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attractions
e
Atripto Khara
desertin Isfahan
province

Kavir-e Varzanehislocated
in Isfahan province. This
dessert is located at 100
kilometers Eastof Isfahan
and 150 kilometers West of
Yazd. The desertislimited
from the East to Gavkhoni
Wetlands, From the North
to Varzaneh province and
Zayanderood, Fromthe South
toHassan Abad and from the
WesttoaxisCommunications
of Hasan abad. This origin
cover with Sabulous that
has the extent to north-
south. Thelength ofthatis
Zayandehrood marginsand
thestartpointof Sabuloustill
theend ofthatin Southwest
of Gavkhoni Wetlands in
about45 kmand the width
inthenorthernregionabout
35km. thatthe width comes
tobelowerinthe Southand
inthe South partitcomesto
be 500 meters. Inthe North,
thedeserthasthe shapelike
the Oval. This ovalis covered
withhighsand dunesand the
height ofthe dunescometo
strongly reduce inside the
Oval. The highestheight of
the sand dunes is about
100 meters. That they are
located inthe northeast of
the oval. The average height
of fabulous from the sea
levelisaround 1450 meters.
The desertin the South part
becomestotwonorth-south
wallsand between these two
walls Alkaline calcareoussoils
islocated. Thesetwowallsare
joinedtoeachothernearthe
southwest of wetlands and
makeonewallwiththeNorth-
Southorientation. This Sand
wall continues 9 kilometers
to the south of Gavkhoni
wetlandsand comesto finish.
Herbal Coverage

There is herbal coverage
mostlyshrubshaloxylanand
Ascorbylinthe Sabulous.Also
inabundance, you can find
Nasy, Taq Tagou,and theother
Sand-friendly plantsin the
Sabulous.Inthedesertareas,
you cansee the salty desert
plant and rarely Ashnan.
Vegetation oftheareaisvery
richdueto the highhumidity
of Gavkhoniwetlands. Cover
certainplantsarenotvisible,
inthe Environmental wall of
sand ofthisSabulous.
Animal coverage
Inpastyears Animal coverage
inthisorigin, there hasbeen
considerableandveryrich.
Butinrecentyearsbecause
ofdrying Gavkhoniwetlands,
theindiscriminate hunting
and habitatdestruction have
losttheirrichness. Currently,
animalssuchasjackals,Sandy
foxes, Jared, foottoothbrush,
hawk, common desert
buzzard, Sandy cat, horned
viper, adder, Camel snake,
Shooting snake, all kinds of
scorpions, rabbitsand desert
hedgehogsarevisiblein this
dessert.
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Must See Sites Around

Baba RoknodinOn Azadegan
Avenue, which forms part of
theringroad around the south
ofthe city (justbefore Basij-e
Mostazafin Square, near the
main cemetery), you will
find a number of mosques
and shrines on theringroad,
including, the shrine of Baba
Rokn-Al-Din, with its Safavid
polyhedral tentdome.

This mausoleum, with its rather
original ten-sided conical roof and
drum, was builtin 1629 by Shah Abbas
to commemorate a theologian who
died in the XIV century. Unfortunately,
alarge partofthetilework, bothinside
and outside, has now disappeared.
The decorationis similarto thatonthe
Safavid dome ofthe Darb-e-Imam, while
the style matches that of the dome of
the shrine of Baba Qassem. Inside the
Mosquethereisacuriousslab of marble
like a stone which hasa slight magnetic
field. Small particles of stone with a flat
surface canstick to the stone. Enter the
shrine tolearn more aboutthis.

A mosque with Shaking minarets or
Monar Jonban (Menar-e-jomban)
itsnotable featureisthatifone of the
minaretsis shaken, the other minaret
willshakeaswell.Inthe westernsuburbs
ofEsfahan, onthe mainroad outto Najaf
Abaciand Hamadan, are the famous
Shaking Minarets (menar-e Jonban)
which belong to a small XIV century
Mongol mosque. Construction began
inthe 14th century to cover the grave of
Amu Abdullah Soqla. Its notable feature
isthatifone ofthe minaretsis shaken, the
otherminaretwill shake as well.

The iwan (eyvan) and porch were
probably erected shortly after 1316
asashrine for Amu Abdullah Soqla, a
hermitburied here. The brick minarets
were constructed later, and are
probably of Safavid dynasty era origin
(c.15th—17th centuries). Theiwanis
10 meters high and 10 metersinwidth,
the minarets are 7 meters tallerand are
4 metersin circumference. The roof
above the shrine contains some skilled
brickwork.

Astheirname suggests, these minarets

have the unusual feature of moving from
side to side when shaken vigorously:
as soon as one of them shifts, the
movementis transmitted to its twin.
Several theories have been putforward
to explain this phenomenon, butnone
is completely satisfactory. Mostly it
isbelieved that because of the ratio
between the height and width of the
minarets and the width of the iwan if
one minaretis shaken, the other will
shakeinunison. Thisexample of coupled
oscillation canbe observed from ground
level.

Thewoodenbeamsontheupper partof
the minarets have been placed there to
facilitate the shaking of the minarets, but
the presence of wood in the brickwork
causes other complications. The
repeated shakinghasbeenresponsible
forthe considerable structural damage.
Shakingbyvisitorsisintheoryrestricted
toonce every twenty minutes. However,
particularly during holidays, there
is a constant stream of people who
experimentwith the phenomenon. The
damageislocally believed by some to
havebeenincurred duringthe periods of
occupation by British soldiers.
Although the minarets themselves
date to the XVIII century and have little
artisticvalue, theiwan (1317) beneath
themismoreinteresting and contains
the tomb of a Sufi sheikh who died in
1338.

