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volume at 20% growth
this year

TheHead of National Association of Iranian
Dates (NAID) Mohsen Rashid Farrokhi

said thatvolume of date production has
registered a 20 percent hike since the
beginning of the currentyear (started
March 21) ascompared to thelastyear’s
correspondingperiod.

He pointed to the increase in rainfalls
and suitable weather conditions as the
mainreasons behind the growthin date
productioninthe country:.

Reduced production of date caused by
droughts and sudden change of exchange
rate have been cited as the mainreasons
behind the considerable price hike of date
lastyear (ended March 20,2019),headded.
Banningthe exportofdate and interfering
in pricing date by the governmentin the
pastyear hampered the export of this
product, he stated.

He went on to add that Iranian date is
presently exported to India, Southeast
Asian countries, Commonwealth
Independent States (CIS) member states,
Eurasian countries, Russiaand Europe.
Date is mainly producedin six provinces
ofthe countryincluding Kerman, Sistan
and Baluchestan, Khuzestan, Hormozgan,
Bushehrand Far, Farrokhiadded.

Egypt, Iran, Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates, Pakistan, Algeria, Iraq, Sudan,
Oman and Libya are major date producers
intheworld,headded.

Brightfuture awaiting
Z.anjan-Turkey
economic cooperation:
Experts

Anumber of Turkish and Zanjaniactivists
in the fields of industry, trade and
handicrafts stressed the need for further
improvinginteraction, describingitasa
base forabright future for the economic
and commercial exchangesbetween the
twosides.

A group of Turkish entrepreneurs and
economicactivists from several Turkish
provinces held talks with representatives
of the state and private sectors to
identify capacities and areas of mutual
collaboration.

Addressing the meeting, director of the
Entrepreneurs Association of Turkey said
that promoting communications with
neighboringand Muslim statesisapriority
ofhis country.

Despite sanctions againstIran, Turkey is
seekingtoboostties with Iran, asitisafter
ways to enhance collaboration, Nihat Tanri
Kolosaid.

As for the establishment of special
industrial towns for Turkish investorsin
Zanjan, he added that talks to that effect
havebeenheld between the two sides.
Head of Zanjan Forensic Department,
as well as Head of World Association
of Peace and Friendship Physicians in
the province Hossein Babaei, hailed the
existing opportunities for collaboration
between the two countries, saying that
Zanjan boasts of suitable capacity in the
field ofhealth tourism.
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Mashhad, 2nd destination for health
touristsin Iran

Mashhad University of Medical Sciences Health
Tourism Director said on Monday that Mashhad
hasthehighesthealthtouristsafter Tehran.

Iranisoneofthe
major tourism
destinationsin
the world and

N E w s the tourists

NEwWS coming to Iran
SRR canalsobecome
a major source for
informing the people of
their countries about
the advances the health
facilities of Iran have
made.
Medical tourismmadean
economic contribution
ofaround $1.2 billion to
the countryin the past
Iranian year (March
2017-March 2018).
According to Iran's
Health Ministry, Iran
attracted around
300,000 medical tourists
in2017 and thenumber
nearly doubled over the
followingyear.
Iran has setits goals to
exceeditsyearlymedical
tourists to around two
million in the Iranian
yearof 1404.He said that
theministrybelievesthat
Iran has the potential to
become a top medical
tourism destinationin
theregion.Itisamong
the top three leading
destinations of such
touristsin West Asia.
Mohammad Esmaeil
Khayyamitold IRNA that
Mashhad has special
statusin health tourism
due to Imam Reza (AS)
Shrine and thatthereare
well-equipped medical
centers and medical
staff and competitive
medical costs that can
be a pioneer in health
tourisminthe country.
He added thatlastyear
morethan 22,000 health
touristsreceived medical
servicesinhospitalsand
surgical centers under

&4&1

the auspices of Mashhad
University of Medical
Sciences.

