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Morethan 587,000 tons of non-oil commodities worth
$132 million were exported from the western Iranian
provinceof Hamedaninthepast11monthstoFebruary 19.
According to Morteza Najafi-Moghadam, the director-
general of Hamedan Customs Administration, the
province’s exportshave witnessed a23%and 46% jump
interms ofvalue and volume, respectively,in comparison
with the last years similar time span.The exported
commodities mainly included rebar, air-conditioning
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engines, ferrosilicon, raisins, vaseline, pickles, dairy
roducts, earthenware and cookware.Iraq, Turkey, L ..
gfghanistan,China, Pakistan, Russia, Persian (?ulflittorz}a,l Aﬁer Prlce Wal. El.upts FATF'SI.)lack]lstmg
statesand Central Asian countries,aswell as Poland and T\ \ has no impact on
theNetherlandswere the exportdestinations of Hamedan Oil markets crashed more than %30 after the ' Iran's economic
duringthe period.The province’simportsin the same disintegration ofthe OPEC+ alliance triggered transactions: MP

periodamountedto 5,240 tonsworth $28.8 million. The
figureindicatesa21%and 15%increase involume and
value, respectively compared with the similar period
oflastyear.Germany, Jordan, Turkey, China, the UAE,
Ukraine, South Korea, India, Swedenand the Netherlands

A member of Iranian
Parliament’s economic
commissionsaysthemove
by the Financial Action
TaskForce (FATF)toplace

anall-outprice war between Saudi Arabiaand

Russiathatislikelytohave sweepingpoliticaland

economic consequences.

weretheexporterstothe provinceduringthe periodThe %Jj G Brfc;nt dth futurzs Tehranonitsblacklisthas

imported productsincludedknitted fabric, potato seeds, ‘ sutleredthesecond- noimpactonthe country’s

polypropylene, textile products, auto parts, graphite ISI:AHAN largest dgclme economictieswithothers.

electrodesusedinfurnacesand millingmachines. NEW s on rgcord n tge Speaking to Mehr
. opening seconds

Ex-OPECEnvoy Predicts Further NEWS  ofuradiog i fsta corespondenton

DropinOil Prices

Iran’s formerambassador to the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) said the global
oil priceswill probably continue to decline, whichwould
betothedetrimentofSaudiArabia.Inaninterviewwith
Tasnim, Mohammad Ali Khatibi said the outbreak ofthe
coronavirus thathas dampened global demands for oil
andtherecentunfruitful OPEC+ meeting caused the oilto
pricesnosedive.

The oil markethas become uncared for, he said,adding
thatthe priceswillnotbe corrected aslongasthereisno
management.Predictingafurtherdeclineinthe prices,
Khatibisaid every countryisnow producingas much oil
asitwantsto.Healsonoted thatSaudi Arabiaisone ofthe
partiesbearingthebruntofsuchadropintheoil prices,
sayingthatthe “price war” between Saudisand Russians
seemstogoon.TheformerIranianenvoyalsodidnotrule
outan emergency meetingof OPEC in the near future.
Oil priceshave plunged dramatically after OPEC’s failure
tostrikeadeal withitsalliesregarding production cuts
caused SaudiArabiatoslashitspricesasitreportedly gets
settoramp up production,leadingto fears ofanall-out
pricewar.

