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Iran Gov'tto Continue Supply of
Subsidized Essential Goods

Thegovernmentplanstocontinuesubsidizingessential
goodsinthenextfiscalyear (March2021-22).
According to Vice President Mohammad Bager
Nobakht, who doublesasthe chairman of Iran’s Plan
and BudgetOrganization, the governmentwill channel
earnings from oil exportstoimportessential goodsat
thesubsidized rate of42,000rialsper USdollar.
Hemadetheremarksonthesidelinesofameetingofthe
so-called BudgetHeadquarters 1400 (theIranianyear
startingMarch2021),Mehr News Agencyreported.
The Plan and Budget Organization held the first
meeting oftheheadquarters on Aug. 22. Discussions
centered onthe makeup ofthe headquarters, the Joint
Commission—a parliamentary body responsible
forreviewing thebudgetbill as well as the five-year
economicdevelopmentplans—and eightspecialized
taskforces.
Thesemeetingsarebeingheldregularlyupuntil Budget
Day (thedaythatthe governmentpresentsitsbudgetto
thelegislatureforapproval),i.e.Dec.2.

Essential Goodsinthe Limelight

Alsoknown as necessity goods, essential goodsare
products consumerswill buy, regardless of changesin
incomelevels.

Amidhighinflationand diminished purchasingpower,
thelraniangovernmenthassoughttoensureasteady
supplyofessential goodsatsubsidized prices.
Followingthere-tanking ofthe national currencyin
early 2017, the governmentintroduced stringent
ruleslike banningthe importofnon-essential goods,
especiallythose producedinside the country (known
as Group IV goods).Itallocated subsidized currency
attherate0f42,000rialstoadollarto 25 categories of
goods (alsoknownas Grouploressentialgoods) tohelp
protectconsumersagainstgallopinginflation, rampant
pricegougingand hoarding, nottomentionthehighand
rising cost ofliving. Two other categories ofimports
werealsodefined: Group II, whichmostlyincluded raw
materials,intermediateand capitalgoods,and Group Il
consistingofessential consumer goods.

Importers of productsin Group [ were to meet their
forexrequirements fromthe secondary forexmarket,
knownbyits Persianname Nima. Importersofgoodsin
Group Il could buyhard currency fromexporterswho
werenotrequiredto offer theirforexearningson Nima.
Inthelastfiscalyear (March2019-20),the government
removed five items, namely red meat, butter, pulses,
teaand sugar, from thelistof basic goods entitled to
subsidized currency. So far, vegetable oil, oilseeds,
corn, barley, soybean meal, raw materials used in
manufacturingtires, heavy-duty vehicletires, paper
pulpand differenttypesofpaperare still considered
essentialgoods.

Divided Opinion

Opinionisdivided on whether this policy hasbeen
effectiveinkeeping consumer pricesin check. Data
showconsumer subsidieshave helped preventasurge
inthepriceofrice, cookingoiland chicken, whichhavea
bigshareinthefoodbasketoflow-income groups.
However, Mohammad Hassan Sabouri Deylami, an
economicanalyst, university instructor and senior
official with the Industries Ministry, this policyisnot
sustainable. Itneeds to be rewritten and updated
because the government’s foreign reserves are
depletingrapidly. Thereare persistentcalls fromacross
theboard toreduce the ballooning deficitand instill
monetary discipline—aneedlongabsent, no matter
whatgovernmentisinofficein Tehran.
"Imaginethesubsidized forexpolicyasatranquilizerto
cushionthefirstblowsemanatingfromthedepreciating
rial. Astime passes, the financial burden of this time-
tested policymustbereduced tominimizeitsadverse
effectsand the harmitwillinflicton the economyinthe
formofgallopinginflation," Sabourisaidinaninterview
with Fars News Agency earlier thisyear:
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Workers Struggling to Make Ends

Meet

With currentwages, workersrunoutofmoney

only 10 daysinto the month, says Ali Aslani,a

memberof Supreme Labor Council.

