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Washington visitaims to ease

economic situation

Director of[raqimedia and information center says that
thetravel of Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi to
the United Statesis not strategicbutthe agendaofhis

talks with the US officialsis to ease Iraqi political and
economicsituation.

Al-Kadhimi's visit to Wahington also focuses onissues
related to control of the coronavirus pandemic, Nazar
Haidartold IRNAin New York on Saturday.

Thevisit of Iraqi premier to the USis taking place ata
time that Washington is in summer vacation and the
statebodiesareinrecess.

The USis getting prepared for November presidential
election, soal-Kadhimi's visitto the US follows exchange
ofviewsratherthan the strategicissues, Haidar said.
Hesaid thatthe importantissue on the agenda ofthe
visitto Washington is economy and the Iraqi energy
needs.

After financial crisis, Iraqi government is seeking to
find solutions frominside and outside of the country to
solve problems for providing gas, electricity and oil, the
expertnoted.

Headded thathe doesnotknow whetherthe Iraqiprime
minister canmake the US agree toimplementarticles of
strategicagreementbetween the two countriesinline
withservingtheIraqiinterests.

Asked whether the Iragi and the US officials have held
talks on Baghdad-Tehranrelations, the expert said that
asfarasheknows, theissueisnotontheagendaofthe
talks.

Iraqgand USwill concentrate on bilateral cooperation,
henoted.

Asked about the future of presence of the US forces in
Iraq, Haidar said thatthey havebeeninIraqsince 2014
undertherequestof Baghdad.

Iraq will officially ask them to leave the soil wheneverit
wants, the expertstressed.

The Iraqi prime minister, headinga delegation flew to
Washingtonon Aug 18.

L100 Unlawful Crypto Mining

Farms Busted

The Power Generation, Distribution and Transmission
Company (Tavanir) hasidentified and shut 1,100
unlicensed crypto mining farms with the help of
whistleblowers.

Tavanirin July said it would reward whistleblowers
who name unauthorized cryptocurrency minersto the
relevantauthorities. Rewardsinclude 100 millionrials
($480) for those who cooperate with energy officialsin
identifying the lawless mining centers.

However, the measure was unnecessary as Tavanir has
beenregularly monitoring consumption patterns of
subscribers. But, "the company cannotdetectallillegal
farmssolely by studying their consumption patterns,"a
Tavanir spokesmansaid.

Speakingto Fars News Agency, Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi
said some minersinstall equipmentatindustrial and
agricultural units thatare already operatingand use
highlevels of subsidized electricity.

"Therefore Tavanir's monitoring reveals no significant
changein consumption ofthis particular category," he
said.InJuly 2019 the government said it will recognize
crypto currency mining as alegal industry. This was
firstwelcomed by miners as a positive move, but many
complained aboutthe high power tariffs. Later they
concealed theirillegal lucrative operationsand went
underground to deceive utility companies.
Asperearlierannouncements, miners are charged
4,800 rials for one kilowatt-hour that is half the
electricity exportratein autumn, winter and spring.
However, future billings are planned to be based on
19,300 rials/kw, twice the price for exported electricity
insummer (Juneto Sept).So far 624 mining farms have
permits.

NO 563
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National Action Plan for Production and

Supply of Housing

The strained economy of Iran is exacerbated by the

housing problem, which, asall problems, calls fora

solution. Withthelocal currencytakinganosediveagainst

thedollar, atleasttwice, sincethe Iranian New Year on

March 20, havingreachedan exchangerate of220.000

Rialstothe dollar; notwillingtoriskthe consequences of

holdingontolargeamountsofcash, manyareinvestingin

propertytohedgetheirmoneyagainstdepreciation. But

that'sfortherich. Whatofthepoor? They retaken care of

bythegovernment.Orarethey?

U

Over the past
two years, five

ISH“'IAN outof22districts
'NAB] of the capital
city, Tehran,

NEWS ,
o saw housing
pricesmorethan

double. Tolevel the playing
field, inaseparatemovefrom
the national action plan,
there’sthe Mehr scheme,
institutedin 1979, the year
of The Islamic Revolution
of Iran,and other ongoing
Housing schemesbrought
into play by the Housing
Foundation.

