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T
Persian
Tile Work
Progressing
Over
Centuries

Persian tile work
progressing over
centuries
Persiantile work
Tile work, originally
related to pottery,
mainly comes from
Kashan, Isfahan.
The oldestsamples
of tile work are
glazed bricks
found in Chogha
Zanbil Temple in
the ancient Susa
Plain (Today’s
Khuzestan) from
the mid Elamite era
(6th century BCE)
depicting especial
everlasting guards
and other common
Achaemenid
patterns with the
ultimate delicacy

and beauty.

Unfortunately, this
artdeclined during
the Arsacids, who
used glazed bricks
to cover coffins. But
fortunately, during

the Sassanids,
tiles, even inlaid
tiles, became

very popular and
were used in their
buildings, especially
the Bishapur Palace
and the Ctesiphon
Palace.

The designs
consisted of women
playing the harp,
weaving something
or carrying flowers,
showingthedelicacy
ofthe workand the
variety of colors
used during the
Sassanids.
Gradually, with tile

work  becoming
common as
decoration, its

technology made
more process, i.e.the
geometric designs
were mixed with
floral designs and
transparent colors
werealsoadded.
The centers of
tile making were
Isfahan, Kashan,
Yazd, and Kerman.
Extracted frombook
“Esfahan, the never-
ending Splendour”
by Mansour
Ghasemi.
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Stroll Through Istahan’s
ArmenianJulfa

New ]Julfa (literally Jolfa quarter of
[sfahan) isthe Armenian quarter
ofIsfahan, Iran,located along the
southbankofthe river Zayandeh
River. Established by Armenians
from Julfa, Nakhichevan in the
early 17th century, itis still one of
theoldestandlargest Armenian
quartersinthe world.

New Julfawas establishedin 1606 as an
Armenian quarter by edictof Shah Abbas
[, theinfluential shah from the Safavid
dynasty. Over 150,000 Armenians were
moved there from Julfain Nakhichevan.
All history accounts agree thatas the
residents of Julfa were famous for
their silk trade, Shah Abbas treated
the population well and hoped that
theirresettlementin Isfahan would be
beneficial to Persia.

New]Julfaisstillan Armenian-populated
area with an Armenian school and
sixteen churches, including Surp
Amenaprgitch Vank, whichisaUnesco
World Heritage site,and undoubtedly
one of the mostbeautiful churchesin
Iran.

Armeniansin New Julfa observe the
Iranian law with regard to clothing, but
otherwiseretain a distinct Armenian
language, identity cuisine, and culture.
The policy of the Safavids was very
tolerant towards the Armenians as
compared to other minorities, such as
the Iranian Georgians and Circassians.
According to a reference by David
Petrosyan of the Institute for Central
Asianand Caucasian studies, New Julfa
hadbetween 10,000-12,000 Armenian

V' A

Masjed-e Jameh

TheJameh mosqueis oneof thebiggestand oldest surviving
mosquesinIran. Thismosqueisnotlocated atthesquareandit’s
located quiteadistance from it. You can walk via the bazaar to getto
the Jameh Mosque, it's definitely worth the effort! |
Theablutionsfountain in themiddle of the courtyard wasdesigned | #
toimitate thekaabaat Mecca. Devotees comehereto practise their
ritualsbeforeheading for their pilgrimage at Mecca.

Captivated by the detailed brickwork of the Taj al-Molk Dome, one

inhabitantsin 1998. As of today, itis
stillone of the largest ethnic Armenian
quartersintheworld.

Popularwith young peopleinIsfahan,
itisexperiencing considerable growth
compared to otherdistricts.

Duringthe Shah’sreign,itwasalso the
time when many artists and craftsmen
moved or were relocated to Esfahan,
making this city especially famous for
carpet-weaving. The Shah transported
a colony of highly skilled Armenian
Christians from Jolfa (at the very
northeastofIranatthe border with
Azerbaijanand Armenia) to Esfahan,
founded a village called “New Jolfa”
and ensured theirreligious freedom
in exchange for their craftsmanship
skills. Finally, whatis arguably the most
important treasure of this quarter:
its thirteen seventeenth-century
churches. The most famous, the Holy
Savior Cathedral, whichwasannounced
in May as a forthcoming entry in the
list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites,
is a remarkable synthesis between
Islamic, Armenian and European
architecture. No less elegant and
beautiful - and equally covered with
sumptuous frescoes - is the nearby
Church of St. Bethlehem, the only other
opento visitors. Anyone who has seen
the churches ofthe Caucasian Armenia
will be taken by surprise here: the first
onesarebare and essential, as the ones
of Isfahan arerich and sophisticated,
designed to abduct the eyes and
hearts ofthose who enter, justlike the
contemporary mosques of the city.
Underlyingthis process ofacculturation

isahistorylonger than four centuries.
ArrivedinIsfahanin 1604 atthe behest
of Shah Abbas|, one ofthe greatestrulers
inthe history of Iran, the Armenians
played akeyroleinthe heyday of the
Safavid Empire. Skilled traders, they
weredeported from the Araratplainand
the town ofJulfa (intoday’s Azerbaijan)
to the capital Isfahan, with the double
aim of using a scorched earth policy
inaborder disputed by the dreadful
Ottoman neighborand of givinganew
impetus to the economic development
ofthe capital.
Allocated out of town, over theriver
banks of Zayanderud (the urban limit
atthe time, later engulfed by the city
expansion), the Armenians enjoyed
agreatreligious freedom and soon,
after the tragedy of exile, also a
considerable wealth. They named their
new settlement New Julfa, in memory
ofthelosthomeland, and were able in
afewyears-aided by the support of
the Safavid crown - to create anetwork
of businesses whose ramifications
extended from Malaysia and India to
Russiaand Europe.