“Prices of
goods and
services have
increased
significantly
NEWS over the past
_EEEM  six months,
particularly since June.
Thelivingwage ofathree-
member household has
now hit 90 million rials
[$312] permonthinlarge
cities, which obviously
can'tbe matched against
workers’ wages,” he
added.
A living wage refers
toanincome level that
allows anindividual or
family to afford adequate
shelter, food and other
basic necessities. The
purpose ofalivingwage
istohelp employeeshave
asatisfactory standard
ofliving and to prevent
them from falling into
poverty. Economists
suggestthatalivingwage
should be substantial
enough to ensure thatnot
morethan30%are spent
onhousing.
“Over the past 40
years, the gap between
workers’ costs of living
and income has never
been more glaring than
in this year. Even up to
the year ending March
2019, workers used to

earn enough to live
through 26 days of the
month withoutaserious
struggle. Butin the past
two years, particularly
in the current Iranian
year [started March 20],
they have had to wrestle
with majorissues facing
theirlivelihoods,” he was
quoted as sayingby ISNA.
Referring to housing
as one of the most
fundamental human
needs, Aslani said,
“Housing has become
less available forworkers.
Today, they cannotafford
to rent a dwelling let
alone buy one. Notjust
workersbutmany people
have to move to cheaper
neighborhoods.

“Workers can’tafford to
buy meat, chicken or fish.
Some of them even have
limitationswhenitcomes
tobuying cheese, butter

and eggs,” he said.

“The Social Security
Organization [Iran's
biggest insurance
company that provides
coverage towage-earners
and salaried workers
as well as voluntary
coverage to  self-
employed persons] has
removed 80 medicines
fromitslistofinsurance
coverage and people
have tobuy thematopen
markets prices.”

The official called on
Minister of Cooperatives,
Labor and Social
Welfare Mohammad
Shariatmadarito convene
aSupreme Labor Council
meeting for revising the
second halfofthe current
year’s minimum wage
and adjusting it to the
newliving wage.

This year, the Supreme
Labor Council and the

government agreed to
raise workers’ housing
allowance from 1 million
rials ($3.4) to 3 million

rials ($10.39) per month.
The council,
which consists of

representatives of the
government, employers
and workers, also
deducted 750,000 rials
($2.6) from workers’
severance pay base and
added the sumdirectly to
their minimum wage.
The current year’s
minimum wage saw a
26% increase compared
withlastyear’storeach
19.11 millionrials ($66).
According to Iran's
Labor Law, workers’
wages mustbe based on
inflation rate and living
wage, i.e., the minimum
income necessary for
a worker to meet their
basicneeds.

Iran, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan to form
shippinglines

Aregular shippingline will be established
between the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, and
Turkmenistan.

Ajoint Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed between the Portsand
Maritime Organization (PMO) and one of
the foreign shipping companies operating
inthe Caspian Sea area, in which, Ro-Ro-

vesselsinallnorthern ports ofthe country
will be subject to discount and regular
Ro-Ro shipping line will be launched
between Iranian, Russian, Kazakhstanand
Turkmenistan ports.
Farhad Montaser Kouhsari Deputy CEO of
Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO)
for Portsand Economic Affairs broke the
news on Monday ina ceremony of signing
and sealingMoU and added, “In this MoU,
the four sides emphasized the need for
expandingand developingtransportation
ofgoodsviaRo-Rovesselsinthe Caspian
Sea”

He pointed to the existing restrictions for
the entry and transit ofland fleet to the
Commonwealth Independent States (CIS)
and Caucasusregionandreiterated, “Taking
advantage of existing maritime capacities
and Ro-Rovesselsin portsof Amirabad and
Noshahrshouldbe putatop agenda.”
Forthe optimal use of capacity of northern
ports, a Working Group was formed in
the presence of representatives of
International Transport Association,
Road Maintenance and Transportation
Organization’s Transit Office, shippinglines
and companiesin the Caspian Sea.
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their vote of confidence
to Alireza Razm Hosseini
as the new Minister
of Industry, Mines, and
Trade.Iranian Parliament
members held an open
session on Tuesday to
review the qualification
of the Alireza Razm
Hosseini, the proposed
Minister of Industry,

Parl. gives vote of confidence to new

industry minister

In a public session on Mine,and Trade.
Tuesday, membersofthe After hearing the
Iranian Parliamentgave future plans of the

prosed minister and
reviewing the opinions
ofhis proponents and the
opponents, Alireza Razm
Hosseini won the vote of
confidence oflawmakers
as the new Industry
Minister through gaining
175 votes in favor, 80
votes against, and 9
abstentions.
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What's News

IranianTanker
Carrying Fuel
Enter Venezuelan

Waters: Data

The firstofagroup of
threeIranian tankers
carrying fuel for
Venezuelaenteredthe
waters of the South
American nation,
accordingto Refinitiv
Eikondata.

