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attractions

T
400-years
old Khansar
watermill;
new tourist
attraction

400-years old
Khansar watermill
isthe only remained
watermill in Khansar

that has been
abandoned and
neglected since many
years ago.

Khansarisone ofthe
counties of Isfahan
province that its
history dates back
to before Islam. This
county is considered
as one of the first
main centers of
civilization and
social lifeinthearea.
Many springsand old
water equipmentlike
watermillsareamong
the mostimportant
attractions in this

county.
Before Sassanid era,
watermills  were

tied toa camel with
a gear; but Romans
taughtIranianhowto
constructwatermills.
When Roman Empire
was defeated by
Iran in two battles,
Valerianos was
captured in the
second battle, and
kept in a castle in
Shooshtar for 10
years.

Atthattime, the king
of Iran promised to
release the slaves
fromthe prisonunder
one condition; every
slave who teaches
Iranian people the
skills of reading,
writing, making craft,
orany other art will
be released. Those
whowereinthecastle
agreed the proposed
condition and built
the old Dezful bridge;
the bridge thatcars
still cross onit.
Therestoftheslaves
teach the watermill
construction;
Khansar watermill is
one ofthose promised
watermills. Now, the
watermill area in
khansar hasbecome
atouristattraction;
people come to visit
this 400-years old
watermill, drink tea,
buy souvenirs and
take photos with the
watermill.

Square, Isfahan, Iran
»Tel:031- 32274500
»Public Relations: 031-32274754

031-32274508
»website: esfahan-news.com
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Islamic Architecture,

The greatcities of the Islamicworld form
aCHAINreaching from northernIndia
to the Andalusian region in modern
Spain, encompassing Marrakech, Cairo,
Damascus, and Baghdad along the way:.
These places were constructed along
traderoutes,some pre-dating the coming
ofIslam, others built as aresult of its
conquestofnewareas.

Mainlyinland, theirinitial purpose was to provide
aspace for exchange and respite for merchants
movingacross the greattradingroutes of North
Africa and the Middle East. As these cities
developed they grew to be leading centers of
learningboth for scholarsandartisans.

Asmerchantsand students moved between cities
they spread with them not only theirknowledge
of science andreligion butalsoanunderstanding
ofarchitecture. From this, a certain language
ofdesign, developed unifying and identifying
Muslim places across the chain. These Islamic
architectural elementsare mostnoticeableinthe
shape of mosques, with their distinctive forms
of courtyards, minarets,and domes, butare also
reflected onawider scaleacross townsand cities.
Alongside this architectural language, closer
inspectionrevealsindividual touches, where
eachregionand city developedits own style, using
differentbuilding materials and decoration to
expressitsidentity and culture. Some of the most
striking examples of this are the Djenne Mosque

in Mali and the palace of Al-Hambrain Granada,
p [N

Imam Mosque of Isfahan

Shah Mosque with thealternative names of Jameh Mosque,
Soltani Mosque, and Imam Mosqueis one of the mosques
inNaghsh-e Jahan Squarein Isfahan which wasbuiltin
Safavid eraandis considered one of theimportant Iranian-
Islamicarchitectural buildings. Thisbuildingisanimmortal
masterpieceinarchitecture, tiling,and carpentry of the
eleventh Hijri century. Imam Mosque wasregistered in the list
ofIransnational monuments on 15th Dey 1310 with number

107.

Imam Mosqueislocated on the south side of Naghsh-e Jahan
Squareandisoneofthe prominentarchitecturalmonuments
inIranintermsofitsarchitectural properties, rich decorations,
and otherinvaluable parts. Asitcanbeinferred from the
sources,itsbuildingbegan tobebuiltin the third stage of
Naghsh-eJahan Plan to the order of Shah Abbasthe Great
(996-1038 Hijri/1588-1629) and was finished in Safavid

period (1038-1052 Hijri/1629-1642).

Spain.

The elements ofthe buildings and cities were not
only designed for their greatbeauty butalso held
withinthema physical expression of Islamiclife
and spiritualism. The cities were not simply a
collection of buildings, peppered throughouta
publicarea, butwereacollective of buildingsand
gardens. The person moving through them would
experienceaflowbetweenlarge openspaces, built
toaccommodate collective gatheringsand smaller
moreintimateareasinthemarketorin courtyards.
The mosqueitselfwould be flanked by minarets,
greattall towers marking both the territory of
the building and reaching up, connecting the
horizontal flat earth with the heavens. The final
culmination of this flow of space would be the
prayerhall ofthe mosque, aplace where the earth,
withits fourwalls,and four seasons, meetsheaven,
auniversal circlereachingupinto the sky.

One of the most remarkable Islamic cities is
Isfahan (also called Esfahan or Hispahan), today
thethirdlargestcityinIran.Setagainstabackdrop
of snow-capped mountains, the city is populated
by both Islamic and pre-Islamic buildings.
Althoughithasexisted in some form since pre-
historictimes,itwasnotuntil the era of Shah Abbas
I,inthelate sixteenth century that much of what
still standsin the city wasbuilt. [twas Shah Abbas,
who decided to make Isfahan the capital ofhis
Safavid dynasty and to build a breathtaking city of
parks, libraries,and mosquesremarkable in their
SCALE and the beauty oftheir decoration. At this
time Isfahan had a population ofaround 600,000

people withanastonishingnumber of buildings:
160 mosques, 48 religious schools, 1,800 SHOPS
and over 270 publicbaths.Ithad become sucha
melting pot oftravelersand cultures thatit was
alsoreferredtoas ‘Nesf-e-Jahan’meaning ‘halfthe
world’in Persian.

