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commodities through Iraqi
banks, official says

Head of Iran-IraqJoint Chamber of Commerce,
Yahya al-Eshaq, said on Wednesday that Iran
will pay for basic commodities being purchased

Thursday ,July 30, 2020, No. 559

from different countries viaIragibanks as peran
agreementwith Iraqi Government on payment of
arrearstolran.

ThelraqidebtstoIranare forthe country’s energy
importsincludingelectricity and gas from Iran.
Speakingto IRNA correspondent, AlEshaqsaid that
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimiagreed to
payarrearstoIranduringhisvisittoIranlastweek.
Notingthatthe two countries are determined to
increase trade to $20 billion ayear, he said that
duringal-Kadhimi’svisit, the two sidesagreed on
completing Shalamche-Basrarailway as well as
dredgingupthebordering Arvand River.

He said that both Tehran and Baghdad have
underlined the need to continue with trade
exchanges despite thelockdown in the aftermath
of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic,
observingall the protective health protocols.
ThelIraqi prime ministervisited Iranlastweek as
his first foreign visitafter being appointed to the
postwhichindicated the significance of relations
between the two countries.

Iran, Afghanistan to link rail
networks by November 2021

The deputy Urban Affairs Ministerannounced that
Iranisbuildingarailway for Afghanistan.

Inan exclusive interview with ILNAnews agency
correspondent, Kheirollah Khademi said that
accordingto the schedule, this projectshould be
putintooperationin November2021.

“Some 76 km ofthisrailwayisin theIraniansoiland
62 kmoftherailwayin Afghanistan.”

He said that30 kilometers of the railway track has
been constructed sofar.

According to thereport, arailway track from
Chabahar Port to Central Asia will extend
Afghanistan’s connectivity in the region.
“Economicengagementsbetween Iran, India,and
Afghanistan would be strengthened through this
railway track,” Khademistressed.

The managingdirectorofIran's Constructionand
Developmentof Transportation Infrastructures
Company (CDTIC) also added “The railway track
projectwas along-term project which would be
implemented despite economicsanctionsagainst
Iran.”

“Atpresent, all Iranian trade with Afghanistanis
donethroughseaandroadsandifarail networkis
established between the two countries, mostofthe
cargowill be transferred by railways.

Iran's Kerman attracts $

282m foreigninvestment

The Deputy Director General of Economic Affairs
and Finance of Kerman Hamid Shahsavarisaid that
Kerman hasattracted 282 million dollars' foreign
investmentduringsixyears.

Shahsavarisaid on Tuesday thatduringthe past
sixyears, 38 projectsworth 1.65 billion dollarshad
beenapproved tobeimplemented through foreign
investment,adding thatinvestmentwill continue
for completion ofthe projects.

Henoted thatsaid that foreign investments have
been made by mainly European and South East
Asian countriesinthe field ofindustrialand new
and solarenergy projects.

Shahsavari added that provincial officials review
the process of projects beingimplemented by
foreigninvestors every three months.

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Dollar wallows near two-yearlowas
coronavirus keeps Fedinabind

Thedollarlanguished near two-yearlows on

Wednesday as the United States struggled to

containaspikein coronavirus cases, dashing

hopesforaquickeconomicrecovery.

NEWS

Thedouroutlook
for the world’s
largesteconomy
isexpectedtosee
the U.S. Federal

S Reserve sticking

toadovishstanceatitspolicy
review laterinthe day, with
dollarbearsbettingitcould
hintofother waystoloosen
policy furtherdowntheroad.
Thedollarindexagainstsix
major currencies stood at
93.720.DXY, nearitslowest
sinceJune 2018 thisweek.
Theeurotradedat$1.1723
EUR=, up slightly on the
day thoughithas stepped
backatad from Monday's
22-monthhighof$1.17815.
The dollar changed hands
at105.05yen]JPY=,neara
4-1/2-monthlowof104.955
hitthe previoussession.
Itsweakness stemmed from
aneroding perception that
U.S.economicgrowthwould
be stronger than the restof
the developed world and
thatinvestors could counton
higherreturnsinthedollar.
U.S.consumer confidencefell
more than expectedin July,
losing steam following two
monthsofrecovery,inafresh
sign thatrising COVID-19
infections are dampening
consumption.
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Four U.S.statesinthe south
and westreported one-day
records for coronavirus
deaths on Tuesday and
nationwide cases stayed
high.

