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attractions

A

This delicious
candy grabs
your attention

The major traditional
souvenir of Isfahanisa
sticky candy called Gaz.
Itismade ofrosewater,
honeydew, pistachio,
and almond kernels.
Traditional Persian Gaz
is one of the world’s
oldest and most
beautiful confections.
Itmayalsobeone ofthe
world’s mostunusual
delicacies.
Commonly known as
Gaz, this sumptuous
nougatoriginated in
Isfahan, a provincein
Central Iran that was
sograndittwiceserved
asthe capital of Persia.
The name Gaz comes
from the Persian Gaz-
angebin, meaning “sap
ofangebin”. Angebinis
akind of wild tamarisk
tree thatgrowsinthe
Zagros Mountains in
Isfahan. Gaz is often
assumed to be the
sap of that tree. Gaz
is also called manna,
justlike the food sent
from heaven in the
Abrahamictexts.
Celebrations such as
Nowruz, the Persian
New Year, feature gaz.
Because Nowruz falls
onthespringequinox,
it has always been a
beautiful celebration
strongly connected to
the bounty of native
Persian foodslike nuts
and spices.

This nougat is a
perfect confection
to highlight the
breathtaking diversity
of Persian crops and
plants because it is
often made using
delicious pistachios
and precious Iranian
spices such as saffron
and cardamom.
During the Nowruz
holiday, family and
friends visit each
other’s homes and,
typically, the host
offers fruitsand sweets
totheir guests.
Served with sherbet
ortea, Gazisafavorite
delicacy. Gazisamuch-
appreciated giftas it
helpstoensure thata
household will have
ample snackstoserve
toallholiday visitors.
This traditional
confection has been
popular for centuries.
Instantly recognizable
by its spongy
consistency and plush
sweetness, Gaz is a
heavenly confection
to enjoy with tea and
friends.
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Five Reasons to Visit Kashan

Kashan: The Little Jewel

An ancient oasis town, famous
foritsintricately woven carpets,
and aparticular favorite of Abbas
the Great, the 16th-century
Shah responsible for so much
of Tran’s finest architecture.
Kashan (Alt.945m) (270 km from
Tehran) Iocated on the rim of the
centralSaltDesert, itdates back to
prehistorictimes. Kashan means,
“summer houses built of wood
andreeds.Itisthe city of carpets,
velvets, glazed tiles, pottery and
Distillation of Roses for making
rosewater.

i’ Royal Gardens of Fin

Abeautiful 16th-century garden with
natural springs, constructed by Shah
Abbas. The Bagh-i-Shah ofthe Finisa
palace that combinesthe architectural
features of the Safavid, Zandiyeh and
Qajarperiods.Itisanancientgarden
withnumerousold oakand beech trees,
tall cypresses, pools,abundant water-
supply (Cheshmeh Sulaimani), with
numerous spouts and an old historical
bathing-house.

“ Agha BozorgMosque
AghaBozorg Mosque famous for its
architectural and constructional
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techniques, itisone ofthe mostbeautiful
Islamicmonuments of Iran.

' Sialk Historical Mounds

Slalk Historical Mounds Datingback 6
millennia. Approximately 4,500 years
BC,acivilization was settled in thisarea
and their tools were of stone and bone.
Thereisapossibility that the former
residents ofthisregion had succumbed
totheirsuccessors. Here, Elamite slabs
of clay have been found, and due to
the links of this community with that
of the civilization of Shoosh (Susa),
about5,500 yearsago, theylearned to
write. Thereby, several clay slabs with
the mostancient Elamite scriptare
vestiges of thisarea. Evidence found in
the cemetery between the two hillocks
arerelated to the fresh immigrants
to the Sialk Hill, which bears a strong
resemblance to the discoveriesin the
Giyan Hillock of Nahavand and Khordin
of Savoj Bollag.

i AbyanehVillage
Avillage on the northwestern slope
of Mt. Karkas, 28 km from the town
of Natanz, Known by UNESCO as a
historical village, 60 km from Kashan.
The local traditional costumes and
customs of the people as well as the
architecture ofthe village still afford a

picture oflifeinancientrural Iran. The
word Abianeh stems from “Viyona”,
which means Place of Willow Trees.
Most residents of this village were
Zoroastrians. But during the reign
of Shah Ismail, a Safavid king, they
converted to Islam.

“"The Spring Ceremony of
Distillation of Rosewater
Kashan Province is also famous for
its rosewater, which is the product
of Qamsar, Niyasar and Barzook, the
smallesttowns of Kashan province,and
the three main producers ofrosewater
for over 800 years.Inthe spring, The
Ceremony of Rosewater Distillation
(Marasem-e-Golabgiri), flower picking
(Golchini) and extraction of rosewater
(Golabgiri), starts when rose buds
beginto open, usually mid-May to early
June. During this season, the whole
town is filled with the aroma of roses
and rosewater. All families help for
pickingroses from early morning till
evening. Everyyear the festival of rose
and rosewater is held in the towns of
Qamsar, Niyasar, and Barzook. In the
evening’s musicis played and people
sing till midnight, to entertain the
visitors and tourists, and to soothe the
weary gardeners and their families. The
festivalis truly worth visiting.