The Iran-flagged
tanker Forest,
transporting some
270,000 barrels of
fuel loaded in the
Middle East, entered
Venezuela's exclusive
economiczonearound
8:05a.m.EDT (1205
GMT) on Monday to
approach state-run
PDVSA'sEl Palito port
laterinthe day, Reuters
reported.

Thevessel crossed the
Atlantic Ocean and
the Caribbean Sea,
accordingtothedata.
The two following
Iranian tankers, the
Faxonandthe Fortune,
are coveringthe same
route, with estimated
datesofarrivalinearly

October.
Although both
countriesareunderUS

sanctions, Washington
has not moved to
interceptthe vessels,
whichmade previous
fuel deliveries to
Venezuela from May
throughJune.
Following a virtual
meeting between
officials of both
governments  on
Monday to discuss
trade, Venezuela's
foreign  minister,
Jorge Arreaza, said
in a statement that
Iran had masterly
overcome the
“unilateral punitive
measures”againstit.
Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro aims
to forma coalition of
countries affected by
unilateral sanctions,
Arreaza added.The
Forest, Faxon and
Fortune are together
expected to deliver
about820,000barrels
of gasoline and other
fuels, helping to
ease shortages in
Venezuela.Separately,
anlranianverylarge
crude carrier (VLCC)
isexpectedtoleavethis
weekfrom Venezuela's
Jose port with 1.9
million barrels of
Venezuelan heavy oil
forthe Nationallranian
Oil Company (NIOC),
accordingtoasource
and PDVSA loading
schedules.



and returns to the nuclear
treatyithasbreached, then
it will be able to join the
gathering of the parties to
the deal (JCPOA) who hold
meetingsand talkwith Iran,

“We have prepared the capacities for military victory
over the enemy,and have sometimesimposed our tactical
resolve onthem,” the commander said.

Pointing to the enemy’s economic and psychological
war againstIranian people, the IRGC commander said
the USisneither able nor willing to settle the problems

IRGC Chief Rules Out
Possibility of US War

The USisunable to take military action againstIran,
Commander ofthe Islamic Revolution Guards Corps Major
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General Hossein Salami said, warning thatreconciliation
would notstop the US from trying to harm the Islamic

Republic.

In an address to the Iranian parliament on Tuesday,
Major General Salamisaid there isno possibility ofa US
war againstIran, since the road to military action on the

countryis closed.

inIran.“Even if we make up with the US, it will harm us
again,” he stated, describing the notion of compromise
with Washington as a “political deception”.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei has announced repeatedly that Iran
will not hold talks with the US, either bilaterally or
multilaterally.“If the US backs off from its call, repents,

Iranophobia, an old way of US leadership

otherwise nonegotiations
will take place between
the officials of the Islamic
Republicand the Americans at
any level, notin New York and not

anywhere else,” Ayatollah Khamenei said in September
2019.
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Intelligence t ° t l o

Intelligence o overcome internal crisis

COVID-19 Saudi, UAE, Bahrain

Medicine & | ]

Dealersin The editor of Pakistan’s renowned Urdu & % Planned .t(). Invade, Occupy

Iran newspaper criticizing the US policy of 434 : 2 y Qat_al.S Mll_ll_Stel. Says ) )

Th [rani pressurizingother countries said Iranophobia traree ﬁ? QatariDefense Minister Khalid al-Attiyah said
N ranian s thatSaudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates

Intelligence isanold trick that Trump and his predecessors Ve : and Bahrain hada’\two- hase plan to occu ’

Ministry busted have alwaysresorted to cope with internal cris 2 3 Qatar. P p py

aring of dealers
illegally selling
coronavirus

isortowinelections.

