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attractions

L Ll
AghaNour
mosque

The AghaNour mosque
isamosquelocated in
Isfahan, Iran. It was
founded during the
Shah Abbas I era and

completed  during
the Shah Safiera, and
as such the names of
the both kings were
mentioned in the
inscription above the
portal of the mosque.
The mosque was built
under the supervision of
Noureddin Mohammad
Esfahani, who was one
of the richest men in
Isfahan. The Shabestan
of this mosque is one
of the most beautiful
Shabestansin Isfahan.
This Shabestan has
stone pillars with
marble arches, which
providelightduringthe
day.

attractions

T

Dovecotes in
Isfahan

Some researchers
believe that dovecots
are the masterpieces
of Safavid architecture,
and suppose thatthe first
pigeontowerswere built
duringthereign of Shah
Abbas.

The sciences of Physics,
mathematics, zoology,
animal psychology,
and meteorology were
used inthesebuildings
to create a harmonic
beauty. These dovecots
canbeconsideredasone
oftheneglected tourism
attractions of Isfahan
duetotheirgreatvariety
oftheir shapesandsizes,
harmoniousrepetition,
and their harmony with
thenature and beauty of
the surroundingareas.
The purposes behind
constructing these semi-
castle buildings were
to taking the pigeons
away from the farms to
preventdamagingtothe
farms or hunting and
eating their flesh and
eggs. furthermore, major
partofpigeondroppings
was used to fertilizing
agriculturallands, and
asmallamountofitwas
alsoused fortanning.
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Abbasi Hotel:
Glorious Architecture OfIran

o8 ISFAHAN
wimd N E W S

The glorious architecture of
Iran, like a piece of gem, hasbeen
constantly glitteringamong other
architectural monuments of the
world and has occupied a worthy
place in the world of art. It was
during the reign of the Safavids,
thatthe city of Isfahan reached
sucharenownand elegance which
was called “halfofthe world”.

Amongwhathasremained from the
age of the Safavids, there still exists
a complex of a school, bazaar and
caravansary complex, which sparkles
likeapiece ofjewelry ontheside ofthe
Chahar Bagh Street.

This complex was builtatthe time of
king Sultan Hossein of Safavids about
300 yearsago. King Sultan Hossein
attributed this magnificent complex
ofbuilding to his mother. Thatis why;
itiscalled “the schooland caravanserai
of Madar-shah” (which meansking’s
mother).

Along with economic prosperity in
the Safavids age, the construction
of utilitarian monuments such as
bazaar, bridges, dams, pigeon towers,
water supplies, inns, mosques, and
schools was the vogue of the time.
The caravansaries did not just
providelodging for the passengers
and passers-by or were not centers
ofloading orlanding of the caravans.
The urban caravansaries were
appropriate places for storing goods
and commercial exchanges.

In the reconstruction of the
caravansaries, the main attempthas

been to preserve the general shape.
Madar-Shah caravanserailikewise
ownsasquare courtyard inthemiddle,
each side of which amounts to eighty
meters. In the reconstruction of this
caravanserai, this dusty courtyard has
changedintoagardenimbued with
plantsand colorful flowers. A stream
flows through this courtyard, whichis
called Farshadistream. Ateachside of
thiscourtyardislocated averandahat
thetwosidesofwhicharealigned two-
storey chambers.

Simplicity and strength of this
building with its open pleasantarea
arereminiscentofthe gloryand the
grace of Naghsh-e-Jahan square which
isthe precious treasure left from the
Persia ofthe Safavids periods.At this
time, according to the suggestion of
Andre Goddard, who was then the
counselor of Archeology Bureau, Iran
Insurance Company came to save the
monument. The company consented
to the alteration of the caravansary
toahoteland approved of the plan
ofthe hotel buildingwhich waslater
called King Abbas hotel (1336 A.H).
In this way, not only was a valuable
historical monument saved but
also the memory of its first use as
the lodging of the passengers and
tourists was preserved in the new
formitassumed. Besides, a scenic
and elegant space were provided for
the touristsin such a celebrated city
as Isfahan. Now, the gurgling of water
and the color of Persian gardens,
images from the grandeur of Islamic
architecture, the eloquentartistic
designs carved on the forehead ofthe
loftywallsand verandas, thelandscape

ofthe picturesque turquoise dome of
Chaharbagh Madresseh areimages
which are printed on the minds ofthe
guestsassuch thattheseimagescan
hardly everbe consigned to oblivion.
The company finally started the
construction of the hotel in the
summer of 1337 and finished itatthe
end of 1345. Inreconstructing the
caravansary, they were committed to
two objectives: The preservation ofthe
originality of the outward facade and
therenovation of the caravansary’s
chambersand remodeling them into
thehotel rooms.

In 1351, Iran Insurance Company
decided to expand the hotel. The
expansion was possible only on the
eastern side. Thus, by purchasing
11500 square meters ofland on this
side, the annex or adjacent section
ofthe hotel was built which can be
considered an independent and
well-furnished hotel by itself. By
passing more than 30 years from
hotel servicing, mostsections of the
hotel had beenruined and needed
reconstructions. After inspections of
engineers, thereconstruction ofthe
hotelin many phases started in the
firstmonths of 1374 and ended atthe
firstmonthsof1379.Theaboveactions
include thereconstruction ofrooms,
halls, kitchens, and engine houses,
electricaland mechanicalinstallations
ofthehotel.

The interior decoration of Abbasi
hotel is endowed with such a high
quality and quantity, each part of
which deserves due attention and
description.

