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Isfahan; capital
of ecotourism
residencesin
Iran

Isfahan hastaken the first
placeinhavingnumerous
ecotourismresidencesin
[ranasithas more than
270 active ecotourism
residences.

“One of the important
events that gained
attention in recent
years, is the balanced
development of creating
ecotourism residences
in differentareas of the
province specially in
countieslike Golpayegan;
as it has sustainable
tourism capacities and
many historical-cultural
monuments,” the head
of Isfahan’s cultural
heritage, handicrafts,and
tourismorganizationsaid.
Saying that most of the
private sector investors
will enter into the field
of creating ecotourism
residences, he said:
“Considering the tourism
capacity of Golpayegan,
tourismdevelopmentand
increasingthe capacity of
ecotourism residences
are the priorities of
Isfahan’s cultural heritage
organization. The cultural
heritage organization
provides special facilities
inthisfield, especially in
ruralareas.”

“One ofthe characteristics
of  Golpayegan s
the historicity and
archeology of petroglyphs
dicovered there, which
are located in Kucheri
and Gharghab area. A
significant number of
Iranian central plateau’s
petroglyphs, which are
among the historical
valuable monuments, are
sparsely distributed in
differentareas. However,
Golpayegan county has
the most distinctive
petroglyphs in terms
of number and variety,”
Allahyarisaid.

Shoja Nezam House in
Golpayegan County, Seifi
house in Saeed Abad
village, Majidi house in
Gharghab village, Sara-
ye Karbalai Fereydun in
Hassan Hafez area are
among Goplayegan’s
ecotourism houses,” he
added.

“By considering the
capacitiesand potentials
of the counties in our
province, especially in
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Isfahan:Cityof Historic
Minarets

o8 ISFAHAN
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The majority of Isfahan’s people
lived under the painful pressure
of so-called rulers. They were
worried about their lives,
relatives,and properties. They
hadtodefend themselvesthrough
various possible methods and
procedures.

Theyhad tolookoutall the time. One of
the defensive possibilities was tolook out
the attacks of enemies. Observation of
hostile mobilities was very vital for them.
Towns were protected by strong high
walls and towers. Construction of very
high minaretshelped themtolook outand
observe hostile mobility. We would like to
introduce yousome ofthese minarets.

i Menar-e Junban

The historicmausoleum called Menar-e
junban (The Shaking Minaret) from the
Mongol period and 6 km to the west of
Esfahan, consists of the tombstone of
Amu Abdullah Karladani (bearing the
date 1316 AD) and two shaking minarets
each soaring high on either side of the
mausoleum Ivan, asthe mainattraction of
the place.Ifyou climb up the very narrow
stairway to the top of one of these minarets
andleanhard againstthe wallit will start
to sway back and forth, and so will its
twin, and the wholeivan, decorated with
polygonal azure tiles. Although by no
means unique in thisrespect, the Shaking
Minarets of Esfahan are probably the most
famous oftheirkind. Thesiteisopenfrom8
AMto5PM.

Oshtorjan Jam’e Mosque and
Minarets
There is a magnificent 14th-century

mosque in Oshtorjan village 30 km to
the southwest of Esfahan, by the same
name, which also has shaking minarets
like the twin shaking minarets (above),
which were certainly built by the same
architect (Fakhrod-Din Oshtorjani).
However, two- thirds of these minarets
have now disappeared on the portal.
Inside the mosque, its mihrab, and
northern Ivan,anumber ofinscriptions
and tablets have been placed, giving
the names of owners, architect, the first
four caliphs, as well as the master tile
workers.

i Sareban Minaret

Sareban (Camel Driver) Minaretrising 54
mabove the ground, and attracting your
attention even 200 meters further on, is
located in the north of Jubareh (Jewish
ghetto) of Esfahan and is one of the most
beautiful Seljuk structures. Aflightof 135
stepsruns through the minaretto the top,
and threeinscription bandsin Kufficand
Thulth calligraphy on an enameled tile
background. Adorn it externally. Built
somewherebetween 1130-1155AD, itis
beautifully decorated with mosaics and
brickworks and the whole town can easily
beseen fromits highestlevels.

i Barsian Minaretand mosque

A Seljuk monument dating back to
1097 AD, the mosque has a 35m high
minaretand abrick copulaof1421AD.
Twelfth- century brickmasonry reaches
its perfection in this building that was
completed during the reign of Sultan
Borkyaregh, the older son of Malak shah,
who had shifted the Iranian capital to
Esfahan.

' SinMinaretand Mosque
Twenty four kmto the north of Esfahan,

itis a Seljuk monument and was built
by Mohammad ibn-e Hossein (1131
AD). Accordingto aninscription frieze.
The minaret ofthe mosque, its exquisite
cupola, stalactite and brick and stucco
decorations, were built by Abughaleb
Yahyathree yearslater,accordingto an
inscription of the same date.

