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China Bans Shrimp
Imports from Saudi,
Replaces Iran

China has temporarily banned imports of
shrimp from Saudi Arabia overaviral infection,
areportsaid.

The ban has been followed by 40 shrimp
exporters from Iran being granted market
access.

Chinaimported 23,048 metric tons of shrimp
from Saudi Arabiain the firstsixmonths of this
year,accordingto Chinese customs.
Thetemporarybanwasannounced on Aug. 2 by
China’s General Administration of Customsand
appliesto Saudi Arabia’s National Aquaculture
Group (NAQUA), according to Chinese media.
NAQUA -- Saudi Arabia'slargestaquaculture
company -- was previously the only Saudi firm
permitted to exportto China.

No end date was given for the ban.

An executive with NAQUA did notrespond to
immediate requests for comment.

Chinese industry publication Foodspath
said Chinese customs detected white spot
syndrome virus (WSSV) in a shipment of
shrimp. Citingan industry source, itreported
Chinese customs implemented the ban “to
preventthe disease from entering China”.
However, the possibility of WSSV being
detected in Saudi shrimp was dismissed as
“nonsense” by an executive withalarge Asian
shrimp company, who told Undercurrent
News Saudi shrimp would not have carried
WSSV.Furthermore, WSSV isalready present
atChinese shrimp farms, accordingto China's
own governmentaquaculture agencies.The
temporaryban was shortly followed by market
access being granted to the clutch of [ranian
shrimp exporters.

Iran exports some 30,000 tons of shrimp
annually with Chinaitslargest market.
Among exporters granted permission
to sell fisheries products to the country is
shrimp processor Daryazad Seafood
Products. Accordingtoits website, the firmis
headquartered in Bushehr province, a coastal
region on the Persian Gulf,and produces raw
processed and value-added shrimp products.
Iranian veterinary authorities said China
approved the exporters after they met Chinese
laws, regulations and standards. The updated
Chineselistincluding the firms was published
onAug. 14.

In 2018, Chinaimported no shrimp directly
fromIran, official figures show.

Iran's exporters haverelied on sending shrimp
to China through Vietnam in the absence of
official exportapproval.

Iran's Tax-to-GDP Ratio
Rises 20%

Theincreaseintaxrevenues followsadecline
inthe share of petrodollarsin the government
budgetT he tax-to-GDP ratio rose from 5%
in2013-14to 6% in 2018-19, indicatinga
20% growth, accordingtoareportreleased
by the Plan and Budget Organization.The
announcementwas made on the occasion of
"Government Week" inIran (from August 24 to
30).President Hassan Rouhani first took office
in2013 and wasreelected for asecond four-
yeartermin thefiscal 2017-18. Thereportalso
shows the share oftaxrevenuesin the general
budgetincreased from 33% inthe fiscal 2013-
14to36% inthefiscal2018-19, indicatinga
9.1% growth, IRNAreported.
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Iran Euro4-petrol outputat /6 ml/din
March2019: Oil min.

Iranian Minister of Petroleum Bijan
Zangeneh said the country was currently
producing 76 million liters per day of
Euro4- petrol from almostzerobackin
2012.

JM/Q;

Speaking in

ISFAHAN B televised
interview on

N E W 'S [,
LIV E evening, the
BN official  said
Iran was currently

withdrawing more oil
and gas from South Pars
and South Azadeganthan
Iraqand Qatar.

“We have planned to
determine the fate of
all the joint fields by
the end of the Rouhani
Administration,” he said,
asquoted by SHANA.
Zangeneh said Iran was
currently operating 25
conventional phases of
the massive South Pars
gasfield. “Once current
development projects
become operational in
South Pars, Iran’s gas
production from the
field would reach 800
mcm/d.”He said thatthe
country’s daily petrol
production capacity
stoodat115millionliters
whichwas11ml/dabove
Iran’s daily demand for
the item. “The excess
outputwillbe earmarked
forexport.”

The official added that
Iran was the largest
producer of petrol
among fellow members
of the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), even
though it was the third
largestproducer of crude
oilinthe group.