In these days, the neighborhood of
JolfaisIsfahan’s hottestand trendiest
districtwith alotofshops, boutiques,
cafésand restaurants. The beautiful
Armenian churches settheatmosphere
for this beautifully designed area, the
cobblestone streets and small squares
come toliveinthe eveningand night,
and Esfahan’srich and beautiful enjoy a
delicious meal oranalcohol-free cocktail
in courtyard restaurants or street
cafés.

ofthefinestbrickdomeeverbuiltin Persia. Thisdome mightbe

small, butit’s said tobe extremelyhardyand has survived numerous

earthquakes for the past 900 years! Also, the placement of every
singlebrickis said tobe mathematically perfect!

WHERETO STAY

Howzak House: Beautiful
Family Style Home

Welcome to the Howak House! A family managed
traditional house in the historic city of Isfahan. By five
minutes of walk from World Heritage Site of Isfahan
Jamé Mosque, Howzak Houseisanideal starting pointto
explore Isfahan. Howzak House rehabilitated to prepare
aspace toinvite the guests experiencing the authentic
lifestyle inside a traditional Iranian house belonging to
90 yearsago.
i Tripadvisor Reviews

omarstravels,London, United Kingdom: One of the
besttraditional Guesthouse in whole of Esfahan
Thadareally greattime stayingin Howzak House. Whata
lovely place whichisrunbyvery friendly bunch of people.
Itistucked away in the middle of old historical city of
Esfahan, close to the famous Jamia Mosque and the famous
Bazaar.It'strue thatcompare to Tehranand Yazd, Esfahan
doesn’thave abigchoice of Guesthouses or hostels,and
thehotels are very expensive. But trust me this place will
giveyouareal taste of greatIranian hospitality, and of
courseitisso quiteand comfortable evenyou canhavea
afternoonlittle snooze, withoutany kind of disturbance.
Itisasmall Guesthouse,and nicely decorated with some
oldIranian traditional way, and you will feel like that ‘you
arestayinginaspecial place’, and they have also free fast
WiFitoo.

Thebreakfastwasalsoverygood with freshbread, cheese,
fresh fruit, eggs, beans and lentils, honey, jam and tea/
coffee.

The mostimportant thingaboutthis Guesthouseis the
whole professional team including Ms Nassem, Farzad,
Sajjad, and the joyful old Baba who always ask you fora
teawithalovely smile.

Exceptold Baba, everyone speaks brilliant English, and
seems quite educated people,and ifyouneed any help or
advise, they are always there to help.

My kindestregards to Ms Nassem and her whole staff,
and thank you so much to having me few days at your
wonderful place,and hope to see youall very soon.

JustynaS: A place younever forget

Itwaswonderful to stay there, they really like making their
guest comfortable, they enjoy spending time with them.
They are always there to help. This place definitely hasa
special placeinmyheart.

Michele W:Ahidden treasure!

Howzak Houseisaunique place, not only thanksto the
beautiful traditional house, but mostofall due to thelovely
people working there to make you feelathome!! [ simply
hadagreatstay and would come back whenever [ would
beinlranagain.

Brevilo,Berlin, Germany: A wonderful place to start
your explorations of Esfahan

The personnelis greatand super helpful! The rooms
areamazingand eventravelingin the hottestseason the
placeisanoasis. Forallofyouwholove AC’s don’t go, for
allwhoare opento sleep withafanand opendoors =GO!
Having breakfastin the courtyard is a greatstartin the
dayandalso the shared facilities = toiletsand shower are
super fineasthe houseisnotbig! Alsoyoucangouponthe
rooftop and have anice view over thatarea ofthe city that
canbe easily explored on foot from the accommodation.
Enjoy youstay there! AND...pricesarein EURO, you can
alsopayin EURO.

OrquideaK: Bestbeginning ofanIran visit

We stayed for 2 nights, everybody was sooo nice and
helpful. Taxi and bustickets were organised, the small
citymapisalso very helpful, but we couldnt find all of the
hidden places spotted onit.

Foodis marvellous! Neverhad betterafterwards... Thank
yousomuch

KimiyaM,Hanoi, Vietnam: Great place to stay! Don’t
missit!

Howzak Houseis for sure one of the best place I've stayed
during my travelsinIran, if not the best! It's authentic,
cosy, clean, wonderfully situated. Nassim and Babak, and
therestofthestaffare thenicestpeople you’llever meet,
and willhelp you discover Esfahanand thelocal culture.
Don’tmiss Howzak House's cuisine: try the Kookoo Sabzi,
it'sabsolutely delicious!