Now, the gurgling of
water and the color
of Persiangardens,
images fromthe
grandeur of Islamic
architecture, the
eloquent artistic
designs carved
ontheforehead
ofthe lofty walls
andverandas,
thelandscape of
the picturesque
turquoisedome

of Chaharbagh
Madresseh are
images which are
printedonthe
minds of the guests
assuchthatthese
images can hardly
ever be consigned
to oblivion.

IRAN ATTRACTION

Valley Of Stars: A Nature-
MadeArt

Thevalley of starsisrelated to the Cenozoic Geological
Period, about2 millionyearsold, originating from the
erosionofsoil, sandstone,andballast caused by wind, rain,
andstorms,isarare masterpiece ofnatureinthebeautiful
island of Qeshm.

The northern side of Qeshm Island, near the village
of Berkeh Khalaf, has exhibited its strange geological
phenomenon. Localsbelieve thatastarhasfallenfromthe
skyandhas created odd shapes of soiland rockand sand.
Thevillage of Berkeh Khalafhaslocated 5 km from the
southerncoastoftheisland.Inthenorthofthevillageisone
ofthemostbeautiful erosion phenomenaontheisland. The
inhabitants call this village Estare Kaft.
Thefollowingisthe exacttextofthe guideboardinstalled
inthevalleyofstars!

“Thevalley of stars, which the indigenous people call”
Setareh Oftadeh “or” Estareh Kafteh ,areamongthe most
beautiful erosion phenomena on Qeshm’s vastisland.
Peoplebelieve thatafterastarcollapseinthisplaceanda
strike, thesoilhasrisenfromthegroundand dried upinany
shapethathascomeabout.”

The featuresand spectacular views of the valley of the
starsled totheregistration ofthevalleyasapartofQeshm
Island Geo Parkasanatural phenomenoninthe UNESCO
Organization. Qeshm Geo Parkisthe only geo-parkofthe
Middle Eastwith naturaland historical beauty.

Duetothe weaknature ofthelayers, itcan be expected
thatthere willbe tangible changesin the morphology of
thevalley afterany severerainfall (whichrarely happens).
Thevalley or straitof Chah-kuh,avalleyatadepthof 100
metersisanotherindication ofthe erosion of sedimentary
rocks. Dome and salt caves arelocated south of Qeshm
Island. Insidethis saltdomes, there are saltcaves. Thesalt
cave No.3 of Qeshm, withalength of 6000 meters, is the
largestsaltcaveintheworld.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Mpr. Burger: Delicious
Burger, greatservice, good
prices

Mary-Li-Yuan, Athens, Greece: Deliciousburgersin
Isfahan

Itisanew placein Isfahan, full of young people.Iranian
friends proposed me this place. I tasted the beefbacon
burger, which was superb, bigand delicious. They serve
nicesaladsand freshjuice. Youhave towaitsome minutes
inthequeue,astheshopisallthetimesbusy,butitdeserves
yourtime. Greatmealand verykind service.

alik: High-quality foods

Delicious burgersand taste of meatare awesome. In
addition, the staffis polite.Istrongly recommend it for
dinner.

RaM:BesthamburgerinIsfahan

Deliciousand greatservice,good pricesand excellentroom.
Goodlocationin Mir Street. Good and fastdeliveryservice.
Experience669755:Bestburgerinlsfahan

Actually, I try many of burger stores In Isfahan but MR
Burgeris different, especially Mr. Chicken burgeris so
delicious.

NSheikhSadogh St,Esfahan 81464, Iran

Isfahan Museums Address IRR

Chrhel Sotun Imam Hossein Square, | 200000
Isfahan,Isfahan Province

Vank Church Vank ChurchAlley, Jolfa, | 200000
Isfahan, IsfahanProvince

Imam Mosque Imam square , Isfahan , | 200000
Isfahan Province

AliGholiAghahammam | Bid Abadi St, Isfahan , | 200000
Isfahan Province

DecorativeArtsMuseum | Ostandari Street Isfahan, | 150000
Isfahan Province




Iran's CF'T Convention Bill Back
in Majlis

The governmentbill thatallows Iran to join the international
Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism is
back on the Majlis floor after the two-month hiatus had stalled
thekeylegislationrelatingto Iran's Action Plan with the Financial
Action Task Force.Ali Najafi Khoshroudi, spokesperson for the Majlis
National Security and Foreign Policy Commission told the parliamentary

Iran: Housing Loans Rise %35
(Mar-Aug2018)

The total volume ofloans allocated to Iran's housing and
construction sector by banks and creditinstitutions during the
firstfive monthsofthe currentfiscal year thatended on Aug.22
jumped by %35, accordingto datanewlyreleased by the Central
Bank of Iran.Figures published on the monetary regulator's
website show thattheloans doled outto the sector duringthe period

ISFAHAN
N V)

news website I[CANA that his commission had concluded reviewing

thebill on Tuesday after atwo-month deadline imposed by lawmakers had
lapsed.However,lawmakers canre-send the bill to the commission and askitto give its opinion on
thebill. Lawmakersin June refused to approve Iran's accession to the CFT convention, referring to
uncertainties surrounding the Iran nuclear dealin the wake of the US exit. Lawmakers wanted strong
assurances from Europeans thatIran will continue to benefit by stayingin the nuclear deal.

NEWS

Iran’s Exports to Iraq See 31%
Growthin H1

Iran’s exportsto Iraqstood at more than $4.16 billion
duringthefirsthalfofthe currentIranianyear (March
21-Sep 22),registeringa 31%rise compared with the
similar period oflastyear, according to the Iranian
chairman oflan-IraqJoint Chamber of Commerce.
“Themain exporteditemswere steam turbine partsand
equipment, plasticproducts, cheese, ice cream,home
appliances, evaporative air coolers and kitchenware,”
Yahya Al-e Es’haqwas quoted as saying by IRNA.
AddressingtheIran-Iraqg Commercial Forumin Tehran
on Tuesday, which was co-chaired by Chairman of
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture Gholamhossein Shafei and President of
the Federation of Iraqi Chambers of Commerce Jaafar
al-Hamdani, Al-e Es’haq said the two neighboring
countriesare moreinneed ofjointinvestmentsrather
thanmere exportsto eachother.