He further said that 95
percent of the Iranian
population had access
to the national gas
distribution network.
“TheUS doesnotallow
Iran procurement of
certain equipment for
the betterment of the
environmentwhichisa
crime; however, we will
supply them anyway.”

By the next two years,
therewillbeno gasflares
inthe country.

The official said Iran
eyed a petrochemical

production capacity of
100 million tons per year
by 2021 from 56 mt/y
backin2013.

He further said that
the value of produced
petrochemicals would
reach 36 billion dollars
per annum by 2021
which would be dubbed
asthesecondleapinthe
petrochemical sector.
Zangeneh said that the
country was preparing
for the third leap in the
petrochemical industry
whose output would
reach 150 million tons
peryear.

“Currently, thereisa $6b
market for feedstock by
petrochemicalindustries
whichisunparalleled in
the country’sindustrial
sector,” he said.

He refrained from
disclosing any figures

concerningthe country’s
crude oiland petroleum
products’ exports.

He said there was
currently asupply glut
in the global oil market
which was caused by the
USshaleboomwhichwas
unexpected.

Hesaid duringthelatest
OPEC meeting, the
charter of cooperation
between OPEC and
OPEC+ wasendorsedin
which all the demands of
[ran were met.
Zangeneh also touched
on Siraf Refining Park
which required Rls.
230,000 billion which
would be supplied by the
exchange market and
securities.

Siraf refineries would
require $3 to $4 billion
dollars in investment,
hesaid.

Iranbiggestgasoline
producer among
OPECmembers:
NIOPDC chief

Chief of the National Iranian Oil
Product Distribution Company
(NIOPDC) announced thatproducing
115 million liters of gasoline, Iran
is now the major producer of the
productamong OPEC members and
alsoregional countries.

Iran’ average daily gasoline output
level stood at 108 million liters since
March 21,2019, Alireza Sadeghabadi,
whoisalso deputy oil minister, said.
In third Iranian month, Khordad,
(May 22 toJune 21) productionlevel
increased up to 110 million per day,
hesaid.
Whileinthe nexttwo months, Tir (June
22-]July 22) and Mordad (July 23-
August22) daily productionlevel grew
to 111 millionand 112 million liters
consecutively, the officialadded.

“Iran’s gas productionlevel presently
standsat 125 million liter per day,”
accordingto him.
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Deputy head of Department
of Environment Ahmad Reza
Lahijanzadeh and the managing
director of Japanese Ministry of
the Environment on Wednesday
called for expansion mutual
cooperation mainly in water
zones.Lahijanzadeh expressed
readiness  to
cooperation with Japanese
government in exchanging
environmental knowledge,
modern technologies and
settingup training courses.

Meanwhile, the Japanese official
reminded friendly and historic

establish

Iran,Japan call for environmental
cooperation

ties between two countries
and highlighted the two sides
capacitiesboth in environment
and sea.He also presented a
reporton preserving natural
and water systems and also
practice of renewing and
restoring degraded, damaged,
or destroyed ecosystems and
habitats in the environment by
active humanintervention and
action.

Japanisready to implement
research projects in Iran
especially in water zones and
high-depth sea, henoted.
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What's News

Iran, Syria
resolved toboost

trade exchanges
Syrian Minister
of Economy
Mohammad Samer
Khalil and Iran's
Minister of Roadsand
Urban Development
Mohammad Eslami
stressed the need
for promotingtrade
exchanges between
the two countries.
According to SANA,
Samer Khalil
underlined the
need for setting a
long-term strategic
agreement to
increase the
volume of trade
exchanges which has
witnessed atangible
development since
2015.He hoped that
[ranian companies
will implement
successful projects
in the country's
reconstruction
and set up joint
companies with the
Syrian counterparts.
Eslami, for his
part, hailed the
first  conference
of Syrian-Iranian
Joint Chamber
of Commerce,
sayingthatitisvery
important to hold
such  conference
and participate
in Damascus
International Fair
to introduce the
availableinvestment
opportunities to the
Iranianside, develop
relationsandincrease
investmentaswell as
facilitatinga sharein
the reconstruction
process.lranian
government is
interested to see the
country's companies
to put Syrian
reconstruction high
on their agenda, he
said.Participantsin
the first conference
of Syrian-Iranian
Joint Chamber of
Commercealso called
for working toraise
thelevel ofeconomic
ties between Syria
and Iran to highest
levelsand to offerall
facilities to establish
joint investment
projects in the two
countries.

