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Foreign Investmentsin
Iranian Industrial Towns Top
$2 Billion

Saturday ,August 1, 2020, No. 560

Atotal of $2.1billion worth of investmentshave been
made by 231 foreign investorsin Iran’s industrial
townsbyMarch 19, creating 19,862 jobs.
Accordingtoareportby IRNA citing data provided by
the Ministry of Industries, Miningand Trade, there
are 1,100 small-and medium-sized enterprisesin
industrial towns with annual exports worth $12.64
billion.

Iran’s industrial towns are home to 62 export
managementcompaniesand 72 exportconsortiums
with annual exports worth $236 million and $352
million, respectively.

By March 19, a total of 23 memorandums of
understanding on cooperation had been finalized
between Iranianand foreign SMEs.

Some other significant statistics show 41,631
Iranian SMEs participated in domestic and
international exhibitions, while 176 industrial
managers attended eight training courses and
undertookassignmentsin Germany in cooperation
with the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit GmbH or GIZ, which led to the
conclusion ofa€180-million contract.

The Iran Small Industries and Industrial Parks
Organization, affiliated to the Ministry of Industries,
Mining and Trade, helped revive a total of 314
recession-hitindustrial units across the country
from the beginning of the currentfiscal year (March
20)to]July 12tocreate5,623jobs.

Accordingto Mohsen Salehinia, deputy industries
minister and the head of ISIPO, metal industries top
thelistofrevived units witha27% share, followed by
chemical production units with 26%, IRNAreported.
Foodand beverage production unitsaccountfor 18%
oftherevived units, he added.

Salehinianoted that 44 revived units are located
in the capital city Tehran, which was followed by
Isfahan with 40 units and West Azarbaijan with 28
units.

The Industries Ministry aim to revive 1,500
recession-hitsmall-and medium-sized enterprises
by the end of the currentfiscal year (March 2021).
Salehiniasaid morethan 46,000 industrial unitsare
operatingin 820 industrialtownsacrossthe country,
93% of which are considered small, 4% medium and
3%Ilarge.

About 35,000 smalland large units are also under
construction, headded.

Hossein Modarres Khiyabani, the Industries, Mining
and Trade Ministry’s caretaker, said that despite
obstacles created by US sanctions, 200 major
industrial projects with an aggregate value of 1.7
quadrillionrials ($7.5 billion) will be implemented
by the fiscal yearend (March 20,2021) to create
about41,000newjobs.

Sixindustrialand mining projects worth 58.8trillion
rials ($253 million) have come on stream in three
provinces earlier thismonth.

By definition, enterprises run by 50 workers orless,
and 100 workers orlessare considered small- and
medium-sized enterprisesrespectively,according
toISIPO.
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AccordingtodatareleasedbySecuritiesand Exchange

Organization on Codal.ir, Iran Khodro (IKCO), SAIPA

and Pars Khodro, Iran’s three major automakers

produced 263,527 sedans during the four-month

period, which figure was 252,588lastyear.
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IKCO’s output
during the
period rose to
132,324, which

NEWS is 34.2% higher

S o last year’s

correspondingtimewhenthe
company produced 98,573
passengervehicles.

In addition, IKCO
manufactures commercial
vehicles, such as pickups,
vans, trucksand buses. The
number of pickups produced
by the company was 1,345.
However,during the period
underreview,IKCOhalted the
productionlines of several
models of commercial
vehicles.

SAIPA, IKCO’s competitor,
produced 117,804 vehicles
inthe four months, marking
a3.8%year-on-yeardecline.
Asubsidiary of SAIPA, Pars
Khodro also registered a
significantfallin production
during the period. The
company’s outputreached
13,397, marking a 57.3%
decline.

Monthly  comparisons,
however, show that the
productionrateinall three
companieshasseenarise.
During the last month
(June 20-July 20), IKCO’s
productionrate hit35,836,
marking a 22.9% growth
compared to the year-ago
month.

SAIPA’s outputinthe month
was 38,284 vehicles, 26%
higher than the same period
oflastyear.

Pars Khodro last month
produced 9,963 cars,
registering a 44% growth
compared to the year-ago
month.

