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Border Ports Authority of Iragannounced thatit will
reopenthreeborder crossings with the Islamic Republic
ofIran.

Thehead ofIraq’s Border Ports Authority, Omar Al-Waeli
deniedreportsabouttheresumption oftradeactivities
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betweenIranandlraq.

“Attherequestofsome provincestoreopensomeborder
crossingswith Iran,the Border Ports Authoritysentaletter
tothelraqiPrime Minister;" he stated.

FAO hasincreased budget to support
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What's News
“Itwasagreed toreopen Shalamcheh, Zurbatiyah, and
Mandaliborder crossings one dayaweek,” Omar Al-Waeli o b .l I o o I T

[ ]

added. Cﬂpﬂ@lt ’ lll Ilg lll l’ﬂll. Ol'el'() Irangovernment
He emphasized that the decision has not been tolistbanks,
implemented so far due tonon-compliance with health insurersinnew
advice. Maximo Torero, chiefeconomist and assistant e _{ﬁ‘\vf;\j._\ II;O worthover
Rimdanb()]-de[-]-eopenedg TRICA director-general for the Economic and Social > N, Slbn
Spox Development Department at the Food and 3 The Iranian

The Rimdan border between Iran and Pakistan has
reopened since April 25,accordingtoanofficial atIran
customs.

Spokesman of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA) Rouhollah Latifi made the
announcementon Sunday, sayingthatthe Rimdanborder
wasreopened by the Pakistaniborder guardson Saturday
afternoonand 14 trucks carrying export goods have
crossed thisborder.

Accordingto the Pakistaniside, only 20 trucks carrying

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

(FAO), saysthe organization hasjustincreased its

allocation of fundsto supportcapacity building for

[ranianexperts.
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For example, FAO
is leading a multi-
year campaign to
eradicate Peste des

governmentistolistits
sharesin three banks
and two insurance
companies to raise
over $1 billion in new
financesas more public
firms launch initial
publicoffering (IPO) in
astockmarket where
trade is booming like

foodstuff can cross the Rimdan border on Saturdays, Petits Ruminants never before.

Mondays,and Wednesdays, he added, saying thathealth avirus that causes Finance Minister
protocolswillalsobe preserved due to the coronavirus N B huge  economic Farhad Dejpassand
outbreak. _ o damagetolivestock  systemstooperateandallow intensive, makingitespecially harvestprospectsare strong. said on Saturday t}_lat
Thetrans-boundary marketof Rimdan whichislocated farmersinlraninanexclusive people, especially the most  vulnerable during the That said those stocks are thelisting for the five

130 km from Chabaharin southeastIran will resume
operationinthenextfewdaystoeasetradebetweenIran
and Pakistan, Latifisaid.

OnApril 20, Iranand Pakistan exchanged views onborder
exchanges, thelatestdevelopments onthe coronavirus,

interview with the Tehran
Times, he elaborated on the
situation of food security
and agriculture during the
coronavirus outbreak and

vulnerable, to acquire what
theyneed.

Will the pandemicincrease
hungerthroughoutthe world?
Many countries are finding

pandemic. Large grain farms
are often highly mechanized
and may notbeimpeded, but
peopleneeddiversefoods.

Anotherissueisthatdeclining

increasingly concentrated in
fewer countries, whichmakes
iteven more important that
globalfood tradeisfacilitated
sothatfood cango whereitis

government-run
entities, whichinclude
Bank Mellat, Bank
Tejarat, Bank Saderat,
Alborz Insurance and

aswellasissuesrelated toborder trade and economic policies which have been waystokeeptheirfoodsupply incomes point to lower mostneeded. Amin  Reinsurance,
relationsin meeting between the Consul General of adopted to deal with the chains alive, which is what householdbudgetforfoodand Following the surge in would take place late
Iranin Quetta Mohammad Rafieiand Chief Minister of problem.Belowisthefulltextof ~ FAO has from the beginning  ultimatelylowerincomesfor  productionofhazardouswaste, nextweekinthe Tehran
BalochistanJam Kamal Khan. theinterview: insistediscrucial. Thatsaid,the ~ those who produceit. These andimproperwastedisposalin Stockexchange (TSE).