Rooms and facilities:

Free WIFI

Breakfastincluded

PublicKitchenfrom11:00amto 18:00 pm

Café Howzak, from 17:00t0 22:00: toserve hotand cold
beverages

Gatheringroom: chilling out, Persian music, Persian music
instruments, Persian movies, books

Publiccentral courtyard

Nightwalks through the city (pre-arranged)

Taxi arrangements (to and from Bus terminal and
airport)




Ground Broken on Isfahan

Chemical Factory

The construction of a factory producing calcium chloride with
anannual production capacity of 30,000 tons and magnesium
hydroxide with 5,000 tons began in Khurand Biabanak County of

Isfahan Province on Saturday.

The ceremony was attended by Chairman of [ranian Mines and
Mining Industries Developmentand Renovation Organization Mehdi
Karbasian, as well as Isfahan Governor General Mohsen Mehralizadeh,
IMIDRO reported.The project will create 30 directjobsand 300 indirect
onesupon completion. Some 400 billion rials (4$ million) have beeninvested in the

thatwill take 18 months to complete.
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project

The factory’s products will later be used in awide range of fields, including oil and gas drilling,
melting snowand ice, and soil stabilization, according to Financial Tribune.

NEWS

Brazil to Allocate $1.2b to Boost Iran
Trade

The government of Brazil is to allocate $1.2 billion for
maintainingits considerable economicand trade ties
withIranin the face of reinstated US sanctions.
Accordingto the Latin American nation’sambassador
to Iran, the allocation of funds, to be handed out to
Brazilian businesspeople wishingto work with Iranian
counterparts,isinthe “final stages”“This creditistobe
allocated by the Brazilian Development Bank,” Rodrigo
de Azeredo Santos was also quoted as saying by the
website of Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture.“Butsince this creditis only
related to goods and services other than agricultural
products, the capacities of other banks mustbe tapped
inthe agriculture sector,” Financial Tribune quoted
him as saying.According to Santos, the Brazilian
governmenthas considered the funds to cooperate
withIranfor creatingjobsand transferring technology
to establish long-term trade ties.“The Central Bank
of Brazil sees no obstacles to the presence of Iranian
banksin Brazil and believes thatthis will help promote
the continued financial cooperation of two countries,”
hesaid.

Risein Packaging Cost Pushes Up Egg
Prices

Rising production costsand prices of essential goods
have now spread to the poultry industry.The price
ofeachtray for 30 eggs hasincreased by 3,000 rials
($0.02) from 1,000-1,500 rials ($0.009-0.013),
while that ofboxes (used to hold trays) hasrisen to
25,000-30,000 rials ($0.22-0.27) from 10,000 rials
($0.09) in the pastthree weeks, the head of the Union
of Producers of Egg-Laying Hens told IRNA on Saturday.
Reza Torkashvand noted that the rise causes an
increase of 2,500 rials ($0.02) perkilogram on egg
prices.According to the official, eggs are currently
sold at73,000-75,000 rials ($0.66-0.68) perkilogram
atfarms, while each tray of eggsis soldat 150,000-
160,000 rials ($1.36-1.45) in fruitand vegetable
markets. Torkashvand emphasized that there is
currently no need for egg imports, as domestic
production fully meets demand. Iran’s egg production
stood at940,000 tonslastyear (March2016-17).

IRICA Denies Gaining From FX

Surcharge on Imports

IRICA Denies Gaining From FX Surcharge on Imports
EghtesadOnline: The [slamic Republicof Iran Customs
Administration has denounced claims thatitintends
to generaterevenues by levying foreign exchangerate
difference surcharge onimports.

“The policy was adopted by the Cabinet and its
implementation was delegated to the Consumers
and Producers Protection Organization. In this case,
IRICA is just an administrative organ and won'’t
receiveasinglerial,”IRNA quoted a statement by the
customs administration as saying. Under Clause V of
the government’s new foreign currency policy, goods
imported after the implementation of the new policy
on August 7 could receive customs clearance only if
their owners paid the surcharge on exchange rate
difference between the government’s subsidized forex
rate (42,000 rials per dollar) atwhich they registered
theirimportordersand the forexrate determined by
the Secondary Forex Market.

Islamic Banking Confab
Wraps Up

The 29th edition of the Islamic Banking Conference came toa
closewiththerelease ofan official statement on Sunday.

Several high-ranking officials, including the Central Bank
of Iran Governor Abdolnasser Hemmtiand bank CEOs, were
amongthe participants and speakers of the event. The concluding
statement emphasized the role of corporate governance in the
managementofbanksand conservation of foreign exchangereserves

astheunjustUSsanctionsarebeingreimposed onIran, IBENAreported.

Atwinbillto overhaul the banking system and the central bankhaslaiddormant  in

the

parliament, with MPsand the governmentdisagreeing over certainarticles. The billaims,among
otherthings, to create an Islamicjurisprudence council that oversees bankinterestratesand
ensures they donotcontravene Islamiclaw, Financial Tribunereported.

Tehran: Gold Coin, Forex
Markets Heating Up Again

The currency and gold coin markets
heated up again on Sunday, keeping up
arally thatstarted from the beginning of
the tradingweek on Saturday:.

The rally was apparently sparked by a
speech delivered by the Central Bank of
[ran’s Governor Abdolnasser Hemmati,
inwhich he signaled frugality inusing the
bank’sresourcesto calm the currency
market.

Addressingthe 29th edition of Islamic Banking
Conference on Saturday, Hemmatisaid the central
bank’s mission, under his watch would be to
husband the bank’sresources, curb inflation,
streamline banks’ balance sheets and rein in
liquidity.