There is another pair of shaking
minarets also in Isfahan Province,
atImanshahr, of the earlier Ilkhanid
dynasty era. They were builtduring the
time of Oljaitu (1280—1316). These
havelostthe uppertwo-thirds of their
height.

The Fire temple of Isfahan: A few
kilometers further on along the same
road, one can see the remains of a
Zoroastrian fire temple of the Sassanian
dynasty ontop ofahill to the rightofthe
road. The climb up to the ruins from the
road is quite steep and requires good
shoes.

The hill, whichrisesabout 210 meters
above the surrounding plain, was
previously called Maras or Marabin
afteravillagenearthere,anditisbythat
name thatthesiteisreferred to by Arab
historians.One partofthe complex, on
the southern flank of the hill, are the
remains of a citadel of about twenty

buildings (or rooms within buildings),
many of which—particularly those in
thelower half of cluster—are however
only evident as foundation traces.
Several buildings in the cluster have
aclassicchartaq “fourarches” floor-
plan, characteristic of Zoroastrian fire-
temples ofthe 3rd century onwardsand
thataretheactual atashgahsthathoused
sacred fires. Other buildings include
whatmay have been storage roomsand
living quarters for priests and affluent
pilgrims. A tentative identification of
the purpose ofthe ruins was firstmade
in 1937 by Andre Godard, but it was
notuntil 1960, when architect Maxine
Siroux made the firstdrawings, that the
site could be properly studied. Godard’s
identifications were subsequently
confirmed by Klaus Schippmanin 1971.
Another feature of the complex is
the remains of a tower-like circular
building at the very top of the same
hill. This structure, which was once
atleasttwenty metershigh, is known
by the local populace as the Burj-i
Gurban, or Burj-i Kurban, “Tower of
Sacrifice,” and appears to have beena
military watchtower with a flare that
could belittowarn ofanapproaching
enemy (i.e.abeacon).Inboth cases,
theremaining walls are of baked brick,
held together witha clay-reed mixture.
In the 10th century, the buildings
were used by the Esma’ili inhabitants
of Isfahan to hide from tax collectors.
The Arab historian Masudi visited the
sitearound the same time, and records
local tradition as having believed that
the site was converted from one ofidol
worship to one of fire by “King Yustasf
(i.e.Vishtaspa, the patron of Zoroaster)
when he adopted the religion of the
Magi.”In 2002 archaeologist Alireza
Jafari Zand published areporton pre-
IslamicIsfahanin which he emphasizes
thereligiousrole of the complex, and
withreference toradiocarbon dating
suggests thatthe construction was an
Elamite (pre-6th century). A doctoral
thesissuggestsa “similarity” between
the tower and an edifice in Qom
known as the Chahak fire temple; the
similarity—so the author—being that
the building in Qom has a cylindrical
structure at the top while the tower
in Isfahan is based on a circular
plan.

WHERETO EAT

Cafe Narvan: Very Beautiful

Experience

Katrina P, Amazing Service
This cafeis Realtor great. The staffis so fun and helpful.
Theyalso provide a greatquality of the coffee.

SandraD, One ofthe bestplaces for coffee in Esfahan
Located nearthe entrance of the Bazaar, Narvan Cae
has great coffee (you geta choice of 1-shotor 2-shot
cappuccino), excellentserviceandagreatatmosphere,
eitherinside orinone ofthelittle tablesin the middle
ofthebazaaraction.

JakubK, Clean cozy café

This clean, small cozy café islocated near the main
squareinbazar street. Coffee qualityis good and also
free wifiis provided.

JD D,Prague, Czech Republic, Very good cake

Very good coffee and the baklava cake. Itslocated
twenty meters from the entrance to the bazar. Sit
outside and observe thevibe

LalM, Bangkok, Thailand, Greatlittle cafe
Thislittle cafeis tucked justinside the main entrance
tothebazaar; afew steps through the Qeysarie Gate.
Englishis spokenandboth timeswe wenttheyasked
ifeverythingwas okay - whichitmore than was. Great
coffee!

Steptoiran, Shiraz, Iran, Best choice in old Bazar
Cafe Narvanislocated atthe entrance of Queisaryeh
Bazarandisthe bestplace foramorning coffee and
exploring old Bazar. Homemade cakes and Turkish
delight (Kadayef) servein this cafe. Another specialty
ofthisplaceistheirIsfahandrink.

