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Aran-Bidgol
saltlake

The salt lake is
locatedinthe central
desertregion ofIran.
Thislakeisknownas
Aranva Bidgol salt
lake. Choosing this
name is due to the
high salinity of the
lake, in such a way
that salt particles
float on the lake in
the summer.

This lake with the
length and width of
80and 30kilometers
respectively is the
result of tectonic
subsidence that is
created 795 meters
above the sealevel.
The area of Aran-
Bidgol salt lake is
about 3000 square
kilometers;itislike
a triangle that its
vertex facing the
north.

This natural site is
covered with salt
deposits which
have been created
over centuries by
the accumulation of
floods and surface
water. The saltdepth
here is between 5
to 54 meters, which
is separated by the
clay layers. The
interesting point
here is that the
water level of the
lake will reach to
two centimetersin
some areas in the
rainy months, but
whenthe sunshines,
itwill be evaporated
quickly.
Theimportantrivers
thatgetinto thislake
are the Shour River,
Karaj River, Jajrud
River, Hableh-Rud
River, and Qareh-
ChaiRiver, all ofthem
located onthenorth
and west of this site.
The mostimportant
compounds in the
saltlake are sodium
chloride, sodium
sulfate, magnesium
chloride, magnesium
sulfate,and etc.

Uraman Takht: A Fascinating Natural Site of Iran’s Kurdistan Province
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Jandaq is a small city located
south ofthe central desertoflIran,
northeast of Isfahan province and
isan administrative division of
Na'in city.Jandaqisacombination
oftwo Persian words, thatis, Janb
(nextto) and Daq (desert).

Thecityislocated atthe heartofthe desert
anditishard to go there. However, the city
attractsalotofdomesticand foreign tourists
every year. The small city contains many
tourismattractionsas follows.
Thesoleresidential fortressinIran
Thereare historical relics dating back to
about2,000yearsagoinjandaq. Thecityhas
beenlocated on the path ofthe historical Silk
Roadand hasbeen aplace where caravans
rested.

There is a fortress in Jandaq, which is
called Anoushirvan Fortressandis the sole
fortressinthe country where peoplestilllive.
Anoushirvan Fortressis one of the biggest
historical fortresses offthe country which
comprises walls with towers on the four
sides.

Thehistoricaland spectacularfortresshasa
gate, whichis flanked by two towers, each 22
mhigh, and opensto the east. Anoushirvan
with its unique architectures is located
amid the historical partofJandaqand has
special characteristics. Ifyou go thereinthe
middle ofthe summer, youwould be having
acold weather while the climateis relatively
warmerinwintertime. The fortress encircles
oldandbeautifulhousesinwhich the people
ofJandagstilllive.

Religious people

The grand mosque of Jandaq and the once
residence of the famous poet, Yaghmay-e
Jandaqi, arelocated inside Anoushirvan
Fortress. The grand mosque ofJandaq has
beenaplaceforgatheringsheld by the faithful
since 960 AH and includesasquare whichis
used formourning over Imam Hossein (AS)
duringthelunar month of Moharram.
Allpeople ofJandaq are Twelver Shiasand
strictlyreligious. Despiteits small population
(about6,000), religious caravans are sent
out from the city to Saudi Arabia, Iraq,and
Syria annually.The house of Yaghmay-e
Jandagienjoysaspecial architectural style
amongall houses which have been built
inside Anoushirvan Fortress. The building
enjoys historical significance andin the case
ofgood attention by officials, itcanbe turned
intoamajortourismattraction.
Egyptinlran

Avillage called Mesr (Persian name for
Egypt) islocated 40 km from Jandaq and
isamajorresortfor domesticand foreign
tourists.

Thevillage hasbeenbuiltabout 150 years
agobyaperson called Yousefand he named
hisvillage afterthe citywhere Prophetjoseph
(Yousefin Persian) oncereigned. Due to
its geographical location and existence of
beautiful sand dunes, the village is very
attractive to eco-tourists. Tourists canride
on camelswhenvisiting the village.ltwould
beanincredible experience to pass through
sand dunes, which will be possible during
avisittoJandaq.Also, caravans of tourists
visiting the village, spend the nightin the
desertsoastowatch starsinbeautiful nights
ofthelraniandesert. Foreign tourists visiting

Iran

theregionhave been surprised atseeingso
muchbeauty.

RedgoldinJandaq
Saffronisamajorproductofjandaq. Thecity
yields ahigh-quality variety of the Iranian
saffron, butdue towater shortage, itis only
consumed bylocals.Jandaq carpets have
beenamongthe mostfamousIranian carpets
sincealongtimeago. Due tolongdistance,
unemploymentisamong major problems
ofthecity. People of Jandaq make aliving by

workingatbrickkilnsand weavingNaein ~ Thereare
carpets.TherearemanyminesaroundJandaq historical
whereyoungpeoplework. Peopleoffandaq  relicsdating
expecttheircitytobecomemoreprosperous  backto
byattracting touriststo their desertcity. about 2,000
Warm-blooded and hospitable years ago
People ofJandaq are very warm-blooded,  inJandag.
perseverantand hospitable due to their Thecityhas

Islamicandreligious culture.Jandaq andits

people have been mentionedintheworlds ~ onthe
ofvarioushistoriansand writerslike Nasser pathofthe
Khosrow, in his travel logs, Hamdollah historical Silk
Mostofi, in his book “Nuzhat ul-Qulub”, Road and
Mogqaddasi, in hisbook “Ahsan ul-Tagasim”, hasbeena
and Hekmat Yaghmaeiin hisbook “On the place where
ShoresofSaltDesert”.Apolice stationwas ~ caravans

establishedin]andaqin 1941, butitwas  rested.
dismantledin 1971 because, during those
30years,notasingle casewasreferred toit.
Thestationhasbeenreopened since 5years
ago,butitonly handles casesrelated toroad
accidents.The people ofJandaq have a great
spiritand play host to tourists who visit
their city from early fall up to the middle of
the spring. During thatperiod, the weather
inJandaqis very pleasant for tourists who
crave to know moreaboutits historical and
natural heritage.

