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attractions

A

Isfahan
water
museum

water

Isfahan
museum is located
near the water affairs
organization of the
east of Isfahan, on
the way of Javan

garden, after
Shahrestan bridge,
in front of Payame
Noor Universityand;
This museum is
very amazing and
wonderful.

Thelegacy ofthe past
is not merely gold
and jewel; In this
museum ithasbeen
tried to familiarize
people with the
value of water by
collecting, keeping,
and showing the
works related to
waterlikeits finding,
transferring,
distributing,

and exploiting
operations.
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There are 5 vitrines
inthe southernside
of the museum,
two vitrines in the
external entrance,
and also two in the
internal entrance

which display
the facilities
related to water.
Five maquettes
of Rudasht dam,
water facilities
in Chehelsotoun
and Fin garden,
Isfahan water
treatment plant,
and the Zayande-
Rood tributaries
in Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari are
displayed in the
entrance and the
middle side of the
museum.

Alsoelevenpaintings
and photographs
of the dams and
bridges of Zayande-
rood were placed
on the southern
and northern walls.
Small gatheringhall
isalsosituated atthe
end of the eastern
main hall with
the capacity of 20
people. Thereisabig
electronicboard that
shows the path of
Zayandeh-Rood and
also the cities and
villages on its way.
Fourold paperbased
documentsrelated to
Isfahan water rights
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Nazri :Charity Food Served

])urmg Muharram Holy Month

According to a -300year old
tradition people of Bagh-Malek
village, Isfahan province, play
host to Arazi villagers who
come to Bagh-Malek to perform
mourningrituals.

Everyyear on the tenth day of the
mourning month of Muharram,
Ashura, people from Arazivillage
cometo theirneighboringvillage and
after performing mourningrituals
and sayingnoon prayer will be given
Nazri (charity food) cooked by all
familiesin the Bagh-Malekvillage.
Each family prepare some food and
put the beautifully decorated food
in biground trays and take them to
thevillage mosque for the mourners
toeat.

It'sanancient Persian tradition that
the people cook food and give it to
others, includingthe poor, friendsand
family,in theirreligious ceremonies.
This charity food or free food, is called
Nazri.
ThelIraniansusedtheancientPersian
tradition of “Nazr” (distributing free
foods among the people) to cook
Nazri (charity food) in Muharramand
the Day of Ashura.

It'sanancient Persian tradition that
the people cook food and giveitto
others, includingthe poor, friendsand
family, in their ceremonies.

This charity food or free food, is called
Nazri.In fact, Iranians donate food
and callit Nazr. The Nazri foods in
Muharram are Iranian foods like
Gheimeh, Ghorme Sabzi, Morgh,
Kebab, Adas Polo, and many other
localfoods. Butthe main food or Nazri
in Muharramis “Gheymeh” thatis
also called “Gheimeh Ashura” or
“Gheymeh Nazri”.

In Muharram and in Ashura days,
youcansee peoplewholineupto get
Nazrifoods. Theydoitbecause Nazri
foodsareverydelicious.

Many irreligious people and those
who are non-Muslim eat Nazrifood
in Ashuraday, only becauseit’s very
delicious. Some say: “The Ashura
dayislikeafestival of food. Many are
inthe streets and enjoy foods and
seeing each other’sinthe streets. In
fact,it’slike whathas happened to

thereligiousdaysinthe USand other
parts ofthe world.

In Ashura day, you can see the
ordinary boys and girls that have
aNazrifoodintheir hands, or eat
Nazrifoodswith each other’s,and are
happyand enjoy their day.

Shiite Muslims worldwide are
commemorating the mostimportant
daysintheirfaith’shistory during the
first month ofthe Islamic calendar,
knownasMuharram.

The holy day of Ashura, marking
the 10th day of Muharram, holds
special significance within Islam.
For Shias, the holy day of Ashura
holds additional significance to the
extentthatithighlights a centrality
of Shia faith. It marks the ten-day
siege of Karbala, and the martyrdom
of Hussein ibn Ali, grandson of the
Prophet, and his followers at the
historicbattle.

Since this significant time in
history, Ashura has manifested in
ritual mourning, remembrance
and atonementasaformofholding
witness to the moral principles of
Islam through Imam Hussein’s refusal
to assimilate to tyranny. Physical
rituals take the form of prayers,
Quranic recitations, sermons,
and elaborate processions and
reenactments ofthe Battle of Karbala.
As is common within Islam,
distributing free food to honor the
sacrifice of othersisamainstayritual
of Ashura.

InlIran,traditional foodis distributed
as Nazri (free food), like Ghorme
Sabzi or Adas Polo, but the most
traditional meal prepared for
distributionis Gheymeh or Gheymeh
Nazri (also the predominantfood for
Ashurainlraq).

The food is considered holy for
anyone who eats itor makesit. Itis
given free by individuals and private
groups as a way of completing an
offering made to God in honor of
Hussein’s martyrdom.

Nazri food distributed free by
individuals during Muharramin Iran
Often cooked in enormous copper
pots over wood-burning fires, and
thenservedindisposable containers
thatlitter city sidewalks for weeks,
the foodisbelieved to have benefits

both physical and spiritual.
Kioskscalled hayatsare setupall over
Iran. Inthe capital alone, there are
now nearly 13,000 registered hayats
making offerings of food or drink.
Everyone fromrich bazaar merchants
to high school kids takes partin the
cookingand serving ofthe food.

In Muharram and in Ashura days,
youcansee peoplewholineuptoget
Nazrifoods. They doitbecause Nazri
foodsareverydelicious.

Many irreligious people and those
who are non-Muslim eat Nazrifood
in Ashuraday, only becauseit’s very
delicious. Some say: “The Ashura
dayislike afestival offood. Many are
inthe streets and enjoy foods and
seeingeach other’sinthe streets.In
fact,it’slike whathashappened to
thereligiousdaysinthe USand other
parts ofthe world.