[RICAandPakistan Customshaveanagreementaccording Does coronavirusaffectfood pandemicwillsadlyprobably peopleareveryoftenalready — somecountries,soil,and water Dejpassand said

towhichthe datarelated tothe customscooperationofthe
two countrieswillbe exchanged electronically.

Eurasia,asuitable opportunityto

security? Andhow?
We should aim absolutely to
make surethatthe coronavirus

increase hunger, mostly due
tothe severe global economic
contractionitis causing. FAO

among the poorest parts of
society. Around 15 million
people in Iran’s rural areas

areatrisk of contamination,
how it would affect food
security? Whatare the waysto

the five banks and
insurers would form
an exchange-traded
fund (ETF) in a trade

expandtradecoop.betweenlran, does not worsen glob.al has consisterlltlynoted that rel.yonagricultureasasource tackletheproblem? that | ted ¢
Bel food security. That said, pooreconomicperformance ofincome.Manyoftheseown Thatquestiongoeswellbeyond at 1s expected to
elarus the COVID-19 pandemic correlates to a rise in the smallfarmsornolandatalland thepandemic.FAOisworkinga generate 165 trillion

Eurasiaisasuitable opportunity for the expansionoftrade

presents multiplerisksinthe

number of food-insecure

manyare close to the poverty

lotonwaterscarcityand water

rials (over $1 billion)

coop.eratiorllb.etween Islamic Republicoflranand Belarus. battle against hunger. First, people. line. Waterisnotabundantly managementissues,including innew finances for the
Iranian Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Reza restrictionsonmovementmay  It's hard not to anticipatea available. Improving the inlIran.Soilhealthhasbecome government.
Rahmanimadetheremarksinameetingwith Belarusian haveamaterialimpactonfood ~ significantincrease,inthetens  prospect and performance anincreasingpriority for FAO. Thelistingwould come

Ambassadortothe IslamicRepublicofIran Yurilvanovic
LazarciconSat.

Given the membership of the [slamic Republic of Iran
in Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), suitable way has
been paved for developingand deepening trade and
economicties between Islamic RepublicofIran and
Belarus,Rahmaniadded.

He sstated, “barriers existingahead of expansion and
developmentofrelations between the two countries
should be scrutinized precisely inline with removing
them."Turningtothe previousagreementsmadebetween
the two countries for strengthening exchanges and
increasingtradetiesbetween Iranand Belarus, headded,
“signingand sealinga Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA)
between Iranand Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)’s
member states paveasuitablewayforboostingtradeties
between the two countries and effective steps should be
takeninthisregard.”Hereiterated, “focusing on existing
capacitieswithfriendand neighboring countriesandalso
increasingtrade exchanges withnorthern countriesare
thegeneral policy ofthe governmentofIslamic Republic
oflraninpromotingtradeand economicties.”
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production, processing, and
purchasing. That is already
evidentforexampleinfisheries.
Second, illness and fear of
illness may reduce labor
availability. Some verylarge
meat-packing facilities in
the United States of America
have closed for this reason.
In Europe, many farmersare
worried about harvesting
important crops such as
asparagus and strawberries.
That said, food security
depends on  multiple
factors, such as availability,
accessibility,and affordability.
There is enough food in the
world toavoid afood crisis, so
itisimportanttoworkonthose
channels with well-targeted
interventions thatallow food

ofmillions globally,asaresult
of COVID-19andtherecession.
Thisgoesbeyond food systems.
Falling oil prices, for example,
will disproportionatelyaffect
major oil producers. Ontop of
that, itmaybecomeharderto
sustainreliefefforts forexisting
humanitarian programs for
food security. Thisshouldn'tbe
allowedtohappen.

