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NEWS

Science min. to support natl.,
intl. researches in fight against

coronavirus

The Ministry of Science, Researchand Technologywillback
nationalandinternationalresearchesinlinewith combating
coronavirus,alsoknownas COVID-19.

Masoud Boroumand Deputy Ministry of Science, Research
and Technology for Technology and Research Affairsina
separate letters sentto the Ministry of Healthand Medical
Educationand chancellors of the universities, higher
education centersand IT parksannounced, “National
Supercomputer Networkofthe Ministry of Science, Research
and Technology will backall national and international
researchesinline with fightingagainst coronavirus, also
knownas COVID-19,and socioeconomic consequences of
itsspread.”

Thetextoftheletterisreadasfollows, “whilewishinghealth
and wellbeing for all the noble nation of IslamicIranand
hoping to overcome problems caused by the outbreak of
coronavirus,all researchersand academics are informed
thatthe National Supercomputer Network will backaall
nationalandinternationalresearchesinlinewith combating
coronavirus and socioeconomic consequences of its
outbreakwholeheartedly.”

This network will provide its software and hardware
facilities to the researches related to the subject of
coronavirus.

Hereby,allresearchersand technologists, whoneed fulfilling
calculationsand advanced simulations for the removal of
problems caused by coronavirus,are cordiallyrequested to
sendtheirrequeststothe National Supercomputer Network
ofthe Ministry of Science, Research and Technology directly.

Iran-made system able to diagnose
COVID-19inless than 2 minutes

Researchers at Sharif University of Technology have
designed and developed an Al-assisted system that can
diagnosethenovel coronavirusinafewminutes.
The‘COVID-19 Diagnostic System, whichwasunveiled on
Saturday, uses artificial intelligence algorithms via chest
CTscanstodetectcoronavirusin patientswith 97 percent
accuracy.

Thesystemhasbeendesignedand developedbyresearchers
atthe SharifUniversity of Technologyin cooperation with
universities of medical sciencesacrossthe country.
Dr.Hamidreza Rabiei, the projectmanagerandamember of
World Health Organization Al committee, said the systemis
abletodiagnose COVID-19inlessthantwominutes.

“We studied chest CT scans of healthy people, COVID-19
patients and those who were nothealthy but were not
infected by COVID-19 foramonth. The experimentwasa
success,and nowwe candetectthevirusin patientsinless
thantwominutes,” he explained.

Iran’sdailyproduction offace
masks to hit4mnbymid-April

Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Reza Rahmani
said the daily production of face masksin Iran will hit
4 million by mid-April amid the country’s efforts to
containthe coronavirus pandemic.

Henoted thatpriorto the outbreak of coronavirusin
Iran, the country’s production capacity for face masks
stoodat700,000withadailyproduction of300,000.
“Now, the production units are working three shifts
round-the-clock,”headded.

Rahmani also maintained that the country has
imported nearly 20 million face masks since the
outbreak.

According to him, the country’s production of
detergentshasincreased eighttimes since February,
while the productionofalcoholhasgrownby 20.
“Theproduction oflatexgloveshasdoubled. Beforethe
outbreak, we produced 2 million gloves per day, now
thenumberstandsat4.5 million,” he said.

“Tehran’s Clothing Unionis producing 5,000 pieces
of protective gear per day and delivering them to
hospitals,” Rahmaniadded.
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Intl. oil market cornered by coronavirus, Iranian

economy remains resilient: energy expert

PresidentofVienna Energy Research Group

believestheIranian economywas oil-reliantbut

the countrylearnt, under US sanctions, howto

scaffoldits oilindustryand economicstructure

overtheyears. Presently,Iranisnotaloserinthe

coronavirus-hitglobal oilmarket.
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Under the
coronavirus
pandemic, world