Thebuildings of Isfahan demonstrate some of the
particularartistic characteristics that developed
inthe Persianregion. The gates of the mosques,
or ‘Evansare massiveinscale and decorated with
vibrant colored tile work. On a practical level,
these mosaics protected the bricks beneath but
alsolifted the buildings with bright colors and
intricate geometric designs. The artisans’level
of skillreached such aheightthattheywereable
tooverlayall smallerniches, concavearches,and
domes ofthe buildings with minutely detailed and
complex patterns. Some of these also depicted
calligraphy, translated from the page to the wall
intilework. This calligraphy elevated the beauty
ofthebuildingsyetfurther by emblazoning them
with the word of God. Many of the artisans who
created these buildings and their decoration
were thoughtto have been influenced by Sufism,
aspiritual exploration of Islam. This architecture
was notsimply an exercise in buildingcities, but
alsoanattemptto opensoulstothe wonder ofthe
divine through the mostextraordinaryscaleand
beauty ofthe spaces they created.

Isfahan was awarded UNESCO world heritage
statusin 1979 both because of its architectural
significanceand asareflection ofthe tangiblelink
betweenits designand Islamicbeliefand customs.

Ahang Cafe offers the best quality to its customers
since 2006.

" Locationand ContactInformation
Address: Chaharbagh Abbasi Ave., Sepahan Lane,
Esfahan 8135633954, Iran

Location: Middle East > Iran > Isfahan Province >
Esfahan

Phone Number: 9832204170

“ See whattravellersare saying:

parinaz1373p,Esfahan, Iran: Good coffe.beautiful
place.free wife.Under the tables there are tabs that
customers have written onit.

Jannim1966: Charming, excellent coffee
Friendly small businessin aside streetin central
shoppingareawalking street. No toilet, no wifi (yet).
Fastservice of excellent coffee.
emmaf1991,Zurich, Switzerland: Best coffee we
could find!

Ifyouwantgood coffee, here’sthe place. Good service
tooand a cosy atmosphere. Try the apple cake if
you're feeling peckish...

EvertG: Fantastic coffee and owners!
Ahiddengeminaquietstreetrightinthe middle
of Isfahan. The coffeeis one of the bestin Iran. The
ownersare super friendly. Highly recommended for
anyone wholoves coffee. Oh,and itcomes with a free
waterand smalljuice.

snflpp,Pokhara, Nepal: Good tea.

Friendly staff, nice cup of tea orjuice.. Small but cozy
interior. Located next to the mainroad of Esfahan.
Worth avisit!

WHERETO STAY

Mahbibi Hostel:a Home
Away From Home

TR I » .
Our hostelislocated in center of Isfahan with a great
quality ofaccommodation & food which has easyaccessto
famous places, suits travelers & backpackers & organize
adiversity training seminars. Come & enjoy our fully-
renovated sparkling clean & spacious house. If you
chooseus,youwill-Geteasyaccess tomosthistorical land
marks, publictransportation, coffee shop, restaurants,
etc.-Tryvarious activities such as: cuisine class ,yoga
class,booking club,campingand...-Hang out with the
cool team who knows the city by heart-Discover your
talents and you are much welcome to work with our team
Looking forward to see you & work with you at Mahbibi
HostelinIsfahan.:rose:
AlexandraK: ThebesthostelinIran
Thelocationisamazing, 10 minutes walking to the bridge
and 15 minutesto the main square. Theareaisnice, soyou
can easilywalk to the main spots. Therates arealso good,
they provide anice breakfastanditisincluded, theyalso
have free walking tour everyday to the city center, square,
mosquesand bazaar, I founditreallynice. Even though the
hostel, rooms and standards are nice, but the highlight
of our 3 nights stay was the staff, they arereally amazing
which makes you feellike home, they provide you any
helpyouneed and they love to explain you the Iranian
culturelanguage and are open about the different topics
aswell, we found themreallyinterestingasthey are super
open-minded and mostly have abackground ofarts.
FeyzaD: Tranquility in the center of Esfahan
[stayed in Mahbibi hostel for three nightsand had alovely
time there. Itisvery close to the Khajou Bridge where you
canspendyour evenings. Also the Nagsh-eJehansquareis
inthe walking distance.The room, bathroomandkitchen
was clean.The staffis more than helpful, theyarealso your
friends.Iwould definetely stay there again.

&Chaharbagh khajoustreet|Nagashiintersection,
Esfahan 81464, Iran




CBI Reassures Forex Flow as

Rally Persists

Astheintenserally persistsin the foreign currency market, the
Central BankofIranissued astatementon Tuesday toassure the
publicthatthe bank's main concern continues to be provision of

essential goods forthe people.

Stressing thatthe bankwill use allits capacities to meet the
country'sneeds, thebank pledged to offer each greenbackatthe
official subsidized exchange rate 0f 42,000 rials forimporting

essential goods.