“Preserving CBI's foreign exchangeresourcesand
preventing their wastage are CBI’s top priority,”
Financial Tribune quoted himassaying.

The markettook those commentsassignifyinga
dearth of foreign currency. However, speculators
seemtohaveignored Hemmati’s other comments
assuring that he would not shy away from
interveninginthe marketwhenthe circumstances
callforit.

Sana, theonline systemreportingthe dailyaverage
of foreign exchange rates dealt by exchange
bureaux, recorded the US dollar’s exchange rate
at109,497 rials, up fromlast week’s average of
below 10,000rials. Euro’s exchange rate on Sana
was 91,123 rials.
Intheunofficialmarket,however,the USdollarwas
traded atcloseto 118,000 rials, up from 11,280
rialson Saturday.

Asimilarrally gripped the parallelgold coinmarket
where the benchmark Bahar Azadi gold coin
registered anincrease of over 5%, according to
Tehranand GoldJewelry Union’swebsite. The coin
fetched43.75 ($399) millionrials.

In his Saturday comments, Hemmati also
debunked rumorsthatthebankwillraiseinterest
ratessignificantlyto23%fromthe current15%.He
criticized certain entities forlackingthewillto curb
therisingtide ofliquidity, whichheblamedas "
the “wellspring” ofallthe country’seconomicwoes.
i PatchingUp
Seeking to allay fears and removing
misunderstandingabouthiscomments, Hemmati
later posted amessage on Instagram, saying that
his comments had been taken outof contextand
misinterpreted.
He explained thathe wasreferringtobanksand
their “incompetentmanagers” whoare the main
accomplice to creatingliquidity by engagingin
interestrate speculations.
The officialadded thaton the orders of Leader
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, CBIwill diligently
fightliquidity.
Thetotal volume ofliquidityin Iran stood atabout

= : !
15.82 quadrillionrials ($358.72billion) atthe end
ofthefirstquarterofthe currentfiscalyearonJune
21,CBI'swebsitereportedlastmonth.
Thissignifiesayear-on-year growth of20.4%, the
regulatorsaidinitslatestreportpublished onits
officialnewswebsite.
Banks’ overdrafts from the central bank, the
pile ofbad debtsin the banking system and the
government’s paymentarrearstobanksare cited
byanalyststobethemainreasonsforthe explosion
ofliquidity thathastripled since PresidentHassan

Rouhanitookofficein August2013. The value of
Iran’s currencyrial hasdropped by 67% against

theUSdollarsinceJanuary2018.

CBlistryingto calm the volatile currency and
gold markets through market mechanismsand
lessintervention.On August 6, iteased foreign
exchangerulesand allowed money exchangers
toresumeworkatopenmarketratesaspartofthe
latestrescue package.

DepositTargets

Latest figures from the Housing Savings
Account, Iran’s cheapesthomeownership
initiative, showthatithas managed to attract
more deposits thanithadinitially targeted.
HSA was supposed toabsorb 66.76 trillion
rials ($609.69 million) inliquid deposits
from the time ofits establishmentuntil its
third anniversaryin July.

The volume of deposits belonging to the
initiative in this period reached 69.90 trillion
rials ($638.37 million), indicatingthat 104%
oftheinitial target wererealized, reported
HIBNA, the official news website of Bank
Maskan, the agentbank ofthe housing sector
and the operator of the initiative.
HSAisagovernment-backed scheme that
requiresapplicantsto putdown depositsand

Housing Savings Account Qutstrips

waitforayeartobecome eligible for double
theamountin cheaploans. The main targets
are first-time homebuyersand peopleliving
indistressed urbanareas, Financial Tribune
reported.

The initiative was slated to attract 4.43
trillion rials ($40.45 million) from the
beginningofthe currentfiscal year on March
20 until the end of the fourth month of the
year onJuly 22. Figures show the volume of
deposits exceeded 7.57 trillionrials ($69.13
million), meaningthatthe accountmanaged
torealize 171% ofitsinitial target.

Bank Maskan CEO Abolgasem Rahimi
Anarakihad announced in mid-Augustthat
more than 480,000 people have opened
accounts with theinitiative, meaning thatits

R -
"‘,Ii!'""‘l'n 1
WesEw q¥m
osr nm -
- ; -
; )
o i 2 e
: (e - Mg Ps 7 )
» rr TN / . W
im oo = ;‘?;‘.!‘F*!,'!t' =

hasbeaten expectations.

“Some 360,000 accounts should have been
openedinthisschemeasperthepredictions,
butwe’reahead by 120,000,” he said at the
time.

All the resources absorbed by HSA are
redirected toboostthe financial strength
of Bank Maskan foritto be able to support
prospective homebuyers through cheap
facilities.
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PPI Inflation Uptrending

The average Producer Price
Indexinthe 12 months ending
Aug. 22, which marks the
end of the Iranian month of
Mordad, increased by %15.2
compared with last year’s
corresponding period, the
latestreportofthe Central Bank
oflranannounced.CBI putthe
precedingmonth’s PPlinflation
at %13.1. PPI (using Iranian
yeartoMarch 2017 asthebase
year for the first time) stood
at144.2in Mordad, indicating
a %6.3 rise compared with
the previous month. A year-
on-year increase of %33.8
was registered in the index
compared with the similar

month oflastyear.