GOLD PRICE PER OUNCE
1,527.5$
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South
Korea
Supreme
Court
Orders
Retrial
for Ex-
President
Park

South Korea's
top court on
Thursday setaside
former president
Park Geun-hye's
convictions in the
sprawling scandal
thatsaw herousted
from power and
ordered the case to
beheard again.
Park was convicted
in Aprillastyear on
bribery and abuse
of power charges
and sentenced to 24
years, later extended
foranadditional 12
months.

But the Supreme
Court ruled that
separate verdicts
should have been
reached on the
bribery counts.
"We send the case
back to the Seoul
High Court," said
chief justice Kim
Myeong-su, AFP
reported.

Park's first trial
lasted 10 months
and highlighted
shadylinks between
big business and
politics in South
Korea, with Parkand
her close friend Choi
Soon-sil accused
of taking bribes
from corporate
bigwigsin exchange
for preferential
treatment.

Park, now 67,
boycotted most of
the proceedingsin
protestatbeingheld
in custody.
Ultimately she was
convicted in April
2018 of receiving
ordemanding more
than $20 million
from conglomerates,
sharing secret
state documents,
"blacklisting”
artists critical of
her policies, and
firing officials who
resisted herabuses
of power.

South Korean
media warned that
Thursday's ruling
mightnotwork out
inherfavor,asifshe
is convicted again
in two separate
verdicts she could
face a longer total
sentencein total.

Iran to take 3rd step in cuts to
commitments ifno results reached

intalks

Chiefof Staff of Iranian President Mahmoud Vaezi said on
Wednesday thatin case of no positive results in talks with
E3, Iran will take the third step in scaling down its JCPOA
commitments.

Making the remarks on the sidelines ofa Cabinet meeting, he
said that for the sake of Iranians’ welfare, foreign relations
mustbe able toprovide the requirements of the country.
“Therefore, we held some talks and meetings with France

during the pastrecent weeks and also made some plans to
preserve [ran’srightsunder the JCPOA,” he said.
Vaeziunderlined thatthe cruel sanctions against Iran must
beremoved saying “one of the goals of Iranian FM in hisrecent
visits to European and Asian countries has been the removal
ofUSsanctions.”

He added that the US must firstreturn to JCPOA and the
negotiating table to let Iranians enjoy all the advantage of
the endorsed nuclear deal, beforeitcan enteranotherround
oftalks.The Iranian official noted that the Americans seem
perplexed abouttheir policies towards Iran.

Inearly May, Iranian President Hassan Rouhanideclared Iran’s
reciprocal action to US over the breach of JCPOA by scaling

down commitments envisaged
inthenucleardeal.

The presid
"it does n

Iranisleaving the nuclear

agreement.”

Noting that the pact is

“beneficial to the region and
the world and detrimental to
the enemies of Iran,” Rouhani said

ent noted that
ot mean that

Iran has always been and will remain

committed
deal.

Iran to Release List of People Subjectto
Sanctionon FDD

Iran’s Foreign Ministryis goingtorelease the firstlist

ofindividualssubjecttosanctions fortheirconnection

withthe Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD),

an Americaninstitutionrecently blacklisted by Tehran.

Spokesman

NEWS

Democracies.

Thelistof persons subjectto the
sanctions will be submitted to the
IranianJudiciary, hesaid.

“From the viewpoint of Iran, this
foundation (FDD) isby no means
deemedtobeathinktank, ratheran
organization thatis designingand
encouraging ‘economicterrorism’
and the US government’s hostile
measures againstpeople of [ranin
adailymannerunder the guise ofa