Q9 Queisarieh Bazar,Nagsh E Jahan, Esfahan, Iran

WHERETO STAY

AtighTraditional Hotel:
Nice And Warm

A

Atigh Traditional Hotel isan ancient place that was built
inQajareraabouttwohundredyearsago. Thishotelisa
wonderful and peaceful place thathas two courtyards,
the outer courtyard and inner courtyard. Hotel entrance
doorhasalongcorridor. The rooms are in both yards;
this hotel has 21 rooms with different capacities,
restaurant, cafe, and teabar ....In the northern side of
outer courtyard thereisamainroomthatisbetween
outerandinner courtyard. Thatis decorated with an
unbelievable and wonderful painting, moldingand great
sashes. Atigh Traditional Hotel is near James Mosque
and the greatbazaar of Esfahan. You have quickaccess to
the historical places suchas NaghsheJahan square and
greatmonuments from Atigh Hotel. In thishotel, rooms
haveall facilities thatare required for our guests, such as
safe box, coffee maker, hairdryer, minibar, TV... Distance
toairport: 30 minutes by car Facilities: Refrigerator, TV,
Suite, Restaurant, Wi-Fi, Parking, prayingroom, Lobby,
Satellite, Internetinlobby,... Hours and Days of work:
Hotelis open 24 hoursaday. Working time of restaurant:
from7:30 AM till 12 PM Internet Access inside and
outside ofroomis possible. Using of Internet for first
time (100 MB) is free but for nexttime itis not free.
AccesstoIranian TV channels is possible. Smoking is
permittedinthe courtyard. Entering petsis notallowed.
Because thishotelisatraditional hotel, accessing to
wheelchairisalmostdifficult. Thereis no smokingroom.
Breakfastisincluded. Bathrooms have atoilet. Hotel
serves Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and room service is
possible. Parkinglotisavailable. Transportation to the
airportisavailable. Hotel haslaundry. Staff can speak
twolanguages, Persian and English. Hotel has doorman
Thishotel has single rooms, double rooms, triple rooms,
4-bedroom, clubboard and rooms with kitchen.

No3 0,37th Alley, Ebn-e-Sina St, Shohada Sq, Esfahan
81464,Iran




"Tehran: Investors Lose ' Trust

Over Pricing Flip-Flops

New developments in the [ranian capital market seem to have
stemmedinlarge partinthe mercantile exchange. The same trend
wasseen lastweek with the oil-product pricing conundrum.

Thelostfaith doesnotseem to have returned to the market, as the
accumulation of good news did notlead to solid gains for stock

marketplayersinlastweek’s trade.

Tehran Stock Exchange'sall-shareindex, TEDPIX, inched up 242
points or %0.2 during the week thatended on September 7 to

closeat137,714.2.

Iran FaraBourse’sbenchmarkindex, [FX, gained 23.5 points or

%1.5tostandat1,579.9, Financial Tribune reported.
IME Setting the TSE Course

NEWS

Most Consumers Complain About
Bread, Fruit

More than 28,100 public complaints were filed against
goods and service providers with the industries, mining
and trade organizations of Iranian provinces during the fifth
month ofthe [ranian calendar (July 23-Aug. 22),accordingto
areportreleased by the Consumerand Producer Protection
Organization.

Some 88% ofthe complaints pertained to products and
theresttoservices. Most of the complaints againstsellers
pertained to those of bread, fruitand vegetables, IRNA
reported. Restaurantsand parkinglots were service centers
accounting for amajority of complaints. Iranians can file
complaints againstbusinesses through the hotline 124,
accordingto Financial Tribune.

Iran Scrapping Cash Withdrawal

From Germany

Iranhasinformed German financial regulator BaFin thatit
wouldbedroppingitsearlierrequesttorepatriate funds from
thebank, Germanmediaoutlets,including Deutsche Presse-
Agenturand Sueddeutsche Zeitungreported on Tuesday.
Iftransferred, the fundswould have beenthelargestamount
of cash everremoved from German coffersin the country’s
history, Sputnik reported. Washington, which started
imposingincrementally harshrestrictions against Tehran
afterwithdrawingfromthenuclear dealin May, had pressured
German authorities notto hand over the money. German
governmentofficialssaidin]Julythattheyhad noindicationto
suggestthatIranhadany planstousethe fundsto fund militant
groupsas claimed by the US, Bild reported. US sanctions
againsttheIranian energy, portsand shippingsectors,aswell
asforeign financial institutions doingbusiness with Iranian
ones,areexpected togointo effecton November 5.Inthe wake
ofWashington’sloomingreimposition ofsanctions, China, India,
Russiaand European countrieshave scrambled tofind waysto
sustainbusinessties with Iran,accordingto Financial Tribune.

Iran Provincial Home Sales Buck the
Trend

While Tehran’shousing markethasregistered three months
of consecutive declinesinhome salesand price surges,
similar markets of other provinces exhibitadifferenttrend.
Tehran’s housing market is on the verge of sliding back
into recession after experiencingaboom phase that only
lasted for nine months. Things are bad in other provinces
aswell, buttoamuchlesser degree, reports the website of
Eghtesad News citingdata from Donya-e-Eqtesad’s Persian
newspaper.Reviewingthe volume ofhousingdealsincities
other than Tehranand a few other major cities, especially
towns with populations ofunder 200,000 people, shows
thatnotonly did they notexperience asevere declineinthe
number of home deals during the past few months, they
actually saw an uptick. While Tehran’shome deals usually
constituted more than halfofallhome dealsacrossIran,
the cityregisteredlessthan 12,000 deals during the fourth
and fifth months of the current year with the total volume
ofdealsinIranexceeding 25,000 in this period. Monthly
changesinthe volume ofhome dealsin other cities showed
average upticks of 1% in those two months while Tehran’s
dealsdeclined by 10% and 5% on an annual basis.
According to thereport, there are two major reasons
behind this trend: oneis the different trajectory of growth
foraverage home prices between metropolises like Tehran
and other small cities and the otheristhe differencein the
trajectory ofhousinginflation and the behavior offirst-time
homebuyers.

Two weeks ago, National Iranian Oil Refining and Distribution
Company announced thatits products were tobe priced in Iran
Mercantile Exchange on the basis of Secondary Forex Market.