NO 454

oil consumption s
NEWS remarkablyreduced
NEWS and crude pricesare

I being pushed into

negative territory.
Despitethe demand shockand
loweredrefineryrun (someup
to30% oftheir capacity),some
of the most powerful crude
producers, with shrinking
storage space, have started to
increasetheiroutput.
Megaproducerswereallowed
toramup productionthanksto
therecentlyexpiredthree-year
pactbetween OPECand non-
OPEC,whichurged partnersto
cutoutput.
Thesituation canbetranslated
inshortas: "Theworldwillrun
outofcrudestorage capacityin
the future, ifproducersdonot
cometoan oil production cut
agreement,soon.”
For sure, the COVID-19
pandemic, as an
unprecedented predicament,
requiresan unprecedented
level of international
cooperation.
Saudi Arabia has called foran
extraordinary OPEC virtual
meeting withitsalliesin the
hope ofreachingafairsolution
torestoreadesired balance of
the oil markets. The webinar
was supposed tobeheld on
April 6 but is postponed to
April8or9,toallowmoretime
for negotiations among oil
producers on crude supply
cuts.
In an interview with Mehr
news, the Iranian president
of Vienna Energy Research
Group, Fereydoun Barkeshli,
elaborated on the present
conditionsoftheinternational
oil market and the role its

participantsare playingunder
the coronavirusoutbreak.

How coronavirus has
influencedintl. oilmarket?
Coronavirus hit the world
economyinseveralwayswhich
madeitunprecedented and
differentfrom other pandemic
viruses. Mostifnotallrecent
pandemicsstartedand affected
developingcountriesand often
poorestpopulous countries.
The virus spread from the
world's second economies,
China, that is considered a
globalengine of growth. Asthe
engineofworld energygrowth,
most oil and gas producers
have eyed Chinaastheirmain
target.

TheMiddle Eastisparticularly
important for China for its
proximityandreliability. Onthe
otherhand, the Middle Eastis
consideredamajorcomponent
ofthe Chinese Beltand Road
[nitiative.

Having said that the
international oil marketlost
nearly 10 million barrels of
crudeoilmarketwithinashort
spanoftime.
Whoarethewinnersandlosers
ofthepresentcondition?
Coronavirus has impacted
negatively the entire global
economy. Thereare virtually
no winners. However, oil
consumers might have
benefited from lower oil
pricesandabundantsupplies.
Nevertheless,theworldmarket
ishighly globalized and when
oilproducersearnlessrevenue,

Solution: NO 453

©
oo

During the first 15 days of
the new Iranian calendar
year which began on
March 21, the National
Iranian Drilling Company
(NIDC) has drilled six oil
and gas wells.According
to the company, Director
of Consolidated Planning
of NIDC Babak Zangeneh

theyspendlessinconsequence
andtheirimportsaresqueezed
bylackofincome.

Infact, thereare morelosers
thanwinners.

There are currently some 15
to 18 million barrels a day of
oilproduction forwhichthere
arenoconsumersand even oil
storage capacities of producers
and consumersarealready full.
Buyershavenoappetite tolift
oilwhichispurchased.Demand
foroilis virtually destructed.
Many high-price productions
and most notably shale oil
and offshore productions
arenearly halted or reduced
output.

OPEC Secretariat estimates
thatsome 20 percentofworld
oildemand is gone for the first
halfof2020.
DoesIranstillhave awordin
OPEC?

This is a good question. In
fact, thishasbeenafrequent
questioninrecentmonths.
Myanswerisabsolutely Yes!
OPEC was created 60
years ago. In September
we will be celebrating the
60th anniversary of the
organization. In these six
decades, member counties
have fought, have occupied
each other’sterritories, have
beenarched enemiesbutthe
organization has survived.
OPECisnotaboutshort-term
events.
Iranisafoundingmember of
OPEC, while the United States
has frequently sanctioned oil

producers. Libya, Venezuela,
Nigeria, Angola, Ecuador, Irag,
and Iranhave experienced US
sanctions.Iranand Venezuela,
together own 40 percent of
OPECtotal crude oilreserves
and are under US sanctions.
In fact, the United States
has often used sanctions as
ameans foritsinternational
market management. The
number of countries that
have experienced sanctions
by the US is more than non-
sanctioned ones. In OPEC,
decisions are takenbased on
aunanimous vote and each
memberhasan equal voting
right. Nevertheless, it's
importanttoadoptand apply
awistful energy diplomacy for
the country. The shortage of
anactiveand long-sighted oil
and gas diplomacy should not
necessarily be attributed to
sanctions.
Howdoyouassesstheimpact
of COVID-19onlran'ssituation
inintl. market?