“Given the concerns
aboutthe second wave of
infections, marketsthinkthe
Federal Reserveislikely to
takeadovishpolicystance,”
said Yujiro Goto, chief
FX strategist at Nomura
Securities.
Investors will be watching
for any indications that
the U.S. central bank will
increase its purchases
of longer-dated debt,
implement yield caps or
targethigherinflationthan
ithaspreviouslyindicated
whenitconcludesits two-
daymeetingon Wednesday.
Goldman Sachs on Tuesday
noted thatapotential Fed
shift“towardsaninflationary
bias” along with record

high debt levels by the
United States government
areraising “real concerns
around the longevity of
the U.S.dollarasareserve
currency”’
Suchworriesare spurring
arush to gold, which last
stoodat$1,963.5 perounce
XAU=,nearitsrecord high
of $1,980.5 per ounce on
Tuesday.

Infact,some marketplayers
think the dollar is long
overdue forapullbackafter
the Fed’s unprecedented
money-printingsince March
to cope with a pandemic-
triggeredrecession.

The Fed’sbalance sheethas
swelledabout$3trillion to
ashighas$7.17trillion,much
faster than those of other
centralbanksasbanksand
corporatesaround theworld
sought dollar liquidity to
survivelockdowns, though
thetally has shrankslightly

in recentweeks.
Alsoweighingonthedollar
were uncertaintiesoveran
additional fiscal package to
supportthe economy.

Some RepublicansintheU.S.
Senate have pushed back
againsttheirown party’s $1
trillion coronavirus relief
proposal while Democrats
have called for muchlarger
support, including a full
extension of a $600-per-
weekenhanced coronavirus
unemploymentbenefit.

The British pound fetched
$1.2931, having hit a
4-1/2-month high of
$1.2952 GBP=D4 on
Tuesday.

The Australian dollar
tradedat$0.7170 AUD=D4,
nearits 15-month peak of
$0.7184 touched a week
ago, stepping backslightly
afterdatashowed Australia's
consumer prices fell by a
recordinthe second quarter.

Iran’stradevol.
exchange with China
mustincrease: P

Amember oflIranian Parliament National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission
said thatIran’strade volume exchange with
the Eastespecially Chinamustincrease, for,
western countries showed thattheyarenot
trustworthy.

Speakinginaninterview with Mehr news
agency on Wed., Ebrahim Azizi said that
senior officials of the Establishmentand

also lawmakers consider the national
interestswhensigining contractswithworld
countries.
While concluding agreements with other
countries, government officials focus on
safeguarding the independence of the
country, hereiterated, adding, “we believe
thatcountry’strade exchange volume with
Eastern countries especially China should
increaseand mostlegislatorsinthe Iranian
Parliamentemphasize onincreasingtrade
exchangevolume with the People’sRepublic
of China”
The Islamic Republic of Iran needs to

highlighted.

Iran”

establishmoreinteraction and relations
with countries thathave established more
economic and foreign policy relations
with the country over the pastyears, Azizi

Countries thathave shown hostility to the
IslamicRepublicofIransince the victory of
theIslamicRevolutionare nottrustworthy,
hesaid,adding, “if suitablewaysare paved for
the countrytoestablishmorerelationswith
Eastern countriesinthe currentsituation, it
willbeaverystrongresponse to thelack of
commitments of Western countriestowards

NO 544

Solution: NO 543

N
00
N

the

6
3
1
V4
8
4
2
)
9

A wolalnv ol M~

0 A NWIO 00N O
WIN|IAONDHD|O -~ O
O 0O |~ AN N W
~N(O AN = W|Oo ||~

A OO W oIN O

NN =210 0 | ~|W|©
OO 0 WIN|©O© NI~ O

Close to 1.22 million tons of
goodsworth $486.5 millionwere
exported through the western
Kordestan province duringthe
first four months of the current

Rahmanipour, the head of
Kordestan
Administration,
figures show a 68% and 76%
hikeinterms ofvalueand volume
respectively compared with the
corresponding period ofthelast
fiscalyear.

Customs
the above

Exports via Kordestan customs top Im tonsin
four months

Of the total amount, a total of
685,337 tons worth $272.46
million were the share of
commodities produced in the
province, henoted.

fiscal (March20-July21),asenior Iraq, Afghanistan, Russia,
customsofficial said. Romaniaand Turkeywerethetop
According  to  Bakhtiar exportdestinations.