Inastatementon Thursday,
Iranian Foreign Ministry

Mousavi said the ministry
will soonrelease the first
listofpersons who would
_HEEEM  beblacklisted because of
cooperation with the so-

called Foundation for Defense of

Abbas

thinktank,’the spokespersonstated.
Denouncingthe FDDas Washington's
hand in masterminding and
implementing the bulk ofhostile
plots against the Iranian nation,
Mousavisaid, “The firstlist of the
blacklisted personsincludespeople
from different nationalities who
playakeyroleinthe foundation’s
measuresagainstthe peopleoflran.”
OnAugust24,the Foreign Ministry
blacklisted the FDD and its CEO
Mark Dubowitz under the "Law
on Countering the Violation of
Human Rights and Adventurous

toitsresponsibilities to the nuclear

and TerroristActivities ofthe United
Statesinthe Region" passedin2017.
The ministry has imposed the
sanction onthe FDD for conscious
and intentional involvement in
designing, imposingandintensifying
theimpacts ofeconomicterrorism
against Iran, and for trying to
harmthe Iranian people’s security
and vital interests through
measures such as fabricating
and spreadinglies, encouraging,

providing consultations,
lobbying, and launching a smear
campaign.

Hong Kong Police
Ban Mass Protestover
Safety Fears

Hong Kong police have banned a mass
pro-democracy rally from going ahead
on Saturday over publicsafety concerns,
organizerssaid, afterlastweekend saw some
of the worst violence in three months of
politicalunrestinthe financialhub.Inaletter
to the Civil Human Rights Front (CHRF)
on Thursday, police said they feared some
participants would commit “violentand
destructive acts”.Protestershavenotonly
carried out “arson and large scale road
blockadesbutalsoused petrolbombs, steel
balls, bricks,longspears, metal poles,aswell

asvarious self-made weapons to destroy
publicproperty onalarge scale, damage
social orderand cause injury to others,"the
letter said of previous protests, AFPreported.
Therare move comes after officers deployed
water cannonand firedawarning gunshotto
fend offradical protesters on Sunday night,
afterasanctionedrallyturned ugly.Saturday’s
rally was setto mark five years since Beijing
rejected political reforms in Hong Kong,a
decisionwhich sparked the 79-day Umbrella
Movement.The CHRF, responsible for the
largestrallies the city hasseenin decades,
said they would appeal thedecision.“You can
seethepolice’scourseofactionisintensifying,
andyoucansee (HongKongleader) Carrie
LamhasinfactnointentiontoletHongKong

returntopeace, butistryingtoincitetheanger
ofmorecitizensthroughtoughmeasures,“the
group’sleader Jimmy Shamtold reporters.
Supportershad beenurgedto gatherinthe
city centre and later march to the Liaison
Office, the department that represents
China’s central governmentin Hong Kong,
butbothaspects,whichneed permissionfrom
authorities,havebeenbanned.Thelastevent
organized by the CHRF on August 17 brought
hundredsofthousandsofpeopletothestreets
inadeliberate show of peaceful protest that
sawdemonstratorsdisperse withoutclashes.
Onthatoccasion, theinitialrallyinaHong
Kong parkwasapproved by authorities but
protesterslater defiedabantomarchthrough
thecity.

US Should Return to
JCPOA IfIt Wants
Talks: Iran’s FM

Iran’s foreign minister said on Thursday
that Washington should honor its
obligationsunderthe 2015 nuclear deal
between Tehran and world powersifit
wantstomeetfortalks.

“The United States is engaged in an
economicwaragainstthe Iranian people
anditwon’tbe possible for usto engage
with the United States unless they stop
imposing (the) war and engaging in
economicterrorismagainstthe Iranian
people,” Zarif told reporters in Kuala
Lumpur after addressing a forum on

security in the Islamic world, Reuters
reported.
“Soiftheywanttocomebackintotheroom,
thereisaticketthattheyneedtopurchase
andthatticketistoobservetheagreement,’
hesaid, referringtothe 2015nucleardeal.
Zarifsaid Irandoesnotwanttomeetforthe
sakeofmeeting.“Weneedtomeetifthereis
aresult,”hesaid.

USPresidentDonald Trump said thisweek
hewould meetIranian President Hassan
Rouhaniundertheright circumstances
to end the confrontation overthe 2015
nucleardeal and thattalkswereunderway
toseehow countriescould opencreditlines
tokeepIran’seconomyafloat.
Rouhanihassaid Iranwouldnottalktothe

United Statesuntilallsanctions werelifted.
Zarif paid a visitto the Group of Seven
summitin France onthe weekend, holding
talks onthesidelines ofthe meeting with
Frenchofficials.

eisscheduled to meet Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad later on
Thursday.

