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Iran, Turkeyin talks
forlaunching Tehran-
Istanbul train services

Iranand Turkey are holding talks forlaunching
adirectpassengertrainservice between Tehran
and Istanbul.Saeed Rasouli, the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Railways (IRIR), said
on Monday thatnegotiations are underway
between IRIR and the State Railways of the
Republicof Turkey (TCDD) to start the service
inthe near future.The official added thatboth
sideshave been planning tolaunch thisroute
for years, noting that the studies indicate
that Tehran-Istanbul railroad could bring
in considerable profits for the investors.He
said TCDD and Turkey’s Ministry of Culture
and Tourism are eager for this route to start
operating.Earlierin August, the first direct
trainroute between the two neighbors’ capitals,
Tehran and Ankara, was resumed after a four-
year halt.The Passenger train servicesresumed
on Tehran-Tabriz-Van railroad were also
launched late June after they were four years of
suspension.According to the World Travel and
Tourism Council, Turkey was the most popular
overseas destination for Iranian travelersin
2018, accounting for41% ofall visitsabroad.
Turkey’s largest city Istanbul, the eastern
province of Van and the southern province of
Antalyaare the most popular destinations for
Iranianvacationers.

NIDCdrills 124 oil, gas

wellsinayear

National Iranian Drilling Company (NIDC), a
subsidiary of National Iranian Oil Company,
hasdug124 oiland gas wellsacross the country
duringthe pastyear, asenior official said.
NIDCManaging Director Abdollah Mousavi said
on Sunday thatthe drilled wells consisted ofone
explorationwell, 52 appraisal/development
wellsand 70 workover/completion wells.

He said some 170,270 meters of digging has
been conducted for the mentioned onshore
and offshore wells.NIDC is responsible for
drillingrigs operated by the National Iranian
South Oil Company, Petroleum Engineering
and Development Company, [ranian Offshore
0il Company and Iranian Central Oil Fields
Company.The state-owned company has 75
drillingrigs, 68 of which are beingused in the
joint oilfields, namely South Azadegan, 80 km
westof Ahvazin Khuzestan Province along the
Iran-Iraqborder; AzarinIlam Province as well as
South Pars, the world'slargest gas field shared
between Iranand Qatarin the Persian Gulf.

Iran, Armenia keenon
boosting banking ties

Iranianand Armenian officials metin Yerevan
on Tuesday to explore the ways to boostbilateral
economicties, including the banking transactions.

In a meeting between Iranian Ambassador to
Yerevan Kazem Sajjadi and Governor of Bank
of Armenia (CBA) ArturJavadian, the two sides
stressed the need to boost the bilateral economic
cooperation and providing the grounds for
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FA O highlights potential of geneticimprovements

in aquaculture for better food security

Wider, appropriate and long-term
application of geneticimprovementin
aquaculture, with a focus on selective
breeding, willhelp boostfood production
tomeetaprojected increasein demand
for fish and fish nraducts with relatively
!1tt1e extre d ey vater and other
S [SFAHAN

N E W s Aquaculture

NEwWS is lagging
I far behind
terrestrial agriculture
- both crops and
livestock - in terms of
the characterization,
domestication and
improvement of its
genetic resources for
food production. The
report concludes that
we have the opportunity
to significantly enhance
sustainable aquaculture
production through the
strategic management
and developmentofsome
of the more than 550
species currently used in
aquaculture.
Accordingto thisnew FAO
report titled The State
of the World's Aquatic
Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture, we
are still largely farming
wild fish, with 45 percent
of cultured species being
little different from their
wild counterparts.
The report stresses the
potential for sustainable
production gains through
the geneticimprovement

of farmed aquatic
resources.
Unleashing the potential
ofaquaculture

According to  FAOQ,
a growing human
population is expected
to drive an increase

in fish consumption
of approximately 1.2
percent per annum

over the next decade.
Production of fish and fish
productsis estimated to
reach over 200 million
tonnes by 2030.Given
thatproduction fromthe
world's capture fisheries
has stabilized at about
90-95 million tonnes
per annum, with nearly
a third of marine fish
stocks being overfished,
there is little scope for
additional production
inthe foreseeable future
exceptthrough loss and
waste and efficiencies
management. The
expected growth in
demand for fish and
fish products therefore
needs to be largely met
from aquaculture. In this
context, the responsible

and sustainable use of
aquaticgeneticresources
will be essential to fulfil
thisrole.