#" AliMinaretand Mosque

The 40-m high minaretand Ali Mosque,
both of Seljuk period (probably of
13th century AD), are located in the
northeastern partofthe town, near Qiam
Square.Itisbuiltentirely ofbrickand bears
fourinscription friezes in Kuffic, one of
whichisinbricktherestinenameled blue
tiles. Themosqueitselfhasbeenrepaired
more than onceduringthe Safavid period
(1522 AD).The portal inscriptionisin
Thulth calligraphy by od- Din Tabrizi
totallyin gold characters. Itsarchitecture,
superb ornamentation, numerousivans,
impressive prayer hall, brick cupolawith
stalactite decorations inside, beautiful
tile works, and versatile styles used in
itsinscriptions, make it one of the most
important and rarest monuments of
Esfahan.

¥ Domenar-e Dar oz-Ziafeh

Domaner-e Dar ox-Ziafeh (literally
meaning the two Minarets ofthe Reception
Hall) are two beautiful minarets of baked
brick decorated with stalactites of colorful
mosaictiles surmounted by a covering
ofturquoise tiles on a checkered brick
background, standing on either side ofa
portal.

Afew words of their half - demolished
inscriptions canstillbe read. Asthe name
indicates The minarets seem to have been
partofamuch grander structure belonging
toacertainrulerofthe 14 the century.

ATRACTIONS

Meydan Mosque: Among
Most Important Historical
Bull(hngs in Kashan

The Meydan Mosque, counting among the most
famous of Kashan’s monuments, was builtin 1461
during thereign ofJahan Shah Qara-Quyunlu. [t was
created to commemorate hisreturn from hajj.

Inits heyday, the mosque was animposing structure
with lofty eivans, an impressive domed sanctuary,
avastcourtyard, prayer halls,and ahowz-khaneh
(abasement chamber) with apool more than 3 m
deep. Mostofthis splendid building was, however,
destroyed and is still in decay despite repeated
repairs. Currently, only the mosque’s impressive
portal hintsatits former grandeur.

Inancienttimes, the mosque Occupied a strategic
positioninthevicinity of one of the city gates, in front
ofthe bazaarand historical Stone Square (Meydan-e
Sang), from which the mosque gained Its name. This
position was the main reason for the remarkable
importance of the buildingasaplace of religious and
social gatherings. Itisno surprise thatitfeaturesa
significantnumber of Farmans (royal orders), carved
bothin plasterandstone.

Aremarkable chronology emerges from study of
these inscriptions, which concern details of public
instructions and social affairs from the 15th to the
18th centuries. These orders belongto the Qara-
Quyunlu, Safavid, and Qajarrulers,and deal with a
widerange of subjectsincluding the sale ofgoodsand
foodstuffatreasonable prices, the welfare of farmers
and theimportance of their work, the eradication of
heresy and cruelty, as well as the prohibition ofillegal
acts,gambling, and the sale of hemp-juice. Carved on
the portal and corridor walls, these sixteen orders
yield historical material outstandingimportance.

WHERETO STAY

Isfahan'Traditional Hotel

Asthename suggests, thishotel offers tourists aninsight
into everyday eliteliving during the Safavid and Qajar eras.
Thehotelishoused intwo adjoining Qajar mansions that
havebeen masterfully restored by skilled craftsmen from
around Isfahan and Yazd and painted in brightbluesand
ochre.ltuses symbolicIranianarchitectural elements
likelowvaulted corridors, two central courtyards,and an
entrance fromabusy market.

Thehotel offersaninternetcafé,asecure parkingarea for
guests,andacab callingservice.
Rooms:Thehotelisrelatively small, with only 16 rooms -
butthismeansthatserviceis much moreattentive,and the
placedoesnotgetverycrowded.

Rooms come in different sizes - 10 Standard Double
Rooms, 5 Regular Suites, and one VIP Suite. Allrooms
are spacious, with individual air conditioning, satellite
television, pay-per-view movies, DVD players,
refrigerators, directlandlines,and electricteamakers. Not
allroomshaveattached baths. Only the Suites do.
Dining:Not surprisingly, the hotel contains arestaurant
thatisreally popularevenwith touristswhoare notstaying
atthehotel.Itservesdelectablelocaland international
dishesand canseatupto 120 guestsatatime.
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Turkey Sees 'No Economic Risk' Amid

RowwithUS

Turkey's Finance Minister Berat Albayrak said his government does
notseeabigrisktothe country's economy and financial system,amid a

diplomaticfall-outwith the United States.

Albayrak's comments, published by Hurriyet newspaper on Wednesday,
cameafter creditratingagency Moody's downgraded 20 Turkish financial

institutions on Tuesday.