Jameh Mosque of Ardestan

The Congregational Mosque of Ardestan is one of themost
beautifuland best-preserved Iranian mosques. Vestiges of four
historical epochsarediscernible there. The earliestbelongtoa
Sassanid firetemple, remodeled to meet the needs ofa Muslim
religiousbuilding. This primeval mosque, which consisted ofa
singledomed sanctuary, wasbuiltin the 10th century.
TheJameh Mosque of Ardestan, in central Iran, is ofhigh

historicalimportanceasitincorporates successivearchitectural

stylesofthe Sassanids, Buyids, Seljuksand Safavids.However, a

majority of whatvisitorsto themosque see dates formthe Seljuk ==
era(ca.1040-1196).Locatedinacity ofthesamenameinIsfahan &5
Province, the two-story hypostylemosquehasafour-portico |-
(iwan) courtyard surrounded by encirclingarcades. The mosque
ispartofalarger premise thatalsoincludes othermudbrick
structuressuchasacistern, a caravanserai,amarketplace,a
bathhouse,andamadrasa (religious school).
AccordingtoIsfahan Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Department, the mosquewasinscribed on the

national heritagelistin 1931.

i
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WHERETO STAY

Tak Taku: More thanjust
thenice and comfortable
place to stay

TakTakuisarecentlyrenovated, heritagelisted guesthousein
thetinyvillage of Toudeshk Cho.Itis surrounded bymudbrick
homes, nearabeautiful mosque and avery old Haman, about
anhouraway from Esfahan on the way to Yazd. Tak Takuis
family run. The guesthouse offersbreakfast, lunchand dinner
intraditionalhome cooked Iranianstyle. Roomsareavailable
with own or shared bathroom. The roomsare surrounding
abeautiful courtyard with fountain, offeringa family room,
open communal areawithasmalllibrary and wifi. Iranian
benchesarealso offeringplacesto enjoy the peace and quiet
ofthisarea. Mohammad the owner can helpwithbustickets,
organisetripstothe desert, camelriding, Gavkhuni Salt Lake
Trip,and campinginthesandsintheappropriateseason. Bikes
areavailabletorideinandaround thevillage. Being2100m
abovesealevelthe climate ismore moderate and star gazing
exceptional. Tak Takuisthe placetoexperienceatrue [ranian
familylifestyleinabeautiful authentic courtyard guesthouse
for peoplewhowantamore personal experience.

“ Tripadvisor Reviews

omarstravels,London, United Kingdom: One ofthe best
traditional Guesthouseinwhole of Esfahan
Ihadareallygreattimestayingin Howzak House. Whatalovely
placewhichisrunbyveryfriendlybunchofpeople.
[tistucked awayinthemiddle ofold historical city of Esfahan,
closetothe famousJamia Mosque and the famous Bazaar.
It'strue that compare to Tehranand Yazd, Esfahan doesn’t
have abigchoice of Guesthouses or hostels,and the hotels
arevery expensive. Buttrustme this place will give youareal
taste of greatIranian hospitality,and of courseitis so quite
and comfortable evenyou canhaveaafternoonlittle snooze,
withoutanykind ofdisturbance.

[tisasmall Guesthouse,and nicely decorated with some old
[ranian traditional way, and you will feel like that ‘you are
stayinginaspecial place’,and theyhavealso free fast WiFitoo.
Thebreakfastwasalsovery good with fresh bread, cheese,
freshfruit,eggs, beansandlentils,honey,jamandtea/coffee.
Themostimportantthingaboutthis Guesthouseisthe whole
professional teamincluding Ms Nassem, Farzad, Sajjad,and
thejoyful old Babawho alwaysaskyou forateawithalovely
smile.Exceptold Baba, everyone speaks brilliant English,
and seems quite educated people,andifyouneed anyhelp or
advise, theyarealwaysthere tohelp.MykindestregardstoMs
Nassemand herwholesstaff,and thankyousomuchtohaving
mefew daysatyourwonderful place,and hopetoseeyouall
Verysoon.

grris123,Melbourne, Australia: Beautiful home, great
company

[loved my stay of two nights. Mohammed isanintelligent,
interesting and passionate personand I so enjoyed our
conversationsandactivities. He offersmany thingsincluding
walkingthenearbyhilltowatch the sunset, travellingto Naein
forahalfdayvisit (worthwhile), enjoyingthe company ofhis
lovely family, eating delicious breakfast, lunch and dinner
and otheractivities. [ highlyrecommend staying. The house
isimmaculately clean and so deeply relaxing. Anice break
betweenIsfahanand Yadz

MatthijsW: Veryniceand comfortable stay!
TakTakuisabeautifuland traditional place tostay. Thevillage,
Toodeshk, isseparatedinanoldandnewpart. The guesthouse
isintheveryniceold partofthetown (whereallhousesare
buildbyusingmudand clay). We decided tostayanothernight
afterthedeserttrip,becauseitwassorelaxing. Thedeserttrip
we did contained adrive to the Varzaneh desert, one night
campingincludingdinnerand breakfasthome-cooked by Ali
theJeep(4x4)driver thatwentwithus,and star plus desertfox
spottingin thenight.Itwasabitmore expensive then other
tours,butifyouwanttodoandseemorethenonlythedesert
tourthenwehighlyrecommendgoingto Tudeshkandstaying
atTak Taku.Mohammedthehost, isexperienced with tourists
andknowsalotaboutactivitiesin whole Iran. Also he was
very helpful by rentingusacar (foraweek) andrentingusa
motorbike (foraday). We crossed westand north Iran with
this carand then droveitbackto Esfahan where he picked
up the caragain. Thanks Mohammed, forallthe helpand the
good care.

EG:Highlightofthe Trip

Hadthepleasure of experiencing Mohammed’s hospitality
withagroup of friends last week. We were overwhelmed
by the peace thatwe feltbeingin hishome. We feltlike part
ofthe family from the minute we arrived. You can tell that
Mohammed is passionateaboutthe wellbeing ofhis guests,
and thatshines through duringeach interaction with him.
Wewere provided withalovelymeal the nightofourarrival,
aswellasainformative and light hearted tour around his
village the followingmorning. His familywelcomed us, and it
wasgreattoseeabitofhomelifeinIran. While we only were
there foran evening, itdefinitelywas one of the highlights of
ourtrip.Shouldleverhavethe opportunity tovisitIranagain,
I definitely will be comingback to Tak Taku, and hopefully
spendingmore thatjustone nightasaMohammed and his
family’s guest.