In Ashura day, you can see the
ordinary boys and girls that have
aNazrifoodintheir hands, or eat
Nazrifoodswith each other’s,and are
happyand enjoy their day.

Whatis Ashura?

The Day of Ashurais the 10th day of
Muharram and marks the martyrdom
ofImam Hussain, the third shiaImam.
1372 yearsagoonthe 10th day ofthe
Month of Muharram, Imam Husayn,
grandson of ProphetMuhammad and
sonoflmam Aliand his 71 supporters
wereKkilled in Karbala, Iraqgby 30,000-
manarmy of Yazid ibn Muaviye. Imam
Husayn’s family was then captured by
Yazid’s army and exiled to Sham.

In some Shi’a regions of Muslim
countries such as Afghanistan,
Iran, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Iraq,
Lebanon, Bahrain, and Pakistan, the
Commemoration of Imam Hussain
has become a national holiday
and most ethnic and religious
communities participateinit.Even
in predominantly Hindu majority but
secular country like India, Ashurais
apublicholiday”.The Day of Ashura
is also commemorated by Sunni
Muslims (who alsorefertoitas The
Day of Atonement) as the day on
which the Israelites were freed from
Pharoah of Egypt.

Ashuradayisthe mosttragic day for
allMuslims, in particular Shi’as.

This charity food
orfreefood, is
called Nazri. In
fact, Iranians
donatefood and
callitNazr. The
Nazrifoodsin
Muharramare
Iranian foods like
Gheimeh, Ghorme
Sabzi, Morgh,
Kebab, Adas Polo,
and many other
localfoods. But
themainfoodor
Nazriin Muharram
is “Gheymeh”
thatisalso called
“Gheimeh Ashura”
or“Gheymeh
Nazri”.

WHERETO STAY

Matinabad Desert Eco-Camp:
Paradise Lost

Matin Abad Eco- Resort&Orgamc Farm,Iranisone of 18 best
practicesinsustainable (Eco) tourisminitiated by governments,
NGOs,and private sectors, in developing countries, including
SIDS, with potentials for replication elsewhere. The best
practices were collected and analyzed by four main criteria:
Conservation, Community, Culture,and Commerce, initiated
by The Zeitz Foundation, the main pillars of sustainable
(eco) tourism. Matin Abad Eco- Resort & Organic Farm was
establishedin 2008. The group of experts in tourism and
naturalists wantto provide the tourists with an opportunity
foranexperienceandadventures close to the nature. Inthe
company of seasoned naturalists, touristswill experiencetreks
with camelride orwalk; they canride bikes through waves of
sandand mountainvalleys,and can even enjoy desertwalksin
thebeautiful star-litnights. Located between the sand dunes
andvastsemiarid grass-covered plainisthe camp withmodern
fac111t1es

i Seewhattravelersaresaying:
Moe420 ,Chicago, Illinois: Desertcharmand comfort
Ajewelinthedesert,andaplacetohavedesertcharmand hotel
comforttogether.Niceand cleanhotelwithgoodserviceandvery
friendly staff, which provide youall organicfood fromtheirown
farm.You could enjoy camelrides, desertoff-roading, close-by
sightseeingorjustenjoy the desertcharmthatwillmesmerize
youatthefirstglance.Wehavevisited this placeafewtimes with
familyand friendsand have enjoyediteverytime.
lorettam55, Westport, Connecticut: Ienjoyed mynighthere
Notvery far outin the desert, bur enough to get the feel of
isolation. Laid outwithroomsbranchingoutfrombothsides
ofthe centerentrance, theroomsareall on one floorand open
totheoutside.Iliked the “desert” decor ofthe room. The food
isjustokay,and the diningroom could be made tolook more
welcoming; itwasrather sterile and cold-feeling. Itwas very
enjoyabletogotothesecondfloorbartodrinkteaandlookat
the stars. [twasalsoagood place tomeet Iranians. A fire was
builtoutside,and ourgroupsatarounditand sangsongs.Alovely
experienceallinall.

WHERETO EAT

Bagheshar Traditional Roof
Restaurant: Nice Place,
Excellent Food And Price Worth

i Seewhattravelersaresaying:
RobbertV,Zuidoostbeemster, The Netherlands
:Nicelunch
Wehadlocal dishes withoutrice! Mushed lam with
potato and bread. In addition, some bird leg in
pomegranate sauce, we liked it. The rooftop seems
nicebutyou cannotseeanything.

JanezK, Ljubljana, Slovenia: for tourists
Thisisatypical Iranianrestaurantfor feeding tourists -
everythingisgood, serviceisexcellent,buttheydonot
offeragreatvariety.

amsterdamO05, Amsterdam, The Netherlands: Nice
restauranton top ofacommercial building
Nicerestaurantontop ofacommercial building. Big
enough toalsosuitbigger groups.Ontheadvice ofthe
owner, we had the kofta, two big meatballs mixed with
rice withinitaplum, inatomato sauce, with bread.
Something else than a kebab. Reasonably, tasty. We
were glad we shared the meal; itwas more than enough
forboth ofus. Very good value for money.
Efficientservice. Cleantoilets.

AliM: BestsherbetinIsfahan

This coffee shop (partof Bagheshar Restaurant) has
thebestlocationin Isfahan.Ithad traditional saffron
sherbetanditwasgreat.

Hamdi Hafez, Esfahan, Iran: unique Cafe and
Restaurant

If you want to enjoy an outdoor restaurant, try
this place. Calm, nice, traditional with good foods.
Especially for breakfastand dinner

Sh-mgh, Tehran, Iran: Nice place

The placeisalmostan openyard thereforeinacold
day orinhotsunshine, notrecommended. However,
onsummer nightsisagood choice.