Shafeisaid the ever-changing commercial regulations
inboth Iran and Iraq have created complications
for businesspeople from the two sides and createa
bighandicap toincreasingbilateral trade, Financial
Tribunereported.

The official named lack of banking and insurance
interactions, unsettled accounts in the field of
engineeringand technical services, businesspeople’s
difficultiesinacquiringvisaasotherissueshampering
efficientbilateral economicties.

Shafeiproposed the establishmentofan arbitration
committee between the two sides so thatdisputes
between Iranian and Iraqi economicplayers could be
resolved more efficiently and easily.

Worldsteel: Iran Steel Qutput
Rises 21%inJan.-Aug.

Iraniansteelmills produced atotal of 16.43 milliontons
ofcrude steel during the firsteight months of2018, up
21.6% compared withlastyear’s correspondingperiod.
Accordingtothelatestreportreleased by World Steel
Association, Iran’s August steel outputgrew 9% year-
on-year to hit 1.98 million tons, the Brussels-based
international trade body fortheironandsteelindustry
added.Iranhasbeenranked the world’s 10th biggest
producer of steel during eight months. The country is
placed between Brazil (9th) with 23.23 million tons
andItaly (12th) with 16.13 milliontons.The world’s 64
steelmakers producedatotal of 1.19billion tons of steel
duringthe period underreview, up 4.7% YOY.Global
steel outputstoodat151.95 million tons in August,
indicatinga 2.8%increase YOY.

Shrimp Exports From Chabahar
Top 1,600 Tons

EghtesadOnline: More than 1,600 tons of shrimps
havebeen producedin 45 farmsin the southeastern
Sistan-Baluchestan Province’s portcity of Chabahar
sincethebeginningofthe currentIranianyearonMarch
21,of whicharound 501 tons have been exported.The
figuresshowa56.1%and 56.5% increaserespectively,
accordingto the director of Chabahar’s Veterinary
Organization.“Shrimps produced in Chabahar are of
thelitopenaeusvannamei [whiteleg| speciesand each
kilo of whichisvalued atabout $5 in the international
markets. Our exportdestinations were Thailand, the
UAE, Oman and Hong Kong,” Oliya Mirlashari was
quotedassayingby IRNA.

Zarif: 7 Central Banks Will Join

totaled 207.71 trillionrials (1.26$ billion). During the corresponding

period oflastyear, the sector received 153 trillion rials (928.56$ million) in
loans.Theincreaseinsupportforthe ailing housing sector comes, as volatilities in the currency
markethave for months created instability in other markets, including the housing market.
The governmentintends to mobilize finances in the housing sectortoboost people's dwindling
purchasing power and preventthe fallingnumber ofhome deals from crashing.

EU’s New Iran Payment System

Seven central banks have
agreed to establish a special
payments channelto facilitate
payments for Iran and turn this
channelinto aninstitutionin
the future, Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid,
answering a question about
the details of the payment
mechanismannounced by the
EU.

He said the European countries’
effortsinrecent months to find ways
tomaintain trade with Iran following
thereinstatement of unilateral US
sanctions.

He said the primary function of the
paymentsystem will relate to Iran’s
commercial dealings in the near
future. However, there are plans for
the payment channel to be turned
into aninstitution that will expand its
activitiesbeyond Iran, IRIBreported
on Friday.

Federica Mogherini, the European
Union foreign policy chief, said in
aninterview thatthe channel called
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) isnot
limited to Europe and other countries
and firms thathave business dealings
with Iran will also be able to transfer
money, Financial Tribune reported.
Inan effort to mitigate the effect of
sanctions, the EU, Russiaand China
announced this week thatthey would
establish anew payments system to

>

enable foreign businessesto continue
trading with Iran.

Federica Mogherini, the bloc’s foreign
policy chiefsaid the EU will create new
paymentchannels to preserve oiland
otherbusinessdealswithIraninabid
toevade US punitive measures.
European Union’s announcement
late Monday thatitwould establish a
special payments channel to maintain
economicties with Iran sentaclear
message to Tehran and Washington
accordingtomany: Europeisintenton
tryingtosave the 2015 nuclear deal.

any place.Ithinkit’sagood solution
tosidestep US sanctions inbanking,”
headded.

Iranis under pressure to find new
ways to maintain connections to the
global financial system as US sanctions
bite and the Trump administration
preparestoimpose measuresintended

Federica Mogherini,
the European Union
foreign policy chief,
said in aninterview
that the channel
called Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV)isnot

tostopIranianoilexportsinNovember.  |imitedto Europe
The Iranian banking system is gndothercountries
strugglingwithacute problems such  yndfirmsthat have

asnon-performingloans. Domestic
banking regulations are notinline

with strictinternational standards on transfer money

business dealings with
Iranwill also be able to

“Transactions will be done only in
euro and the US dollar will not have

riskmanagement, capital requirement
and auditing.

-~

FX Rates Cross New'Threshold
in'Tehran Market

The currency market was hitwith anewboutof volatility on Wednesday
with the US dollar crossing another threshold on the open market.
Accordingto the Tehran Gold and Jewelry Union website, the dollarwas
tradingataround 183,470 rialslate afternoon, fromaround 168,000
rialsthe day before.

Therialwas quotedat214,320to the euroand 240,380 to the UK pound
onWednesday.