Ways of Regulating
Cryptocurrency

Theresearcharm oflran’s Parliamenthas dedicated its latest
analytical study to virtual currencies, once again calling for
calculated and well-assessed regulations to employ themin the
economiccycle of the country.

Inthe study published on the official website of Majlis Research
Centeron Sept. 2, the think tank called for regulatory measures
thatinclude anti-moneylaundering probes, taxation and stock
marketregulation of virtual currencies as viable financial
instruments. This is the second study by the parliamentary
entity in two months. Ithad previously published another study

onJuly 20, callingonahostoftop decision-makingbodies tojoin
forcesand employ the potentials of digital moneyand blockchain
technologies through constructive regulations to foster the

economy and circumvent US sanctions.

Initsnew study, MRC firstdistinguishes virtual currencies from
cryptocurrenciesanddigital currencies. Itthen reviews statistics
and trends concerning these currencies and analyzesareport
by the European Parliament’s Committee on Economicand
Monetary Affairs on their opportunities and threats, inaddition
tosurveyingthe state of virtual currenciesin the European Union.
MRCreviews policies and regulations devised by the US federal
governmentand then goes overhow anumber of othernations,
such as Ecuador, Venezuela and Russia, have dealt with this

phenomenon.

Thethinktankgoesontoassessexistingregulationsin Iran. Itfirst

“With respect to

analyzes major components of the
country’s anti-money laundering
law that was firstdevised in 2008
and hassincebeenamended.

experiences, itseemsthatthe High
Council of Anti-Money Laundering
isresponsible for devising legal
commitments to control centers
exchanging virtual money with the
country’s currency,” MRCsaid.

Itpoints outthatthe AMLentityissued the order

global

toban
the exchange and transaction of all cryptocurrencies in Iran’s
financial institutions, which was officially notified to the banking
systemon April 22 by the Central Bank of Iran.

US Using Dollaras Weapon against Lran,

Turkey, Russia: Economic Rese

Anindependent
economic
researcher from
LosAngelessaid
the US is trying
touse the power
oftheDollarasa
weaponto punish
all antagonistic
countries,
including Iran,
Turkey, Russia
andothernations
that are acting
ndependently
of Dollar
Hegemony and
the Washington
Consensus.

“...becausethe dollaressentially rules overall
othernational currencies,and because any oil
traded on earth mustutilize dollar pricingand
trading, thentargetingthe currency ofanynation
deemed by Washingtonand London as being
antagonisticto the Washington Consensusand
dollarhegemonybecomesveryeasy,’ Pyelantold
Tasniminaninterview.

Headded, “Also, seeing that so much of global
financeis conducted digitallyacrossmarketsand
exchanges, rather than with physical cash, gold
orbarter,then ‘weaponizing’thedollarasalever
againstthefiscalhealth ofanemergingmarket
nationorits currencybecomesthatmucheasier
aswell. Thus, the pandemicofseeming currency
crises stretching from Iranto Turkey to Russia,
Argentina, Venezuela, Zimbabweand elsewhere
...arenotcoincidental occurrences.”

Pye lan is an independent economic and
geopolitical researcheraswell asastrategic
planningand business developmentadvisor.
Hisarticlesand analyses oninternationalaffairs,
economictrendsand cultural topics have been
publishedinvariousmainstreamandalternative
presssources.lan’swiderintellectual interests
arereflectedinhiswritings onthe convergence of
foreignaffairs, political philosophy; history,global
finance and energypolicy. Hehasundergraduate
degreesineconomicsand political science from
theUniversityof CaliforniaandaMaster’sdegree
infinance from Cambridge University.
TheUSdollarmade newrecord highagainst
rialinIranonMonday. The USdollarjumped
toasmuchas129,000rialsintheopenmarket
inthelranian capital city of Tehran. Whatis
yourtake on this? Whatare the mainreasons
behind this?

lan: Since the end of World War 11, the US dollar
has served as the global reserve currency,
replacingthe British Pound sterling, whichhad
served as global reserve throughoutthe 19th
andhalfofthe 20th centuries. The Pound had, in
turn, replaced the Dutch guilder, whichwasthe
defactoreserve currencyin Europein17thand
18thcenturies

Beingthereserve currency, especiallyinan
era where the most important industrial
commodities in world history - namely oil
and natural gas - arealmostexclusively priced
andtradedinsaid currency, affordsimmense
economic, financial,and thus ultimatelypolitical,
power. Add to this the modern technological
realitiesofhowmoneyis so digitally conjured,

traded, saved, invested,and even erased, and
those power parameters multiplyinscope.
Fromthe end of World War Il until August 15th,
1971, thedollar wasalsolinked to physical gold
inordertolenditfurther credenceasreserve
currency. However, Washington ended that
arrangement47 yearsago so thatitcould print
money outofthinairindefinitely and without
fiscal or certainly political restrictions, thereby
rendering America’s deficits and overall debt
levelsasseeminglyirrelevant, considering that
the dollar thenbecame ‘core money’,and the
US the ‘core bank’. This entire arrangement,
however; relied upon sustaining confidenceand
theperceptionofsolvencyandsanctityintheeyes
ofallinternational marketparticipants, peoples
and governments.