"Wedonotseeabigriskabout Turkey's economy and financial system," the
minister was cited as saying when he was asked about the biggestrisk for 2019.
Headded that Turkey's net public debtand household debt werelow and its financial system

strong, Hurriyetreported.

"Our economy has strong fundamentals. The main pointhere is for us to examine what our deficienciesare...
Inthisregard, we will realize the required structural reforms," he stated in the interview.

Pil

was very

Tehran Asks Iraq to Receive
Rial to Issue Visa for Iranian
grims in Anti-Sanction Move

Iranian Ambassadorto Baghdad Iraj Masjedi called on the Iraqi foreign

ministry to replace dollar with Iran's national currency (rial) toissue

visa for the country's pilgrims who are due to visitIraq in Arbaeen
ceremony, one ofthe currency swap moves Iranis makingto counter the US
sanctions.Masjedi'sremarks, made inameeting with Iraqi Foreign Minister
Ibrahim al-Jafariin Baghdad on Wednesday, are inline with Iran's policies to
confrontthe US sanctions after Washington's withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear

deal.

During Arbaeen ceremony the 40th day after the martyrdomanniversary of Imam Hossein (AS), the third
Shiite Imam, is commemorated. Jafari, for his part, praised Iran for remaining beside Iraq in hard times,
speciallyinthe waronthe ISILterrorist group,and underlined Baghdad's preparedness to cooperate and
coordinate efforts with Irantohold Arabaeen ceremony.

Howa Struggling Startup Can Right the Ship

Taking your startup from the brink of failure to
aplace of growth takes planning and help from
others. Learn how to build your business up from
alow point. When your startup struggles, it can be
demoralizing. You turned your greatideainto a
business,and now it's barely staying above water.
You're scrambling daily to pay the bills, and for the
firsttime, your confidence is wavering. It's noteasy
tobeanentrepreneur or small business owner. It
takeshard work, dedication and alittle bit of luck.

o BY BENNETTCONLIN

While youmightfeelyour businessisdown onitsluck,
there'sachanceyou'reneglectingamajorissue-other
thanluck -that's causingyour woes. Whetheryou're
feeling the effects of cash flow problems orlosing
your top employees, there are abundant potential
causesforyourstartup's struggles. Understanding the
problems plaguing your company and fixingthemina
timely manner can be the difference between finding
success and going outofbusiness.

We turned to experts for advice on how to diagnose
the coreissuesand turnyour struggling startupintoa
successful business.

i1, Review customer pain points.
Failing to fill a customer need is one of the biggest
reasons startups fail. Aphenomenal product means
nothingif customersaren't willing to pay for it. The
bestway to figure outifyou'reasolution toacustomer
need isto speak with them. Youwon'thelp your core
customer group by sitting in your office and making
minor producttweaks in hopes ofabreakthrough.
"Step away from your laptop,” said Jemal Swoboda,
CEO of Dabble."So often we think we can sitthereand
solve our problems and work our way out ofa hole by
firing offemails and building tech. Get outfrom behind
your laptop. Go talkto your customers."
ForDabble, an online platform designed to help people
attend and hostlocal classes and events, getting out
and speakingto customers, eventhosts and teachers
proved extremely valuable. Swoboda found that
Dabbleneeded to spend more time cateringto its most
popular teachers and classes to better suit customer
needs.
By speakingtoyour customers, you'll discover exactly
whatthey need from products or services. Then you
should tailorthe productorservice towhatthey want,
notwhatyouimagined asyouroriginalidea. Speaking
to different parties, especially your customers, gives
you a better chance of gaining clients and turning
initial buyersintoloyal consumers.

i 2. Getcreative with cash flow.

Cash flow problems are easy to diagnose. Ifyoudon't
have enough cash on hand to pay for expenses, you
have a cash flow issue. This is a mistake of many
startups, which either don'tunderstand how to budget
properly or grow too quickly for their cash flow needs.
"They simply don't prioritize what truly matters at
each successive phase of the journey - fromideation
through development to launch and scale,” said
Reagan Pollock, an experienced entrepreneur
currently serving as the marketing director for
Creative Balloons Mfg. Inc. "Cash is more than king.
Cashislifetoastartup.”
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With cash flow being one of the most important
considerations for any startup, your business should
lookatall the ways you can cutexpensesandincrease
sources of cash inflow.

"Ifyou are abusiness owner, I would recommend
paying attention to unnecessary expenses
and cutting them when cash flow is a problem,"”
said Deborah Sweeney, CEO of MyCorporation.
"Think subscriptions, coffee for the office - even
extraworkplace perks can be cutback during cash
crunches."

When it comes to increasing cash inflow, you
might have to getalittle more creative. Swoboda,
for example, turned to Uber and Lyft during tough
financial times to generate money for himself, which
allowed any extramoney created by Dabble to stay
within the company. With his business in mind,
Swoboda actually uses those carrides to spread the
word aboutDabble. Whenridersaskhim whathe does
foraliving, he brings up Dabble and comes prepared to
turninterestedridersinto customers.