How agriculture sector will
bear the consequences? In
particular,inlran?
That'savery complexquestion.
Theimportance ofagricultural
sectors is becoming more
evidenttoall,and those who
workinitarenowrecognizedas
essential.It'salsoasectorthat,
especiallywhere smallholder
farmsare the norm, islabor-
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During weekdays ending up to April
23,2020, approximately 513,000
MT of commodities worth over 595
million USD were traded on the Iran
Mercantile Exchange.

According to the report from IME
International Affairsand PR lastweek,
onthedomesticand exportmetaland
mineral tradingfloor of IME, 146,888
MT ofvarious productsworthcloseto
261 million USDweretraded.
Onthistradingfloor, 134,888 MT of
steel, 4,730 MT ofcopper; 5,980 MT of
aluminum, 150 MT of molybdenum
concentrates, 1,000 MT of coke, 140

of Iran’s smallholders -and
all farmers - is a long-term
national priority and efforts
shouldbeintensified now.
Does FAO intend to take
measures in regard to the
post-coronavirus crisis, which
mightbe hunger, damagesto
theagriculturesector, orrisein
foodprices?
FAOis workinghard to make
suretheworld’sfood systems
deliver amid the pandemic.
International cooperationis
key, and we have advocated
for dismantling barriers to
foodtrade ofallkinds, atleast
forthe duration of the crisis.
The world has ample stocks
in key commodity food
staples such as rice, wheat,
maize,and vegetable oils,and

Thereisstillalottolearn. As
with climate change, these
issuespresenttoagriculture
the challenge of findingwaysto
domorewithless.
Agricultural productivity is
quite weak in some areas of
theworld, suchassub-Saharan
Africa,and can doubtless be
increased. Countries on the
high-yield frontier are likely
totakeanincreasinglyholistic
approachtoassesstheirnatural
resource limits, whichinclude
factors such as soil erosion,
nitrate runoff,and salination.
AsFAO Director-General QU
Dongyurecently said, human
beings wouldn’tbe heretoday
ifwehadn’tbeencleverinthe
past,andsoweneedtobeclever
goingintothe future.

Trading over 313 thousand tonnes of
various commodities on IME

MT ofzincingotaswellas 16kgofgold
bullionweretradedby customers.
Thereportdeclaresthaton domestic
and export oil and petrochemical
tradingfloors of IME, 351,499 MT of
differentcommodities with the total
valueof 345 million USD weretraded.
Onthistradingfloor, 75,026 MT of
bitumen,97,600 MT of VB feed stock,
84,385 MT of polymer products,
50,000 MT oflube cutoil, 22,497 MT
ofchemicalproducts, 3,587 MT ofbase
0il, 3,000 MT of slaps waxes, 734 MT
ofinsulation,aswellas 14,670 MT of
sulfurweretraded.

more than two weeks
after an IPO for the
Iranian government’s
largest investment
holding, known as
Shasta, generated more
than $400 million.
The IPOs are part of
government plans to
use a current boom
inthe TSE to shore up
financesthathavebeen
hit by a series of US
sanctions.
Dejpassand said IPOs
for public companies
will continue in the
upcoming months
with the listing of two
major football clubsand
several refineries and
industrial units.
Trades on Saturday
added another $380
million to the Tehran
Stock Exchange’s total
value.

The minister said
booming trade in the
TSE, where overall
value has already
exceeded $180 billion,
wasagood sign foran
economy that needs
new resources for
investment.

He ruled out claims
thatthereisabubble
in trades in the TSE,
saying a handful of
companies listed on
the stock market may
have offered shares on
unrealisticprices.
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USurges
extensionof
embargoon
conventional
armssalesto Iran:
report

Repeating accusations
against Iran, the US
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo called Saturday
for the UN to extend
its conventional arms
embargo onlranbeyond
its scheduled end in
October, citing Tehran's
recentlaunchofamilitary
satellite.