I consider the current oil
marketworkinginfavorofIran.
[ranisanimportantproducer;
however, mostofitsproduction
is consumed domestically.
Iranianpetrochemicalindustry
hasanimportant share, too.
[tisnowusingabigvolume of
Iran'soiland oil productsand
gas.Refinerieshave expanded
capacitytooand exportrefined
products. Assuchthe country
isrelatively less dependent
oncrude exportearnings, but
productswithaddedvalue.

Sixwells drilled by NIDC in halfamonth

Iranian South Oil Company
(NISOC).NIDC enjoys 70
offshore and land drilling
rigs.In late January, an
official with the company
had said that drillings
of oil and gas wells have
hit over 132,000 meters
during the past 10 months.
Mohammad Al-Khamis,
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What's News

OPEC+
meeting
delayed as
Saudi Arabia
and Russia
rowoveroil
price collapse:
sources

OPEC and Russia
have postponed a
Monday  meeting
to discuss oil output
cuts until April 9,
OPEC sources said on
Saturday, as adispute
between Moscow and
Saudi Arabia over
who is to blame for
plunging crude prices
intensified.The delay
came amid pressure
from U.S. President
Donald Trump for the
Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting
Countriesled by Saudi
Arabia and its allies,
a group collectively
known as OPEC+,
tourgently stabilise
global oil markets.

0Oil prices hit an 18-
year low on March
30 due to aslump in
demand caused by
lockdowns to contain
the coronavirus
outbreak and the
failure of OPEC and
otherproducersled by
Russiato extend adeal
onoutput curbs that
expired on March 31.
OPEC+ is working
on a deal to cut
the production of
oil equivalent by
about 10% of world
supply, or 10 million
barrels per day,
in what member
states expect to be
an unprecedented
global effortincluding
the United States.
Washington, however,
has yet to make a
commitment to join
the effortand Russian
President Vladimir
Putin on Friday putthe
blame for the collapse
in prices on Saudi
Arabia - promptinga
firm response from
Riyadh on Saturday.
“The Russian Minister
of Energy was the
first to declare to
the media that all
the participating
countriesareabsolved
oftheir commitments
starting from the
firstof April, leading
to the decision that
the countries have
taken to raise their

said the wells included 2 the company's drilling production,” Saudi
development wells and 4 operations deputy, noted Energy Minister
workover projects, Shana thatamongthe wells were Prince  Abdulaziz
reported on Saturday. 35 development/appraisal bin Salman said in a
Allthe wellsareinthefields wells, 2 exploration wells, statementreported by
operated by the National and59workoveroperations. statenewsagency SPA.
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Asa’ibAhlal-
Haq Warns of US
Plan for Long-
Term Presence
inlIraq

A senior member
of Iragi movement
Asa’ib Ahlal-Haq - an
offshoot ofthe Popular
Mobilization  Units
or Hashd al-Shaabi -
warned thatthe USis
working on a long-
term plan to stabilize
its military presence
inlragq.
In an interview with
AlMayadeen, member
ofthe political bureau
of Asa’ib Ahl al-Hagq,
Saad al-Saadi, said
Americans have
devised strategies for
the future of Iraq and
areplanning forlong-
term presence in the
Arab country.
The main purpose
behind the recent
American moves in
Iraqistopave the way
for the redeployment
of USmilitary forcesin
the country, he added,
noting, “These moves
are aimed at new
dispatch (of US troops)
tolraqg, notleavingthat
country.”
Saadi further hailed
thelraqi Parliament’s
historic decision to
ratify a bill on the
expulsion of American
forcesfromhis country
after the widespread
crimes committed by
Americans, stressing
thattheIraginationis
opposed tooccupation
andrejectsthepresence
of American forces.
He finally condemned
the US acts of
interference in the
formation of the new
Iraqi government,
saying Washington is
brazenlyinterveningin
the political processes
in Iraq and mounting
pressuresonnew prime
minister-designate
Adnan al-Zurfi in
the course of cabinet
formation.
InearlyJanuary,Iraq’s
parliament passed a
resolution telling the
governmentto end the
presence of foreign
troops in Iraq and
ensure they notuseits
land, air,and waters for
anyreason.
Themove cameafterthe
assassination of IRGC
QudsForce Commander
Lt.General Soleimani,
the deputy head of
Hashd al-Shaabi Abu
Mahdial-Muhandis,and
anumberofothersina
USairstrikein Baghdad.