The government’s main
planofaction for providing
affordable housing for the
financially constrained,
the National Action Plan
for Production and Supply
of Housing, involves the
construction of 400,000
small and medium sized
flats nationwide withina
two year time frame. The
majority ofthenewhousing
units are to be built in
Tehran’s new suburban
townships, such as Parand
and Pardis.

There are of course house
flippers who buy property
justtosellatahigherprice.
Andtheyareinstrumental
in keeping millions of
apartmentsuninhabited--
hoarded ifyoulike to push
pricesup, evenwhensales
are at a low. 2.5 million
residentialunitsnationwide
are empty, halfamillion of
theminthe capital Tehran.
Thishasfurtherexacerbated
inflation. But 85 percent of
propertiesarestilltraded by

real consumers.And private
construction companies
have builtup big flats of at
least 130 square metres
mostly, in uptown and
affluentareas, where people
don’tneed help tobuy. The
governmenthastoaidthose
wanting70-80 squaremetre
flats mostly in or off south
andeastTehran.
Howwillthe planunfold?
Real estate for the project
shall be provided by
the ministry of urban
developmentwhile private
sector subcontractors
awarded the construction
work will be entitled to
stateloansand subsidized
building material. The
ministrywill only supervise
construction BY those
private firms.
AnamendmenttoArticle 54
ofthe Direct Tax Law, was
unanimously approved by
Parliamenton 5th August
toheavilytaxemptyhomes.
Inexplicably,immediately
after the National Action
Planwasannounced, prices
roseafurther12.5 percent,
the largest one-month
increaseoftheyear.

Hassan Mohtasham, Head
ofthe Tehran Mass Builders
Association, believes that
only when houses are no
longerviewedasinvestment
opportunities andilliquid
assets, will prices be
normalized in the country.
The fact of the matter
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remains that, in Tehran,
as is the norm in capitals
cities worldwide, houses
are expensive because the
populationtendstobemore
eagertoseekshelterinthese
areas as they offer better
facilitiesand amenitiesthan
otherplaces.Thisleadstoa
greaterdemandthanthecity
cansupply.

Who will the scheme
benefit?

The national housing
scheme would, in most
likelihood, fail to cover
the entire population
asacertainsection of the
targetpopulation, usually
affluent, would not be
willingtoliveinthe areas
where such housingwould
be constructed. Conversely,
another segmentofsociety,
usually working class, low
income families, simply
cannot afford the initial
deposit necessary for a
bankloantoward the future
purchaseofahome.

Rent on residential units
in Tehran, as well as other
urbanareas, increased by
around 30 percent in the
second Iranian calendar
month (lateMay),compared
tothesamemonthlastyear.
Therental situation

It would appear, if the
experience of Mr Jafari, a
househuntingsenior citizen,
istobetakenasthenorm,
that the housing market
is very bleak. Mr. Jafari

has been forced as many
others have, to look for a
new property torentsince
he cannot afford torenew
therentalagreementforhis
currentresidence.

Estate agents are often
vilified as price inflating
villains who manipulate
fees to their advantage,
however,accordingto Vahid
Javadi, Tehran Real Estate
Consultants, Supervisor; this
isfarfromthetruth.
Whataretheoptions?
Foratypicalretiree, living
onafixed pension,acquiring
sufficient funds to pay for
evenamodestflatin West
Tehran, is beyond reach,
evenwithadiscountfroman
understandingestateagent.
With no funds other than
their presentrental deposit,
anyincreaseinrentwould
requirealoan. Havingafixed
income, which may rise
by 5-10% annually, while
housingcostsincreasemore
than30% duringthe same
timeframe, necessitates
a reduction in other
expenditurestofillthegap.
Inthe normal run ofthings
we must be able to let a
biggerhome, butinfactwe
havetoletasmallerhome
andthatathigherprices.If
forinstance, weareliving
in a 70-square-meter
apartment, we have to
add to our mortgage and
choosea 65-square-meter
apartment.

increase
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Oil Minister: No Time for

Complacency
Contractsworth $1.7 billion

have been signed between
Iranian oil and services
companies to
production from existing
fields, the oil minister said
Wednesday.