Oil price crashes 30% as markets
open

Oil prices crashedasmuchas30% withinseconds ofthe
marketopeningon Sunday eveningafterthe Organization
ofthe Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) failed
tostrikea deal on output cuton Friday.International
benchmarkBrentcrude futuresfellbyabout30%to $32.05
perbarrel, while WTI crude fell 27%t0 $30.07 perbarrel,
marketdatashowed.US West Texas Intermediate (WTI)
andinternational benchmark Brent crude futures fell
over 20%in Sunday nighttrading Thisis thefirsttime oil
priceshavefallenlowerthan$34 perbarrelsince February
0f2016.Thepricefall comesas, on Saturday, Saudi Arabia
slashed the official selling price forits crude gradestoall
destinationsas of April, after OPEC's oil supply cut deal
with Russiaand other countries fell through.On Friday,
OPEC+ membersheld negotiationsin Vienna, Austria,
suggesting the need to further decrease oil production
amid the outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19), where
Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novakrejected an
ultimatumtojoininacollective production cut.The spread
ofthenewsvirusto othermajoreconomiessuchasItaly
and South Koreaand the burgeoning casesin the United
Stateshasincreased the concerns thatoildemand will
slumpthisyear.
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behind only the
plunge duringthe (Persian)
GulfWarin1991.Astheglobal
oilbenchmark plummeted
toaslowas$31.02abarrel,
Goldman Sachs Group Inc.
warned prices could drop to
near $20abarrel, according
toBloomberg.
The cataclysmiccollapse will
resonate through the energy
industry, from giants like
Exxon Mobil Corp.to smaller
shaledrillersin West Texas.
Itwill hitthe budgets of oil-
dependent nations from
Iraq to Nigeria and could
alsoreshape global politics,
eroding the influence of
countrieslike Saudi Arabia.
The fight against climate
change may sufferasetback
as fossil fuelsbecome more
competitiveversusrenewable
energy.
“It'sunbelievable, the market
was overwhelmed by awave
of sellingatthe open,” said
Andy Lipow, president of
Houston-based  energy
consultancy Lipow 0il
Associates LLC. “OPEC+ has
clearly surprised the market
by engaginginapricewarto
gainmarketshare.”
Hammered by withering
demand due to the
coronavirus, the oilmarketis
sinkingdeeperinto chaoson
theprospectofasupplyfree-
for-all. Saudi Arabiaslashed
its official prices by the most
in at least 20 years over
the weekend and signaled
tobuyersitwould ramp up
output-- an unambiguous
declaration ofintentto flood
themarketwith crude. Russia
saiditscompanieswerefreeto

pumpasmuchastheycould.
Aramco’s unprecedented
pricingmove camejusthours
after the talks between the
Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries and
itsallies ended in dramatic
failure. The breakup of the
alliance effectively ends the
cooperation between Saudi
Arabiaand Russia thathas
underpinned oil pricessince
2016.

The state-owned Saudi
producer has privately told
some market participants
itplanstoraise outputwell
above 10 millionbarrelsaday
nextmonth and could even
reach a record 12 million
barrels a day, according
to people familiar with the
conversations, who asked
nottobenamed to protect
commercialrelations.

West Texas Intermediate
fell 66% from late 1985
to March 1986 when the
country pumped atwillamid
aresurgence of USoil output.
Brent crude briefly dipped
below $10abarrel whenthe
kingdom had a showdown
with Venezuela in the late
1990s.

With oil demand already
plummeting due to the
economic impact of the
coronavirus, tradersforecast
thatpriceswillgoevenlower.
“The oil marketisnow faced
with two highly uncertain
bearish shockswith the clear
outcome ofasharp pricesell-
off,” said Jeffrey Currie, head
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Department of Sistan and
Baluchestan Ayoub Kord told

lastyear when the province’s
exportsstoodat1.563 million
tons.

of commodities research at
Goldman Sachsin New York.
Brent for May settlement
tumbled as much as $14.25
a barrel to $31.02 on the
London-based ICE Futures
Europe Exchange, the biggest
intradaylosssincethe US-led
bombing of Iraqin January
1991. It was trading 26%
lowerat$33.60abarrelas of
7:49 a.m.in London.

West Texas Intermediate
crude slumped as much as
34% to $27.34 a barrel,
subsequentlyparinglossesto
28%. Trading was frozen for
thefirstfewminutesbecause
ofthescaleofthedrop.
While the price crash was
dramatic, for oil specialiststhe
movementsintime-spreads,
options and volatility are
justasremarkable. Brent’s
three-month price structure
widened sharply as oil for
promptdelivery collapsed
againstlater shipments. It
moved deeperinto contango,
a sign of bearishness and
oversupply, making it
profitable forphysical traders
to buy crude and put it in
storage, eitherinonshoretank
farmsoratseaontankers.
Brent’s premium to WTI fell
to its lowest level in more
thantwoyears,asthe coming
gusher of crude from OPEC
countriesthreatenstoimpact
global supply and demand
balances moredirectly than
thosewithinthe USThe price
differential fell to as narrow
as $2.66 a barrel, from an

average of more than $4 last
week.