Highriskjobs toremain shutdown
until April 19: Pres. Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said Sun. thatjobs with the
highestrisk of exposure to coronavirus will remain shutdown
until April 19, whilelowriskjobs may resume activity from April
11.“Botheconomicactivitiesand health protocolscanbe carried out
together. Allouradministrative, productive and economicactivities
mustcontinue, provided thatall health protocolsare followed by
everyone,”’ PresidentRouhanisaid on Sunday duringameeting of
thenational HQ to combat coronavirus.

Henoted thatthe ‘smartdistancing’ planwas discussedinlength
during the meeting on Sunday.’Alllow riskjobsinall provinces

acrossthecountrycanresumeactivityfrom April 11,”the president
said. “Buthighriskjobs,suchassports complexes, willremain shut
downuntil April 19.Further decisionsregardingthese professions
willbe made afterward.”“As suggested by the Ministry of Health,
we have decided to go by a step-by-step process regarding the
resumption ofactivities,"headded.
AccordingtoRouhani,governmentofficesacrossthe countrywhich
havebeenactive so farwill continue theirworkwith two-thirds of
their personnel presentattheirworkplace from April 11."Anyone
whohas contracted coronavirusis prohibited from going to work
ortopublicplaces. Failure to inform the workplace ofhavingbeen
infectedis consideredacrime,” the presidentwarned.

Rouhani wenton toreassure people that 85% of cases have

recovered by self-quarantine
and withoutany treatment.
The president also
informed that any
commute between
provinces is prohibited
untilApril 19.

Educational centers and
religioussiteswillalsoremain
shut until April 19, Rouhani
added.

He said the next meeting of the anti-
coronavirus HQwill convene on April 12.

US Accused of ' Modern Piracy' after Diversion

of Masks Meant for Europe

About 200,000 N95 masks were diverted
tothe USasthey were beingtransferred
between planesin Thailand,according to
the Berlin authorities who said they had
ordered the masks for the police force, the

Guardianreported.

%&Qt

Andreas Geisel, the
interior minister
for Berlin state,
described the
NEW S diversionas “anact

NEWS of modern piracy”
S appealed to
the German government to
demand Washington conform
tointernational tradingrules.
“Thisisnowaytotreattrans-
Atlanticpartners,” Geisel said.
“Evenintimesofglobal crisis
there shouldbe nowild west
methods.”
The German reports said
the masks had been made
by a Chinese producer for
the US company 3M, butthe
firmissued a statementon
Friday nightsaying: “3M has
no evidence to suggest 3M
products have been seized.
3Mhasnorecordofanyorder
ofrespirators from China for
the Berlin police. We cannot
speculate where thisreport
originated.”
The German allegations
added to a chorus of
complaintsaboutthe Trump
administration’s practice
asthe USwields its cloutin
a marketplace for scarce
medical supplies that is
becominga free-for-all, with
nation competing against
nation.
Valérie Pécresse, the
influential president of the
{le-de-France region, which
includes Paris, described the
racetogetmasksasa“treasure
hunt”,
“Ifound astock of masks that
wasavailableand Americans
- I'm not talking about the
American government -
but Americans, outbid us,”
Pécressesaid. “They offered
threetimesthepriceand they
proposed to pay upfront.
Ican’tdo that.'mspending
taxpayers’ moneyand I can
only pay on delivery having
checked the quality,” shesaid.
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“Sowewere caughtout”
Pécresse said she had finally
obtained a consignment of
1.5mmasksthankstothehelp
of Franco-Chineseresidentsin
theParisarea.

Her comments follow
allegations from two other
Frenchregional heads that
unidentified Americanbuyers
outbid on mask shipments,
includingoneinstancewhena
consignmentwasreportedly
“onthetarmac”tobeflownto
France.