Outofthe eight main groups,
“Industry” registered the
highest growth in the monthly
producer priceindexwith %7.2
and ayear-on-yearincrease of
%45.2. “Agriculture, Forestry
and Fishing” posted a monthly
riseof %7.1andaYOY increase
0f %26.3“Transportation and
Warehousing” indicated a
monthly PPIrise of %6.7 and
aYOYincrease of %31.3. The
monthly PPlincrease for “Hotel
and Restaurant” was %3.8and
its YOY growth was %16.9.The
monthly PPI of “Education”
increased by %0.3 and itsyear-
on-year PPIgrew %14.3.
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What's News

+No Ban on
Iranian Tea
Exports

Tea exports will
be permitted as
before and no bans
will beimposed on
its shipments. This
was notified by
director general of
exports affairs with
the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration
to customs offices
across the country
on Saturday.
Earlier,in aletter to
IRICA chief Foroud
Asgari, Minister
of Industries
Mohammad
Shariatmadari had
announced that
the exportoftea,in
addition to different
kinds of paper,
tissue, milk powder,
infant formula and
butter in packages
weighing more
than 500 grams are
banned as of Aug.
23 until further
notice with the aim
of “balancing the
domestic market”.
Teais cultivated in
Iran’s  northern
provinces of Gilan
and Mazandaran on
farms spread over
25,000 hectares.
HabibollahJahansaz,
the head of Iran
Tea Organization,
reacted totheletter
by saying that Tea
Organization,
Ministry of
Agriculture
and members
of parliament
representing Gilan
and Mazandaran,
as well as their
governor generals,
have  expressed
serious concerns
aboutthe negative
effects of the new
regulation on the
economy of the two
northern provinces
and 60,000
households who
earnalivingthrough
tea cultivation.“The
Ministry of
Industries, Mines
and Trade officials
then announced
thatthere had been
a mistake and the
regulation  was
meant to stop the
reexportofimported
tea and not export
of  domestically
produced tea,” he
added.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE

1,199.35%
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EDITORIAL
Destroying
Cooperation
on Cooperative
Day!

..If  cooperatives
that are launched
since the beginning
oftherevolution and
so far, they continue
their activities have
beenabletodo their
job properly, is the
current state of the
economy in our
country the same?
Surely the answer is
nobody.Inour country
there are beautiful
concepts. Anyone
studying the concept
of co-operation,
will be fascinated
by the beauty of this
concept. "Justice,
Freedom, Ethicaland
Religious Values" But
in practice there is
no co-opmentinthe
country's economic,
cultural and social
affairs! If there was
co-operation in the
authorities and the
people, why should
diapers be hoarded,
despite the emphasis
of supremeleaderon
parenting ,the very
few who have been
desirous orunwanted
children say we made
a mistake? From
the beginning of the
revolution all affairs
were supposed to
be overcome with
cooperation SO
whathappened that
people themselves
do not have mercy
on each other. If
our cooperatives
were active, Now
the speculators did
not have a chance
tohoard. And all the
essential necessities
ofthe peopleinthese
cooperatives were
sold atan approved
and fair rate. But
unfortunately,
cooperatives
are destroying.
Cooperative, always
reduces costsand uses
opportunitiesin the
bestway. Co-operative
is one of the most
important ethical
principles which is
also mentioned in
the Qur'an. One of the
important features of
co-opsisteamwork.
The mostimportant
goalistheassignment
of public sector,
public participation
and publicization
of cooperatives.
Therefore, with the
precise  planning
and the optimal use
of cooperative and
executive capacities,
the presence of the
cooperative sector
in the national
economy and the
increase of exports
ofthe country canbe
highlighted.

KhatamAl-Anbiaairdefensebaseplaced
atfrontline of confronting

The Commander-in-ChiefofIran’s Armed Forces, Ayatollah Khamenei
metwithagroup of commanders and officials from of the Khatam
Al-AnbiaAir Defense Base of the Army on Sunday.Atthe meeting, the
Leader ofthelslamicRevolution called theairdefense baseavery crucial
partofthe Armed Forces, placed atthefrontline of confrontingthe enemies
ofIran.He then stressed theimportance ofaccelerating the capabilities of
thebaseandthe AirForces staff.During the meeting, which was organized on

Iran’senemies

theanniversary ofthe National Day of Air Forces, Ayatollah Khameneiasserted,

terms of political calculations, there isno chance of a military war; however, the armed forces must
accelerate theirhuman and equipment capabilities day by day, through vigilance, efficientand agile
management,rememberingthatevery step they take towardreinforcingthe Armed Forces capabilities, is

agooddeedand anactofworshipto God the Exalted”.

Iran, Europe hold intensive talks on
monetary, bankingissues

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Ghasemisaid "we have
held alotof talks on the various financial, monetary, and banking
sectors with the European side, which I donot currently mentionin
detail."Speaking durnghis weekly press conference on Monday, Ghasemi
pointed to the trilateral summit that will be held in the [ranian capital
Tehran on Sept. 7, saying "the summitin Tehran will be a continuation of
talks previously held at the level of experts and ministers," underlining that

“In Syrian long-standing crisis will notbe resolved with one meeting, and only a

political solution would guarantee the stability of Syriaand the territorial integrity ofthe war-torn country.
Pointing to EU proposal packages on]JCPOA, Ghasemisaid regarding the cementing of future cooperation
between Iranand Europe, some meetingsand talks have been held since a few months earlier with some

proposalsthatare underreview, butasyetwe have notreached the final stage.