Theliftingofthe embargo
was stipulated in the
multi-nation Iranian
nuclear deal concluded
in 2015, but which the
United States, under
PresidentDonald Trump,
unilaterally renounced
in2018.

He claimed Iran's
announcement
Wednesday that it had
orbited its first military
satellite demonstrated
that its space program
which Tehran has long
insisted is peaceful and
civillanwasinfact"neither
peaceful nor entirely
civilian."

The technology used
to launch the satellite
dubbed Nour, or "light"in
Persian was compatible
with thatused tolaunch
ballisticmissiles, Pompeo
claimed, according to
Daily Star.

The US Secretary of
State then reiterated
his accusations and
called forarestrictionon
Iran's missile activities,
saying "All peace-loving
nations must reject
Iran's development of
ballistic-missile-capable
technologies and join
together to constrain
Iran's dangerous missile
programs.”

Hecalled onthe European
Unionto "sanctionthose
individuals and entities
workingonIran'smissile
programs.”

Pompeo's statement
came atatime of sharp
US-Iranian tensions,
escalated lastweekafter
WashingtonaccusedIran
of harassing US shipsin
the Persian Gulf.

Trump said Wednesday
on Twitter that he had
"instructed the United
StatesNavytoshootdown
and destroy any and all
Iranian gunboatsifthey
harassourshipsatsea.”
Iran's Revolutionary
Guards, which had
announced the satellite
launch, responded by
warning the US of a
"decisiveresponse"toany
suchaction.

=

Trump and Putinissue rare joint
statement promoting cooperation

U.S.PresidentDonald Trumpandhis Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putinissued ararejointstatementon Saturday commemoratinga
1945 World War Twolink-up of U.S.and Soviettroops on theirway
todefeatNazi Germanyasan example ofhow their countries can
cooperate.

The statementby Trump and Putin comes amid deep strainsin
U.S.-Russianties overaraftofissues, fromarmscontroland Russia’s
interventionin Ukraineand Syriato U.S. charges that Russiahas
spread disinformationaboutthe novel coronavirus pandemicand
interferedinU.S.election campaigns.

Not Being Afraid of US Resultof Acting

The Wall StreetJournal reported thatthe decision toissue the
statementsparked debate withinthe Trump administration, with
some officialsworried it could undercutstern U.S. messages to
Moscow.

Thejointstatementmarked theanniversary ofthe April 25,1945
meeting on abridge over the Elbe River in Germany of Soviet
soldiersadvancing from the eastand American troops moving
fromthe West.“Thiseventheralded the decisive defeatofthe Nazi
regime,” the statementsaid. “The ‘Spiritofthe Elbe’isan example
ofhow our countries can putaside differences, build trust, and
cooperateinpursuitofagreater cause.”

TheJournal said thelastjointstatement marking the Elbe River
bridgelink-upwasissuedin 2010, whenthe Obamaadministration
was seekingimproved relations with Moscow.

According to Quran: Leader

Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khameneiwarned of the bitter
consequences of beingintimidated by the
US, saying history shows thatfear ofthe US
creates grave problems.

Trump had hoped to travel to
Moscowtomarktheanniversary.
Hehasbeen complimentary of
Putin, promoted cooperation
with Moscow, and said he
believed the Russianleader’s
denialsof Russianinterferencein
the2016 U.S.presidential election.
Senior administration officials

and lawmakers, in contrast, have been

fiercely critical of Russia, with relations between the nuclear-
armed nations attheirlowest pointsince the end of the Cold
War.

NEWS

Iran, Qatar Discuss
Afghan Developments

The highest-ranking diplomats of Iran and
Qatar talked aboutthe latest developments in
Afghanistan and efforts to help establish peacein
thatcountry.

NEWS

_HEEZM  Ceremony on

The Leader

made the
remark in
a speech

after a Quran
Recitation

Saturday. The
ceremony, which is
held every year on the
firstday of the month
of Ramadan, was held
via videoconference
with the presence of a
number of outstanding
reciters of the Holy
Quran.