He added that the
number of health
tourists who received
servicesin the field of
outpatient, outpatient
and paraclinical services
in Mashhad lastyearis
over100,000.
Khayyami added that
during this time, health
touristsfrom 56 different
nationalities were
accepted in Mashhad,
mostofthem fromIraq,
Afghanistan, Bahrain,
Turkmenistan, Pakistan
and Kuwait, respectively.
Hkx Iran's
Infrastructures to
promote Health
Tourism
About98hospitalsand
14 travel companies have
sofarbeenissuedhealth
tourism permits across
the country.
Furthermore, Iran’s
Tourism Development
Association has been
formed by the council to
help attractinvestment
and garner the support
ofgovernmententities.
The association is
also responsible for
promoting authorized
centersand introducing
them to both Iranians
and foreigners. It is

Solution: NO 390

~
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expected to introduce
health tourism service
providers through a
comprehensive online
portal.

Iran’s ultimate goalis to
earnaround $25billiona
year through tourism by
2025,around $2.5billion
of which will come from
medical tourism.
According to a report
in 2016 by Big Market
Research, the global
medical tourism market
is expected to reach
$143 billion by 2022.
Itwasreported in May
that the number of
tourists travelingto Iran
for advanced medical
services has grown by
40% in the past five
years.Iran has a highly
educated workforce
and is a regional
leaderin scientificand
health development.
Itis one of the top five
countriesintheworldin
biotechnology.
According to statistics,
most of the health
tourists are from
Persian Gulf countries,
Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Turkmenistan and
Central Asian states.
Most travel for organ
transplants (especially
the liver) and for
various eye surgeries,

orthopedic surgery,
kneearthroplasty,dental
services and cosmetic
treatments.

The  hospitals of
Razavi (in Mashhad,
northeastern province
of Khorasan Razavi),
Namazi (in Shiraz,
southeastern province
of Fars), and two health
centers in Tehran and
border hospitals are
Iran'stop health tourism
destinations.

***IVF Treatment
Alsosome people travel
for assisted pregnancy,
such as in-vitro
fertilization, surrogacy
or freezingembryos for
retro-production.

The highly specialized
Academic Jihad
Infertility Centerin Qom
hasbeenthe destination
ofmany medical tourists.
“Over 400 foreign
infertile couples have
been admitted to the
infertility center in this
southwestern province
to receive medical
treatment,” says the
center's chief.

“The couples mostly
came from Iraq, Pakistan,
Turkey, Azerbaijan,
Sweden and several
African countries,”
Mohammad Ebrahim
Faqgihzadeh said.

LastSouth Pars Phase 14 platform loaded
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The last offshore platform
belongingtoPhase 14 ofthe South
Pars Gas Fieldhasbeenloadedat
theyard ofIran Marine Industrial
Company (SADRA).Reza Gharibi,
caretaker of platforms Cand D
ofPhase 14 of thejointgas field
said the operation toload the
structure was carried out at
SADRAyard, Shanareported on
Sunday.He said Platform 14D
was the fourthandlastplatform
ofthe projectand was built for
theproductionof14.2 mcm/d
of gas (equal to 500 mcf/d).By
theinstallation ofthe 2,400-ton
platform, the offshore section

ofthe field willbe complete and
production of 56 mcm/d of rich
gas would be achieved in the
project.Gharibi further said that
anHL-5,000 cranewouldbeused
fortheinstallation ofthe platform.
Thethird platform of Phase 14
came onstreamlastweek,and
the phase will go on full swing
with theinstallation of the last
platforminthe comingdays.
South Pars field is the world's
largestgasfield, shared between
[ranand Qatar, coveringanarea
0f 3,700 square kilometers of
Iran's territorial waters in the
Persian Gulf.
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What's News

Iranian
President
Visits
Petrochemical
Industry
Exhibitiona

Iranian  President
Hassan Rouhani
on Monday paid a
visit to an exhibition
on the country’s
latest products and
achievements in the
petrochemicalindustry.
Rouhani’s visit came
ontheoccasion of the
National Petrochemical
Industry Day, which
was marked on Sunday.
[ranian Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar
Zanganehaccompanied
the president during
the visit. Rouhani
planned to deliver
a speech to the
petrochemicalindustry
officialsafter the visit.