Dueto consecutive declines
since May 2019, analysts
wereinthedark, becausethe
ministry stopped releasing
auto production data. The
figureshavebeen extracted

from financial statements
submitted by automakersto
thedomesticstockexchange.
Mismanagement, corruption
and the pressure of US
sanctions, now coupled
withthe Covid-19 outbreak,
have derailed Iran’s auto
industries.

The automakers have
grappled with numerous
scandals over the past
few months, including the
arrestof several managers
of the two companies on
chargesofimplementingan
unauthorized price hikeand
committingfraud.

Industry insidersandlocal
mediahave speculated that
thetwo companiesareonthe
verge of bankruptcyand, as
usual, need the government
to help bail them on the
pretextofsavingthousands
ofjobsatriskinthe chronically
dysfunctional automotive
companies.

Shrinking Options

The types of carsavailable
to Iranian customers have
declined after the US
reimposed harsh sanctions
againstlraninthe summer
0f2018.

Almostallforeign partners
ofIranian carmakers pulled
out ofthe country after US
sanctions targeted Iran’s
automotiveindustries.
Eveninternationalauto parts
makers with decades-old
ties halted sales to Iranian
firms, as the US embargo
threatened Iran’saccess to
USmarketsanddisrupted the
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latter’sinternational banking

The first shipment of Iran's
aquatic products has been
shipped to Thailand via
southeasternportofChabahar.

Director General of Sistanand
Baluchestan Portsand Maritime
Organization, Behrouz Aghaei
said on Thursday that the first
ship carrying Iran's aquatic
products left southeastern
Iranian port of Chabahar for
Thailand for the first time.He
added that the shipment of
non-edible fishes was sent to
the Indian port of Mundravia
Chabahar,whichwasunloadedat

relations.

Asaresult, evenifaforeign
firm wished to work with
domesticcompanies, Iranian
payment for the goods
and services could not get
through. Allthesehave taken
a harsh toll on Iran’s auto
producersandassemblers.
Therefore, the production of
20carmodelshasbeenhalted
over the pastyear. Some of
the carsassembledinIran,
such as Renault’s Sandero
and Sandero Stepway, as well
asSuzuki’s Grand Vitara, have
stoppedrolling out of Iran
Khodro Company:.

[KCOalso produces Chinese
Haima and Dongfeng
models, butthe company is
yettoannounce whetherit
wouldbeabletosustainthe
productionofthesemodels.
The Iranian firm also
produces several Peugeot
models, including 405 and
206.Reportedly, IKCO will
be able to continue the
productionof206 and 405
sinceithasbeenmakingthem
fordecadesand onlyrelies
onthe foreign supplier for
some key parts.SAIPA, the
other major automaker in
Iran,alsousedtomakeseveral
models in collaboration
with China’s Brilliance Auto
Groupand SouthKorea'sKia,
the production of which has
stopped.

ParsKhodro hashalted the
productionlines of Renault
Sanderoand Logan.

South Korea's Hyundai

Motoralso had a deal with
[ranian private carmaker
Kerman Motor to produce
HyundaiilOandi20inIran,
which partnershiphasbeen
suspended.

Several other Chinesebrands
were assembled by private
[ranian automakers, suchas
BYD, GreatWall, MGand Lifan,
which have entirely stopped
their production activities
inlran.

PoorPerformance
Despite an automotive
background of nearly

six decades and a four-
decade-longhistory ofauto
management since the
1979 victory of the Islamic
Revolution, the sector
has remained under state
controlandfailedtostand on
itsown feet.The Industries
Ministry hasimposed hefty
tariffs on car imports and
domesticautomakers charge
exorbitant prices for their
substandard products from
presales.Buckling under
theburden of US sanctions,
Iran’s auto production
was plummeting since
June 2018 until recently.
Recently, Mohammad Reza
Najafimanesh, a member
of Tehran’s Chamber of
Commerce and an avid
supporter of domestic
carmakers, told reporters
thatIranianautomakerswill
miss outputgoals they had
setforthe currentfiscal year
(started March 20),amid the
coronaviruspandemicand US
sanctions.