UN Agency: Trips across Mediterranean
Fall,but Risks Rise

The UN refugee agency says

people smugglers are taking

greaterrisksto ferry theirhuman

cargo toward Europe as Libya’s

coastguard intercepts more and

more boats carrying migrants,

increasing the likelihood that

those onboard may die duringthe

Mediterraneanjourneys.

That’s one of the key findings from the
latest UNHCR reportaboutefforts to
reach Europe. Thereport, released
early Monday and titled “Desperate
Journeys,” says that even though the
number of crossings and deaths has
plunged compared torecentyears, the
voyage is more deadly in percentage
terms for those whoventureacross.
Thereportsays 2,276 people died last
year while tryingto cross, or one death
forevery42 arrivals.

Thisyear,it’s 1,095 deaths, or one out
ofevery 18arrivals.InJune alone, the
proportion hit one death for every
sevenarrivals.

Onthe Central Mediterraneanroute
so far this year, there have been 10
separateincidentsin which 50 ormore
people died — most after departing
from Libya. Seven of those incidents
have been since June alone, UNHCR
said, APreported.

“Thereason the traffichas become
more deadly is thatthe traffickers are
taking morerisk, because thereismore
surveillance exercised by the Libyan
coastguards,” said Vincent Cochetel,
UNHCR’s special envoy for the central
Mediterranean. “They are trying to
cutthe costs: It costs them more to
keep those peopleherelongerintheir
warehouses, under captivity.”

Libyan authorities intercepted
orrescued 18,400 people between
Augustlastyearand July thisyear —a
-38percentincrease from the same
periodof2016and 2017. Arrivals by
seafrom Libyato Europe plummeted

President Rouhani:

Furtherties withneighbors

Iran'spriority

Promotion of cooperation with theregional
countries and the neighboring states is
amongIran'stop priorities, President Hassan

Rouhanisaid on Sunday:.

PresidentRouhani made the remarks after
acabinetsessioninthe Iranian capital city.

Elaborating on his plans for the current
economic situation in the country, the
presidentsaid the governmentwill follow

82 percent in those comparable
periods, to 30,800 in the more recent
one.

UNHCR says a growing worry these
daysisdeathsonland by peopletrying
to get to Libya in the first place, or
getting stuckin squalid, overcrowded
detention centers: Many getreturned
there after failing to cross by sea to
Europe.

“The problems after disembarkation
(isthat) those people are sent back
to detention centers, and many
disappear,” Cochetel said. “Many are
sold to militias, and to traffickers, and
people employingthem withoutpaying
them.”

He said the drop in departures means
thattraffickers attempt to “monetize
their investment, which means they
have to exploit more people. That
resultsin more cases of slavery, forced
labor, prostitution of those people
— because they (smugglers) wantto
make money on those people.”
Would-be workers and migrants are
still pouring into Libya: Some are
fleeinginjustice, abuse orautocratsin

the guidelines setdrawn up recently by
the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei for the government.

Developmentofprivatization, supportforthe
private sectors and economic enterprises,
reform in banking system, management
ofliquidity and enhancementofrelations
with theregional and neighboring states
areamong top priorities mentionedin the
Leader's guidelines which will be followed
up by the government with all power, the

presidentsaid.

Supreme Leader of the [slamic Revolution

theirhome countries further southin
Africa. Others arelooking for workin
the oilindustry oragriculture.
“Ithinkyouhave more deathsonland,”
Cochetelsaid, referringto treksacross
the desert in Sudan, Algeria, Chad
and Niger. “Many people in Libya are
reportinghaving seeing people deadin
the desertonthe wayto Libya.”

In Libya, instability continues even
seven years after the fall of Moammar
Gadhafi. French medical aid group
Doctors without Borders said Friday
that fighting between rival militias in
Tripoli, the capital, has endangered
thelives of people trapped there and
worsened humanitarian needs —
especiallyatmigrantdetention centers.
Cochetel said Europe — where some
countries have shown “appalling”
squabbles about who would take in
rescue ships carrying migrants —
shouldlookattheroot causesofsuch
journeys. European populations
need to shun anti-migrantrhetoric
and realize that figures are down
sharply, and migrant flows are clearly
manageable atcurrentlevels, he said.

Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, during a
meeting held on August 29 with President
Rouhaniand his cabinetmembers, said that
officialsin charge of the economy sector
mustworkhard, keepingup with the goals of
Economy of Resistance.

'The quality and extent of work by the
officialsin charge of the Economy Sector
mustbe such thattheyworkround the clock.
And the pivotofall the efforts beingmade in
thissectormustbeinline with the policies of
the Economy of Resistance—which entails
empoweringdomesticproduction.’

report

Trumpreallyjustdoesn't knowwhathe's talking about: John Kerry

NEWS

Cutting Palestinian aid budget US

newcrime: Aide

Discontinuing funding for The United Nations Reliefand
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) isaclear
violation oftherights ofthe Palestinian people, the Iranian
secretary general ofthe International Conferencein Support
ofthe Palestinian Intifadasaid.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, said cutting UNRWA funding
by the US demonstrates President Donald Trump's
new crime againstthe oppressed Palestinian people,
strongly condemningthe clearviolation of the rights ofthe
Palestinians.