Numerous technologies
are available toimprove
aquaticgeneticresources
with FAO recommending
afocusonwell-designed,
long-term selective
breeding programmes,
which can increase
productivity of aquatic
speciesby 10 percent per
generation.

FAO and Iran cooperation
foraquaculture genetic
improvement

In this framework, FAO in
Iranin coordination with
the Iranian Government
is funding the project
“Genetic Improvement
of Rainbow Trout in
Iran” aimed at creatinga
national strain ofrainbow
trout. This project
provides technical and
strategic assistance to
Iraninimplementing an
integrated and sustainable

management system for
selective breeding of
rainbow trout.

Many wild species are
under threat
Thereportnotes thatall
farmed species still have
wildrelativesin naturebut
many ofthese wild species
are under threatand are
in need of targeted and
prioritized conservation.
According to thereport,
the most depleted wild
relatives of cultured
species are Russian
sturgeon, huchen, beluga
sturgeon, Atlantic salmon
and brown trout.
Strengthening policiesand
cross-sectoralapproach
Food and nutrition
security depend on a
diverse and healthy food
basket, of which aquatic
food is an important
component. Therefore,
aquatic geneticresources
should be included in
broader food security and
nutrition policies.
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Iran Petrochem
Export Generated
$11bin 2018

Petrochemical export
revenue in the last
fiscal year thatended
inMarchstoodat$11
billion.

0il Minister Bijan
Namdar Zanganeh
made the statement
on Sunday in the
parliament  while
addressinglawmakers’
questionsand concerns
over petrochemical-
related issues, the
Persian-language
economicnewspaper
Donya-e-Eqtesad,
the sister publication
of Financial Tribune,
quoted himassaying.
"Ofthetotal earnings, $9
billion were returned
to the treasury and
the rest was invested
in developing the key
sector;," hesaid.Despite
new US sanctions,
petrochemical exports
continue as planned
(especiallywith private
sectorhelp),hetold the
legislators,accordingto
Financial Tribune.
The US Treasury
Departmentannounced
newsanctionsonlran's
petrochemicalsectorin
Juneagainstthe Persian
Gulf Petrochemical
Industries Company
and 39 of its 60
subsidiaries and
foreign sales agents.
Nonetheless, officials
[including Zanganeh]
say there are enough
buyers worldwide
for Iran’s products.
"Petrochemical buyers
are not governments

or states. They are
private enterprises,"
he said, adding that
for example, when

Handicrafts and Tourism Organization
for tourism as the representative of Iran
isduetoattend the “pentalateral meeting
ondeveloping tourismrelations between

signed during the fifth summit ofthe heads
of state of the Caspian Sealittoral states
held lastyear.Iran, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan participate

facilitating financial transactions between the
two countries.The officials also discussed holding
jointseminars and symposiums with the aim of

Caspian Sealittoral
states tomeetin

sharing expertise and experiences between the i chi
wo cogntrrijes'bankingse?:tors Iran and Armenia Kazakhstanover Caspian Sea littoral states” aimed at inthemeetingtoimprove their cooperation ?Ztharﬁollsshlppedto
: o ; : ; ; ; ; ; ) ndia, thereisanarray
hold lonestandine relations in different economic tourismdevelopment improving regional and international onregional tourism.Iran’s envoy to the
& & P cooperation in tourism.The meetingwhich  eventwillalso hold bilateral meetings with ofbuyers who cannot

Caspian Sealittoral states willhold meetings
in Kazakhstan to develop their relations on

and political spheres.Bilateral trade between the

be easily detected or
two neighbors hit $364 millionin 2018 -arecord

his counterpartsto discuss developmentin
provoked by hostile

tourismtiesand offeradraftofanagreement

isdue to be held for two days beginning
on August 27 in Aktau, Kazakhstn, is an

high since Armeniabecameindependentafter the tourism. S

. . . o ) . ionalize th i ; h . statesortheirminions.

dissolution ofthe Soviet Unionin 1991 Iran’s deputy head of Cultural Heritage, ~attémpttooperationalizetheagreements —ontourismcooperation betweenthe states Unlike the oil Industry,
the petrochemical

NO 297 m Solution: NO 296 | News | sector cannot be

easily constrained or
blockaded. Diversity
of  petrochemical
products plus the
near permanent