The food is high quality and the price is good. In
addition, thereisalarge environmentwithlots of seats
and suitable foralarge group of visitors.




Currency slump gives rise to visits
from neighbors, sanctions wane visits

from EU

The fallin Iran’s national currency value has attracted anew wave of
visitors fromneighboring countries, particularly Iraq. According torecent
figures, thearrival of foreign tourists to Iranhashad a %45 increaseina
five-month period compared to lastyear.According to head of tourism
developmentand planningoffice atIran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Organization (ICHHTO), the arrival of foreign touriststoIran
hasexperienced a45 percentincrease inafive-month period from March
20toAugust22, with the figure standingat 3,140,003 visitors.Mohammad
Sabet-Eghlidi said the figures have been obtained from the immigration
police, addingthatthe number offoreign tourists’arrivalin Iranin the same

TECH

Pakistani ministercallsfor Iraniangas
import

Pakistan’s Minister of Petroleum and Natural Resources
said that his country requires gasimport from Iran,
however, there are some obstacles which should be
surmounted.Theissue of energyis of utmostimportance
for Imran Khan and Pakistan calls for completingIran’s
gasimportproject, Ghulam Sarwar Khan told .Pakistani
officials told [ranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif during his recentvisit to Islamabad thatIran’s
proposed gas priceis too high and Zarifassured thatIran
willreconsider the gas export price to Pakistan, Sarwar
Khan added.Pakistanisnotunder pressure of the US
sanctions for providingits needs, he highlighted, adding
thatif Tehran and Islamabad reachafinal agreement,
Pakistan willimportgas from Iran based on its national
interests.Overcoming economic challenge in Pakistan
depends on providing energy, especially gas and
electricity, hesaid,adding thatIslamabad is after tackling
energy shortage via establishing hydroelectricdam and
importinggas.

Afghanistan rejects ban onimports
from Iran

An Afghan official dismissed Sunday somerecentreports
that Afghanistan has prohibited imports from Iran.
Banhasonlybeen placed onimportsvia Farahborder
in western Afghanistan, Mozaffar Alikhani, head of
Afghanistan-IranJoint Chamber of Commerce, told.
Such prohibitionisimposed to preventviolation of
Customs’rulesanditis notrelated to the US sanctions
againstlIran, Alikhaniadded.On September 15, certain
mediareleased acopy ofaletter which was signed by
the director of Farah Customs, showing Afghanistan has
imposedrestrictions onimports of oil products, cement,
iron, ceramics and tiles from the Iranian northeastern
regionwhereisajointborder pointwith western Afghan
Farah Province.Elaborating on the issue, Alikhani said
thatalthough Afghan and Iranian Customs offices are
systematically connected to each other, and the officials
atthe Afghan Customs can watch online information
aboutexports fromand imports to the country, Farah
Customs does nothave such system, so some Afghan
businesspersons do notgive full reporton theirimports
inorderto paylower customs tariffs.He further said that
theimports from Iran are underway through Afghan
Dogharunand Nimruzborders.

0il Market Taken ‘Hostage’ by
S Arabia, Russia: Iran’s OPEC

Governor

Iran’s OPEC governor said Saudi Arabia and Russia have
taken the oil market “hostage” as US President Donald
Trump seeks toimpose fresh sanctions on Iranian oil
sales.“Russiaand Saudi Arabia claim they seek tobalance
theglobal oilmarket, buttheyare tryingto take overapart
ofIran’sshare,” Hossein Kazempour Ardebili was quoted
assaying by Shananews agency.“Trump’s efforts to cut
Iran’saccessto the global crude markethas prompted
Russiaand Saudi Arabia to take the markethostage,” he
said.Kazempour Ardebili told Reuters on Friday that the
United States will find it difficult to cutIran’s oil exports
completely as the oil marketis already tightand rival
producers cannot make up the shortfall.On Saturday he
accused Moscow and Riyadh of welcoming sanctions
againstlIran for their own gain, and warned that such
actions would damage the credibility of OPEC.
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periodlastyearstoodat2,159,882.

hasdeclined by 22 percent.

Iraqisinthelead with 1.263 millionnumber of tourists having visited Iran
inthefive-month period, followed by Azerbaijan with 619,570 tourists,
Afghanistan withabout400,000 tourists and Turkey with 330,000 tourists,
allshowingasignificantgrowth compared to the same periodlastyear.As
the number oftourists’arrival from neighboring countriesincrease, visits
from European countries have witnessed asignificantdrop. Accordingto
Sabet-Eghlidi, the visitof European tourists to Iran from March to August

The major drop has occurred in the German market. In the five-month
periodlastyear,nearly 31,000 German tourists visited Iran, while the
numberhasdroppedto 21,000 thisyear, showinga %32 decrease.

Following the Germans are French tourists, whose number of arrivals
thisyearstandsat 16,000, while the numberstoodat21,000 in the five-
month periodin2017. The number of tourists from the Netherlands

visiting Iran dropped from 12,000 to 9,000 this year, showinga 25 percent

decrease.The dropinthe number ofvisits from European countries could
beattributed tovisitor's concerns over US sanctions. As a way to tackle
thishindrance and easingentryrules, Ali Asghar Mounesan, the Iranian
vicepresidentand head of ICHTO announced in Augustthat passports of
foreigntouristsvisiting [ran willnothave tobe stamped. He said the move
isinlinewith easing of "tourists' concernsaboutvisitingIranbecause of US
sanctions."Still, the overall figures showa 4.23 percent positive growth in

thenumberofvisitorsin 2016 ascompared with the figuresin 2015, rising

from 4,901,084 touriststo 5,113,524.Asalready discussed, figures point
tomassive changesinthe number ofvisitors fromneighboring countries.
The number of Iraqi tourists in the five-month period from March to
August2018wasequalto the totalnumber of Iraqivisitorsto[ranin2017.
The considerableriseinthe numbershasbeenattributed to the currency
fluctuationsinIran, which has made the countrya cheap place to visit.

