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NEWS

Moonesan:
Iran welcomes Chinese
investors toinvestin

tourismindustry

Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Ali-Asghar invites Chinese investors
forinvestinginIran’s tourismindustry.

He made the remarksin Chinese capital Beijing
late on Fri. in his meeting with his Chinese
Minister of Culture and Tourism Luo Shugang
andinvited Chinese investorstoinvestin tourism
industry ofthe country.
IslamicRepublicofIranisreadyto cooperate with
Chinain the cultural and tourism fields within
the framework of One BeltOne Road (OBOR) and
added, “if Chinese investors agree, we can provide
them with a parcel ofland to investin the field
of construction operation of tourism sites and
complexes.”

In addition, Iranisready to promote cultural
activities with China especially in the fields of
research and renovation ofancient monuments,
hesaid,adding, “inthis field, we have established
veryintimate cooperationand collaboration with
European countries such as Germany, France and
Italy”

Elsewherein hisremarks, he said, “fortunately,
very good relations have been established
between the two countries in political and
economic terms. Apart from political and
economicissues, cultural and tourismissues can
lay the ground for the promotion of ties between
Iranand China.”

The two countries of Iran and China have ample
potentials and capabilities in many areas, he
stated and invited Chinese tourism minister
to attend Iran International Tourism and
Handicrafts Exhibition which willbe held in Feb.

FATF faces credibility
gap, no evidence its work
reduces proceeds of crime:
expert

Matthew Redhead, aresearcher on financial
crime and national security topics at Royal United
Services Institute (RUSI) said that FATF faces a
credibility gap and thereisno evidence its work
reduces proceeds of crime.

"We have to be honest about the level of
skepticism, primarilyin financial services, about
thereality of whatthe [FATF] standardsdo.It'sa
lotof money, alotof manpower,and we ask, 'What
istheresult?'" said Matthew Redhead, associate
fellow, RUSI Centre for Financial Crime and
Security Studies.

"It'sincumbent on FATF to show that whatit's
doing works or FATF faces a credibility gap,"
Redhead said.

Matthew Redhead isaresearcherand writer on
financial crime and national security topics, and
anindependentrisk consultanttothe FinTechand
RegTechsectors. Heisalsoaregular contributor
to]Jane’sIntelligence Review on serious organized
crime, financial crime, terrorism, and intelligence.
Hehasextensive experiencein financial services,
havingtrained asa ‘front office’ banker for HSBC
in the 1990s, and worked for the last seven
yearsinvariousseniorrolesinthatsamebank’s
financial crimerisk function, leaving as Global
Head of Strategic Intelligence in April of thisyear.
The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) isan
intergovernmental organization foundedin 1989
ontheinitiative ofthe G7 to develop policies to
combatmoneylaundering.
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Araghchi tells of new economic mechanisms

to boost coop. with friend countries

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Seyyed Abbas
Araghchisaid that shocks of US unilateral
sanctions have subsided and there are new
mechanisms to enhance economic ties
betweenIranandits friend countries.

S ‘Although some
%J/L” shocks  were
ISH“'IAN imposed on our

economic ties
N E w s with  partner

NEWS countries after
S ISR | US withdrawal
fromthe JCPOA, they have
now subsided as we have
found new mechanisms
in our relations with
our economic partners,
especially with China,”
Araghchisaid uponarrival
in Beijingon Saturday.
“New ways have been
found [for economic
cooperation] and we
are returning to stable
economicties with China
but it is necessary to
remove some obstacles
and raise Dbilateral
economicrelationstoa
higherlevel,”headded.
He said that the trip is

being made upon the
official invitation of his
Chinese counterpart for
making consultations
over the status of
JCPOA, noting, “from the
beginning ofnegotiations
overJCPOA, we have held
consistent consultations
with our Chinese and
Russian friends and this
tripisthe continuation of
such consultations.”

Due to other parties’

failure to honor their
commitments under the
JCPOA, thedealisnotina
good condition and Iran
hasnotbeenable togain
itsinterestsfromthe 2015
agreement, Araghchisaid.
After Iran’s decision to
reduce commitments to
the JCPOA, more serious
consultationsareneeded
between Iran and its
friends, he highlighted.