“We really have to fight,”
Jean Rottner, a doctor and
president of the Grand Est
regional council, told RTL
radio. His area had been
particularly badly hit by
Covid-19 cases.

Following reporting on his
comments, Rottner said on
Twitter that it was not his
order of 2m masks that had
beendiverted,althoughitwas
“common practice”.

The French media have
started calling the rush for
equipment“maskwars”.

The American 3M company,
which makes the N95 mask
(commonly known as a
respirator, which provides
better protection than an
ordinary surgical mask) said
on Friday that the Trump
administration had asked it
toincrease shipmentstothe
USfromitsfactoriesoverseas,
andithadsecuredagreement
from Chinatoship 10mmasks
from 3Mplants.

But 3M said the
administrationhad also told
the companytostop exporting
masks from US production
sites to Canada and Latin
America. The company said
thedemandraises “significant
humanitarianimplications”
from stopping shipments
intended for healthcare
workers, and warned it
would backfire by triggering
retaliation from other
countries.

“Ifthatwereto occur, the net
number of respirators being
made available to the US
wouldactuallydecrease,” the
statementsaid. “Thatisthe
opposite of what we and the
administration, on behalfof
the American people, both
seek”

Canada’s prime minister,
Justin Trudeau, said the US
movewasa “mistake”, noting
that the US also imports
medicalsuppliesfrom Canada.
Inthe scramble formasksand
other criticalmedicalsupplies,
the US has a significant
advantageinitsfleetoflarge
air freighters, threetimesthe
size of China’s. Buyers from
national governments, US
statesand private buyersare
goingthrough anetwork of
brokers, manyin Shanghai.
One broker, Michael Crotty,
who runs Golden Pacific
Fashion&Designin Shanghai,
told the New York Times that
Chinese factories sometimes
move the highest-paying
customersto the frontofthe

line. “It’'saseller’s market,”
Crottysaid.“Youdon'tsee this
very often.”

Personal connections often
provide a decisive edge.
Robert Kraft, an American
billionaire businessman,
lent a Boeing 767 to the
Massachusetts governor,
Charlie Baker,whowastrying
to transport 1.2m masks
he had bought in China to
Massachusetts.

The plane was one of two
thatKraftboughtforthe New
England Patriots NFL team,
which helped organize the
shipment, with the help of
China’sconsulgeneralinNew
York,Huang Ping, whokepthis
office open over the weekend
toprocessthedocumentation,
accordingtoanaccountonthe
Patriots website. The plane
wasallowedtolandaslongas
the crewdid notdisembark
anditstayed onthegroundin
Shenzhenforlessthanthree
hours. The plane left with
threeminutestospare.
Speakingon Thursdayinfront
ofthe plane, Baker choked
up with emotion. “This gear
will make an enormous
difference,” the Republican
said. “It’s not a secret that
securing[personal protective
equipment] has been an
enormouschallenge. And we
will continue to come upwith
ways to chase more gear to
keep our frontline workers
and patients safe. We need
more, we will always need
more.”
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Defense Ministryto
produce third generation of
COVID-19testkits

Ahighranking official with the Iranian Ministry of
Defense said thatscientists of the body are working
toproducethethird generation of COVID-19 testKits.
Thenewscomesasthebodyhasalreadyunveiledand
mass-produced two generations oftestkitsin the past
40days.

“First-generation kits identified N gene; we have
designed and produced the second generation ofkits
thatwere stronger regarding the detection ability.
God willing, we willhave the third generation ofkits
thatwillrely on Rdrp gene,” said Reza Allahveren,
head ofthe emergencyand medical departmentofthe
ministry,on Saturday.

“Wewill have no problem for the production of test
kits,” he highlighted.

“The Defense Ministry’s duty in the first placeisto
provide defense equipment for the armed forces,
however, given the scientific capacity ofthebody, we
canaddresstheneeds ofthe countrywhichisnow
happeningduringthe COVID-19 outbreak.”

Last week, the ministry unveiled the second
generationoftestkitsabletodiagnosethe COVID-19
diseaseinlessthanthree hoursand with 98 percent
accuracy.