“IIran OPEC Boss Lambasts Saudi Arabia,
UAE for Welcoming Iran Qil Sanctions

Iran’s OPEC Governor Hossein
Kazempour Ardebili said notmuchisleft
of OPEC’s international credibility asan
organization thanks tothe measurestaken
by suchmembers as Saudi Arabiaand the
UAE againstother foundingmemberslike
Iran.Inan exclusive interview with Shana,
the official said Russia and Saudi Arabia
could notenhance their crude oil output
easily atleast for the next 12 months,
saying LibyaandIraq,however,areraising
their oil supply to the market.

The followingis the English translation of
theinterview.

Q: Saudi Arabia’s crude oil output is
purportedly more than whatis claimed.
Whatis the crude oil output of this country
now?

A: OPEC’s Augustreport,based onsecondary
sources, shows that Saudi Arabia’s oil
productionreached 10.401 mbd, which s
343,000 bd above its commitmentbased on
the decisionmadeatthe OPEC171st Meeting
inNovember 2016. Statistics, however,indicate
asurgeinthisfigure.Plattsand the Petroleum
Intelligence Weekly, two secondary sources,
reported Saudi Arabia’s oil production in
JuneandJulyat10.630 mbdand 10.860 mbd,
respectively. However, atthe request of Saudi
Arabia, and manipulation of these two sources,
the country’s outputwasannounced at10.320
mbd and 10.290 mbd for the two months.
These two sources losttheir credibility by
suchdoing. The reason why Saudi Arabia has
donesoisclear;becauseitdid notwanttobe
accused of distorting the marketand lowering
oilpricesandalsoincreasingoil inventories of
OECD countries.

Q: Can Saudi Arabia produce 12 million
barrelsofoiladay?

A:Wehave towait, because Saudi consumption
insummer for such sectors asrefiningand
power generationis high. However, Saudi oil
productionrecordshave neverbeenregistered
at11millionbarrels per day.Saudi Arabia has
tapped its stockpiles of about 240 million
barrelsbased onthelatestestimatestobringits
oilproductionto 12 mbd,arecord thekingdom
had previously registered during occupation
of Kuwaitby Iraq, as well as the overthrow of
Iraqidictator Saddam Hussein. Again, Riyadh
will need to tap its oil inventories to strike
such productionlevels. According to Joint
Organisations Data Initiative (JODI), Saudi
Arabia’s crude oil stockpiles stood at 325 mb
by theendof2015,butreversedin 2016 and
2017 when part of the country’s crude oil
supply of respectively 10.460 mbd and 9.954
mbd was provided by tapping the stockpiles.
The stockpilesdropped by 80 million barrels
in2016and 2017 toreach245mbin2017.
Suchlevel ofinventories would suffice for
eightmonthsif 1 mbd of crude is withdrawn
from them. Saudi Arabia can useits surplus
capacitytoscaleupits productionto 11 mbdin

fewer than 90 days, which meansitwillharm
its surplus production capacity, agitating the
prices.

Of course, I should note thata delegation
from the Departmentof Energy of the United
Statesmade ahero’sreturnhome fromavisit
toSaudi Arabiain]Juneasitwas decided that
SaudiArabia’s oil production was setforaraise
from October. Butthe country’s maximum
production capacity isthe sameasthatinJune
and July.

Q: The Joint Ministerial Monitoring
Committee (JMMC) ofthe Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
inJulyapproved of Russia’s 150,000 b/d
production increase and 100,000 b/d
productionraiseby UAEand 85,000b/d by
Kuwait. Wasitall?

A:Thisisaclear misconduct by the JMMC
because the JMMC is not allowed to re-
distribute over-compliance or production
increases of the member countries; it’sjusta
monitoring institution. Even now, countries
are almost free toramp up their output, as
Libyan production hasincreased by 926,000
bd and Nigeria over 1.726 mbd, and Iraq is
constantly increasing production, regardless
ofits commitment. In August, Iraq’s crude oil
production stood at4.649 million barrels per
day,up by 88,000b/d from October. Given the
factthatIran’soil productionisstill continuing,
theincreaseinoil productioninthese countries
couldbetranslated asanincreaseinthe global
reserves of the OECD countries and their
preparedness forreplacing the reduction
inIran’s crude oil export Whereas reducing
theinventories of OECD countries was one of
the goals of the OPEC-Non OPEC agreement
in2016. According tothe OPECreport for
September, OECD countries’ oil stocks are now
at 2.830 billion barrels, which is 194 million
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negotiated before. Implementing
ajointfinancial framework eases
the process of replacing national
currencies with dollar or other

Kileralsoassuredthatthenewlyset
upjointbankistoreceiveassistance

barrels fewer than last year levels and 43
million barrelslower thanthe average levels
for the past five years. With the continuation
ofthis production trend, undoubtedly, the
commercial stocks of these countries would
soarup again, leading to the drawing down
of oil prices, even though thereis currently an
uptrend in the marketover fearsand concerns
about the removal of Iranian oil from the
market.

Q: As you said, Iraq’s oil production is
increasing, regardless of its commitments.
Howwould OPECmembersrespondtolraq?
Andwill the Iraqioil production continue
togrow?

A:Iraq’s oil production continues to grow
thanks to the presence of international and
American energy majors in the country. The
latestreportby Wood Mackenzie (Energy
Research & Consultancy) suggests thatthe
country’s oil production will stabilize at 4.48
mbdin2019.ButasregardsdealingwithIragq,
OPECisalsoanorganization whose decision-

making mechanismrelies on the political will of

themember countries and thereis no punitive
mechanisms formembers.

