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attractions
T
Economic
recession
taken life
of Persian
enamel art

"The price of the
colors used in the

Persian enamel
has been raised
following the

increase in the
value of exchange
rate since the
colorsareimported
from abroad.
Consequently,
the products
prices increase
and subsequently
tourists’ purchasing
powers decrease,” a
handicraftartistsaid.
“Enamelingisamong
the  handicrafts
that have been
impacted by the
latest economic
recession in Iran;
it is noteworthy
to mention that
the importance of
enameling should
not be compared
with other
handicrafts as each
of them hasits own
unique features,”
Fatemeh Nazemi
said.

“Serious negative
effects has come
through therecent
economicrecession;
no purchase and
sale are currently
taking place and
tourists cannot
afford the costs. We
should overcome
the downturn to
increase sales and
arrive to witness
a boom in Iran’s
handicraft market,”
sheadded.
“Duetotheeconomic
depression, people
cannot afford to
buy enamel works
while they used
to buy enamels on
various occasions.
The main problem
isthatenamel colors
are imported from
Germany and the
price depends on
the exchange rate;
so,rising exchange
rate affects the price
ofthese colors. The
price of copper that
is the dominant
metal used in this
handicraft hasalso
increased. also,
making the colors
used in thisartwork
is not feasible in
the country as their
productionrequires
high costsand time”
Nazemisaid.

Square, Isfahan, Iran
»Tel: 031- 32274500
» Public Relations: 031-32274754
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Chehel Sotoun:
Palace, Garden, Nice Wall Paintings

i N EW S

Chehel Sotoun, located in the
central Iranian city of Isfahan, is
asurviving 17th-century palace,
which used tobe partofthe royal
precinctthat stretched between
Imam (Nagsh-e Jahan) Sq. and
Chahar Bagh Abbasi St.

The Safavid-era palace was builtasa
pleasure pavilion and reception hall
midstofalarge park,itselfan exemplar
ofthe Persian Garden which hasbeen
inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritagelist.

Thename ofthe palace, whichliterally
means “Forty Columns”, derives from
theillusion thatthe twenty columns
ofthe frontporticoare doubled by the
reflecting pool to the south.

The palaceis entered viaan elegant
terrace that connects a patternofa
Persian garden to an interior of
elaborate designand splendor.
Chehel Sotoun boasts eye-catching

Must-seesitesinIsfahan [

Nagsh-e Jahan Square, known as Imam Square isasquare situated at the center b

Isfahan city, Iran. Constructed between 1598 and 1629, itisnow animportant
historical site,and one of UNESCO’s World

frescos that depict multitudes of
human figures, royal meetings, and
battle scenes amongst them: the
reception of an Uzbek Kingin 1646
and the infamous Battle of Chaldiran
againstthe Ottoman Sultan SelimI.
Based on historical records, the
building was initially constructed in
the mid-17th century and rebuiltin
1706 followingaragingfire.
Hereisaselection of comments that
visitors to the palace have posted to
TripAdvisor, one of the most popular
travel websitesin the world:
“Pleasant”

Alittle oasis of peace and quiet with
itsownabsorbinghistoryandits part
inthem. Relaxingand recommended.
“Palace, garden, nice wall paintings”
The Huge and beautiful garden
surrounding this palace. The palace
itselfisnotthatbig. Butthe highlights
are the sixbigpaintings ontheinside
walls. The colors and the details really
stand out.

“AhighlightinIsfahan”

Amongall the attractionsin Isfahan,
Chehel Sotun is my number 2 favor
after masjid-e sheikh lotfollah.

The palace is wonderfully designed,
althoughthe 20 slim columns on the
terrace and the rectangular pond
infrontofthem are both elegant, |
think the real gems are the exquisite
mirror works atthe ceilings and the
interesting and well preserved/
restored frescosinside the main hall.
[amnotagarden person, butlfound
the garden there very pleasant. Well
worthaleisurelystroll.

“We Were Blown Away”

This attraction exceeded our
expectations! The palace was
stunningand the wall paintings were
exquisite. [tis definitelya mustseeif
youvisitIsfahan. The gardens were
alsolovelyand provided anicerelief
from the busy city traffic. Atip-don’t
buy the postcards sold within the
premises. The same postcards are
sold justatthe gates for halfof the
price!

ArgeGoogadisahistoriccastlenear Googad city. Ithasarestaurant
andateahouseand 20rooms. IthasFree Parking Restaurant,Free
High Speed Internet (WiFi)and the
Breakfastisincluded. The historic 3-star hotel is the old town of
Golpayeganinthe city of Gogdin the province of Isfahan. The Kohgud
Argislocated onthe path ofthe famous SilkRoad andis the second
building of Iran’s clay and mud, which dates back to about four
centuriesago.[twasused asacaravanserie during peacetimeasa
military fortress duringthe war orattack.
Itshould benoted thatthe distance fromthe citytoIsfahanisabout
180km.