IME pricesare setbased onaformulathatincludes the forex price.
Butitbacked down after two days, leavinginvestorsin dismay. As
aresultofinconsistentdecisions on the part of NIORDC, all the
major players,base metalsand petrochemsaswellas oil products,

lostthetrustofinvestors.

Lastweek, however, sawanotherboostin the index on Sunday
and Monday for precisely the same reason as last week: Oil
product price ceiling was announced to have been removed.
The smallerindustries, cement, paper and such, whose upward
trend had come to ahaltearlierin the week followed suit, gaining
onthe same axis asthe stock giants, the Donya-e-Bourse weekly

reported.

CB1 Movesto Re

Firms

The Central Bank of Iran has
recognized leasing firms as
separate entities from monetary
players, potentially openinganew
chapterinthe country’slending
sector.

Accordingtothe secretary-general
of Iranian National Leasing
Association, CBI’s Department
of Studies and Regulations has
announced new definitions
and categorizations for leasing
companies through aformalletter
senttotheassociation on Sept. 2.

“The letter designated the position
ofleasing companiesin the country’s
monetary and financial regime since
it said they will be categorized as
financial entities offering facilities that
do not accept deposits and operate
underlicense from the central bank,”
Mohammad HadiMogeialso told IBENA
onWednesday.

He said the strategy of the association
was to clearly define the positionand
definition of leasing operations and the
centralbankhasnowmade decisions.
Stressing thatseveral key aspects must
be consideredin the new categorization,
Mogqeisaid leasing forms are official
financial entities in the country similar
to capital marketbrokersandinvestment
banks, butwith clear differences.
“Leasing companies are the type of
financial entities thatallocate creditand
arefacilitators. No other financial entities
inthe country offerloans exceptleasing
companies, which differentiates them
from monetary entities,” he said.

The official pointed out that the main
characteristicis thatleasing firms are
prohibited from accepting deposits that
putstheminaspecialspot. He elaborated
thatmonetary entities like banks are
allowed toacceptdepositsand allocate
loans, whereasleasing companies cannot
acceptdepositseventhoughtheyallocate
facilities.

“Now that the definition and

IME.

Thebase metal symbols performed
poorly on the closing day of the
trading week,
bleedding in reaction to the
worldwide downtrend of base
metals,aswell as the price ceiling
imposed upon steel productsin

The newregulation setthe base price

of steel productsat%?5 below whatitwas,
butallows for an additional %5 of change in
eachweek.
Justlike last week, smaller industries are enjoying a steady
growth in their value, as capital holders are becoming more
willing to take chances with less grandiose shares.

sulate Leasing

apparently

CAPITAL 5,
WRIET

pricing

categorization ofleasingactivities have
been offered by the central bank, itistime
todeviseregulations for creditallocators
who donotacceptdeposits,” the head of
theassociationsaid.

Mogqei stressed that a number of
regulationsapplyingtobanksand credit
institutions donotapply toleasing firms.
Thoseinclude the Basel Accords, the set
ofrecommendations forregulationsin
thebanking industry and other similar
supervision-related regulations.

“A number of other regulations
pertaining to financial institutions
such as insurance companies and
investmentbanks donotapplytoleasing
companies. Thisisanew chapterinthe
categorization of financialand monetary
entitiesinthe country,” he said.
Henoted that forleasing companies to
earnestly begin work, the National Tax
Administration and the judiciary must
become fullyacquainted with theirwork
to execute taxregulations and potential
legal prosecution cases to the full extent
ofthelaw.

“Standards concerning auditing
and financial reporting, including
identification ofincome, calculating
resources and categorizing items on
balance sheets, mustbe conducted based

onthis categorization of activities by the
central bank,” he said.

Mogqeialso said thatitis essential to
differentiate between the legal
activities ofleasing firms and similar
illegal operations prevailing in
unofficial markets, which will flush
outintermediaries operating in the
markets for capital goodslike vehicles
and gradually eliminate negative
misconceptions about leasing
companies.

Leasing firms are slated to begin their
operations in earnest to assist the
process of financingin Iran’s markets
and take a load off banks and credit
institutions. They have been especially
eyedto entertheailinghousing market
and fill the gaps, butno tangible results
have materialized yet.

Mogeihad announcedin October2017
thatthereisamultilateral pushamong
the Housing Departmentofthe Ministry
of Roads and Urban Development,
the ministry’s Planning and Economy
Office, the National Leasing Association
and CBI’s Research and Regulations
Department, which have led to the
establishmentofataskgroup to devise
adirective thatwill allowleasing firms to
enterthehousing market.

Parliament Rejects
Controversial Bill

unitsandrelated unions.

The parliament has voted against the bill
obliging the government to streamline the
distribution network for providing Iranian
households with essential goods through
consumer cooperatives, chain stores, guild

Under the rejected bill, the Consumer and
Producer Protection Organization would have

beentasked with setting the prices of essential
goodsatlower pricesbased onthe subsidized

foreign currency theyreceive.

IRNAreported.

Thebill, which only won the vote of 86 out of
200lawmakersin parliament’s Wednesday
opensession, was opposed by the government,

Speakingin supportof the parliamentary
rejection of the bill, Government Spokesman
Mohammad Bager Nobakht said the move
would have givenrise to corruption.“The same

people who queued in frontof bureauxde
changewould have done the same, thistime in

frontofstores [tobuygoodsatreduced prices],”

he was quoted as saying by ILNA, referring to
those who flocked to buy dollar in the wake of
the currency crisis facing the country.