"['ve gotalittle postcard with a promo code, sol can
track people thatare actually converting from the back
of my car,” Swobodasaid. "Idon'thave an exact count,
butit'sapretty high conversionrate."

Youdon'tneed to drive for Uber and Lyft, but creative
thinkinglike Swoboda's can be the difference between
getting the customers youneed to grow your business
and your startup running outof money.

3. Knowwhen to take abreak.
"Making this company a successis currently my No.
1 priority," said Pete Ghiorse, co-founder and CEO
of GiveTide, abusiness makingiteasierto donate to
charity. "Butl know myselfwell enough to understand
thatsometimesIjustneed to watch amovieinstead of
working."

(@)

You need to take time for yourself. [t might seem
impossible, given the countless tasks on your plate,
buttakinga step back from the daily grind can help
youbetter understand why you started the business
inthefirstplace.
"There are tons of very smart people who work very
long hours who never take a break," Ghiorse said.
"Thatmightwork for them, butI'mnotconvinced that
IQ times hours worked equals success."This doesn't
mean youneed to take a three-month vacation, but
giving yourselftime to unwind can lead to clearer
thoughts and more energy to tackle the challenges
facingyourbusiness.

4, Gethelp from experts.
Ittakes ateam to build a successful startup. Instead of
goingatthingsalone, getadvice fromindustry experts,
consider outsourcing certain tasks, and surround
yourselfwith a qualified staff. These different parties
notonly take some ofthe workload offyourshoulders,
butalso provide a fresh perspective on how to handle
problems and setreasonable goals. Jane Muir, a
business attorney, believes overconfidence is a key
reason why startups begin to struggle. Speaking
with experts and staff members can help you turn
confidenceinto anactionable plan to achieve success.
When it comes to turning around your struggling
startup, there's no immediate fix. [t takes patience
and work, butifyou focus on your customers and
lean on experts, youdon't have to give up on your
entrepreneurial dream. Sometimes, however, the
process reveals that this business venture isn't
going to be the one thatfinds success."Righting the
shipisalsoacknowledging when it's OK to get off
the ship,” Swobodasaid. "To the extent thatyou can,
understanding whenit's time to walk away is pretty
useful.”
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Exports from Isfahan up by %24

Director General of [sfahan Customs
Administration Assadollah Ahmadi
Vanhari said on Wednesday that
exports from the province have
increased by 24 percentin first five
monthsoftheyearincomparisonwith
thesame periodthe previousyear.

Hesaid in the five-month period, 883
items weighing 2.198 million tons
were exported to 93 countries.The
exported goodswere worth 925.341
milliondollars. The figureregistered
a percent rise in weight and a 50
percentincrease invalue compared
to the corresponding period last
year.He said thatthe exported goods
included steel worth 346 million
dollars, petrochemicals worth 176
million dollars, carpets worth 92

million dollars. The mainimporters
ofthe exported goods were Iraq with
233 million dollars or 25 percent,
Afghanistan with 142 milliondollars
or15percent, the United Arab Emirates
with 116 milliondollarsor13percent,
and Pakistan with 83 million dollars
or9percent.Vanharisaid 25,361 tons
of commodities valuedat120.611
million dollars were imported to
Isfahaninthe same period, showing
a35percentdecreaseinweightand
33 percentinvaluein comparison
with the same periodlastyear. The
mostimportantgoodsimportedtothe
province were mechanicalmachinery
with 38 percent, electrical machinery
with 15 percentand auto spare parts
with 6 percent.
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What's News

elran, Chinatrade
reachesalmost$20
b in H1: Chinese

envoy

Chinese ambassadorto
Iran Pang Sen said that
the trading turnover
between Iranand China
has reached 19.66$
billion in the first half
0f2018 which shows
a2.2percentincrease
compared to the same
periodlastyear.

He made the remarks
Wednesday in ‘the
2nd conference on
the prospects of
developing Iran-
Chinarelations’ press
conferencein Tehran.
The envoy went on to
say that China’simport
fromIranhasincreased
by 22.7 percent
reaching 11.26$ billion
while export to Iran
has experienced a
4.8 percentdecrease,
reaching 8.4$billion.
Elsewhere he touched
upon the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), saying
that all remaining
signatory states should
try hard to preserve
the pact. China is
in contact with all
signatory countries
and continues talks to
savetheagreement, he
stressed.

China has clear and
normal cooperation
with Iranin different
economicand trading
domains, PangSensaid,
adding that thislevel
of cooperation should
be preserved since
noritisincontrastto
China’s international
commitmentsand UN
resolutions neither
it harms national
interests of other
countries.