Referring to the previous
agreements worth $830
million,
Zanganeh said:
sanctions notwithstanding,
no foreign company wants to
cooperatewithus.Butprogress
hasbeenmadeinavariety of
oilsectorsand good capacities

have been created,” the Oil
Ministry news agency Shana
quoted him assaying. He did
notelaborate.The USimposed
news economic sanctionsin
August 2018, targeting key
industrial sectors, oil, banking
and insurance. In the May of
thatyear Donald Trump tore
upthelandmark2015nuclear
dealIranhad signed with the
sixworld powers.InNovember
2018, Washingtonimposed
afailed policy of “maximum
pressure” targetingeverything
thatcouldbehit.
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NIOCtoexport
firstoil cargofirom

Jaskport

NIOC to ExportFirstOil
Cargo fromJaskPortThe
National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) willbe
ableto exportits firstoil
cargo fromJask terminal
by the end ofthe current
[raniancalendaryear.
Considering progressin
Goreh-Jaskoil pipeline
project, the National
Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC) will be able to
exportits first oil cargo
fromJaskterminalbythe
end ofthe currentIranian
calendaryear (March 20,
2021),said the managing
director of Petroleum

Engineering and
Development Company
(PEDEC).

According to Touraj
Dehgani, thedevelopment
ofthe projectis goingon
uninterrupted and the
projecthasreached over
50 percent of physical
progress,IRNAreported.
“With the main pumping
stations of the project
becomingoperational, we
willwitnessthebeginning
of the oil transfer from
GorehtoJaskbytheend
oftheyear,” Dehganisaid.
“Of course, like other
parts of the project,
Jask export terminal
itselfhas developed and
progressed,”headded.
The officialadded ifthe
required storagesatthe
Jask terminal are not
addressed by the end
of the year, alternative
options such as the use
of single-point-mooring
(SPM) storing the oil will
beontheagenda.

The PEDEC’s goal is to
exportthefirstoil cargo
from Jask oil terminal
inthe last month of the
currentlranian calendar
year (startingon February
19,2021).

Goreh-Juskoil pipeline
projectwasinaugurated
inlate June by President
HassanRouhani.

The pipeline will transfer
one million barrels of
heavyandlightcrude oil
perdaytoJaskoilterminal
inthe southernprovince
of Hormuzgan to be
exported.
Addressingtheinaugural
ceremony ofthe project,
OilMinister BijanNamdar
Zanganeh said it was
one ofthe most strategic
projectsinthe Rouhani
administration.
Zanganeh said a total
of $300 million has so
farbeeninvestedinthe
project while another
$800-$850  million
is needed for its full
operation.



Calling for online mourning
ceremoniesand Internet-based
events, the presidentordered
the Ministry of Information

Above taking up a professional occupation, physiciansaccepta
sensitive responsibility thatreveals altruism and bravery, the
presidentadded.

Inseparate commentsata Saturday meeting ofthe Coronavirus

Iranian President Praises
DoctorsforTireless Battle
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Escalating
tension with
Iran‘on wrong
path': Russia
Russian Foreign
Ministry on Saturday
said that the United
States has chosenthe
wrong and erroneous
track for settling
difference with the
Islamic Republic of
Iran overits nuclear
program.
While lashing out at
the USattempts for the
implementation ofthe
snapbackmechanism,
the Russian Foreign
Ministry emphasized
theneed for dialogue
with the Islamic
RepublicofIran.
The path ofescalation
of tensions around
Iran, which was
chosen by the United
States, is erroneous
and dead-end, and
Moscow calls on
Washington to switch
todialogue with Iran
instead of threats,
the Russian Foreign
Ministry said in a
statement, Sputnik
reported.
"The United States
continues dangerous
maneuvers in the
UN Security Council
in the hope of
implementingitsown
anti-Iranian ideas.
Having failed with
the draft resolution
onanindefinite arms
embargo againstIran,
which was decisively
rejected by the
Security Council, they
now began tobesiege
the UN leadership
and the chairman of
the Security Council,
seeking recognition
of the allegedly
retained US right to
use the mechanisms
stipulated by UN

