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Iran, Afghanistan to
expand transportation,
energy cooperation

Iran’s Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian said
on Monday that Iran and Afghanistan are
scheduled to enhance bilateral cooperation on
transportation and energy sectors.Speaking
exclusively with IRNA economic correspondent,
theIranian minister said thatduringan upcoming
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Iran's trade with Saudi Arabia became

The Arms embargo on

Iran-Afghanistan Joint Commission session, TR ey
the two countries will discusslaunching Herat- " "
Khafrailway, customs cooperation and issues
surroundingthe energy segcor.He said thatlran Zel'() Arms embargo
and Afghanistan canalso cooperate on renewable _ removal torestart
energieswhichrequireajointinvestmentscheme. . . . Iran economic
The minister said that officials from the two TheDirector General of Iran's Trade Promotion 7/‘ e Iragi ot
countrieswill do theirbestto giveaboostto Herat- Organization (TPO)'s Officeof Arabianand African [ CnEIE: Tl EXpe

|

khafrailway projectand reach the final point.
Afghan officials say that the railway project will
beinaugurated within the nextfew months which
they saywill be abreakthroughintraderelations
between the two neighboring countries.
Construction of Harat-Khafrailway, which is
underway in four partsandis 193 km, beganin
2007. Two parts ofthe railway (77km), whichis
located inIran, hasbeen completed alongtime
ago butthe two other parts (116km), on the
Afghansoil, areyettobe worked out.Khaf-Herat
is partofthe Iran-Afghanistanrail corridor. The
projectconnects Iran’s eastern city of Khafto
Afghanistan’s western city of Ghoryan.

Iranian officials, including President Hassan
Rouhani, have stressed the importance of the
projectinboosting trade ties with neighboring
countries, including Afghanistan.Expertsbelieve
speeding up the construction of Khaf-Herat
railway will make Chabahar Portin southeastern
Iran and Bandar Abbas, south Iran, more
accessible for shipping millions of tons of goods.

Mazandaran Expands
Power Output From DG
Systems

By the end of the current Persian calendar
year next March, 11 small-scale power plants
with distributed generation systems will come
on stream in Mazandaran Province, a deputy
governor said.With over $26.6 million in private
investments, the power stations are under
construction in different cities of the northern
region, Hassan Kheirianpour wasreported as
sayingby Bargh News.“Mazandaran has 22 small-
scale power plants producing 245 megawatts,”
he said. When operational, the new units will
add over 120 MW to the capacity.“It ranks first
amongall provincesininvestmentin small power
plants,” the official noted.The projects will help
reduce outagesintheregionaswellas preserve
sustainable supply to the power grid.Small-scale
electricity generationis slowly replacing big
fossil-fuel driven plants, which currently are the
world’s single largest contributor to greenhouse
gasemissions. As partofeffortstoboostelectricity
generation through cleaner energy, small-scale
power plants help protectthe environmentinthe
green province of Mazandaran with along Caspian
Seacoastline. The governmentis trying to forge
partnerships with private companies by offering
incentives to expand electricity generation. The
Energy Ministry guarantees the purchase of
electricity generated by small-scale plants for five
years.Private investorsin small-scale electricity
generation plants canearn $1,200 from producing
andsellingakilowatt of power.

Countries Farzad Piltanannounced thatIran's

tradewith SaudiArabiahasreached "zero"inthe

lastsixmonths.

o
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Speaking to ILNA
news agency, the
Iranian official
said that $8.16 of
Iran total export
was exported to
15  neighboring
countries in the
sixmonths ofthe current
Iranian calendar year
beginningMarch 20,2020.
“Among this group of
countries, Iraq and the
UAE are ranked first and
second, and Oman, Kuwait,
and Qatarareranked eighth
to tenth after Afghanistan,
Turkey, Pakistan, Russia,and
Azerbaijan.”