WHERETO STAY

Setareh Hotel:
Good Restaurant, Well
Position

Setareh Hotel, with the calm and pleasant
environmentand the combination of modernand
traditional architecture and beautiful decorations,
islocatedinthe historical partoflsfahan,about500
meters to Naghsh-e-Jahan square. Constructed on six
floorswith 52 differentrooms and suites, benefiting
suitable decoration and appropriate facilities. This
hotelalsoincludesatraditional restaurant,asummer
restauranton the roof, coffee shop, coffee net,room
service,and private parking places and try to provide
acalmand pleasantenvironment for the tourists
traveling to Isfahan.

Rooms

Setareh hotel constructed on six floors with 52
different rooms and suites, benefiting suitable
decorationand appropriate facilities.

Summer Restaurant

The summerrestaurantontheroofofthe hotel, with
atremendous view of Naghsh-e- Jahan square and
servingafternoon meals, beverages and also Persian
and continental foodsin openand clearair of Isfahan
isyourhost.

Coffee Shop

The coffee shopisopen24hoursadayinthehotel.
Traditional Restaurant

The traditional restaurant, with its exclusive
architecture thatreminds the feasts held by the
Iraniansinthe past, presents many kinds of traditional
Iranian and continental foods, drinking tea in the
traditional coffee shop, willbe no doubtregister
amemorable and unforgettable day in your life’s
memories.

Formality

Banquets and ceremonies star hotel designer,
performer,and implementation ofthe bestwedding
ceremony holding seminars and conferences,
consultantand designerluxury ceremony dedicated
embassies with kitchen and lounge. Star hotel with
ceremonies and banquets sure to enjoy being together
with good memories from our gift. The aim Warm the
series,always achieve the highestlevel of quality. In
thisregard inspired fromthe lastmethod ofthe world
and integrate it with the tastes and culture of Iranian
aswellasgathering ateam of experienced futuristic
styleand implementation of proceduresand Wedding
stylistservices created to meetyourtrustis.

beenlocated

Uraman or Huraman, as it is called in the
Kurdishlanguage,isavastarea coveringthe
entiresouth of Kurdistan Province, westofIran.
Ithasavery fineand pleasant weather. The
area, due its mountainous terrain, isrich in
touristattractions and natural fascinations.
Some ofthese attractionsinclude “Darband
Dezli” region withits highlandsand green
slopes,and the “Abshar Maloor” waterfallwhich
obtainsitswaterfromthe snowmeltingonhigh
mountains.

Terraced farms and stone architecture of

terracedvillages, where theroofs ofonerow of
houseshappenstobethe courtyardsofanother
rowofhousessituated onahigherlevel,add to
thebeauty oftheregion.
Uramanvillageislocatedinaneast-westvalley
onasteepslopeoverlookingthenorthernfront
ofthe TakhtMountains 75 kmsouth ofthe city of
Marivan.Sincethevillagehad beenthe centerof
thelocalrulers, itis called Uraman Takht, takht
meaning thronein Persian. The climate of this
regioninspringand summerisvery pleasant
anditisvery coldinwinter.

TheUraman TakhtVillageisone oftheattractive
rural areas of Kurdestan which besides its
panoramic views has valuable tourism
capacitiesbecause oftheannual performance
of an ancientand wonderful ceremony of
Peer Shahriar.Theinhabitantofthis territory
and theirlanguage is known as Hevarami.
The Urami dialect of Kurdishis spoken here.
Ancientfiretemplesandremnantsofthisregion
indicatethattheinhabitantswereZoroastrians
before embracingthetruthoflslam. The Sirvan
Riverflows fromthe deepvalleys ofthisregion

and

meandersintoneighboringlraq. The

borderareas of the Sirvan Riverare called

Ravar. Herethelandsare covered withwalnut,

pomegranate, figand mulberrytrees. In spite

ofrugged geographical climaticconditionsthe
inhabitantsabidebytheirtraditions.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Jarchi Mosque: important
bulldlngs in Qalserle market

Jarchi Mosque was builtin 1019 AH by Malek Sultan
Jarchi Bashi, nearthe Grand Bazaar of Isfahan. Ithas
no courtyard, and is actually like a shabestan.The
inscription onthe monumental portal of the mosque
is designed with calligraphicart work. Decorative
tile works with dark blue color theme isalso used
to design the Shabestan. White and brown color
flowersare other ornamentation on the tiles. Among
these decorations, the white and russet flowers
aremore obvious.The altar ofthismosque ismade
of marble and the materials like tile, stone, brick,
plaster,and even wood. In some mosques, we can
see several altersthatindicatesalarge population
or the existence of different beliefs and prayers;
although this mosqueissmall,ithastwoaltars. The
Ivanatthe entrance oftheJarchimosque (the portal
ofthemosque) is designed with beautiful Mugarnas
works.Inthe past, people made doors from plane or
walnutwood, so thatthe xylophagous cannotcause
structural damage to the doors; the entrance gate
ofthismosque thatremained intact, is considered
asoneoftheinteresting historical monuments of
Irananditseemsthatitisalso made of plane wood.
Thereisasmall stone-troughin frontofthe entrance
gate of Jarchi mosque; stone-troughs are among
the decorative and ritual objects in the religious
buildings.




referred to major challenges facing the industries. He referred to water
shortage, environmental issues, limited foreign investments, lackluster
governmentconsideration, privatesector limitationsand unilateral foreign
sanctionsassomeofthe challenges.“Butthe main pointisnotthe existence of
thesechallenges, ratherthe differentweights ofthese challengesintheminds
ofpolicymakers, non-ferrousindustry playersand industry development
pundits,”hetold the gathering.“Thismakesfocusingadequately on priorities
moredifficult."Bakhtiarinoted thatthe conference wishestostrikeastate of
unisoninthethoughtprocesses ofthe mainstakeholdersoftheindustries.

Attended byabout30majorlocal firmsand 10 international companiesin
additiontothe mainauthorities oftheindustriesand experts from Germany,
Italy, France, Finland, Spain, Australia, India, Georgia and Turkey, the

International Engineering Company,
who mainly tried to emphasize the
vast potential in the non-ferrous
metal industries.“For instance,
we exported 58,000 tons oflead in
2017, whereas our true potential
(capacity) was 110,000 tons,” hesaid.
“Weexported 136,000 tons of copper,
whilewe couldshipupto456,000tons”.
He pointed out thatthe efficiency of the
industries, inrelationto theirworkforce, is only
afractionofthatwitnessedatthegloballevel.