The freefall in oil also
ricocheted across financial
markets. US equity futures
nosedived, along with oil
currencies including the
Norwegian krone and
Mexican peso, while havens
suchastheJapaneseyenand
gold jumped. Shares of oil
producers got hammered,
with China’s CNOOC Ltd.and
Australia’s Santos Ltd. losing
morethan20%.
Theprospectofanotherprice
waris spookingtraders who
will remember the crash
that began in 2014, when
an explosion in US shale
production prompted OPEC
to open the spigots in an
attemptto suppress prices
and curtailshale output.
Thatstrategyendedinfailure,
withshale producersproving
tooresilientand Brentcrude
tumblingbelow $30abarrel
in2016 amidaglobal glut. It
wasthatcrashthatprompted
OPECto club together with
Russiaand others to curtail
outputandhelpshoreuptheir
oil-dependenteconomies.
“This is the first time I can
recall that there has been
a significant oversupply
crunch and demand shock
at the same time,” said Ed
Morse, head of commodities
researchatCitigroupInc.“The
combinationisreallyunusual
and makesitmore difficultto
see howyouwork your way
outofit”

Exports via Sistan and Baluchestan hit

2mn tonsin 11 months
More than 1.987 million
tons of commodities were
exported through the customs
ofthe southeastern province
of Sistan and Baluchestanin

Henoted thatMirjavehborder
crossing was the main trade
gate ofthe province duringthe
periodas 1.112 million tons of
goods were exported through

11 months to February 19,a thisgate.
senior official said.Head Close to 130,000 tons of
of Road and Transportation commodities were also

imported through Mirjaveh
during the same period, he

Mehr thatfigure showsa27% added.
increasein comparisonwith Sistan and Baluchestan'’s
the corresponding period of exports mainly include

construction material, cement,
liquid gas, sulfur; dates, ceramics

andtiles.

Pourrahimi,amember of
the Iranian Parliament’s
economic commission,
said “even before the
FATF’s  blacklisting,
there were practically
no open economic
transactions between
Iranand other countries;
therefore, the move had
no actualimpacton our
exchangerate system; the
announcementonlylefta
psychologicalimpacton
themarket.”

“When the Americans
signed the nuclear deal
with Iran, the FATF had
no exchange cooperation
withtheIslamicRepublic.
They did not even
allow Iran to carry out
the smallest financial

transactions through
official channels,” he
added.

“The FATF’s recentmove
confirms Europe’sandthe
US'measuresagainstIran,’
hestressed.

“Evenbefore the decision,
the Islamic Republic
was able to bypass the
sanctions, and it will
continue the same path,”
headded.On Feb.21,the
Paris-based 39-member
taskforceblacklistedIran,
claiming the country has
failed to take measures
againstmoneylaundering
and the financing of
terroristgroups.InOctober
2018, the purported
global finance watchdog
gave Iran four months "for
thesixthandlasttime"to
ratify billsrelating to the
campaignagainstmoney
launderingand funding
terrorism.

Out of the four bills
required by the FATE, Iran
hasalreadyaccepted two,
buttheothertwobillshave
beenstalledamid worries
thatthey may expose the
countrytofinancial spying
and new sanctions on
Tehran.
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m=mm 'T'rump regards coronavirus as pressure
tool on Iran: Senior Expert

Terrorists
continue to
breach Idlib's
ceasefire
deal: Russian
MoD

Terrorist groups
have breached
the cessation
of hostilities
agreement on
Syria's Idlib 8
times during the
past 24 hours,
according to the
Russian Ministry
of Defense.

Initsdailybulletin
on Sunday, the
Ministry said the
Russianside ofthe
Russian-Turkish
truce committee
monitoredatotal
of 8 shootings
during the past
24 hours; 4 in

=

Iranian M Psto Hold
Emergency Meetingon
Coronavirus Qutbreak

The Iranian Parliament’s Health and Treatment
Commission plans to hold an emergency meeting on
Monday about ways to contain the new coronavirus
epidemic in the country with the health minister in
attendance.

Speaking to Tasnim, Chairman of the Health and Treatment
Commission Ali Nobakhtsaid the emergency meetingis
slated tobe attended by Health Minister Saeed Namakiand
Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani.

Duringthe session, various aspects ofthe novel coronavirus
outbreakin the country and ways to combat the infectious
disease will be discussed, Nobakhtsaid.

The health minister will also briefthe lawmakers on the
latest measures taken by the ministry to combat the virus,
knownas COVID-19,headded.

Firstdetected in Wuhan city in central China in December,
thevirushasspread to more than 100 countries.

The global death toll is around 3,500 with more than
100,000 confirmed cases, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO)).

Iran’s administration on Thursday extended the closure
ofall schools and universities nationwide until the end
ofthe currentIranian year (March 19) as the country is

Aseniorstrategistemphasized: Itis safe
tosay that Trump administration sees the
Coronavirusasanew toolinits "maximum
pressure” onIran.