Iran’s Mashhad, Turkeylaunches bus service

RN
00)

Iran and Turkey have
signed Memorandum of

arealsoregularbus services
on the routes of Mashhad

Understanding (MoU) for to Afghanistan’s Herat, global demand help
8 4 launching passenger bus Mashhad to Pakistan and the industry evade
service between Mashhad Mashhadtolraq,headded.A sanctions, he was
5 3 in  Khorasan Razavi, MoU has recently been quotedassaying.
northeasternlranand Turkish signed betweenIranand the
4 6 cities.Hamid Mohammadi, Republic of Azerbaijan to o}
the Head of Transit launcharegularpassenger
Department of Khorasan bus service, Mohammadi GOLDPRICEPEROUNCE
1 Razavi Road Maintenance & mentioned.Accordingto the o 1527 5$ .

World Travel and Tourism
Council, Turkey was the most
popular overseas destination
forIraniantravelersin 2018,
accountingfor41% ofall visits
abroad.

Transportation Organization
said on Tuesday that there
are regular bus services
between Tehran and Turkey
aswell as Tabriz and Turkey
due the signed MoU.There
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North
Korea's
Criticism of
Seoul over
Joint Drill
Nothing
New:
Official

North Korea'srecent
stepped-up criticism
of South Korea
over joint military
exercises with the
United States is
not anything out
of the ordinary, a
unification ministry
official said Tuesday:.
North Korea has
been ramping up
pressure on Seoul,
taking issue with
the South Korea-
US joint military
drill that wrapped
up last week and
the introduction of
new weapons, such
as F-35A stealth
fighters, from
Washington.

"We don't see it as
an occurrence of
a new situation
between the South
and the North. We
think it canbe fully
resolved through
dialogue," the official
said, askingnottobe
named, Yonhap news
agencyreported.
Referring to a
military  tension
reduction deal the
two sides signed last
year, the official said
securityissuescanbe
discussed and agreed
upon at their joint
military committee.
"We can hold a
meeting of thejoint
military committee
and discuss inaway
that could reduce
concerns each
side has regarding
securityissues," the
official said.

On Saturday,
North Korea fired
two  projectiles,
presumed to be
short-range ballistic
missiles, offits east
coast, marking the
seventh such event
sincelateJuly.
Guiding the launch,
North Korean
leader Kim Jong-
un said there is a
need to push for
"an indomitable
offensive campaign”
to frustrate "the
ever-mounting
military threats and
pressure offensive
ofthe hostile forces,"
according to the
North's Korean
Central News Agency.

Iran, China FMs hold two
rounds of meetings over various

issues

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Mohammad Javad Zarif, who is visiting
Beijing, held two rounds of meetings with his Chinese
counterpart, Wang Yi.In the negotiations, the two
foreign ministers discussed various issues related
to bilateral relations between Iran and China, the
latestdevelopments in the implementation of the
JCPOA as well as the Iranian and French presidents’

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said his
administration will determinedly use every means
and opportunity tosafeguard thenationalinterests.

initiatives, the roadmap for Iran-China ties in the
next 25 years, the security of the Persian Gulfand
the strategic Strait of Hormuz, and the illegal and
unilateral sanctions imposed by the United States on
independent countries.

Highlighting the necessity for the expansion of the
strategicand millennia-old ties between Iran and
Chinainallfields, Zarif condemned the US’ economic
pressures and sanctions against China and the
meddling of the US and certain Western states in
China’s internal affairs, and reaffirmed the Islamic
Republicoflran’s supportfor the One-Chinapolicy.
The Chinese Foreign Minister; in turn, stressed theneed

Nodevelopmentin Iran-US ties without lifting
sanctions, abandoning hostile actions

touphold multilateralism,
to honour international
agreements, and to
respectthe authority of
the UN Security Council,
saying, “China supports
any measure leading
toreduction of tensions
and growing stability and
securityin theregion,and also
supports Iran’s legitimate rights

under the JCPOA and the resulting economic
interests.”

NEWS

Iran successful in developing
deterrence power:
intelligence min.

Stressingthatlran’s foreign
policy principles have not
changed, and constructive
interactionwith theworldis

NEWS the governmentand entire

e L system’s strategy, President

said, “The logic of foreign policy
issecurity, national interests and
workingtowardsrealization ofthe
causes of the Revolution and the
greatnessoflran”.