Iran Eyes Developmentof Non-
Ferrous Industries

Non-ferrousmetalsand miningindustriesin [ran haveremainedrelatively
underrated, consideringtheirnotable share ofnon-oil exports—amajor
focusforthe country, especiallyinview of the reimposition of USsanctions.

Donya-e-Eqtesad Media Group, Financial Tribune’s parent company, is
holdinga first-of-its-kind two-day Iran Non-Ferrous Industries Market
and Related Technologies Conference and Expoin Tehran on Tuesday, with
stateand private sector playersinattendance. The mainaim ofthe eventisto
directmoreattentiontothevitalindustries against the backdrop ofachaotic

currency marketthathastaken the center-stagein the pastfewmonths.

Major Challenges

The confab, heldinthe IRIB Conference Center, wasinaugurated by Alireza
Bakhtiari, the CEO of the media group and anindustry player, who first

NEWS

India Cuts Oil Purchases from US,
Turns to Iran Ahead of Sanctions

Indian buyers reduced US crude purchases and
loaded up on Iranian oil ahead of the restart of
US sanctions next month and as the WTI-Brent
differential narrowed, according to traders and
shippingintelligence firm Kpler.

US oil shipments to India fell to 84,000 barrels per
day (bpd) lastmonth,down 75 percentfrom arecord
highof347,000bpdin]June, Kpler datashowed. India
accounted for 12 percentof US crude exportsinJune.
Lastmonth, Indian buyerslifted purchases of Iranian
crudeto 502,000 bpd,up 111,000 bpd over August,
in "a last gasp" of purchases "before sanctions
actually hit," aUS-based trader said, adding thatthose
additional barrels displaced US crude.

Overall US exportsalsofell 917,000 bpd to 1.7 million
bpdinthelastweek of September, according to the
Energy Information Administration, asastronger US
dollar and Brent's premium to WTI fell, making US
crudelessaffordable.

India, which hasbecome akey Asian destination for
US crude thisyear, hasbeen one of the top two buyers
of Iranian crude. However, the country's refiners since
June have cut purchases of Iranian crude ahead of US
sanctions.

US exports to all Asian countries fell 73,000 bpd to
427,000 bpd lastweek, while US shipments to Europe
dropped 102,000 bpd to 543,000 bpd, Kpler data
showed, accordingto Reuters.

Iran's crude exportsto Chinaalsoincreased by 29,000
bpdto 620,000 bpd, according to Kpler, as China cut
itsUSpurchasesamid an ongoingtrade spatwith the
United States.

Chinese increase in Iran oil
imports could offsetimpact of US

sanctions: Novak

China's possible decision to increase itsimports
ofIranian oil could offset the negative impact of US
sanctions on Iran's oil industry, Russian Energy
Minister Alexander Novak said on Thursday.

'We do not fully understand how the consumers from
the Asia-Pacificregion willreact,and whether China
willincreaseitsimports [of Iranian oil]. There will be
no change [on the market] if the flow of Iranian oil is
redirected. Therearealotof uncertainties thatwe do
notfullyunderstand today, Novaksaid on the sidelines
ofthe Russian Energy Week, Sputnikreported.
Novakpointed out thatthe move would affect Chinese-
UStraderelations, triggeringanother stage of trade
war between Beijingand Washington.

'These volumes are insignificant for the Chinese
economy,soifthereisadecision [tostopimportingUS
oil], the People’s Republic of China will be able to shift
to other sources withoutany problems, the Russian
ministeradded.Mediareported on Wednesday citing
the presidentof China Merchants Energy Shipping Co
(CMES) thatshipments of US crude oil to China had
been stopped amid the escalating China-US trade war.
Iran’s envoy to the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) Hossein Kazempour
Ardabili said in late September that other OPEC
members will be unable to compensate for missing
Iranian oil supplies on the marketafter US sanctions

conferenceisslated tobecomeatourdeforceontheregionalscale.

VastPotential

Bakhtiari was followed by Mohammad Abka, CEO of Foolad Technic

Bakhtiarinoted, for example, thatIran’s copperindustry has %25 of the

efficiency seeninternationallywhilezincand aluminumindustriesonlyhave

one-third ofthe globallyaccepted efficiency.

Official: Iran Highly Capable to Jump
Oil, Gas Export

Iranian Deputy Oil Minister
Hamid Reza Araqi said on
Wednesday that Iran has the
capability toincreaseitsoiland
gasexporttoalarge extent.
Araqi, who also serves as the
CEO of the National Iranian
Gas Company (NIGC), made
the remarks on the sidelines
of Russian Energy Week
International Forum.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is able
toincrease its oil exports volume at
international level, he said asserting
thatIranis highly capable of exporting
gastotheneighboringstatesand other
countries.

Given the environmental issues
discussed, it is predicted that gas
consumption will experience a
significant growth in the nextfewyears
upby 2030, he maintained.

Islamic Republic of Iranis one of the
major gas producers in the world, he
said, adding “mostneighbors will use
Iranian gasin the near future, so thatit
islogical to prepare infrastructures for
exportinggas toneighboring countries”.
He pointed to gas-supply project
inthe country and said, “100 and 95
percentofurban and rural areas ofthe
country have been supplied with gas
respectively. In the same direction, gas
hasbeen supplied to mostindustrialand
petrochemicalindustries of the country.”
CEO ofthe National Iranian Gas Company
(NIGC) Hamid-Reza Araghi once again
reiterated thatIran has high potential to
transmitits gas tothe neighboringstates
and other countriesinthe LNG (liquefied
natural gas) form.

While Iranis one of the few atthe top
oflistofrich statesin terms of energy
resources, both oiland gas,in the world,
the USis after cutting Iran’s revenues
from energy exportoflran. Due to the
facts,and therichresources of Iran,

5 )

many experts believe thatthe US dream
will never come true and will further
exacerbate the situation in the world
energy market.