Hence, because the dollaressentially rules over
allothernational currencies,and because any
oiltraded on earth mustutilize dollar pricing
andtrading, thentargetingthe currency ofany
nation deemed by Washington and London as
beingantagonistictothe Washington Consensus
and dollarhegemonybecomes very easy. Also,
seeingthatsomuchofglobalfinanceis conducted
digitally across markets and exchanges, rather
than with physical cash, gold or barter, then
‘weaponizing’ the dollarasaleveragainstthe
fiscal health of an emerging market nation
orits currency becomes thatmuch easier as
well. Thus, the pandemic of seeming currency
crises stretching from Iran to Turkeyto Russia,
Argentina, Venezuela, Zimbabweand elsewhere
...are not coincidental occurrences. These
nationsare onthehitlists of Anglo-American
governmentsand their critical financialarms,
which canessentially shifttheapparent ‘value’
ofacurrency positively or negatively overnight
against the US dollar with several trading
key strokes, thereby altering the perception
(keyword) of said currency - and thus ofits
nation’swider economichealth-tofitadesired
political outcome. That outcome could entail
anything from strong-arming a nation into
abiding by Atlanticisttrading or geopolitical
mandates, to outright stoking riotsand other
unrestwithinanationenroute to collapsingits
governmentand national stability entirely.
Thelatteraimsare clearly why the Iranianrial
isbeingtargeted and hasbeen for manyyears.
Washingtonhasevenbeenonrecordstatingso.
Triggeringhyperinflationisacurrencywartactic
inachievingwhatovertmilitarymeasures cannot

intheimmediatesense.

IsIran’seconomy collapsing? What might
future hold about the Islamic Republic’s
economy?

lan: The western Atlanticistintentis forIran’s
economy to outright collapse viadamaging
therialenough -andideally,inavacuumaway
from any mitigating circumstances afforded
by any Iranianally’s economicassistance - to
where domesticand international business
cannotbe conducted. WhetherIran’seconomy
outright collapses, a la where Venezuela’s
economy is headed, is contingent upon the
Iranian government uniting onawar footing
(because Iran is, essentially, at war in the
economicarenaagainsttransatlanticpowers)
toreignininefficiencies, debts, petty internal
inconsistencies and inefficientinformation
exchanges, while seekingto functionally unlink
asmuchaspossiblefrom USdollarreliance.Using
bilateral currency exchanges with partnered
andallied nations suchas China, Russia, Turkey,
Pakistan, Iraq, Lebanon, Syriaand others,aswell
asmobilizing non-dollar oil, gasand mineral
trading - perhapsvia the petro-yuan out of
Beijing, orthe petro-ruble outofMoscow;, orboth
-affordsnotonly sustainabilityinternally,buta
model for othernationsto utilize for divorcing
fromdollar hegemony. Eurasian nationsare
alreadyworkingonthesenon-dollarimperatives;
Iranshould take a furtheractive rolein them
partlyinordertoincubateitself.

archer

Tasnim: How much do you think the
governmentisresponsible for this? What
should the governmentdo to control the
market?

lan: Manyargue thatthe Iranian governmentis
responsible forIran’seconomictroubleswithout
havinganawareness ofthe martialized details of
dollar-based moderninternational finance,some
parametersofwhichIreferencedabove. Intruth,
theIraniangovernment-or ANY government
outside of the USitself, for that matter - could
literally do everything ‘by the book’as faras
efficienteconomicmanagement, the nurturing
of innovation, the suppression of debt and
externalborrowing, theregulation ofdamaging
speculativeattacks, the spiking of productivity
and of resource, material, manufactured and
evenintellectual propertyexportsareconcerned,
andsaid governmentwould STILL experience
troublessolongasthey donotfully control their
nation’smonetaryand currency platforms. LE.
Dollar-linkages spell susceptibility to currency
attacks, sanctionsand other means of economic
warfare. The prudently run Russian economy,
where the debt-to-GDPratioislessthan 13%
(whereas US debt-to-GDPis over 105%, the
UK’sisover88%,andJapan’s -under UStutelage
for decadesnow -isatastaggering 253%),
servesasanexample ofhow sober economic
custodianshipisn’tenough to defend against
dollar-based currencywars,as Washington has
alsobeentargetingtheruble.
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eIranian Airlines
Anxious About
Rising Costs,
Dwindling
Business
Airlineshaverecentlyvoiced
concernsabouttheir future
operations, underscoring
theirmostseriousproblems
in a letter to President
Hassan Rouhani.

Just like other economic
sectorsinlran, theaviation
industry,  particularly
airlines, have experienced
problems  with  the
depreciation of national
currency. The Iranianrial
has lost %67 of its value
againstthe USdollarinthe
openmarketsinceJanuary
2018.

The surge in plane ticket
prices started earlier
this month when the
government announced
it would stop supplying
foreign currency at the
subsidized rate 042,000
to airlines and that the
companies have to obtain
their needed foreign
currency atratessetinthe
Forex Deals Integrated
System (known byitslocal
acronymNima). Thisrateis
closertoopenmarketrates.
Asaresult, Iranianairlines’
ticketpriceshaveincreased
by %100-70, which has
led toasignificantdropin
demand forairtravel.
Inaddressing passengers’
criticismsand concerns, Iran
Civil Aviation Organization
hassetacap fortherisein
ticket rates until the end
of the Iranian month of
Mehr (Sep.-230ct.22) and
bannedairlinesfromselling
ticketsathigherprices.
But,accordingtoareportby
the Persian daily Donya-e-
Eqtesad,aviationcompanies
have takennonotice ofthe
capratesandkeeponselling
ticketsatinflated prices.