Security Council
Resolution 2231
and the Joint

Comprehensive
Plan of Action for
the settlement of
the Iranian nuclear
program (JCPOA) to
putpressureonlran”,
the statementsays.
The department
recalled that "all this
is happening" after
the USadministration
officially withdrew
from the JCPOA
and for more than
two years "grossly
and shamelessly
trampled on its own
obligations arising
from the decisions of
the Security Council
related to this
document".

with COVID-19

President Hassan Rouhani paid tribute to [ranian physiciansand
medical society for their courageous battle in the war against
the coronavirus pandemic, hailing them as heroes protecting

thelives of people.

Inamessage on the National Doctor’s Day on Saturday, Rouhani
lauded the heroes that devote theirlives to save fellow citizens
and stand at the forefront of the fight against the COVID-19

pandemic courageously.

Fight National Headquarters, Rouhani expressed gratitude
to the medical society, doctors, nurses, and Health Ministry
officials for handling the second peak of the pandemicin the

country.

The president also stressed the need to observe the health
protocolsinthe mourningrituals in commemoration of Imam
Hussein (AS) during the month of Muharram (began Friday),
saying Iran can offer amodel for Shiite Muslims and others

around the world.

and

days.

Technology to keep the
Internetbandwidthinthe best
conditionsand ensure Internet
connectivity during the mourning

Communications

[ran’s Health Ministry on Friday reported
112 deaths from the novel coronavirus, the lowest

number of daily fatalities since June 28.

Attempts to Snap Back Sanctions
against Iran to Isolate US Again: Iran

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said attempts by the US
administration to snap back the UN

sanctions against Tehran will one more

time isolate Washington.

5 'j Bl “Last night (US
4q Secretary of State
ISFAHAN RELD) Pompeo
activated the

N E w s mechanism of
INEWS returning the

annulled Security
Council resolutions in his
imaginations,” Zarifsaidina
postonhis Instagramaccount
onFriday.
However, he added, at the
sametimeIran, Russia, China,
the European Union, Germany,
France,and the UK described
the Trump administration’s
move as unlawful, futile,and
null and voice in separate
letters.
“Today, some other members
of the Security Council will
likely adopt similar stances,
andthe Trump administration
willbeisolated and disgraced
globally onceagain,” Zarif said,

oo

accordingtoPressTV.

“The history of the Security
Councildoesnotremember
any similar situation,” he
noted, referring to a global
consensus against US
PresidentDonald Trump.

On Thursday, the United
States' most prominent
Western allies refused to
fallinto step withits push to
snap back the United Nations
sanctionsagainstlran.

The United Kingdom, France,
and Germany said they could

not support the US move,
describing Washington's
actionasincompatible with
efforts to supportthe 2015
Iran nuclear deal, Reuters
reported.

The trio announced their
position in a statement in
responsetoanillegal US push
toinvoke the mechanismin
the nuclear deal that would
restoreall ofthe UN sanctions
againstthe Islamic Republic,
whose related resolutions
were annulled after the

agreementwas concluded.
Delivering the unilateral US
approachits nextblow was
China’s UN mission that
reminded that Washington
had itself compromised all of
its contractual rights under
thenucleardeal.
Neitherdidaletter presented
totheworld body by Pompeo
to trigger the snapback
module qualify for the
purposeithasbeenwritten
for, the mission noted in a
tweet.

Former US Army
Member Accused
of Spying for
Russia

Aformer member of the US Army was
arrested on Friday for conspiring with
Russianintelligence operativesto provide
them with United States national defense
information, the US Department of Justice

saidinapressrelease on Friday.