NEWS

Specterof Waron Iran

Shattered after Downing of
US Drone: General

Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards
CorpsAerospace Force Brigadier General Amir
AliHajizadeh said the phony specter of military
action on Iran was removed after the IRGC
forcesbroughtdownaUS spy drone thathad
violated Iranianairspace.

Addressing amilitary gatheringin Tehran on
Thursday, General Hajizadeh said the enemies
had launched an extensive propaganda
campaign to threaten Iran with a war, in a
way thateven the intelligence services of the
friendly countries were warning Tehran about
aloomingmilitaryaction.

The Islamic Republic was mindful that it
was atrickto force Tehran to the negotiating
table, he said, adding that the specter of war
was removed when the IRGC shot down the
American RQ-4 Global Hawk.

“We were confident thatif they (enemies)
had made the first mistake, we would have
attacked their bases and stations around us,”
the commanderadded.

In comments on Wednesday, Chief of Staff
ofthe Iranian Armed Forces Major General
Mohammad Hossein Baqeri said Iran’s
deterrence power hasreached such ahighlevel
thatthe USrefrained from takingany action
after Iranshotdown the spy drone.

OnJune 20, the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) shotdown a USspydrone thathad
violated the Iranian territorial airspace near
the Kooh-e-Mobarakregioninthe southern
province of Hormozgan.The intruding drone
was shotby Iran’s homegrown air defense
missile system “Khordad-3rd”.

Australian PM Dismisses
Claims Writer Arrested in
China Spied for Canberra

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison has
rejected allegations that Australian-Chinese
writer and academic Yang Hengjun, charged
with espionage by China, had acted as a spy for
Australia."We’ll stand up for our citizen and
we'll expecthim to be treated appropriately
and hishumanrightstoberespected. There's
their own justice process thatthey'll follow
in China and that's appropriate. But these
suggestionsthathe'sacted asaspy for Australia
are absolutely untrue and we'll be protecting
and seekingto supportour citizen, as we have
beendoing now for some period of time. We
make no apologies for standing up for one of
ourcitizens," Morrison said in an interview
with the Nine News broadcaster, as quoted by
the Australian government.When asked ifhe
was concerned aboutthe factthat Yanghad no
accessto hislawyers or familyin detention in
China, the prime minister said these concerns
had already been voiced several times by the
Australian Foreign Ministry, Sputnik reported.

US once again resorts to
sanctioning policy despite
futility of previous sanctions

The Trump administration hasimposed new sanctions
against ‘networks’ allegedly helping Iran skirt
sanctions.

Inanother desperate move in continuation of the
so-called ‘maximum pressure’ campaign and only
afew days after calls for ameeting with the Iranian
president, Donald Trump administration announced
on Wednesday the imposition of economic penalties
against two 'networks' allegedly linked to Iran for
helpingitevade the American sanctionsregime and
boostthe country's missile program.

The US Treasury indicated that the new sanctions
areaimed atfreezing the designated companies'and
persons' assetson US territory and in the possession
of US citizens, as well as the imposition ofaban on
operations with these entities, according to Russian
Sputnik news agency.

Washington hasbeen imposing sanctions against
Iransinceitillegally withdrew from the Iran nuclear
deal (JCPOA) in May 2018 inabid to persuade Iranto
renegotiate anuclear deal, butits attempthasbeen
proven futile. Iran says thatit willnot hold any talks
with the current USadministration until itreturns to
the JCPOA andlifts allillegal sanctions.

Although Iranian economy suffered setbacks duringthe
firstyear of sanctions, ithas shown more stability this
year despite increasing US sanctions.