As up to %60 of the

expenditure of airlines,
including fees paid to
airportsand maintenance
costs, need to be paid in

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said that his country will
startusinglocal currenciesin trade

dollar dominance of trade exchange
graduallybydealinginlocal currencies.
“Linking world trade, particularly

Turkey’s head of state noted that the
“trade facilitation system” isbecoming
amajor obstacle to global free trade,

the global creditratinginstitutionsare
politicized. These institutions are not
honest, they are fraudulentand we do

Turkey touselocal

° ° with Iran and China, Anadolunews  with the US dollar,isbecomingabig pointingoutthatemergingeconomies notbelievethem.” _ a1
currencies im tl.ade agencyhasreported.Ankaraissaidto  problem day after day,” Erdogan aresufferingfromthisproblem,with  President Erdogan insisted that his f(_)relgnc_urretncytherlseln
‘th I bediscussingthe same proposalwith  explained. “Countries, companies thebiggestexamplebeingtheeconomic  countryis determined to achieve full ticketpricesis partly dueto
wi ramn, Says Russia. and traders have to cope with the attackssuffered by Turkeyinrecent economicindependence,especiallyin theriseinforeign currency

ratesinrecentmonths,reads
the airlines’ letter to the
president, first publicized
by Fars News Agency.

“Heavy customs duties
are levied on imports of
airplane spare parts in
Iran,accordingto thelaw,
while airplanes should be
exempted. The aviation
industryenjoysthe support
ofgovernmentsworldwide,

difficultieslinked to the US dollar, the
exchangerate pressuresand difficulties
arising from the nature of the trade
itself.”

Erdogan made his remarks at the
Kyrgyz-Turkish Business Forum held
inthe Kyrgyzstan capital, Bishkek. He
stressed theneed to putanendto US

weeks. “The aim of manipulatingforeign
exchangeratesistoraise doubtsabout
the strength and robustness of the
Turkish economy. All the steps taken by

defenceindustries,and thatitseconomy
will overcome the current phase and
emerge stronger than it was in the
past.

Erdogan

Solution: NO 27

Iran’s mobile internet speed exceeds global average

N
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Accordingto the latestfigures
published on a global ranking

exceeds the global average of
22.81 download Mbps and

website, the mobile internet 9.13 upload Mbps.In fixed but in Iran, despite
speedinlranhasexceededthe broadband,Iranhasclimbed sanctions, the industry
global average, placingitatthe two spotsto stand atthe still receives no support,
58th place. disappointingranking of 107th. whatsoever”
Accordingto SpeedtestGlobal The fixed broadband internet

Index, a website ranking speedinlranis12.14Mbps for

mobile and fixed broadband download and 5.27Mbps for

speeds from around the world upload.Thisiswhile the global =

on a monthly basis, Iran is average for fixed broadband GOLD PRICE PEROUNCE
placed 107thin terms of fixed internetspeedis46.41Mbps
broadband speed,and 58thin for download and 22.48Mbps 1,195.6$

terms of mobile internetspeed.
Although the latestranking for
Iran’s mobile internet speed
at 23.79Mbps (download)
and 9.34Mbps (upload)
shows onelostspot, the speed

for upload.Qatar currently
hasthe top spot for the fastest
mobileinternetof 62.63Mbps,
and Singapore has the fastest
fixed broadband internet of
181.47Mbps.
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EDITORIAL

Exchange
Market: Lost
Circle Of Iranian
Economy

..Sowhyagainshould it
berepeated?

That people do not
know what to do with
their money And they
fearthattheirvalue will
diminish day by day, is
nottheir fault. If people
knew whatto investin,
that their money will
notbereduced surely
theydiditand theytook
thehandsofafewyoung
people to solve the
problem of employment
in society. However,
peopledonotknowand
the authorities do not
doanything to find this
missing link. For this
reason, some people
donotknowwhattodo
with their capital and
ontheotherhand,some
young people cannot
startanyjob duetolack
of capital. Perhapsthere
are thousands ofloops
thatcanbereplaced by
thisloop. One of these
ringsisastock exchange.
With the proper and
informed investment
inthe stock exchange,
thevalue ofthe assets of
individualsis protected
against inflation,
because the person
contributes to the share
ofthe company'sassets
and with the growth of
the value of company
assets over time, the
value of individual
sharesalsoincreases.
The stock market is
legal; therefore, all
those who invest in
the Stock exchange
have legal protection.
However, why, despite
these advantages,
people donotwelcome
investment in the
exchange? But there
aresomedisadvantages
in investing in stock
exchanges despite the
great benefits. These
disadvantages did not
allow the exchange in
Iranto find its place so
far. In Iran, the stock
exchangeisnotexpected
to provide strong capital
and it plays more of
a role in exchanges
between people. One
ofthe mostimportant
reasons for this is the
lack of full support
from the government.
Another reason not
to accept exchange in
[ran is unfamiliarity of
People with the stock
market. If one second
ofthe advertisements
made on television for
the banks was for the
stock exchange, So far,
everyone could easily
buy and sell on the
stock marketand these
wandering currencies
in the stock market
could have resulted
in production and job
creation.

-300year-old map in Dubai

contains'Persian Gulf name

The deputy police chief of Dubai, United Arab Emirates, has
published picture ofa-300year old map whichincludes thename
'Persian Gulf' provingagain Iran's historical sovereignty overit.
The map was revealed when Dhahi Khalfan published an evidence
onhistwitteraccounttosupporthis claim that Qatarbelonged to
Bahraininthe past.

'Iconsider Qatarasaninseparable partof Bahrain, wrote Dhahi
Khalfanin his Twitter message on Sunday.

He demanded thatthe countryshould bereturned to Bahrain.

The map published by Khalfan datesbackto 1745 and contains the
name 'Persian Gulf', from which Khalfan has most probably been

The oldestmap showingthe name 'Persian Gulf' datesbackto 500
BC; however, thename 'Bahral-Fars' meaning 'the Sea of Persia'has
beenrepeatedlyusedin Arabichistorical and geographical texts.
Disregardingall the historical facts,some Arab countries tried to
fake the name A-r-a-b-i-a-n Gulf with the expansion of pan-Arab
ideas by Egyptian Former President Gamal Abdel Nasserin the
1960s.

The claim that Bahrain owns Qatarisanissue thathasfanned the
flames of the verbal war between the two Persian Gulflittoral
countriesinthe pastfewweeks.