"According to court documents, from
December 1996 toJanuary 2011, Peter
Rafael Dzibinski Debbins, 45, a former
member of the US Army, allegedly
conspired with agents of a Russian
intelligence service. During that time,
Debbins periodically visited Russiaand
metwith Russianintelligence agents," the
DepartmentofJustice said, TASSreported.
"In 2008, after leaving active duty
service, Debbins disclosed to the Russian

intelligence agents classified information
about his previous activities while
deployed with the Special Forces. Debbins
also provided the Russian intelligence
agentswith the names of,and information
about, his former Special Forces team
memberssothattheagents could evaluate
whethertoapproach the team members
toseeifthey would cooperate with the
Russianintelligence service," according
tothe pressrelease.If convicted, Debbins
facesamaximum penalty oflife in prison.

US claims go
againstelementary
common sense:
Ulyanov

Russia's Permanent Representative to
International Organizations in Vienna
Mikhail Ulyanovdescribed the USrequestto
'snapback’sanctionsagainstlrannegative,
sayingthatUS claims go againstelementary

commonsense.
InaSaturday tweet, Ulyanov wrote, "Very
impressiveresistance inthe UN Security
Councilto USattemptsto trigger snapback.
Member-Statesrefuse torecognise USasa
#]CPOA Participant.""US claims go against
elementary common sense, "headdedIn
another tweet, Russian senior diplomat
wrote,"[twasnotagoodideatotrytotrigger
snapback. Awkward situation, to put it
gently"

In continuation of its unilateralism,

Washington is trying to re-impose UN
sanctionsagainstIranusingthe snapback
mechanismofthe]JCPOAwhichithasillegally
withdrawn frombackin2018.

USefforts comeas Washingtonrecently failed
inthe UNSCto extend armsembargo against
IranwhichisduetoexpireinOctober.
Chinaand Russiahave voiced their strong
opposition to the snapback mechanism
whilealso USalliesincluding Britain, France,
and Germany have noted thatthey cannot
supportthemove.

NEWS

Iran’s Defense Minister to visit

Russia

Iran’s Defense Minister Brigadier-General Amir
Hatamiwill travel to Russia on Saturday at the head
ofahigh-ranking defense-military delegation to
meetwith his Russian counterpartaswell as other
officials of the country, and visit the Army-2020
International Military and Technical Forum.

The visitwill take place at the official invitation of
Russian Defense Minister, Sergei Shoigu.

Since 2015, the Army IMTF has proved its status as
one oftheleading expositions ofarmaments and
hardware, and prestigious platform for discussing
developmentand strengthening international
militaryand technical cooperation.

The Army-2020international military and technical
forumwillrun onthe territory of the Russian Armed
Forces’ Patriot Congress and Exhibition Center,
atthe Alabino training ground and at the Kubinka
airfield on August23-29.

Senior defense and military officials, expertsand
specialists from differentcountries will attend the
international forum.

Military and defense cooperation between Iran
and Russiahasboosted over therecentyearsand
achieved greatandvaluable achievements.
Further strengthening of defense cooperation
between Tehranand Moscow in bilateral, regional
and international areas is among the most
important purposes of General Hatami’s visit to
Russia.

Iran to retaliate, IFUNSC 'not’
stop accompanying US: MP
Amember ofthe [ranian Parliament’s National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission warned
thatif UN Security Council doesn't prevent US
attempts to triggera “snap back” mechanism, Iran
will retaliate it with its own tools.
Speakinginaninterview with Mehr News Agency,
Ebrahim Rezaee reacted to the US attempts to
triggera"snap back" mechanismtore-impose the
restrictions onIran,and added, "Regarding the
illegal withdrawal ofthe US from the JCPOA, ithasno
legalrightto do suchathingagainstIran.”
Whathas driven the US to trigger a “snap back”
mechanism through bullyingand unilateralism s
itspolicy based on power, or better to say the Law of
Jungle, he explained.