Iranian Defense Ministry started mass production of
facemasks, disinfectants,and protective clothes from
the early days the outbreak hitIran. The bodyalso
unveiled advanced thermal camerastobeusedasa
screeningtoolin crowded places.

INSTEX has no regular
rhythm; Iran’s official

Amemberoflran Chamberof Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture, Ali Shariatitold ILNA on
Sunday thatifINSTEX doesn'toperational now, itwill
notcome up withmore economicbenefits.

Speaking to ILNA news agency, the [ranian official
told thatlranisfacingamajor challenge controlling
the coronavirus outbreakand, onthe otherhand, is
sufferingfromU.S.sanctionswhichhinderitsaccessto
drugsand medical equipment,so INSTEXmechanism
mustbe operational today.

“INSTEX has been created to provide food and
medicine, butithasnotyetbeen operationalized,
although there are some new signs butitis not
enough,”he confirmed.

Headdedthatthereareno full-fledged transactions
yetintheframework of INSTEXand thereisnoregular
rhythm.

France, Germany and the UK confirmed on Tuesday
(31March) thatINSTEX has successfully concluded
itsfirsttransactiontofacilitate the exportof medical
goodsfrom Europetothe pandemic-hitcountry.

The EU-Iran Instrument in Support of Trade
Exchanges (INSTEX) wasbornasthebrainchild of
France, Germany and the UKinJanuary2019asa
special purpose vehicle to help EU companies do
businesswithIranand facilitatenon-USDtransactions
toavoid breaking US sanctionsagainstthe country.

US Diplomats Have Long Been
Involved in Business of Coups,
Terrorism: Iran

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman hitback at Mike Pompeo
for claimingthat “Iranian diplomats” were behind analleged
“assassination” in Turkey, notingthatthe undisputed factisthat
USdiplomatshavelongbeeninvolved in the business of coup
and terrorism.

"Undisputed fact: US "diplomats" have long been in the
business of coups, arming terrorists, fueling sectarian
violence, supportingnarcotics cartels, bullying governments
& companies, spying on even US allies, flirting with dictators,
butchersandterrorists, etc...," Abbas Mousavisaidinamessage
posted on his Twitteraccountlate on Saturday.

The US secretary of state, whoisaformer CIA agentand also

knownassecretary ofhate,and hismastershave taken the "job"
toawholenewlevel thatis called "medical terrorism” headded
inafollow-up tweet.

"That'swhyhehasaconsciencesofilled with guiltthatresortsto
suchpsychological projection,” the Iranianspokespersonadded.
On Thursday, Pompeo in a tweetleveled new allegations
against Tehran,accusingIranian diplomats ofbeingbehind an
assassinationin Turkey.

The claims came amid global pressures on the White House to
liftitsillegal sanctions against Tehranasthe country continues
itsbattle tostop the outbreak ofthe deadlynovel coronavirus.
Iran’sambassador to the United Nations also reacted to the
claimsand said no one will be fooled by Washington's efforts
to spread disinformation about Tehran and the country’s
diplomats.

“The USadministration’s Iran-bashingislimitless. While the
world focusses on cooperation to defeat #COVID19—and calls
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usS to lift its
#economicterrorism— @SecPompeo disregards thisand
instead spreads disinformation: this time againstIranian
diplomats. No oneis fooled,” Majid Takht Ravanchisaid on
Thursday.



Path of Resistance to continue until goals,

aspirations realized: Velayati

Top Adviser to the Leader of the Islamic Revolution for International Affairs Ali
Akbar Velayatisaid that path of the Resistance will continue until the objectives
and aspirations are materialized.Hamas’ Political Bureau ChiefIsmail Haniyeh
inhis phone conversation with Top Adviserto the Leader of the Islamic Revolution
for International Affairs Ali Akbar Velayatilate on Sat. congratulated the [ranian New

Year and expressed his sympathy with the greatnation of [slamicIranin the fightagainst