After the Quran was
read by the reciters,
Ayatollah Khamenei
described the Quran as
a “BookofLife” forall of
humanity and asabook
which can bring people
blissin this world and
the next.

Imam Khameneistated
that the only way to
liberate humanity
from oppression,
discrimination, war,
insecurity, and the
trampling of values and
to establish security,
wellbeing and comfort
istoactinaccordance

with the practical
commandments of the
Holy Quran.

“One section of the
practical commands
inthe Quran deal with
organizationin life. If
organization is based
on power, money and
lust, people will be
deprived ofatruelifein
thisworld and life in the
nextworld. However, if
people organize their
lives in this world on
the basis of goodness

and good deeds, in
addition to gaining
worldly interests, they
will definitely reach the
real and true goals oflife
too.”

Using divine blessings,
such as wealth and
power, for the sake of
building other people’s
lives, helping the needy
and doing good to other
people were some of
the other practical
commandmentsinthe
Quran which the Leader
spoke about, according
toKhamenei.ir.
Ayatollah Khamenei
stressed that acting
in accordance with
another section of the
verses of the Quran
and its practical
commandments help
us organize social
relations. “Some of
these commandments
include ‘forbidding
others from backbiting
in society’ and
‘observingjustice - even
againstopponents and
enemies.”

Ayatollah Khamenei
described “refusal to
accept those matters
aboutwhich oneisnot
certain” as beingone of
the commandmentsin

the Quran, and stated
thatone ofthe common
problems ofjournalism
inthe world is failure to
actinaccordance with
thiscommand and their
effortsto createrumors
and false news.
“Unfortunately, this
problemis sometimes
seen in our society as
well.”

Ayatollah Khamenei
mentioned some
other Islamic
commandments, such as
“nottrustingor turning
tothe oppressors,” “the
observance of justice
and fairnessinlife,” and
“notbetrayinga trust.”
He emphasized that
animportantaspect of
not betraying a trust
includes fulfilling one’s
responsibility.

““Not fearing the
enemy and standing
up firmly to him’ is
one of the important
commandmentsinthe
Quran. The situation of
some Islamic countries
atthe presenttime and
their being humiliated
by the oppressive
powers is the result of
their fear ofthe enemies
of Islam,” the Leader
said.

Ayatollah Khamenei
further pointed to

Imam Khomeini’s
methodology and the
greatlessonstobetaken
from him, including not
fearing the aggressive
powers, and stressed,
“Beingintimidated by
the US will have bitter
results. Inrecentyears,
we have witnessed
in some of our own
administrations that
fear of the US created
grave problems for
them.”

The Leader stated that
“establishing the daily
prayersinan attentive
manner and for the sake
ofremembering God”
and “repenting and
asking God to forgive us,
especially inthe month
of Ramadan” prepare
the ground for spiritual
upliftment.

Ayatollah Khamenei
further expressed hope
thattheIranian nation,
Muslims throughoutthe
world, and in particular
Islamic governments
and officials would have
the blessing of acting
inaccordance with the
commandments of the
Quran, since it is the
cure forall problems.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
held a telephone conversation with his Qatari
counterpart Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al
Thani on Saturday.

Inthe conversation, Zarif congratulated the Qatari
nationand governmenton the start of the holy
Muslim month of Ramadan.

The two diplomats also discussed the latest
developmentsin Afghanistan, and Iran's efforts
to help build political consensus and form an
inclusive governmentin Kabul.

Iran hasramped up diplomatic effortsinrecent
weeks to help Afghanistan overcome the political
crisesthatarose after the presidential election
and contribute to peaceful dialogue among Afghan
groups.