Istaquatic products shipment sent to
Thailand via Chabahar

thisportandloaded onanother
ship to its final destination
BangkokPort, Thailand.
Aghaeialso said that the forth
shipmentofAfghanistan’stransit
goodshasbeenshippedtoIndia
through Shahid Beheshtiport
inChabahar.In2016,Iran, India,
and Afghanistan decided to
jointly establish a trade route
forland-locked Central Asian
countries.
India had
consignment of wheat to
Afghanistan through Chabahar
Portbackin2017.

also sent a
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What's News

Docking of
Container
Vessels at
Shahid Rajaee

PortUp 14%
EghtesadOnline: A
total of 528 container
vessels berthed at
Shahid Rajaee Port
in the southern
Hormozgan Province
during the first four
months ofthe current
Iranianyear (March
20-July 21), which
shows a 14% rise
compared with the
similar period of last
year.

According to the
newly-appointed
Director General
of Hormozgan
Portsand Maritime
Organization
Alireza Mohammadi
Karajiran, container
loading and
unloadinginthe port
stood at 482,000
TEUs over the four-
month period,
Fars News Agency
reported.

With 12 wharfs,
Shahid Rajaee Port
is Iran’s biggest
container port,
accounting for 90%
of the country’s
total container
throughput.

Over half of Iran’s
commercial trading
is carried out at
Shahid Rajaee,
whichislocated 23
kilometers west
of the port city of
Bandar Abbas, the
capital of Hormozgan
Province.

The Ports
and Maritime
Organization  of
Iran'slatestavailable
datashow atotal of
13.24 million tons of
commodities were
loaded and unloaded
in Shahid Rajaee
Port during the
first quarter of the
currentlranianyear
(March 20-June 20),
registeringa27.11%
fall compared with
the similar period of
lastyear.This made
Shahid Rajaee the
country’s busiest
port during the
period,asinprevious
reports. Non-oil
goods accounted for
around 6.55 million
tonsand oil products
for more than 6.68
million tons of the
total, showing a
45.19%  decline
and a 7.76% rise
respectively year-
on-year.
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Iran Urges
Regional
Cooperation
to Ensure
Security

Iranian President
Hassan  Rouhani
described regional
cooperation as the
only way to ensure
security and stability
across theregion.

In a telephone
conversation with
Emir of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani on Thursday,
President Rouhani
emphasized the
necessity for the
expansion ofrelations
between  Tehran
and Doha given the
delicate situationin
theregion.
“Security and
stability in the region
would be achievable
only within the
frameworkofregional
cooperation, and we
can undoubtedly
bring about better

conditions in the
region with the
promotion of

cooperation,” the
Iranian president
said.

Healso congratulated
the Qatari
government and
nation on Eid al-
Adha, and hailed the
positive ties between
Iranand Qatarastwo
age-oldneighbors.
“TheIslamic Republic
of Iran sees no
obstacle and limit
to the expansion
of relations and
cooperation with
Qatarasafriendlyand
brotherly country,”
President Rouhani
noted.He finally
expressed hope that
the efforts made by
the officials of the
two countriesinIran-
QatarJoint Economic
Commission
would give a
boost to economic
cooperationand that
the two states would
beabletoholdaface-
to-face meetinginthe
near future,according
to the Iranian
government’s official
website.

For his part,
Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani
congratulated the
Iranian government
and nation on the
Muslim festival of Eid-
al- Adha, calling for
the enhancement of
economicinteraction
between the two
states.

=

Iran’s Top General Urges
Concerted Action against

COVID-19

In a congratulatory message for his Muslim
counterparts on the Islamic festival of Eid al-Adha,
Chiefof Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces Major
General Mohammad Hossein Bageri called for
collective cooperation in tackling the coronavirus

pandemic.

The top Iranian commander sent separate messages
tothe heads ofarmed forces ofthe Islamic countries

on Thursday, offering warm wishes on the occasion of
Eidal-Adha.
The Iranian general also described the Hajj season
as the manifestation of the Islamic community’s
unity, rapport, and solidarity, sayingit provides
an opportunity to realize the Islamic world’s
predicaments.
Inthe currentsituation when the human societies are
engulfed by the outbreak ofthe coronavirus pandemic,
itisnecessary for the countries and governments to
workin cooperation and take constrictive and effective
measures to contain the disease, Major General Bageri
underlined.

In remarks in May, the top
commanderhad expressed
thelranian Armed Forces’
readiness to share their
experiences in
fight against the novel
coronavirus with friendly
countriesacrosstheregion.
He had also warned that a
failure to cope with the virusin
acorrectand scientific manner could

increase the spread of the disease and threaten the

the

health of nations.