"Actuallyitwasnotamereintention. There was
aplantoinvade Qatar," Attiyah told Al-Jazeera
Arabicnews channel on Sunday.

medication.. %JJV‘ Bao K}_lalid’ ser.lior "This plan was setinto two phases,imposing
Tl?e.lntelllgen@ ISFAHAN journalist and editor the siege with the aim of creating an overall
Ministry  said of  Urdu-language

it has detected
and disbanded
an organized

NEWS

newspaper 92, in an
NEWS exclusiveinterviewwith

_m IRNAinIslamabad on

state of panic, which would have a direct
impactonthe Qataristreet, then executinga
military invasion,” the minister said.

"There was a premeditated intention for an

e i

netvx.ro.rk of . Tuesd'ay, cr1F1c1zedthe invasion, notjustasiege. They wanted to
medicine traders White House's selflst_l stance implementthe siege phase fully then toinvade,
and dealers on Tehranandthe claim of re-

that used to sell
medication for
the treatment of
COVID-19illegally

imposing UN Security Council
sanctions on the Islamic
Republicoflran.

Headded the world nolonger

*DevelopingrelationswithIran

andthedevelopmentofborder

regionmeansdictationtoother

thingswere cleartous...alltheintelligence we
hadandalltheavailable evidence undoubtedly
confirmedthetheory ofan existing plan.”
Since2017,SaudiArabia, Bahrain, the UAE and
Egypthaveimposedablockade on Qatar.

andinviolation of supports Americaninfluence, Imran.Khan sagenda o markets as two 1mp'ortant countrles., he.sald. . The Saudi-led quartet severed diplomatic
the official health becausethetrickofpressurizing RecallingthefocusofPakistan's  factorsin strengtheningthe The senior journalist went . .

ici i i currentpolicy of strengthening security of the joint border. on to say Washington must and trade ties with Qatar onJune 5, 2017,
and .medlcme countrlesby.thewmte Hquse entpotey gt & y J : y 8 . accusing Dohaofmeddlinginregional affairs
regulations. has discredited the United regional ties and using the Henotedthatsuchmeasures understand the fact that its

Beingin cahoots
withanumber of
wrongdoers in
medical centers,
those arrested
obtained the
coronavirus
medicines from

States.

He said Trump has been
discreditingthe United Stateson
variousissuesandthesedayswe
arewitnessinghistough stance
againstlranwhichisbasicallyan
electiontactic.

The well-known Pakistani

common capacitiesoftheregion
andneighboringcountries,Rao
Khalid said interaction with
the countries ofthe region has
aspecial place for Pakistanand
strongties withIranisthe main
feature of Prime Minister Imran
Khan'sforeignpolicy.

wouldhelptoexpand economic
relations and border trade
betweenthetwo countries.

Headded thatstrengthening
of border infrastructure by
Pakistanand [ran would also
helpin curbing the menace of
smugglingand would legalize

presence in Afghanistan is
problematic, and as long
as this situation continues,
Afghanistanand other countries
willsuffer.

He stressed the US selfish
approach to Afghanistan
mustendandinall processes,

and supporting “terrorism.”
Qatar has rejected the allegations and
said itwas targeted because it followed an
independentforeign policy.

Iran, Venezuela have right
to self-determination:

Maduro

Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro said

e s o ol sesed e ey e WASDISIEL | outalomtrs ndginand enec
products given to project of Iranophobia is a : P > o P have therightto determine their own destiny
the health centers traditionaltrickthat Trumpand ~and Pakistanhavehadupsand The editor of Pakistan's 92  attheforefrontofprogramsand inpeace

and sold them in his predece.ssors have always fiownsmpastyears. However, newspaper sa%d unless' we effo.rt.s tf) malnta}npeace and In a Spanish tweet on Monday, Maduro wrote
the black market resorted toinordertogetout inthelasttwoyears,thecurrent resume banking services stabilityinAfghanistan.

at exorbitant
prices,itsaid.

ofinternal crisis ortodominate
election campaigns.

government has put the
developmentofcomprehensive

between the two countries, itis
notpossible to make full use of

**Betrayal to Palestine ends
pressureonZionistregime

that Cuba, Nicaragua, Syria, Iran and other
fraternal countriesin the world have the right
toself-determination and peace.