Addressingthe members ofthe UN Security Council,
Rezaee warned thatif some members of the UN
Security Council accompany the US, therefore,
Iran' Parliament will certainly retaliate it through
some tools, such as suspending and restricting
inspections of I[ran's nuclear sites, withdrawing
from the JCPOA, as well as withdrawing from the
NPT.He also warned international organizations
that US unilateralism will bring about serious
consequences forthe mechanism ofthe UN Security
Councilinthe future,addingthat, therefore,in order
tomaintain thismechanism, the UN Security Council
mustpreventsuch USmoves.

Dep. Parl. speaker:

Normalization with Israelis
againstregional peace,

stability

FirstDeputy Speaker of [ranian Parliament Seyyed Amir Hossein
Ghazizadeh Hashemi deplored any attempt to normalize ties
with the Israeliregime, saying such a move will notcontribute to

the peace, stability to theregion.

Inameeting with the representative of the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, Nasser Abu Sharif, in Tehran on Thursday, the Iranian
deputy speaker said, “Normalization of ties with the Zionist
regime will notbring peace and stability back to the region;
on the contrary,itwill increase the killing of Muslims by this

cancerous tumor [Israeliregime].”

Referring to the covert efforts by the leaders of some Arab
countries, Ghazizadeh said, “Some rulers of Islamic countries

areinahurrytonormalize relations with the Israeliregime,
and theirbehavioris abetrayal to the Islamic Ummah and

the Palestinian cause.”

He noted that the approach of the Iranian people,
governmentand parliament toward the issue of Palestine
isnotpolitical, butitrelates to the "religious teachings and

balance”

people.”

Palestinianrights.

"Resistance and struggle against the occupation will continue
and the Palestinian people will never be affected by treacherous

acts."

“God's tradition is to supportthe oppressed, and the nation, &
parliamentand government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
have putsuch tradition as a guideline to back the Palestinian

Nasser Abu Sharif, for his part, also condemned the agreement
between the UAE and the Zionist regime, saying that the |
normalization of relations between the UAE and the [sraeli
regimeisabetrayal of the Palestinian cause and a violation of

o

the end ofthe meeting, Abu Sharif

expressed gratitude to the Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneiand the Iranian nation for their

special supportto the Palestinian people.




Iranians'distrustof US hits its highestinrecentmonths

Referringto the Iranians’ unprecedented distrust ofthe USin the post-revolutionary
years,AbbasMoghtadaeisaid thatthishaslead tolran'sadministrationtolook forwardto
establishinglongtermrelationswith Asians.Opinionpolls conductedindifferentperiods
ofthe country showthattoday, in Iranthereis the highestconsensus onnon-negotiation
with the United States, Deputy chairman of the Parliament National Security and Foreign
Policy Committeeannounced,andadded, “Accordingtothesesurveys, Iranians’ national distrust
oftheUnited Statesisatitshighestlevelinthe post-revolutionaryyears."He wentontosay, “Today,all parties,

20000 Rials

movements,individuals,influential figures,and the publicagree thatnot only the USisnot trustworthy, butalso
theybelieve thateveryone should be suspicious ofall the behaviorsand promises ofthe US officials."Accordingly,

No. 578

Sunday ,August 23 , 2020

thegreatestextentofIranians'distrusthasoccurredinrecentmonths,and thishasledIran'sadministrationtolook
forwardtoestablishinglongtermrelationsand cooperations with Asian governments, heunderlined.
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Iranian President ISFRHAN
Praises Doctors for NEWS
o . news
Tireless Battle with
COVIDI19- Snapback
B mechanismisa
propaganda ploy to
AttemptstoSnapBack  saveTrump
SanctionsagainstIran  The Secretary of the
WRCHS Supreme National Security
tolsolate USAgaHL Council of Iran emphasized
Iran thatthetrigger mechanism
B ismerelyapropagandashow
L100 Unlawful Crypto tosave USPresidentDonald
i . ‘ Trumpandhasnootheruse.
MllllllgF arms Busted Ali Shamkhani, secretary
o oflran's Supreme National
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN Security Council, tweeted on
Friday: "The United States
Morning call to prayer: knows that it is unable to
05:07:14 reinstate UN sanctionsand
nedn raver: armsembargoagainstIran.”
NO.O .ca fppraye Shamkhani reminded:
13:05:51 "White House warmongers
Evening call to prayer: should think ofanotherway
19:57:04 toreduce the hatred of the

Americanpeoplefor Trump.”
Following the rejection of
its proposed UN Security
Councilresolution extending
indefinitely the arms
embargoonlran, the United
Stateshasputactivatingthe
trigger mechanism on its
agenda.