Elsewhere hereferred
to potentials of tourism
industry, saying that
China’s embassy in
Tehran has issued
some 111 visas for
Iranian nationals in
2017 which shows an
8.8 percent increase
compared to the year
before.

The one-day
conference is held
in two specialized
panels oftourismand
trading where experts

discussvariousissues
including banking
relations, joint

industrialinvestments,
attracting tourists,
creating market for
Iranian handicraftsin
Chinaandsoon.
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Only US, Israel possess nuclear
bombs in Middle East: Zarif

Inatweeton Wednesday, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarifhas condemned the United States and Israeliregime
for owning nuclear weapons,adding thatIran has called fora
nuclearweapon freezone since 1970s.

“Asworld marks Int'l Day against Nuclear Tests, let's remember
thatonly nuclearbombsinourregionbelongto Israel and the US,”
Zarifhas posted on his Twitter account.
TheIranian foreign minister has described the Israeliregime asa ‘habitual

aggressor’ while calling the United States ‘the sole user of nukes.’

“Let'salsoremember thatIran hascalled for Nuclear Weapon Free Zone since 1974,” Zarifhas
noted.

Indiato clarifypositionon Iran oil
importsaftermeeting US officials

IndiawillnotcompletelyhaltIranian oilimports and will finalize its

o
strategy onoilimports from Tehranafterameetingwithtop US officials

I S FA H A N nextweek, aseniorIndian governmentofficial was quoted as sayingby
‘ A Reuters.

Reutersreported on Wednesday thatUS Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
and Defense Secretary Jim Mattis will hold high-level talks with India’s
Foreign Minister Sushma Swarajand Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
September 6. “Definitely wearenotgoingtozero” (purchases), the official, whohas
directknowledge ofIndia’s oil purchase policyand did not wish tobeidentified. Whenasked ifmore clarity on
India’sIranian oil purchases would emerge afterthe dialogue, accordingto Reuters, the official said “yes, that
isthehighestlevel of meetingwe willhave with the US.”On May 8, the US President Donald Trump unlawfully
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Larijani
blames US exit
fromJCPOA
forintl
disorder

Majlis Speaker
Ali Larijani late
Thursday lambasted

us withdrawal
from Iran nuclear
deal, saying that the
US move created
international
disorder.
Addressing
a ceremony
celebratingincrease
in output capacity of
Qom West Asia Steel
Production Company
to 40 tons per month,
he added that after
US withdrawal from
theJCPOA, European
states recognized
Iran’srighttodothe
same butthey called
onlrantostayinthe
deal, as they would
provide necessary
economicconditions
for the country.
AlthoughlIrandidnot
acceptEU’sdemands
fully but it did not
reject it either, he
said, noting thatthe
governmentdid not
ruled outthedemand
in order to avoid
economicpressures
onthepublic.
“Although we had
doubt about EU’s
capability in this
respect, we put the
issue on hold for
months to think
about necessary
arrangements,” he
said.

“We aimed to use
Iran’s diplomatic
capacities and
ease conditions for
economicexchanges
fortheindustrialists
and producers,” he
said, notingthatthey
have given promises
toIranin the fields
of banking, oil and
production but it
isnotclear to what
extent they will
remain committed to
theirpledges.
Ofcourse, the chance
for talks with the
Europeans should
be seized, as the
Supreme Leader has
ordered to continue
talks but “we can’t
sitidle and wait for
them.”

Referring to the
problemsinthe way
ofinvestmentin the
country, Larijani said
that cumbersome
regulations such
as issuance of
numerous circulars
shouldbe eliminated.
Healsoappreciated
the Qom governor
general for
commissioning
the biggest
private steel sheet
producingunitinthe
country.

pulled outofIrannucleardealand re-imposed sanctions on the country.

Zarifslams Netanyahu for ‘shameless’
threatof nuclear annihilation’ against Iran

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif

has fired back at “warmonger” Israeli

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

for threatening Iran with “atomic

annihilation” right from the regime’s

secretive atomic weapons facility.

Speakingduringa ceremony atthe Dimonanuclear
arms facility in the Negev desert on Wednesday,
Netanyahu had claimed thatthe occupying entity
facesthreatsfromnearand far.
“Those who threaten towipe us outputthemselves
inasimilardanger,andinany eventwillnotachieve
their goal,” he said. “But our enemies know very
well what Israel is capable of doing. They are
familiar with our policy. Whoever triestohurtus-
wehurtthem,” said Netanyahu.

Hourslater, Zariftook to Twitter torespond to the
hawkish Israeli premier’s highly aggressive threat,
which came onthe same day thatthe world nations
were observing the International Day against
Nuclear Tests.