Leader: US sanctions, crime against
Iranian nation
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The Supreme Leader of the Islamic

Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei

described the US sanctions againstIran

notassabotage againstthe government
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butacrimeagainstthe nation.

Ny AvatollahKhameneiis
"&WJJV l addressingthelranian
ISFAHAN Muslim nation on the

auspiciousoccasionon
N E w s Friday.

NEWS Hisaddressisbroadcast

S jca011:3000caltime |
(0700 GMT) on numerous |
Iranian state TV and radio |

channels.

The speechisalsoavailable to
theaudience at Khamenei.ir
accountsinsocialnetworks.
He said though the US tries
to make the belief that the
sanctions are against the
Islamicrepublicsysteminthe
country, the truthisthatthey
targetthenation.

The Supreme Leader wenton
tooutline the objectivesthese
sanctions pursue and said the
engineers ofthese plotshave
manytargets.

Firstand foremost, Ayatollah
Khameneisaid, they seek to
try the patience of the nation
by overestimatingdifficulties
and problems to make the
publicstandin the face of the
government.

They have tried but failed
severaltimes, hesaid.

The Leader also said that
the sanctions also aim at
sabotaging Iran's scientific
progress and also cause the
failure of the governmentin
economicareas.

Hesaid the sanctions want to
pushtheIranian government
toastateofbankruptcy.
Theenemiesalsoseekthe sub-
targetofunderminingIran's
ties with resistance groups
acrosstheregionwhichtheyare
surely failinginachieving this
goal, Ayatollah Khameneisaid.
Hesaid thebrave people of Iran
have now to be fully alert that
thereismuchanimosityagainst
thenationsotheyhavetostand
fully united and focused as
before.

Ayatollah Khamenei said
enemies are working to hurt
thenationand makeitsufferso
[ranianshaveto concentrateall
effortsand energies to counter
suchplots.

He said planning and
performingscientificresearch
like in areas pertaining to
controllingand containingthe
currentcoronavirus pandemic
can serve this purpose of
defeatingenemies.

He went on to stress that
orchestrated with this wave
of sanctions, the enemies
have simultaneously engaged
ineffortsto distorts factsina
bid to tarnish the truth so
once this trend of distortion
and falsifying getsbeaten the
sanctionstoowill failbecause
thisisabattle ofwills.

E B o

adverse outcomes of sanctions
could certainly be cured but
theremedy to themisnotto
stepbackfrom counteringthe
US but rather relying solely
onthenational potential and
capabilities.

Pointing to Iran's need for
developing its own nuclear
energy, he said that atomic
energyisundoubtedlyaneed
forthe future for Iranbecause
thenation willneed up to 30k
megawatts of powerina few
years'time.

The Supreme Leader went
ontonote that'Whatthe USis
tellingustodayisthatweshould
absolutely forsake ournuclear
industry, reduce our defense
and missile capabilities and
facilitiesto one tenth and thus
deprive ourselves from any
defensive means,abandonour
regional authority and putall
thesethingsaside."

"Once you accept to utterly
abandon all these, then will
seethatit(US)isnotsatisfied
yet, it will demand another
something, have another
request; so no wisdom will
tell recommend that we, in
ordertorepel the aggressor,
should fulfillitsdemands," the
Ayatollahadded.
Hesaidthe USproblemisthatit
isnotcapableofeitherignoring
[ranormakingitsurrender.

He said while the USis trying
todepictIran, Chinaand other
countries as the enemies of
the Americannation, the fact
isthatthebiggestenemyofthe
Americannationistheregime
which is ruling the country
sotheyshould notsearch for
enemies from the outside
world.

He also referred to the
economicproblemsexistingin
the country like hiking prices
andsaid thishastobetackled,
notingthatnecessarytalkshave
already been underway with
PresidentHassan Rouhaniand
otherrelated officials.

He congratulated believers
tothe Almighty and followers
of the Abrahamic religions
worldwide on the auspicious
occasion of Aid al-Adhawhich
glorifiesman's sacrifices for
hisLord.