On July 8, the Iranian parliament’s
research center has readied a
comprehensive plan thatincludesa
detailed list of policies and moves to
fightoffsanctionsas Washington sped up
attemptstorally international support
forintensified pressures on Tehran.
The comprehensive “active anti-
sanctions plan” thathasbeen compiled
at the parliament research center
afterlong studies and consultations
with experts from Iranian research
and academic centers, traders and
entrepreneurs is now under study
by senior Judiciary, Parliament and
Governmentofficials forafinal editing.
The program that mainly aims to make
the country “unsanctionable” hasbeen
developedin contrastto the US sanctions
programand hasreportedly been edited
seventimesso far, several MPs told FNA.
Information obtained by FNA reveals
the program offers a package thatalso
involvessocialand cultural measures to
reinvigorate the country’s economy and
infrastructure againstthe US sanctions

thatcomeinto effectfrom 90 to 180 days

after their re-imposition and seek to
wear offIran’s economy step-by-step.
The plan also entails specific time-
based nuclear, security and political
leverages that would be enforced in
reprisal for enemy threats, whileitalso
envisages transient waivers thatcould
be extended, halted orannulled based on
relevantdecisions by authorities.

The plan to make Iran sanction-proof
includes detailed measuresintwo 90-
120 daysand 180-210 days periods in
various areas of monetary, bankingand
currency sector, liquidity management
and deterring middlemen disruption
and negative interference, optimized
forexreserves management, facilitated
money transfer in the international
market, reduction of intermediary
currencyrole, strategic commodities,
budget resources and use, energy,
business, trade, structures, culture,
society, mediaandlegal affairs.
Meantime, several other plans have
also been compiled by university
and research centers for improving
economy through reinvigoration of
national potentials to make the country
sanctions-proof.

Whilelranisone
ofthefewatthe
top oflist of rich
statesinterms of
energy resources,
bothoiland gas,
intheworld, the
USis after cutting
Iran’srevenues
fromenergy export
ofIran.Duetothe
facts,and therich
resources of Iran,
many experts
believethatthe US
dream will never
cometrue and will
furtherexacerbate
thesituationin

the world energy
market.
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Iran, Russia
conferon
usingnational

currenciesin
trade

Heads of Iran and Russia central
banks metin Moscow Thursday,and
discussed variousissuesrelated to
banking cooperation, particularity
theuseofnational currenciesintrade

Following the recent meeting of
Iranian and Russian presidentsin
Tehranfocused onboostingtradeand
financial tiesbetween the twosides,
the Governor of Central Bank of Iran
(CBI)Abdolnaser Hemmatiheadeda
delegationto Moscowand held talks
with his Russian counterpartElvira
Nabiullinaon Thursday.Duringthe
meeting, thetwosides conferd onthe
useofnational currenciesinbilateral
trade, theuse of financial messaging

funding of civiland development
projects.Head ofthe Central Bank of
Russia, ElviraNabiullina, voiced hope
that cooperation between the two
countries’bankingnetworkswould
increaseinthenear future withinthe
framework of aroadmap recently
agreed onbythetwo countries.

They also agreed to continue
technical and  specialized
negotiations between the two
sides’ teams of experts until the
desiredresultsareachievedinthe

In a post on his Instagram page
following the meeting, Hemmati
said the talkswiththehead of Central
Bank of Russiawere “constructive”,
which could serveasa “good start
for developing financial and trade
relationsbetween the two countries.”
Healsonoted the strongresolve on
the part of Russian leadership for
developingeconomictieswithlIran,
addingthatconductingtransactions
onthebasisofnational currencies

What's News

o Iran's
Biggest

Mortgage
Provider

Extends €14b
in3 Decades

Iran's housing and
construction sector
has received about
2.09 quadrillionrials
(over 14€b) worth
of loans during the
pastthree decades,
accordingtothe state-
runagentbank ofthe
sector.

The value has been
converted based on
the euro's Tuesday
exchange rate of
146,210 againstthe
rial, asthe dollar saw
wild fluctuations in
the day and a clear
and stable rate was
elusive.

Bank Maskan
disclosedalong-term
lending portfolio that
showsithasallocated
atotalofabout2.22
quadrillionrials (over
15€billion) fromthe
fiscal 89-1988 up to
the end of the fifth
month ofthe current
fiscalyearonAug.22,
accordingto Financial
Tribune.

Of this amount,
the overwhelming
majority, about 2.09
quadrillion rials,
has been dedicated
to the housing and
construction sector,
reports HIBNA, the
official news outlet of
thebank.

The total number of
loans handed out to
applicants during
the -30year period
was reported at
10.03 million, of
which 8.86 million
loans were allocated
to the housing and
constructionsector.
Bank Maskan, which
is owned by the
Maskan Investment
Group, accounts for
almost all housing
loans allocated to
Iran's housing and

! ' systems, theincrease of the level of wouldbe one key topic of discussion construction sector.
against Tehran go into force. transactions. brokerage relationships,and the  aforementionedareas. betweenthetwosides. The Central Bank of
\_ J Iran doesnotprohibit
other banks from
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First VP: Iran’s Oil Buyers Never Stop

Iranian First Vice-President
EshaqJahangirisaid thatdespite
the pressures and sanctions
imposed by the US to prevent the
country’soil exports, Tehran will
continueits crude sales."Despite
all pressures by the Americans,
Iran has its own customers and
everything is moving ahead
without any problem,” Iranian
Legislator Behrouz Nematiquoted
Jahangiriassayinginaclosed-door
session with the parliamentarians
in Tehran.According to Nemati,
the [ranian first vice-president
also said that the country has
exported over $26blnworth ofnon-
oil productsin the past 6 months.
His remarks came after Managing

Director of Exports Guarantee Fund
ofIran Kamal Seyed Aliannounced
latein September thatIran’snon-
oil exports would increase by the
end ofthe currentIranian calendar
year (on March 20, 2019).The
official recounted thatthe Iranian
outward trade in non-oil sector
wouldwitnessa 1.5 timesboostby
the end ofthe currentIraniansolar
calendar year from $45 billion to
$60 billion.“We cannotsolely count
onlran’s oil, while itis possible to
manage the country without oil
revenueswith properand efficient
management of non-oil exports,”
Kamal Seyyed Alisaid addressing
the Export Guarantee Fund of Iran
workshop.