Asthevolatility continued, the Central Bank of Iran issued a statement
sayingthatthe currency needs ofthe people will be metin extrabank
branches fromnextweek.

Itsaid the currency supply forimporting basicneeds and medicine is
continuing "non-stop” through the secondary market's Nima system,
Financial Tribunereported.

Therial has weakened to aseries of record lows against foreign
currenciesinrecentmonths. The official exchange rate, setby the central
bankin April,is42,000to the dollar.

The Trump administration has vowed to reinstate sanctions on Iranian
oilexportson Nov. 4. Washingtonreimposed the firstbatch of sanctions
lastmonth as part of the pressure campaign. The movesreverse the
previous USadministration's suspension of sanctionsunder terms ofa

2015nucleardeal between Iranand sixworld powers.
Aweakeningrialhas made dollar-denominated imports more expensive
forIranians.

Official Currency Unchanged

Meanwhile the Majlis Economic Commission said Wednesday thatthe
country’s official currency will remain the rial and changingitto the
popularly known ‘toman’ by lopping off one zero hasbeenrejected.
IBENA quoted the deputy head of Majlis Economic Commission Ali
Akbar Karimias saying that current conditions do notallow for that
change to take place. The decision to change the monetary unit was
made whileratifyinga CBIbillina Cabinet meetingin Dec. 2016 chaired
by President Hassan Rouhani. While therialisbeingused aslegal tender
inofficial documents and budget statements, the tomanis used more
commonly indaily transactions of the people. Price tags on goods are
mostly markedinrials. Tenrialsis one toman.

Masoumeh Aqapour Alishahi,amember ofboard of directors of the
commission, told IBENA about the agreementbetween the Central of
Bankoflranand the Majlis on money printing policies. According to the
agreement, irresponsible money-printingistobe stopped by allmeans
due tothe worsening economic problems.

“There hasbeennonew order for printing more money and money-
printing will be done in proportion with the money which is phased
out,”sheadded.
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Iran: Foreign Currency Accounts Exceed 10Sm
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The value of foreign currency
accountsinlocalbankshasexceeded
$10 million, following increasing
publicinterestinsuchaccounts, the
Central BankofIranreported.Annual
interestrate of 3%, 4%, and 2%are
paid for euro, dollar, and dirham
savingsrespectively and the Central
Bank has guaranteed the safety of
the original amount plusinterest
of such accounts.Past unsavory
experienceswhere customers could
notgetbackthe deposits they had
made in foreign currencies had
made the public wary of parking
suchassetsinbanks.Inrelated news,
MehdiKasraei-Pour,head of CBI's
Department for Forex Polices and
Regulations said Wednesday that

henceforthforeign currency demands
would be fulfilled in more banks
inthe form of payment order and
cash provided by CBI.Allocation of
foreign currency forimportingbasic
goodsand pharmaceuticals by the
CBland other goods through Nima,
the online foreign exchange system
setup by the Central Bank of Iranat
thebehestofthe government, is still
being carried out, he said.What's
more,inaninitiative to create more
transparency, Abdolnaser Hemmati,
the CBIgovernor, said thatthelist of
allentitieswhohavereceived foreign
currency atofficial ratesand through
Nimawill be released to the public,
withdetailsincludingtheamountand
theexchangerates,on Saturday.
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What's News

« Iran Saffiron
Exports Grow
37% to Over
$120 Millionin

o Months

A total of 95.83 tons of
saffron worth around
123.73$ million were
exported fromIranduring
the first five months of
the currentIranianyear
(March-21Aug.22).

This shows a %37 and
%33 growth in weight
and value respectively
compared with the
corresponding period
of last year, latest data
released by the Islamic
RepublicofIran Customs
Administrationreveal.
The main export
destinations for Iranian
saffron over the period
were Spain, the UAE, Italy,
the US, India, France,
Canada, Germany, the
UK, HongKong, Pakistan,
Australia, Iraq, Oman,
Bahrain, Austria, South
Africa, the Netherlands,
Japan, New Zealand, the
Czech Republic, Vietnam,
Taiwan, Qatarand Kuwait,
Mehr News Agency
reported.

Gholamreza Miri, the
deputy head of Iran
National Saffron Council,
said Mashhad, the capital
of the northeastern
KhorasanRazaviProvince,
accounts for some %90
of Iran’s saffron exports,
according to Financial
Tribune.

“Mashhad exported close
to85tonsofsaffronduring
the five-month period,
whichindicatesa%30rise
year-on-year,” Miri was
quotedassayingbyIRNA.
Close to %95 of Iranian
saffronare growninthe
two provinces of South
Khorasanand Khorasan
Razavi.About 236 tons
of saffron worth more
than 325§ million were
exported fromIranduring
thelastfiscalyear (March
18-2017), indicating
a %55 and %56 growth
in weight and value
respectively compared
withtheyearbefore. The
volume marked a -10
year record in exports
for two consecutive
years.Iranistheworld’s
biggestsaffron producer
with over 300 tons of
production peryearand
accounts for more than
%90 ofglobal production.
Per capita consumption
of saffron in the Middle
Easterncountrystandsat
1 gram. Annually, 80 tons
of saffronare consumed
domestically.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,192%
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EDITORIAL
Hearingthe

Unheard

... Like other people with
disabilities, these people
are struggling with many
problems, Unlike otherpeople
withdisabilities, theirdisability
has caused more problemsin
communicating with other
people in the community,
because deaf peoplein their
silent world become more
alone every day and more
obstaclesare placed on their
way. Due to volatility and
multiplyingthe exchangerate,
the companiesthatimported
the cochlear implant have
difficulty importingthe parts
oftheprosthesisduetothenon-
allocationofthe government's
currency to these companies
and they boughtthese parts
freedollars, Therefore, patients
are faced withashortage and
multiplesincreaseinprice. The
increasein the exchangerate
hasalso affected the price of
hearingaids, whichhashitthe
deaf community, the hearing
aid, whichwasalready priced
at4milliontomans,isnowsold
at10milliontomansandthese
areduetoanincreaseinthe
exchangerate.
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Zarif:Noplanto
meet Kerryin NY

Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid
thathehasnoplanstomeet
with former US Secretary
of StatesJohn Kerryin New
York.