i Seewhattravelersaresaying:
Saeid_Nouri, Tehran:A must-seemonument
Beingin Arg-e Googadisnotonlybeinginahotel orarestaurant. Itis
oneofthe999 Carvansaramadeintheroute of SilkRoad ordered by
Shah Abbas Safavi (Safavid dynasty) aboutfourhundredyearsagoin
[ran.Itisthe second biggestclaymonumentinIranafter Arg-e Bam.
The tourist, who comes to the Arg, hasto consider thisimportant
factand thehistorybehindit.Iloved the placeand enjoyed the time
beingthere, tryingto connectmyselftothe historywhenitwasbuilt.
Jupino, Tehran:Justarestoration of past
thehotelistherestorationofan oldfamouscastleusedasaresident
and defenseareamanyyearsago.it'snicetoberestoredasahotel.
Themissingpointisbasicstandardsandaccommodationessentials.
forexample, the air conditioningisvery poorand the bathrooms
arereallymissed.thehotel hasalsoused expensive handicrafts for
carpetsandwarnsguestsnottostepon. thisreally strange.itisnota
museum, it'saguestroom. The hotelisnice overall.
Kimiyatehrani23, Tehran, Iran: Good Experience
[twasagood stay. Restaurant...Rooms.... The staff theyare all
good. Notonly Water pressureis perfectbutalso the temperature
isawesome.Every night we wenttoatraditional restaurant. The
atmosphereis perfect. Thereisafolklore band who singand play
Persiansongsverygoodanducanenjoyallthetimeyouarethere.
Also, thegardenisperfect.This Hotelisnearto Khansar. A beautiful
citywhichisknown foritshoneyanditsbeautiful nature. Tosumup,
stayinginthishotelwasagoodidea.
& The Culturaland Historical Collections ofthe Googad Citadel
-Googad- Golpayegan

Thenameofthe
palace, which
literally means
“Forty Columns”,
derivesfromthe
illusionthat the
twenty columns of
the front portico
aredoubled by the
reflecting poolto
thesouth.

of

Heritage Sites The Jameh Mosque of Ardestan, in central Iran, is of high histori-
calimportanceas itincorporates successive architectural styles of the Sassanids,
Buyids, Seljuksand Safavids.However, amajority of what visitors to the mosque
.(seedates from the Seljuk era(ca. 1040-1196

Located inacity of the same name in Isfahan Province, the two-story hypostyle
mosque hasa four-aportico (iwan) courtyard surrounded by encircling arcades.
Themosqueis partofalarger premises thatalso include other mud brick structures
suchasacistern, acaravanserai,amarketplace, abathhouse, and amadrasa.
According to Isfahan Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts Department,
themosque was inscribed on the national heritage listin 193 1.Jameh means
.congregational

WHERETO EAT

Pasio Cafe: Magnificent,
Energetic, And Best Place
To Hang Out With Friends

Pasio cafeisacafenearold chaharbaghst. Ofisfahan. This
placeis close to hashtbehesht garden, naghshe jahan
square and abbasi hotel.

Restaurant Details

Cuisine: Italian, Middle Eastern, Persian

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Brunch, Late Night,
Drinks

Restaurant features: Delivery, Takeout, Reservations,
Seating, Television, Digital Payments, Free Wifi

i See whattravelersare saying:
RezaE:Socalmand friendly
Veryrelaxing place, the best mocktails, and teas. Great
vibes from the atmosphere. Verynostalgic decorationand
historical alley.
Roohania, Tehran: Sucha WowW
Magnificent, energetic,and best place to hang out with
friends, ifyou are looking for a place where can laughe
loudlyand hear good musicand drinka fantastic coffee the
Pasioiswhere youwant.
Mohammad Hossein: Good atmosphere and nice place
Good atmosphere and anice place tohangoutand have
coffee. Food isjust fine and you can have anything you
wantto go.
£19,KazeeroniAlley, ChaharBagh St., Esfahan

Isfahan Museums Address IRR

Chrhel Sotun Imam Hossein Square, | 200000
Isfahan, Isfahan Province

Vank Church Vank ChurchAlley, Jolfa, | 200000
Isfahan, Isfahan Province

Imam Mosque Imam square , Isfahan , | 200000
IsfahanProvince

AliGholiAghahammam | Bid Abadi St, Isfahan , | 200000
Isfahan Province

DecorativeArtsMuseum | Ostandari Street Isfahan, | 150000
IsfahanProvince




toabout13.37 millionrials (93%).The numberofland dealsmade duringthe
currentyear'sQ1increased by %27.7 compared with the similar period of
lastyear,butdeclinedby%1.9 when compared with the final quarter oflast
yearTheaverageareaofeachdealtland orland ofarundownpropertyinreal
estateagenciesacrossurbanareaswasreportedat339squaremetersby SCL.
%30.3 YOYRiseinHomePrices

Accordingtothereport, theaverage price ofeach square meter of residential
floorareasurged by %30.3 duringthisyear's Q1 onayear-on-year basis.
When compared tothe previous quarter; prices indicated agrowth 0f%5.8.
Theminimumprice ofeachsquaremeterofresidentialfloorareaacrossurban

whileputtingtheaverageage of residential units
atllyears.

%22 YOYRiseinRentPrices

The Statistical Center of Iranalso disclosed
figures for monthly home rents plus %3
collaterallegally paid torent 1 square meter
ofresidential floorarea. Itreported thatthe
averagerentpricesincreased by %22 duringthis
year's Q1 compared with the Q1 oflastyear while
they grewby %>5.2 compared with the final quarter oflast

Iran: QI Land, Home, Rent
Prices Rise

The Statistical Center of Iran has published itslatestreporton the state of
homeandland pricesinadditiontorents,whichindicatesallhavesignificantly
increased acrossurbanareasin the country duringthe first quarterofthe
currentfiscalyearthatended onJune21.Accordingtothereport, published
ontheofficial website of SCI, theaverage price ofeach square meter of land
(vacant) orland ofarundownresidential property (residential units that

—
\ A

year.The

areunsuitable forlivingto a degree thatonly the underlyingland isuseful
for construction) inlran'surbanareaswentupby%29 duringQ1 compared
withlastyear's correspondingperiod. Pricesincreased by %3.6 compared
withlastyear's Q4.The minimum price of each square meterofland orland
ofarundown propertyinthe country stoodat260,000rials (1.8%) while the
maximumwasatabout260.78millionrials (1,870$), bringingthe average

NEWS

Iraq’slarge tradedelegation departs

for'Tehran

Alarge trade delegation from the Iraqi private sector
departed for Tehran Monday night for talks on expansion
of cooperation with Iranian private sector, Iran’s
commercial attaché in Baghdad Nasser Behzad said.
The 22-member delegation comprising heads of
Iraqi chambers of commerce and some prominent
businessmen tradingin plastic products, electric
equipmentand agricultural machineryis headed by
Ja'faral-Hamdani, chief of commerce chambersoflraq,
Behzad said.