WEATHER

NIOC

High:40°c
Low:17 °c

Coronavirus Vaccine Won’t End Pandemic
Alone, WHO Warns

thevirus, scientists stilldon’'t fullyunderstand
The World Health Organization said Friday thatavaccine will viris,saert ! e

how itaffectsthebody orhowwell someoneis
protected fromreinfection after recovering.

Earlier this month, Tedros said there was no
“silver bullet” to the coronavirus and “there

bea“vitaltool” inthe global fightagainstthe coronavirus, but

itwon’tend the COVID19- pandemiconitsownand there’sno

guarantee scientists will find one.
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U.S mustenterinto negotiations with Iran as an
equal partner; U.S professor

introduce akey US competitorintothe Middle
East,aregion of geostrategic priority for the
United States. Increased Chinese maritime
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz could

“The Iran-China agreement would make the Middle Easta

moretense security environmentand it may very well actually

increase therisk of military confrontation between Tehranand
Washington,” the U.S professor told ILNA.

World leaders and the public must learn
to manage the virus and make permanent
adjustments to their daily lives to bring the
virus down to low levels, WHO Director-
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
duringanews conference from the agency’s
Genevaheadquarters. “Atthe same time, we
will not, we cannot go back to the way things
were,” CNBCreported.

Throughouthistory, outbreaks and pandemics
have changed economiesand societies, hesaid.
“In particular, the COVID-19 pandemic has
given new impetus to the need to accelerate
efforts to respond to climate change,” he
said. “The COVID-19 pandemic has given us
aglimpse of ourworld asit could be: cleaner
skiesandrivers.”

Thevirushasinfected more than 22.7 million
people worldwide and killed atleast 794,100
inmore than seven months, according to data
compiled by Johns Hopkins University. There
areatleast 30 potential vaccines currently in
clinical trials, according to the WHO, but there
isno guarantee they will be safe and effective,
hesaid.

Even though human trials for potential
vaccines are progressing, scientists say key
questionsremain. COVID-19 was discovered
in December. While numerous research
papers and studies have been produced on

mightneverbe.”

Hesaid world leaders can stop new outbreaks
by practicing the “basics” of public health
and disease control. “Testing, isolating and
treating patientsand tracingand quarantining
their contacts. Doitall. Inform, empowerand
listento communities. Doitall,” he said Aug. 3.
Tedrossaid Friday that “every single person”
canmakeadifferencein the pandemic.
“Every person and family hasaresponsibility
toknow thelevel of COVID-19 transmission
locally and to understand whatthey can do to
protectthemselvesand others,” he said.

Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove, head of the WHO'’s
emerging diseases and zoonosis unit, said it's
“veryimportant” for the public tolearn “how
tolive with thisvirus.”

That will help “continue to suppress
transmission, identify cases and clusters that
pop up sowe can quickly put those outand
minimize as many deaths as possible,” she
said. “Indoingso,some countries may need to
implementsome measures again.”

Van Kerkhove said some countries, using
data, are now choosing toimplementsocial
distancing measuresinareas wherethereisa
highlevel of transmission.

“What we are seeing now is a targeted
approachtoaddinginterventions thatneed to
be putin placeto get outbreaksunder control
andreduce the number of infections thatare
happening,” shesaid.