sector. However, all
of them, except the
state-run Bank Melli
Iran, have refrained
from entering the
sector due to their
own problems,
including a hefty
creditcrunch.
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Trump
Repeatedly
Humiliates
Saudis: Iran’s
Zarif

Iranian Foreign Minister

Mohammad Javad Zarif
highlighted the Donald
Trump administration’s

arrogantnatureand the Saudi
government’s wrong policy
to rely on the US supports,
suggesting that Tehran and
Riyadh can “build a strong
region”.“President Trump
repeatedly humiliates the
Saudisby sayingthey can'tlast
2 weeks withouthis support.
Thisistherecompense for the
delusionthatone'ssecurity can
beoutsourced,” Zarifsaid on his
Twitter accounton Thursday
evening. “Weagainextend our
handtoourneighbors:let'sbuild
a"strongregion"”,and stop this
conceit,”headded in histweet.
US President Donald Trump
madeanewremarkaboutclose
ally Saudi Arabia on Tuesday,
sayinghewarned SaudiArabia’s
KingSalmanhewouldnotlastin
power “fortwo weeks” without
thebackingofthe USmilitary.
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Putin: Presence
of USforcesin
Syriaillegitimate

Russian PresidentVladimir
Putin stressed that the
presence of the US troops
in Syriaisillegitimate and
violatesthe UN’s Charter.
Putinmade hisremarksat
the Russian Energy Week
plenary session, SANA
reported from Moscow.
The Russian president
stressed that the US
violates the UN’s Charter
since the foreign military
presence on the territory
ofanother state without
approval of the UN or a
requestbythegovernment
ofthatstate constitutesa
flagrantbreach ofthe UN’s
Charter,addingthatthere
isnorational explanation
for maintaining US forces
in Syria after the defeat
of Daesh (ISIS) terrorist
organizationinthe country.
He reiterated Russia’s
continuouseffortstoreach
asettlement for the crisis
in Syria and eliminate
terrorism in order to
restore security and
stability, noting that Sochi
agreementonIdlebserves
thispurpose.
Inastatement following
histalks with the Austrian
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz
in St. Petersburg, Putin
expressed hopeinreaching
a settlement in Syria,
underliningtheimportance
of coordination with the
Syriangovernmenttomake
progresstowardsachieving
thisgoal.

Pentagon sees Chinaas 'growing
risk' to US arms industry

The US Defense Department has warned that Chinarepresents
a"significantand growingrisk"” to the supply of materials vital
to the US military and national security, according to anew
Pentagonreport.Thereare nearly 300 vulnerabilities that could
affect critical materials and components essential to the US
military and arms industry, the Pentagon saidinanearly -150
pagereportreleased Friday."Akey finding of this reportis that
Chinarepresentsasignificantand growingrisk to the supply of
materials and technologies deemed strategicand critical to U.S.
national security,” the reportsaid.

Thereportalso examined US shortcomings that contribute to
weaknessindomesticindustry,includinginconstant US military

budgets thatmake it difficult for American companies to predict
governmentdemand. Another weakness cited was in US science
and technology education.

Anumber ofrecentdevelopments have heightened tension
between Beijing and Washington, including a bitter trade war
between the world's two largest economies. The trade war has
addedtotensions over cyber spying, freedom of navigationin the
South ChinaSeaand self-ruled Taiwan.

US Vice President Mike Pence accused China on Thursday of
efforts toundermine President Donald Trump ahead of the
November 6 congressional elections, saying that Beijing was
"meddlingin America'sdemocracy."

Pence's comments echoed those of Trump himselfin remarks
at the United Nations last month, when Trump said that
"China has been attempting to interfere in our upcoming

2018 election."Chinese officials
rejected the accusations. The
Trump administration sees
national security risks from
Beijing's growing military
and economiccloutand wants
to be sure Chinais notable
to hinder the US military by
cutting offsupplies of materials
or by sabotaging technology it
exports. Thereportnoted that 90
percentofthe world's printed circuit
boardsare now producedin EastAsia, with over
halfofthatoccurringin China, presentingarisk to US military.

Iranian people tofoil sanctions, slap
US again: Supreme Leader

Iranian people, particularly the youth,

will slap the US on the face once again

by defeating the sanctions whichisthe
lastweapon of the enemies, the Supreme
Leadersaid on Thursday.

The greatgathering of ‘The Service by Mobilized
Forces’ where tens ofthousands of Basijmembers
(Mobilized Forces) from Tehran Province have
cometogetherwasheld at Azadi Stadium earlier
Thursday. Ayatollah Khamenei delivered a speech
totheaudienceatthegathering,

The Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution--
Ayatollah Khamenei--beganhisspeechbyreferring
totheupcomingArbaeenmarchandasserted: The
veryimportantdays comeafter Ashura: the days of
thesagaofLadyZeinab.

The Leader of the Revolution addressed the
audience onthe comingofthe Arbaeenand said:
Arbaeenisaround the corner. Our nation, the Iraqi
nationand many people from other nationsare
making the arrangements for the great saga of
Arbaeen.

Ayatollah Khamenei mentioned thatthe [ranian
andlIraginationsare preparingthemselves forthe
magnificent Arbaeen march ofmillions ofbelievers
and added: Ondayslike these days the roads from
Karbala, Kufa, Levant (Shaam) towards Medina
were the path on which the glorious saga of Lady
Zeinab (a.s.) and Imam Sajjad (a.s.) alongwith other
captives of Ashuraunfolded with theirluminous
movement: these personalities managed to make
themessage of Ashura eternal--makeitperpetual
andimmortal.

He wenton to say: On these days, we, too, feel a
stronger bond with those magnanimous martyrs
inour hearts. Ayatollah Khameneidescribed the
Arbaeenmarch ofmillionsas: The Arbaeen sagais
awonderful phenomenonwhichhasunfolded--by
the Graceand Mercy of God-- atatime when the
World of Islammostneeded such epic.

The Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution

offered asummary of the points he was to deliver
tothe 100 thousand gatheringand maintained:
The gistof my speech today represents 1st,Iran’s
majesty; 2nd, Islamic Republic’s sovereignty; and
3rdIraniannation’sinvincibility. Thesearenotonly
some superficial slogans, like the slogans some
others chant. Theseare facts thatIran’s enemies
wish the Iranian people don’trecognize, orignore
themand think otherwise aboutthemselvesand
their country. Butthese factsare too obvioustobe
denied.

Ayatollah Khamenei stressed thatthe greatness
ofthelraniannationisnothingnewand has been
there for centuries,adding: Asforthe topicofIran’s
majesty, notjustinthe presenttime—rather, Iran’s
majestyisahistoricalmatter througheras.Ourdear
country hasmanaged to stand out proudlyamong
Muslim nations—and in some epochs, among
allnationsinthe world—onarenas of science,
philosophy, politics,artsand humanities. Thisistrue
inourera,andatthe historical eras, exceptfor the
200years precedingtheIslamicRevolution--thatis,
duringthe Qajarand Pahlaviregimes--whenIran’s
majesty wasdamaged duringthesereigns.

“On the sovereignty of the Islamic Republic,”
Ayatollah Khamenei held, “it suffices to pointout

thatitsaved Iranfromthe domination of UKand US;
adominationthathad beguninearly 19th century
and arrogant, merciless foreigners ruled over
country’severymatter”

Hewentonto say: Forthe firsttimein therecent
century, the Islamic Republic could prevent
dissolution of the country in a war. For the first
time, the Iranian nation duringthe 8-yearimposed
war, managed to disappointthe extensive front of
the enemy, and maintain the country’sterritorial
integrity.

Ayatollah Khameneidescribed the [ranian nation
asundefeatableand asserted: I pointed outto the
invincibility of the Iranian nation—which is, of
course, because of [slam. This invincibility canbe
observed inthe nation’svictory during the Sacred
Defense against Saddam’s invasion and their
resistance againstenemies’ conspiracies during
40years.

AyatollahKhameneipraised theroletheyouth ofthe
country can playinthe progressand development
ofthenationand said: Thetip ofthe arrow of the
huge popular movementisyou, the youth. The
experienced elderly, if nottired and exhausted,
canguideandlead; buttheyouthare the engine for
movement; similarly, itwassointhe past.
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Syriahails China's effort to
stand against terrorism

Foreign and Expatriate Ministry on Thursday held a farewell
ceremony at the Four Seasons hotel in Damascus for Chinese
Ambassador to Syria Qi Qianjin on the occasion of the end of his
duties as China’'sambassador to Syria.

Delivering a speech, Deputy Foreign and Expatriates Minister
Fayssal Mikdad said that China has stood by Syria during the crisis,
which affirms the deep-rooted relations binding the two friendly
countries, hailing the presence of the Chinese Embassy members
duringthe crisisand their steadfastness along the Syrian people,
SANAreported.

Mikdad pointed outtheambassador’s effortsinbolsteringbilateral
relations between Syriaand China, which have improved greatly
over the pastyears, especially in the economicand commercial
fields.Mikdad indicated that China has exerted every possible
effortto standinthe face ofterrorism and supportSyriaatthe UN
Security Council with the aim of confronting the draftresolutions
thatsoughtto destroy Syria.For his part, the Chinese Ambassador
thanked the Syrian establishments for the effortsand coordination
they provided to help him overcome the difficulties he faced asan
ambassador, hailingthe victoriesachieved by the Syrian Arab Army
undertheleadership of President Basharal-Assad.
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Russia: Iran fighting
terrorism in Syrialawfully

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
said on Thursday thatIranian military forces are fighting
international terrorism lawfully and on the invitation of
the Syrian government.

She made the remarksin anews meeting where she
referredto Iran’srecentmissileattackonthose behind the
terroristattackin Ahvazoffthe eastern coastof Euphrates.
Iran's Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) on Monday
fired six surface-surface ballistic missiles at takfiri
terrorists' positionsinareas eastof Euphrates Syria.
Inthe operation, some ofthe leaders and agents of the
recentterrorist crimes werekilled orinjured, and their
infrastructuresand ammunition depots destroyed.
Atleast 25 people, including women and children,
were Kkilled and more than 60 others injured
in September 22 terror attack in Ahvaz which took
place during a military parade held to mark the 38th
anniversary of the eight-year (88-1980) warimposed
on Iran. The self-proclaimed Saudi-affiliated Al-
Ahwaz terrorist group claimed responsibility for the
attack.

report

Hagel: It’s complete folly to threaten Iran

Former US Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel on
Thursday sharply criticized tough talk on Iran
from senior Trump administration officials
determined to ouster regime-backed forces from
Syria.

“Idon'tknow whatour foreign policy objective
isinthe Middle Eastor almostanywhere else,”
says former defense secretary at Defense One
interview.

“The U.S.doesn’teven control halfof Syria. You've
got2,000[U.S.]troopsupinthenortheastcorner.
Imean, come on,you're notgoingto drive Iranians
outof Syriawith 2,000 Americantroops,” Hagel
said in an interview with Defense One. “It’s

anything.

complete folly to think you're going to threaten
the Syrians or the Russians or the Iranians into

“TheIranianslive there,” he continued. “The U.S.
doesn’tliveinthe Middle East. Unlessyou're going
tosomehow eliminate the geopolitical realities
ofthat—well, good luck Mr. Bolton. There is no
otherwayaround this, you're going to have to find
someresolutionbased onthe common interests
ofthose countries.”
Hagel’s criticism comes atamoment of intense
scrutiny of the Trump administration’s strategy
toboxin Tehran, an objective that officials have
made acornerstone of the president’s foreign

policyintheregion.

focus.”

al-Assad’sregime.