The Iranian official said the private sectors of Iran
and Iraq are determined to facilitate and expand
mutual cooperation and raise the two countries’ trade
exchanges.

The trade exchanges between Iranand Iraqin2017
amountedto 13.21billiondollars.

Iran Steel Exports Rise 27% to
Over 4m Tons: ISPA (Mar-Aug,
2018)

Atotal of4.13 million tons of finished and semi-finished
steel products were exported from Iran during the first
fivemonths ofthe currentfiscal year (March 21-Aug. 22)
toregistera27.72% year-on-year growth, the Iranian
Steel Producers Associationannounced.
Semi-finished steel made up 3.02 million tons or more
than 73% ofthe total exportvolume,up 12% YOY.

Slab had the lion’s share of semis exports with an
aggregateof 1.6 milliontonstomarkan 11% YOY growth.
Billetand bloom followed with 1.41 million tons, up
13%YOY.

Exports of finished steel products surged 109% YOY
toreach 1.10 million tons, Financial Tribunereported.
Rebar was the main exported finished product with
507,000 tons, registeringa92.05% jump YOY.

Exports of direct-reduced ironincreased 4% YOY
to 350,000 tons.Iran surpassed its 8-million-ton
exporttargetinthelastfiscalyear (March2017-18) by
shipping8.49 million tons of steel, up 53.4% YOY.Iranian
steelmakers have targeted 9.5 million tons for this year
(March 2018-19) and 14 million tons by the end of the
2020-21fiscalyear.

Iran’s Trade WithJapan Surpasses
$400m

Irantraded 343,170 tons of non-oil commodities worth
$408.18 million withJapan duringthe first five months
ofthe currentfiscalyear (March21-Aug.22).
Thisregistersa42.34%and 12.73% declineintonnage
and value respectively compared with last year’s
correspondingperiod, latestdatareleased by the Islamic
Republicoflran Customs Administration show.

Iran’s exports to Japanstood at 290,056 tons worth
$155.19 million,down 46.08% and 30.25% intonnage
andvaluerespectively year-on-year.Japanwas Iran’s
14th majorexportdestination duringthe period.

Iran mainly exported gas condensates, methanol
and floorings to Japan during the five-month period,
accordingto Financial Tribune.

Japan exported 53,113 tons of goods worth $252.98
milliontoIran,down7.19%intonnageandup 3.16%in
value YOY.Japan was the 15thmajor exporterofgoodsto
Iranoverthefive months.

Theimports mainly included auto parts, pipes and
turbojetparts.

areasduringthisyear'Q1stoodat804,000rials (6$) with the maximum price
registeredatabout379.82 millionrials (2,655$). Theaverage price wasabout
19.37 millionrials (135$).In terms of the number of deals forresidential
floorareas, the currentyear's Q1 sawarise 0f%29.7 compared with the Q1
oflastyear. Againstthe Q4 oflastyear, thenumber of such dealsregistereda
contractionof%3.9.SCIputtheaveragedealtfloorareaat 108 square meters

Currency, Goldat New
Highin'T'ehran Market

The foreign exchange market
heated up again on Monday to post
freshrecords for the USdollarand
other major currencies as they
gained considerably againstthe
plummeting rial. The dollar was
tradedfor 156,790 rialsin Tehran’s
open market, another “super-
resistance”leveltobebroken since
therial’s freefallbegan sixmonths
ago.

The greenback gained close to 5%
ontherialinlate trading, according
to Tehran Gold and Jewelry Union’s
website. The euro was traded for
183,890 rials and the British pound
changed hands for204,920rials.On
the Website Sana, which records the
average daily currency trade across
the exchange bureaux, the dollar’s
exchangerate was 143,104. Sana’s
rate tends tobelowerthanthe open
market’s asitleans heavily on the
secondary market.

Accordingto the Central BankofIran,
only 3% ofthe currency trade takes
place onthe open marketand inthe
form ofbanknotes, with therestbeing
conducted through the secondary
marketwhere rates are negotiated
amongexporters and importers.

In order to stem the rial’s decline
the CBI has authorized the import
of currency and gold bars by all
individuals.

CBIGovernor Abdolnaser Hemmati
said on Saturday that since the bank
allowed theimportofhard currency
by currency exchange houses and
othernatural and legal persons, the
flow ofbanknotesinto the countryhas
beengrowing.

He added thatthe CBlis keepinga

minimum costofeachsquaremeterofresidentialfloorarearentedinlran's
urbanareasstoodat1,640rials (0.01$) withthe maximumbeingregistered
atabout 1.42 millionrials (99%), bringingthe average to 98,002 rials (0.69%)
permonth.Compared withthefirstquarteroflastyear thisyear'sfirstquarter
rentdealsdecreased by %9.8whereastheyincreased by %11.9 compared
withthefinal quarteroflastyear.

watch on the marketand willinject
hard currencyifneedbe.
Hemmatiattended a meeting with
members of the Majlis Planning and
Budgetary Commission on Monday.
Hetold the MPs thatuntil September
14 $22.7 billion had been earned
in non-oil exports and called for
the money to be repatriated (by
exporters) tothe country’s “economic
cycle”

He emphasized thatexportersshould
either presenttheir forex earnings on
the secondary market or undertake
imports with the foreign currency.
Colossal Challenges

Exporters complain that with Iran’s
foreign banking relations facing
colossal challenges due to the US
sanctions, they cannotsimply meet
the 3-month deadline to repatriate
their foreign earnings asrequired by
the CBIL

According to Hemmati, since
implementation of the new forex
policieson August 6, up until Sep.21,

roughly €2 billion was sold in the
secondary marketthrough the online
forexsystem Nima.