Zaariftovisit Russia Mon. fortalksonJCPOA

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifwill lead a high-
rankingpolitical delegation to Moscow on Sep. 2,according to Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousavi.Inatweeton Thursday, Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousaviannounced thatthe Iranian top
diplomatMohammad Javad Zarifwillbeleadingahigh-rankingpolitical
delegation to Moscow, Russia on Monday, September 2. According to
Mousavi, the visitaims atholding talks with Russian Foreign Minister

10000 Rials

Sergey Lavrovonexpansionof "mutual tiesaswellas thelatestdevelopments
ofthe]JCPOAimplementationandregional tensionrelief.
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The announcementforthe Russiavisitcomes as Foreign Minister Zarifis concludinghis three-
nation Asian tour with the final stopin Malaysia, after his earliervisits to Chinaand Japan.
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Specterof Waron Iransatellite
Iran Shattered after programon

. track: defense
Downingof US Drone: minister
General

Iranian Defense Minister
B Brigadier General Amir

Iran biggest gasoline Hatamisays the country’s

produceramong satelllt? program s

advancingaccordingtoa
OPECmembers: well-established program.
NIOPDC chief “The Defense Ministry

o isworking on four to five
research satellites,and we
hope the projects will be
completed by theyearend

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer :

05:13:31 [March 2020],” Brigadier

N It I General Hatami said
oon callto prayer: Thursday.

13:03:44 Reacting to speculations

Evening call to prayer: circulatinginsome foreign

19:47:55 media over the potential

launch ofanewsatellite by
Iraninthe nearfuture, the
defenseministersaid, “The
Defense Ministry carries
outitsresearch activities
on launching satellites
androcketsinaccordance
with a well-established
program.”

WEATHER

High:36°c
Low:17 °¢

Iraq Blasts Bahrain for Supporting Israeli Acts of
Aggression on Arab States

explosives-ladenIsraelidronesviolated
Lebaneseairspace onabombingmission
and crashed in the stronghold the
Hezbollahresistance movementinthe
south ofthe Lebanese capital, Beirut.One
ofthedronesblewup nearthe ground,

Iraq haslashed outat Bahrain for backing recent Israeli

attacks on Arab countries, defending sacrifices made by a

pro-governmentmilitary force to counter terrorists.

Iran Euro4-petrol outputat /6 ml/din March

2019: Oil min.

Democratic Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
Drops Outof 2020 Presidential Race

pointofsale for her candidacy, she
beganto bristleatan emergingnotion
thatonly aman canbeat Trump.

“The evidence is contrary to that
assumption,” Gillibrand told the
Guardianin May. “Ireally believe that

Kirsten Gillibrand, the New York senator who fashioned a

campaign ontherights of women and families, has pulled

outofthe Democraticrace after failing to qualify for the
third round of debates.

Inastatementreleased on Thursday, the
Iraqi Foreign Ministry saidit“rejectsand
condemns” Bahraini Foreign Minister
Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa's Tweet
about the Zionist enemy’s targeting
of Arab territories and Iraq’s Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU) or Hashd al-
Sha’abi, an effective force in the Baghdad
government’santi-Daesh fight, Press TV
reported.

Italso stressed thatthe PMU has stood
by Iraqiarmed forces “to defend ourholy
landand made greatsacrificestoliberate
the cities ofIraq, and to defeat Daesh
terroristgangs.”
Thelsraeliregimeiswidelyknowntobe
behind awave of airraids on positions
of Iraq’s Hashd al-Sha’abi in recent
weeks. Reports say thoseairraids had
thesupportofthe Saudiregimeand were
launched fromtheareas controlled by US-
backed Kurdish militantsinthenorthern
partsofneighboringSyria.
Inthelatestsuchattackontheweekend,
Israelidrones strucka PMU convoy near
the Iraqitown ofal-Qa’im close to the
Syrianborder, killinga commanderand
severelywoundingafighter.

This came aday afterIsrael carried out
strikesnearthe Syrian capital, Damascus,
claimingthattheairraids were “able to
thwartan Iranian attempt...to conduct
anattackonIsraelitargets...usingkiller
drones.”

Syria, however; said thatitsair defenses
had managed to detect hostile targets
approaching fromthe occupied Golan
Heightstowards Damascusand destroyed
mostofthe Israelirockets before they
couldreachtheirdestinations.

Just hours later in early Sunday, two

causing some damage to Hezbollah’s
mediaoffice.