Thegovernmentorderedthe closure ofbureaux

Bankoflran.

dechange amid the mayhem thatunfolded, but
lately some money exchangers resumed their
businesses with the consent of the Central
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Areview of official datapublished
in Central Bank of [ran’s reports
by Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Minesand Agriculture
shows thatrisingliabilities of the
banking system to the central
bankhasbeen the mainreason
behind asurgingmonetarybase.
CBIreports show thatby the end
ofthe fourth month ofthe current
fiscal year on July 22, Iran’s
monetary base reached 2.53
quadrillionrials (19.34$ billion)
to signify an %18.2 growth
compared to when the current
fiscalyear began on March 20.
“Calculations show thatabout
%7 ofthe monetary base growth
has been due to an %11.4 rise

Bank Debts Behind Monetary Base Growth

in the debts of banks to the
central bank,” TCCIM said in a
shortanalysis published onits
official website, pointing out that
thisreflectsa %61 share of total
monetary base growth in the
aforesaid period.

“Based on central bank figures,
the result of this has been
reflected inanincrease of more
than 1 quadrillion rials (7.65$
billion) in the country’s total
liquidity,” Financial Tribune
quoted him as saying. Rampant
moneysupplyisone ofthe biggest
ailmentshurtingIran’s economy,
especially during the past few
months when a currency crisis
challenged allmarkets.
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+Fish Feed
Export Ban
Lifted

The ban on fish feed

export has Dbeen
lifted, the director
general of Export
Affairs Bureau with
the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs
Administrationsaid.
Ali Akbar Shamani
communicated thisina
letter to customs offices
nationwide on Tuesday.
The official added
that permits have to
be acquired from Iran
Fisheries Organization
toresumethe product’s
export, ILNAreported.
The government had
decided in July to
ban the export of 18
agricultural products
“until further notice”.
The move was aimed
atputtinganendtothe
reexportofessential
goods imported into
the country using
subsidized foreign
currency.
Theseitemsincluded
corn, wheat, flour,
barley, oat, oilseeds,
unprocessed oil, palm
oil, alfalfa, straw and
wheat straw, fish meal,
bran, soybean meal,
press cakes, fish feed,
additives for fish feed,
ryeand sorghum.

In early August,
right  after  the
implementation
of the new forex
market policies,
the government
announced 25
categories of products,
fortheimportofwhich
subsidized foreign
currency will be
allocated to ward off
any possible shortage.
Importers of these
items, including
rice, wheat, poultry,
egg, fertilizers,
seeds, raw sugar, oil,
soybean, heavy tires,
publication paper,
tea, pharmaceuticals
and essential medical
equipment, and
machineryusedforthe
production of essential
goods, could enjoy
subsidized foreign
currency at the rate
of 42,000 rials per
dollar.
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DoNotTake
Muharram
From People

..Imam Hussein (AS)
is a long-standing
and well-liked
traditional among
most Muslims, and
especially the Shiites
ofthe world, which
is more prevalent
in our country, and
the night and day
of Tasooah and
Ashura reach their
peak. However, can
people make their
charity food thisyear
with this inflation
situation? the prices
of all consumer
goods in Iran have
grown dramatically.
Since last year's
Muharram, the
price of disposable
tableware, which
is one of the most
important pieces
of this month, has
increased 6 times.
Petrochemicals
in the country use
the government's
currency and sell
their export goods
to the euro and the
dollar. Now, when it
comes to providing
services to people,
they have expanded
their dishes six
times. Meanwhile,
our country is self-
sufficientin the field
of petrochemicals
and no primary
materialis purchased
from abroad. Rice s
another essential
itemin the month of
Muharram, which
hasseenrisingprices
in the pastfew days.
0il has also been
dropped in stores
withlittle supply and
certainly, thisdecline
in supply is due to
large speculation.
The price of sugar
and tea has also
changed. Perhapsthe
public has, in some
cases, increased
the speculationand
the rise in prices.
However, responsible
for controlling these
disruptions, of
course, should be a
specificorganization
so that no one can
play with people's
beliefs and keep the
youth away from the
religion of Islam and
revolution. Itis true
thatresistance has
been impregnated
with the blood of
the Iranian people
but the use of this
sustainability
culture can have
irretrievable
consequences and
we must not allow
speculators to take

all the peoples
belonging, even
Muharram, from

them.

PLO Describes as Hypocritical US
Plan to Close I'ts Washingt

on Office

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) condemned
on Monday the US administration's plan to shut down its
Washington office describingitashypocritical and biased.Ahmed
Tamimi, member ofthe PLO Executive Committee and head of its
Human Rightsand Civil Society Department, said the decision was
“hypocritical and blatantly biased toward the extremistright wing
Israeligovernment”, WAFAreported.Tamimiadded that this decision

isanother one ofanti-Palestinian policies by US President Donald Trump’

topsecurityofficial

S
administration which began with the recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and the
transfer ofthe US embassy from Tel Avivto Jerusalem, the decision to stop all funding for the United
Nations Reliefand Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) and the recent cancellation of

UStargeting Iran’s economy, industry:

Ali Shamkhani, the Secretary of Supreme National Security Council
(SNSC),said Mon. that SNSCwill supportIranianindustriesagainstUS
unilateralsanctionswhicharetargetinglranianeconomyandindustry.Ali
Shamkhani, the Secretary ofthe Supreme National Security Council of Iran
(SNSC), paidavisitto IranKhodroindustrial complexinwestern outskirt
of Tehran.When he was visiting the semi state-owned giant car maker,
whichisthebiggestinthe Middle East, he was asked why he was visitingan
industrial complexwhilehe wasservingasthesecretaryofthe Supreme National
Security Council of Iran.Shamkhaniresponded thatas the focus of Iran’s enemies
iscurrently onthe sectors ofeconomyand production, theissue of industryisnowmore
security-wise.“Recently, wehave formedananti-corruption committeeinthe SNSCtoaddress theissueinamore

funding of Palestinian hospitalsin occupied East]erusalem.

important

preciseandbroadermannerandhelptheJudiciary withstagingaserious campaignagainstcorruption,”headded.