He continued “In thislist,
Bahrainand Saudi Arabia
areranked 14th and 15th,
after Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan”,adding that
Iran's exports to Bahrain
were $ 3 millionand exports
to Saudi Arabia were zero

“Also,inthefield ofimports,
16.78billion dollarsinthe
amount of 16 million and
524thousandtonsofgoods
havebeenimportedintothe
country during this period,
hesaid.

Farzad Piltan stressed
“In addition to unilateral
US sanctions, tensions in
political relations with some
ofthese countries, such as
SaudiArabia, and unrestin
countriessuchaslraqand

of coronavirus, and the
several-month suspension
oftrade with neighboring
countries have negatively
affected ourtraderelations."
Deputy Minister of Industry,
Mining, and Trade Saeed
Zarandi also said Iran
is currently focusing on
exportsto 15 neighboring
countries.

The official stated that
in order to focus on
export promotion to 15

especially non-oil exports,
Iran has already begun
briefings with the border
provinces.

"Formanyyears, the Iranian
economy is familiar with
the sanctions, but despite
this, sanctions last year
created a strong impetus
inthe country's economy,
especially in the industry,
which has now fallen
sharply”, Deputy Minister
ofIndustry, Mineand Trade

duringthisperiod.

Yemen, the currentoutbreak

neighboring

countries, madetheremark.

Iranian trade center
launched in Damascus

A R RN AL

Head of Iran-Syria Joint Chamber
of Commerce Keyvan Kashefi in an
interview announced the launch of
Iranian Trade Centerin Damascus, the
capital city of Syria, and delved into
details ofitslaunch.

Kashefitold ILNA thatthe centerhasbeen
setuponalandaround 4,000 square

meters in the free zone in the heart of
Damascus andithasbeenlaunched and
comeinto operation with investment of
Iran Chamber of Commerce.

Hesaid this centerhasbeenboughtinthe
foreign trade zone of Damascusandithas
adistinguished position especially for
deployment of Iranian companies and
economicactivities.

Kashefi noted that this building has
12 floors and two floors of it have been
allocated to the exhibitions and other
floors will provide different serviceslike
marketing, transportation,legal, banking
and insurance consultations.

He further said that with the launch of
the centerin Damascus, connection with
chambers of commerce ofimportant
Syrian cities like Aleppo, Homs and
Latakia will be possible.

Kashefialso announced deployment of
24 Iranian companiesinthe centerand
beginning oftheiractivities.

He furthersaid thatthe center by using

experiences of other countries has
tried to provide the deployed Iranian
companies in the center with their
needed facilities and servicesin different
fields.

Henoted thatthe centeris working to
hold some conferences and specialized
exhibitions based on needs of Iranian
companies.

Kashefithen pointed to the advantages
ofthe establishment of the center for
developingtrade between Iranand Syria
and expressed hope that the launch of
Iranian Trade Center would boost the
level of economicrelations between
private sectors ofboth countries.

Healso pointed to the exporttargetof $1b
to Syriaby the end 0f 2020, reiterating
that this center can play a key role in
materializing this exporttargetofIran.
He concluded hisremarks by announcing
Iran Chamber of Commerce’s readiness
for providing Iranian producers and
exporterswith services and information.
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Rouhani

Iran Ready to
Supply Gas, Oil

Iranian President Hassan

Monday, Rouhani said Iran
isready to connectgas and
oil product pipelines to

Products to Afghanistantoallow the
A fg hanistan: Afghan peopletousethose

R energy carriers.
President

Highlighting Iran’s support
for Afghan peace, stability

expressed apq security, Rouhani said,

the country’s readiness
to supply neighboring
Afghanistan with natural

)
1
V4
2
4
3
8
6
9

g = NN o|w o N
N D w2 o|lo o N
AN O O NOWWw
WO 2l gl NN

gasand oil products.