Q: Whatis OPEC’s positionaboutNOPEC?
A: Studies have been conducted at OPEC
secretariatregardingtheissue of NOPEC and
political and diplomatic measures will be
taken by countries that have relations with
the United States. Of course, US blackmailing
doesnotseemto cometoanendintheworld
andtheregion. Washington may even boycott
SaudiArabiaonthe pretext of refusingto open

itsembassyinJerusalem,and block the flow of

USdollarsto this country, or eventban Saudi
visitsto US, oraskthemtoaccountforthe9/11
incident.Infact, Mr. Trump aims at the military
encounter of the regional countries, so that
US can withdraw oil from the region for many
yearsto come.

Iran, Turkey set to formjoint bank

Iranand Turkey wereannounced
tobeformingajointbankas part
of deals on the use of national
transactions.
Establishingajointbankhasbeen
suggested by the head of Iran-
Turkey business council, Umit
Kiler who hailed such amove as
'a complementary action' to
ties between the two countries.
The chiefnoted "using national

from Turkishinvestors,importers,
and exporters, MENAFNreported.

Headded "Iran and Turkey have
centuries-long mutual trade,
thus US unfair sections affect
Turkey more than the other
countries."Kiler stressed thatthe
estimated 30 billion dollars of
Iran-Turkey tradein the future can
berealized through expansion of
relations between banks in the
two countries.He also said thatan
economicdelegation comprised
of Turkish businessmen and
managers of economic sectors
are planned tovisitIraninorder
toreview new means to develop
bilateral trade and devise a
roadmap to circumventsanctions.

also been
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What's News

+US President
toAnnounce
$200blnin
TariffSon
Chinese Goodsas

Earlyas Monday
USPresidentDonald Trump
willannounce 200$ billion
intariffs on Chinese goods
early next week, despite
his administration's
ongoingtradenegotiations
with Chinese officials.
The Wall Street Journal
reported Saturday
that the Donald Trump
administration officials
are prepared to make an
official announcement
as early as Monday or
Tuesday.A White House
Spokeswoman declined to
commentto the Journal on
apotentialannouncement,
instead pointingtoaFriday
statement encouraging
Chinatoaddresstradeissues
withthe US.“The president
hasbeenclearthatheand
his administration will
continue to take action to
address China’sunfairtrade
practices. We encourage
Chinatoaddressthelong
standing concernsraised
by the Unites States," the
statementread.The news
comesdaysafter Trumpmet
withtop economicadvisers
to discuss trade moves
againstChina.On Thursday,
the presidenttweeted that
increased pressure was
havingan effecton China's
economy."Theyareunder
pressure to make a deal
withus," Trump tweeted,
addingthat "our markets
are surging, theirs are
collapsing. We will soon
be taking in Billions in
Tariffs & making products
at home. If we meet, we
meet?"Previousback-and-
forth measures imposed
by the two countries have
totaledmorethan 508 billion
inreciprocal measures, as
Chinahasretaliated against
US.Hundreds of billions
more in tariffs have been
proposed by Trump, but
those measureshavebeen
delayed while officials
determine a final list of
products.Lastweek, Trump
threatened a third round
of tariffs on another 267$
billion of Chineseimports,
covering more than total
Chinese exports to the
US.Past American tariffs
havetargeted manufactured
Chinese goods including
electronics and medical
devices, while Chinese
tariffshavetargeted exports
fromRepublican-heldstates
suchasvarious grainsand
pork.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
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EDITORIAL

The Right Of

The PeopleIs
NotForgivable

consultation
window. The
presidentis conveying
this clear message to
the people, which
ignorethemand their
desire or he is not
looking for people's
demandsandrights.
Aslongaswelookfor
internal problems
outside the borders,
none of our problems
will be resolved.
Solving the current
problems of the
Iranian economy
depends on solving
the intellectual-
culturaldependence
of the country's
economicand political
custodians towards
the West-that is the
source of sanctions
and pressures on
Iran. As long as the
top economic and
political  leaders
of the country are
seeking the solution
to the economic
problems that the
West has created
for us in solving
the problem with
west our economic
situation will surely
worsen. The thoughts
thatthe Westand the
United States use to
achieve theirsinister
intentionsinIran!
Today's war in Iran
isnotaduel butitis
a psychological and
economic war. It is
true the country's
economic situation
is unstable But
black  spectacles
exist against Iran
has created a
psychological war
betweenpeople.Awar
that has caused the
peoplenotto consider
any ofIran's progress.
Certainly, the foreign
enemy is trying to
make apsychological
war with plenty of
plans, and some
officialsare spreading
it. New intelligence
and communication
highways, especially
in the virtual realm,
provide the enemies
of the revolution
with a wide range
of possibilities to
make the strange
sounds of the war.
And officials do not
missoutonbringing
these frightening
voices, and justpour
water into their mills.
What is the goal?
Will the relationship
with the United
States  overcome
all our problems
overnight? Sowhyare
Afghanistanand Iraq
stilldependent? The
root of problems is
internal. Thinkabout
it.

Over 30 suspected of Iranian consulate

attackarrestedin Basra

Iraqisecurityforcesarrested over 30 people suspected ofattacking the Iranian

consulateinthesouthernIraqicity of Basra.

TheIraqisecurity forceshavearrested over 30 people suspected of torchingthe
Iranian consulateinthe southernIraqicity of Basra, Sky News Arabiabroadcaster
reported, citing Rami Sakini,amember of the Sairun coalition, the country's major

party.

Accordingtothelawmaker, the detainees were takentoan "undisclosedlocation."

Inastatementon Friday, Qassemiregretfully confirmed the attack on the consulate, saying the attackershave

causedserious financial damage tothebuildingby settingiton firein theirbrutal raid.