The Iranian diplomat
pointed to next week’s

meeting of JCPOA Joint
Commission, adding
that “it was necessary
to review the agenda
of the meeting with
our colleagues in the
Chinese Foreign Ministry
and try to have a closer
stance in the upcoming
commission.”

Araghchi will hold a
meeting with Chinese
officials on Sunday to
confer on Iran Nuclear
Deal.

Meetingon
International North-
SouthTransport
Corridor projectheld
in Bakua

The 4thmeeting ofthe workinggroup on
the developmentofthe westernroute of
the North-South International Transport
Corridor was held in Baku on Nov. 28
to 29.Morteza Jafari, deputy Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways Company,
headed the Iranian delegationin the
meeting. He said that participants
discussed railway tariffs for cargos from
Bandar Abbasto Moscow.

Henoted thatadding Chabahar Portto
the North-South Corridor was discussed
inthe meetingand ‘good decisions’ have
beentakeninthisregard.

Delegations from Iran, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Russia and India had
participated in the event, according to
Trend News Agency.

The main goal of the North-South

Transport Corridor is, first of all,
toreduce the delivery time of goods
transported from Russia, northern
and western Europe, as well as the Gulf
countries, reduce transportation costs
and increase the functionality of the
corridor.The delivery time of goods
alongthe currentroute (Suez Canal) is
45-60days, and this period is expected
to decrease to 14-20 days along the
North-South Transport Corridor.
Speakingaboutthe historicalrootsand
the modern development of friendly
relations between the countries,
Chairman of Azerbaijan Railways CJSC
Javid Gurbanov noted the economic
importance of this corridor, bringing
together differentgeographical areas.

Javid Gurbanov also noted that within
the framework of the International
North-South TransportCorridor project,
the Azerbaijani side has fulfilled its
tasks. From the Astara station to the
state border ofIran, 8.3 kilometers of
railway were laid and arailway bridge
was builtacross the Astara River. Atthe
same time, construction ofa 35-hectare

railway station and terminals for cargo
unloadingare ongoinginlIran's Astara.
In March 2018, the first phase of the
projectfor connectingthe Astara (Iran)-
Astara (Azerbaijan) railway and the
cargo terminal was commissioned, and
the foundation ofthe grain terminal was
laid.

On March 6, 2019, the opening of
the Gazvin-Rasht-Astara (Iran) -
Astara (Azerbaijan) section, which
is the main part of the North-South
Transport Corridor, took place. In the
near future, the Rasht-Astara (Iran) -
Astara (Azerbaijan) railway line will
be built and commissioned. All this
will strengthen the transit, trade and
economic potential of the countries.
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Iranian ambassador to
Greece Ahmad Naderi and
the Greek Environment
and Energy Minister Kostis
Hatzidakis metand held talks
on Friday.The two officials
discussed ways to expand
cooperation in different
fields, especially in energy.
The Iranian envoy said that
there are plenty of grounds
inenvironmentand energy
sectors which can enhance
bilateral ties, highlighting
thatexchange of economic

Iran, Greece discuss energy

cooperation

delegations, sharing of
experiencesin establishing
solar farms,and management
of water resources can be
further discussed between
the two countries.The Greek
minister also said that his
country has closestties with
Iran among other EU states.
He noted that one cannot
neglectIran’s grandeurand
history,adding that Greeceis
ready to play a constructive
and positive role to solve
various problems.

Sunday,December 1,2019, No. 379

JM/Q’

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Roads min.:
Ajoint
committee
tobesetup
between Iran,
Afghanistan
fororganizing
borderregions
Iranian  Minister
of Roads and Urban
Development
Mohammad Eslami
revealed the setting
up ajointcommittee
between  Islamic
Republic of Iran
and  Afghanistan
to organize border
regions.

The construction
operation of Khaf-
Herat railroad will
be completed until
restoration of peace
and security in
Afghanistanassoon
aspossible, headded,
He made the remarks
onFri.inhis meeting
with the Deputy
TransportMinister of
Afghanistan Sheikh
Ahmad Matin and
emphasized theneed
for the development
ofrelations between
Iranand neighboring
states  especially
Afghanistan.

He pointed out that
theregional countries
should solve their
problems themselves
inside the region
and added, “Islamic
Republic of Iran has
always stressed to
the sustainability of
peace and stability
in Afghanistan
for progress and
development of that
countryand will spare
no effort materialize
objectives in this

regard.”