Speakingto IRNA
correspondent,
Reza Nasri,
referring to the
coronavirus
outbreak to

NEWs

_m more than 100

countries in

less than two months,
said: "The coronavirus
experience displayed
the most tangible and
inhumane form of"
transboundary nature "of
the threatsand dilemmas
ofthe currentera.

He said:Senior US
government officials -
such as Mike Pence, Mike This

Pompeoand BrianHook- lawyer ontheimpactof the

international deceptive claimbehind iswiththeimplications

speakers,

these of this naming that the

struggling with the outbreak
ofthe coronavirus.

Iran’s Health Ministry
announced on Sunday
that the number of
people who have died
from the coronavirusin
the country hasrisen to
194 and the total number
of confirmed casesto 6,566.
At least 2,134 people have
recovered from the disease in the
countryso far.

NEWS

Iran Readyto Share
Experiences with Iraq
to Combat Coronavirus:
Shamkhani

Secretary of [ran’s Supreme National Security Council
(SNSC) Ali Shamkhani said the [slamic Republicisready
toshareitsexperiences with Iraqinthe fightagainstthe
new coronavirus,knownas COVID-19.

Inameetingin Baghdad on Sunday, Shamkhaniand
[raqi Health Minister Jaffar Allawi exchanged viewsona
range ofissues, includingthelatesteffortsto contain the
coronavirus epidemic.

Shamkhani highlighted Iran’s experiencesin the fight
againsttheinfectiousdiseaseand said the IslamicRepublic
isreadytohelpthelraqipeopleand governmenttocombat
thepandemic.

Firstdetected in Wuhan city in central Chinain December;
thevirushasspread tomorethan 100 countries.

The global death tollisaround 3,500 with more than
100,000 confirmed cases,according to the World Health
Organization (WHO).

[ran’sadministration on Thursday extended the closure
ofallschoolsand universities nationwide until the end
ofthe currentIranianyear (March 19) as the countryis

Lattakia, 3 in
Aleppo, and 1 in
Idleb,accordingto
SANA.

The Ministry
said the Russian
side overlooked
these breaches
committed by the
terrorists and
didn’tregister any
breaches, SANA
added.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin
and his Turkish
counterpartRecep
Tayyip Erdogan
agreedtoatruce
inthe Syria’swar-
tornnorthwestern
Idlib province on
Thursday.
According to
the agreement,
joint  Russian-
Turkish patrols
will secure a six-
kilometer-wide
corridor along
the M4 highway
connecting the
two government-
held provinces
of Latakia and
Aleppo.

The ceasefire
consolidates
recent Syrian
military gains
in the province,
notably the M5
highway linking
the capital
Damascus to the
major cities of
Hama, Homs and

Aleppo.

Taking control
over these
two strategic

highways has
beenregarded as
amajor objective
of the Syrian
government’s
operationsinIdlib.

have called Iran "the first"
coronavirus outbreakin
their press interviews
and media positionsand
called Iran "contrary
to the World Health
Organization",accused of
lyingand secrecy.

*** Main purpose of
Sanctions; to create
inefficiencies in the
governance structure of
the countries

Referring to the US
government's policy of
maximum pressure on
Iran, he noted: One can
safely claim that Trump
administration sees the
coronavirus as a new

US sanctions on Iran's
health and infrastructure
infrastructure against
coronavirus said: What
advocates of sanctions
and economicterrorism
usually donotsayisthe
factthatthe main purpose
of the sanctions is to
ineffectively govern the
states.

***USshould "suspend”
sanctions until the
eradication of the
coronavirus epidemic
The senior US expert
cited therole oflobbyists
against Iran: Even if
the law says "medicine
isnotaboycott"and US

lobbies go behind the
scenesto pharmaceutical
companies.

They are sending special
teams and delegations
to scare the executives of
these companies, backed
by their own political and
security backgrounds,
intorefusing toworkwith
Iran, Nasriadded.

*** Take psychological
warfare serious

Nasri continued:
That's why the Chinese
government and media
arenow trying to pretend
that China was not the
"origin ofthe coronavirus"
but merely the "first

mainstream media is
tryingto place Iraninsuch
aplaceasChina.