Fortunately,none ofthe staffmembers oftheIranian consulatehad been harmed thanksto pre-emptive measures

takenbythediplomaticmissionafteritreceived threatsaday earlier; he noted.

revengeon Iran: MP

Iranian embassy attack, France’ act of

Amember ofIran-France Parliamentary Friendship Group said the attack
by agroup ofterrorists onIranian embassy in Paris seems tobe anact of
revenge on the part of France against the Islamic Republic.Mohammad
Dehghantold Mehr News correspondent on Sun. that France’s approach
of double standards has facilitated the presence of terrorist organizations
inthe European country to plan for causing damage to the Islamic Republic

of Iran.“Iran’s embassy in France is part of the Iranian territory and the French

governmentisliable for protecting the diplomaticsitesand theirstaffunderinternational conventions
anddiplomaticnorms,” said Dehghan, referring to the attack by anumber of anti-Iran elements who
caused damage to the embassybuildingin Paris by throwing objectsatit, whenthey failed toinvade the
building.Dehghan then maintained thatsomereports pointto negligence onthe partof France, saying
thereissuspicionthattheterroristgroup had beenactingin coordination with the French government.

Tehran Summiton Syria Proves Iran’s Role
as Powerful Peacemaker: UK Analyst

A political analyst and author based

in London described arecent summit

between Iran, Russia, and Turkey on

Syriaas “atremendousachievement” and

said itaffirmed Tehran’s commitment

towards peace through the assertion of

the principle of sovereignty.

“I'will say first of all that the simple fact that
such asummit could take place,and more to
the pointtake placeinlranisatremendous
achievement- proofonce again thatlran sits
apowerful peacemakerindeed,” Director of
Programs at Shafaqna Institute for Middle
Eastern Studies Catherine Shakdamsaidinan
interview with the Tasnim News Agency.
Shakdam is an expert commentator and
political consultant. Her writings have
appearedin Foreign Policy Associationand the
Guardian among many other media outlets.
Catherineisalso the co-founder of Veritas
Consulting.

Thefollowingisthe full text of the interview:
Asyouknow, atrilateral summitwasheld
in Tehran on Friday between Iranian
PresidentHassan Rouhaniand his Russian
and Turkish counterparts, Vladimir Putin
and Recep Tayyip Erdogan, about the
Syrian crisis. According to Iranian Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qassemi,
the summitwas notexpected toresolveall
issuessurrounding the prolonged crisisin
Syriabutitaimedto facilitate more stepsto
combatterrorismandrestore tranquility
tothe Arab country. What do you think
aboutthe success ofthe summitaswellas
Iran’sregionalrole?

Shakdam: [ will say first of all that the simple
fact that such a summit could take place,
and more to the pointtake placeinlIran,isa
tremendous achievement- proofonce again
thatlransitsapowerful peacemakerindeed.
Given the protracted nature of the Syrian
conflict, [ think it stands toreason for Iran
towish to firstestablish a strong common
ground beforeitcould ambition toironoutall
differencesandissues-notwithstanding that
anyreal peacein Syriawould, of course, have
tobe sanctioned by Damascus government.
The summit was animportant affirmation
of Iran’sregional role and its commitment
towards peace through the assertion of the
principle of sovereignty. By commitmentto
peace,levidentlyinclude Tehran’s dedication
to see the back of each and every terror
militants.lalsobelieve thatitsignals a definite
shiftinregional dynamicsin that Turkey -
following many changes ofheart, to say the
least, is finally coming to the conclusion that
itwillfarebetterasanally and a friend of [ran
thanafoe.

What we are witnessing and have been
witnessing for a good while is a powerful
realignment of power dynamics and how
powerisbeing conceptualized inrelation to
Western powers. Western capitals are losing

'
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their grip onthe Greater Middle East.
Tasnim: The tripartite talks came as
Syrian forces continue to reclaim much
of southern parts of the country and
are poised to soon launch an offensive
inIdlib, one of the lastremaining areas
outside of Damascus’ control. Whatisyour
assessmentofthe summit’simpactonthe
military developmentsin Syria?

Shakdam: Syriaalready won the war as far as
the militaryis concerned. Itisreally amatter
of cleaningupreally.Idlibwill be thelastbattle
againstDaeshanditsoutcomeisevident. Syria
will notlose this fight. Syrians’ dedication to
Syriaand the many sacrifices made over the
years will culminate with avictory in Idlib.
That much I am certain of. What remains
unclearishow mainstream media will tell the
tale of Idliband whetherornotcertainliesand
deceptions will eventually come to light. Itis
impossibletodaytodeny ...by America’s own
admissionactually, that Washingtonis, in fact,
supporting terror militants to weaken Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad. Whatamazes
me is publicapathy before such realization.
Somuch of America’s dirty games have been
revealedin Syria ... Maybeitis time to call for
accountability in the face of crimes against
humanity. As far as whatimpact the summit
willhave on the military frontl would say that
itwill further comfortsoldiersinthe belief
thatvictoryisathand and thatsoon they will
beabletoreturnhome.Idon’tthink we can
give Syrian soldiers and theirallies enough
creditforthe featstheyaccomplished. To fight
anenemy suchas Daeshand maintain dignity
throughout, while keeping to the rules of war
isacreditto Syriaanditsallies’ courage. Letus
remember thatthis war wasimposed on Syria
andthatSyriahad everyrightto defend itself
againsttheaggressor.

Tasnim: In his remarks at the summit,
President Rouhani deplored the

Washington government’s negative role
inthe ongoingcrisisin Syria and said the
“illegal” military presence of the US will
only “increase the problems thatalready
existin the country”. Whatdo you think
aboutthe US military presence and its
bondswithterror groupsin Syria?
Shakdam: President Rouhaniis absolutely
right in his assessment of America’s
intervention in Syria. The US has no
jurisdiction over Syria. The US cannotgo about
ignoringtheinternational lawjustbecauseit
feelsentitled todoso.