Some non-oil exporters, including
petrochemical firms mostly owned
by the government or semi-state
entities-have been accused of
withholding hard currency earnings
from the secondary marketand for
ratesto climb further.

In a speech this month President
Hassan Rouhaniharshly criticized the
practice which he said is tantamount
to “treachery”.

Accordingtothe
Central Bank of
Iran, only %3 of the
currency trade takes
placeontheopen
market andinthe

On Monday, the benchmark Bahar fo'l'tr:tc:bqnthgqtes,
Azadigold coin entered uncharted Wi d T:rzsth emgh
territory and sold for 47.51 million conductecithroug

. . . the secondary
rials, to score a hat trick in the ket wh "
currency, stockand gold marketand marke U: iredrct e
attainanalltime high. Volatility inthe are negotiate

among exporters

currency and gold markets further
intensified after US President Donald
Trump announced in May thathe s
pulling out ofthe multilateral nuclear
deal Iran signed with world powers
in2015.

andimporters.

-
Months

3.42 millionloans.

Iranian Banks Lend $16.S Billionin 5

Banksand creditinstitutions allocated 2.4 quadrillion rials ($16.82
billion) to various sectors during the first five months of the current
fiscalthatended on August 22, the Central Bank of Iran said.

Accordingto the latestreport published on the regulator’s official
website on Sunday, the figure was higher by 325.6 trillion rials
($2.27billion) or 15.6% compared to the corresponding period of
the previous year. The money was given in the form of an estimated

Asusual, the services sector was atthe top ofthelistofloanreceivers
with 1.91 millionloans worth 980.71 trillion rials ($6.85 billion). It
was followed by the industry and mine sector thatborrowed 680.01
trillionrials ($4.75 billion) in the form 0f99,204 loans.

Thetrade sectortookout414,258loansworth 320.83 trillion rials
($2.24billion) during the period. Thelender afterward prioritized
the agriculture sector with 550,610 loans worth 217.05 trillion
rials ($1.51 billion) and the housing and construction sector with

~

444,095loansworth 207.71 trillion rials ($1.45 billion), according
to Financial Tribune.

Atotal 0of 1,094 1oans worth about 1.65 trillion rials ($11.53 million)

was listed as miscellaneousin the CBlreport.
Loans allocated for facilitating working capital accounted for the
lion’s share oftheloansat 61.6% or about 1.48 quadrillion rials
($10.37billion). The figure was 149.5 trillion rials ($1.04 billion) or
11.2% higherthan the totalnumber of working capitalloans handed
outinthecorrespondingperiodlastyear.
‘Miscellaneous’loanshad the second highestshareat10%or241.07

trillion rials ($1.68 billion). Loans doled out for establishing a

businesshad ashare of8.5% or 205.74 trillion rials ($1.43 billion)
and personalloanshada7.4% share equal to 177.23 trillionrials
($1.23billion).The industries and mining sector was eligible for
570.27 trillionrials (($3.98 billion) or 38.4% of the total loans in the
form of working capital facilities. It constituted 83.9% ofallloans
handed outto suchbusinesses, which the central banksaid indicates
the prioritization ofresource allocation to the key sector by banks
and creditinstitutions.
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Iran Industrial Production Index Fallsin
Q1 After4 Quarters of Growth

After

experiencing four and equipment, was mostly

consecutive quarters ofgrowth, responsibleforthedecline.
the Industrial Production Index
forlarge manufacturing unitsin

IPI is an economic indicator
measuringreal outputin various
[ranregisteredadownturnduring industries, with industrial
the first quarter of the current
fiscalyearthatended onJune 21,
new datareleased by the Central
BankofIranshow.

According to latest figures
disclosed by the monetary
regulator, IPI decreased by
0.5% during the three months
compared with the similarperiod
oflastyear.

The reduced manufacture of
pharmaceutical and chemical
products,inadditiontomachinery industries.

production and capacity levels
expressed as an index level
relative to a base year, which
the CBI considers to be the fiscal
2015-16,standingat100.Inother
words, theindexdoesnotexpress
absolute production volumes or
values, butthe percentage change
inproductionrelative tothatyear.
The central bank calculates IPI
usingdata oflarge unitswith 100
workers ormore operatingin 24

Wednesday,September 26,2018, No.52
=y

|SFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

« China, Russia
Together Can
Overcome
Consequences
of US Sanctions,
Says Official
China and Russia are
capable, combining
their  efforts, to
overcome the negative
consequences of the
sanctions pressure and
trade wars unleashed
by Washington, Vice
Minister of Commerce
of China Fu Ziying said
on Tuesday.According
tothe official, Chinaand
Russia have created the
necessary framework for
successful cooperation.
The economies of the
two countries mutually
complement each
other - in this regard,
with mutual efforts
the countries would be
able to overcome the
difficulties that have
arisen, he said at the
press conference, TASS
newsagencyreported.
On Monday, customs
duties of %10 on
imported goods from
Chinatothe United States
entered into force, the
total value of which is
estimatedat200$ bin.