The statement, published on CBI's website, came as the rial

continued its sharp slide on Tuesday.

NEWS

Exports From Imam Khomeini Port
Grow8%

More than 4.93 million tons of non-oil commodities
were exported from Imam Khomeini Port in the
southern Khuzestan Province during the first five
months ofthe currentIranianyear (March 21-Aug.22),
registeringan 8% growth compared with the similar
period oflastyear.

According to the director general of the province’s
Portsand Maritime Organization, Adel Deris, a total of
morethan 17.68 million tons of goods wereloaded and
unloaded inImam KhomeiniPort.
Non-oilgoodsaccounted foraround 10.68 million tons
ofthe total sum and therest pertained to oil products,
the news portal of the Ministry of Roads and Urban
Developmentreported.

Deris noted that the southern portaccounted for
72% ofthe country’s total imports of essential goods
such as grains, raw vegetable oils, livestock feed and
agricultural raw materials during the period under
review.More than 5 million tons of essential goods were
imported into Imam Khomeini Special EconomicZone
duringthe same five months, registeringa 6% increase
year-on-year.

Jump in Commerce With Georgia

Irantraded 185,352 tons of non-oil commodities
worth $69.05 million with Georgia during the firstfour
monthsofthe currentfiscal year (March 21-July 22).

Thisindicatesa71.65%and 32.2% increaseintonnage
and value respectively compared with lastyear’s
corresponding period, latest datareleased by the
[slamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration show.
Iran’s exportsto Georgiastoodat 176,312 tons worth
$48.62 million,up87.09% and 71.13% in tonnage and
valuerespectively year-on-year. Georgia was Iran’s
26thexportdestination duringthe period.Iran mainly
exported tar, pistachio and apple to Georgia during
the four-month period. Georgia exported 9,040 tons
of goods worth $20.43 million to Iran, down 34.22%

Financial Tribunereported.

shops.

Accordingto reports from the open market, the US dollar was
beingtraded forasmuchas 138,000 rials, up from Monday's
130,000rials. The US currency's exchange rate had crossed the
resistancelevel of 12,000 rials on Sunday. Therial hastouched the
aseriesofrecordlows againstthe US dollarinrecentmonths,

On Sana, the website dedicated toreporting average exchange
rates from money changers, quoted the dollar'sexchangerate at
105,876 bymidday. Sana's exchange rate tends to tilt toward the
secondary marketrate thatislowerthanthose dealtby exchange

Theeurowasup %7.41againsttherialand fetched 160,170 rials
and the pound gained %7.51 and was traded for 177,440 rails.
Inits statement, the CBlreleased updated figures, saying that

essential goods.

It adds that by accounting
currency revenues of
petrochemical goods and other
exportitems, the hard currency

amounted to over 3€billion. Th

makingtransactions.

sincethebeginningofthefiscalyearon March 21, more than 5.5€

Bank Maskan Mulls Offering Bigger

billion have been allocated to import

flow in the secondary markethas

currency inthe secondary market, it
said, had been mostly used forimporting
raw materials, machineryand staple food.
In the Secondary Forex Market, importers
exportersareallowed to agree to anegotiated exchange rate for

@

and

Loans With Lower Interests

Bank Maskan, the state-run
agentbank ofthe housingsector,
is considering the possibility of
increasing the ceiling of home
loans while reducing their
interestratestoboostthe people’s
purchasing power thathastaken
aserious hitdue torecenthefty
price hikes.

Abolgasem Rahimi Anaraki, CEO of the
bank,announcedinapress conference on
Tuesday thatthebankis closely watching
thehikeinhome pricesand consideringa
riseinitsloan ceiling forbetter supporting
realdemandrepresented by middle orlower
classIranians.

“Inthis vein, proposals have been made
[to the government] that we hope will
be reviewed and acted on so they can
compensate foraportion of recent price
changes,”hewas quoted as sayingby ISNA.
Inthe pastfew months,home pricesacross
[ranandespecially Tehran have skyrocketed
duetoacurrency crisismostlyinstigated by
thereimposition of US sanctions. Massive
price hikeshave spilled toall other markets
asthevalue ofIran’s currency, therial, has
drastically depreciated by almost 70%,
accordingto Financial Tribune.
Thelatestreportbythe Central Bank ofIran
onTehran’shousingmarketshowedthatthe
volume ofhome deals declined by 33.2%
year-on-yearinthefifthmonthofthecurrent
yearto Aug. 22 whileaverage prices grew

v
f

I
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byawhopping 62.1%. Thiswas thethird  consideration.
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oIran'sTrade
With China Rises
t08$19.6bin H1
2018

Iran’s trade with China
amountedto 19.66$ billion
duringthefirsthalfof2018,
registeringanincrease of
%?2.2 compared with last
year’'s  corresponding
period, Chineseambassador
tolransaid.