Such exceptionalism cannotand should not
be tolerated. Syriaisasovereign nationand
soonlyitcandecide whose intervention is
welcomed and whose isnot. Both Iran and
Russiawere invited to enter the war theater
by Damascus. [ don’trecall President Al-
Assad extending such invitation to the US.
More to the point, the US has backed terror
militants to topple Damascus! Thisin itself
isillegal ...never mind an act of war against
asovereign state. America, in the name of its
exceptionalism, has perpetrated atrocities
on Syrian soil. Such actions ought to be
denouncedin the strongestterms possible.
Iranisactinginaccordance with international
law by speaking out against America’s
intervention.

It is incredible how short a memory the
publichas whenitcomes tothe Middle East
and in particular Washington’s military
interventionism. Crying out democracy-
buildingisnotajustification for war. Claiming
tohavelofty goals doesnotmakeitsobyvirtue
ofgeography. This notion thatthe Westknows
better andisbetterisludicrous and frankly
irrational. If we keep in mind justhow many
warsthe UShasbeenresponsible for overthe
decades ...never mind the centuries, we ought
torethink our assessment of the so-called
westerndemocraticmodel.

NotaneasytimeatallandnothankstoUS

NEWS

US embassydismisses fake newson
meetingof Iran-US envoys toformnew
Iraqigovt.

Official Twitter of US Embassy in Baghdad dismissed the
reports onthe meetingbetween Special Presidential Envoy
BrettMcGurkand Iranian Quds Force's Commander Ghasem
Soleimanitodiscuss forminganewIraqigovernment.

"The Embassy is aware of false mediareports that Special
Presidential Envoy BrettMcGurkand anIranian General metto
discuss forminganewIraqi government. Thereportsare fake
news.Nosuchmeetingeverhappened,” wrote Charles Cole, US
Embassy Spokesmanin Baghdad early on Sunday.

Earlier, Kuwait's Al-Jarida newspaper quoted an unknown
source claiming that Brett McGurk, US President Envoy for
Global Coalition to defeatISIL has metwith Ghasem Soleimani,
the commander of Iranian Revolutionary Guard Crops’ (IRGC)
QudsForce onSaturdayin Baghdad.

Thesourcesclaimed thatthe visitwasarranged attherequest of
McGurk,and the Americanside hasrejected US roleintorching
[ranian Consulatein Basrah.

Sourcesadded that McGurkasked Soleimani that the two
countries should setaside their differences and cooperate to
supportthenewIraqigovernment.

London Mayor Callsfor Second

Referendum on Brexit: Observer
Londonmayor Sadiq Khanhas called foranotherreferendumon
Britain’s European Union membership,addinghisbackingtoan
ideaknownasa“People’sVote”.

Britainis duetoleave the European Union on March 29. Butwith
Prime Minister Theresa May’s Brexit plans stillnotaccepted,
somelawmakers, as well as union and businessleaders are
increasingly arguing for people to have a final say on any deal
struckwith Brussels.

May hasrepeatedly ruled outholdingasecond referendum
following the vote two years ago to leave the EU. She says
members of parliament will get to vote on whether to accept
anyfinal deal.

Theinterventionin favor ofasecond referendum from Khan,
aseniormember of Britain's opposition Labor Party, will put
more pressureon Laborleader]Jeremy Corbyntoalso support
thesecondreferendumidea, Reutersreported.
Laborisduetostartits four-day annual party conferenceina
week’stime.

Trump-Matiss confrontation rising:

Americanpaper

TheUSSecretary of Defense disagrees with the US Presidentover
Washington'swithdrawal from Irannuclear dealandisatodds
withhimonthe effectofthemove,aUSmediawrote.

TheNew York Timesinanarticle on Saturday wrote aboutthe
ongoing dispute between Donald Trump and James Mattis,
saying, 'Over the last four months alone, the presidentand
the defense chiefhave found themselves at odds over NATO
policy, whether toresumelarge-scale military exercises with
South Koreaand, privately, whether Mr. Trump’s decision to
withdrawthe United States fromtheIrannucleardealhasproved
effective. Twomonthsago, the USPresidentblewup the meeting
between Mattis and the defense officials of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) which had been scheduled for
months. The Pentagon chiefand other officialshad called on the
representatives of other countriestofinalize the deal before the
arrival of USpresidentin Brussels.Withregard to US-South Korea
jointdrills, President Trump turned a deaf ear to Mr. Mattis's
advice and suspended the drills toadvance talks with North
Korea. Atanews conferencelastmonth, Mattis said major drills
betweenthe United Statesand South Korea mightberesumed,
but Trumptwitted, Thereisnoreasonatthistimetobespending
large amounts of money onjoint US-South Koreawar games.'

The world waits to see what the Syrian Arab
Army and allies are going to do now thatthe
“West” haswarned itwill attack Syriaifthere’s
afullscaleassaultontheterroristsinIdlib.
[would humbly suggest surrounding Idlib
with asingle exit corridor for civilians and
starve al-Qaedaand therestofthe terrorists
into submission. Syria canappeal for support
onthecivilian questioninIdlib.
Aretheterrorists going to make hostages of
theciviliansthere? And then whatdoyoudo
with the terrorists? Where do they go ifthey
ever are crushed and leave Syria? I suggest
the US, which has coddled the morons, invite
themtoDC.Ican'timagine Erdogan or Europe
wants them, even though they were literally
created and funded by both the USand Turkey,

and the Saudis especially. Best would be that
theylaydowntheirarmsandifanyareactually
Syrians, they submitand re-integrate into
Syriansociety as civilians. The rest mustgo.
Atthis pointthereal dangeris whether the
“West” can admit defeat in Syria and get
outandletSyriarecover.Ifor one cannot
understand why Syriais a problem for the US,
orIranforthatmatter.IsANY independent
state in the Mideast thatisn’t comfortable
with US or Zionistimperialism at risk? [t
seems so. The Syriansare NOT going to attack
the Zionists directly except with language and
havenotdonesosince 1973 during the Yom
Kippurwar.