In a meeting with Head
of Afghanistan’s High
Council for National
Reconciliation Abdullah
Abdullah in Tehran on
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“Whatisimportantisthat
the people of that country
(Afghanistan) would gain
real peace to maintain their
achievements after years
of warand clashes,and the
solution to this problem
ispolitical talksand intra-
Afghannegotiations.”

Iran which was lifted
on October 18 after 13
years is an important
development that will
restart the Islamic
Republic's economic
engine, a former Iraqi
ministerhasannounced.
Jassem  Mohammed
Jaafaral-Bayati, Secretary
General of Islamic Union
of Iraqi Turkmen,
made the remarksinan
interview with IRNA on
Monday.
Athisremarks, the Iraqi
official praised Iranforits
strategicpatience during
theseyears.

From this date (October
18, 2020) and in line
with UN Security Council
resolution 2231, states
are no longer required
toseekinadvance case-
by-case approval by the
Security Counciltoengage
inactivitiesdescribedin
paragraphs5and 6 (b)
of Annex B of resolution
2231,whichincludethe
supply, sale ortransfer of
arms or related materiel
toand fromIran,Iran's
PermanentMissiontothe
United Nationssaidviaa
statementon Sunday.
Arms embargo removal
prepares the ground for
Iran to cooperate with
the developed countries
including Russia and
China, and even the
regional states, in the
relatedissues, the former
[raqiministersaid.

At a time when Iran
is under the unjust
US sanctions, the
annihilation of the
arms embargo was
animportantevent, he
added.

Through arms
cooperation with
modernworld countries,

Iran can upgrade its
defense facilities and
technologies, the Iraqi
officialunderlined.

He further described
Iran's patience as good
model forworld countries
to stand against the US
arrogantpolicies.

After end of arms
embargo,countrieswhich
havebeenhostiletolran
should now resume
interactionswith Tehran,
hestressed.

During the last few
months, the United
States attempted, in
violation of resolution
2231, to impose a new
armsembargoonlranto
noavail, as the Security
Council has rejected
illegal USmove.
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China Denies
Report It
May Detain
Americans, Says
US Mistreats Its
Scholars

China denied on
Monday that foreign
nationals are under
threat of arbitrary
detention, followinga
newspaperreportthat
Beijing had warned
Washington it might
arrest Americans in
China.

The Chinese foreign
ministry said it was
Washington that was
mistreating foreign
citizens, accusing
the United States of
"outright political
repression” of Chinese
academics.

"The US claim that
foreign nationals in
Chinaareunderthreat
of arbitrary detention
is playing the victim
and confusing black
and white," Foreign
Ministry spokesman
Zhao Lijian told a
regular news briefing.
China protects the
safety and legitimate
rights of foreigners, he
said, Reutersreported.
The Wall Street
Journal reported on
Saturday that Chinese
officials had issued
repeated warnings
to US government
officials that China
may detain Americans
in response to the
Justice Department's
prosecution of Chinese
scholars affiliated to
the military.

In September, a
State Department
advisory  warned
againsttravel to China,
saying the Chinese
government  uses
arbitrary detention
and exit bans for US
citizens and others
"to gain bargaining
leverage over foreign
governments".

The Trump
administration has
increasingly accused
China of using cyber
operations and
espionage to steal US
technological, military
and other know-how.
Beijingdeniesthis.
Earlier this year,
Chinese prosecutors
in June indicted two
Canadian citizens on
espionage charges,
a move seen by
Western governments
as punishment for
Canada's arrest of
Huawei Technologies
Co. Chief Financial
Officer Meng Wanzhou
inlate2018.
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Why Iran defends peace

L] [
process in Afghanistan?
Avisitto Iran by the Chairman of Afghan Peace Council Abdullah
Abdullah is undoubtedly far beyond just bilateral relations
between the two countriesandis scheduled to focus on the peace
processin Afghanistan and the challenges facing this process.
“Iran” newspaper published an article by Nozar shafiei, an
international analyst, on Monday, in which he expressed his
beliefthatthe political crisis in Afghanistan has affected all the
neighboring countries.
He said that cultural commonalities between Iran and
Afghanistan, border exchanges, as well as Iran’s opposition to

the presence of US forces in Afghanistan has doubled the impact
of Afghanistan’s developments on Iran, Shafieisaid.