First VP: US NotAbletoZero
Iran's Oil Exports

Iranian First Vice-President Eshaq

Jahangiri downplayed the US attempts

and pressures to stop exports of oil from

Iran."That the US says it will zero down

Iran's oil saleisabaseless word, although

reductionin the oil salesis possible,”

Jahangirisaid, addressing ameetingin

Tehran on Monday.

Hereferredtothe USrulingsystem'sattemptsto
pressure the Iraniannation, and said, "Theyare
notaftermilitaryaction because they are aware
ofitsdestructive consequences for the world."
Jahangiri explained that the enemies,
spearheaded by the US, have started asoftbattle
againstthe Iranian nation and are trying to
influence the publicopinion through economic
and mediapressures.
InrelevantremarksinJuly,Jahangiriunderlined
thatthe Islamic Republicwould increaseits oil
salesdespitethe USthreatstobringthe country's
crude outputtozero.

"We promise to sell as much oil as we can and
protect banking cooperation with foreign
countries," Jahangirisaid.

Heunderlined that Washington was trying to
stop Iran’s petrochemical, steel and copper
exports,and said, "America seeks toreduce
Iran’s oil sales, our vital source ofincome, to
zero.”

US President Donald Trump announced on

Iran Blasts US Double-Standard Approach to

Palestine

[ranian Foreign Minister MohammadJavad Zarifblasted the USadministration
forits double-standardsvis-a-vis the Palestinian nation."Trump regime flip-
flopsare truly comical; one week; its talking pointis thatweare "squandering"
ourresourcesabroad, the nextweekit'sthatwe've notfinancially supported the
Palestinians enough," Zarifwrote on his Twitteraccounton Saturday.According
to Fars News Agency, Zarif's remarks came as the US Department of Sate
announced earlier thatitwill cutover 200$ millioninaid to the Palestinians."We
haveundertakenareview ofthe US assistance to the Palestinian Authorityand
inthe West Bankand Gazato ensure these fundsare spentinaccordance with
USnationalinterestsand provide value to the US taxpayer,” the statementread.

May 8 that Washington would nolonger remain
partoftheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) and promised tore-impose the highest
level of economicsanctionsagainstIran.

The sanctions reinstated on Iran on May 8
included boycottoflran's crude suppliesand
bansontransferofits cruderevenues. Thereis
a180daysinterval before these sanctions come
into effect. Other USsecondary sanctions were
reinstated lastmonth.

After Trump's declaration, the Iranian
governmentissued a statement, calling the
USwithdrawal as "unlawful". The statement
underlined Iran's prerequisites for continuing
the deal with the five world powers. These
conditions thatwerereiterated later by Iran's
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei

later mainly included Iran's guaranteed crude
salesand transfer of itsrevenuesbackhome.
Two months later, the other five powers
party to the nuclear deal have failed to satisfy
Iran. President Hassan Rouhani voiced his
disappointment over a recent package of
incentives proposed by the European Union
countries to Tehran, and said thatthe Islamic
Republicexpected amuch better, clearer and
explicitstance by the EU."Unfortunately, the
EU’s package of proposalslacked an operational
solutionand aspecificmethod for cooperation,
and featuredjustasetofgeneral commitments
like the previous statements by the European
Union," President Rouhanisaidinatelephone
conversation with German Chancellor Angela
Merkelon]uly 5.

Despite Trump Tweet, Ford Says It Won’t

Make Hatchbackin US

tariffs!”

Fordwon’tbemovingproduction ofahatchbackwagontothe United States
from China — despite President Donald Trump'’s claim Sunday thathis
taxeson Chineseimports meanthe Focus Active canbebuiltin America.
Citing Trump’snewtariffs, Ford on Aug. 31 said itwas droppingplanstoship
the Focus Active from Chinato America.

Trump took to twitter Sunday to declare victory and write: “Thisisjust
thebeginning. This car cannowbe BUILT IN THE USA and Ford will payno

ButinastatementSunday, Ford said “itwould notbe profitable tobuild the
FocusActiveinthe US” given forecastyearly salesbelow 50,000.

Trump Salutes Kim for North
Korean Parade without

Nuclear Missiles

US President Donald Trump saluted North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un on Sunday for
holding a massive military parade "without
the customary display of nuclear missiles" to
celebratehis country's 70th anniversary.
"Thisisabigand very positive statementfrom
North Korea. Thankyou To Chairman Kim. We
willboth prove everyone wrong!" he tweeted,
AsiaNewsreported.

"Thereisnothinglike good dialogue from two
people thatlike each other! Much better than
beforeltookoffice," Trump stated.

The tweetincluded a quote thatsaid experts
believe the missiles were cutfrom the parade

to show Trump North Korea's commitment
to denuclearizing."Theme was peace and
economicdevelopment,”the US presidentsaid.
The US president said on Friday he was
expecting a letter from Kim. He has since
appeared upbeataboutthe state of relations.
The two leaders metin June in Singapore,
endingatense months-longstandoffoverthe
North's missileand nucleartests.