Elsewhere in his
remarks, Eslami
pointed to the

construction
operation of Khaf-

Herat Railroad
and added, “drastic
measures were

takenin the past for
the completion of
this railroad and it
is hoped that this
railroad will be put
into operation upon
restoration of peace
and security in this
country.”
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SaudiArabia
Suffers Defeat
atIMO, Iran’s
EnvoySays

Saudi Arabia has
suffered adefeatatthe
International Maritime
Organization after it
failed to be re-elected
to the IMO Council for
the next term, Iran’s
ambassadorto the UK
said.

November, 30, 2019 -
10:23 PoliticsComments
Saudi Arabia Suffers
Defeat at IMO, Iran’s
Envoy Says
Inapostonhis Twitter
account on Friday,
Iranian Ambassador
to the UK Hamid
Baeidinejad said two
Arab allies of Saudi
Arabiarefusedtoquitthe
race forelection to the
IMO Council in favor of
Riyadh, markingadefeat
forthekingdom.
“Today, 40 members of
the executive council
of the International
Maritime Organization
were elected by the
members,and the most
important political
development (in the
election) wasthatSaudi
Arabia was not re-
elected, becauseitfailed
togainenoughvotes,’the
envoysaid.
Baeidinejad added that
theUnited Arab Emirates
and Kuwait refused to
withdraw from the
race in favor of Saudi
Arabia and were both
themselveselectedtothe
council.

On Friday, the IMO
Assembly elected 40
states to its Council
for the 2020-2021
biennium.

The new members fall
inthree categories and
include China, Greece,
Italy, Japan, Norway,

Panama, Republic
of Korea, Russian
Federation, United

Kingdom, United States,
Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, France,
Germany, India, the
Netherlands, Spain, the
United Arab Emirates,
Bahamas, Belgium, Chile,
Cyprus,Denmark, Egypt,
Indonesia, Jamaica,
Kenya, Kuwait, Malaysia,
Malta, Mexico, Morocco,
Peru, the Philippines,
Singapore, South Africa,
Thailand and Turkey.
The newly elected
Council will meet,
followingthe conclusion
of the 31st Assembly,
for its 123rd session
on December 5 and
will electits Chairand
Vice-Chair for the next
biennium.

US panel sets deadline for Trump to
attend impeachmenthearings

AUS congressional panel on Friday gave President Donald Trump
one week to say whether his legal counsel intends to introduce
evidenceand callwitnessesinupcomingimpeachmentproceedings
thatcouldlead to formal charges of misconduct within a few weeks.
The Democratic-led House Judiciary Committee, which is due to
begin weighing possiblearticles ofimpeachmentagainst Trump
nextweek, sentatwo-pageletterto the presidentsettingadeadline
of 5p.m.EDT (2200 GMT) on Dec. 6 for the president’s counsel to
specify intended actions under the committee’s impeachment
procedures, Reuters reported.The procedures set out rules by

[ran'sHealthMinisterSaeedNamakiin
separateletterstothe United Nations
(UN) chiefand the heads oftwo ofits
affiliated organizations, WHO and
UNICEE called ontheinternational
communitynotbesilentagainstanti-
[rancruelsanctions.

Iran's Health
Minister
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separate
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and the heads of [
two of its affiliated

which the president can call witnesses, introduce evidence and
make presentations.Panel Democratic Chairman Jerrold Nadler set
the same deadline for Republican lawmakers on the committee to
notifyhimaboutintended witnessesand evidence and scheduleda
Dec.9 meetingto consider the matter. The Judiciary panelis expected
toholdaseries ofimpeachmentproceedings, including an initial
hearingon Wednesday atwhichlegal expertsare due to testify about
the constitutional grounds forimpeachment. The committee invited
Trump to participate inthe hearing and gave him until 6 p.m. EST
(2300 GMT) on Sunday to say whether he or hislegal team would
attend.The impeachment probe islooking into whether Trump
abused his power to pressure Ukraine to launch investigations
of political rival Joe Biden and a discredited conspiracy theory

Iranurgesint’l community not to stay
silenton US anti-Iran sanctions

After weeks of closed-door

promoted by Trump that Ukraine,
not Russia, interfered in the
2016 US presidential election.

witness depositions and
televised hearings, three
investigating panels led
by the House Intelligence
Committee are due to release
a formal report soon after
lawmakers return to Congress
on Tuesday from a Thanksgiving
recess.