PangSenadded thatChina’s
exports to Iran stood at
8.40$ billion duringthe six
months, down %4.8 year-
on-year,whilelran’sexports
toChinawitnesseda%22.7
growth to reach 11.26%
billion, IRNAreported.
Chinahaslongbeenlran’s
biggest trading partner,
Financial Tribunereported.
Bilateral trade grew to
37.2$ billion in 2017, a
%19 increase over 2016,
according to Chinese

consecutivemonth ofdwindlinghome deals
accompanied by soaringprices.
According to Rahimi, the otherissueisto
makehomeloanscheaperby cuttinginterest
rates for the Housing Savings Account, Bank
Maskan'’s flagship initiative thatrequires
first-time homebuyers and those living
indistressed urban areas to make down
payments and wait for ayear tobecome
eligibleforcheaploans.
Theinterestratesfortheloansinitially stood
at14%threeyearsagowhenthe HSAwas
initiated, buthavenowbeenreduced to 8%.
Rahimisaidanotherinterestrate cutisunder

“Evenasinterestrates [for HSA] have been
decreasedinthepastfewyears,interestrates
forloansonhousingbondshavenotbeen
reducedandtheirinterestratesreach 13%at
present. This causeshomeloaninstallments
tobehighand pressures peoplereceiving
them,”hesaid. The BankMaskan CEOsaid the
bankwill certainlymovetoreducehomeloan
interestrates “whenever depositaccounts
areinajustifiable conditionand we canlower
ourfinished costs”.Rahimi,however, said this
doesnotmeanthathisbankwillenterintoa
corrosive competitionwith otherlendersto
attractdeposits.

customsdata.
Lateststatistics provided by
the Customs Administration
of Iran show Iran traded
10,231 tons of non-oil
commodities worth 6.93$
billion with China during
the firstfour months of the
currentlranianyear (March
-21July 22), registeringan
%11.61decreaseintonnage
and%39.57 increaseinvalue
compared withlastyear’s
correspondingperiod.
Iran’sexportsto Chinastood

and 14.23% intonnage and value YOY respectively.
Georgiawas the 40th exporter of goods to Iran over
the four months. The imports mainly included sheep,
polyamide yarn and wood, according to Financial
Tribune.

JICA Strengthening Economic

Relations Between Iran, Japan

The general policy of the Japanese government
and Japan International Cooperation Agency is to
strengthen economicrelationsbetweenIranand]apan,
chiefexecutive officer of JICAin Iransaid. month period.
Addressingthe fourth Joint Coordinating Committee Chinaexported 1.19 million
meeting held at Qeshm on Monday, Hiroyuki Tanaka I tons of goods worth 3.89%
added that]ICA's comprehensive plan was launched 4 billiontoIran,down %7.93
in Qeshm in 2015 to create conditions for the - intonnageand up %11.05
developmentoftheisland based onthe participation of in value respectively
local communities, along with ensuring environmental YOY. China was the major

at9.04 million tons worth
3.04$billion,down%12.07
intonnageandup %7.73in
value year-on-year. China
was Iran’s biggest export
destination during the
period.

Iran mainly exported
ethylene glycol, liquefied
propane and methanol
to China during the four-

Iran’s non-oil exports up

Iran’s exportofvalue-added goods hasincreased over the past five
months, the country’s Customs Office datashowed.During the pastfive
months (Mars21- August22),46 million tons of non-oil productsworth
19.318million dollarshave been exported from Iran,accordingto the
country’s preliminary datareleased by Iran’s Customs Office. China,
the United Arab Emirates, Iraq, Afghanistan and India are the main
destinations ofIran’snon-oil exports.Vice-Presidentofexportcommittee
atlran’s Chamber of Commerce, Hamid-Reza Salehi, said thatthe export
hasincreasedinterms ofvalueby 13.7 percent compared to the same
periodlastyear.

Call for Cheap Currency Elimination

PresidentofIran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture called for the total elimination of cheap currency offered
atthe42,000-rial exchangerate.Speakingatthe 77th Government-
Private Sector Dialogue Council on Monday, Gholamhossein Shafeisaid
thesubsidized, official currencyis only servingthe well-offand notthe
public. He proposed thatinstead, assistance should be offered to the
needyinthe form oftargeted subsides. Since August 6, the government
shortenedthelistofgoodsimported atthe officially subsidized foreign
exchangerate, although essential goods continue toreceive forexat
preferentialrates.

Seventy-five new items have been
included among essential goods that
can be imported by receiving foreign

implementation ofnewforexpolicies, the
governmentannounced 25 categories ‘~
of products thatcould be imported with

protection, IRNAreported. Iran-Listof currency at the subsidized rate.This  subsidizedforeigncurrencytopreventany exporter of eoods to Iran
Heunderlined thatthe Japanese governmentintendsto Subsidized has begn allmlounced by Minister of p0551ble.shortag.e.l.mporter.softheseltems o ovSrthe four rgn onths.
promote the stable developmentofIranian economy by Indu§tr1es, MllrlungandTrade Mohammad  could en]oysub51d.1zed foreigncurrencyat ..;:-R i The imports mainly
sharingexperiencesand undertakingjoint cooperation IlIlpOl'tS SharlafmadamnalettertotheCentral Banlf tl.lerateof42,000 rialsperdollar. Fo.rmerly, R ke “Importersof included auto parts, casting
programs. Gets ofIran sGovgrnorAbdolnasserHemmap rice, wheat, pou.ltry, egg, fertlllz‘ers, other products should provide their machinery and co;nputer
Tanaka noted that Qeshm Island has a unique .Rawmaterials for paper, rubber, pencil seed§, rayvsugar, oﬂ,soybean,heavypres, foreign currency from the exportearnings networkingdevices
ecosystemandrich natural resources, the preservation Longer lead, butterand baby formula,aswellas  publication paper, tea, pharmaceuticals, ¢ on-oil products (petrochemicals, China, which is Ira{n's top

machinery for the dairy and packaging
productionareamongthenewitems.
In early August, right after the

medical equipmentand machineryused
for the production of essential goods
were categorized among these imports.