Backin May, Managing
Director of Iran’s
National Petrochemical
Company (NPO)
Behzad Mohammadi
unveiled plans forabig
riseinthe production
of petrochemicals,
saying the annual
income from domestic
petrochemical output
is expected to hit $25
billion within the next
twoyears.

In August 2018, NPC
officials said Iran’s
petrochemicalindustry
was “unsanctionable”
and that the exports
would continue on
schedule despite the US
sanctions.Washington
imposed new sanctions
on Tehran after
withdrawing from the
2015Irannucleardeal
inMay2018.

In September,
Zanganeh said the
country was on the
verge ofthesecondleap
in the petrochemical
industry that would
increase the annual
output to above
100 million tons,
adding that a third
leap was expected
to further raise the
production capacity
of the country’s
petrochemicalindustry
to more than 150
million tons.

GOLD PRICE PEROUNCE
1 51178
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Iran,allies
cankeep
region secure,
foreign forces
notneeded:
Commander

Iran andits allies can
maintain  regional
security without any
need to foreign forces,
says a top Iranian
military commander
following naval
maneuvers jointly
carried out by the
Islamic ~ Republic,
Russiaand Chinainthe
Sea of Oman and the
Indian Ocean.

The drills kicked
off on Friday and
covered 17,000 square
kilometers consisting
of various tactical
exercises,suchastarget
practice and rescuing
shipsfromassaultsand
fires.

Brigadier  General
Ebrahim Dehqani,
who is in charge of
the Naval Operations
Department at the
General Staff of the
Iranian Armed Forces,
made the remarks
while speaking to
reporters on the
sidelines of the drills
on Sunday, Fars news
agencyreported.
“Our friends will be
assured  [through
these drills] that the
maritime security
canbe established by
the Islamic Republic
of Iran and its allies
and there is no need
to the presence
of foreign forces,
especially Americans,
in the region,” the
commander said.
“The presence of
Americans only
creates insecurity in
theregion.”
American forces, the
commander added,
have left the Persian
Gulf and the Sea of
Oman for the northern
part of the Indian
ocean, “which proves
thattheyare wellaware
of theirincapability in
ensuring their own
security.”

The Iranian
commander said the
message of the drills
to enemies is that
their slightest mistake
will face a crushing
response from the
Armed Forces of Iran,
adding, “Joint drills
will be certainly held
incomingyearsand we
will even hold similar
drills with other
countriesintheregion.”

Senior Iranian cleric hails
Sheikh Zakzaky’s bravery
against Nigeriangovt.

Senior Iranian Cleric, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, praised the
braveries ofthejailed leader of Nigeria’s Islamic Movement,
Sheikh Ibrahim Zakzaky, calling on the diplomatic officials
tomake every effortand provide the grounds for releasing
thecleric.

“The endurance and endeavors of Sheikh Zakzaky are
ablessing from God; But, we, for our part, have abigger
obligation toward him,and [hope ourauthorities, with God

Almighty’s assistance, can fulfill their responsibilities in this
regard [to help release the cleric],” Ayatollah Javadi Amoli
said inameeting with the daughters of the jailed clericin
Qom.

Duringthe meeting, one of the daughters of Sheikh Zakzaky
said his father had been under the supervision of security
forcesduringthe pastfouryears.

“Presently, my fatheris underhigh pressureand the Nigerian
governmentdoesnotlethimuse medical services," she said,
noting thatthe Nigerian Governmentis putting pressure on
Sheikh Ibrahim Zakzaky with support from the USand Saudi
Arabia.