et sions i Tionte ot Weinbenmiinion | i countriossand it hri istorica
medical supplies US.tc?p.ur.sueumlaterahsm genca, . . Auonsbys . dignity and are ready for new challengesand
and health Criticizing the poor experienced two important complete the much awaited theZionistregime, RaoKhalid victories he added

prormance o the U yimmbanatin” lian () g sty o soboses | feringtotherecentUSunlersacions
grown in Iran in Natlon.s and . European ) . . P p. . .p J . ying p' . & they against Iran and Venezuela, he said that
recent months countries, the editor ofthe92 Theformerdirectorofforeign Pakistani industries should didnotshowanyresistanceto .

followi th ddedE news of Pakistan's official notbedeprivedofaneasyand USexpansionistplansinthe the people of these countries are free and
S g : e eun asainst tha IS newsagency considered the economical source ofener name ofpeace, ratherbetrayed independentpeople who call on stopping
Ou'fbl"eék of the mlfStSpefikup cgansthels rolvg of%he lglakistan army in forlran ) ¥ Palesting ' ’ of the criminal persecution and siege that
coronavirus. unilateralism. , . Lo y fx ' . ' threatens the progress and development of
I r a n ' s "If the European parties promotionoftieswithlranas **No solution of Afghan He added as the unrest and them

Judiciary Chief
Hojatoleslam
Ebrahim
Raeisi has
ordered severe
punishment

aresincere they can stop the
unilateralism of the Trump
administration, though they
are waiting for the results of
the upcoming US presidential
elections,” hesaid.

veryimportantand said visits
of Pakistanimilitaryleadership
including Army Chief General
QamarJaved BajwatoIranhave
played an important role in
repairingrelationswithIran.

problemwithoutIran

Rao Khalid calling for the
solution of Afghan problem
withintheregionsaid thatIran
and Pakistan are two major
neighbors of Afghanistanand

conflict in the Middle East
continue, especiallyin Yemen
and Syria, we should notexpect
a positive result from the
action ofthe UAE and Bahrain
for Palestine, butthe current

Previously, addressing the 75th UN General
Assembly, the Venezuelan presidentdescribed
the United States as the greatest threatto
world peace and called for an end to all
unilateral action againstall individuals and
countries who defend their sovereignty and

for hoarding Khalid continued principled He added that we are withoutlrantherewillbeno conflicts in the region will independence
pharmaceutical behawo_r inaccordance with Y\ntnessmg51gn1f1cantprogress peaceinthewartorncountry.  intensify.The editor ofthe 92 He once again called on the United States to
and health internationalnormsshouldbe in Iran-Pakistan relations, Headded:ThenextgoaloftheUS newspaperstronglysupported
, : . o ; . . allow people tobe at peace so thatthey can
products suchthatifone ofthe parties the most valuable of which invasionofAfghanistanwasto thePakistangovernment'santi- . .
i i i is the strengthening of the reachlranbuttheyshouldknow Zioniststanceand continuedto exercisetheirrightto progressand peace.
as Iranian unilaterally violates the g g , Y Maduro's remarks come as the United States

organizations
and government

international agreement, the
otherparties (Europe) should

atmosphere of trustbetween
thetwoneighboring countries.

thattheir continued presencein
theregionwillnothelppeace.

supportthe Palestinianpeople,
warningthatwe mustbevigilant

bodiesare heavily differentiate between the Khalidconsideredthefencing “Infact,thecontinuedpresence andshouldnotfallintothetrap
engaged in violatorand theabidingone. of Pakistan'sborderswithlran of the United States in the oftheArabs.

efforts to contain m

the COVID-19

outbreak. ° 80 million Iranians, avoid sending medicine for Iranian

The health of EU allegEd human l.lghts children suffering fromincurable diseases, participate in

people  would Vi()lations in Il'all am()unts massacring Yemenikids with arming the countries which

never be up for
bargain, Raeisihas
said, noting that
hoarding medical
commodities
in the current
circumstancesis
playing with the
lives of people
and could not be
forgiven by any
means.

[ o ©

tointerference: Majlis

Majlis’ committee for National Security and Foreign Policy
voicedin astatement published on Tuesday thatthe EU
alleged humanrightsviolationsinIranlacklegal base and
amounts to interference in Iranian domestic affairs.

The statementsaid thataccording to international law, UN
Charter, and principles of international law, no country
hastherightto directly orindirectly interfere with the

domesticaffairs of other countries.