NEWS

Iran to Hold Joint Naval
Drill with Russia, Chinain
Indian Ocean

Iran’s Navy Commander said ajointnaval exercise
with Russiaand Chinais planned tobe staged inthe
Indian Oceaninthe comingweeks.
Speakingtoreportersonthesidelinesofanexhibition
ofnaval equipmenton Saturday, Rear Admiral Hossein
Khanzadisaid thejointdrillisgoingtobeheldinthe
Indian Ocean watersin the Iranian month of Day
(December22,2019-January20,2020).
Arrangementsforthejointexerciseweremadeamong
representatives of the three countries’ navieslast
month,headded.

“The purpose ofthe war gameis to ensure collective
securityand help strengthensecurityinthenorthern
region of the Indian Ocean, which is witnessing
incidentssuchaspiracy,”the Iranian commander said.
Onplansto dispatchnaval fleets to faraway regions

organizations, WHO economicsanctions,
and UNICEF, called theletterreads.
The strictlimitations

on the international
community not be
silentagainstanti-Iran
cruelsanctions.

In his letters to
Secretary-General of
the United Nations
Anténio  Guterres,
Head of World Health
Organization (WHO)
Tedros Adhanomand
Head of United Nations
Children's Fund
(UNICEF) Henrietta
H.Fore,Namakiurged
the international
community to
show a reaction to
the unilateral US
threateningacts with
regardtofood,drugand
medical equipment.
Iraniansarevictims of
theUS conspiraciesand

imposed by the US
unilateral threatening
acts are aimed at
making impossible
manufacturing and
importing food,
drug and medical
equipment for all
[ranian people, he
added.

Based on US claims,
sanctions do not
includedrugs,food,and
medicalequipmentbut
barring transactions
in international
banking systemsand
imposing  serious
sanctions cannot be
consideredasanything
butmeasuresaiming
atstoppingtheimport
and manufacturing

suchproducts, Namaki

noted.

By sanctioning the
Iranian nation, the
United States has
not only committed
economic terrorism
butalsocrimesagainst
humanity, he said,
adding that creating
serious obstacles for
importing drugsand
medical equipment
have negative impact
on treating many
patients.

US sanctions have
especially impeded
manufacturing
radiotherapy drugsfor
cancer, making cobalt
fuel, Cyclotronand PET,
Gamanayevand even
wound care dressing
for EB patients, he
noted.

Namaki went on to
say thattwo American
company which
produce Sarcoidosis
drugs have explicitly
stoppedexportstolran.
Iran has always been
after  establishing
constructive  and
respectful relations
based on mutual
interestsand respect
and on the other
hand US has always
been seeking to
violate international
regulations and UN
Charter, the Iranian
ministersaid.

US withdrawal from
Iran nuclear deal
known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA)
is an example of the
unilateral and illegal

breach, hereiterated.
[ranian patients are
even at risk of death
and side effects
resulted by lack
of medicines and
equipment, headded.
Namakiwentonto say
that the oppressed
people of Iran have
observed the silence
of the international
community against
the crimes of Saddam
Hussein overthe use of
chemicalweapons.
UN officials should
respond regarding
measures violating
human rights,
humanitarian
regulations,
unilateralism
and international
diplomacy principles,
hesaid.

like the Gulfof Mexico, Khanzadisaid the Iranian Navy
isprepared for navigationininternational waters
around theworld.

Hestressed thatIranianfleets cantraveltoanyportat
theinvitation ofafriend country,beitaportinthe Gulf
ofMexico orthe GulfofFinland.

The Navy chiefhad recently unveiled plans for the
dispatch ofanavalfleetto the Russian portcity of St.
Petersburg,

TheIranian fleetwill reportedly travel more than
12,000 nauticalmilestoreachthe Russianportandset
anewrecordby cruisinginthe Babal-Mandab Strait,
SuezCanal, Straitof Gibraltar, Atlantic Ocean, Strait of
Dover,and GulfofFinland.

Iranian Navy unveils four
newmilitary achievements

Iranian Navy has unveiled four domestically-
manufactured military equipmentinabid toenhance
theforce’s defense capabilities.