Shereminded that Sheikh Zakzaky had traveled to India for

surrender: President Rouhani

Iran’s President stressed thatthe time
ofsanctions and pressure against the
Iranian nation will cometoanend one
day.

Speaking on
Monday at

=
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treatmentbut due to cooperation
between the Nigerian and Indian
governments, he wasreturned to
Nigeriaand imprisoned.

Sheikh Zakzaky, who is in his
mid-sixties, lost the sight of his
lefteyeina 2015 raid by security
forces, thatleftmore than 300 ofhis
followersand three ofhis sons dead. His
wife also sustained serious injuries during

theraid.

He hasbeenkeptin custody along with hiswife and alarge
number of his followers ever since.

NEWS

Iran slams ‘US clear actof

terrorism’ against Iraq
Iranhasvehemently condemned the Sunday attack of
the US forces againstIraqi Popular Mobilization Units,
describingtheactasaclearactofterrorism.

“The US’ deplorable military aggression against the
Iragisoiland forcesisaclearsign ofterrorism,” Iranian
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousavi said on
Monday.

Mousavi urged the United States to respect the
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Iraqand stopitsinterferencesin the country.

Noting that Washington’s claims on the fight against
terrorismare nothingbutabiglie, Mousavisaid, “Such

Hassan Rouhanisaid, “I
explicitly say thatthetime
ofsanctions and pressure
against the Iranian
nation will come to an
end one day, because the
enemies and ill-wishers
have understood that
they cannot force us to
surrender with maximum
pressures,” he said.

The President continued
saying that the enemies’
goal by putting pressure
on the Iranian nation
was to take us to the
negotiation table,
accepting whatever
they say, adding, "This
approachisimpossible
towards Iran”.

“Under the conditions
of war, all countries
have their own specific
conditions,” he continued,
adding, "Some complain
thatthe governmenthas
notbeen able to fulfil the
promises thatitmadein
the firstterm, butwe had
made those promisesin

the conditions of peace,
butwe entered awar that
we had notstarted”.

“The enemies began the
war against the Iranian
nation with the aim of
breakingthe greatIranian
nation,” said Rouhani.
Headded, "Since the year
1397, the enemies have
waged a fully-fledged
economic war against
Iran, in which they have
sofarbeenunsuccessful”.
Stating thatthe enemies’
goals by waging the
economic war has not
been achieved, and
will not be achieved
in the future, he said
that the people do not
have any problem for
their everyday life and
essentials.

He also mentioned the

promising employment
figures in this year’s
springand summer, saying
thatboostin employment
means that productionis
ontherighttrack.

“Beingable to somehow
harness the severe
inflation thathad begun
since the end oflastyear
means thatthe enemies
have been unsuccessful
inadvancingtheir goals,”
said the President.

Dr. Rouhani said that
almostallpoliticalleaders
in the world we meet
with say thatthe United
States made a mistake
and thatthey have been
unsuccessful towards
Iran, adding, "Even the
closest US friends have
said it. They say that in
their private meetings,

the Americans say that
their calculations about
Iranwerewrong”.

The President of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
also said, "Our people
understand well who has
putpressure on them. It
webegan the war, itwould
be correct to be under
question about why we
didit,butwe havelived up
to our commitments”.
“The people have chosen
the right path and
distinguished friends
from enemies well, thus
making the enemies’
entire propaganda
machineuseless,” hesaid.
The President also said,
"The enemiesthoughtthat
they could decrease our
foreign exchange income
byreducingour oil sales”.

Trump's hardline
strategy against Iran
isaFailure; U.S

Professor

“U.Spressure has strengthened the hard
linersinIranandhurtthe moderates,”
A Political Science professor at Rice
University Richard Stoll told .The U.S
professorrefers torelations between
Iran and U.S and said that Trump
believes thatahardline strategy will
produceresults. From his perspective

thiswillhappen;itjusthasn’thappened
yet. So,he will stick with this strategy.