It asked why the EU so-called human rights advocates
take noactions againstoppressive sanctionsimposed on

disregard the warlaws,and notaccepttheirinternational
responsibility of violatinghuman rights with their policies
inregional states and the international community?
Majlis’ Commission for National Security and Foreign
Policy noted that such countries donotbasically have the
righttohostthe conceptofhumanrights,addingthatthey
hadbetter hear the voice of people of colorand Muslimsin
their own territories and find a way to improve their life.
Itadded thatitisarightofeach country to formulateits
penal code accordingto the law and no other country has
therightto interfere with.
Hence, itis expected that the [ranian governmentand

hasimposed new sanctionsonhiminrecent
weeks overits cooperation with Iran.

diplomatic
system of the country to

strongly condemn such moves, and use all the existing
capacities to counter and deter the EU allegations about
violation of humanrightsin Iran.
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Irandoes notallow transfer of weapons viaits soil
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said the Islamic Republic
Iran, closelymonitorsthetransitofgoodsviaitsbordersanditneverallows
weaponsand ammunition to be transferred through the Iraniansoil.
Inhisremarksrejecting somebaseless claims abouttransitof weapons
and military equipmentfrom Iran to Armenia, Khatibzadeh told reporters

on Tuesday thatcommuting oftrucks and transit of conventional non-military
goodsbetween the Islamic RepublicofIranand its neighboring countriesis goingonas

before.

Heunderlined thatall thetrucksare carryingnon-military goodsastheyhave always doneso.
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wayof US leadership news
toovercome internal RS

. o Official: Umrah to
crisis

B begin after opening
Iranian consulatesin

IRGC Chief Rules KSA

og ope Head of Hajj and
Out POSSlblhty of US Pilgrimage Organization
War Ali-Reza Rashidian said

Parl.givesvoteof
confidencetonew

o dus ..lro

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

on Tuesday that Umrah
will begin after opening
Iranian consulates in
Saudi Arabia.Rashidian
said Foreign Ministry
is now following up
diplomaticproceduresto
upgradetiesbetweenthe
two countries.Headded
that Iranian pilgrims

043648 shouldnotbedispatched
Noon callto prayer: without support for
11:53:10 Umrah.He noted that

Evening call to prayer:

18:06:38

WEATHER

High:25°¢

Low: 10 °c

Iranian Hajj operators
always supportpilgrims.
Accordingtothe Supreme
Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the
eventofHajjis exercising
power againstthe global
arrogance that is the
centerpieceofcorruption,
oppression,and pillage.

ThelslamicRepublicdoesnotallowthe Iranian territorytobe used asagateway forthe transfer
ofweaponsand ammunition to other countries, hereiterated.

Workers Struggling to Make Ends
Meet

Unknown Hackers Dump Details of
UK’s Covert Programsin Syria

Hackershave penetrated the computer systems of the UK’s

foreign ministry and taken hundreds of files detailing the

country’s controversial propaganda programs in war-torn

Syria.

In a security breach of enormous
proportions, the hackersappear to have
deliberately targeted files that set out the
financial and operational relationships
between the Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) and anetwork
of private-sector contractors that have
been covertly running media platformsin
Syriathroughoutthe nine-year foreign-
backed war.The Middle East Eye understands
thatbetween 200 and 300 highly sensitive
documents are thought to have been
acquired by the hackers.

Some of the documents have already
been posted on the internet, and Foreign
Office ministers and officials are bracing
themselves for the possible appearance of
more over the coming weeks.

While the hackers are notthoughtto have
yetbeenidentified, the sophistication of
the cyber-attackhasraised concerns atthe
FCDO thatastate actor could have been
responsible, with suspicion focusing on
Russia.

In2018, the UK foreign ministry claimed that
Russianintelligence officers had attempted
tohackintoits computer systems.

The FCDO became aware of the breach last
week, after some documents had been
posted by the hacking collective known as
Anonymous. Foreign Secretary Dominic
Raabhadbeenbriefed atthe weekend and
otherministers wereinformed on Monday.
The documents shed further light
on propaganda initiatives known in
UK government circles as “strategic
communications”, whose existence came to
light four years ago.

The program aimed to promote “attitudinal

and behavioral change” among Syrian
audiences by fostering secular values,
building resilience among the civilian
population and by promoting whatthe UK
government described as the Moderate
Armed Opposition.