Tehran Stocks
Rally, Incline
Toward Export

Sector

ehran Stock Exchange
setafreshrecord high
onMonday as investors
received more positive
news on corporate
earnings, especially
export-oriented stocks
thathave benefited the
most since the rial's
decline intensified
six months ago.The
market'sall-shareindex
leapt %2.15 to reach
168,624.5. Accordingto
amajority ofanalysts, the
coming days are fateful
for the equity market
asinvestorswilldecide
whether therally willbe
sustainablein the face
of comingpoliticaland
economic challenges.
Monday's bull market
was mainly attributed
toinvestor'ssatisfactory
response to corporate

monthly earnings
reports gradually being
released. Investors

will particularly look
for export figures of
petrochemical and
mineralfirmsinthatthey
account for the bulk of
thenon-oil exportsand
are big contributors to
the marketrally.
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EDITORIAL

Do Not Be Afraid;
The Warchouse Is
Full Of Goods!

..andselltheirproducts
athigh prices. According
to officials, sanctions
could not bring the
countryto thissituation.
Our country has suffered
from self-sanction.
Unfortunately, in the
recent past, the media
have focused on the
marketofacommodity,
causing fear of famine
and lack of goods.
However, that is not
right. The atmosphere
must be kept calm so
thatpeople have peace
of mind. Maybe you
justsend ashortstory
of a shortage of basic
goods froma group in
Telegram to another.
However, you have
unwittingly helped
the hoarders to give
peopleasense oflack of
goods. Enemiesuse the
opportunity, the political
climate is uneasy due
to the economic
climate, and itsresult
willbe Ahwaz terrorist
incident!

NEWS

Iran, Turkey
stress coop.
incountering
sanctions

Iranian President
Rouhaniand his Turkish
counterpart Erdogan
stressed joint efforts to
combat terrorism and
counter US sanctions.
Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani met with his
Turkish counterpartRecep
Tayyip ErdoganonMonday
eveningonthesidelines
of the United Nations
General Assemblyin New
York.Duringthe meeting,
President Rouhani
called for expediting
the implementation
of agreements, saying
that Iran welcomes the
presenceand participation
of Turkish investors and
companiesinadvancing
the country’sprojects.The
Presidentalsoappreciated
the condolences of the
Turkish government on
themartyrdomofanumber
of Iranians in the Ahvaz
terroristattack,saying"we
have alwaysbeentogether
indifficulttimes,and these
incidents tell us that we
need to be more serious
infightingterrorism.” He
alsonoted theimportance
of Iran-Turkey-Russia
cooperationon Syria,and
added thatIran was fully
prepared to help resolve
the Syriancrisis, especially
inldlib,inthe frameworkof
tripartite cooperationwith
thehelpofTurkey.

Majlis to send all FA'TF bills
to Expediency Council

Allbillsrelated to Financial Action Task Force (FATF) are
tobe dispatched to the Expediency Council for revision,
Iran’s Majlis (Parliament) speakerannounced here on
Tuesday.

two others were shelved for two months as of June 10.
Accordingto UNODC, the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime, adopted by
General Assembly resolution 25 /55 of 15 November
2000, isthe main international instrumentin the fight
againsttransnational organized crime. It opened for
signature by Member States ata High-level Political
Conference convened for that purpose in Palermo, Italy,

Fromtotal 244 lawmakers who were
presentintoday's Majlis session,
141 voted for the bill onjoining
the Palermo Convention, 46
voted againstand nine abstained.
Guardian Council has already
declared that is has objection
to some parts of the Palermo bill,

Expediency Council will make observationaboutthebills,
Ali Larijanisaid at the Majlis open session this morning.

The four billsinclude reform in the money-laundering
rule, changein the funding terrorism law, the joining of
Iranto Terrorist Financing Convention and the joining of
the country to the Palermo Convention.Majlis approved
the firsttwo bills and sent them to the Guardian Council
after changesininternal laws of the country, but the

on15-12December 2000 and entered into force on 29
September 2003.InJune, Iranian lawmakers did approve
the Palermo bill with 136 votes in favor and 89 against.

Inarelated development, the parliamentarians brought
reform in Palermo bill on Tuesday (September 25) in
order to be agreed with Iranian Guardian Council’s view
abouttheissue.

saying itis againstthe Article 110
of the Constitution.Guardian Council is
animportantbodyinIranand one ofits key dutiesis to
interpretthe Islamic Republic’s Constitution. And the
duty of the Expediency Council is to decide whether to
pass alaw forwarded by Majlis with changes demanded

by Guardian Council ornot.

Iranian President Says Has No Plans
to Meet Trumpin New York

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani

said he had no plans to meet US

President Donald Trump during

hisvisitto New York, saying the

United States had employed only

threatsand sanctions againsthis

country.

“Thereisnosuch programforameeting,”
Rouhanisaidinanexclusiveinterviewwith
NBCNews on Monday, saying conditions
werenotripe fortalks.

Rouhani, in New York for theannual UN
General Assembly session, said the US
hasadopted ahostile stance toward Iran
and turned its back on diplomacy after
itsunilateral withdrawal fromthe 2015
nuclearagreementbetween Tehranand
world powers.

“Naturally,ifsomeoneis keen on having
a meeting and holding dialogue and
creating progressinrelationships, that
personwould notusethetool of sanctions
and threats (and bring) to bearall of its
power againstanother governmentand
nation,” Rouhanisaid. “Thatmeans that
thenecessarywillpowerisabsentinorder
toresolve outstandingissues.”
Afterhavingmetwith NorthKoreanleader
KimJongUninanunprecedented summit
inJune, Trumpand his deputies have held
outthepossibility oftalks with the Iranian
president.

Rouhani ruled out Washington’s
diplomacy with Pyongyangasapossible
modelforUS-Iranrelations, though heleft
the dooropento other efforts toreduce
tensions.“The North Koreanmodel cannot
beacorrectmodel, because we cannot
draw such comparisons. But certainly
therearedifferentmodels outthere that
canbeused.”Asaprecondition for any
dialogue, Rouhanisaid the USwould need
torepairthe damage done by exitingthe
2015nucleardeal. “Thatbridge mustbe
rebuilt,” hesaid.