and protection of which can attract more tourists to
Iranand bringabout economic prosperity, according

steelsand minerals) traded through the

oil customer, buys roughly
Secondary Forex Marketatrates closerto

650,000 barrelsaday from

toFinancial Tribune. theopenmarketrate. Tehran, or %7 of China’s
total oilimports. Atcurrent

NO 29 m . ) N marketrates, theimports
Solution: NO 28 areworth 15$billionayear.

Chinaimported 39 million
tons of crude oil in May,
according to the General
Administration of Customs,
andthetotal crude oil China
imported from January to
May this yearincreased by
%8.2 compared with the
sameperiod oflastyear.

Iran Embraces Crypto Mining

an
Lad

The administration of President
Hassan Rouhanihas accepted
crpytocurrency mining as an
industry that needs to be
developedinIran, the secretary
ofthe High Council of Cyberspace
said."Outlooks are positive
concerning theissue of mining
and HCCintends to establish a
platformtolegalize the mining of
cryptocurrencies," Abolhassan
Firouzabadialso told IBENA.
The official referred to mining
as one of the most important
branches of the virtual currency
sector, which attracts many
players of the cryptocurrency
ecosystem.

"Final policies have not been

announced yet, butthe issue of
mining and creating centers for
exchange of cryptocurrencies
atbureaux de changeis being
studied by expert workgroups,”
Financial Tribune quoted himas
saying.He also pointed out that
initiating certified exchanges
and mining operations is a
sensitive issue and requires
the full cooperation of a host
of related entities, including
the Central Bank of Iran, the
Ministry of Information and
Communications Technology,
the Ministry of Industries, Mining
and Trade, the Ministry of Energy
and the Ministry of Economic
Affairsand Finance.
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EDITORIAL
Changethe
strategy
required bythe
government!

..he must remove
obstacles. He must
distance himself from
those with such false
economicversionsofthe
government's version.
Perhaps the reason
for the government's
confusion is that it
considersreturningas
a failure to accept. In
addition, perhapsduring
his term as president,
could make him one of
the best -40year-old
revolutionary presidents
and completely change
theIranian economy.
Looking at Iran's
economy, we find that
these sanctions do not
challenge the Iranian
economy but the
sanctionsand corruption
in the economy have
caused such catastrophes
in the economy. The
judiciary has begunits
work with fine trials of
fine corruptors. We
hope, of course, that we
are goingto try the main
factors more seriously
than the little ones.
These days, the debate
on combatingeconomic
disruptions has been
set as a necessity. The
relevantorganizations
have also pledged their
determination for this
decisive move, which
is an admirable move
but, of course, this deal
alone can not dry up
the root of economic
corruption. Statehood,
oiliness, unproductive
banking practices in
the country and ... are
among the factors that
areconsideredasthefirst
options forreasonsofthe
economicsituationinthe
country.Onthe onehand,
there is a consensus
amongeconomicexperts
in the country that the
impactofsanctions on
Iran's economy is as
high as %20. So why
are goods up to 200
percent perhaps even
more expensive insome
casesaftersanctions? If
therootofcorruptionis
dried up in the country
that %20 impact of
sanctions can not hurt
the people somuch. The
economy needs to be
prescribed properlytobe
treated. The negotiation
of an external enemy
is just like giving the
inaccuratemedicinetoa
patient. Evenifitistobe
negotiated with other
countries now thatthe
economy is paralyzed
it is not in the best
interests of the country
tositatthe negotiating
tableand because ofthe
economic constraints,
weacceptthingsthatour
children willremember
asthe mostoutrageous
ofhistoryinthe nextfew
years!

Iran’s TopJudge Warns of
Harsh Punishment for Market

Disruption

Head ofIran’s Judiciary Ayatollah Sadeq Amoli Larijani cautioned
those behind disruption to the country’s economy and capital
marketthattheywill face severe reaction from the Judiciary.

Iran’s Top Judge Warns of Harsh Punishment for Market Disruption
Speakingtoreporters onthesidelines ofan Assembly of Experts
meetingin Tehran, Ayatollah Amoli Larijanisaid the individuals
creating chaosin the currency, gold coin and automobile markets
and taking advantage of special economic concessions will

definitely face theJudiciary’s severeaction.

Pointingtotheaccelerated process oftrial of economiccorruptsin

and effective.

The Iranian money, rial, plunged to arecord low against the US

dollaragain thisweek.

courtsoflaw, theJudiciary chiefsaid prosecutorshave called for the
maximum punishmentforeconomicdisruption,addingthatthose
harmingthe country’s economy should expectcapital punishment
orothersevere penalties.

IncommentsinJune, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khameneiunderlined the Judiciary’s duty to decisively
confronteconomic corruption, saying, “Businessactivitiesand the
people’slivingandlivelihood mustbe safe,and the Judiciary must
confrontthose disruptingeconomicsecurity.”