"The coronavirus will
be sooner or later
disappeared,” he said,
stressing thatthe Iranian
governmentand people
need to be very vigilant
in the psychological
and media war. But the
consequences of being
recognized as a source
and, more importantly,
a virus that could
potentiallykill thousands
of families across the
globe will annoy the
nation and people for
years to come! So take

strugglingwith the outbreakofthe coronavirus.

[ran’s Health Ministry announced on Sunday that the
number of people who have died from the coronavirus
inthe countryhasrisento 194 and the totalnumber of
confirmed casesto 6,566.

Atleast2,134 people haverecovered fromthe diseasein
thecountrysofar.

IRGC Holds Meetingon

Waysto Contain Coronavirus
The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) deputy
commander for coordination highlighted the latest
effortsto combatthe new coronavirus outbreakinIran
andsaid the IRGC commander chairedameetingonthe
issueSunday.

Speakingtoreportersin Tehran on Monday, Brigadier
General Ali Fadavi said the IRGC has established a
permanentbase to mobilize equipmentand capacities
ofthe IRGCand Basij forces to help the administration
containthe coronavirusepidemic.

tool in its "maximum government
pressure". are

officials discoverer” ofthecorona psychological warfare
repeating the virus! Consequently, it seriously!

IRGC Commander Major General Hossein Salami on
Sunday chairedameetingontheissue,duringwhichgood
decisionsweremade,includingadoption of measuresto

70.000 Get Prison
Furloughin Iran
amid COVID-19
Outbreak

Iran’s Judiciary Chief Hojatoleslam
Ebrahim Raeisi said around 70,000
prisonersacrossthe country have been
granted leave in the wake of the novel
coronavirus outbreak.

Addressinga Monday session of the
highjudicial council, Raeisisaid courts
across the country have permitted the

the coronavirus.

security harms.

eligibleinmates to get furlough as part
of precautionary measures to contain

He said prisoners with underlying
illnesseshavebeen prioritized in getting
furlough, urging that more permissions
for prison leave be granted while
considering precautionstoavoid social

The top judge further said courts are
rapidly handling the cases involving
hoarders of medical supplies amid
the growing need for such equipment,
addingthat courtsessionsontrial ofthe

hoardersareheld outofturn.

thediseaseinthe countrysofar.

Raeisialso called ontherelated officials
to make up for the shortcomings
in the fightagainst coronavirus and
immediately support the country’s
medical staff“who are the soldiersatthe
forefront” ofthe battle with the disease.

Iran’s Health Ministry announced on
Sunday thatthe number of people who
have died from the coronavirusin the
country hasrisento 194 and the total
number of confirmed casesto 6,566. At
least 2,134 people haverecovered from

helpbusinessesthathave beennegatively affected by the
COVID-19 outbreak, Fadaviadded.

Firstdetectedin Wuhan cityin central Chinain December;
thevirushasspread tomorethan 100 countries.

The global death tollisaround 3,500 with more than
100,000 confirmed cases,according to the World Health
Organization (WHO).

[ran’sadministration on Thursday extended the closure
ofallschoolsand universities nationwide until the end
ofthe currentlranianyear (March 19) asthe countryis
strugglingwith the outbreak ofthe coronavirus.

Iran’s Health Ministry announced on Sunday that the
number of people who have died from the coronavirus
inthe countryhasrisento 194 and the total number of
confirmed casesto 6,566.

Abdul-Mahdi: US Pressuring Iraq
to Cut'Ties with Iran

Iraq’s caretaker primeministersaid the USispressurizingBaghdad to
severrelationswith Tehran, butlragiswillneverallow their country
tobecomeastagingground for clashesbetween other countries.
“Bywithdrawing from the JCPOA and puttingpressures on Iranand
Iraq, the US further complicated the regional situation, and isnow
mountingpressureonusandurgestheseveranceoftiesbetweenIraq
andIran,”said Adil Abdul-Mahdi, who hasremainedin office asthe
caretakerprime minister ofIraqsincehisresignationin November:
He made the commentsinaSunday meeting with Secretary of
[ran’s Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Ali Shamkhaniin
Baghdad.

Abdul-Mahdi further underlined that the Iraqi people and
governmentwillneverallow the Arab country tobeavenue forthe
settlementofconflictsor clashesbetween other countries.

Praisingthelraniangovernmentandnation fortheirgenuinesupport
forlraqinthedifficultyearsofthe waragainstterrorism, he expressed
gratitudeto Tehran for offeringassistance in the battle withanovel
coronavirus epidemic.