Outlining the meaning of

Ayatollah further said the

the sacrifices made by holy
prophets especially Abraham
who embarked on offering
his son to the Almighty but
was given an option ofkilling
asheep, he said the month of
Zilahajjahisaholyperiodwhich
contains many religiously
significantoccasions.
Hesaidhispublicmeetingswith
the publicfromall walks oflife
inthe pastyearswereamong
hispleasures whichhavebeen
canceledrecently due to the
COVID19pandemic.
Referring to the Coronavirus
outbreakasaplightthathad
contaminated the whole
world, he hailed the efforts of
medical staff in fighting the
pandemicandsaid the nation
has performed brilliantly in
containingtheoutbreak.

The Leader also praised the
outstanding work of [ranian
healthcarepersonnelincluding
doctors and said the public
assistance to those who have
suffered financial damage
duetothe COVID19 outbreak
has been very brilliant and
outstanding.

He urged all believers to
continue with their efforts to
provideassistancetotheneedy
families while observingall
necessaryhealth protocols.

On Wednesday, the Supreme
Leaderissuedastatementon
Aid al-Adhawhichisone the
mostsignificantoccasionsin
thelslamiccalendar.

In the statement, he said
that this year the season of
Hajj, which has always been
coupledwithafeelingofdignity;
greatness and blossomingin
the world of Islam, has been
afflicted with sorrowthisyear
asbelieversaresubjectedtoa
harshseparation fromit.

He further described Hajj as
"amaneuver to show offone’s
powerinthefaceofthearrogant
people who are the center of
corruption, oppression, the
destruction ofthe weak,and
plunder. Today, the body and
soul of the Islamic Ummah
is covered with blood due
to their oppression and
their malevolence. Hajj is a
manifestation ofthe hardand
soft powers of the Islamic
Ummah."

Elsewhereinthe statement,

the Supreme Leader noted
that "Today, liberalism and
communism, which were
considered 50, 100 years
ago as the most prominent
achievements of western
civilization - have completely
losttheir glamour and their
fatalflawshavebecomevisible.
Thesystembuiltonthebasisof
thelatterhascollapsedandthe
system founded onthe basis of
the formeris struggling with
deepcrisesandisontheverge
ofdownfall"

He went on to point to "the
behavior of the US towards
weaknationsisan extension
ofthe behavior of the police
officer who putshiskneeson
theneckofadefenselessperson
of color, pressing solong until
he dies. The other western
governments are also the
manifestationofthisdisastrous
situation, eachwithinthescope
oftheirpowerandresources,"
and said "These are people
who condone the survival of
the usurpingand oppressive
Zionistregimeand whoextend
theirhand offriendshiptothem
privatelyand openly.Itistheyto
whomIamofferingthesewords
ofadviceand[warnthemabout
thebitter consequences ofthis
behavior"

Ayatollah Khamenei stressed
that"Weregard the presence
of the US in West Asia as
detrimental to regional
nations and as a cause of
insecurity, destruction, and
backwardness for countries.
Asforthecurrenteventsinthe
US -theanti-discriminatory
andanti-racialmovement-our
definite positionisto support
the people and to condemn
the despicable behavior of
theracistgovernmentin that
country."

Eid al-Adha also called the
‘Festival of Sacrifice’, is the
second oftwo Islamicholidays
celebrated worldwide each
year (the other being Eid al-
Fitr).

Ithonors the willingness of
Abraham to sacrifice his son
asanactofobedienceto God’s
command. Before Abraham
could sacrifice his son, God
provided alamb to sacrifice
instead.

NEWS

Iranwillletnoaggressors to
approachitsborders: Spox

Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavireiterated
thatterritorial integrity andland, seaand air borders
aresacred forthe Iranian people, stressing that'We will
certainlynotallow anyintrudertoinfiltrate orharmthis
sacred trinity"

Addressing anews meetingin Anzali Free Zone on
Thursday, he said thatIranasaregional powerisalways
worried aboutregional calm and stability,adding that
thesecurity oftheregion can onlybe achieved with the
convergence of the countriesinit, which, of course, is
nottotheliking ofthe trans-regional powers thathave
enteredit.

[ran favors detentand removing misunderstandings
withallthe countries, especially Muslim states, Mousavi
said, noting, "We believe that the gaps created by the
differencesarebeingexploited by the enemies, including
Israel"

Today, unityisastrategicissue for Iranwhich hasalways
extended the hand of friendship to all regional states
and certainly, ifthe countries ofthe region want stability,
prosperity and peacein theregion, they willnotfinda
better friend than Iran, the diplomatsaid.