King Hamad binIsa AlKhalifa of Bahrain has claimed inameeting
inthe presence of some ofhis countries' tribes that Bahrain's
sovereignty over Qatarhasbeen provedsince 1762.

Hehassaid thatthe Qataritribes gave Zubarah to Bahrainin 1762,
and hence the ownership ofall the peninsula of Qatar with Zubarah

as the capital was transferred to
Bahrain.

Many peoplereacted to the claim
inthesocialmediaandsaid thatit
would causeanew crisisbetween
thetwo countries.

Arab countries of the Persian Gulf
have always had border problems,
butclaim of sovereignty over all of
Qatarisanewoneheard from Hamad bin
Isa AlKhalifa, the King of Bahrain.
Hebelievesthat Zubarah belongs to Bahrain and thatequalsall
QatarInMarch,inaninterviewwith Egyptiannewspaperal-Ahram,
hesaid, 'We know the people of Qatar. They are our family; before the
sovereignty of Al Thani, theywere our people.’

ignorantof.

Whydid the White House form the
"Iran Action Group"?

65 years ago, a ClIA-backed coup

toppled Mohammad Mosaddegh,

Iran’s prime minister. The goal of

the coup was to strengthen the
West'sally Shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi. On Aug. 16, US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo announced

the creation ofanew Iran Action

Group to coordinate US policy
toward the IslamicRepublicinthe

wake of the US withdrawal from

theJoint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

A\\ By: Hanif Ghaffari

The formation of an action group
againstIran by the US Departmentof
State can be analyzed and evaluated
from different dimensions. Inrecent
days, the news about the formation
ofanaction group againstIran by the
Trump government has attracted
the attention of Western media. The
western sources deal with thisnewsin
such away that one may come to think
it'sanunprecedented actionin the four
lastdecades, and the US government
hasnever beeninvolvedinadirect
oppositionagainstIran! Butin spite of
Trump and Pompeo's efforts to make
this measure seem unique, we have
repeatedly been witnessingsuch fertile
efforts by the United States over the
pastfourdecades.

Inthisregard, we need to take a close
look atthe nature of Trump's recent
action and make a primary analysis.
In general, the Iran Action Groupisa
special group atthe US Department
of State to deal with Iran in different
aspects. In this group, many experts
cooperate inintellectual, political,
economic and military fields. US
Department of State officials have
announced that they have used all
possible capacities for dealing with
Iran under such a working group.
Some sourcesreportthe presence of
hundreds of peopleinthe group.
Apparently, Mike Pompeo, the
US Secretary of State has formed a
special group to coordinate and run
US policy toward Iran as the Trump
administration moves ahead with
efforts to put extended pressure on
the Islamic Republic of Iran after
withdrawing from the JCPOA.It's also
said that the group will be headed
by Brian Hook, who is currently the
State Department’s director of policy
planning. The formation of this group
onthe 65th anniversary ofthe 1953
Iranian coup is very meaningful,
indicating continued efforts by the

United States to confront the Iranian
nationand regime. Some of the stated
goalsofthisgroupare:

- Usingadvisersand expertsonIran's
issues toadvance Trump's opposition
policies

- Coordination between US government
agenciesin confronting with Iran

-To work with the international
community to change Iran's behavior
(speciallyintheregion)

-Maximum economicpressureonlran
-Sanctions for governments thatdonot
follow the anti-Iranian sanctions of the
Trump government

The direct opposition of the US
Department of State and even the
Treasury Department to the Islamic
RepublicofIranhasa-40year history.
Since the presidency of Jimmy Carter
(at the time of the Iranian Islamic
Revolution), we have witnessed the
secret formation of such working
groups and think tanks againstIran.
Many ofthese groupsare defined under
the structure of the US Department
of State, and others, in the form of
independent groups (but affiliated
with American security agencies), have
beenworkingagainstour country.
Thefactisthat"Iran Action Group"aims
atoverthrowingthe Iranian regime
and creatinga gap between therulers
and people in our country. Although
thisisdenied by those like Pompeo and
Brian Hooke, the practical approach of
the Trump governmentand, in general,
all American government, has been
based on this. Announcing the group’s
creation, Pompeosaid: “TheIran Action
Group will be responsible directing,
reviewing,and coordinatingallaspects
ofthe State Department’s Iran-related
activity.”

Pompeo continued; "We are committed
to a whole of government effort to
change the Iranianregime's behavior
and the Iran Action Group will ensure
that the Department of State will
remain closely synchronized with our
interagency partners. The IAGwillalso
lead the way in growing efforts with
nationswhich share ourunderstanding
ofthelranian threat.”

Meanwhile, the existence of paradoxes
and inconsistenciesin the American
authorities' behavior towards Iran
isremarkable. The US Secretary of
Stateistryingto portray the image ofa
"full-fledged opposition” to Iran. This
is while US President Donald Trump
speaks ofhaving talks with the Iranian
officials without pre-conditions. This
paradoxrevealsthe USdesperationand
confusion againstthe "powerful Iran”
more than anything.
Ontheotherhand, asitwas mentioned
atthe beginning of this article, such
groups and committees have been
repeatedly formed during the last 40
years. In this time, the US parties have
made every effortto topple the Islamic
Republicoflranand oppose the Iranian
nation.Itshould notbe forgotten that
inthis equation, thereisno difference
between Jimmy Carter, Reagan, Bush,
Clinton, Obama or Trump. Therefore,
Pompeo's remarks are a clear
indication of the actual opposition
between the United Statesand Iran. The
announcementofthe formation ofthe
"Iran Action Group"is notanew story
forthose who follow the USanti-Iranian
activities. Thisisa cross-sectional tactic
and, of course, a cliché that will not
bring Washington toits goals.

report

Top Iranian Cleric: JCPOA Reminder of US Unreliability

Chairman of Iran’s Assembly of
Experts described the US withdrawal
fromthe 2015 Iran nuclear deal as yet
another strong evidence thatthe USis
untrustworthy, rejectingany negotiation

with Washington.