He said thatIran has been grappling with a wave of Afghan
immigrants and shelter-seekers, drug trafficking from
Afghanistanaswellasborder conflicts with its eastern neighbor
overthe pastdecades.

Allthe above-mentioned challenges have raised Iran’s sensitivity
about Afghanistan so thatitis natural for Tehran to seek the
establishment of peace and stability in Afghanistan, the analyst
said.

In contrast, countries farther away from Afghanistan areless
likely to help resolve the issue fundamentally, especially when
those countries are challenging Afghanistan's neighbors, he

Russian officials stress developing
defense ties with Iran

Russian officials have announced that they will

develop technical-military cooperation with

Iranafterliftingarms embargo againstIran.

The Russian officials
believe that Tehran
is a trustable partner
for Moscow and two
countries will be able
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NEWS topromote structure of
_EEEZ  cooperationinvarious
fields.

Earlier on October 15,
Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria
Zakharovatold IRNA thatshe
hoped the USwould behave
rationally towards the end of
arms sanctions againstIran

added.

The United States has
both obvious and hidden
challenges  with a
significant portion of
Afghanistan's neighbors;
From Iran and China to
Russia and some Central
Asian countries and even
Pakistan, Shafieisaid, adding
that Afghanistanisaplace where
the US can cause serious inconvenience
tothese countriesby makingitinsecure.

NEWS

Israeli Forces Demolish Home,
Structures South of Al-Khalil

[sraeliforces demolished ahouse and agricultural
structures in Masafer Yatta,a Bedouinlocality to the
southofHebron (al-Khalil) inthe occupied West Bank.
Rateb Jabour, who monitorsIsraeliviolationsin the
area, told WAFA thatIsraelibulldozers demolished a
70-square-meter house, alivestockbarn,and atent
and destroyed their content, under the pretext of
construction withoutan Israeli permit.He said the
structures demolished belongto alocal Palestinian
manidentified as Akram Sari Abu-Sabha.Jabouradded
thatthe occupation forcesalsodestroyed water pipes
thatservehomesinthearea.Theareaof Masafer Yatta
isafrequenttargetofalmostdaily attacks by Israeli
soldiersand settlers. Almost every day, attacks by the
Israelioccupationforces orsettlerson Palestiniansare
reportedinthearea.

Iraq Launches Major Operation
against Daeshin Mosul

whichtookplaceonOctober  rejteratesthatarmstransfer and Washington will go
18.Shereferredtothesupport ¢4 [ranisbeingdiscussedby nowherebythesethreats.
oftheRussianForeignMinister  the UNSC.In the meantime,

Sergei Lavrov for the removal
oftheanti-Iranarmsembargo

full implementation of the = ganctions since itis used to
Resolution2231andthejoint it Russia's Ambassador to

Comprehensive Plan of Action TehranLevanDzhagaryaninan
(JCPOA).Meanwhile,Russian  jnterviewwith Russianmedia travel bansrequiresnonew Minister
: _ . 561 Interfax said undoubtedly resolution."In one of the JavadZarifinamessage on
Lavrovinaninterview with - Jiingiran’sarmsembargowill JCPOA’s innovations, the
facilitate cooperationbetween

Foreign Minister Sergei

‘Al Arabiya’said thatthe UNSC
in Resolution 2231 which
approves Iran nuclear deal

Iranand Russia.