Inaceremony held on Saturday in the presence of
Navy Commander Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi,
the force officially disclosed the unmanned aerial
vehicle ‘Pelikan 2’ and the naval mine ‘Sadaf 2’ aswell
asthenavigation system ‘Soren’ and the precision
guided bomb ‘Balaban’‘Pelikan 2’is a sophisticated

long-range drone, whichis suitable for naval patrol

Iran Has Evidenceagainst
TAEA Inspector: Nuclear
Chief

Head of the Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran (AEOI) Ali Akbar Salehi said there
isevidence thatan International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) inspector who was
recently prevented from enteringan Iranian
nuclear site was carrying “suspicious
material”.

Speaking to the Young Journalists Club,
Salehirejected claims that security forces
arrested the IAEA inspector and said,
“Inspectors generally enjoy diplomatic
immunity, such as that ofambassadors,

duringtheir missions,and such mattersare
enshrinedininternationallaw.”

“Of course, IAEA inspectors should be
checked when enteringIran’s sites and this
isnormal when visiting nuclear facilities
around the world and thisregulationis not
limited toIran,” hesaid.

“During the (security) check, the devices
discovered that one of the inspectors was
carrying suspicious material,” the nuclear
chiefadded.“When the inspector was asked
aboutit, her answers were not convincing,”
he said, adding, “In addition, there were
other things [ cannotsayin detail, all of
whichwere eventually documented, filmed
andrecorded, butbecause of diplomatic
immunity we could notkeep theinspector.”

hertravel documents.

Action (JCPOA).

parties.

Earlier this month, some Western media
reports claimed thatIran briefly had held
aninspector working for the UN nuclear
watchdoginthe Islamic Republicand seized

The incident came as Iran restarted
enrichmentatthe Fordownuclear facility as
the fourth step away from the 2015 accord,
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of

The country had earlier reduced its
commitmentsinthree other phases,
the latest one, the injection of uranium
hexafluoride (UF6) gasinto centrifuges at
Fordow, isbelieved tobe the mostimportant
stepsofar;and aserious warningto the other

andreconnaissance missions.

‘Sadaf 2’ has been designed and developed for
defensive missionsagainstthe surfaceand subsurface
vessels,withamaximumdepthof 100 meters.
‘Soren’ willbe used to detectany single changeinthe
geographicposition ofthemarinevesselswithoutany
needtotheGPS.

‘Balaban’isasmartbombwith controllable fins that
extend itsrange,and is equipped with theinertial
navigation system (INS) and Global Positioning
System (GPS) guidance system which boost its
but precision.Earlier thisweek, Rear Admiral Khanzadi
pointed to the force's greatstridesin expandingits
aerialand naval capabilities, saying thatthe Navyis
workingroundthe clocktoupgrade the equipment
and the force “will soon witness the addition oflong-
rangedronesaboarditswarships."

British PM Johnson to Trump:
Keep Outof UK Election

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said on Friday itwould be
"best"ifUSPresident Donald Trump doesnotgetinvolved in Britain's
electionwhenhevisits London foraNATO summitnextweek.

Trumpwadedintotheelectionin Octoberbysayingopposition Labor
Partyleader]eremy Corbynwouldbe "sobad" for Britainand that
Johnsonshouldagree onapactwith BrexitPartyleader Nigel Farage.
On Friday, asenior Trump administration official told reporters
thatTrumpis "absolutely cognizantofnot, again, wadinginto other
country's elections."But senior Conservatives are nervous that
Trump could upsetthe campaign whenin London, justoveraweek
beforetheDec.12 election, whichpollsindicate Johnsonisoncourse
towin."Whatwe don'tdotraditionallyaslovingalliesand friends,
whatwe don'tdotraditionally;isgetinvolvedineachother'selection

campaigns,”Johnson, 55, told LBCradio, Reutersreported.
"Thebest (thing) whenyouhave close friendsand allieslike the US
andthe UKisforneithersidetogetinvolvedineachother'selection."
Johnson has said that, ifhe retains power; he will deliver Brexitby
Jan.31-afternearly fouryears of political crisis followinga 2016
referenduminwhich Britons voted toleave the European Union.