Addressing a periodic session of the

program.

Plan of Action (JCPOA), the US withdrew
from the agreement, Ayatollah Jannati
deplored, adding that the EU is also
pursuing the US demands and has
brazenly called for talks on Iran’s missile

Referringto the outrightban thatLeader

opened the fifth session of
itscurrenttermin the former
building of the Iranian
Parliament in downtown
Tehran on Tuesday morning.

In comments last month,
Ayatollah Khamenei

NEWS

Trump Says Sessions' DOJ Has
Placed GOPin MidtermJeopardy

Showing his disregard for the Justice Department's
independence, President Donald Trump tweeted that federal
indictmentsagainsttwo Republican congressmen placed
the GOPinmidtermelectionjeopardy. Trump againattacked
Attorney GeneralJeffSessionsinthe tweetsuggestingthatthe
Justice Departmentconsider politicswhen making decisions:
"Obama erainvestigations, oftwo very popular Republican
Congressmen were broughtto awell-publicized charge,
justahead ofthe Mid-Terms, by the Jeff SessionsJustice
Department. Two easy wins nowin doubtbecause there is
Trump has frequently suggested he views the Justice
Departmentlessasalaw enforcementagency and moreasa
departmentthatis supposedtodohis personaland political
bidding. Still, investigators are never supposed to take into
accountthepolitical affiliations of the people theyinvestigate.
Chabaharimportant for transitof
Afghangoods

Advisortothe President of Afghanistan and the chairman of
the Afghan Airfields Economic Development Commission
said Chabahar Portand Free Zone in southern Iran playan
importantroleinthe developmentand transitof Afghan
goodsand can connectthe countrytofreewaters.Inameeting
with Chabahar Free Zone officials, Dawood Sultanzoy said,
'Chabaharisveryimportantfor Afghanistananditis crucial
for the countryintermsoftrade, transitand exporting
goods.'He added itis necessary to expand commercial,
economicand political relations with Iran to develop
Afghanistan's economy.Sultanzoy said getting familiar with
theeconomic, tradeand transitpotentials, the function of the
freezone, management, legal facilitiesand meetingthelocal
officialsareamongthe goals ofhis trip to Chabahar. He noted
Iranand Afghanistan's economic cooperationis ofbenefitto
theregionand should be enhanced.

Slovenian pres. keenondeveloping

tieswith Iran

During the meeting between Iranian ambassador to
Ljubljana and Slovenian president, Slovenian head of
state Borut Pahor said thathis countryisresolute to keep
relation with Iran.Kazem Shafei, Iranian new Ambassador
to Ljubljana, submitted hisletter of credentials to Slovenian
PresidentBorutPahor.The Iranianambassadorhanded his
letter of credentials to the Slovenian presidentinameetingon
Monday evening.Duringthe meeting, Borut Pahorreferredto
thetrajectory ofdevelopmentsinIran-Sloveniarelationsand
described the currentlevel of tiesas perfectand exemplary.
Pahorthenreiterated his country’s supportfor the JCPOA
(the]JointComprehensive Plan of Action AKA the Irannuclear
dealwhichwassignedbyIranand Sexteton]July2015,14).He
thenvoicedhopetoseetheViennaaccord continueasitisa
guarantee for security and peace.

Iran, UK have useful conversationon
nucleardeal, regionalissues: Alistair
Burt

Afterleaving Tehran, British Minister of State for the Middle
Eastand North Africa, Alistair Burtannounced thathe had
useful conversations with Iran on the nuclear deal and
regional and consularissues.“Weekend in Tehran - had
useful conversations with Deputy Foreign Minister Araghchi
onthenucleardeal & widerregionalissues.lalso continued to
pressthe case strongly on our dual national consular cases,”
hewrote onhis official Twitteraccount.The deputy Foreign
Minister for Political Affairs, Abbas Araghchiand Alistair Burt
hadlaunched newround ofbilateral talks betweenIranand
UKin Tehranon Saturday September 1.

Assembly of Experts in Tehran on
Tuesday, Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati
said, “We mustlearnlessons from the
experience oftheJCPOA and keep in mind
thatthe USisunreliable.”

Healso stressed thatsuch mistrustofthe
USmustbe preserved duringany possible
negotiationsin future.

While Iran has honored all of its
commitmentsto the Joint Comprehensive

ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khameneihas puton bilateral talks
with the US, the clericsaid, “Trump has
raised theideaofnegotiations without
preconditions asanother fraud. There are
alsoattemptsinside (Iran) forapossible
meeting between the president (ofIran)
and Trump on the sidelines of the United
Nations General Assembly.”

The -88member Assembly of Experts

roundly dismissed the idea

of negotiations with the US,

saying dialogue with abullying
regime thatusestalksasatool
for pursuingits hostile policies
is forbidden and would be
detrimental to Iran.

On May 8, US President Donald Trump
pulled his country out of the JCPOA,
whichwasachievedin 2015 after years of

among Iran and the Group 1+5
(Russia, China, the US, Britain, France
and Germany) and re-imposed the US
sanctionsagainstlran.



Children throughout the world exposed to
COMIMON Concerns

Mayor ofIsfahan Ghodratollah Noroozisaid the children,
notjustinlran, butthroughoutthe world are exposedto

common concernsandissues.

Inhis message to the festival which was inaugurated
in central Province ofIsfahan on Aug 30, Noroozisaid,”
Portrayingthe worldwithincinemaframeneedsadouble
art."“Theworld of childhood and adolescencesisaworld

5000Rials itasenormousaslifeitself, rich, passionateand genuine.