Addressingreportersonlate
Friday, Zarifsaid thatthere
isnoplan for meetingwith
JohnKerry.“Heisapparently
busy promoting his book
andisnotinNewYork.”
Elsewhere he highlighted
theneedto fullyimplement
Europe’s package of
proposals to safeguard
Iran’s financial interests,
adding that the most
significant step taken by
Europe hasbeen creating
special-purpose vehiclesto
establish bankingties with
[ran. Thesemeasures show
that European countries
won'tletthe US decide for
EU’sfuture of financial ties,
henoted.

Touching upon the latest
status of the Syrian crisis,
[ranian foreign minister
added, “our priorityisthat
the issue of Idlib would
be resolved in a peaceful
manner.” Iran, Turkey
and Russia prevented a
humanitarian crisisin that
regionand simultaneously
allthree guarantor states
stress the need to fight
againstterrorisminthere.
Healsoadded thathe will
havemeetingswithdifferent
thinksofthe United Statesin
the comingdays.

Iran Steps Up Diplomacy at

UN

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif held more
meetings with foreign officials on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly in New York after President Hassan

Rouhanileftthe city.

Zarif who accompanied Rouhaniatthe 73rd UNGA meeting
has stayed in New York with a tight schedule thatincludes
talks with his foreign counterparts and heads of major

international organizations.

On Friday, the top Iranian diplomat met his Algerian
counterpart Abdelkader Messahel for talks on the latest
developments regarding the bilateral ties, regional issues
and theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) -the

multilateral agreementon Iran’s nuclear program thathas
beenviolated by the US.

In another meeting, Zarifand Foreign Minister of Austria
Karin Kneissl discussed Tehran-Viennarelations, regional
developments, and the course of Europe’s efforts to help
guarantee Iran’sinterests under the JCPOA.

The Iranian ministeralso had a get-together with his Dutch
counterpart StefBlok thatrevolved around the Iran nuclear
dealand the status of Tehran-Amsterdam ties.

In another meeting, Zarif and United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairsand Emergency
Relief Coordinator Mark Andrew Lowcock talked aboutthe
humanitarian conditionsin Syriaand Yemen.

The Iranian foreign minister also held a meeting
with his Syrian counterpart Walid Muallem. The two

How Trump became laughing stock at UN

US President Donald Trump took the
podium of the UN General Assembly

on Tuesday and delivered abombastic

speech thatdrew mockinglaughter from

the world leaders. In his characteristic

foolhardy manner, Trump rejected the

ideology of globalism and denounced

multilateralism, forgetting that he was

speaking from the stage of the global

body thatendorsesboth globalism and

multilateralism. But, we can expect

that from the man with foot-in-mouth

syndrome.

A By: Syed Zafar Mehdi

Trump began his speech with unabashed self-
praise, talkingaboutthe “extraordinaryprogress”
hisadministration has made inless than two
years, “more than almostany administrationin
thehistory of our country”. With these words, the
jam-packed assembly broke outin spontaneous
derisivelaughter. “Didn’texpectthatreaction, but
that’sokay,” hereacted, drawing more laughter.
Theworld’sgreatestsummitbrieflyappearedlike
acomedyshow.

Lotofthe participants could be seen suppressing
theirlaughter while Trump was quite pompously
hailinghisgovernment’s ‘accomplishments’, citing
fictitiousdatalike $10trillionwealthaddedinhis
tenure,jobless claimsat50-yearlow,4 millionnew
jobs, halfamillion manufacturingjobs. Perhaps
hethoughthewas speakingatakindergartentoa
bunch of nursery students, whowould accepthis
figments ofimaginationasgospel truth.

He wenton to say thathisadministration was
“standingup for America” and “standing up for
theworld”, adding that America would always
choose “independenceand cooperationoverglobal
governance, control,and domination”. Heneedsto
bereminded ofwhathis country’s foundingfather
Abraham Lincoln famously said. “You can fool all
thepeoplesome ofthetime,and someofthe people
allthetimebutyou cannotfoolallthe peopleallthe
time.”

Thehistoryof USimperialismisrepletewithstories
ofviolentinvasions, unilateral military strikes,
gory massacres and socio-cultural aggression.
Trump is only following on the footsteps of

hispredecessors by trying toimpose the writ
of USon other countries, aiding and abetting
globalterrorism,imposing draconian economic
sanctions,announcingtrade and tariffwars,and
issuingvilethreatsto countriesthatrefusetopledge
allegiancetothe ‘BigSatan’