“Iran, a country without nuclear weapons, is
threatened with atomic annihilation by a
warmonger standing nextto an actual nuclear
weapons factory,” tweeted the top Iranian

People should witness the
decisive action of thejudiciary

inthe shortestpossible time

Hujjatal-Islam Azadikhah considered the
satisfaction of the people asdue to the handling
of economic cases by the judiciary and
emphasized, “The people must witness and
observethewiseandjustactionofthejudiciary

Top Diplomat: Russian President to Decide on'Tit-for-Tat Measures
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diplomat, describing Netanyahu'’s statements as
“beyond shameless.”

Iran, a country without nuclear weapons,
is threatened with atomic annihilation by a
warmonger standing nextto anactual nuclear
weapons factory. Beyond shamelessin the gall. pic.
twitter.com/MBoFac8Bvv

— Javad Zarif (@] Zarif) August 2018,29
[sraelisthe only possessorofnuclear weaponsin
the Middle East, butits policyis to neither confirm
nor deny thatithasatomicbombs. The Tel Aviv
regime is estimated to have 200 to 400 nuclear
warheadsinitsarsenal.

Unlike Iran, the regime hasrefused tojoin the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) -- whose
aimistopreventthe spread of nucleararmsand
weapons technology - indefiance ofinternational
pressure.

Marking the International Day against Nuclear
Tests, Foreign Minister Zarifhad earlier in the
day slammed the Israeli regime and its stalwart
supporter, the US, asthe sole possessor of nuclear
bombsintheregionand the “sole user” ofatomic
weaponsintheworld, respectively.
“Let’salsoremember that Iran has called for
Nuclear Weapon Free Zone since 1974,” Zarif said
inatweet.

AsworldmarksInt'l DayagainstNuclear Tests, let's
remember thatonly nuclearbombsin ourregion

inacertainamountoftime.”

In an exclusive interview with Rasa News
Agency, Hujjatal-Islam Ahad Azadikhah, the
spokesman for the Cultural Commission of the
Islamic Consultative Assembly, said thatdealing
with thoseinvolved in economic corruptionin
adecisive and quickmanneris one of the best
ways toimprove the level of satisfaction of the
people withregard to Iran’s Islamic system of
governmentand Islamic Revolution,and said,

belongto [srael and the US; the former a habitual
aggressor & thelatter the sole user of nukes. Let's
alsoremember thatIran has called for Nuclear
Weapon FreeZone since 1974.

— Javad Zarif (@] Zarif) August 2018,29
Elsewhere in his comments, Netanyahu said the
Israeli military will continue to target Iranian
military advisers, who have been assisting the
Syrianarmyintheirbattlesagainstforeign-backed
terrorists.

Thelsraelimilitary, Netanyahu said, "will continue
acting with full determination and with fullmight
against” whathe called Iran’s attempts “to station
forcesand advanced weaponssystemsin Syria.”
Iranhasnotroopsonthe groundin Syriaandits
anti-terroradvisory mission - like thatofitsally
Russia-comesattherequestofthe Damascus
government.

Worried over Syria’s gainsagainstterrorists, Israel
frequently attacks military targetsinside Syriain
anattemptto prop up terrorist groups thathave
beensuffering defeats onthebattlefield.
Theregime has also been providingweapons
toanti-Damascus militants as well as medical
treatmentto Takfiri elementswoundedin Syria.
OnApril9,anIsraeliairstrike against the T4-
airbasein Syria’s Homs Provincekilled more than
adozen people, includingseven Iranian military
advisers.

“Today, allthe movesand directionsmadeinthe
countryare towards growthand excellence.”

The Iranian cleric and politician added,
“Therefore, the forces of the branches of
governmentand other organizations mustwork
to protecttheideals of the Islamic Revolution
and all praisebe to God, thisimportantworkis
beingimplemented and the executive branch of
thegovernmentisadvancingwithrevolutionary
thinking.”

in Responseto US Sanctions

Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov
told Rossiyal-'s 60 Minutes show on
MondaythatRussian PresidentVladimir
Putin will make a decision on new

sanctionsagainstthe United States.

Imposing retaliatory sanctions "is a
prerogative of the Russian president,
Ryabkov said, added that Putin "is
considering various options and will
make a decision in due time".When
speaking about the Russian Foreign
Ministry’srole, the diplomatpointed out
that"ourroleasanagencyistoreportto

him [Putin],alongside otheragencies

’

abouttherecentdevelopments,also
providinganalysis, forecastsand some

ideas", noting that "but it is he who
makes decisions".The United States’
sanctions on Russia over Moscow’s
alleged involvementinthe poisoning
of former Russian intelligence officer
Sergei Skripaland his daughter Yuliain
the British city of Salisbury came into
effecton Monday. The US Department of
StatearguesthatRussiaisinbreachofthe
1991 Chemical and Biological Weapons
Controland Warfare Elimination Act.
Thenewrestrictionsincludeatotal ban
onthesupply of electronicdevices and
otherdual-use productsto Russia.The
Russian Embassyin Washingtonhasalso
stated that Washington’snew sanctions
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“Enemies must know Persian Gulfis

notasuitable place fortheir conflicts”
Chief of General Staff of [ranian Armed Forces Major General
Mohammad Hossein Bagherihas called the Persian Gulfa ‘home’
for Iranians, expressing the preparedness of Iranian armed
forcestorepel anyattacks.