He said he wanted to keep in place government preparations fora
possibleno-deal Brexit-under which Britain would leave without
agreementonthetermswith Brusselsand potentially exposeitself
tomoreeconomicuncertainty-butthatheexpectedtosecureatrade
dealwiththe EUbytheend of2020."Many ofthose preparations will
beextremelyvaluableaswe come outof EUarrangementsanyway,"
hetoldreporters.The USpresident, whoisduetoarrive on Monday,
has cast]Johnsonas "Britain's Trump," and duringa previous visit
criticizedJohnson's predecessor TheresaMay over her Brexitpolicy.
Labor's Corbynhassaid Johnsonwillsell offparts of Britain's widely
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healthserviceto USbusinessesafter

Brexit,whichJohnsonhasdenied. Trump previously said everything

includinghealthshouldbeonthetableintradetalks,thoughhelater
said healthwouldnotbe.
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outcome of ameeting
between President
Muhammadu Buhari
and Iranian Vice
Presidentfor Economic
Affairs, Mohammad
Nahavandian, on
Friday in Malabo,
Equatorial Guinea, PM
Newsreported.

Some officials surprised by recent unrestin

country: MP

Inaninterview with Mehr news agency, the Chairman of an Iranian
Parliament’s fraction said “inconsiderate about the warnings of the
Leader ofthe Islamic Republic, some officials could notappear nimble
and efficientin countering the enemies’ conspiracies during the recent
unrestin[ran.”Noting the enemy has similar plans to those implemented in
Iragand Lebanon for Iran, Mohammad Ali Poormokhtaradded thatregarding

the Leader’s guidelines aboutthe full readiness of the Armed Forces to foil threats,
“fortunately, the Armed Forces were successful to defeat the enemies during the recent tensions.”

Araghchi tells of new economic mechanisms

to boost coop. with friend countries

Chazabeh and shalamcheh border crossing may

be close; Iran official

Director-General of Interior Ministry for Border Affairs Hossein Ghasemi

told ILNAnewsagency thatwestern Mehranborder crossinghasbeen

shutuntil Iraqi conditionsbecome normal.

Accordingto Ghasemi, iftheIraqiprotests
escalate, the Chazabeh and shalamcheh
border crossing may also be closed.
Chazabehisaborder terminalinIran
whichislocated in Khuzestan province,
south-westoflranandin commonborder
between Iran and Iraq. Chazabehborder
isone of the main borders of Iran for
pilgrims heading to observe Arba’een
ritualsinIraqi Karbala.

Iran closed awesternborder crossing
with Iraqamid therecentunrestin the
Arab country.

“The mostimportantissueisthe security
ofour citizens who wantto travel to Iraq.
The news and reports we receive from
inside Iraq show thatthe unrestis so
severe,’ Iranian official said.

Hossein Ghasemiadded thattheborder
crossinghasbeen shutuntil furthernotice
to protectthelives of pilgrimsin the wake
ofrecentviolentprotests.

OnWednesday evening, anti-government
protesters stormed and set the Iranian
consulateablazeinlraq’s southerncity of
Najaf,drawing condemnation fromIraq's
government.

In a statement on Thursday, Iranian
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas
Mousavi condemned the attack on the
consulate, saying the Iraqi ambassador
to Tehran has been officially informed
ofthe Islamic Republic’s strong protest
over theissue.Ina Thursday telephone
conversation with Foreign Minister of the
IslamicRepublicoflran Mohammad Javad
Zarif, Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohamed
Ali Alhakim offered his apologies for
a Wednesday attack on the Iranian
consulatein Najaf.

Iraghasbeen engulfed in protests since
early October, as street protestsin several
cities continue over unemployment and
poor publicservices.

Aninternational team ofresearchershasbuiltamodel that

showsthepossible simultaneousimpactofglobal warming

onagricultureand marinefisheries.

Good political relations pave
way for boosting Tehran-

Yerevan tourism ties

Minister of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Ali Asghar Mounesan said friendly
relations between Iran and Armenia have paved
way for reinforcing cultural and tourism ties.
Speakingin a meeting with Deputy Minister of
Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Armenia
Narine Khachaturian, Mounesan referred to joint
cooperation between two countriesin cultural field,
sayingholdingjointexhibitionisan example which
resulted inboosting cultural relationslevel.