He further talked about his “highly productive
conversations”with ChairmanKim of North Korea
to pursue the denuclearization of the Korean
Peninsulaand said the nucleartestinghasstopped
and militaryfacilitiesare being dismantled there.
[tisverynaive of Trump and his speech-writers
to even think that North Korea would pursue
denuclearization underthe US pressure. But, it
certainly goestoshowhow desperately the Trump
administrationwantstheworld tobeits colony.
Thenhereferred tothe Middle East,and his visit
to Saudi Arabialastyear, where he famously did
thatsword dance with King Salman. He said the
Gulf countries (UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar)
are working with the US to “fight terrorism and
extremismintheirownregion” andare “pursuing
multiple avenues” to end Yemen war. What he
really meant was that these Gulf countries are
collaboratingwith the USgovernmentto fuelglobal
terrorismand carry outmore massacresin Yemen.
Thenhe came to his favorite topic: Iran. While he
thinksIranhas “fueled and financed” the crisisin
Syria, he quitebrazenlymaintainsthatSaudiArabia
ispursuingavenuestoend the Yemenwar. Hislove
affairwith the Kingand Crowne Prince has truly
turned himblind.
HeaccusedIranianleadersof“sowingchaos, death,
anddestruction”and said they donotrespecttheir

neighborsorborders, orthe sovereignrights of
nations. Either he needs to change hisadvisors
and speech writers or he should revisithistory
toknowthatIranhasneverattacked any foreign
countrywhilethe UShasahistory ofunprovoked
attacks and invasions, mostrecentlyinIraqand
Afghanistan.

He said the US government has launched a
“campaign ofeconomicpressure”todenylranthe
fundsitneedstoadvanceitsagenda.Clearlyheis
taken abackby the unflinchingandindomitable
resistance putup by Iran againstthe American
policy of global hegemony. For Bush, itwas ‘with
usoragainstus’.For Trump,itseemsto be ‘myway
or the highway’.To cutthe long story short, the
“agendaofaggressionand expansion” belongs
to Washington, not Tehran, and it’sillustrated by
theway America’sallies are slowly turning away
fromit, includingsome European countries. The
unilateral withdrawal from the Irannuclear deal
was agamble thatbackfired and exposed the
duplicityand hypocrisy of Trumpand his cohorts.
One ofthemain goals of pullingoutfrom the deal
wastopleasethe powerful, influence-peddling, pro-
Israellobbyin Washington. Interestingly,inhis UN
speech, Trump mentioned three countries before
signingoff: India, Saudi Arabiaand Israel. He said
Indiawas “afreesocietywithoverabillionpeople”,
inSaudiKingSalmanand MBSwere “pursuingbold
newreforms” and Israel was “proudly celebrating
its70thanniversaryasathrivingdemocracy”.
Indiaisafreestory? Saudiwillhave bold reforms?
[sraelisathriving country? This speech deserves
award forthebestfiction oftheyear.

-~

diplomats discussed the mostrecent
developmentsin Syria, the Astana
process for peace in the Arab
country,and otherissuesrelatingto
peace efforts.

Iran, Russia and Turkey are the
guarantors of ceasefire in Syria’s
de-escalationzones and initiators ofa
processknown asthe Astanaframework.
Iran hasremained a close ally of Syriain the
fightagainstterrorism and foreign-backed militancy that
broke outtherein2011.The conflictin Syria has claimed the
livesofover470,000 people, injured 1.9 million others,and
displaced nearly halfofthe country’s pre-war population of
about23 million within orbeyonditsborders.

Iran Sets Deadline for EU to
Implement Anti-Sanction Plan

AnlIranian deputy foreign minister made it clear for Europeans that
their proposed mechanism for neutralizing the US oil and banking
sanctions againstIran mustbe fully or partly carried outuntilat most
November 4, whenanewround of US sanctions officially takes effect.
Inaninterview with IRNA, Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi
said Iran hasunderlined thatthe European Union’s decision to setup
apaymentsystem to allow foreign oil companies and businesses to
continue tradingwith Iran while evading the US sanctions should come
into effectnolater than November 4.

Evenifnotfullyinforce, atleastthe framework of the European
mechanism for sustained trade with Iran under the fresh round of
American sanctions mustbe defined until November 4 and part of it
should be working, Araqchiunderscored.

“Europeans know aboutour view thatby November 4, atleast part of
those mechanisms should come into force,” he added.

The deputy foreign minister then explained thatthe new round of US
sanctionsisnotanythingnew or different, because the sanctions have
already taken effectunofficially.

“Allparties thatwillbe banned from buying (Iranian) oil from November
4 had already begun toreconsider their Iranian oil purchasesin
advance,” hesaid.

The European Union said on Monday thatits members would setup
apaymentsystem toallow oil companies and businesses to continue
tradingwithIraninabid to evade sanctions after the US withdrew from
the2015 nuclearagreementbetween Tehran and world powers.

The countries said inastatementthatthey were determined "to protect
the freedom of their economicoperators to pursuelegitimate business
with Iran."

With the United States and the dollar dominating so much of global
trade, the statement said the new mechanism would "facilitate
paymentsrelated to Iran's exports (including oil) and imports, which
willassistand reassure economic operators pursuinglegitimate
businesswith Iran."

NEWS

Europe stands by Iraninnuclear deal:
German'M

Inaspeechatthe UN General Assembly Session on Fridayin
New York, German Foreign Minister highlighted the need to
maintain trade with Tehranand said Europe unanimously
stands by Iraninnuclear deal dubbed JCPOA.Heiko Mass
claimed the deal with Iran may notbe impeccable,buthasso
farprevented the country fromachieving nuclear weapons
andrampingup theregionaltensions.International observers
andthe International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), asthe
sole fact-finding source, have consistently emphasized the
peaceful nature of Iran'snuclear activities.Mass wenton to
say Berlinis taking steps to maintain trade with Tehran.He
urged Iranto continue to fullyimplementallits obligations
withregardtothenucleardeal.