Speaking on Tuesday at the
inauguration ceremony for National
Action on Housing Construction
Scheme, President Hassan Rouhani
said, “Wearereadyto cooperatewith
the world, theregion and friendly
countriesbased on principlesand
regulations”.

The governmentdoesnotconsider
arestingtime for serving people, he
said,adding, “Boosting domestic
productionisthe principle thatthe
governmentworksuponindomestic
and foreignfields”.

This government’s motto from
the beginning was constructive
interactionwith theworld, continued
Rouhani, adding, “When the 12th
government began its work,
the Supreme Leader announced
extensiveinteractionwith theworld,
goingeven onestep further forward
thanthegovernment”.

Stating that Iran is not seeking
tension with the world and favours
regional and global security,
he said, “We are ready to work
towardsobservingallinternational
regulations within the framework of
nationalinterestsand security”.
“The more our national power
increases, the less hopeful our
enemieswillbeabouthatchingplots
againstlran,”said Rouhani.

He also said thatthe government
considers national security and
interests,aswell asadvancing the

causes ofthe Islamic Revolution,a
principle, saying, “Wherever there
isaneedtonegotiateand defend,
we willdoitand we will stand up
tobullying, butour ultimate goalis
Iran’sgreatnessand pride”.
“Ifwebecome powerfulin defense,
economy, culture, security and
domesticand foreign policy,nobody
intheworld can defeatus,and thisis
the foundation of ourlogic,whichis
unchangeable,” hesaid.

Stating that the course of the
negotiationsinrecent weeks will
continue, he said, “The power of
Iran, defending people’srightsand
standingup totheill-wishersisthe
path we take for realization of the
causesoftheIslamicRevolutionand
thelslamicRepublicoflran”.

“To this end, national production
isthe top priority,and if we boost
production, we willbecome more
powerful,capableand wealthy,” said
Rouhani.

Diplomacy and foreign policy are
another source of power for the
Islamic Republic of Iran, said the
President, continuing, “We will
change our behaviour towards
those who imposed sanctions on
the Islamic Republic of Iran and
committed economic terrorismif
theyshowremorse”.
“Theyneedtoreturnbackfromthe
wrong path they have takenandbe
attheserviceofglobalinterestsand
security, speak with the Revolution
andthe IslamicSystemwithrespect,
andrecognise the [raniannation’s
rights,”hesaid.

Nopositive developmentwillhappen
inIran-USties withoutthem ifting
sanctions and abandoning their
hostile actions, he said, adding,
“Thekeyto positive developments
inthetwo countries’relationsisin
Washington’s hands, so that they
can enjoy security in the region
and establish betterrelations with
regional countries”.

Referring to the United States’
claimsthatthe only thingthey want
fromIranisnotto develop atomic
weapons, hesaid, “Thisisincorrect.
Wearenotseekingatomicweapons,
because our military doctrine is
based on conventional weapons,
and we are notseekingto develop
WMDsatall”.
“Thispolicyisnotbecause of your
frownandwords,butratherbecause
of ourbelief, moral codes, national
security decisionsand the Supreme
Leader’sfatwa,” he continued.
Dr.Rouhanialsosaid, “Thislock will
notbe opened unless youtake the
firststep, whichisliftingthe unjust
sanctionsagainstthelraniannation”.
He also referred to negotiations
betweentheIslamicRepublicoflran
and 5 world powers, saying, “Our
pathisclear:iftheyreturnto their
commitments, wewilldothe same,
and we are looking after settling
issuesthroughthelogicalway”.
Dr.Rouhanicontinued, “Ifsomebody
wants to just take a picture with
Hassan Rouhani, thisisnotpossible
unlesstheyliftallunjustsanctions
and respect the Iranian nation’s
rights, whichwillbeagamechanger”.

Underlining that Iran has no need for other
countriestointerfereinitsissues, Intelligence
Minister Seyed Mahmoud Alavisaid Tuesday that
relyingon domesticexpertise, [Iranhas managed
todevelopadeterrence power.

There are some countries which have more
facilities and military equipment than Iran but
theyare notindependent fromthe USand donot
have their own say in matters, he said, adding
thatthey cannotbe comparedto Iranregarding
independence and deterrence power.

“Most of the European countries are not
independentand need America’s opinion for
makingdecisions,” the minister said.