“Thisisnotthe Obamaadministration, would be
my message to [ranand anybody else,” Bolton told
reportersatthe White House later on Thursday
whilerolling outthe Trump administration’snew
counterterrorism strategy, which makesIrana

Hagel scoffed at the notion that the presence
0f2,000 U.S. troopsin Syria would be sufficient
to ensure the departure of the thousands of
Iran-backed fighters and proxy militialeaders
operatinginsupportof Syrian President Bashar
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Chinadescribes USvicepresident's

claimas 'ridiculous'

Chinarejected the US vice president's claim that
Beijingwas meddlingin American elections, describing
the anti-Chinese remarks as 'unwarranted' and
'ridiculous'.“China has initiated an unprecedented
efforttoinfluence American publicopinion, the 2018
[midterm congressional] elections,and the environment
leadingintothe 2020 presidential elections,” US Vice
President Mike Pence said on Thursday duringahighly
anticipated speechin Washington, dispatchesreported.
Inreaction, Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Hua
Chunyingsaid on Friday that Mr Pence had 'slandered’
China. 'The relevant speech made unwarranted
accusations against China's domestic and foreign
policies and slandered China by claiming that China
meddlesinthe USinternal affairsand elections. Thisis
nothingbutspeaking on hearsay evidence, confusing
rightand wrongand creating something out of thin
air,’ Chinese state news agency Xinhua quoted Hua as
saying.'Itisveryridiculous forthe US side to stigmatize
itsnormal exchanges and cooperation with Chinaas
Chinainterferinginitsinternal affairsand elections,’
said Hua,addingthat Chinaalways follows the principle
ofnon-interferenceinothers'internalaffairsand hasno
interestin meddlingin USinternal affairsand elections.

Iran could use Russia-US line to
alerton Syriaattacks

The United Statesisurging Iran to use the US-Russia
deconflictionlinein case of possibleairstrikesin Syria,
unlike arecentIranian strike, which came with no
warning, US Central Command Commander General
Joseph Votelsaidinapressbriefing Thursday.

'We have a well-established professional
communication channel with the Russians thathas
worked welland has keptourrespective forces safe as
we've operated inthisvery complicated airspace, Votel
toldreporters.'Solthinkthereissomethingavailable
thatthey [Iranians] could use rightnow, Sputnik news
agencyreported.

The statement addressed a Monday operation by
the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)
when multiple ballistic missiles were fired at several
terroristtargetsin Syria’s Abu Kamal region, where the
organizers ofthe September terroristattackin Ahvaz,
Iranwerelocated.

The sstrike hittargetsjustafewkilometers away from
positions of UStroops, Tasnimnewsagency reported.
AccordingtoIran’s Supreme National Security Council
Ali Shamkhani, Tehransentthe USmilitary'animportant
signal' with theattack.

Iran-Azerbaijan bordercooperation

satisfactory

Commander of Ardebil province Border Guards on
Thursday hailed Iran-Azerbaijan Republic cooperation
in protecting joint border as satisfactory, saying
that currently, thereisno special problem along the
province’sborderswith the country.

Brigadier General Houshang Hosseinitold reportedlate
Thursday thatthe interactionis to the extentthatthe
Iranianand Azeriborder guards meeteach othertwo or
threetimesadaytoremove possible problems.
Security prevails along the Iranian borders with
Azerbaijan Republic, he said.

Sayingthat Ardebil province as one ofthe safestborders
ofthe country,he noted thatno suspicious case hasso far
beseenintheborderareasofthe two countries.
Located innorthwestoflIran, Ardebil province has 380
kilometers of commonborderwith Azerbaijan Republic.

“You

tellme whatthe foreign

policy objectiveistousing 2,000 American troops

stationed in Syriaand thenI'llgiveyouananswer.

[don’tknow what our foreign policy objective

isinthe Middle Eastor almostanywhere else,”
Hagelsaid.




Slemani filmfest.

2 Iranian documentaries tovieat 2018

Two Iranian feature-length documentary films have made it into the
international competition program ofthe 3rd Slemani International Film
Festivalin Iraqi Kurdistanregion.The 3rd edition of Slemani International

Film Festival, scheduled for October 10-16 in Sulaymaniyah, Iraqi Kurdistan,

will screen five feature-length documentary films in the main international
competition section.'Song of God’ by Aref Mohammadiand ‘IStay’ by Fatemeh
MazrbanrepresentIran atthe feature-length documentary lineup. The three

other filmsin thissectioninclude ‘The Scars of Dictatorship in the Life of an Actor’ by

Saturday,October 6,2018

and ‘Armanli’ by Noura Gamal from Egypt.
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Ansarullah
callsforpeace
in Yemen

Yemeni Ansarullahleader
called for establishment
of peace in the war-torn
country and urged Saudi
Arabiaanditsallies to stop
aggression.'We will not
surrender,’ Abdul Malek
Badral-Din al-Houthi said
in a local ceremony.He
noted thatthe Sana'a-based
Ansarullah seeks peace
in Yemen and ending the
enemies' aggression and
invasion.The Ansarullah
leadersaid thatSaudiArabia
and Yemen's fugitive former
president Abd Rabbuh
Mansur Hadi have always

.

sabotaged the peace process
inYemendespite concessions
made by the Ansarullah.He
referred to the US role in
the deterioratingeconomic
conditioninYemenandcalled
fornational solidarityagainst
enemies' conspiracies.Itis
for more than three years
thatthe peopleof Yemenare
underthe Saudi-led coalition

) Low:9°cC

Becominacloudy attacks.

Sustainable development of country
depends on city-to-city cooperation

"We are seeking for asustainable development

of urbanizationin Isfahan, we believe that the
work axisfocus should be based on human-en-
vironment development, environment and, and considering
the next future generations as well; according to the sustain-
able development, nobody is trying to pay attention to to-
day's life, but they try to ensure and protect the interests of

future generation," Ghodratollah Nourowzisaid.
"Currently, thereis no empathy between the cities of the
countryregarding directing the investors, while this is
an essential matter, and the secretariat of metropolitan
mayors' forum should workonit, sothatwe canuse these
communications to build and develop the cities," the
mayor of [sfahan continued.

Emphasizing on this fact that we should not only pay
special attention to one city, he said, "If our neighboring

city develops, we will succeed in the same direction
too; therefore, we should consider the success of the
neighboringcity as oursuccessto create alinkbetween
these smallislands, then we will arrive to witness the
prosperity of our beloved country.”