He stressed thatdifferences between the countries,
especially the northern countries of Iran, should be
resolved within the framework ofrespectforterritorial
integrity and international law and through peaceful
means, adding that [ran wants peace, stability and
tranquility forall countriesintheregionand considersit
intheinterestofall.

[ranbelievesinabalanced attitude towardsall countries
and geographical areas, he said, reiterating thatthe
IslamicRepublicofIranhastried tohave abalanced policy
with countriesand pursuesitsinterestswith this view.
Elsewhereinhisspeech, hereferred to whathasbeen
established asaninteractionandfinancial transferwithin
theframeworkofthe Iran-Switzerland financial channel
forthetransfer ofhumanitarianitemstoIran, saying, "Itis
afacility thatanumber of companiesand countrieshave
installed to deliver some humanitarianitems, especially
medicine, to our country,and although we considerita
smallstep, wewelcomeit."

Based onthe JCPOA, Europeans were committed to
continuing their relations with the Islamic Republicby
facilitatingand removingobstacles, Mousavi said, noting
thatIrantriedtostrikeabalancebytakingfive stepsinthe
UN Security Council, andifthe European countriesreturn
totheir commitments, Iran will continueits relations
withthem.

"The Americans pursuedapolicy of maximum pressure
onthelran,whichtodayhasturnedintoapolicy of 'super
pressure’,butithasgotaccustomedtothese pressures,
andthestrategy of ourholyrulingestablishmentagainst
it, maximumresistance withreliance onthevastdomestic
resourcesand friends.Isintheregionand theworldand
istryingtodefeatthe planof Americawith thisstrategy,"
Mousavisaid.

NotingthatSouth Koreaisrationallyandlegally obliged
topayIran'sdebts, he said thatthe Koreanshavenoright
totrampleupontherightsofthe Iranian people because
ofthethird government'spressure.

China Says US Wants A New Cold
War Because of Presidential
Election

China'sambassadorto London said on Thursday that
the United States was trying to trigger anew Cold War
with the Communiststate because it was searching
forascapegoatahead ofthe US presidential electionin
November."Itisnot China (thathas) become assertive.
It'sthe otherside ofthe Pacific Ocean whowantto start
new Cold War on China, so we have to make response
tothat," China'sambassadorto London Liu Xiaoming
toldreporters."Wehavenointerestinany Cold War, we
havenointerestinany war.""Wehave all seen whatis
happeninginthe United States, they tried to scapegoat
China, they wantto blame China for their problems,"
he said. "Weallknow thisisan electionyear," Reuters
reported."They wantto doanythingincludingtreating
Chinaasanenemy,” Liusaid. "Probably they think they
need anenemy, they thinkthey wanta Cold Warbutwe
have nointerest, we keep telling America, Chinaisnot
your enemy, Chinaisyour friend, your partner."




‘_‘
_

US not to changeits policy against Iran

Amember of Expediency Council Hojjatoleslam Gholamreza Mesbahi
Moghadam said US policies against Iran will not change after the upcoming
election.He noted that the Islamic Republicisan independent country that
doesnotrely onthe Westorthe East.“Beingindependentdoes not mean that
[ran cannot cooperate with other nations. We musthave balanced economicand
political relations with various countries. Currently, we must take this opportunity

toexpand ourbilateral tieswith Chinaand Russiaamid US sanctions on Iran,”he added.

20000 Rials

He wentontosay that US policies against the [slamic Republic willnot undergo a fundamental change

evenif Democrats win atthe next presidential election.“Republicans have violent tactics however
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Urges Concerted
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COVIDI19- Education minister
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Forelgn Investments Iranian scientific
in Iranian Industrial team
M Education Minister
TOWHSTOP2$ Billion Mohsen Haj-Mirzaei

Dockingof

Container Vesselsat  the

o in a tweet late on

Thursday congratulated
Iranian people
and scientific elites on

Shahid Rajaee Port -

winning four valuable
Up%l4 medals (one gold, two
_ , o silversand one bronze)
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN by the country's
J | scientific team in the
Morning call to prayer: 52nd World Chemistry

04:46:23 Olympiad.
Noon call to prayer : "On the eve of Eid al-
13:09:40 Adha, congratulations
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WEATHER
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to the scientific elite,
the general public of
Iran, their families and
teachersonwinningfour
valuable medals (one
gold, two silver and one
bronze) by the Iranian
four-member scientific
teaminthe 52nd World
Chemistry Olympiad. I
wish successand pride
inallareas," hetweeted.