Iran condemns Zionist
regime's decision to annex
parts of West Bank

Foreign Ministry spokesman said on Sunday
thatIran condemns the Zionists’ recent moves of
making new settlementsand annexation parts of
WestBankto thelandsoccupiedin 1948.
Condemning the Zionists' measures, Abbas
Mousavisaid theyareinline with US President
Donald Trump’s ominous Deal ofthe Century.
Mousavisaid such movesviolate internationallaws
andthreaten the peaceand security oftheregion.
He called on the United Nations and other
international organizations to counter
these moves as defined in their duties and
responsibilities.

Mousaviadded thatthe occupying regime of the
Holy Quds is exploiting the conditions created
due to the coronavirus outbreak; the people of
Palestine are fighting the coronavirus and other
viruses such as occupation, siege,and sanctions.
He urged the international organizations and
countries of the world to help the people of
Palestineand notletthe Palestiniansbe once again
driven outoftheirhomes.

ThelIranian foreign ministry spokesmanreiterated
thatPalestine belongs to the Palestinian people
and the Zionistregimeis an occupier and thatthe
only solution to the crisisin Palestine is holding
aplebisciteamongthe original settlers of the
country and forming a Palestinian government
basedinthe Holy Quds.

The Zionistregime of Israel has announced that
ithasplanstoannex more parts of the West Bank,
startingonJuly 1.

Rouhani: Iran Exporting
Health Supplies for
Coronavirus Fight

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanihighlighted the country’s
successin dealing with the novel coronavirus outbreak,
saying the Islamic Republichas begun to exportthe health
supplies necessary for the fight against COVID-19 after
meeting the domesticdemand.

Addressing a meeting with economicactivists from the
Iranian private sector on Saturday evening, Rouhanisaid the
Islamic Republichas successfully coped with the coronavirus
pandemic.

CommendingallIranians forjoininghandsin the fightagainst
the contagious disease, he said the administration, private
sector, non-governmental public sector, Armed Forces,
knowledge-based companies,and medical society have all
playedaroleinthenational efforts to contain the coronavirus.
Paying special tribute to the I[ranian medical personnel for
their devotion to duty, the president said, “They (health

staff) are doingagreatjob today. Thisisnotan easyjob. This
isan outstandingand greatjob when you see thatthe bulk of
peopleadmitted to the hospital are being discharged in good
health, thank God.”

Highlighting Iran’s major progress in the production of
health supplies over the pasttwo months, Rouhani said the
administration has notonly fulfilled the domesticneeds for
medicalitemsand disinfectants, but can even exportthose
products.

“The administration has permitted the Minister of Industry
to allow the plants with overproduction to export (their
output),” hesaid,accordingto dolat.ir.

Iran has achieved such a greatsuccessin coping with the
local demand for medical supplies thatitis going to export
the coronavirus diagnostic testkits in future, the president
added.

He also lauded the production of medical ventilators,
computerized tomography (CT) scan devices, N95 masksand
disinfectants by the domestic knowledge-based companies
asaremarkablejob, saying such breakthrough has been
achieved through the efforts oflocal companies, private

sectors,
administrative organizations
and banks.
Stressingthe need for closer interaction between the state-
runand private sectors, he said the social distancing scheme
istargeted only atthe battle with the coronavirus.
“Inlightofcloser contactsamongthe banks, the private sector
and the stock market, we will be able to make a great move in
the economicarena,” the presidentunderscored.



Iran takes delivery of 4th medical shipment
bought from Germany

Iranreceived 4th consignmentofits medical purchases from Germany, Managing
Director of Bazargan Customs Office in the northwestofthe countrysaid.