“Butsofarthishashappenedbehind the
scenesand hasnotproduced avisible
changeinlranianforeign and defense

policy”

Askedaboutlran's economicproblems,
he added thatIthink the only way to
reduce problemsisto take actions that
reduce the sanctions that Western
countries have puton Iran. But this
would involve changing policies thatI
believe areimportantto Iransoldon’t
thinkitislikely to happenunlessthe
hardlinershave theirinfluence reduced.

”

now.

“The membership of FATF consists of
mostofthe important countriesinthe
world. Itwould help Iranifitchanged
itsbehaviorso FATF nolonger feltitwas
financingterrorism.”

the U.S professor said “Both Iran and
those states that oppose it have to
believe thatall parties are sincerely
tryingto find solutions to the problems.
Butldon’tbelieve thatthisis the case

Richard Stoll confirmed that prisoner
swap would have a positive effect but
thereneedsto be progress on other
issuestomakereal progress.

assaults,onceagain, disproved the US’ claim on fighting
thelISILterroristgroupinlraq.”

“The UShasinfacttargeted the positions of the forces
thathave been fighting terrorists and have inflicted
severe damages upon them through the pastyears,”
headded.The spokesmanreiterated thatsuchamove
showsthe US’ undeniable supportto terrorism, calling
onthe Americanregime to take responsibility for its
illegal measures.

He expressed the Islamic Republic’s support to
Iraq’sindependence and territorial integrity and
commiserated with the families of the victims of the
heinousattack.

The US forces launched deadly airstrikes against
Kata'ib Hezbollah bases, whichis partofiraq's Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU), on Sunday night, claiming
thattheattackshavebeeninresponsetoalleged attacks
targeting USand coalition forces.

Kuwait Says Respects Iran’s

Territorial Integrity

Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled al-]Jarallah
said thathis country respects territorial integrity
of the Islamic Republicand thatits foreign policy is
based on “non-interference ininternal affairs and good
neighborliness”.

Kuwait’s foreign policy was “based onrespecting the
sovereigntyand non-interferenceininternal affairsand
goodneighborliness,” al-Jarallah told [ran’s Ambassador
to Kuwait City Mohammad Irani on Sunday, KUNA
reported.The Kuwaiti official reassured the Iranian
diplomat that his country respects the territorial
integrity of the Islamic Republic.

The meeting came after Iran’s Foreign Ministry on
Saturday summoned Kuwait’s charge d’affaires to
Tehran to protestarecent meeting between Kuwaiti
officials and arepresentative of an anti-Iran terrorist
group.Jarallah said the anti-Iran meeting had taken
place without permission from relevant Kuwaiti
authorities.Kuwaiti officials, the reportadded, have
“begun taking necessary legal measures” over the
“disappointing” affair, which was undertakenina
“private” capacity.According to reports, the speaker of
the Kuwaiti National Assembly, Marzouq al-Ghanim,
recentlymetwithamember ofthe al-Ahwaziya terrorist
group on the sidelines ofa parliamentary conference
calling for the breakaway of the southwestern Iranian
city of Ahvaz from the country.

Russiabelieves Westis
artificially stirringup tensions
in Persian Gulf: Lavrov

Russian Foreign Ministry Sergei Lavrov has stated that the
Westisartificially fuelling tensions in the Persian Gulf.

InMay, the USsentitsaircraftcarrier strike group to the Middle
Eastcitingan unspecified Iranian “threat” to US interests in
theregion. Since then, the Persian Gulfhas seen a string of
dangerousincidents, including tanker sabotage attacks, ship

seizures,and drone shootdowns.

Russian Foreign Ministry Sergei Lavrov has stated that
Moscow is concerned over the increasing tensions in the
Persian Gulf, which he said is artificially fuelled by the West,

accordingto Sputnik.

The statement comes after Lavrov stated in September that
Russia calls for a solution to tensions in the Persian Gulf
through dialogue and withoutunfounded accusations.