Rouhanisaid his country could withstand
US economic sanctions and called
Washington'’s threats to choke offIranian
oilexportsan“empty promise.”

“The United States is not capable of
bringingour oil exportstozero,” Rouhani
said.

“It'sathreatthatisempty of credibility.
Perhaps on this path, we will sustain
certain pressuresbutcertainly the United
Stateswillnotreachitsobjective.”

Since Trump pulled the USoutoftheaccord
inMay, the United Statesreimposedafirst
tranche of economicsanctionsin August
andis duetoreintroduce sanctionson
Iran’soiland gasindustry on Nov.4.Inthe
interview, Rouhanisaid Iranwould remain
in the agreement, known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
despite Washington’swithdrawal,aslong
astheothersignatorieshelduptheirend of
thedealtoopenthedoortotrade.

“Until such time thatourinterests are
guaranteed with the five remaining
countries, we will remain within the
JCPOA,” Rouhanisaid,addingthat “aone-
sidedagreementwould bemeaningless.”
AskedifIranwould fulfill threats to close
offthe Straitof Hormuzto oil shipments,
Rouhani refused to rule out possible

Iranianaction to shutdown the strategic
waterway inresponsetoUSpressure.
“Ifthe United Stateswishestouse forcein
ordertosanctionthe petroleumindustry
ofIran, itwill certainly see the appropriate
response,”hesaid.
Thelranianpresidentadded, “We dohave
the power to secure our own waterways
andkeep ourwaterwaysfree.”

Asked ifhe waswarning Trump, Rouhani
said, “Thisisnotawarning. Thisisareality.
Ifthe Persian Gulfwaterway is to remain
free and secure, it must remain so for
everyone.”The 73rd session of the UN
General Assembly (UNGA 73) openedin
New Yorkon September 18 and will run
until September 30.

During his four-day stay in New York,
Rouhaniisalsoscheduled tohold talkswith
theremainingpartiestothe ]JCPOA.
Hewillalso sitdown with United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterresand
mediaelitesand experts.

Maria Fernanda Espinosa Garcés,
President-electofthe UNGA 73,announced
inJuly 2018 thatthe theme ofthe general
debatewillbe,‘Makingthe United Nations
Relevantto All People: Global Leadership
and Shared Responsibilities for Peaceful,
Equitableand Sustainable Societies.

“Naturally,
ifsomeoneis
keenonhaving
ameetingand
holding dialogue
and creating
progressin
relationships, that
personwould

not usethetool

of sanctions and
threats (and
bring) tobear

all of its power
against another
government and
nation,” Rouhani
said. “That means
that the necessary
willpoweris absent
inordertoresolve
outstanding
issues.”
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India’s oilimports from Iran
jumped %44 in August: Indian

India’s crude oilimports from Iranjumped awhopping43.72 percentto
2.07 milliontons (mt) in Augustthisyear.
Indiaisamongthelargestimporters ofIranian crude oiland thejumpin
imports comesamid increasing pressure fromthe United StatesonIran’s
oil customersto cutpurchases, the Economic Timesreported.
Cumulatively, oilimportsby IndiafromIraninthefirstfive months (Aprilto
August) ofthe currentfinancial yearincreased 43.69 percentto 13.32 mt
ascompared to9.26 mtimportedinthe correspondingperiodayearago,
freshdatasourced fromthe Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence
and Statistics (DGCIS),anarm of the Ministry of Commerceand Industries

Invalueterms,Indiaimported crude oil valued at 1.08$ billion from Iranin
Augustalone,as comparedto 0.52$ billion worth of crudeimportedinthe
correspondingmonthlastyearIndia’s oilimportfromIran,invalueterms,
during the five month period doubled to 6.82$ billion from 3.27$ billion

worthofimportsinthe correspondingperiodlastyear.
UShad in May walked out of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) withIranand reimposed economicsanctions on the country.
Thesanctions prohibitothernationsto enterintonew contracts with Iran
immediately and provideasix-month period ending November 4 towind-
down existing commitments with the country, especially with Iranian oil
companies.Economic Timeshadlastweekreported Indianrefiners will
pay foroilfrom Iraninrupee,using UCO Bankand IDBI Bank channels,
beginning November 4 when oil-related sanctions against the Islamic
Republicgointoeffect.
Also, Indiahas offered to cutoil purchase from Iransignificantly to secure
awaiverfromthe USto continueitsimports.Indianrefinersare currently
using State BankofIndia (SBI) and Germany-based Europaeisch-Iranische
Handelsbank AGtobuy Iranian oilin euros,accordingtoaReutersreport.
Iran’s Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh has said removingIran’s oil
from the marketwas notapossibility in the mid-termand US plans of
bringingIran’s oilexportstozerointhe shortterm, even foramonth, will
nothappen.Zangeneh added thatsome countries have lowered their oil
importfrom Iranfollowing US pullout ofthe JCPOA in May, butno country
otherthan South Koreahave stoppedimportsfromIransince then.

Faced with US Sanctions, Iran Urges WM Support

international organizations oughtto
helpIranagainsttheillegal USmeasures.
“The International Monetary Fund
should prove thatit can playitsrole
inthe economicstability ofamember
state,and I hope thatit (IMF) would take
apositive step in thisregard,” Rouhani

Iran’s presidenturged the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to supportTehran
in counteringthe “illegal US sanctions”.

In a meeting with IMF Managing
Director Christine Madeleine Odette
Lagarde on thesidelines of the United
Nations General Assembly on Monday,
PresidentHassan Rouhaniremindedthe
international organization of its duty to
backits membersinthe face ofbanking

and monetary sanctions.

Denouncing the US sanctions on
Iran as unlawful and out of step with
the international law, Rouhani said

added.

inthe world.