Aboundless world, beyond any principals ofthe adults

Wednesday,September whichbrings upon usviolence, darkness and obscurity.
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The LittleJewel past few years that
nobody else was willing
toinvestin production,
allmoney wasinvested

in banks and it is
constantly profited
so it became a giant
of wandering capital
and the result was
nothing but inflation
and destructioninthe
markets of dollars and
goldandcars....

The past cannot be
returned butyou should
notrepeatthepast.Isthe
cure of thiswandering
money increasing the
bank's interest rate?
Haveyouevertried this

one?

Morningcalltoprayer:
05:17:51
Nooncalltoprayer:
13:02:02
Eveningcalltoprayer:
19:41:.02

WEATHER

High:33°c
Low:15°c

Plentyofnshine
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Be Pioneer In Each Occasion

Thegiftplanallowsyou to rememberthe birthdays,anniversaries, and all the
memories you have withyourloved ones before them. By subscribing to this
project,youwillbeable to send free giftstoanyplaceinthe provinceand printa
congratulatoryadvertisementinanewspaperwith special conditions:

With thisproject, youcansurprise allyourloved ones onall occasions.

ofpurenessandlimpidlife,aworldwhichhasafutureupon

Cinema, asitreflects children’s
joy,alsoreminds us theirpain,
sadness and concerns,” the
messageadded.

“Isfahan International Film
Festival for Children and Youth
asaspecialized festival with 30
years, of history, isa cultural event
whichhasbeenheldinIsfahan fornumerouseditionsand
haswelcomed guests fromall over the world. Choosing
Isfahanasthe permanenthostofthis eventis pleasant
and honorable occasionand we are deeply thankful for,”
hesaid.

US Using Dollar as Weapon against Iran,
Tuarkey, Russia: Economic Researcher

Wheels of textile industry slowed down

in Isfahan

e Launching the biggest textile factories of the
) countryin Isfahan, has made this province to
be one of the big textile hubs since many years

ago, but unfortunately, mismanagement, the lack of
necessary technology infrastructures, and high level of

imports have slowed down the wheels of this industry.

Now, a large number of the factories and textile
workshopsin Isfahan province are closed, and some
of them are active with low production capacity.
Confirming the bankruptcy of Vatan factory and
changingits usage to sleeping products manufacture,
the chairman ofthe Weavers' Association of the textile
workshops said, "Isfahan textile factories are not
in good condition due to the high level of imports,
domesticraw materials shortage and old-fashioned
machines. Unfortunately, Vatan textile factory with its
longhistory has stopped production.Considering the
imports of the textile products from other countries as
thebiggestproblem, Morteza Mansourisaid, "high level

ofimportsin textile industry have good benefits for
them, because they will earn huge profits withoutpaying
taxes, wages,and insurance; Achieving this profit atthe
price ofthe domesticfactories closure and subsequent
unemployment of thousand workers! "Despite the
advanced production system of this factory, it was
preferredto closeitduetothe worn-outequipment, the
lack of suitable revenues,and having various problems
inproduction processes," he continued.

Children filmfestvital in familiarizing them
withdifferentglobal cultures

A Switzerland movie-savvy has
underscored thevitalrole ofinternational
youth-based filmfestivalsinfamiliarizing
childrenand teenagers with different
culturesallaround theglobe.
Inaninterviewwiththereporterofiran’s
International Film Festival for Children
and Youth’snewsheadquarters, Beatrix
Sartoriexpressed herviews withregard
tochildrenandyouth film festivals, while
mentioning an annual Switzerland
children film eventnamed ‘Cinemagia’
similartolran’sthattargetsthepromotion
of international cultural knowledge
amongyoungsters.

Born in 1959 in the German district
of Switzerland, she is a member of
‘Locarno Parent’s Group’ Association’s
Management Committee. Since 2001,
she has been the artistic director of
‘Cinemagia’ Film Festival. According to
Sartori, ‘Cinemagia’isamovie gathering
whichtakes place everyyearin October
with screenings duringthe weekforall
levels of school classes and for families
onthe weekends. In the summer, she

organizes film workshops forkidsand
teenagers, where thekids produce an
animated shortfilmorafiction picture,
underthesupervisionofanadult.
Excerptsfromtheinterviewfollow:
Whatisthestatus of childrenandyouth
cinemainyour country?
InSwitzerland, wehave fourregions with
differentlanguages. Thereis the Swiss
Germanregion, the Frenchregion, the
Italianregion,and the Grisonsregion.In
the Swiss Germanregion, the production
of new movies is higher than other
regions,soapartofthemarealsomovies
forkids.

How much do writers care about
childreninyour country?

We have some famous stories for kids
from Switzerland, so these books have
beenusedtomakefamily films. Thereare
forexample: ‘Heid{’,'‘Rascalsontheroad’,
‘maviede Courgette’,‘Schellenursli’and
‘MollyMonster’.In Locarno,wehave now
afilmschool, so someyoung and active
film makersare encouraged to produce
shortand feature films foradultsaswell

asforchildrenandyouth (intheshortfilm
competitionyou canfindaworkfroma
youngfilmmaker from Ticino).

What do you know about Iran's
children and youth cinema and in
generalthelraniancinema?
[liketheIranian Cinemaverymuch.Inour
Cinemagia Festival, we screened several
films from IrandirectorsincludingJafar
Panahi, Abbas Kiarostami,and Babak
Payami.

Cinemahelpsusbetter understand
eachother’'slife,and understanding
our ownworld is one of the goals of
life; how can cinema succeed in this
respect?

Yes, thisisthe main purpose of our festival
aswell. Forall filmsthatwe screeninthe
program,we create educational cards for
kidsandteacherstoencouragediscussion
andunderstandingofother cultures.
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