“Our contributionis the revised Russian concept of collective
securityintheregion presented this summer”, Lavrov saidin

anaddresstothe UN General Assembly.

In late July, the Russia Foreign Ministry unveiled, amid
heightened US-Iran tensions, an updated version of an
initiative called Collective Security Concept for the Persian
GulfRegion, which proposed the “renouncementof permanent
deployment oftroops of extra-regional states” in the region.
The concept further promotes multilateralism as the core of
anew security systemin the region, with Moscow suggesting
thatasecurity organization be created thatwould include

Russia, the United States, China, India, the European Union,

and otherinterested parties.
Lavrov, for his part, noted that Moscow hopes that the
countries of the Middle East will take a closerlookat Russia's

planto ensure securityin the Persian Gulfregion in the wake of

adroneattackon critical Saudi oilinfrastructure latelast week.
On 14 September, a drone attack on Saudi Aramco's oil
processingfacilities forced the Saudinational oil and gas giant

t o
shut them down, halving

the country's oil production. Although responsibility for the
attackwas claimed by Houthirebels, the USand Saudi Arabia
pointed the fingeratIran, which refuted all the accusations.




Iranian researcher among world top one

percent scientists

Based on the Islamic World Science Citation Database (ISC), Iranian
researcher Abbas Rabiei hasbeenlisted as the top one percent world
scientists.ISCannounces the latestranking of top universities among the
mosteffective universities every year, head of Zanjan University for public
relations Sepehrisaid.Scientists' works are the criterion for choosing top

10000 Rials

researchers, he added.Islamic World Science Citation Databaseis a citation

index established by the [ranian Ministry of Science, Research and Technology
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afteritwasapproved by the Organisation of the Islamic Cooperation. [t only indexes journals from the
Muslim World.
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Petchem progressin line with Establishment
policies: Zanganeh

Iran’s Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh says the

developmentofpetrochemical plantsis goingoninline

with the policies of the Islamic establishmentofIran to

createjobs and preventthe sale of crude oiland gas.

Speaking on Monday during a meeting of
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani with
petrochemical industrialists on the occasion
ofthe Petrochemical Industry Day, Zanganeh
said, "The petrochemical industry hasbeen
well onits way to materializing these policies.
Launching every petrochemical plant helps
the progress of downstream industries while
generating thousands ofjobsand becominga
source ofhopeand development.”

He further said Iran’s petrochemical
production capacity is expected toreach 100
mt/yby 2021 from currently around 54 mt/y,
adding thatthe countrywillreap atotal of $25
billionin petrochemical revenuesby the year,

Zanganeh said the Rouhaniadministration
has setthe grounds for the realization of the
second and third petrochemical leaps of the
industryinIran.

According to him, the second leap in the
petrochemical industry will end by 2021
and preparations for the third leap were
made by the administration so thatIran’s
petrochemical exports would reach $37b by
the end ofthe administration.

“The third leap is to plant the seeds of
production for the future, not only the future
of the petrochemical industry butalso the
future of I[ran's non-oil economy and further
preventionofcrude oil sales,” he said.
Referring to favorable feedstock supply for
petrochemical plantsinrecentyears, the
Iranian Oil Minister said, "Thanks to the
developmentofSouth Pars gas field and other
projects, as well as supply of more feedstock
from petrochemical complexes, production
hasincreasedintheindustryandisacceptable
despite the sanctions.”

Healsounderlined the factthatthereiswillbe
no gassupply cutsin the petrochemical sector

touristsin Iran

Iran's budgetless dependent on oil sale
revenues

Thebudgetforthenextlranianyear (starts March 2020,21)

willbelessdependenton oil salesrevenues, said Head of

Planand Budget Organization (PBO) Mohammad Bagher

Nobakht.