10000 Rials

coronavirus,also knownas COVID-19.
While emphasizing the definitive victory of Palestinians and theliberation of Al-Quds, Haniyeh praised
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oppressed nation of Palestine.
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the positions of the Islamic Republic of Iran especially the Leader of the [slamic Revolution toward the
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Defense Ministry curing coronavirus
toproduce third infected Iran-made
genel'ationof Some 85 percent of the
. medical equipment
COVIDI9-testkits that is necessary for
the treatment of the
Scwncemm.tosuppol't coronavirus infected
natl,,intl.researchesin patients has been
fioht inst R domestically produced,
ghtagaims ‘(SOPOllaﬂl'llh anofficialinIran's Health
Ministry said on Sunday.
[ranian scientists are
working on devising the

Morningcall toprayer :

05:21:24

Nooncalltoprayer :

13:05:37

Eveningcalltoprayer:

19:44:39

WEATHER

High:25°c

Low:8°c

other 15 percent ofthe
equipment; Mehdi Yousefi
said adding that the
medical itemsrequired
for curing respiratory
patientswillbe produced
in the country in the
comingmonths.

He went on to say that
400,000t0 500,000 face
masks were produced
in the country daily,
and after the outbreak
ofthe coronavirus, this
amounthas considerably
increased.

Intl. oil market cornered by coronavirus, Iranian

economy remains resilient: energy expert

UN Official Warns of "Dire" Financial Crisis
Due to Coronavirus

The UNisfacinga "dire"liquidity crisis asitdeals with

added expensesrelated to the need to "respond to the

global health crisis" of coronavirus, according to an email

from Movses Abelian,the UN undersecretary general for

General Assembly and conference management.

Thatemail was sentto explainamemo from
theundersecretary general for management
Catherine Pollard, and both documentswere
obtained by CBS News.

"Although the immediate impact of the
move to alternate working conditions in
response tothe COVID-19 outbreak willlead
toreductionsintravel, contractual services,
and general operating expenses acrossall
budgets, we also anticipate new demands
upon our operations and services as we
respond to the global health crisis," Pollard
wroteinhermemoonApril 1.

Pollard said that due to the "deteriorating
liquidity situationin bothregular budget
and peacekeeping operations, the Secretary-
General hasdirected additional measures
across all Secretariat entities to manage
expenditures and liquidity."

The austerity measures outlined in the
memo, she wrote, "will hinder our ability
to carry outthe work of the Organization
atatime whenthe world needs the United
Nations more than ever."

She said that the UN will "undertake
unforeseen expenditures asaresultofthe
COVID-19 pandemic."

The management chiefsaid contributions
forregularbudgetassessments have sharply
declined inthe firstquarter of 2020 relative
to earlieryears, explaining that the payment
of assessments by Member States has
"resulted ina collection gap of more than
$220 million."

The memo said the UN will temporarily
suspend all hiring for regular budget
vacanciesand "postponeall discretionary
spending unless it is directly and
immediately linked to ongoing mandated
activities, which are notimpacted by the

restrictions caused by the pandemic."
Peacekeeping operationsaround the world
alsoface "increasingliquidity pressure,” she
said. The currentcash position ofabout $1.4
billionis "barely sufficient" to maintain field
operations through the end ofJune.
"Thereisnotroom for payments to troop
and police contributing countries for the
March and June quarterly cycles, which will
require nearly $1.1 billion," Pollard wrote.
"I countonyour cooperation, collaboration,
and support to ensure that we can continue
operations despite the gravity of the financial
constraintswe face."

Abelian sent an email with further
explanation of the Pollard memo, also
obtained by CBS News, thatsaid the world
bodyisusing up mostofitsreserves: "Inthe
firstthree months ofthe year; the Secretariat
hasutilized most ofthe cash balance carried
over from 2019 which has dropped from
about $200 million to $50 million at the
beginningof2020."

Also on Wednesday, the UN Secretary
General, Antonio Guterres, wrote to the
193 member states thatthe UN isunder
"increased financial constraints" related
to the coronavirus coupled with shortfalls
related toadecline in payments ofassessed
duesby countriesinaddition toarrears by
many nations, the UN Spokesman, Stephane
Dujarrictold reporters.

"Weended 2019 witharrearsof$711 million,
the highestlevel foradecadeanda34%
increase comparedtothe previousyear,” the
UN chiefsaid in hisletter.