For her part, the French head of IMF
assured Iran of continued cooperation
and fulfillmentof duties, asserting that
theIMFisincharge of securing financial
stability and ensuring economic growth

report

meetings.

The Iranian presidentarrived in New
York on Sunday to attend the 73rd UN
General Assembly and hold sideline

He hassaid thatthe UNGA provides an
opportunity for better explication of the
USbreach ofinternational regulations.

On May 8, US President Donald Trump
pulled his country out of the JCPOA,
which was achievedin Viennain 2015
afteryearsofnegotiationsamongIran
and the Group 5+1 (Russia, China, the
US, Britain, France and Germany).
The UShasalsore-imposed sanctionson

NEWS

IranSaysTerrorTeamin Ahvaz
Attack Linked to Reactionary Arabs

Iran’s Intelligence Ministry released more details about
theidentity of perpetratorsofarecentterroristattack
onamilitary paradeinthe city of Ahvaz, saying they were
sponsored by certainreactionary Arabregimes.
Inastatementon Monday, the Intelligence Ministry saidithas
discovered theidentity ofthe-5strongteamthatcarried out
Saturday’sterroristattackin Ahvaz,sayingthey wereaffiliated
with “Takfiriseparatistgroupsundertheaegis of reactionary
Arabcountries.”

The intelligence forces have stormed the whereabouts of
terroristsandarrested 22 supporting elementsand those
involvedinthefatalattackin Ahvaz,itadded.

During the raids, ammunitions, military equipmentand
communication gear have been confiscated from the
whereaboutsofterrorists, the statementsaid.

Italsosaid thatforeign sponsors and masterminds of the
terroristattackhavebeenidentified, addingthatmore details
willbereleasedlater.

Whilethemilitaryforces were on paradein Ahvazon Saturday
morningand people were watchingthe event, Takfirimilitants
opened fired onpeopleinthegathering killing25and injuring
morethan 60 others.

Aseniorspokesman forthelranian Armed Forcessaid the four
terroristsinvolvedintheattackhad hiddentheirriflesinthe
paradevenuebeforehand.

The Al-Ahvaziyaterroristgroup has claimed responsibility
fortheattack.

ECO,bestoption forregional coop.
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and International
Affairs Gholamhossein Dehghani said that Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) is the best option for
multilateral cooperationbetween regional countries.

He made the remarks atthe 25th Informal Meeting of the
Council of Foreign Ministers of Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) late on Monday (New Yorklocal time),
held onthesidelines ofthe seventy-third session ofthe UNGA.
He stressed the strategicsignificance of thisregional treaty
and called for the expansion and development of trade,
business, economicand environmental cooperationamong
member states.Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO)isimportant for the regional security and stability,
hesaid,adding, “this organization stillis the best option for
multilateral cooperationamongregional countries.”
Environmental challenges, boostinglevel of trade and
business cooperation between regional countries,
progressingintra-regional communicationsintermsofroad
transportaswellasenhancingenergy networkare ofthe main
andbasicpriorities ofthe Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO), Dehghani reiterated.Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) isaregional economic organization
foundedbythelslamicRepublicoflran, Pakistanand Turkeyit
in1964.Afterthe collapse of Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR), Afghanistan, Azerbaijan Republic, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistanjoined
thisorganization.

China says will maintain normal

relations with Iran

-Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yisaid thathis country will
continue normal economic ties with the [slamic Republic
of [ran.He made the remarks in ameeting with his Iranian
counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif on the sidelines of the
United Nations General Assembly in New York on Monday
night.The Chinese minister highlighted the need to preserve
JCPOA, sayingthat Chinaopposes USpressuresagainstIran.He
alsooffered condolencesto Iran’snationand governmenton
the Ahvazterroristattack.Thetwosidesdiscussed thelatest
status ofthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and
waystoboostbilateral cooperationinvariousfields.

and has devised a
new wave of economic sanctions, which
areaimed atpushinglIran’s oil exports
downto zero.




Iran’s security chief:
Terrorismcausingcrisisinentire Middle

East

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Ali
Shamkhani says terrorismand its root causes are to blame for the existing
crisisacross the Middle Eastand are hindering progress of Muslim
countries. “The threat of terrorism and its root causes such as the Takfiri
ideology, which is promoted by certain countries, have caused crisis for the
entireregionand are abigobstacle in the path of Muslim countries’ growth and
progress,” Shamkhani said ina meeting with Azerbaijan’s Interior Minister Ramil
Usubovand hisaccompanyingdelegationin Tehran.Helashed outatthe United Statesand
thelsraeliregime for pursuingpolicies aimed at sowing discord amongneighboring countries.
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Official: Domestic knowledge,
capabilities will help Iran survive drug

sanctions

Knowledge, equipment and capacity of the
domestic pharmaceutical industry are ad-
vanced enough to help Iran easily survive
under the present difficult circumstances despite the
cruel unilateral US sanctions, said the head of the Ira-
nian Human Pharmaceutical Industry Owners Syndi-

cate.

Addressingthe opening ceremony of the Fourth
International Exhibition on Pharmaceuticals and
Related Industries (Iran Pharma 2018) in Tehranon
Monday, Ahmad Sheibaniadded throughouthistory,
pharmaceuticals have alwaysbeen excluded from the
listofsanctions.

Now, however, unfortunately Iran’s pharmaceutical
industryis faced with such aproblem, he regretted.
Sheibani said they falsely claim thatthey have not
sanctioned pharmaceuticals exportsto Iran,adding,
however, over the past few months, some foreign
companies with, trade cooperation backgrounds
of40years, have explicitlyannounced that they will
refrain fromselling Iranian drug companies even one
gram of raw materials.

Heunderlined thatIran can use this tough situation
asan opportunity to make progress.