The consignmentarrived in Iran through Sari Suborder marketon Iran-Turkey
borderline.Sadeq Namdarsaid the consignmentweighing 20,763 kgwasimported
throughSariSubordermarketupontheagreementbetween Iranianand Turkishborder
officials.Headded thatthe consignmentwas sentto Tehran after approval, delivery,and
accomplishmentofcustomsformalities. The consignmentwhich was carried by twotrucksincluded
pharmaceuticalitems,henoted. Namdarwentontosay thatthe shipmentwasworthabout250,000
euros.Thefirstconsignmentpurchased from Germany weighing 26 tonswas delivered to Iran 23 daysago.
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Rouhani: Iran NEWS
Exporting Health news
° Iran
Supplies for —,
Coronavirus Fieht Irancondemns US
2 decision toblock
FAO hasincreased domain of Iranian
budget to support media
. o ve e Iran’s Foreign Ministry
capacltybulldmgm condemned the recent
Iran:Torero decision by the US
Treasury Department
Irangovernmentto to block the domain of
listbanks, insurersin t}%‘; Ir?nlia“ “_“egia- o
e Islamic Republic
new IPQ worthover of Iran has strongly
l$bll o condemned the decision

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

by the US Treasury
Department to block
the domain of the

04:52:06 Iranian media, which is
Noon call to prayer: contraryto the universal
13:00:54 declaration of human

rights and freedom of

Evening call to prayer: expression,”  Iran’s
20:00:24 Foreign Ministry said in
atweeton Sunday.

WEATHER

“The US regime’s act
to silence the media
makes the country into
the main violator of
the international legal
order,” the ministry
added.

Not Being Afraid of US Resultof Acting
According to Quran: Leader

Iran notinterested in escalation of tensionsin

Persian Gulf: Spokesman

Iranian government Spokesman Ali Rabiei says the

Islamic Republicdoesnotwelcomeincreased tensionsin

the Persian Gulf,and itwill doits bestto ensure security

intheregion.

Inavideo press conference on Saturday,
Rabieireferred totherecentthreats by US
officials saying thatthe Islamic Republic
hasalways expected tohear such useless
words from the United States, but Tehran
constantly hasannounced its stance.
“We and all the countriesin the region
are the greatvictims ofinsecurity in the
Persian Gulf. Amid the conditions in
the domestic economy and oil prices,
the one who benefits from insecurity in
the Persian Gulfis the United States of
America,” added Rabiei.

“Our strategy is toreduce tensionsin
the Persian Gulf, butwe warn thatif the
United Statesislooking foradventure, the
responsibility of everyincident will fallon
Washington.”

Aslongasthe United States continues
its destructive military presence in West
Asia, and refers to defeated groups and
lobbiesinrecognizingitsinterests, even
theinterests ofthe American people will
notbe protected, underlined Rabiei.
NotingthatIranisnotseekingtension
intheregionandistakingactioninits
territorial waters, the government
spokesman stated security in theregion
isIran’s main demand. Tehran has sent
several messages to theleaders of the
regional countries calling for security in
theregion, headded.

Rabiei also announced that during
Ramadan, security accords with the
countries of theregion and agreements
todeal with corona canbereviewed to
have aviolence-freeregion to cope with
the coronavirusand savelives. However,
the Islamic Republic will definitely give
thenecessaryresponse to the aggressors.
Inanother partofhisremarks, he said,

unfortunately, amid the fight against
Corona,whereall the people of the world
must unite, we are witnessing such
comments [by US officials].

“Webelieve we mustmove towards peace
in the region so that we can confront
corona. The world needs a physical and
mental security to overcome this crisis.
Unfortunately, the Americans are still
launching psychological projection,
and we know in the difficult conditions
since the outbreak of the coronavirusin
the United States, the US government,
especially the president, hasbeen trying
todivertpublicopinion from his failures
against COVID-19.Inorderto escape from
hisinternational responsibilities, he has
no choice buttolaunch psychological
projection.”

Iranian spokesperson further said the
United Statesaccuses the Islamic Republic
ofIran ofviolating the UN resolution fora
conventional actthatdoesnotcontradict
thelegal and international regulations,
butthelslamicRepublichasnodoubtthat
Washington will fail to prove this.

He emphasised thatthe Islamic Republic
ofIran believesits military and civilian
technologicaladvancesareinaccordance
with international law and saying
such advancesare Iran’s absolute and
irreconcilable right.