“The geopoliticallogicdictates that we employ the potential of our
neighborsto fulfill ournational interestsand security,” Abdul-Mahdi
stated.

For his part, Shamkhani highlighted the leading role of Iraq in
restoringstabilityand calm to theregion,and voiced Iran’s support
for theimmediate formation ofa popular governmentin the Arab
country.Thereishard evidence thata Western-Arab-Hebrewaxisis
doingitsutmosttoobstructstabilityin Irag, Shamkhanisaid,adding
thatTakfiriterrorists were the West's proxies thatonly soughtIraq’s
disintegration.TheIranian officialalsolauded the IraqiParliament
forratifyingabill on the expulsion of Americanmilitary forces, saying
theIragiarmyand popular forceshave proved theirability toensure
securitywithoutreliance on foreign forces.

Heading
ahigh-rankingpoliticaland security
delegation, Shamkhaniarrived in Baghdad on Saturday foratwoday
visitthatincluded negotiations with senior Iraqiofficials onregional
developmentsand on Tehran-Baghdadrelations.




Iranian coronavirustestkitstogotodomestic

marketasofMarch21.

Secretary of Biotechnology Development Headquarters of the Vice-Presidency for
Scienceand Technology Mostafa Ghaneiinformed on Monday thatIranianknowledge-
based companieswillputtheir produced coronavirustestkitsto the marketnextIranian
calendarmonth, Farvardin (Startingon March 21,2020).As Ghanei, whoisalsoamember
of COVID-19Scientific Committee, elaborated, the available testkitshave been provided to

10000 Rials

Iranby China, UNICEE and WHO and thereis asufficientnumberofthemtomeetdomesticdemand

within the nexttwo months."To supplythe demandin the country; the Vice-Presidencyfor Scienceand
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%30 as markets around the world, with
the death toll having
open o jumped to 3,831.As

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

of March 9, the novel
coronavirus, officially
knownas COVID-19,has

04:59:01 infected 110,092 people
Noon call toprayer : in109 countries, claiming

3,831 lives.Mainland
12:13:28

Evening call to prayer:

18:25:06

WEATHER

High:17°¢c
Low:-3°c

Chinareported 43 new
confirmed coronavirus
caseson Monday, putting
the country’s total
infectionsat80,738anda
deathtoll of3,120.South
Koreawith 7,382 patients
and 53 deathsand Italy
with 7,375 infected cases
and 366 deaths stand
atthe second and third
ranks, respectively.

Technologyasked Iranianknowledge-based companiestostartproduction ofthekits," hesaid, "After conducting
requiredresearch, five outof 50 applicantcompanieswere selected tostart production of thekitsin Iran."

Oil Crashes %31 in Worst Lioss since

1991 After Price War Erupts

Clinical test of Iranian coronavirus drugs kicks
off: official

Amember of COVID19-Scientific Committee said on

Mon. thatthe clinical trial of [ranian COVID19- drugs

started.

Coronavirus-related drugs have received
the approval of the Ethics Committee
of the Ministry of Health and Medical
Education, he said, adding, “the clinical
tests of these drugs have kicked off and
theirresults willbeannounced within the
nexttwo weeks.”

"Since the beginning of entry of
coronavirus, also known as COVID-19,
into the country, the Biotechnology
Development Headquarters of the
Vice-Presidency for Science and
Technology in cooperation with Food
and Drug Administration of [ran and
Ministry of Health issued a call thatifa
knowledge-based company is able to
produce adrugand/orKkit, they should
introduce themselvesinordertomeetthe
demand ofthe country in the field of rapid
diagnosis of coronavirus and treatment
ofthedisease.”

Secretary of Biotechnology Development
Headquarters of the Vice-Presidency
for Science and Technology Mostafa

Ghaneipointed to the latest situation
of production volume of knowledge-
based companiesinthe field of medicine
and added, “two competentknowledge-
based companies have undertaken the
production of two herbal medicines for
the treatment of coronavirus for being
used by corona patients.”

Itwas agreed that these two drugs will
hitthe marketafter beingapproved by
the Ministry of Health and Food and Drug
Administration of Iran, he emphasized.
He wenton to say thatthese drugs have
now approved by the Ethics Committee of
the Health Ministry and their clinical test
have started on March 5.

Once these tests are produced positive
results, mass production of the drug will
begivenagoahead, Ghaneiadded.