The Leaderalsodescribed “outrightand unequivocal” treatment
ofeconomiccorruption as one ofthe Judiciary’s major duties,
stressing that confronting economic corrupts mustbe decisive

There has been growing
demand fordollarsamong
ordinary Iranians,who fear
more plungein the value of
their assets and growing
price of goods, even those
notimported fromabroad.
The price of Iranian-made
carshasalsodoubledinless
thanamonth.

Iranian gold coin price has also

rocketed up, hitting48 millionrials.

The price of “Spring of Freedom” gold coin, minted by the Central

BankofIran, hasalmosttripledinthe pastmonths.

RussianTop Diplomat: Confrontation
in Moscow-Washington Relations Is

Tightening

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov

stated on Tuesday that confrontation and

strainsinrelations between Russiaand

the United States are growing.

"As for the political heatand rhetoric

that go beyond what used to be

considered as diplomatic courtesy not

longago, confrontation and strains are

augmenting," hesaid inaninterview with

the Bolshaya Igra (Big Game) on Russian
Channel One TV.

"The United Statesinitiated NATO’s movement
towards our borders not merely through
admittance of new members from among
Russia’s neighborsbutalso in the format of
deploymentofmilitaryinfrastructurealongour
borders,"headded.

Washingtonisusingthe dollarasatoolto exert
pressureinviolation ofits liabilities, Lavrov
noted.

"The mostvivid example [of the rules USis
inviting to be guided] is the dollar, the
international currency system.Isitarule? |
thinkitis. Everyone hasacceptedit,hasbeen
living with this rule for years hoping the US
would respectits liabilities of the issuer of
thiskey global reserve currency,” he stressed,
stating that "whatis now happening to the
dollar? Washington is manipulating the dollar
atitsdiscretion".

According to the Russian top diplomat,
the United States is using the dollar as an
instrumentwhen "itwants to punish anyone".
"Theyimmediately stop servicing any dollar-
denominated bankingoperations. Notably, they
dothatnotonlyinrespectofacountrytheywant
topunishbutalsoinrespectofall others who
hastheseorthoserelations withit," he noted.
Lavrovalso stressed thatthose who claim that
Russiameddled inthe US presidential election
disrespectthe choice of USvoters.
"Werespectthe US people and their choice,”
Lavrov said, adding that "those who spread
theseideasand rumors [on Russian meddling
inthe USelection] donotrespectthe US choice
atall. Those who attribute this to the Russian

meddling donorespecttheir own people and
theirvoters".

Russiahas offered to setup aworking group on
cyber security to dispel this suspicion, but the
proposals stillremain on the table, according
to Lavrov.

"Our positions are fair and open, we suggest
holding a mutual dialogue. We offered the
Americans to sign a document or adopt a
document without signing it, where we
undertook commitments to start talks on
strategic stability, anti-terror fightand cyber
security to allay mutual concerns, including
ondomesticprocesses, such as elections,” he
said, addingthat"so far, we don’tseeareaction
tothis".

Book Reveals Trump Wanted Assad Assassinated

Anewbookrevealed thatUS President Donald Trump allegedly demanded the assassination of Syrian President Bashar Assad aftera chemical
attackthatWashingtonblamed on Damascusin2017.Accordingtoan excerptfromthebookbyjournalist Bob Woodward, Trump told Defense
Secretary James Mattis thathe intended to assassinate Assad, after Washington accused the governmentin Damascus of asuspected chemical
weapons attack against the militant-held village of Khan Sheikhun in Syria>s Northwestern province of Idliblast year, Middle East News
reported.«Lets ...killhim! Let>s goin. Let>skill the ...lot of them,» Trump told Mattis on the phone.Mattis reportedly told Trump he would get
«rightonit» inanapparentattemptto pacify the president, buthungup the phone and instead told a senioraide, «Wesre notgoing to do any of
that. We>re going tobe much more measured».The US national security team then prepared a plan foramore conventional airstrike that Trump
ultimately ordered.The writeralsoannounced that Mattis had marveled atthe time at Trump»>signorance on foreign affairs and told close
associatesthe US presidenthad the intelligence of «afifth- or sixth-grader».

Iran Denies Report on
Transfer of Arms to Lebanon

Iran’s Foreign Ministry rejected areportby
FoxNews claimingthat Tehran has smuggled
arms componentsinto Lebanon.

In comments on Tuesday, Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Bahram Qassemidenounced
the anti-Iran allegationsraised in the Fox
Newsreport,sayingthatspreadingsuchfalse
news hasbecome commonplaceinrecent

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal
Affairs Gholamhossein Dehqgani said that
all countries that are benefiting from
Iran’s effortsinits campaign againstdrug
trafficking are obliged to provide Tehran
with technical and financial assistance.

Iran calls forassistance in fightagainstdrug
trafficking

Dehqgani made the commentsinameeting
with Undersecretary-General and Executive
Director ofthe UN Office on Drugsand Crime
(UNODC) Yuri Fedotovin Russia.

The Iranian official has traveled to Russia to
participateinaninternational conference on
counteringweapons supplies to terrorists.