The North Koreanleader pledged to work
toward the denuclearisation of the Korean
peninsula, following Washington's demands
fora"final, fully verified denuclearisation of
NorthKorea".

AEOI: Iran Utilizing Advanced Centrifuge Hall

NEWS

US diplomatic missions behind

Basraunrest: Iraqi group

Iraq's Hashd al-Sha’abisaysithas evidence showing US
diplomaticmissionsinthe Arab country have instigated
therecentviolenceinthe southern oil-rich city of Basra.
"We have complete information and documents that
show the US embassy and consulate in the country
caused the Basra unrest,” Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis,
the second-in-command of the volunteer anti-terror
fighters, said on Sunday.

Basrahasbeenrocked by deadly protests since Tuesday.
The protests tookan ugly turn on Friday when a group
of masked assailantsraided government buildings
and offices of political partiesand setthem ablaze. The
Iranian consulate wasamong the premises gutted in
therampage.

Muhandis held Washington responsible for the Basra
unrest, saying it was actually meant to sow discord
amongdifferentIraqipolitical partiesand movements.
He also vowed torespond to the Basraincidents and
stressed thatthe Iraqis would never engage inanother
civilwar.

President Fuad Masum condemned the attacks on
buildings, including the Iranian consulate, and called for
animmediate investigationinto theraids.
Inastatementreleased on Saturday, he said "some
extremists" had hijacked the proteststoattackIragiand
foreignbuildings.

Masum underlined the need for boosting "brotherly
relations” with Iran, which was famously the first
country torushtolraq'shelpin2014 when Daesh
terroristsreached the gates of Baghdad.

Protestersin Basraareangryaboutendemiccorruption,
collapsing infrastructure, poor public services,
high rates of poverty, soaring unemployment, and
contamination of potable water.

Trump Administration to Take
Tough Stance against International

Criminal Court

The United States on Monday will adoptan aggressive
posture againstthe International Criminal Court (ICC)
in The Hague, threatening sanctions againstitsjudges
ifthey proceed with aninvestigationinto alleged war
crimes committed by Americans in Afghanistan.
President Donald Trump’s national security adviser,
John Bolton, is to make the announcementin amidday
speechtothe Federalist Society, a conservative group,
in Washington. It will be his first major address since
joining the Trump White House.

“The United States will use any means necessary to
protectour citizensand those of our allies from unjust
prosecution by thisillegitimate court,” Bolton will say,
accordingtoadraftofhisspeech seenby Reuters.
Bolton will also say that the State Department will
announce the closure of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) office in Washington out of
concernaboutPalestinian attempts to promptan ICC
investigation ofIsrael.

The PLO office in Washington did notimmediately
respond to arequest for comment.“The United States
will always stand with our friend and ally, Israel,” says
Bolton’s draft text. The draft speech says the Trump
administration “will fight back” if the International
Criminal Court formally proceeds with opening an
investigationinto alleged war crimes committed by US
service membersand intelligence professionals during
the warin Afghanistan.

Head of the Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran Ali Akbar Salehiannounced that AEOI has
inaugurated anadvanced and highly-equipped
centrifuge manufacturinghall.

"Theadvanced centrifuge hallisinaugurated upon
directives by Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei and itis well-equipped,”
Salehisaid.

He, meantime, said that the Iranian nuclear
scientists have completelyreconstructed Tehran
reactorand itisnowanewreactor compared to
howitwastwoyearsago.

"Iran has signed a major contract with an
European country to further strengthen the
reactor;" Salehiadded.

Hesaid thatthenuclear propulsion project,which
may take 10to 15yearsto be completed, is going
ahead as planned, adding, "Both the nuclear
propulsion and the centrifuge hall projects are

withinthe frameworkoftheJoint Comprehensive
PlanofAction (JCPOA).

Salehiunderlined thatIran may suspend some of
itscommitments under the JCPOA, for examplein
relationto thevolumeandthelevel ofenrichment,
and ultimately abandon the whole nuclear deal
ifits economicinterestsare notmetunder the
agreement.

Inrelevantremarksin July, Salehiunderlined
the country's capability to increase uranium
enrichment output to 190,000 SWUs in 10
months.Salehitold the state TV that the country
has completed the construction ofanadvanced
factory specializing in the manufacturing of
centrifugerotorsin ordertoenhanceitsuranium
enrichment capacity withoutviolating the limits
setbythe2015nucleardeal.

Headded thatthe projectbecame operationalin
linewitharecentdecree by Supreme Leader ofthe

Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
todevelopa-190,000SWU uranium enrichment
capacity.

Salehisaid instead of completing the project
over the nextseven or eightyears, the country
had beenbuilding the facility in the course of
the negotiations thatled tothe 2015 nuclear
agreementwithworld countries.

“The factory was,however, notmade operational,”
saidthe AEOI chief.

Salehiadded thatthe facility can make rotors for
around 60 centrifuges ofthe IR6- designonadaily
basis, notingthatone such centrifuge can provide
anenrichmentcapacityof 10 SWUs.