Atotalof12,917 tons of goods
worth $14.76 million were
imported tothe province during
thesameperiod.

Top exporters to Kurdestan
during the period were Iraq,
Turkey, China, the Netherlands
and Germany.
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Iran’s trade
value hits
$14bnin Q1

Islamic Republic
of Iran’s trade
valuereached $14
billion in the first
three months ofthe
currentyear (from
March 21 to June
20).

Accordingly, the
Islamic Republic of
Iran exported $6.4
billionand imported
$7.6billionworth of
productsinthesame
period, based on
which, total value of
trade of the country
from March 21 to
June 20, 2020, hit
$14billion atlarge.
According to
studies made by
Tehran Chamber
of Commerce,
Industries, Mines
and Agriculture
(TCCIMA), Islamic
Republic of Iran
exported $11.4
billionand imported
$10.4 billion worth
of products in the
firstthree months
of the last Iranian
calendaryear (from
March 21 toJune 20,
2019).

Based onthe above
figures, Iran’s total
trade value in the
firstthree months
of the last Iranian
last year hit $21.8
billion.

Iran’s exportvalue
inthefirstquarter of
the currentyear hit
$6.4billion, showing
a44percentdecline
as compared to the
same period oflast
year.

Iran exported $11.4
billion worth of
products to other
countriesinthe first
three months oflast
year.
TheIslamicRepublic
of Iran exported
40.0 million tons
of products in the
firstthree months
of the last year,
showing a 21.9
million-ton decline
inthe currentyear’s
corresponding
period.

Also, the Islamic
Republic of Iran
imported $7.6
billion worth of
products in the
firstthree months
ofthe currentyear,
registering a 26.8
percentdecline as
compared to the
same period oflast
year.
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Iran
successful
inall fields
despite40Qyear

of sanctions

AnlIraniandiplomat
said that despite
the 40 years of
oppressive us
sanctions, Iran has
been able toachieve

great progress
in the fields of
science, industry,

military, medicine,
agriculture,

IT, nuclear,
nanotechnology.
Nasser Kanani

Chafi, the head of
Interest-Section of
Islamic Republic of
Iranin Cairo, wrote
in an article on the
occasion of the
death anniversary
Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, the fugitive
Shah of Iranin Cairo,
Egypt on August
26, 1980.0n this
basis, he made some
statements over the
achievements ofthe
Islamic Republic of
Iranand added that
“historically Iran
is neither a weak
and degenerate
country nor an
interventionistand
colonialist country.
The fact is that the
Islamic Revolution
happened four
decades ago to
preserve national
independence
and oppose the
intervention and
domination of foreign
powers,includingthe
United States.”
Kanani went on to
explain that Iran is
alsoaneconomically
developing country
that, despite 40
years of oppressive
sanctions by the
US, has succeeded
in the fields of
science, industry,
military, medicine,
agriculture,
IT, nuclear,
nanotechnology
and other new
technologies and in
producing strategic
agricultural products
has reached self-
sufficiency as well.
Having a large
number of specialist
physicians and
modern medical
centers, today Iran
treats many patients
ofregional countries
aswell as exporting
many pharmaceutical
items and medical
equipmentto global
markets, he wrote.

=

Leader: Hajj, manifestation
of power againsthegemonic

powers

The Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said the event of Hajj is
amanifestation of power againstall those hegemonic
powers thatare the hardcore of corruption, oppression,
suppression ofthe weakand looting resources.

The Leader made the remarks in a message on
Wednesdayissued on the occasion of the start of the Hajj

pilgrimage.

lifetime.

Due to COVID-19 pandemic, the Hajj pilgrimage this year
willbe performedinaveryrestricted manner by onlyone
thousand Muslims attending the rituals.

The Supreme Leader pointed outthatthe US presence
inthe West Asiaregion is harmful for the nations of that
region and itwill resultininsecurity, annihilation and

backwardness of those countries.

Hesaid both the bodyand the soul of the IslamicUmmah He
is presently suffering from the oppression and the evil
actsandbloodshed.
The annual Hajj is a major religious duty for Muslims
and mustbe performed atleastonce duringa Muslim's

us".

President: Enemies could not halt"our

exports"

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said

on Wednesday that the country has

passeddifficultdaysin the pasttwoyears;

meanwhile, the enemies could not halt

"ourexports".