Headded thatIranhad beenatthe frontline
ofthe war againstdrug smugglers over the

days and weeks, according to the Foreign
Ministry’s website.In his interview with Al
Alam, Qassemisaid suchreportsindicate
an escalation of the psychological war
waged by anti-Iran centers.On Tuesday, Fox
News claimed thatan Iranian civil aviation
company is suspected of smuggling arms
into Lebanon.

Itquoted Western intelligence sources as
sayingtheairplane has carried components
for manufacturing precise weapons in
Iranianfactoriesinside Lebanon.

Iran calls forassistance infight against drug trafficking

pastdecadesand haslostmany ofits forces.

He described the increase in narcotics
productioninneighboring Afghanistanand
activities of smugglers to transportthem
abroad as serious threats to the security of

Iranand other countries.

Dehqganipointed to the closelinkbetween
drugtraffickingand terrorism, saying that
today one of the main sources of financing
ofterrorismis drugtrafficking, especially in

ourregion.

He said that efforts by only one country to
combatthis phenomenonis notsufficient;
itrequires stronginternational supportand

cooperation between countries.

The UN official said that UNODC will
attempttomeetIran’s concernsaboutdrug

trafficking from Afghanistan.

Fedotovand Dehqanidiscussed
ways to promote bilateral
cooperation on the fightagainst
narcotics smuggling and
terroristactivitiesin theregion.
Iran, which hasa-900kilometer
common border with
Afghanistan, hasbeen used as
the main conduit for smuggling
Afghan drugs to narcotics
kingpinsin Europe.

Despite high economicand human
costs, Iran has been actively
fighting drug-trafficking over the
pastthree decades.

NEWS

Europe Must Meet November
Deadline for JCPOA Survival:

Iranian Diplomat

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs
Seyed Abbas Araqchisaid the European parties to the
2015nucleardeal knownastheJCPOA have adeadline
of November 4 to fulfill their pledges to offset the US
sanctions on the Islamic Republic.

“We have clearlyannounced to the Europeans thatif our
maininterestsinthe JCPOA, (namely) the issue of oil
sales...,arenotserved, stayingin the deal willnotbenefit
usanymore,” Araqchitold the Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting (IRIB) on Tuesday night.
Theyhaveadeadline of November 4 and from then on,
anyaction by them would be useless,headded.
“Aslongaswe cansellouroil, itwillbein ourinterestto
stayinthe]CPOA,and evenifafterthe November4, when
the USsanctions are officially re-imposed, we could sell
our oil, we might consider continuing the work with the
JCPOA,” Araqchisaid.

The European Union hasvowed to counter US President
Donald Trump’srenewed sanctionsonIran,including by
means ofanewlaw to shield European companies from
punitive measures.

On May 8, the US president pulled his country outofthe
JCPOA, whichwasachievedinViennain2015 afteryears
of negotiationsamongIranand the Group 1+5 (Russia,
China, the US, Britain, France and Germany).
Followingthe US exit, [Iran and the remaining parties
launched talks to save theaccord.

Trump on August 6 signed an executive order re-
imposing many sanctions on Iran, three months after
pullingoutofthe Irannucleardeal.

He said the US policyistolevy “maximum economic
pressure” onthe country.

Trump alsorestated his opinion thatthe 2015 Iran
nucleardeal wasa “horrible, one-sided deal”.

Russia: UN Should Review
Tramp’s ExitfromJCPOA

United Nations Security Council diplomats should
review US President Donald Trump’s withdrawal from
thelrannucleardealatacominghigh-level meetingin
New York, accordingtoasenior Russian diplomat.

“We hope very much aspectslinked with the United
States’ withdrawal from the JCPOA will be tackled,”
deputy ambassador Dmitry Polyansky said, Washington
Examinerreported on Tuesday.

Trump plans to chair a September meeting of the
Security Council to discuss “an importantregional
issue,”accordingto the USmission to the UN.

It comesjusthours of Russianand German diplomats
huddled to discuss their common support for the
agreement.

"Bothsides stressed the importance of keeping the
JCPOAinplace,” the Russian foreign ministry said in
areadoutofameetingbetween senior Russian and
German officials. “Anumber of other aspects of arms
controland non-proliferation were touched upon.”

On May 8, the US president pulled his country outofthe
JCPOA, whichwasachievedinViennain2015 afteryears
of negotiationsamongIranand the Group 1+5 (Russia,
China, the US, Britain, France and Germany).

On August 6, he signed an executive order, re-imposing
many sanctionsonIran. He said the US policy is tolevy
“maximum economic pressure” on the Islamic Republic.
Trump alsorestated his opinion thatthe 2015 Iran
nucleardeal wasa “horrible, one-sided deal”.

The country has spent more than 700$
million onsealingitsbordersand preventing
the transit of narcotics destined for

European,

Araband Central Asian countries.
The warondrugtrade originating from
Afghanistan has claimed thelives of nearly
4,000 Iranian police officers over the past
fourdecades.