"Nextyear,480,000 billion rials (about
$11 billion) will be obtained from oil
revenues, while the figure in current
Iranianyear [started March21,2019] was
1,530,000 billionrial (about $36 billion),"
said Nobakht.

"All oil salerevenuesaswell as $4.4 billion
tobereceived from gas sale willbe used for
implementation of development projects.
Inaddition, 300,000 billion rials (about
$7.1billion) are tobeallocated for these

projects,"thehead of PBO said.

"Thus, the budget plan submitted on
Dec. 24 to the parliament will be mainly
focused on development. Italso aims
toimprove people's purchase power,"
Nobakhtadded.

"Moreover, the government employees
will have 15-percent pay raise, in their
salaries while the predicted pension for
retired employees willbe 60,000 billion
rials (about $1.4 billion) will be allocated
for paymentofpensions.Intotal, 310,000
billion rials (about $7.3 billion) will be
paidaslivelihood supportplansalongside
430,000 billionrials (around $10 billion)
topaid as cash subsidies," he said.
"Itisalso expected to create one million
new job placesnextyear," Nobakhtsaid.

Iran strongly rejects any
rolein attacks against US

forces

almosttwiceasmuchas currentfigures.

inthe winter.

Iranians hold nationwide
rallies to commemorate
Dey9 epic

Millions of Iranians have taken to the streets to
mark the anniversary of 2009 historicrallies,
during which people renewed their allegiance
totheIslamicestablishmentand putanendto
foreign-orchestratedriots.

On Monday, people from all walks oflife took part
innationwide demonstrationsto markthe “Dey9
epic” whichreferstothe massralliesheld onthe
ninth day ofthe Persian calendar month of Dey.
Onthisdayin 2009, millions of Iranians rallied
inthe capital Tehranand other cities to end what
the Iranian authorities described as "sedition"
which had been going on for months following
presidential elections earlier thatyear.
Peoplewere especiallyincensed by theincidents

thatoccurred days earlierin Tehran, where a
group ofriotersengaged inblaspheming Ashura,
the martyrdom anniversary of Imam Hussein,
the third ShiaImam.

The unrestin 2009 was orchestrated by two
ofthe candidates who had lost the election,
claiming that the results had been rigged.
Bothremain underhouse arreston charges of
provokingthe publicand harming the national
security.

Iranian Government Spokesman Ali Rabiei
condemned the US aggression againstIraqiforces
on Sunday while rejecting Washington’s claims
onlran.

“To justify this aggression and massacre, and
in continuation of its repeated lies, the US
administration hasintroduced Iraqi popular
mobilization units as being backed by Iran and
alsobeingbehind attacks against USbasesinIraq;
we strongly rejectanyroleinattacksagainst US
forces,” Rabieitold Fars News Agency on Monday.
The remarks came as US forces launched
airstrikesagainstsomebases ofIraqi Mobilization
Unitson Sunday, claimingthe actwasinresponse
toalleged attacks against US forcesinIraq.In
astatement, Pentagon described the Sunday
attackasa‘defensive’ measure, claimingthatthe
targeted units are sources of destabilization and
supported by Iran. Accordingto PMU, the attacks
haveleftatleast25individuals martyred and
another51injured.

“This claim, which the US has made without
providing any solid evidence, cannot justify

bombings andkilling of people,” the spokesman
said.

Hewentontosayitis 'ridiculous' that “the USis
still occupying parts of Iraq, bombingits people
withoutthe Iraqi government's permission,and
shamelessly claiming to respectthe sovereignty
ofthe country.”

Rabieinoted thatthe aggression once again has
proved the US destructiverole for regional peace
and security.

“Theincident shows thataslongas America
continuesitsuninvited presenceinIraqand Syria,
peacewillbe outofreachforall.
“Wewarnthatsuchbrazenactions, which violate
the mostbasicinternational rules, will have
no othereffectbuttoadd to the sense of hatred
againstthe occupation and the escalation of
insecurity,” he concluded.
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