He said in
remarks to the
cabinet session
this morning

N E w s that the current

NEWS management of

o the affairs of the
country is satisfactory
and fundamental needs
were enough provided
forthepeople.
The government is
aimingto keep the prices
inbalance and hastaken
due measures towards
theissue, the president
said.
Themorethe production
and employment
increase, the more
exports the country
will witness growth,
the president noted,
referring to growth in
country's production
thanksto greatendeavor
made by the national
manufacturingsector.
Elsewhere, he talked
of Iran's cooperation
with Eurasian
Economic Union since
implementation of
bilateral agreement,
and said Iran' exports
tomember states have
grown up 63 percent
during the first three
months of the Iranian
year stared on March 21.
Despite the unusual
situation caused by
pandemic worldwide
and lockdown ofthe in
borders, Iran's exports
increased, the president
noted.
Since its
in December 2019
worldwide, the
coronavirus pandemic
created obstacles to
holding many world
events, meetings and
public gatherings. It

e

outbreak

Criminal Groups Seekingto
Create Chaosin Iraq: Interior

Ministry

Thelraqilnterior Ministrywarned that “criminal groups” areatwork
attheiconic TahrirSquarein Baghdad tobeatpeaceful demonstrators
and create chaos, calling on protestersto cooperate with authorities

toidentify the outlaws.

The ministry,inastatementreleased on Tuesday, blamed armed
groups for the death of atleasttwo protestersand injury of several
othersduringrenewed overnightanti-governmentprotests.

The deaths, reported on Monday by human rights monitors
and officials, were the firstduring rallies against corruption,
unemploymentand poor publicservices since new Prime Minister
Mustafaal-Kadhimiwas sworninto officein May.

“Our security units monitored the situation, and in light of the
preliminaryinvestigationresults of the events of Sunday night, we

also led to the closure
ofborder crossingsasa
preventive measure to
counterthedeadlyvirus
which has killed over
663,000 up tonow.

The president said that
good move has been
takenacrossthe country
to follow regulations
and keep the marketand
pricesinbalance.

Also about religious
ritualsincluding Arafah
Day and Muharram to
mourn for martyrdom of
Imam Hussein- the third
Imam of Shia Muslims,
the presidentsaid they
will be held under the
health protocols that
the protective measures
should be followed by all.
On day of Arafah, Shia
Muslims go to holy
places suchas mosques
and graves of Shialmams
to perform Arafah
prayers.

This year, Iranian
pilgrims cannotattend
the Disavowal of Pagans
ceremony in Arafat
Desert, 20 km southeast
ofholycity of Meccain
west of Saudi Arabia,
due to the coronavirus
pandemic, the president
said while describing the
eventasunprecedented
inthehistory ofIslam.
Touching wupon the
enemies’ anti-Iran
measures, President

Rouhani said that they
were invain to damage
"our economy"” and
put people under the
economicpressure.

In recent weeks, the
enemies have also
taken another anti-
Iran measure that was
to sow discord among
people, government
and the three branches
of power; however,
they were unsuccessful
thanks to national unity
and guidelines made by
the Supreme Leader of
the Islamic Revolution,
hesaid.

Further, he called on
the nation to not pay
attention to rumors
made by the enemies
to create problems for
people.

Meanwhile, the
president censured the
enemies for attempts
to issue anti-Iran
resolution atthe United
Nations Security Council.
In a related
development, Iranian
Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
hassaid that US attempt
to extend arms embargo
onIranruns counter to
the context oftheJoint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA) as
thereisnothingabout
sanctionsonarmsatthe
Resolution2231.

observed thatdangerous criminal groupsin Tahrir Square are
seekingto create chaosbybeating protesters within the crowd
and trigger clashes,” the IraqiInterior Ministry’s statementread,
PressTVreported. ~
Thestatementalso called on protestersto cooperatewithsecurity ’
forceson Tahrir Squaretoidentify the outlawed armed groups,who
areaimingtopushthe countryintoa“dangerous”situation.
“Weassurethesecurity forces’commitmenttotheorderofthelraqi
Commander-in-Chief[Prime Minister Mustafaal-Kadhimi] for not
usingliveammunitionagainstprotesters,” itadded.
Speakingto the nation onstate television, Kadhimihad announced
aninvestigationintorecentviolentclashesbetween protestersand
security forces.
Security forceshave “72 hourstoreveal the resultsand outcomes of
theinvestigations of the Sunday nightincidentnear Tahrir Square
inBaghdad,” hesaid. “Demonstratingisalegal rightofall Iraqis,and
security forceshavetoprotectthem.”
Mass protests erupted across central and southern Iraqin October

The Iranian president
said that the enemies
continued their
sinister activities by
endangering Iranian
passenger plane on the

international sky.
Then, he called on
International Civil

Aviation Organization
(ICAO), UN Security
Council and regional
states to react to the
issueand take stance on
it.