Democrats follow soft ones. Their goals are the same, therefore it does not matter to us whatkind of
government comes to power in the United States,” he emphasized.

Leader: US sanctions, crime against
Iranian nation

Rouhani:Coronavirus death toll expected to
drop in coming weeks

Iranian President said thatthe death toll and the number

ofinfected people with coronavirus are expected to drop

significantly in the coming weeks.

theimplementation of health protocols
and stressed thatregulatorybodies should
fully monitor theimplementation of the
guidelines and, if necessary, deal with

Trump Attacks Mail-Voting After Suggestion
to Delay 2020 Election Misfires

US President Donald Trump has once again takenaim at

thenotion of having all voters cast mail-in ballots in the

systemthatis currentlyin effectinfive statesisto
beexpandedtotherestofthe US, massvoterfraud
isvirtuallyinevitable.

2020 presidential election, afterhisidea of postponingthe ~ However, Thursdaywasthe firsttime he floated

Speakingon Thursday atthe meetingofthe
heads ofthe committees of the National
Task Force for Fighting Coronavirus, Dr
Hassan Rouhanisaid, "After careful studies
by experts and taking advantage of the
opinions ofallagencies aboutthe manner
and process ofholding the entrance exam
and mourning ceremony for Imam Hussein
(AS), the matters have been reviewed
first by the Security, Social and Medical
Committees and then by the National Task
Force for Fighting Coronavirus."

The Presidentstressed thatthe guidelines
for holding the exam and mourning
ceremonies are also fully in line with
the World Health Organisation's global
standards.

Rouhanistated thatall the necessaryhealth
protocols have beenannounced, especially
for those who areresponsible for holding
the ceremonies, because observing the
health protocolsare people'srightand the
mourning ceremonies of Imam Hussein
(AS) cannotbeinaplace where therights
ofthe peoplearenotobserved.

The Presidentalso called for monitoring

violatorsin orderto protectpublichealth.
The Presidentsaid, "Thereisno doubt
that with the cooperation of health
departments and those responsible for
holdingthe ceremonies canimprove health
standards."

Inanotherpartofhisspeech, he expressed
hisregretovertheincreaseinthe number
of people infected with coronavirus and
the death toll, saying, "The new wave
of coronavirus depends on our own
behaviour more than thatofthe virus."
"Negligencein care and the process of
observing health protocols has played an
importantroleinincreasing the spread
of this disease, which is expected to
decrease within the next two weeks due
totheincreasein people's sensitivity and
increasing care and observance ofhealth
protocols,” said President.
Rouhanistated, "[tis necessary to change
ourlifestylein order toadaptto the current
conditions of coronavirus and make
the observance of health instructions a
mandatory partofanylife plan.”

During the meeting, it was also decided
tosuspend Tehran'slimited trafficzone
scheme for one week.

election fell flatamonglawmakers.

“Mustknow Electionresults on the night ofthe
Election, notdays, months, orevenyearslater!”
Trump tweeted on Thursday, shortly before
arguingthat “universal mail-in voting” at the
November election will turnitinto the “most
inaccurateand fraudulentelectionin history.”
Trump,whohasemerged asastaunch opponent
ofthe concept, repeatedly suggested thatthe mail-
invotingprocedureisvulnerable towidespread
abuse,addingthatheis “glad” thatthe mediahas
“finally” takennotice oftheissue, RTreported.
“Glad I was able to get the very dishonest
LameStream Mediato finally start talkingabout
the RISKS to our Democracy from dangerous
Universal Mail-In-Voting (not Absentee Voting,
whichItotallysupport!)”