Official

Presidential Office chief of staff
Mahmoud Vaeziwroteinatweetthat
USPresidentDonald Trumpresortsto

Tl'lllllp resortsto threatsasway-outforhissteepdecline
ofpopularity.

thl'eatsasway-out The eraof unilateralismis overand

forpopulal’itydrop: theinternational community does

notstand USbullingand threats, Vaezi
wroteon Friday evening. Hewrote that
this USmove will failas well, adding
thatWashington hasn'tlearned from
its recent humiliating defeat and

threatens the UN Security Council
memberstoaccompanyit. Thisiswhile
China, Russia, and the Europe have
announced loudly thatthey oppose
USdecisionto activate the snapback.
Trump is facing a severe drop in
approvalsohehasdecided tothreaten
othersanddigress mindstoescapehis
currentconditions, Vaeziwrote.

Stephen Herzog who is a Stanton Nuclear
Security Fellow on Managing the Atom of the
Harvard Kennedy School saysinan exclusive
interview with ILNA news agency that
maximum pressure” has failed andithaseven
broughtlranand Venezuelaclosertogetheras
energy partners.

Q:Iranand Chinaare negotiatingand want
tosignanew 25-yearagreementdespite US
sanctions. Does thisagreementlift [ran out of
economicisolation?
A:Ononehand,Iseetheappealand benefits for
Tehranfrom concludingabroad agreementwith
Beijing. Myunderstanding fromnewsreportsis
thatthe deal could accountforupto$400billion
inbilateral activities. The Iranian economyhas
beenhithardbytherelentless “sanctions-only”
policy of the Trump administration. In many
respects, Chinais offering Iran an economic
lifeline thatwillhelpundo some ofthe damage
causedbysanctions.

Yet, onthe otherhand, Iran should tread with
caution to maintain its sovereignty and avoid
dependenceon China. The Chinese government
hasahistory of making one-sided deals with
statesinvulnerable economicpositions. Beijing
wouldbeinvolvedin 5Gnetworkdevelopment,
banking,and portand railroad infrastructure
inIran. Chinawould alsoreceive discounted
[ranian oil. Many countriesin Africaand Asia,
suchas Ethiopiaand Pakistan, have become
dependenton Chinaafteracceptinglargedeals.
Suchdependencehasgiven Chinaafreehandto
exertpoliticalleverage overthese countriesin
boththeirbilateral diplomaticrelationsandin
multilateral organisations. Additionally, Iran’s
participationin China’s Beltand Road Initiative
could close offothertrade opportunities with
the European Unionand India.
ChineseinvolvementinIranwouldindeedalso

heightentheriskofincidentsatsea. Meanwhile,
the weapons, joint military exercises, and
trainingapparently envisioned in the Iran-
Chinaagreementwould make the Middle East
amore tense security environment. While
security cooperation could be beneficial for
[ran’snational defence,itmayvery wellactually
increase the risk of military confrontation
between Tehranand Washington—something
everyonewould prefertoavoid.

The USpolicy of “Maximum Pressure” hasfailed
inlranand Venezuela. Why does the United
Statesnotabandon thisdisastrous policy?

A: I agree that “maximum pressure” has
failed and led Iran to further develop its
uranium enrichment capacity. It has even
broughtlranand Venezuelaclosertogetheras
energy partners, with Venezuelaservingasa
destination countryforIraniangasoline exports.
The Trump administration has routinely
claimed that “maximum pressure” will
force Iran to make concessions in nuclear
negotiations, as wellasover Iran’s ballistic
missile programme and support of militia
groupslabelled by the United Statesasterrorist
organisations. However, Iran has enhanced
itstrade tieswith China, Venezuela,and other
countries. The activities that the Trump
administration claimstobe stoppingarealso
continuing. Itisaparadoxtowatch USofficials—
particularly Secretary of State Mike Pompeo—
continuously say more sanctionsare needed
because of Iran’s strength whilealso claiming
Iranisweakbecause of sanctions. Both cannot
betruesimultaneously.

[thinkformany Trumpadministration officials,
“maximum pressure” and sanctions have
becomealmostlikeanarticle of faith. Butthey
clearlyaren’t working, so the United States
wouldbebetterserved byamore constructive
approach prioritisingnegotiationsandareturn
totheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).
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