and Health ministries, President Hassan
Rouhani called for providingimmediate reliefand assistance to
victims of floods which hitnorthern provinces of the countryin
the pasttwo days.Rouhani ordered the two ministers to mobilize
all facilities of the neighboring cities for providingimmediate relief
topeopleinflood-hitareasinthe north ofthe country.Referring to

LT S

the coming months, the president ordered all related organisations to be ready and make

5000Rials weather forecasts about the high probability of frequent precipitationin
Monday,zctgger 82018 thenecessary predictions for similar disasters.
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The mayor of Isfahan

nor is it a human
movement. In the
world, children's
essential goods are
partofthe subsidy
that is given to
people. And thisis

Protecting children's rights duty of all

citizens

) Saying that protecting the children's

make every effort to achieve the cultural promo-

rights is the duty of all citizens, the
mayor of Isfahan said, "We should

tion and intellectual development of the chil-

dren."

"Theinternational organization of UNICEF has
chosen Isfahan as the child-friendly city, we
hopethatour city will be introduced officially
asthe capital of the child-friendly citiesin Iran
assoonas possible,” Ghodratollah Nowrouzi
said.

"Social ceremonies and the urban designs
should bein harmony with the presence ofthe
childreninsocietyand representourrespect
totheirrights," he hoped."The cultural, social,
and sportorganization of Isfahan municipality
will host various special programs in the city
onthe occasion ofthe international children's
day," he noted.

Pointing to holding the 13th summit of
investmentmanagers and public participation
association of metropolitan municipalities of
the countryinIsfahan, he said, "Inthis meeting,
the emphasize was placed on attracting

the private sector to participate in the
implementation of the projects and removing
thelegal barriers,and also the cooperation of
the municipalities tointroduce the investors
who are interested to base in Isfahan.”
Referringtovisiting the 21stInt'l Exhibition of
Building & Construction Industry, Nowrouzi
said, "The number ofthe visitors hasincreased
incomparisontothelastyear,and morediverse
goods have been offered; these casesindicate
thatthe hope for prosperity in construction
industry, purchasingand selling, and escaping
the stagnationinthe constructionindustry has
increased.”

Excellent Interaction of Isfahan municipality
with handicraftactivists

"The municipality has engaged with the
handicrafts activists in a positive way
during the last year," the head of Craft

Union of Isfahan said.

"Good things have happened in the field of
handicrafts and our interaction with the
municipality has been increased after the
meeting with the mayorin July. During thisshort
period oftime, we have created good events with
the cooperation of Isfahan municipality,” Abbas
Shirdel said."After thismeeting, an agreement
was concluded between the municipality and
the craftunion; the municipality provided us
with thelocal culture houses, and after that we

carried out good activities in thisregard,"” he
continued.

"We also held a greatexhibitionin Chaharbagh
Avenue by interacting with the beautification
organization of the municipality,”" he added.
"The municipality has also provided the Kowsar
cultural centerin Khorasgan for us, which was a
greataction,” Shirdel noted.

Referring to the positive performance of the
municipality in the field ofhandicrafts of Isfahan
province during thelastyear, Shirdel said, "It can
be said thatthe municipality has made a good
interaction with the handicrafts activists, and
ifwewantto scoreit, we will give 15 outof 20."

Parliamentapproves Iran’s accession
to'T'errorist Financing Convention

The governor general of Isfahan:

Water recirculation method to revive Zayande-

rood River

The governor general of Isfahan said that the total water
needed for continuous flow of the Zayande-Rood River
inIsfahanis 60 million cubic meters duringayear,
which would be reduced to around 30 million cubic
metersbyusingtherecirculation system.
"Therecentdroughts and the poor environmental
conditions around the world indicate that if the
countriesdon’tlook foragood managementand the
optimal use of water with the limited resources, they
will face many problems in the near future," Mohsen
Mehralizadeh said.

Pointingto forming the water task force, the governor
general of [sfahan said, "The enactments of the cabinet
of ministers to form anational task force for adapting
towater shortage hasbeen presented on March 3,and
the firstmeeting of this task force was held on March 14

toinvestigate the Isfahan governor general's proposal.”
Saying thatthe main responsibility of this taskforce
ischangingthe patterns of water consumption, he
added, "Inthereviving plan of ZayandehRood River,
replacing high water demand farming, establishing
greenhousesand creatingalternative industries and
new cultivation methods, improving the quality of
waste water, collecting wastewater; and providing it for
farmershavebeenaddressed and managed."
Pointing to three issues of proving water supplies,
proper use of water inagricultural and industrial
sections, domestic consumption, and also organizing
the fair share of consumptionindifferentareas based
on the water rights, he said, "Paying attention to
these threeissues simultaneously can help revive the
Zayndeh-RoodRiver."

South Africa Hails ICJ Ruling on US Anti-Iran Sanctions

South Africa's Department of International Relations
and Cooperationlauded the rulingby the International
Courtof]Justice which opposed the re-imposition of
sanctionsagainstIranby the US.

"South Africais concerned abouta US decision to
unilaterally withdraw from the 2015 nuclear deal
reached between Iranand world powersin Vienna
in July 2015 which was a great achievement for
multilateral diplomacy," the South African department
said.The departmenthasalsowarned thatscrapping
the deal might have unpleasantconsequences for the
partiestothe dealandall countries ofthe world, calling

for preservation of the international agreement.
The UN’sinternational courtofjustice reprimanded
the US overitsre-imposition of sanctions on Iran,
and ordered Washington tolift restrictive measures
linked to humanitarian trade, food, medicine and
civilaviation."The court considers that the United
States, inaccordance with its obligations under the
1955 Treaty of Amity, mustremove, by means of its
choosing,anyimpedimentsarising from the measures
relating to humanitarian needs, medicines, foodstuff
and agricultural commodities and civil aviation," the
ICJ'srulingsaid.

Tatarstan Eagerfor Broader Economic'Ties with Iran

President of the Republic of Tatarstan Rustam
Minnikhanov said on Saturday that his country
attaches great deal of importance to bolstering
economicrelations with the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Stressing the importance of economicties with Iran,
Minnikhanovasserted thathisrespective government
hopestoboostcooperation with the Islamic Republic
inalareas.

“We are in contact with our Iranian partners,”
Minnikhanov said adding that “efforts are underway
to expand mutual ties in various economic fields

including machinery, information technologies and
agriculture".

Referring to the US pressure on Iran and unilateral
re-imposition of sanctions, he noted that his country
sees “nolimitor hurdle in maintaining bilateral ties
withIran".

“Russiaand the European Union’s position towards
Iranisdifferentfromthatofthe US, and we follow the
policiesof our own country,” the Tatar presidentadded.
Minnikhanov noted thathis country has abig share of
Asianmarkets,and Iranisamongits key customers.
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