Trump has frequently said that if the mail-in

theideathatpublicconcernsaroundthe Covid-19
pandemiccould possiblywarrantadelay ofthe
vote.Theidea of postponingthe election fell flat
amonglawmakers on both sides of the aisle,
however. Trump critics on Twitterimmediately
seized ontheidea, sending ‘President Pelosi’
trending. Pelosi, as the Speaker ofthe House of
Representatives, would bethe persontotakethe
reins from Trump on January 20,2021, unless
thedelayed election washeld by thattime.Senior
GOPlawmakersin Congress dismissed theidea
aswell, withboth Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnelland top House of Representatives
Republican Kevin McCarthy speaking against
settingaprecedentbyreschedulingavote.After
facingbipartisan pushback, Trump backtracked
andsaid thathehad notbeen seekingadelay of
the vote-buthedoubled down onhis concerns
thattheresultsofthe mail-invotingmayneversee
thelightoftheday.

IRGCWarnsofTran’s
Crushing Responseto

AnyAggression

The Payambar-e Azam 14 (The Great
Prophet) war gameinIran’s southern
province of Hormozgan, western parts of
the Straitof Hormuz,and the Persian Gulf
wasaimedatsendingamessagetoglobal
arrogantpowers, the IslamicRevolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) said.

Inastatement on Thursday, the IRGC
announced the successful conclusion

ofthe Payambar-e Azam 14 war game

during which joint operations were
carried outby missile units, vesselsand
drones from the IRGC Navy and missile,
drone and radar units from the IRGC
Aerospace Force.ltsaid the message of
the drills toneighboringand friendly
countries was peace and friendship as
wellas security for theregion while the
globalarrogancereceived the message
ofthe[ranian nation and Armed Forces’
preparedness, vigilanceand steadfastness
inthe face ofenemies’ plotsand threats.
[ranwillneverinitiateawar, butwillgive
adecisiveand crushingresponse toany

actionagainstthe Islamic Republicas
partofitsdefensestrategy, the statement
furtherread.Onthesecond day ofthe war
game on Wednesday, the IRGC Aerospace
Forcesuccessfullyfired ballisticmissiles
hiddenin camouflage deep under the
ground.The IRGC’s Sukhoi-22 fighterjets
alsodestroyed targetsonthe Farurlsland
with winged bombs. Abroad range of
smartbombswere dropped to detonate
thehypothetical enemy’s targets with
greataccuracy, as the targetshave been
designedonamuchsmallerscalethanthe
actualsize.

. ) SouthKorean Foreign Ministryand the
Ir.anl'i‘orelganmstry esteemedambassador of the Islamic
Dismisses Baseless RepublicofIranto Seoul,and thisisa
RBPOI'tS onS. Korea baseless claimaltogether.

. 2. The meeting which took place

Ties

The Iranian Ministry of Foreign
Affairsreleased anannouncementin
response to the unfounded reports
aboutthe course of relationsbetween
Tehranand Seoul.
Inastatementon Thursday, the Foreign
Ministryrespondedtoanarticletitled
“Who emboldened the Koreans?”
whichwas published in the Iranian
press.

What follows in the text of the
announcement, according to the
Foreign Ministry’s official website:

"1.Basically, there wasno phone call
between the spokesperson of the

was between the ambassador of the
[slamic RepublicofIranto Seouland
the director general for Middle East
affairs. In the meeting, no mention
wasmade aboutthe commentsofthe
esteemed governor ofthe Central Bank
ofIran (CBI).

3.Followingthe meeting, the Korean
news agency Yonhap published
a groundless report indicating
the [ranian ambassador had been
“summoned” and attributed certain
remarkstotheambassador.

4.0ver the pasttwo years, high on
the agenda and a pivotal issue in
Iran-South Korearelations hasbeen
to provide access to the financial

resources of the central bankin South
Korea. Accordingly, in addition to
receiving South Korea's special envoy,
dozens of meetings were held in
Tehranand Seoul with South Korean
authorities.Obviously,the natureofthe
responsibilities of the foreign ministry
requires thatitshould not publicly
announceall ofitsactivities."

Earlier on Wednesday, [ran’s Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousavi
issuedafreshwarningto South Korea
overbillions ofdollars ofIranian funds
blockedinthe SoutheastAsian country,
signaling that Tehran would notbe
happywithapartial reimbursement
throughhumanitarianshipments.
Iran has had enough of various
promises made in South Koreaabout
returning the funds thathave been
illegally blocked by twobanks over US
sanctions, Mousavisaid.
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