“Thanksto the presence ofthe Navy of Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGCNavy), the enemies getnervous before they enter
the Straitof Hormuz. They have acted inaccordance with the
internationallastsincelastyear, otherwise they would have
facedthe IRGCNavy forces,” Major General Mohammad Hossein
Bagherisaidinthe 21stNational Gatheringof Commanders,and
Directors of IRGC Navy in the northwestern city of Mashhad.
Saying thatthe Persian Gulfis our home and our homeland’
and the enemies are 'unwanted guests' there,headded that
thearmed forces ofthe Islamic Republicare ready to fight the
enemies.“Enemies should know that the Persian Gulfisnota
suitable place forwarand conflict. Wheneveranignorantguyin
the United States gives the orderto startawar, as the [military|
expertshavealsosaid theyare notcapable of confronting the
IslamicRepublicofIran,” Bagheriasserted.

Iraqi FM stresses strengthening of

relations with Iran

Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahimal-Jafaristressed his country's
determinationto strengthenrelations with the Islamic Republic
of Iran.Inameeting on Wednesday with Iraj Masjedi, Iran's
ambassadorin Baghdad, Al-Jafari called for further expansion
ofrelationsbetween the twoneighboring countries.
TheIraqiforeign minister stated during the meeting thatthe
IslamicRepublicofIran's cooperation with Iraq during difficult
conditions caused by the fightagainstterrorism, including SIS,
isunforgettable, which hasled to the expansion of relations
between the two neighboring countries.Al-Jafari, referring to
his official invitation to Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad ZariftovisitIraq, expressed hope that the visitwould help
further develop relations between the two countries.Iran's
ambassador forhis partpointed to the deep historical, political,
and economictiesbetween the twoneighboring countries,and
thanked theIragigovernmentandthe people for their success
inorganizingthe Arbaeenritualslastyear.

Iranattorneys: US has nojustification

forits sanctions

Onthethird day ofthe courthearingforIran's complaintabout
USsanctionsinInternational Courtof]Justiceinthe Hague, the
Iranianlawyersinsisted Washington hasnojustifications forits
claims.Atthethird oralhearing, Professor Allen Pall,a French
lawyer ofthe Iranian delegation emphasized the destructive
intentions of the US statesmen against the Iranian economy
and peopleand explained thelegalbasesofIran's complaintand
therefusal ofthe USdelegationto cite the 1955 Treaty of Amity.
Rejecting the USjustifications for anti-Iranian sanctions
asunacceptable citing some of the provisions of the treaty
and similarrecordsin other countries, he emphasized that,
because ofthe dispute between the parties through unresolved
diplomacy, the complainthasbeenreferred tothe International
CourtofJustice.He said the USjustification for imposing
sanctionsunder pretextof protectingits national security has
nolegalbasis, referring to past conflicts and stressed that the
military and paramilitary forces were the only source of threat
tonational security.

Hesaid thatthe case doesnotjustify the resumption of sanctions
toprotectUSnational security.Iran'slawyer, referringto former
US president Barak Obamawho said the [ran Deal wasin the
interestof USnational security,reminded the IAEAreportsthat
verified Iran's commitmenttoits obligations 12 times.

againstMoscow bringthe US closer to
thepointofnoreturninresolvingcurrent
internationalissueswith Russia. Besides,
suchmeasuresare fruitless and futile,
accordingto TASS."Washingtonissued
anothersetofillegitimate one-sided
sanctionsagainstRussia.Itfeelslikelocal
politicians have an unhealthy craving
for demolishingthe fundamental basis
ofbilateral relations,on whichreststhe
global security. Decisionsare made with
zeroattemptstolookinto things, while
ignoringour calls fordialogue,inabsence
ofanyreal proofof'Russia’s guilt'. The
US mainstream media spreads absurd
accusationsagainst our country,” the

——_embassy

stated."Political elites seem to
ignorethe factthateverynew "seizure"
of American sanctions "fever" brings
the USclose tothe pointofnoreturnin
resolving pressinginternational issues
-jointfightagainstterrorismand danger
of WMD falling into the hands of non-
governmental entities," the message
continued.




Children filmfesthighly welcomed bypeople

The secretary of 31st International Film Festival for
Childrenand Youth said the event’smain concentration

istolurealargenumberofaudiences.