They show that British government
contractors established radio stations,
published Arabic- and English-language
magazines, newspapers, books and
children’s comics, designed posters and
stickers, and helped to run opposition
groups’ media offices.

One contractor is said to have distributed
more than 660,000 printed items across
Syriain sixmonths.

The hacked documents also show how
the “strategic communications” program
has influenced the reporting of many
major media organizations, with one
contractor claiming to be in contact with
1,600 international journalists and other
individuals able to help influence public
opinion.

Attheheartofthe propagandainitiatives was
alarge network of Syrian citizen journalists,
whowere provided with training, equipment
and encouragement by UK contractors -
withouttherole of the British government
being made explicit.

The documents posted on the internetin
recentdaysidentify notonly private-sector
contractors working for the Foreign Office,
butalsoanumber oftheindividuals who are
running those companies.

However, the report said senior FCDO
officials are less concerned about the
contents of many of the documents - as
the existence of the propaganda program
had already been made public- than they
are about the apparent ease with which
the department’s computer systems were
brokeninto.

Similar programs have been runin Syria by
the UK’s Ministry of Defense, which does not
appear to have been hacked.

EU and Britain far apart as key week of

Brexittalks begins

The European Union and Britain both said a post-Brexit deal

was still some way offand differences persisted on Monday over

puttinginplace their earlier divorce deal as they began a decisive

week oftalksin Brussels.

Britain left the EU last January and is
lockedinnegotiationsonanewtrade deal
from2021,aswellasonimplementing
thedivorce, as setoutinthe Withdrawal
Agreement, especially on the sensitive
Irishborder.

EUnationalleaders will assess the state
ofplayata summitnextmonth, withano-
deal Brexitstill possible.

Negotiations have stumbled over
fisheries, fair competition and settling
disputes,and Brexitdescended into fresh
chaosthis month when London proposed
draftlaws that would undermine the
earlieragreement.

“The UK’s positions are far apart from
whatthe EU canaccept,adeputy head of
the bloc’s executive Commission, Maros
Sefcovic, said on Monday after talks with
Michael Gove, the minister handling the
divorce deal.

“We maintain that the bill, ifadopted
inits current form, would constitute
an extremely serious violation of
... the Withdrawal Agreement and of
internationallaw,” he said, urging speedy
progress before he meets Gove againin
mid-October.

Gove said the clauses of the Internal
MarketBill thatundercut the Withdrawal
Treaty would remain.

“We want to make sure that the
Withdrawal Agreementisimplemented
in full,” Gove told reporters. “But those
clausesarethere, they’reinlegislation...
Andthose clauseswillremainin thatbill.”
TRADE TALKS

Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
spokesman said in London that Britain’s
focuswas on progressintrade talks.

“Although the lasttwo weeks of informal
talks have beenrelatively positive there
remains muchtobedone,” hesaid.

“We simply want the standard free trade
agreement...we continue to be asked to
acceptprovisionsthatdonotreflectthe
reality of our status asanindependent
country.”

Trade talks resume in Brussels on
Tuesday. Lasting until Friday morning
and also due to cover energy links and
transport, they are the final round of
negotiations scheduled so far.

EU leaders meeting in Brussels on
Thursday and Friday are expected to
authorise more talks before their next
summiton Oct. 15-16. They will then
assess whether to try push a deal over
theline orprepare for the mostdamaging
Brexitatthe end ofthe year.

European Commission chief Ursula
vonder Leyen told reportersatanews
conference in Lisbon late on Monday
thata post-Brexitdeal was still possible,
sayingthe EUwas “workinghard” onit.
“Our economies, on both sides of the
Channel, were severely hit by the
pandemicand we should do everything
possible to find an agreement thatis
manageable sowe donotincrease the
negativeimpacton our economies,” she
said.

The EU says negotiators must seal an
agreementbythe end of October or early
November, to leave time for ratification
by the European Parliamentand some
national parliamentsinthe EU so thatit
can take effect from 2021 when Britain’s
standstill transition ends after Brexit.
Otherwise, the delicate peace on the
island of Ireland as well as an estimated
trillion euros worth of annual EU-UK
trade would be at risk as the sides
would fall back on general World Trade
Organization rules thatinclude tariffs
and quotas.
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