Istahan terminals provide efficient service to

passengers

This summer, one million and six hun-
dred thousand passengers have been
transferred through five passenger
terminals affiliated to Isfahan municipality, said
the Managing Director for the Organization of

Passenger Terminals of Isfahan Municipality.
"Since the beginning of this summer up to
now, 125 thousand suburban transportation
service such asbus, minibus and taxis, have
transferred passengers through five urban
terminals,” Abbas Mahboobisaid.

Kaveh terminal provides daily services
to120 differentgeographicalregionsofthe
country and Sofeh terminal services have
been allocated for transferring passengers
to60 different parts of the country.
Mentioning to the existence of two hotels
in Kaveh and Sofeh terminals, this official
said: "five thousand passengers have been
accommodated atthese two hotels."
Pointing to the appropriate measures being
taken by this organization with regard
to beautification of the city terminals, he
said: "painting walkways, curbs, railings
and walls and also partial and complete
repairing of different partofthese terminals,
seasonal flowers planting and trees and
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shrubs pruning, completion ofthe entrance
and exitlighting project ofthe urban train
stations at Kaveh terminal are among the
accomplished activities of this organization
during summer days."

Refering to the complete and round the
clock readiness of the personnel in the
terminals, he continued: "the health
officer of the organization holds sufficient
supervision on distributed edible items
in booths and restaurants. The police
forces are also based in terminals for the
enhancementofsecurity and welfare of the
passengers.”

Iran, Russia conferonusing
national currenciesin trade

Canada Claims it Was Targeted by Russian

Cyberattacks

The statement came justhours after Dutch Defense Minister
Ank Bijleveld claimed that four Russians had attempted
to carry outacyber attack on the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in The Hague.
"The government of Canada assesses with high confidence
thatthe Russian military'sintelligence arm, the GRU, was
responsible" forthese cyberattacks, the foreign ministry said
inastatement, RIA Novostireported.

Theallegation comesamid the accusations against Russia by
the US, Great Britain,and the Netherlands.

The US]Justice Departmenthas announced charges against
sevenalleged Russian military intelligence officials, accusing
them of multiple hackerattacks around the world.
Earlierinthe day, Londonand Amsterdam accused Russia of
cyberattacks. The statements were promptly backed by NATO
Secretary General Jens Stoltenbergand US Defense Secretary
James Mattis.

Allthe claims were made during the ongoing NATO Defense
Ministers summitin Brussels.

Western officials put forward accusations againstalleged
Russian hackingattacks onaregular basis, while Moscow
hasrepeatedly denied such claims, stressing thatithas no
intentiontointerferein other countries'internal affairs.
Mehdi Honardoost went on to say thatimperialist forces
arebehind currentunrestofthe Islamic world while Iranis
payingthe price of resisting the imperialist pressures.
'Iranwillimproveits ties with all of its neighbors, he noted.
The envoy said Iranian Free Trade Zones have great potential
for Pakistani businessmen and they should avail this
opportunity throughjointventures.

Patronin Chief of Chamber of Commerce and Industry Quetta
Ghulam Farooq Khailji expressing his views said that the
Quettatradebodyis playingavital role to enhance ties with
neighboringIran. He also suggested signing a Free Trade
Agreementwith Irantoboostthebilateral trade.

Earlier Patronin Chiefof QCCland President Haji QCCI Juma
Khan Badazaiwelcomed the [ranianambassadoruponarrival
atthehead office of the trade body in Quetta.

Russian Diplomat: Nothing Newin UK PM’s
Remarks, London Bypassed UN Many Times

Russian Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
stressed that statements by British Prime Minister Theresa
May on the admissibility of military operations withoutthe
authorization ofthe UN Security Council, where Russia can
veto such proposals, contain nothingnew.

"From London's official point of view, military operations
are permissible withoutthe authorization ofthe UN Security
Council, [so] thereisnothingnewin May’s statements. Here
the problemissomething quite different. Her predecessors
had toblush, find excuses and apologize to the international
community for these military operations without the
UN Security Council’s authorization, which they deemed
possible and permissible to conduct,” the diplomat told
reportersatapressbriefingon Thursday, TASS reported.
Sherecalled that former British Prime Minister Tony Blair
apologized forthe factthatthe UKtookpartintheillegitimate
Iraqwarin2003.

"From the standpoint of many people in the West, these
actionsare admissible, butlater they attempted to justify
themselves, while the whole worldis trying to stave off their
destructive consequences,” Zakharovanoted.

The UN Security Council has 15 members, including five
permanentones, which have the power ofveto. These are
Russia, the UK, China, the United States and France. By
applyingthisright, each ofthese countries can blockany UN
Security Council resolution regardless of how many votes
were castin favor ofany document. Moscow callsits Security
Council vetorightthe cornerstone of the UN’sarchitecture,
and withoutthat,itwould loseits stability.

The spokesperson also said arecentdecision by the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) to reinstate Russiainto the
global organization prompted Britain to stoke another anti-
Russian smear campaign employing false accusations.

Last month, the world’s governing anti-doping body
announced its decision to reinstate the membership of the
Russian Anti-Doping Agency (RUSADA), which had been
suspendedsincelate 2015.

"As soon as Russia was reinstated into this sports
organization, Great Britain, atrusted ally of the United States,
whichhasbeenmercilessly drowningus, rushed for help,"
Zakharovaadded.

"Anew wave of fake news, accusations and statements
atdifferentlevels broke out," she stated, noting that "for
instance, the British Foreign Office, which asitturns out
now is specializing on security issuesin the sphere of
IT technologies, recently came up with a series of mind-
boggling statementsin their ‘highly-likely’ fashion on the
involvement of the so-called GRU (Military Intelligence
Service) in cyber attacks around the globe, even against
WADA's servers".

Accordingto Zakharova, itisan obvious attempttolink the
WADA situation to the already hyped-up cases of the Skripals,
Salisbury and Amesbury.

"Withoutany analysis whatsoever we see thateverything
-the GRU, cyber spies, Kremlin hackers, WADA - has been
poured and mixed into asingle bottle of perfume, perhapsin
aNinaRiccibottle of perfume,” the Russian diplomat stated,
addingthat"itis simply a hellish perfume mixture".
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