Speakingin apress conference attended by several
officials in Isfahan, Alireza Rezadad said, most of
children’s movies enjoy fascinating feature theme,
underlyingthatthe festivalis seekingto make the youth
familiar with the international cinema. Commentingon

5000Rials

cooperation of this prestigious global gathering with
United Nation Children’sFund (UNICEF), Rezadadadded
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thisinternational organizationis providingeducational
programs for festival. He said forinstance UNICEF will

financially supportpartofthe
expenses for the applicants
andacceptednomineesatthe
second Youth Filmmaking
OlympiadinIran,addingthat
themoveispartofcooperation
between the Ministry of Culture
andIslamicGuidanceand UNICEEHe

underlined thatthis festivalis highly welcomed among
the domesticand international film makers. Rezadad
said five workshopswould be held in the international
sections of the festival which would mainly focus on
safeguardingchildren psychological security.

Exports from Isfahanup by

Najvan women garden hosted disabled and

specific patients every Tuesday

Najvan women garden hosts disabled and

=D 2

thevarious recreational and cultural programs.
Announcingtheholding of family sand festival and sand
play therapy in this center, Parisa Shaterisaid, "Family
sand festival has been held since 2 month ago, every
Thursday and Friday in Najvan women garden, also the
women sand play therapyis held during the weekdays,
thatincludes 30 minuteslimbering and stretchingin
the sand, 45 minutes meditation and sunbathing. Also,
children can enjoy the sand land of the Najvan women
garden."

"The festival of nativeandlocal gameswillalsobeheld as
afamily celebration from Eid-e Ghorbantill Eid-e Ghadir,
in Najvanwomen garden from 4.30 p.mto 7 p.m," she
continued. Pointing to the holding of 7 family festivals
with the participation of the 14th municipal districtin
thedeprived areas," the director of Najvanwomen garden
said, "2 walking programs,and 2 mountain trip programs

specific patients every Tuesday, with aspecial

emphasis on disabled people's contribution to

especially forwomenwill be held every month by Najvan
women garden.”

"Women morning workout program hasbeen held since
thebeginning of summerin Najvan women garden from
8a.m.ofodd days; interested girls and women can bike
inthis centerand alsobe trained to cycle,” Shateri said.
"Thisyear, 210 recreational programs will be held under
the title of "Soot-e Shadi" program. This program will
continue to hold in all areas of Isfahan, up to one week
before the month of Muharram,” she noted.

Najvan trees indanger

"According to adverse effects of Zayande-Rood
River being dried up and the bad situations of
water wells, difficult conditions have emerged
regarding the preservation of the Najvan greenness,” Director

of Najvan Development Plansaid.

"Najvanwoodland hasbeenapartofthehistory of Isfahan
since manyyearsago, sourban managementhastried to
preserve the greenness and identity of Najvan,” Hassan
Shafiee said. Announcingthathalfofthe wells that provide
therequired water for the green space of Najvan being dried
up, he said, "Water resources of the available wells have
beenminimized,and theincreased waterhardnesshasalso
caused theearly fall for the treesandleavesastheybecome

wilted."

Sayingthatsome parts of Najvanis beingirrigated with
traditional methods and by using tankers, Shafiee noted,
"Isfahan municipality has put the managementofthe
available waterresources on the agenda to preserve this
pristinearea.Currently, tworeservoirs of Najvan have been
constructed and the construction operations ofthe nexttwo
reservoirs, considered as the water collector, isin progress."
pointing out thatinalong-term plan, constructing the
treatmentplantin ordertousewastewatertoirrigate Najvan
greenspacehasputontheagenda, healsosaid, "Currently,
wearetryingto preserve the existing situation of Isfahan
respiratory systemwithoutusingthe wastewater."

UNICEF financially supports Iran's Youth Filmmaking Olympiad

The United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) will financially support part
ofthe expenses for the applicants and
acceptednomineesatthe second Youth
FilmmakingOlympiadinIran.Themoveis
partofcooperationbetween the Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance and
UNICEF. In cooperation with Iran Youth
Cinema Society and Farabi Cinematic
Foundation, the second edition of Iran

Youth Filmmaking Olympiad willbe held
asapartofthe 31stInternational Film
Festival for Childrenand Youthin central
provinceofIsfahan.

In the meantime, Iran Youth Cinema
Centerisalsoseekingto pave the way for
presence and cooperation of UNICEF in
the Youth Filmmaking OlympiadinIran.
The Olympiad comprises two sections
of “film” and “script”. The movies, with

optional subjects, mustlast for three
minutesandthissectionincludeschildren
andyouthaged between9and 16.The
31stedition of International Film Festival
for Childrenand Youthisslated for August
-30 September 5 in Isfahan Province.
Presided by Alireza Reza Dad, the 31st
edition of International Film Festival for
Childrenand Youth s slated for August
-30September 5inIsfahan Province.
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