IRGC Kills Terror Group’s Number

Twoin SE Iran, Commander Says
Commander ofthe Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
Ground Force Brigadier General Mohammad Pakpour said
hisforceshavekilled the second-in-command ofthe so-called
‘Jaish-ul-Ad!' terroristgroupinthe country’ssoutheast.Inan
operationin Saravanin Sistanand Balouchestan Province
on Friday, the IRGC Ground Force's Quds Base managed
tokill four members of Jaish-ul-Adl and injured two other
terrorists, Brigadier General Pakpour said.Afteridentifying
the terrorists’ dead bodies, it was determined that the
group’ssecond-in-command, MullaHashem Nokri,isamong
them, headded.Nokrihad beenin charge of many of the
terroristoperations ofthe Jaish-ul-Adl over the pastyears,
the commandersaid.The IRGC Ground Force's Quds Base, in
astatementearlier on Friday, had said thatinthe heavy clash
withtheterrorgroup,the IRGCtroopskilled fourterroristsand
injured two others,addingthatanumber of other terrorists
escaped toaneighboring country. Duringthe operation, not
only no casualties wereinflicted on the Iranian forces but
alsotheterrorists’ammunitionand equipmentwere seized,
accordingtothestatement.

Moscow Says to Do Everythingto Save
JCPOA

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov condemned
Washington'swithdrawal fromthe 2015 nucleardealbetween
Tehranand world powers, sayingMoscowwilldo "everything
possible"to preserve the deal.Deliveringhisspeechtothe UN
General Assemblyin New York, Lavrovsaid Trump's pullout
from the deal was partofa dangerous trend of unilateral
measures thatrisk damaging the post-World War I1 global
order, AFPreported.The top Russian diplomatemphasized
thatthe USmove wasabreach of UNresolutionsandathreat
tostability inthe Mideastwhile Iran keeps carryingoutallits
obligations.Inastatementlastmonth, the Russian Foreign
Ministry said that Moscow "continues to consistently
implementits commitmentsundertheJCPOA...Wereiterate
ourdecisivecommitmentto takeall the necessary measures
topreserveand fullyimplementthe]JCPOA."

Austria’s parliamentary official
emphasizes on broadening Iran-
Europeties

Chairperson ofthe Foreign Affairs Committee ofthe National
Council of Austria Andreas Schieder called for strengthening
and enhancingIran-Europe relations.He made the above
remarkin his meeting with the chairmanand members of
the Board of Iran-Austria Parliamentary Friendship Group
and threw his heavyweight on the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) again.Iranand Europe relationship
should bestrengthenedsignificantly, he observed.European
Union (EU) has madeallitsutmostefforts to maintain Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), he said, adding, “in
thisregard, EUhas taken practical steps for continuation of
cooperationwiththe IslamicRepublicofIraninall fields.”

report

Netanyahuis hallucinating!

Banjamin Netanyahu is seeing things. He is a
paranoid who wakes up inthe middle of the night,
imaginingthatIranisuptosomething-again!
Netanyahuishallucinating!

Onedayitis cartoons aboutbombs; thistime itis
arrows pointingtoawarehouse.

Inhisspeechatthe UN General Assembly, Netanyahu
showed anaerial photograph ofthe Iranian capital
markedwitharedarrowand pointed to Torquzabad,
whathe said wasa previously secret warehouse
holdingnuclear-related material.
“lamdisclosingforthefirsttimethatIranhasanother
secretfacilityin Tehran,asecretatomicwarehouse
for storing massive amounts of equipmentand

Netanyahusaid.

materiel from Iran’s secret nuclear program,”

Anoutspokenopponentofthe deal, Netanyahu has
previously madeallegationsaboutIran’s nuclear
activities thatare difficult orimpossible to verify,
includingpresentingacartoonbombtothe General
Assemblyin 2012 warningofhow close Tehranwas
toproducinganucleardevice.

“Since weraided the atomicarchive, they’ve been
busy cleaning outthe atomic warehouse. Justlast
month theyremoved 15kilograms of radioactive
material. Youknow whatthey did withit?” he said.
“Theytookitoutand theyspreaditaround Tehranin
anefforttohidetheevidence.”

“Thissite containedasmuchas300tons-300tons-
ofnuclear-related equipmentand materiel,”he said.
AUSofficial, speakingon condition ofanonymity,said
the United Statesisaware of the facility Netanyahu
announcedanddescribeditasa “warehouse” used
tostore “recordsandarchives” from Iran’snuclear
program.Asecond USintelligence official called
Netanyahu's comments “somewhat misleading.
First,wehaveknownaboutthisfacilityfor sometime,
andit’sfull offile cabinetsand paper, notaluminum
tubes for centrifuges,and second, so farasanyone
knows, thereisnothinginitthatwouldallowIranto
break outofthe JCPOAany faster thanitotherwise
could.”Benji, you are hallucinating! You are so

obsessed
with Iranto the pointthat
youareseeingthingsthatdon’texist. We suggestthat
yourelaxabit, takeadeepbreathandactonsolving
thereal problemsinthe Middle East.
When you see 300 tons of nuclear-related
equipment, it'stimetoseeapsychiatrist.




wrotein his Twitter account.
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Hearingthe
Unheard

Naming8 Octoberasthe
World Deaf World Day
requiresthe community
to pay a little more
attentiontotheproblems
of this weak group.
Although every day of
theyearwemusthearthe
deaf, thisdayisachance
to hear the unhappy
things thatdo nothear
thedeafbuttheyscream.
Perhaps the purpose
of this naming is the
promotion ofthe culture
of communication
with the deaf, gaining
the knowledge of the
sign language and the
awareness of politicians
as well as the public
of the problemsthat
these peopleare facing
inthe world. However,
in our country, despite
the existing economic
situation, itis harder for
deaf people. However,
should they not seen
because they cannot

EURWEAN UNION

Iranian stolen artifact returns home: Envoyto UK
AnIranian artifactdatingbackto 2,500 years ago is backhome, Iran’s
Ambassadortothe UKHamid Baeidinejad has said.
‘AnlIranianbas-reliefartefactfromthe Perspolis belongingto 2,500 years
agoreturned backtoIran.Ithad been stolenand smuggled out of Iran 80
yearsago.l have narrated the fascinating history ofits changing hands
amongartcollectors outside Iran in my Instagram’s page, Baeidinejad

550-330BC).Itissituated 60 km northeastofthe city of Shirazin Fars Province,
Iran. The earliestremains of Persepolis date back to 515 BC. It exemplifies the
Achaemenid style of architecture. UNESCO declared the ruins of Persepolisa World

Zarif: { Central Banks Will Join
EU’s New Iran Payment System
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Isfahan municipality supports creativeideas

e "Today, all cities need toinnovate to survive,
"-'_'-) and the municipalities are no exception,”
the member of Isfahan Islamic city council

said.