Thetop Bahraini diplomattookto Twitter
onMondayto expresshissupportforthe
Israeliattacks,labelingthem anact of
“self-defense.”
“Iranistheonewhohasdeclaredawaron
us, withits (Islamic) Revolution Guards
Corps, its Lebanese party, its Popular
Mobilization ForcesinlIraq,its Houthiarm
inYemenand others,” Khalifaclaimed.“So
onewho strikesand destroys the piles of
theirammunitionisnottoblame. Thatis
self-defense.”

The controversial comments were the
latest publicshow of supportfor Tel Aviv
from Manama, which hasbeen trying
tonormalize ties with the oppressive
regime, in what has been viewed by
Palestineand its supportersasabetrayal
ofthe Palestinian cause againstIsrael’s
occupation.

Back in June, Khalifa took the lid off
Bahrain’slongtime secretdealings with
Israel by openly saying that Manama
wants “peace” and “better” relations with
the occupyingentity.

Iranhasbeen providingmilitaryadvisory
assistance to Syria, strengthening the
hand ofitsnationalarmy onthebattlefield
against the terrorists, who have the
supportofthe US, Israeland theirallies,
including Persian GulfArabregimes.

The Syrian military hasalso the support
of Russia and Lebanon’s Hezbollah
resistance movementin its counter-
terrorismoperations.

Tehran offered similarassistancetoIraq
and setthe stage for the neighboring
nation to win its three-year-long
campaignagainst Daesh,theworld’smost
notoriousterroroutfit,inlate2017.

Democratic Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
Drops Outof2020 Presidential Race
A statement from her campaign
read that “while thisisnottheresult
we wanted, Kirsten is proud of her
aggressive, innovative and policy-
driven campaign”.

Inavideo posted on Twitter, Gillibrand
said thatitwas “important to know
when it’s not your time and to
know how you can bestserve your
community and country”.

“Ibelieve I canbestserve by helping
touniteustobeatDonald Trump in
2020,”sheadded.

Gillibrand launched her 2020
presidential bid in front of Donald
Trump’s eponymous hotelin midtown
Manhattan ona windy afternoonin
March where she called the billionaire
a“coward”.

To counter Trump, she became the
first Democratic candidate torelease
her taxreturns, and vowed to only
nominate Supreme Courtjudges who
supportwomen’sreproductiverights.
Butinafield oftwenty-three,including
a record number of women, her
campaign never really got off the
ground. She battled Joe Biden over his
record on women’s rights but failed
to distinguish herself against the
other progressivesinthefield,suchas
Elizabeth Warrenand Bernie Sanders.
Despite having, she boasted, the
most anti-Trump voting record in
therace,shenever gotabove thelow
single-digitsin polls. And she had to
wrestle with herrecord, including
receivinga “A” rating from the NRA. As
her campaign failed to setoutaunique

President Trump’s Achillesheelisa
woman who speaks hermind.”
“I'think his kryptonite is definitely
a mother of young children who
standsup for herself,” she said.“Idon’t
thinkhe’ll be able to be effective in
demeaning or dismissing me. And if
hetries, [ thinkitnot only makes me
relevantbutlthinkitwill make him
look small.”
Gillibrand hasyetto endorse another
candidate, buthinted thata woman
mightbebestsuited forthejob. “Ithink
thatwomen have aunique ability to
bring people together and heal this
country,” shetoldthe New York Times
today. “I think a woman nominee
wouldbeinspiringand exciting.”
Gillibrand said she feltshe had helped
“move the conversation”.
“Iwould absolutely consideranything
thatwas asked of me,because my goal
istoserve,”she concluded. “I'm going
todo everythinglcantomake sureour
nominee defeats Trump.”
Several oftheremaining Democratic
candidatesresponded to the news
with praise for the senator and
particularly herrecord on women’s
rights.
“Thank you for being part of this
race, @SenGillibrand, and for your
unwavering commitmentto fighting
forwomen—fromreproductive rights
to paid leave,” tweeted Elizabeth
Warren.
Kamala Harris said: “My friend @
SenGillibrandisabravevoice onsome
ofthe mostcriticalissues facing our
country today — from childcare to
sexual assault. Sheisachampionand
[ know she’s not done fighting for
women and families everywhere.”
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