“Thiskind of warning from a country that
has become the number one threatto
global security,and has provenits mastery
indiscriminating againsttherulesoflaw
willnothave the slightesteffect on ourwill
tocontinue on ourlegal path.”

He also advised European countries to
learn from pastexperiences and putan
end to giving concessions to thisbully as
soonas possible. In this way, the world will
be safer amid the coronavirus outbreak
and even after corona, reiterated Rabiei.
Wehave nottaken anyaction contrary to
thelawsandresolutions, stressed Rabiei,
underlining thatthe United States must
returntoresolveitsinternal problems.

Developed nations can learn from developing

states in coronavirus fight

I'mworkinginamedical equipmentsupplier company:.I

have to go to many hospitalsand medicallaboratories to

providetheirneeds.Recently, I found outsomepointsthat

couldbeveryimportantforallhealth systemsaround the

world.

By: Ali Amiri

These days all of us are busy thinking
abouthealth and coronavirus. Up to now,
the coronavirus has sickened more than 2.7
million people and killed more than 193,000
around the world.

Developed countries had awrongimage of
the performance of developing countries in
confrontingthe pandemic crisis. Nowitis clear
that pandemic hasinfected or killed much
more peoplein some developed countries
like Italy, Spain, and the USIn decades, many
experts had argued that poor countries will
face problems when a pandemic occurs,
arguing theirhealth systemsare incapable to
control pandemicand cure the patients.
Weknow for sure thatnon-Western countries
have less medical equipment or money to
provide useful utilities to efficiently confront
the virus. They have fewer facilities to keep
people safe from the pandemic. However, such
shortages showed usitwasn'ttrue. They could
control this epidemic with low costand side
effectsbetter than expected.

Butwhatdid they do? We have two different
instances today. First Chinaand second Iran.
Coronavirus began in China. The Chinese
government ordered a strictlockdown of
Wuhan, the epicenter of this virus, for an
unlimited time.

Chinaisarich country butnotasmuchasa
Western European country. Nevertheless,
strictlockdownworked very well.

Now life has returned to normalcy in the
countryincludingin Wuhan, Hubei province.
The secondinstanceis Iran. After China, Iran
was the hardest-hit countryin Asia.

In the beginning, the government in Iran

denied any case of the coronavirusin the
country, butitacknowledged the outbreak
of the virus after two persons died of the
coronavirus on February 19. Thereafter, the
government managed the problem very well.
Inthefirststep theyactivated awartimeact.
[ronically, this pandemichappened while Iran
isunder the harshestsanctionsin history by
the United States. Its economy isinrecession,
and the health systemis facing a shortage of
medical supplies and equipment. But officials
applied practical ways to counter the crisis.
Inthe firststep, they put somelimitations on
thebroadcasting rumors about the virus also
called Covid-19.

Citizensalso did notreacthurriedly orinan
uncivilized way. They behaved normally.

The stress ofashortage of toilet paper and
foodswerenotseeninIran. Nobody attacked
stores. They did not store face masks, gel, or
toilet paper. They continued their normal
life. In the second step, they activated many
companies and military facilities and used the
capacity of volunteers to produce face shields
andgel.

You should notice that drinking alcoholis
bannedinIranand there are far feweralcohol
producersin the country. In the first week,
you could see thatthe shortage ofalcohol was
noticeable. Butlater many places, even many
mosques, started to produce medical alcohol.
The third step was very essential. The
governmentused theinternetand applications
toscreenall people by using self-declaration
information.

Iran's health system has a shortage in many
aspects. They cannothospitalize all patients.
Duetothelackof enough expertsand trained
staff, Iran used self-declaration to find the
infected people. This manner changed all
theroutine guidelines and led to improving,
managing, and allocating resources better
thanexpected.

Now, through the cooperation of the people,
new cases of coronavirus can be found and
dividedinto different groups: from moderate
tosevere. All the infected could take enough
medical servicesand attention.
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