The UN chiefhas sounded the alarm before.
In October 2019, he warned ofa UN cash
shortage and urged countries to pay up to
"avoid a default,”" which many countries did.
Butthe expensesrelated to the coronavirus
and the inability of countries to pay this
yearhaspresented anew crisis. Asaresult,
Guterres haslaunched two funds, one for $2
billion for reliefto nations hit by the virus,
and another dedicated to the pandemic
where he has called for 10% ofglobal GDP, or
$8-9trillion.

Coronavirus Pandemic ‘Amplifying’ Povertyin UK

The coronavirus pandemicisincreasing poverty in

Britain, wherelevelsare already high aftera decade of

austeritytriggered by the global financial crisis,according

toexperts.

Official data shows that more than 14
million peopleinthe UKare classed asliving
in poverty, or nearly one-quarter of the
population.

Some 4.2 million children are poor, oraround
30% ofthetotal, government figures show.
The situation is worsening with Britons
losingjobs en masse as the UK experiences
lockdown.

“Therisk of poverty is particularly high for
workersin sectorslike hospitality and retail
where people are more likely to be on low
wagesand ininsecure work," said Dave Innes,
head of economics atthe Joseph Rowntree
Foundation, an organization forsocial change.
Over the past fortnight, almost one million
adultsinthe UK have applied for Universal
Credit, the government’s main form of state
aid.

Thatisnearly 10 timesthelevelinanaverage
two-weekperiod.

“If families who were earning decent
wages before the pandemic move on to the
Universal Credit, they will very suddenly find

themselveslivingin poverty,” said Louisa
McGeehan, adirectorat Child Poverty Action
Group UK.

As for families who were already classed as
livingin poverty prior to the outbreakand
whose children are stuckathome owing to
schools being shut the demands of online
educationadd to the problem, she said.
McGeehan noted that “alot of schoolsare
puttinglessons on the Internet for children
todoathome.

“Ifthose childrenareinhouseholdswhodon’t
have Internetor don'thave a computer, they
arenotabletodothatlearning”
McGeehantold AFP: “Wehave anation where
achild poverty crisis has been amplified by
theimpactofcoronavirus.”

Butunlike the aftermath ofthe 2008 financial
crisiswhen the governmentslashed public
spending, Covid-19 has sparked huge state
stimulus, including a boost to Universal
Credit.

Anadultreceiving the benefitwho isaged
over 25 will receive £1,000 ($1,239,1,137
euros) extraperyear.

Howeveranincrease in the monthly amount
to £400 remains far below the level of £600
considered sufficient for a single-person
household toavoid “poverty”inthe UK.
“Economically we knowthereisverylikely to
beabigrecessionandit’sdifficulttorecover
quickly fromabigrecession,“said Innes.

Trial Drug Significantly
Blocks Early Stages Of
COVID-19

Aninternational team has found a trial drug that
effectively blocks the cellular door SARS-CoV-2 uses
toinfectits hosts.

Collaborative research has revealed a drug
candidate that could inhibitthe SARS-CoV-2 virus
causing the COVID-19 pandemicinfecting cells
through Spike (S) proteins binding to the human
angiotensin converting enzyme (ACE2).

Using cell cultures and organoids, researchers
fromthe Karolinska Institutetin Sweden and the
University of British Columbia (UBC) in Canada,

showed thatby adding a genetically modified
variantof ACE2, called human recombinantsoluble
angiotensin-converting enzyme 2 (hrsACE2),
COVID-19 was prevented from entering cells,
DrugTargetReview reported.

The paper, published in Cell, shows that hrsACE2
hadadose dependenteffectofviral growth of SARS-
CoV-2andwasabletoreduceitbyafactorof1,000
to 5,000in cell cultures.
Theresearchersalsousedblood vesseland kidney
organoids to demonstrate that SARS-CoV-2 can
directly infectand multiply within these tissues,
apossible cause of the multi-organ failures and
cardiovascular damage seenin severe COVID-19
cases. Theaddition of hrsACE2 alsoreduced the
SARS-CoV-2infectioninthese organoids.
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