The official estimated that with this factory, Iran
willbe abletoreachthe-190,000SWU capacity
within 10 months.“The (Leader) was totally
informed and we provided himwith the necessary
informationatthe time. And now with his order,

factoryhasgoneonstream,”headded.
“We have done everything in line with the
regulations,” Salehisaid.
The country has done nothinginviolation of the
United Nations nuclear watchdog’s Safeguards
Agreement, the Additional Protocol to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty - which authorizes
inspections - orthe 2015 nuclear deal itself, he
noted.
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19th edition of national handicraft
exhibitionopensin Isfahan

The 19thedition ofnationalhandicraftexhibitioninauguratedinIsfahan central
library on September 9. This exhibitionis opened for visitorsin Chehelsotoun
museumgarden Inthisexhibitions, 100 boothsare presenting the handicrafts
of 30 provinces of the country, of those 36 are assigned to the world cities of
the countrylike [sfahan, Mashhad, Shiraz, and Marivan to display their special
handicrafts.The special exhibition oftheruraland nomadic craft of Isfahan province
isalsodisplayed forthefirsttimein the 19th edition of Isfahan national handicraft
exhibition. A partofChehelsotounmuseumgarden hasbeenalsoallocated to presentthe
souvenirs ofdifferentprovinces of the countryfor the sake of tourists’ convenience.
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Do NotTake

Muharram From
People

Today is the first
day of Muharram
in 1440. In recent
months, exchange
rate fluctuations have
affected all internal
issues in Iran. Can
this change in the
exchange rate also
have its effects on
Muharram? Muharram
and Ashura have
always had a special
place in the religious
culture of the Shiites,
anditisthe basisofa
collection of traditions
and events that pass
through history as a
spiritual heritage of one
generationtoanother
generation. One of the
ceremonies this month
isto give Nazri (charity
food) to meet the
spiritual and material
merits. The ritual of
giving food mourning
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B The Central Bank of Iran hasrecognized leasing firms as separate entities from monetary players, potentially opening anew chapterin the country’s

lending sector.
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Handicraft school new step to preserve

Isfahan's cultural heritage

"Establishing a handicraft school by the efforts of

4 the creativity and new technology manage-

ment center of the municipality along with the
cooperation of the museum for contemporary arts is a new
step toward the conservation of the precious heritages of Is-
fahan,," vice-president of the Islamic City Council of Isfahan

said.

"Today, as we care about the preservation of the historical
heritage of our city, we should also have the same concern
aboutthe handicrafts, soasnotto be forgotten over time,"
Alireza Nasr Isfahani said. Emphasizing thatthe handicraft
artindifferentmajors should be transferred to the young
generation, hesaid, "Inthisregard, the creativity and new
technologies managementcenter of the municipality along
with the cooperation ofthe museum for contemporaryarts
have established the handicraftschool, so that children will
betrained with the help of masters of differentart majors."
He hoped that we will arrive to witness a huge
transformation in valuable art heritages of [sfahan by
establishing the handicraft school thatisactive in four

i

majorsofhand engraving (Ghalam Zani), enameled works
(Minakari), seven-colortiles, and pottery then we will be
abletotransfer these tangible artto the next generations.
"Itis planned thatthe handicraftschool will be active once
ortwiceaweekduringtheacademicyear. We try to provide
the contexttoadd more centers throughoutthe city and
take more advantage of experienced masters," he added.
"Handicrafts are eccentrically tied to Isfahan's culture,
sothenecessary contextshould be provided for new
generationstobe more familiar with this valuable heritage,”
NasrIsfahani continued.
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LefttoTheir

Exhibition of

deprived of the main raw material

Own Devices

Iran's machine-made carpet,
mogquette and flooring industry
dependslargely onimported raw
materialsand machinery.

Given the worsening state of
the economy, chaotic currency
marketand unstable financial and
bankingregulations, producersare
dealing with multiple challenges
originating both from inside and
outside the country. The future of
theindustry,atbest, seems gloomy
and companies, more than ever
before, seemto be leftto theirown
devices.

Tehran is hosting the 10th

Floorings, Moquette, Machine-Made
Carpetand Related Industries with
the participation of 120 domestic
and foreign companies, including
from Turkey, Chinaand Taiwan.
Speaking to Financial Tribune on
the opening day ofthe four-day expo
on Thursday, Mohammad Mehdi
Mobasher, managing director of
Pardis Baft Yazd Co.,a producer
of moquette, refers to shortage of
working capital, complications
in financial transactions with
foreign companies, high taxes and
insurance fees as the mostpressing
issues facing his manufacturing
business.

“Most moquette producers are
operating below capacity due to
lack of raw materials, such as fiber
andresin. Profitmargins are of the
descending order amid market
recessionand the systemic decline
inpurchasing power,” hesaid.

He noted that as petrochemical
companies are mostly inclined
toward export markets amid the
ever-weakeningnational currency,
local manufacturers are being

(petrochem) produced inside the
country.
Therialhaslostmorethan %70 ofits
value since the beginningof2018.
“Increased costs have also pushed
up end prices, much to our
disadvantage.”

Mobasher hasbeenactive in the
flooring industry since 1996. He
founded Pardis Baft Yazd Company
in 2007 in the Yazd Special
EconomicZone. The company was
founded with the aim of producing
and exporting to neighbors,
including Persian Gulf countries.
The company’s focus was initially
on producing artificial turf in
partnership with a Belgian
company. However, following the
impactofinternational economic
sanctions onIranoveritsnuclear
program in those years, foreign
companies walked away and Pardis
Baft was forced to enter moquette
production. Now, according to
Mobasher, with 5 million square
meters of production peryear, his
company hasa %10 share of the
domestic moquette market. Y,
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