The war almosttoppled the Zionists, except
thatthe US steppedinand gave [srael massive

backup and refreshed military equipment.
Itseemsthe USanditsalliesand the Zionists
never had any plan for the Mideastbut chaos
- aimed at making “Israel” indomitable.
NotlIraqor Libyaor Yemen or Syria or Iran
have everreally presented any danger to
the U.S. or Israel, exceptideologically.There
are so many threads to UShostility, perhaps
includingafearthattheintegration of Eurasia
based on Chinese initiatives will dethrone
the hegemony ofthe US economically ifand
when Eurasia prospers, and thatincludes
Iran prospering, too. The U.S.refusaltoaccept
and evenintegrateitselftoamultipolar world
doesindeedrisksparking World War 3 where
the primary actors would likely be Russiaand
Chinaallied withitsalliesagainstthe US.

The
entire world is grappling with
a situation in which the Neocon conned
Washingtonis so determined to overthrow
Assad and leave Syriain the same chaos as
Iraqand Libya, for examples, thatthe Trump
administration seems willing to risk war with
arguably the bestequipped nucleararmed
power, Russia. Neverbeforeinrecenttimes
haveirrationality and even immorality had
suchagrip onany government.
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Army commander says no danger

The commander of the Iranian Army’s ground forces says nothing threatens the
Islamic Republic, butthe Armed Forces are ready to deliver the enemies a “strong
IassuretheIranian people thatno dangerthreatens the country,
and thatthe countryisnotonthe brink ofwar,” Brigadier General Kioumars Haydari
saidin the western Hamadan Province .“This, of course, does not mean neglecting the
principle ofreadiness because, as stated by the commander-in-chiefand Leader of the

Islamic Revolution [Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei], the Armed Forces mustalways feel themselvesin the
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Forgiving others
fault is a good thing.
However, forgiveness
is good as far as the
perpetrator has only
harmed you and you
arenotinapositionto
forgive therightsofthe
people Evenifyouare
president! However,
these days Forgiving
people'srightsisdone
in the country. If this
were not the case,
Mr. Rouhani did not
appoint Mr. Valiollah
Saif as his advice on
monetaryand financial
affairs. The onewhois
currently in charge of
thejudiciary; someone
who had been driven
outofthe Central Bank,
by the public opinion
and despite the desire
ofthestate. Thistimehe
hasreturned fromthe
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trenches,” he added. Haydari hailed the Army’s defensive and combatreadiness, sayingithad reached such
alevel that “those claiming hostility with Iran have now resorted to non-military machinations.”

Isfahan trees benefit
ofhigh tech with
digital 1) tags

Announcing the replacing of urban grasses with
drought tolerant lawn grasses in 217 thousand
square meters of the green space of Isfahan, the
CEO of the parks and green space organization of Isfahan
municipality said, "Resistant trees like evergreen oak and
celtis australis will be the replacement of the dead trees, since

thesetrees need less water."

Explaining the activities that parks and green space
organization of Isfahan has takenregarding the water
crisisand drought, Forough Moertezaeenejad said,
"making forward-looking predictions about water
resources shortage, the new instructions of reforming
theirrigation ofthe urbantreesand shrubs was delivered
tothe contractors ofthe green space maintenance. The
training programs were also held this April for different
skill levels oflaborers and experts with the purpose of
optimalirrigationand preventingwaterloss."

Pointing to the training of five thousand citizens during

Currencyslump givesrise tovisits from
neighbors, sanctions wane visits from EU

it

the summer days under various topics such as; water
consumption, maintenance and nutrition of the special
andindoor plants, he said, "holding different training
courses and classes in the cultural centers of the
municipality has planned in thisregard." Saying that
preservingthe green space and the existing treesis one of
the priorities of this organization, shenoted, "Developing
the green space by usingplantspeciesresistantto water
shortageis carried outasthe pilot."Referringto the three
million trees throughoutthe city, Moertezaeenejad said, "
installing digital tree signs to identify and manage urban
treesare among the programs of this organization to
aware ourselves about theirlastconditionsand also the
probable damages."

Isfahan needed traditional urban facades

"Traditional architecture does not necessarily

mean to use old styles; moderninspiring look to
traditional materials in the facade of buildings
is a positive step toward the architecture future of ancient

Isfahan," an architecture PHD holder said.

“Modernuse of brickin the facade of Isfahan buildings
isaproperactiondue to the historical background of
this material; buttheir harmony with the surrounding
texture is a high priority. Despite different tastes and
approachestobuilding design, contractors should
maintain architectural principles as many imitative and
repetitive facades are expandingin Isfahan,” Mehrnaz
Ostovari stated.

Imitating the architectural styles or using
disproportionate stylesare notin harmony with Isfahan
identity; for example,amodernbuilding in the middle
ofaworn-outtexture with simple facades would violate
the architectural vision of the city. Innovation design
approachisusefulinthisregardaslongasitobservesthe
harmony with the surrounding buildings; unfortunately
thisprincipleisignoredinIsfahan,” she said.

"Beautiful lattice works are the abundance patterns
in many historical buildings of Isfahan such as Hakim
Mosque. Using thislattice patternsin the facade of the
citybuildingsisaninspiration oftraditional architecture
of Isfahan thatif correctly designed, they will have
positive effectsin the appearance of the city. Using these
architectural methodsinvariousstyles while considering
the principles ofarchitecture canlead to adiversity and
harmony inthe type and style of Isfahan urban design.
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