Russian deputy foreign released a statement on
minister Sergei Ryabkov terminationofUNSCSecurity ofarmsrestrictionsandthe
andsaid Russiainsistsonthe = s4iq Russiahasnofearof US armsrestrictionsandtravel travelbanweredesignedtobe
ban, saying the definitiveand automaticwithnootheraction
unconditional termination required,"thestatementreads.
Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign
Mohammad

of arms restrictions and

termination  of

requiresnonewresolution,nor
doesitrequireany statement
Iranian Foreign Ministry oranyother measurebythe

Security Council. The lifting

Sunday described ending
definitiveand unconditional armsembargo againstIran
arms asamomentous day forthe
Hesaid Russiaisabigpower restrictionsandtravelbans internationalcommunity.

Iraqiforceslaunched amajor operationin Mosul, the
center of Nineveh, to clear the area of the remnants of
Daeshterrorists.“Thejointforceshavebegunliberating
the Kanous Island from Daesh, using artillery and
airstrikes,” amilitary source, speaking on condition
ofanonymity, told Shafaqg News agency on Monday. A
floatingwalkway willbealsosetuptotheisland tohelp
forcesintheiranti-terror fightin the northern city of
Mosul, the source added.Inrecentmonths, suspected
Daeshmilitantshave stepped up attacks, particularly
intheareabetween Kirkuk, Salahuddin (north),and
Diyala (east), knownasthe “Triangle of Death”.In2017,
Iraqdeclaredvictory over Daesh by reclaimingall ofits
territory-aboutathird of the country’sarea-invaded
bytheterroristgroupin2014.

However, theterroristgroupstillmaintainssleeper cells
insomeareasoflraqand periodicallylaunchesattacks.

Iran naval weapons
capable of competing
with foreign types

Navy Commander Rear Admiral Hossein
Khanzadi said that Iran has increased its
marine capabilities which can today compete
with their foreign types.Due to self-sufficiency
in manufacturing naval weapons, Iran sees
noneedtoimportthem, the commander said,

accordingtoareportofthe Armyinformation
center on Monday. Arms embargo on Iran's
naval forces is justjoking, the commander
said while referringto day of October 18 when
arms embargo on the country waslifted after
13 years.He further pointed to naval capability
tobuild indigenous destroyers whichisan
important power whose testhasalready been
donesuccessfully.AboutexportingIran'snaval
products, the commander said the Defense
Ministry will decide whether to selladomestic

product that enjoys high quality.In arelated
development, Iran's Permanent Mission to the
United Nations said viaa statement on Sunday
that"Fromthis date (October 18,2020) and in
line with UN Security Council resolution 2231,
statesarenolongerrequired toseekinadvance
case-by-case approval by the Security Council
toengageinactivitiesdescribed in paragraphs
5and6 (b) of AnnexBofresolution 2231, which
include the supply, sale or transfer ofarms or
related materiel toand from Iran."

No Iranian Assets
Frozenin China:

Spokesman

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson
Saeed Khatibzadeh denied reports of
blocked Iranianassetsin China.
Speaking ataweekly press conference
on Monday, Khatibzadeh rejected the

(Iranian) moneyisblocked in China.”
“Many (such) reports (aboutIran-China
ties) are incorrect. We are in constant
talks withthe Chinese,” he stated.

There areresourcesin Chinathatare
beingused for Iran’s economic cycle,
the spokesman said, adding that
thoseresourcesare different from the
frozenIranianassetsin]Japan, Iraqand

said Iran has stepped up effortsto useits
foreign currencyreserveassets frozenin
other countries despite the USpressures.
Governor of the Central Bank of Iran
Abdolnasser Hemmatisaid earlier this
monththathisnegotiations withthelIraqi
officialshaveyielded “positive” results,as
the Arab countryhasgivenitsapproval to
therelease of Iran’s frozen assets for the

Thelragiarmyand popularforces continuetocarry out
frequentoperationsagainsttheterrorgroupinthese
partsofthe country.

Yemen’s Ansarullah Says Ready
to Swap All Prisoners with Ex-
Govt.