"The fifth city council of Isfahan has put
the innovative plans and startup-based
entrepreneurship supportsontheagenda," Mahdi
Moghadarisaid. Pointing to theincreasing support
of Isfahan city council of the startups, he said, "One
ofthe mottos of the city council is supporting the
entrepreneurial ecosystem and startups. We are
building the necessary infrastructure to enhance
the growth of startups since itis the future maker
matter."

Referring to the carried out measures of the
municipality, Moghadarisaid, "Atthe moment, the
municipalityis creatinga co-working space with the
participation ofthe private sectorin one ofthe spaces
inthe ownership of Isfahan municipality. The private
sector executive willbe selected withabiddingevent.
The municipality considers other supportive plans
todevelop and provide sufficientinfrastructure for

startups and creativeideas."”

Pointing to the advantages of these start-ups, he
said, "Being closelyrelated to the city's needs such
as water shortage, green space protection and
transportation and traffic, startups bring positive
effectstothesociety"”.

"The municipality supports the creative ideas
with the purpose of improving the current
situation to remove the city's bottlenecks,”
henoted.

K

Isfahan municipality implements citizens'

innovativeideas

Isfahan green spaces to
benefit new irrigation

L

technologies

"Fourtopideasregardingthe green spaceirrigation will
beimplementedasapilot,” the CEO ofthe parksand green
space organization of Isfahan municipality said.
"TheIdea Show Program was held with the cooperation
ofthe creative managementand innovative technologies
departmentofthe municipalityregardingthe greenspace
irrigation management. Top ideas were elected among
the presentedideas with the themes of smartirrigation
and water police,” Forough Mortezaeenejad said. "The
implementation of theseideasasthe pilotwill be done
assoonas possible,andifitsucceeded, theideawill be

N

changedintoapermanentplan,”she continued. \
"We shared the required technologies of the parks
organization with all the knowledge-based companies
by an official recall; fortunately, we received many good
plansandideas. Forexamplea machinethathastheability
of calculatingthe exactage of the trees, and reporting the
interiorsituation ofthetreestothe expertsisamongthetop
ideaswe have selected. Also, buildingamachine toinstall
digital tree signsand wastewater treatment management
systemareanother creative systems thatareimplemented
asthepilots," shesaid.

"Theirrigation was done completely when there wasa
sufficientamountofwaterinIsfahan, butnowwe should
pay more attention to irrigation methods to preserve
the city's trees. In thisregard, with the cooperation of
the knowledge-based companies, we have used anti-
tension combination whenirrigating trees, thatwasa
successfulaction, butwe arestill seekingmore complete
combinationsto feed the plants,” she noted. )

Iran Unveils Water Bomber

Iran’s Defense Ministry unveiled a water-bomber
aircraftequipped withahomegrown system used for
aerial firefighting.

Inaceremony on Saturday, a plane-manufacturing
subsidiary of the Defense Ministry unveiled the jet
airliner that has been adapted to carry out aerial
firefighting.

The homegrown water bomber is employed for
extinguishing wildfiresand large-scaleblazes.

During the ceremony, attended by Defense Minister
Brigadier General Amir Hatami, Vice-President for
Scienceand Technology Affairs Sorena Sattari,and Head
ofthe Departmentofthe EnvironmentIssa Kalantari,a
high-pressure water discharge operation was carried
out.Theaircraftcandrop 18 tons of water over the target
zone duringonly 5 seconds with a customized pattern.

On the occasion of Arbaeen:

Basra-Khorramshahr marine passengerline

relaunched

e Onthe occasion of Arbaeen (marks forty days
,-'.-_'.) after the Day of Ashura, the day Imam Hussein
(AS) was martyred in the Battle of Karbala),

Basra-Khorramshahr marine passenger line was relaunched.
Mohammad Mohseni Director General of Khorramshahr
Ports and Maritime Department General made the
aboveremarkandsaid, “atthe all-out supportof Ports
and Maritime Organization (PMO) as well as unsparing
supportofresponsible city officials, maritime passenger
line via Khorramshahr port to Basra in Iraq was
reactivated.”

The director general putthe duration of voyage on this
routeatone hourandsaid, “these boasts move passenger
from Khorramshahrportto Iraqi’s Basrain even days of
everyweek.”

Apassenger flotillawith the capacity of 200 passengers
willbe added to Khorramshahr-Basramarineroutein the
verynear future, he maintained.

With the coordination made with the office of Friday
prayersleader of Khorramshahr, special services will be
rendered to the pilgrims with poor financial affordability,
he emphasized.

With the cooperation of private sector, it is hoped
that Khorramshahr-Basra marine route will witness
significant progressand boom, he concluded.

Flood hits Talesh, Northern Iran

) TALESH, Sep.29 (MNA) — A heavy flood stroke Talesh county, Northern Gilan province, on Thursday,

destroying dozens of houses and rural roads in its way. No fatalities have been reported.
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