He also referred to historical churches as one
of tourism attractions for Armenian tourists,
saying thanks to cultural commonalities and the
neighborliness feeling between two countries,
itis possible to promote cultural and tourism
relationsbetween Tehranand Yerevan.Underlining

ethnicdiversityinIran, he said each group hasits
own culture and handicraft which has enriched
Iranian culture and historical heritage.Expressing
readiness forholding Iranian handicraft exhibition
in Yerevan, Mounesan invited his Armenian
counterparttoattend Tehraninternational tourism
and handicrafts exhibition.He went on to say that
Iranian hospitals are ready to give services to
Armenian patients with lower prices than Europe.
Meanwhile, Khachaturian praised Iran’s attention to
Armenian heritage.She also called for holding Iran-
Armeniajointcarpetexhibitionin Yerevan, sayingit
willbe a suitable opportunity for Iran to showcase
the history of carpet.She suggested holdinghand-
made decorative arts exhibition, saying it will
attracttheattention ofthe world toward Iranian and
Armenianwomen art. The 3rd Summit of Ancient
Civilizations was held with the attendance of China,
Iran, India, Iraq, Egypt, Armenia, [taly, Bolivia, Peru
and Greecein Beijing, China.

In their paper published in the journal
Science Advances, the group describes
whattheirmodel showed developing over
therestofthiscentury.

As global temperatures continue torise
(justlastweek the World Meteorological
Organizationreported thatgreenhouse
gas emission hitanall-time highlastyear)
as we humans fail toreduce the emission
of greenhouse gases, scientists continue to
carry outstudies designed to help usbetter
understand whatwill happenifwe donot
change our ways. In this new effort, the
researchers have soughtto demonstrate
whatwill happen to our two main sources
offood—agriculture and fisheries—when
looked at simultaneously. They note that
otherstudieshavelooked attheimpactof
climate change onboth sources, butuntil
now, none ofthem havelooked atwhatwill
happen to food availability when both are
impacted atthe same time, Physreported.
To gain a better perspective on what the
future ofagriculture and marine fisheries

Model Shows Simultaneous Impact of Global
Warming on Agriculture, Marine Fisheries

might look like up to the end of this
century—if greenhouse gas emissions
remainunchanged—theresearchersbuilt
amodelthattookintoaccountwhere food
is grown or caughtand likely impacts on
production duetoachanging climate. They
alsoaddedininformation thatdescribed
the sensitivity of differentareasto climate
change—areasinthe tropics, for example,
may not be able to adapt to warmer
temperatures, while placeslike Canada
and Russiamightactually seeincreased
food production.
Theresearchersreportthatthe model
showed that the worst-case scenario
wasrather dire—90 percent ofthe global
population will belivingin an areawhere
production from agriculture and fisheries
is falling by the end of this century.
More specifically, the model showed a
25 percentreductioninaverage global
productivity in the agriculture sector. For
fisheries,the model showed declines of up
to 60 percent. Theresearchers note that
themodelalso showed differentoutcomes
based on possible global warming
mitigation efforts. They also noted that
poorer countries will on average be more
strongly impacted than richer, more
advanced countries.

Differencesin NATO enters
new stage as Turkey, France

engage in verbal fight

Recentremarks by Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdoganagainsthis French counterparton Friday
revealsyetanothersign of major differencesbetween
members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO)."Look Mr. Macron, lam calling to you from
Turkey, butIwill tell you again at NATO. First, have
your own brain death checked," said Recep Tayyip
Erdogan,according to Anadolu, slamming Macron
over his remarks that Turkey should not expect
NATO support for its anti-terror operation in

northern Syria."Expelling or notexpelling Turkey
from NATO [...] Doyou have the authority to make
suchadecision?" Erdogan added.The comments
cameas Macron had said that “Irespect the security
interests of our Turkishally...butone can’t say that
we are allies and demand solidarity, and on the
otherhand, presentallies with a faitaccomplibya
military intervention whichjeopardizestheaction
ofthe coalition against1S."Meanwhile, the French
Foreign Ministry said inastatementthat Ambassador
Ismail Hakki Musa was summoned Friday to explain
“unacceptable statements...thathave no place in
Turkish-Frenchrelationsand cannot substitute for
thenecessary dialogue between the two countries,”
accordingto the Associated Press.
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