Yemen'sHouthi Ansarullahmovementsaiditwasready
toexchangeall prisonerswith the ex-government, one
dayafteramajorprisonerswapbetweenthetwosides.
“We areready to exchange all prisoners, including
former Defense Minister Mahmoud al-Subaihi,”
Mohammed Ali al-Houthi, the chairman of Yemen's
Supreme Revolutionary Committee, said inaposton
his Twitter account.Al-Subaihi was captured by the
revolutionary group in March 2015.Al-Houthialso
called for forminganindependentcommissiontolook
intotorture of prisonersheld by the ex-governmentand
the Saudi-led coalition.

On Thursday and Friday, the two sides swapped
prisonersunderthe supervision ofthe International
Committee ofthe Red Cross (ICRC).On Sept.27,ajoint
statementby the[CRCand the UN announced adealin

“untrue” reports about the relations €lsewhere.

between Tehran and Beijing, saying, “No

purchase ofbasiccommodities.

Lastweek, President Hassan Rouhani

Genevabetween the tworivals to exchange over 1,000
prisoners,including 15 Saudisand four Sudanese.

Speaker Underlines
Iran’s Supportfor Afghan
Constitution, Government

Speaker of the Iranian Parliament Mohammad Bager
Qalibafvoiced Tehran’s support for the efforts to maintain
Afghanistan’s constitution and government.
Inameetingwith Head of Afghanistan’s High Council for
National Reconciliation Abdullah Abdullah in Tehran
on Sunday, Qalibafreaffirmed Iran’s support for the
protection of the Afghan government, constitution,and the
grand assembly, known asloyaJirga.

“Americans only seek to promote their own plansand do
notcareaboutprogressand security of [slamic countries,”
theIranian speakersaid.

He added that Afghanistan has been suffering from
insecurity and instability from the former Soviet Union's

invasion ofthe countryin 1979 up to the current presence
of USforces.

“Aslongasregional countries and people of these countries
and their different ethnic groups have notachieved unity,
coordination and empathy, foreign forces, topped by the
US, will only pursue their own ominous goals," Qalibafsaid.
Iran's parliament speaker said the Islamic Republic has
always tried to reinforce unity among Muslim countries
withoutany interference in their internal affairs, noting
thatmany issuesrelated to Iran and Afghanistan are
intertwined and the two countries enjoy deep historical
and culturalbonds, Press TV reported.

Abdullah, for his part, commended Iran's support for
his country, saying that Tehran aims to support the
establishment of peace in Afghanistan within the
framework ofthe country's constitution and under the
aegis ofits [slamic government.

He added thatIran and Afghanistan are working on a

comprehensive
document for boosting bilateral
cooperationand have managed to make major advances
inthisregard.
Iran and Afghanistan have common historical and
civilizational roots and their common customs will further
cementbilateral cooperation, he further said.



Iranjoins COVAXinitiative: Official
Director-General of Drugs and Controlled Substances of Iran’s Ministry of
Health Heidar Mohammadi said on Monday thatIran hasjoined the World
Health Organization’sinitiative for fairand equitable distribution of vaccine
doses.Mohammadisaid thatthe Ministry of Health has signed the letter of
Iran’sjoining the COVAX initiative and has officially become a partofit.
Headded Iran will have its share of the vaccine doses whenever the vaccine is

produced.Theinitiative plansto ensure COVID-19 vaccines are available worldwide

20000 Rials

toboth higher-income andlower-income countries.Earlier, Deputy Minister of Health Ali-

RezaRaeesihad said thatthe WHO had given sufficienttime to Iran to pay the pre-purchase of
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glorious momentin
Russian officials Tran’s diplomacy:

. Kamalvandi

stressdeveloping

Aspokesman for the Atomic
Energy Organization of [ran
BehrouzKamalvandionSunday
described theremoval ofarms
sanctionsasabrilliant point
inIran'sdiplomacy.Referring
tothelifting ofarms embargo
against Iran at 3:30 a.m. on
Sunday, he calledita turning
pointforIran, saying thatthe
[ranian people's resistance
ultimately bore fruit after 5

defense ties with Iran

Iran Readyto Suppg
Gas, Oil Products

to Afghanistan:
President (4)

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:50:45 yearssince]JCPOAwasclinched

! andIran'srighteousnessand
NoencaliprayEE diplomacy shonesignificantly
11:48:02 aftertheworldvotednegatively
Evening call to prayer: to Trump's unilateralismand
17:42:16 bullying. The world knows that

Iran has never sought non-
peacefuluse ofnuclear energy
andthattheso-calledmaximum
USpressure,whichisinhumane
and vicious, especially on
children, women and the sick,
will result in the US further
isolationand breakdown ofits
satanichegemony, hesaid.

WEATHER

thevaccine.The goal of COVAXisby the end 0f2021 to deliver two billion doses of safe, effective
vaccines thathave passed regulatoryapproval and/or WHO prequalification.
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Iran's trade with Saudi Arabia became

Leaked Documents Show How UAE President
Amassed UK Property Portfolio

Asecretive UK property portfolioworth an estimated 5.5£bn

hasbeenrevealed asbelonging to one of the world’srichest
heads of state, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed al-Nahyan, the
presidentofthe United Arab Emirates and emir of Abu Dhabi.

Leaked documents and court filings
obtained by the UK’s Guardian newspaper,
together with analysis of publicrecords,
showed howthe Emiratiruler, 72,amassed
aproperty empire thatincluded buildings
in some of London’s most prestigious
locations.

Among them were Berkeley Square in
Mayfair and the freehold of 95 buildings
surroundingit; One Kensington Gardens,
where apartments are currently on the
marketforbetween£18mand£26m;anda
residential blockin Knightsbridge housing
the Ecuador embassy, where WikiLeaks
founderJulian Assange spent seven years
inhiding.

Included too were the world’s oldest
Bentley car dealership, the famous
Annabel’s nightclub and the Time Life
building on New Bond Street, now home to
the Hermesluxury goodsstore.

Khalifa’s London property empire
appeared to eclipse even that ofthe Duke
of Westminster, the 29-year-old billionaire
who owns swathes of the city.

Yetdespite the size of Khalifa’s property
portfolio, for manyyears theidentity of the

ownerwas keptsecret. Transactions were
carried outthrough a group of companies
basedinthetaxhaven of the British Virgin
Islands, and handled by elite London law
firms.

Accordingto thereport, the advisersand
lawyers were careful never to name the
UAE president, simply referring to him as
“the Client”.

“It (the property portfolio) was created
inasubterranean way through stealth-
like deals, quietly put together over many

years,” asource familiar with Khalifa’s
businessdealingssaid.

The documents showhow itispossible
inthe UK forawealthyinvestorsuchas
Khalifatobuild up,largely below the

radar, asprawling property empire with
about 1,000 tenants, utilisinga complex
structure of shell companiesin offshore
havensand administered by some of
London’s toplaw firms.

Khalifa’s UK property interests had first
cometolightin 2016, with the Guardian’s
expose of the Panama Papers. They gavea
glimpseinto howthe UAE’s presidenthad
secretlyacquired dozens of central London
propertiesworthmorethan£1.2bn.
However, therecentdocuments suggest
thatKhalifa’s holdings were worth almost
fivetimesthat.In2005 alonehespent£1bn
on five properties,accordingto courtfilings.
By 2015, the portfolio had swelled in value
to £5.5bn with annual rental income of
£160m.

Although owning UK property through
offshore companies is perfectly legal,
and there are no suggestions of any
wrongdoing, the UK government has
committed to introducing aregister of
overseas companies owning UK properties
to make the market more transparentand
tocombatcorruption.