420 Tuarkish trucks
at Bazarganborder
returned home amid

coronavirus outbreak

420 Turkishtrucksthathad beenstoppedinlran’s
Bazarganborderreturned home.

The Director General of Bazargan Customs
Sadegh Namdar said on Mon. that Turkey closed
itsbordersas of Feb. 22 due to the outbreak of
coronavirusinlran.

With the coordination made in thisregard and
after consulting with Iranian officials, Turkish
cargo trucks were repatriated to their country,

Namdaradded.

Since Bazargan Borderislocated en route Silk
Road and more than 45 countries in the world
transittheirgoodsand productsvia thisroute, he
said, “Turkey evenrefused to acceptits nationals
who were travellingas passenger but after setting
upafield hospital with the capacity of 60 persons
inzero-border point, this country admitted its
nationals.”

Under the auspices of high-level consultations
made between senior officials of the two countries,
itishoped thattransitoflranian trucks, travelling
to different countries in the world including
Turkey, Greece and Bulgaria, etc. will also be
facilitated through Turkey towards the Islamic
RepublicoflIran, the director general stressed.

Iran Ready for Dialogue With TAEA to
Improve Mutual Understanding

Iran has expressed readiness to enter “political talks”
withthe International Atomic Energy Agencyto enhance
“mutualunderstanding” afterthe United Nations nuclear

watchdogissuedareportcriticizingIran forwhatitcalled
lessthanfull cooperationingeneraland forfailingto grant
itsinspectorsaccessto certainsites ofinterest.

[IAEAissueditsregular quarterly report
on Tuesday, which showed Iran’s stockpile
oflow-enriched uranium nearly tripling
since November to more than aton, as
Tehran has exceeded key limits of the
2015nucleardealinresponsetorenewed
American sanctions since Washington
pulled out of the accord in May 2018,
Financial Tribune reported.

In an extraordinary second report,
however, itsaid Iranhasnotprovided the
agency with accesstotwolocationsand
notclarified theagency's questionsrelated
topossible undeclared nuclear material
and nuclear-related activities, Reuters
reported.

"We have been requesting some
informationand access from Iran butwe
haven'tbeen getting the information we
require," [AEA Chief Rafael Grossi, who
tookup his postin December, later told
Reuters.

Iran's mission to the IAEA said in a
statementlater thatthe agency wasdenied
access because it failed to provide any
"legally valid and legitimate reason" for
itsrequest and the case was based on
"fabricated" intelligence.

"Copies of papers presented to Iran by
theagencyasthebasis foritsrequestsare
neitherauthenticnorrelated to the open-
source, butrather claimed by the Israeli
regime to have been acquired through a
so-called secretoperation,” the statement
said, ISNAreported.

Diplomats who follow IAEA developments
say the decision toinspectthose sitesto
take environmental samples wasbased at
leastin partonatrove of documentsIsrael

claimsitsintelligenceagentsseizedinIran.
Israel callsitan "archive" of pastactivities.
Bad Precedent

Grossihoped thatIran would listen to
thevoice ofthe international community
and assess thatitisinitsowninterestto
cooperate withtheagency.

"We don't have a political agenda; we
simply are requesting them to comply
withtheir obligations. We will be walking
towardsacrisis [ifnot]," he said.

The European Union's foreign policy
chiefalso called on Iranto cooperate with
theagencyinaphone conversation with
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
on Thursday:.

"Spoke by phone with Iranian Foreign
Minister @]Zarif ... Also addressed @
iaeaorglatestreports, including need
for Iran to continue good cooperation
with IAEA by providing all necessary
clarifications and access to certain
locations. EU supportto IAEA as strongas
ever,"Josep Borrell saidinatweet.

Iran's statementsaid thatthe caseisnot
consistent with the agency's Statute,
Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement
and the Additional Protocol, soitdoes not
entitle the agency to make suchrequests,
nor creates any obligation for Iran to
consider suchrequests.

"The Islamic Republic of Iran does not
want to setabad precedent by giving
legitimacy to such alleged information
and even believes thatthiswill tarnish the
agency'sreputationand harmitsrelations
withmember states,” the mission also said.
According to the statement, the agency
hasbeen given complementary access to
sitesin Iran multiple times, so the case
isnotsimplyaboutallowingaccess, but
aboutproviding transparentreasons for
arequestofaccesswhich have notbeen
presentedintherecentcase.

The mission stressed in the document
once again Iran's determination to
continue its cooperation with IAEA in
accordance with its obligations.
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