Stolen Achaemenid bas-reliefreturned to Iran —

Headded thatthankstoIran’s
efforts,acomplaintwasfiledin

Ambassadorand PermanentRepresentativeofthelslamic - rtand the case was closed
Republicoflrantothe United Nations GholamaliKhoshroo  yyith final verdictapproving
saidabas-reliefof Achaemenidera,stolenfromIranata  ygysrightorderingthePersian
pointaround90years ago,wasfinally foundinNewYork  piecetobereturnedtolran.
andafterthecourtorderedthepiecetobereturnedtolran,  The pas-relief dating back to
itwassentbacktoitshomeland.Thebas-reliefdepicting  43pproximately 500 BCwas offered
thehead ofan Achaemenid soldier,anantiqueartifactof  f;-saleatanartfairinNew York.

5000 Rials

ancientlran,wasreturnedtolran,saidKhoshroolate.The  confirming that New York attorney returned the

Iraniandiplomatrecountedthattheartifactwasexcavated - Achaemenid era piece to Iranian mission in New York,

Thursday,September 6,2018,

No.37

Iran’seffortstoreturnthevaluable piece werefutile.
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Be Pioneer In EachOccasion

The giftplanallowsyou to remember the birthdays,anniversaries, and all the
memories you have withyourloved ones before them. By subscribing to this
project,youwill beable to send free giftstoanyplaceinthe provinceand printa
congratulatoryadvertisementinanewspaperwith special conditions:

With thisproject, you cansurprise allyourloved onesonall occasions.

@ hedieh@naslefarda.net @ @hediehnaslefarda

@ 32275050

90yearsagoinlranandstolensomeyearslaterandall  gposhrooadded thattheantiqueworkwassenttolranon

Tuesday evening.

Bank Maskan Mulls Offering Bigger
Loans With Lower Interests

UNICEF announced:Isfahan became
child-friendly capital of Iran

"According to the signed cooperation document
between the Interior Ministry and UNICEF, Isfa-
hanis determined as a pilot and the child-friend-
ly capital of Iran," deputy of urban planning & architecture of

Isfahan municipality said.

"The second cooperation documentbetween the Interior
Ministry and The United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) was signed with the presence
of Will Parks, the UNICEF representative in Iran, Shojaee
Kiasari, the head of Information center and International
Affairs,and the mayor of Isfahanin the place of the Interior
Ministry," Seyed Ahmad Hosseini Nia said.

"As mentioned in this international document, Isfahan
willbe the bestexample of the child-friendly city for other
provinces; its experiencesin thisregard will be transferred
toothercitiesaswell,"headded.

"Under the supervision of the Interior Ministry, the
Organization of Municipalities, and the country's Dehyaris,

A.‘
» .
'

thesecondinternational documenthasundertakentouse
the international capacities and the experiences of other
leading countriesinthe world in order to change Isfahan to
thebestmodel of child-friendly city in Iran," he continued.
"[twas agreed thatIsfahan municipality will provide the
necessary context to fulfill the objectives referred in this
document,” healsosaid.

Grapes, Tourism, and Ecotourism
Festival tohold in Isfahan

"The fourth edition of Grapes, Tourism, and Ecotourism
Festival of Hassan Robatvillage will be held on September
7," the Chairman of the Islamic Council of Hassan Robat
village said. Saying that during the last three years,
the grapes festival had been held in the last Friday of
summer, Mohammad Amiri said, "Due to the conciding
of grapes festival with the month of Muharram, it has
been announced that this festival is going to be held on
September 7."Pointing to the high capacities of the nature
tourismin thisvillage, he said, "This village islocated in
thenorthernarea of Shahin Shahrand Meimeh Counties;
ithas pretty good conditions due to the weather, variety
ofherbal medicine in the vegetation of thisareaand a
collection of deer species."Referring to the development
oftourisminfrastructure in Hassan Robatvillage, he said,

"During the last three years, good measures have been
carried outin the field of road development, establishing
residences, and reviving the historical monuments, with
the cooperation of the villagers."Saying that Hassan Robat
village with apopulation of 1700 hasbeenintroducedasa
touristattraction, headded, "Duringtherecentthreeyears,
the average of 7 thousand tourists have visited the existing
tourism capacities of Hassan Abad village coincident with
the grapes festival."Emphasizing on the necessity of the
national officials' attention to the grapes festival of Hassan
Robatvillage, he continued, "The development of rural
tourism has always been emphasized by the Supreme
Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution, and ithas been one of the
developmentaxes of the province; therefore, the authorities
should pay more attention to holding this new festival."

Latvian film director:
Cinema caninspire
children,youth

Latvianfilmdirectorand producerbelieves
thatcinemainspires people and could
playakeyroleinlife of childrenandyouth.
Pavels Gumennikovsinaninterview with

thereporteratthenewsheadquarters of
Iran’s 31stInternational Film Festival for
Childrenand Youth said thatthe children
andyouth cinemaare “superimportant
becausekidsareourfuture.”Gumennikovs
hasdirected “Just Go” -amovie which
is now a participant in the festival’s
international competition section for
shortlive action films. “Just Go” depicts
ayoung manwholostbothhislegsina

childhoodaccidentcomestorescueagirl
heloveswhensheisvictimized by villains.
Hesaid cinemainspired peopleand when
childrenareinspired by good films, they
cangoand makea good future for their
countryand theworld. Gumennikovs,who
hasstarted filmmakingattheage of 20,said
heisfamiliarwithIraniandirector Asghar
Farhadi's, thathisfilm “The Salesman”has
wonthe 2017 Academy Award.
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