“Everybody knows thatthe Islamic Republic waits
fornoonetodecideaboutitsnationalinterestsand
objectives,” Alavisaid.

“Today, Iranhasa preciseroadmap and standsin
apositionthatitcanimposeits will onthe USand
the Zionistregime,” headded.

Iraq’s Powerful Bloc Calls
for Withdrawal of US Troops
after Israeli Attacks

Iraq's Fatah Alliance, the second-largest party in
parliament, called for the withdrawal of US troops
fromIraqfollowingaseries ofairstrikes targeting
basesand weapons depots belongingto Iraq's
Popular Mobilization Units (PMU), also knownas
Hashd al-Sha’abi.

The Fatah Coalition said itholds the United States
fully responsible for the Israeliaggression, “which
we considertobeadeclaration of waronlraqand
itspeople”, mediareportssaid.

The coalition’s statement came a day after an
Israeli drone strike in the western Iraqi town of
QaimKkilled acommander with the forces.
Itadded that UStroopsarenolonger neededin
Iraq.“While we reserve the right to respond to
these Zionist attacks, we hold the international
coalition, particularly the United States, fully
responsible for this aggression, which we consider
adeclaration of war onIraqandits people,” the
statementby the coalition said.

Iraqi President Barham Saleh hosted ameeting
later Monday thatincluded the prime minister
and speakeraswellas PMUleaderstodiscuss the
recentattacks.

Astatementissued after the meetingdescribed it
asa“blatantactofaggression” aimed atdragging

Al-Hashd away fromitsongoingrole of eradicating

Iranian M Ps Laud
Productionof Air
Defense System

atanopensession ofthe Parliamenton Tuesday,
202lawmakerspraised the Defense Ministry for
designingand manufacturingthehomegrownair
defense system.The Defense Ministry unveiled
Bavar-373 on August 22. The long-range air
Iran’s lawmakers commended the Defense  defense systemis capable of detectingupto 100
Ministry for developing the “Bavar-373"air  targets, tracking 60 ofthem,and engaging with
defensemissile system.Inastatementreadout ~ gjx concurrently.A distinguishing feature of

Bavar-373isitsverticallaunching system with
squarelaunchers, mostly used forair defense on
warships.Bavar-373 usesalong-range, phased
array fire-control radar, dubbed Me'raj-4.Iranian
military expertsand technicianshaveinrecent
yearsmade greatheadwaysin manufacturinga
broadrangeofindigenousequipment,makingthe
armed forces self-sufficientinthearmssphere.

remnants of Daesh.

“These attacks are blatant and hostile acts,"”
the coalition statement said, adding, “Iraqi
sovereignty and the well-being ofits peopleare
aredline."

It stressed the government would take all
necessary stepsto “deter aggressorsand defend
Iraq”.

FM Zarifrules out possibility
of Rouhani-Trump meeting

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifhas ruled
outthe possibility ofameetingbetween Iranian President
Hassan Rouhaniand his American counterpart Donald
Trump.

“I'saidin Biarritzameetingbetween Iranian Presidentand
Trump cannotbe possible,” he told IRNA on Tuesday when
asked about French President’s remarks on a probable
meetingbetween Iranianand Americanleaders.
Zarifwenton to say thatevenif Washington returns to the
JCPOA and implements the agreement, no bilateral talks
with USwillbe held.

“Whatthe French and Americans have discussed on the
issueis theirownbusiness buton my visitto Biarritz, [ said
thatno meeting with American officials will be held,” Zarif
highlighted.

The United States has violated an agreement which was
theresult oflengthy negotiations and whatis required
nowisimplementingthe agreement, said the top diplomat,
adding, “I'mnotyetseeingany significantsign fromthe US
administrationin thisregard.”

Foreign Minister Zarif visited Biarritz on Sunday at the
official invitation ofhis French counterpart, Jean-Yves Le
Drian, to continue consultations on the recentinitiatives
proposed by Iran's President Hassan Rouhani and his
French counterpart, Emmanuel Macron. The visit came
concurrently with ameeting of seven economic powers of
theworld, knownas G7,inthe French city.