Iran's Mahan Air
passenger planewasen
route to Beirut, Lebanon,
whenitwasthreatened
by two US military jets
on Syrian airspace on
Thursday night (July
23). Civil Aviation
Organization of Iran has
lodged a protest with
the International Civil
Aviation Organization
over the US aggression
onanlranian passenger
plane which made some
of the passengers and
crewwounded.
Thepresidentaddressed
the officials atthe White
Houseand said theyhave
only one way to deal
with Iran,and thatisto
implementInternational
Lawand compensate the
Iranian peopleforlosses.
"Ifyouthinkthe Iranian
nation willbow down to
your pressures and evil
acts,youmake mistake."

noted
in the current
incidents of the
US and the anti-
racism moves by
that country's
people, "our firm
stance is taking
side with people
and condemning the
brutal behavior of the
racistgovernmentofthe

that
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Tehran, Seoul to confer on
developmentofhumanitariantrade

Following the firsthumanitarian shipment to Tehran
in May under the US sanctions, Iran and South Korea
willhold virtual talks on Wednesday about expanding
humanitariantradelike medicineexports.
Thediscussionwill focusonhowtomatchIran'sdemand
formedicine and medical equipment with what South
Korean exporters canoffer, Yonhap newsagencyreported.
Lee Seong-ho, deputy foreign minister for economic
affairs, willlead the South Korean side comprised of
officials from other ministries and trade agencies.
AmongtheIranian officials attending the meeting will
beMohammad Reza Shannehsaz, head ofIran's Foodand
DrugAdministration,and its centralbankofficials.

Inlate May, South Koreasentto Tehran US$500,000 worth
ofmedicine for hereditary diseases.

[ranis struggling to return the funds frozen by foreign
banksamid ashortage ofhard currencyinthe country
which has been contending with the coronavirus
pandemicoverthe pastmonths.

Tehranhasalready givenan official warningto Seoul over
thefrozenassets.

South Koreais citing US sanctions as an excuse for not
releasingIran'smoneyandin case the diplomaticefforts
donotlead to constructive results and South Korea
continuestoobeythe US'policies, [Iran may officially sue
South Koreaas Seoulrefrains from paying offits oil debts
toTehran.

IRGCdisplays defensemighton

second day of militarydrill

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) on
Wednesdaylaunched the second day of the final stage of
amilitaryexerciseinsouthernIran.

Codenamed “Payambar-e Azam 14 (The Great Prophet)”,
thejointexercise, includingforces fromthe IRGCNavyand
the IRGC Aerospace Force, involves ground, aerial, naval
andspaceoperationsinthe Persian Gulfand the Strait of
Hormuz

Using new tacticsand equipment, the IRGC Air Force
demonstrated someofits extensive capabilitiesin the face
ofhypothetical enemythreats.

The successfullaunch of surface-to-airballisticmissiles
against the hypothetical enemies was among the
measures of Wednesday’s drill. The launch of such
missiles, which were camouflaged and fired from the
depthsofthe ground, could pose serious challenges to
theenemyintelligence agenciesin the eventofaserious
challenge.

ThelRGCSukhoifighterjetsalsotargeted predetermined
spotson Farurlslandinthe Persian Gulf.

Moreover, IRGC dronesattacked the enemy's simulated
aircraftcarrierandtargeted thevessel’sbridge.
Destroyinghypothetical enemytargets,whichweremuch
smallerthantheactualsize, withavariety of smartbombs
wasanotherpartofthisphase ofthe exercise.

Successful missile combatoperations were also carried
outby firing two Hormozand Fateh surface-to-surface
missiles,and oneballisticmissileatspecifictargets.

The IRGCalsoattacked the hypothetical enemy targets
with Shahed 181 drones duringthe Wednesday phase.

2019,
crowds

with  young

demandingjobs, services,and action against corruption.