A spokesman for Lancer, Khalifa’s
property management firm, said thatall
ofthe properties had been “legitimately
purchased”. Eversheds, one ofthe law firms
involved, said thatithad acted “strictly in
accordance” withitslegal and regulatory
obligationsatall times.
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Brexit Brinkmanship: UK Tells EU Door Still

Openfor Deal

Britain said on Monday the door was still openifthe European

Union wanted to make some small concessions to save Brexit

tradetalks, butthatunless the blocbudged there would be ano-

deal exitin 10 weeks.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said on Friday
there wasno pointin continuing talks and it
was time to prepare for ano-deal departure
when Britain’s informal EU membership -
known as the transition period - ends on Dec.
31.

But Michael Gove, his Brexit supremo who
favorsadeal, has struckamore conciliatory
tone, sayingagreement could be reached ifthe
bloccompromised.

“Itwould be sensible at this point for them
to go thatextramile, to come closer touson
the points thatremain for discussion,” added
British Housing Secretary Robert]enrick.
“Wehope thatthey could come forward now
with some relatively small butimportant
changeswhichrespectusasanindependent
sovereignnation,” he told Sky News.

EU chief negotiator Michel Barnier had
been due in London for talks with British
counterpart David Frost this week. Instead,
theywillnow speakby telephone on Monday to
discuss the structure of future talks, Barnier’s
spokesmansaid, Reutersreported.

European Commission Vice President Maros
Sefcovicis duein London forameeting on
implementation ofthe 2020 divorce deal with

Negotiations broke down on Thursday when
the European Union demanded Britain give
ground. Issues still to be resolved include fair
competitionrules, dispute resolution and
fisheries.

EU diplomatsand officials castJohnson’s move
asafranticbid to secure concessions before
alast-minute deal was done, and European
leadershave asked Barnierto continue talks.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said
compromisesonboth sideswould be needed.
French President Emmanuel Macron said
Britain needed a Brexit deal more than the
27-nationEU.

“We areready foradeal, butnotatany price,”
hesaid.

Ano-deal finale to the United Kingdom'’s five-
year Brexit crisiswould disruptthe operations
ofmanufacturers, retailers, farmersand nearly
every othersector - justas the economic hit
from the coronavirus pandemic worsens.
Britainislaunchinga campaign this week
urging businesses to step up preparations for
that.Inastatementaccompanyingthelaunch,
Govesays: “Make nomistake, there are changes
cominginjust75daysand timeisrunning out
forbusinessestoact.”

More than 70 British business groups
representing over 7 million workers on Sunday
urged politicians to getbackto the negotiating
table nextweekand strikeadeal.

“With compromise and tenacity,a deal can be
done.Businesses call onleadersonbothsides
tofind aroute through,” they said.

Gove.
Biden'Tl'ump North Carolina for comments the
, . * . , presidenthasmade claimingthatthe
Continuesto LietoUs' ysis turningthe cornerand getting
about Coronavirus past the worst of the COVID-19

Democratic presidential nominee
Joe Biden on Sunday slammed
US President Donald Trump
for continuing to "lie about the
circumstances” of the coronavirus
pandemic.Biden reportedly
hammered Trump duringarally in

outbreak.Most statesinthe US are
seeingrates of COVID-19infections
rise."The other night, Trump said
inone of hisrallies, 'we’'ve turned
the corner," Biden said, according to
NBCNews. "Turnthe corner? Things
are getting worse. He continues to
lie to us about the circumstances”,

The Hill reported.Trump has
made such remarks on numerous
occasions, includingjustadayago
inJanesville, Wis.,where he claimed
that a vaccine would be on the
marketshortly."Weare rounding the
corner," Trump said Saturday. "The
vaccinesare unbelievable. Exceptfor
alittlepolitics. We have unbelievable
vaccines coming outreal soon. And
the therapeutics (treatments) are
unbelievable."
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