Duringthe trip, Zarif metwith the French president after
which he said he had "constructive" negotiations with
Macron on ways to salvage an international nuclear deal
signed between Iran and the then P5+1 countries backin
2015."France has offered proposals to Iran about ways to
implementthe JCPOA (the nuclearaccord, officially known

as

the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action) and steps that the
sides are required to take [to save the deal]," Zarif
said.
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his Chinese counterpartat
meetingsinBeijingexplored
B avenues forthe expansionof
strategicrelationsbetween
the two nations.Zarifheld
two rounds of talks with
o his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi in Beijing on
Monday.Inthenegotiations,
the two foreign ministers
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thelatestdevelopmentsin
theimplementation ofthe
JCPOAaswellastheIranian
and French presidents’
initiatives, the roadmap for
Iran-Chinatiesinthe next
25 years, the security of
the Persian Gulfand Strait
of Hormuz, and theillegal
and unilateral sanctions
imposedbythe United States
onindependentcountries.

Z.arifannounces Iran’s condition to return to full
compliance withJCPOA

Iranian Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarifin an interview
announced Tehran’s condition to return to full compliance with the
2015nuclear dealknown astheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).Accordingto NHK WORLD, Mohammad Javad Zarif gave an
interviewtoleading German newspaper Suddeutsche Zeitung.
Hehashinted thatIrancould quicklyrevertto full compliance with theJCPOA
ifitcanresumeits exportsofcrude oil.Iran partially halted someits obligations

tothe 2015 nuclear deal after the United States unilaterally and illegally withdrew from the
agreementandimposedabanontradeinIranianoil.

FAOhighlightspotential of geneticimprovements
inaquacultureforbetterfood security

New Evidence Indicates Optimists Live Longer

Researchers found thatindividuals with greater optimism

are more likely tolive longer and to achieve "exceptional

longevity," thatis, livingtoage 85 orolder.

Optimismreferstoageneral expectation
thatgood things willhappen, orbelieving
thatthe futurewillbe favorablebecausewe
cancontrolimportantoutcomes. Whereas
researchhasidentified manyriskfactors
thatincrease thelikelihood of diseases
and prematuredeath, muchlessisknown
aboutpositive psychosocial factors that
canpromotehealthyaging, MedicalXpress
reported.

The study wasbased on 69,744 women
and 1,429 men. Both groups completed
survey measures to assess theirlevel of
optimism, aswell astheir overall health
andhealthhabitssuchasdiet,smokingand
alcoholuse.Women were followed for 10
years, whilethe men were followed for 30
years.Whenindividuals were compared
based ontheirinitiallevels of optimism,
the researchers found that the most
optimisticmenandwomendemonstrated,
onaverage,an11to 15 percentlonger
lifespan,and had 50-70 percentgreater
oddsofreaching 85 years old compared
totheleastoptimisticgroups. Theresults
were maintained afteraccountingforage,
demographicfactorssuchaseducational
attainment, chronicdiseases,depression
andalsohealthbehaviors,suchasalcohol

use, exercise,dietand primary carevisits.
"While research has identified many
risk factors fordiseasesand premature
death, we know relatively less about
positive psychosocial factors that can
promote healthy aging," explained
correspondingauthor LewinaLee, Ph.D,,
clinical research psychologist at the
National Center for PTSD at VA Boston
and assistant professor of psychiatry
atBUSM. "This study has strong public
healthrelevancebecauseitsuggeststhat
optimismis one such psychosocial asset
thathasthe potentialto extend thehuman
lifespan. Interestingly, optimism may
be modifiable using relatively simple
techniques or therapies."Itis unclear
how exactly optimism helps people attain
longerlife."Otherresearch suggeststhat
more optimistic people may be able to
regulateemotionsandbehavioraswellas
bouncebackfromstressorsanddifficulties
more effectively,” said seniorauthor Laura
Kubzansky, Ph.D., MPH, Lee Kum Kee
ProfessorofSocialand Behavioral Sciences
and co-director; Lee Kum Sheung Center
for Healthand Happinessatthe Harvard
T.H.Chan School of Public Health. The
researchers also consider that more
optimisticpeople tend to have healthier
habits, suchasbeingmorelikely toengage
inmore exercise andlesslikely to smoke,
which could extendlifespan.

U.Spolitical science professorat Open University Edward

Wastnidge underlines thatIslamic Republic of Iran has

everyrightto defenditselffromhostileactsand nations.