Former [raqiprime minister Adel Abdul Mahdistepped downinthe

faceoftheprotests.
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Leader: Hajj,

Americans'visits to region in line with Iranophobia,

instability

Iranian Foreign Ministry's senior aide for political affairs said on
Tuesday thatthe recentvisits by the American officials toregionare
moves inline with the Iranophobia scenario and instability in the

region.

Ali Asghar Khaji made the remarks in a meeting with Qatar's Minister of

State for Foreign Affairs Sultan al-Merikhiin Dohalate on Tuesday.

20000 Rials

During the meeting, they also discussed bilateral issues and enhancementofpolitical and

economicties, especially holdingjointeconomic commissionin the near future.
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manifestation
. news
of power against
hegemonicpowers WHO Says
2 P COVIDI9-Not
. Seasonal, Likes All
Iran succe.ssﬁll inall Weather
fields despite 40 year
. AWorld Health Organization
of sanctions official described the COVID-19
= B pandemicas "one big wave"
Iranto payforbasic that “likes all weather”.The
commoditiesthrough  WHO also warned against
. . complacencyinthenorthern
Iraqlbanks, official hemisphere summer since
says

theinfection doesnotshare
o influenza'stendencyto follow

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

seasons.
WHO officials have been at
pains to avoid describing

04:44:26 a resurgence of COVID-19
Noon call to prayer: cases like those in Hong Kong
13:09:47 as “waves” as this suggests

Evening call to prayer:

20:22:05

WEATHER

High:40°c
Low:22°%

the virusis behaving in ways
beyond human control, when
in fact concerted action can
slowits spread, AP reported.
Margaret Harrisrepeated that
messageinavirtual briefingin
Geneva.'Weareinthefirstwave.
It's going to be one big wave.
It'sgoingtogoupand downa
bit. Thebestthingistoflattenit
and turnitintojust something
lappingatyour feet,’ she said.

The two sides alsoreviewed currentdevelopments in the region and stressed the need for
continued consultations.

Dollar wallows near two-year low as
coronavirus keeps Fed in abind

Moderna's COVIDI19-Vaccine Works Well in
Monkeys: Study

US biotech firm Moderna's COVID19-vaccine induced a

robustimmune response and prevented the coronavirus

fromreplicatinginthe nosesandlungs of monkeys,astudyin

the New England Journal of Medicine said Tuesday.

The fact that the vaccine prevented the
virus fromreplicatinginthe noseisseenas
particularly crucial in preventingit from
beingtransmitted onward to others.

The same outcome did not occur when
the University of Oxford's vaccine was
tested on monkeys, though thatvaccine
did prevent the virus from entering the
animals'lungsand making them very sick.
Inthe Moderna animal study, three groups
ofeightrhesus macaquesreceived either
aplacebo orthevaccine attwo different
dose levels - 10 micrograms and 100
micrograms.

Allvaccinated macaques produced high
levels of neutralizingantibodies thatattack
apartofthe SARS-CoV-2 virus used to
invade cells.

Notably, monkeys receiving both dose
levels produced these antibodies atlevels
higher than those found in humans who
haverecovered from COVID-19.

The authorsreported thatthe vaccine
alsoinduced the production ofa different
immune cell known as T-cells thatmay have
helpedboostthe overall response.
Amajorareaofconcernisthatvaccines
under developmentcould actually backfire
by amplifying rather than suppressing the
disease.

So-called vaccine-associated enhancement
ofrespiratory disease (VAERD) hasbeen
linked to the production of a specific type
of T-cell known as Th2 - but these cells
werenotproduced during the experiment,
suggesting this vaccine won'tbackfire.
Four weeks after the monkeysreceived
their second injection, they were exposed
tothe SARS-CoV-2 virus, both through the
noseand directly to the lungsviaatube.
After two days, noreplicating virus was

moderng

detected inthelungs of seven of the eight
macaquesinboththelowandhighdose
groups.

By contrast, all eightin the placebo group
continued to have thevirus present.

None ofthe eight macaquesinthehigh dose
groups had detectable levels of virus in
theirnosestwo days after exposure.
"Thisis the first time an experimental
COVID-19 vaccine tested in nonhuman
primates hasbeen shownto produce such
rapidviral controlintheupperairway," said
the National Institutes for Health, which
co-developedthevaccine, AFPreported.
A COVID-19vaccine capable of stopping the
virusinthelungswill preventthe disease
frombecoming severe, while stopping the
virus fromreplicating in the nose would
lessen transmission.