Amir Abdollahian warned againstthe US support for the
Zionistregime saying the Zionistatrocities willhave bad
consequences forthe human situationand thelivelihood of
5,000,000displaced Palestinian people.

'"The United States should acceptthe consequences of its
inhumaneactionswhichareagainsthumanrights, he said.
The Iranian Parliament speaker's special aide in
international affairs went on saying, 'The United States
cannotviolate therightofthe Palestinianrefugees, whichis
alegitimateright, toreturnto theirhomeland.

'The Palestinian people will keep resisting until their
legitimaterightsare fullyrestored, Amir Abdollahian said.
Washingtonannounced on Fridayitwill cut more than half
ofitsfundingtothe UNRWA.

The US State Departmentsaidin 2018 itwill only deliver 60
milliondollarsoutof 125 milliondollarsaid tothe UNrelief
agency, suspending 65 milliondollars.

Turkey’s President: US Behaving

Like ‘Wild Wolves’ Amid Sanctions

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Sunday
lashed outatthe United States overits sanctions against
Ankara, sayingithasacted like "wild wolves"." America
behaveslike wild wolves.Don'tbelieve them," Erdogan told
abusiness forum duringavisitto Kyrgyzstan, according
to Yahoo News.The Turkish presidentalso told attendees
that Ankarawouldlookintonon-dollarinvestmentsand
transactions when making deals with other countries. The
Turkish economy has suffered in the wake of US sanctions
implementedlastmonth."Usingthe dollar only damagesus.
Wewillnotgive up. Wewillbevictorious," Erdogan stressed.
The Turkishleaderadded thatofficialsare workingona
possible trade deal with Russia, which hasalsobeenthe
targetofUSsanctions.Thetwo NATOallies disagree overa
number ofissues, including their military interventionsin
the Syriawar, Ankara's plan to buy missile defense systems
from Moscow and Washington conviction ofa Turkish state
bankexecutive onsanctions-busting charges.

Pence: Trump Will Be Impeached If

Democrats Take House

Vice President Mike Pence stated that US President
Donald Trump will likely face impeachment if
Democratic Party lawmakers become majority in the
House of Representatives after the upcoming mid-term
congressional elections.

"They'realltalkingaboutitand so,youknow, I take themat
their word, even though some ofthem have decided tonot
talkaboutthatquite somuch," Pence told CBN News.
Despite an apparentreluctance between Democratic
leaders foranimpeachmentbefore the November election,
several Democratshavebeenfilingarticlesofimpeachment.
The possibility ofanimpeachment moved to the center
ofthe midterm debate when Trump’s formerlongtime
attorney Michael Cohenstated in courtthatthen-candidate
Trump had directed him to make illegal hush-money
campaigns to silence two women ahead of the 2016
presidential election.

Former Secretary of State John Kerry
said President Donald Trump's decision-
making is often not based on fact or
advice, and accused the president of
making thingsup.

In an interview with CBS's "Face the
Nation" thataired Sunday, Kerry was
addressing Trump's claim that the Iran
nuclearagreement, which Kerry helped
negotiate, was the "worstever."
"Unfortunately — and I say this sadly —
more oftenthannot, hereallyjustdoesn't
knowwhathe'stalkingabout,” Kerry said.
"Hemakesthingsup.Andhe'smakingthat
up, ashehasotherthings."

Kerrydrew Trump'sire in May afteritwas
reported he had quietly been meeting

with world leaders as an attempt to
save the Iran nuclear deal ahead ofits
renewal deadline. Trump railed against
Kerry on Twitter, saying the former State
Department head "had his chance and
blewit",accusinghim of "hurting" the US.
Host Margaret Brennan asked Kerry if
he wanted "to say something atthe time,
tweetbackathim, at President Trump
whenhe attacks you?"

"lhaven'tyet," Kerrysaid."Ithink America
and ourdemocracy are more thoughtful
thandishonesttweets."

Kerry said Trump's claim that the Iran
deal is weak and harmful to the US is
false and disruptive to the possibilities of
international nuclear policy.

"Justsaying thatdoesn't make it that,"
he said of Trump's condemnation of the
deal. "Thisisthe toughestagreementin
terms ofinspection, accountability —no
country hashad todo whatlIrandidin
order tolive up to this. But to just walk
away?"

Kerry pointed to the fact that China,
France, Germany, and Britain have all
tried to keep the dealin place.

"Only the United States walked away.
Only Donald Trump," Kerry said. "His
defense secretary thoughthe should
keepit, hisintelligence people thoughthe
should keepit. The factis thisagreement
isworking."

He added thathis defense of the policy

Yo
‘ wasn't

ahitat Trump, butwasin
the bestinterestof USinvolvementina
positive policy.
"l was trying to have the policy of the
United States of America, whichis partof
theagreement, to continue,and common
senseto continue," he said.
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Sandstorm Sends Air Quality Indexto 21
Times Limitsin SE Iran

Harsh weather conditions in southeastIran,a }our winds in Zabol on
resultofannual 120-day winds, have caused the
amountofsuspendedsolidsintheairtoexceedthe  yisjpility to below 1,000

maximum permitted levelsbyupto 21 times.