In an exclusive interview with ILNA,
he said “In my opinion, Iran ballistic
missile programme is partof this
defensive posture and should not
be seen as threat. [tis incredibly
hypocritical for the Zionistregime to
chide Iran for pursuingitslegitimate
right to self-defence, especially
whenitactsasanoccupyingpowerin
placeslike the Golan Heights and the
Palestinian Territories.”

Asked about U.S administration
policy, he said that Donald Trump is
pursuing a misguided, hopelessly
naive foreign policyagenda-hehasa
very tenuous grasp of the realities of
international relations.

“Thisis further compounded by the
people thathe hasemployedin his
foreign policy team - people like
Mike Pompeo and John Bolton are
war-mongers who supportterrorist
groups and seekregime change in
Iran.”

Answering to question about the
resultof European efforts tomaintain
trade with Iran,headded “Ithinkthat

Iran has right touse rocket technology: U.S
Professor

the establishmentofthe SPV/INSTEX
was agoodideain principle, butit
came abitlate,anditis hard to say
whatitsimpactwillbe.”

“I'm hopeful that it will provide
Europe and Iran, as well as other
countries a means to circumvent
US sanctions, but it needs full
commitmentfrom Europeannations
tomakeitwork,” Wastnidge said.

U.S political science professor
pointed to U.S sanctions and said
“The sanctions are likely to have a
detrimental effect on the economy,
notbecause ofany Iranian weakness,
butbecause ofthe dominance ofthe
USintheglobalfinancial system.”
“Therefore the sanctions may have
an effecton normal Iranian citizens,
whichisveryunfortunate. However,
Ibelieve that Iran will show great
nous and ingenuity when itcomesto
workingaround these efforts,asthey
have doneinthepast.”

He refers to recent tensions in
Persian Gulf,added “I think thatthe
USisdoing this from a position of
weakness, asitisnolonger a key
playerintheregioninadirectsense.
Despite its continued military
presence,itisbecomingincreasingly
reliantonitsalliesintheregionto
doitsbidding. Russianow hasafar
greaterroleandinfluence."

Macrondelivers
breakthroughon
Iranattense G¢
summit, but little
clse

French President Emmanuel Macron paved
the way at a G7 summit for a diplomatic
solutionto the standoffbetween Washington

and Tehranovera2015nucleardeal, butthere
waslittle else toshow fromameetingatwhich
alliesweresharply divided; Reutersreported.
According to Reuters, Macron, host of the
summitofsevenindustrialized nations that
endedonMondayinthe Frenchseasideresort
of Biarritz, said thatIranian PresidentHassan
Rouhanihadtoldhimhewasopentoameeting
withU.S.President Donald Trump.

Trumptoldanews conferencebeforeheading
homethatitwasrealistictoenvisageameeting
with the Iranian head of governmentin the
comingweeks. Bothleadersare scheduled to

attend the United Nations General Assembly
nextmonth.Europeanleadershavestruggled
tocalmaconfrontationbetween Iranandthe
United States since Trump pulled his country
outoflran’sinternationally brokered 2015
nucleardeallastyearandreimposed sanctions
ontheranian economy.“Whatunites us,and
thatisabigstep forward, isthatwenotonly
don’twantIrantohave nuclearweapons,but
wealso (wantto) find the solution to thatvia
politicalmeans,” German Chancellor Angela
Merkelsaidatthe end ofthe gathering.Macron
hasled efforts to defuse tensions, fearing

acollapse ofthe nucleardeal could set the
Middle Eastablaze.Trump ruled outlifting
sanctions butsaid talks were underway to
seehow countries could open creditlines
tokeepits economy afloat. Heindicated he
wanted toaddressthenucleardeal’stimescale
andsaid he did notwantregime change.“I'm
lookingatareally good Iran, really strong,
we’re notlooking for regime change,” he
said. “And we're looking to make Iranrich
again, letthemberich, letthem dowell."But,
apparentlyreferringto Iran’srecentrhetoric
aboutitsabilitytoattack U.S.interests, Trump

suggested Iranwould meet “violent force” if
itfollowed through onitsthreats.Despite the
headway made on Iran, the meetingended
with few significant deliverables because
therewere somanyissuesdividingthe United
Statesanditsalliesin particular.Theseranged
from Washington’s escalating trade war with
China, which many fear could tip the slowing
world economy into recession, how to deal
with North Korea’snuclearambitionsand
the question of whether Russian President
Vladimir Putin should be readmitted to the

group.
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