Iranmeets 97 percentofits pharmaceutical needs
domestically, Sheibanisaid, assuaging people’s
concerns over the probability of a medication
shortageinthe future.

“Iranian pharmaceutical industry, being backed
by the government of the country, will give a
strongresponse to those who have imposed the
sanctionsand the oneswho are notwilling to see our
development.”

Expressingsatisfaction with therapid development
and significant growth of Iran’s pharmaceutical

industry over the past40 years after the victory of
the 1979 Islamic

Revolution, he said prior to the Islamic Revolution
domestic production could meetonly 25 percent of
the country’sneeds to medications.

“This comes as at present, the figure hasreached
97 percentas 100 drug production factories are
operatinginthe country.”

Heurged domesticindustrialistsin pharmaceutical
sector to continue their efforts as the present
conditionunderthe US sanctions will fail tobe more
difficult than the one Iranianslived and worked
induringthe eightyears ofthe Iraqi-imposed war
during 88-1980.

“We do not require those foreign companies
thatused to sell us raw materials for years but
now don’t. Our industrialistsand academics can
easily synthesize and produce pharmaceuticals
in the country. Currently, 50 percent of the raw
materials [for drug production] and antibiotics are
produced domestically which shows thattheresult
ofthe sanctions and restrictions [on Iran] have
been positive.”Atotal of 360 foreign and domestic
companies have taken partin Iran Pharma 2018
whichwillbe opento the publicuntil September 26.

UNideal platform to portray Iran’s realimage

The United Nations General

Assembly is an ideal platform
for President Hassan Rouhani
to present “the real image and
strategies” of the country, an
international affairs expertsaid.

“Under the prevailing
circumstances when the Western
mainstream media have dominated
the free flow ofinformation through

itsbiased and partial newsagencies
and think tanks, the president can
use the UN platform to presentthe
real image of the Islamic Republic
tothe world,” Shahram Fattahi said
on Monday.

Fattahi said it is vital for the
presidenttobe presentatthe UN as
the USistryingto use the platform
to forge aninternational consensus

againstIran.US President Donald
Trump takes the podium at the
UN General Assembly on Tuesday
where heisexpected to unleash his
anti-Iranrhetoric.Rouhaniwill take
the podium shortly after Trump -a
speechthatwould probably center
onthe Trump’sdecisionto scrap the
2015Irannuclear deal with world
powers.

Maneuver of "no single-occupancy
vehicles"in Isfahan

oo, Announcing the dramatic maneuver of "no sin-
} gle-occupancy vehicles" to encourage Isfahani
citizens to use the public transportation, the

head of citizenship culture development department of Is-
fahan municipality said, "This dramatic maneuver is con-
ductedintheintersections at the center of the city like Abshar

and Takhtiintersections, from 23th to 27th September."
"Every year, the urban trafficload increases with the
beginning of the school year, therefore, citizenship
culture development department affiliated to
Isfahan municipality with the cooperation of deputy
of transportation and traffic organization and the
communication and international affairs department
of Isfahan municipality have prepared out-of-
home advertising with the subject of "using public
transportation”, which have beeninstalled on buses, taxis,
andthe publicareasofthe city, to decrease the urban traffic
load,” Ahmad Rezaei Dar Afshani said.

Pointingto the distribution of 20 thousand booklets with

Iran, G1+4 statementstrong
messageto US unilateralism

The joint statement issued by G1+4 and Iran foreign
ministers, sayingthey are tohelp toneutralize US sanctions
onlranwithaspecial financialmechanism, conveyedastrong
message to the US unilateralism on the verge of President
Donald Trump'shypeinthe UN Security Council.

Iran,G1+4 statementstrongmessage to USunilateralismThe
meetingofforeignministersoflranand G1+4-France, the UK,
Russia, Chinaand Germany -took place on Monday evening
(New Yorklocaltime) onthe sidelines of the UN General
Assembly. The meetingwas presided by High Representative
ofthe European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
FedericaMogherini.

Themeetingwas of greatimportancesince the USistryingto

the subjectof citizenship, Rezaei Dar Afshanisaid, "Some
artists presentthese booklets with the themes of "using
bicyclesand publictransportation and tips to stay safe
crossingthe streets" to the students who use subwaysand
buseseveryday."

"For more detailed information about the cultural
products and the programs of the citizenship culture
developmentdepartment of Isfahan municipality, you
cancall 61-34467360,0r go to the website of shahrvandi.
net," henoted.

exploitthe UNGAto putonashowagainstIran. The supportof
China, Russiaand EuropeforIranDeal, officiallyknownasthe
JointComprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), clearly depicted
US'isolation.

Theissued statementcontained importantpoints.

The statementrestated JCPOA remaining signatories'
commitment to its full and effective implementation,
includingtheir commitmenttoremovingthe sanctions; they
admitted thatIran'seconomicinterestsare the vital part of
thedeal.

G+4 foreign ministers expressed theirregretover US'
exitfromthe deal,andinan open confrontation with the
US'unilateral sanctions on Iran, they expressed their
commitmentto their previousjointstatement,issued on
July 6, regardingexpanding economicties with Iran, keeping
andreinforcingeffective financial channels for transaction
with Iran, stressing continuation of Iran's oil, liquid gas
and petrochemical products export. They alsoreiterated
their commitmentto take certain and effective actions to
guarantee money transfer channelsto Iran. Considering
thenecessityand emergency to obtain tangible results, the
foreignministerswelcomed practical suggestionstomaintain
and expand payment channels, in particular establishing
a'special mechanism'for facilitating payments of exports,
includingoil,and imports, which will reassure traders to
workwithIran.

They reiterated their support for more activity to
operationalize the 'special mechanism' along with
strengthening transition toregional and international
partners.
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