An official from Iran Meteorological Organization A 1gcal health officials said
in the southeastern province of Sistan and = gypday thataround 800 local

Dust particles were driven
by  70-kilometers-an-

Monday morning, reducing

meters.

Balouchestan told Tasnim on Monday thatdust  resjdents have received medical treatment for

5000 Rials

21timeshigherthanthe permittedlevels.

Tuesday,September 4,2018,

No.35

Headlines

Inaddition
todeclaring
commitment,itis
time for Europeans
toact: Zarif

Tehran: Gold Coin,
ForexMarkets
Heating UpAgain
Stroll Through
Isfahan’s Armenian
Julfa

Morningcalltoprayer:
05:17:02
Nooncalltoprayer:
13:02:22
Eveningcalltoprayer:
19:42:22

WEATHER

' High:33°c
 Low:14'c

sunshine

|SFAHAN
NEWS

EDITORIAL

KosarBabaie
Destroying
Cooperationon
Cooperative Day!
Today and in the
future, cooperationare
essential to successin
some matters, suchas
economicand cultural
issues. Today is a
cooperative day. Since
cooperatives have a
significant impact on
the social, cultural,
economicand political
developmentofsociety,
4th of Septemberin the
Islamic calendar called
Cooperative Day. In the
definition, cooperatives
must consider from an
economic perspective
tojustice, Politically to
freedom and from the
cultural point of view
tomoral and religious
valuesandbe the best
possiblelink between
the economy, culture
and politics. But is it
really? And have the
existing cooperativesin
the countrybeenableto
achievethis?...

pollution levelsin the city of Zabol have jumped to

respiratoryand ocular problemsin the wake of the
sandstorm.

Ali Mollashahi also predicted that the heavy  aythoritieshave warned residents to avoid staying
sandstorm would blow over on Monday evening.

outdoors.

Ground Brokenon Isfahan
Chemical Factory

Iranian cinema should be recognized by its
children, youth’s visual arts

Acclaimed women filmmaker Pouran Dera-

» khshandeh said the world of Iranian cinema

should be recognized by its children and

youth’s visual arts.

Inamessageto the 31stedition of International Film
Festival for Children and Youth which is currently
underway in Isfahan, Pouran Derakhshandeh, who
isalso afilm director, producer, screen writer, and
researcher, said holding Youth Film Making Olympiad
of Iran concurrent with the eventis a great planto
lure the talented students who need governmental
supportto flourish. She said the Youth Film Making
Olympiad of Iranis beingheld concurrently with the
festival for the second time which isa greatinitiatives
tofind talented students.Derakhshandeh also stressed
the significance ofhavinga proper plan for holing the
Olympiad properly.

She also expressed hope thatthe children and youth
cinema could be taken seriously.The acclaimed

women filmmaker also highlighted the importance
of establishing several cinema halls, especially for the
childrenandyouth, indifferentcities across the country.
Derakhshandehwas graduated infilm directingin 1975
from Advanced School of Television and Cinema in
Tehran. She started her professional career by making
documentary films for the Kermanshah Television and
subsequently for the Tehran Television.

Interdisciplinary section of children filmfest opens in Isfahan

The interdisciplinary section of the 31stedition of
International Film Festival for Children and Youth has
been openedin central Province of Isfahan attended
by alarge number of experts and specialists from
various fields of humanities and arts.Over 25 experts
are slated toreview the competition sections of festival
from perspective of their fields of study. Improving
the quality of cinematic discourse, adopting an

interdisciplinary vision to cinematic works, analyzing
and reviewing films from the perspective of non-
cinematic majors, exploiting the research results of
otherfields of studies are amongthe approaches of this
section.

Presided by Alireza RezaDad, the festival inaugurated
inIsfahan on August30andisslated tobe wrapped up
onSeptember5.

Cycling with taste of kindness!

Announcing the holding ofa program
entitled "Cycling with the taste of
kindness" in Isfahan, sport and
recreational deputy of Isfahan
municipality said, "In this plan,
unused bicycles will be repaired by
the municipality and distributed in the
deprivedareas."

"Accordingto this program, citizens
who have unused bicycles are asked
todeliver theirbicycles to therelated
municipalities, then the municipality
willrepairand offerthemto the winners
ofthecyclingracesthatare goingtobe
heldinthe deprived areas," Habibollah
Nazeriansaid.

"Itis predicted that this project will
be completed till September, and the
bicycles will be provided for needy
people; we hope thatIsfahani citizens
will contribute in this pious and godly
worklike before," headded. Referring
to another recreational programs,
Nazerian said, "250 programs were
held in the parks of various areas of
Isfahanincluding; stand-up comedy
and games, thatcitizens enjoyed much.”
Announcing the increasing of the
morning bicycle station numbers, he
added, "Fortunately, 20 morningstations
havebeenadded since the beginning of
thisyear,thenumber ofthese stationshas

nm

increasedto 150.""Theapproach ofthe
organizationistohold family-centered
programs,sothatduringtheholymonth
of Ramadan, various programs were
held forteenagersandjuveniles with the
purpose ofbringing families together,"
hecontinued.
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