The Modernavaccine uses genetic material
in the form of viral RNA to encode the
information needed to grow the SARS-
CoV-2 spike proteininside the humanbody
totriggeranimmuneresponse.

Spike proteins give coronaviruses their
crown-like appearance and are used to
invade human cells, butby themselvesare
thoughttoberelatively harmless.

The advantage of this technology is that
itbypassesthe need to manufacture viral
proteinsinthelab, helpingtorampup mass
production.

Both Moderna's vaccine and the vaccine
co-developed by the University of Oxford
and AstraZenecahave entered late-stage
humantrials.

U.S. Republicans worry Chinamightuse
TikTok tomeddleinelection

Agroup oftop Republican U.S. Senators on Tuesday ramped

moderation policiesareled by a California-

up pressure on TikTok, asking the Trump administration

based team and aren’t “influenced by any
foreigngovernment.”

toassessthe threatthatthe popular Chinese-owned video

sharingapp mightmeddlein U.S. elections.

Inaletter dated Tuesday, Marco Rubio, Tom
Cotton and other lawmakers cited alleged
censorship by TikTok of sensitive content,
includingavideocritical of China’s treatmentof
Uighurminorities,as well asalleged attempts
by Beijingto manipulate political discussions
onsocialmediaapps.

“Weare greatly concerned thatthe (Chinese
Communist Party) could useits control over
TikTok to distort or manipulate (political)
conversations to sow discord among
Americansandtoachieveitspreferred political
outcomes,”thelawmakerswroteinaletterto
the Office of Director of National Intelligence
(ODHI), theactingsecretary ofthe Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) and thedirector of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
Aspokesperson for the company said that
TikTok, thoughnota “go-to” for political news,
was “proactively investing to safeguard our
app,” and taking cues from the experience of
peersduringthelastelection.
“TikTokalready has a strict policy against
disinformation,and we don’tacceptpolitical
ads,”thepersonsaid,addingthatcontentand

The FBland DHS did notrespond torequests
forcommentwhilean ODNI official confirmed
receiptoftheletterandsaid “we willrespond
accordingly”

Thelawmakers,joined by Republicans Ted
Cruz,Joni Ernst Thom Tilis, Kevin Cramerand
Rick Scott, asked the officials to say whether
Beijing could amplify certain political views
and conductinfluence operations through
the popularapp, whichis owned by Beijing
ByteDance Technology Co.

“If evidence emerges of CCP electoral
interference via TikTok, would ByteDance
beeligible for sanctions?” underan executive
order on foreign electoral influence, the
lawmakersasked.

TikTok is in the crosshairs of the Trump
administrationasU.S.-Chinatieshave soured
overthe pandemicand Beijing’s move to curb
freedomsin Hong Kong. This month, White
House Chiefof StaffMark Meadows saidaction
wasimminenttoaddress national security
risks posed by TikTok.

Trump’s pollnumbershavebeen saggingas
hepreparestoface Democrat]oe Bideninthe
Novemberelection.In2019,special prosecutor
RobertMueller’sreportfound extensive cases
ofRussian meddlingthatbenefited the Trump
campaigninthe2016election.

UKbettertostopille-

gal weaponrysaletoS.
Arabia

[ranianparliament's National Security
and Foreign Policy Commission
spokesman suggested thatitisbetter
for the UK to stop illegal sales of
weaponry to Saudi Arabiainstead of
proposing more sanctionsonIranian
entities.

Abolfazl Amouei'sremarks cameina
tweeton Wednesdayandinreactionto

oneofthe Britishofficials'suggestions
forimposition of sanctions on Iranian
entities."If @TomTugendhat & UK
Parliament Foreign Affairs Committee.
movetosanctionIranianentities, they
should expectadecisivereactionfrom
thelranianParliament," hetweeted.

"They'dbetterinstead preventillegal
arms sale to Saudi child-killers in
#Yemen,"headded.On]July 28, the
explosion ofaclusterbomb dropped
by the Saudi-led coalition haskilled
four Yemeni childrenandinjured two

others.The Saudi coalition continues
itsaggressionagainst Yemenand the
bombingofvariouspartsofit,haveleft
many casualtiesamongthe country's
civilians.So far, the international
community hasmadenoattempt to
stopthewaragainst Yemen.Thousands
of Yemenishavebeenkilled sofaras
aresult of the Saudi invasion, and
accordingto the United Nations, the
famineinthe countryhasbecomethe
biggesthumanitarian catastrophein
theworld.
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