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of MAPNA locomotive co.

Iranian first Vice-President Es’hagh Jahangiri
inaugurated the expansion phase of MAPNA
Locomotive Engineering & Manufacturing Company
inAlborz province on Tuesday.

The project, recognized as anational one, includes
indigenizing manufacture of freightlocomotives by
MAPNA Group.

The expansion phase has the capacity of producing
25 freightlocomotives peryearand is constructed in
a4.500-square meterland.

The project will provide jobs for 100 people, the
reportsaid.

MAPNA Locomotive Engineeringand Manufacturing
Companyisthe main companyin MAPNArail section.
This company was establishedin 2007 and started
withalarge-scale project, the production of 150 Iran
Safirlocomotives underlicense of Siemens company.

Iranian delegation to attend
Caspian Economic Forumin
Turkmenistan

Iran’s Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Minesand
Agriculturewill send adelegation to Turkmenistan
to attend the first Caspian Economic Forum (CEF),
whichwillbe held in the touristicresort of Awaza on
August11-12.

The International Affairs Department of [ran's
Chamber of Commerce has invited the private
sector representatives operatingin the fields of
transportation (especially maritime transport),
tourism, food, energy, construction materials,
miningandjointinvestmentstobeapartofthetrade
delegation from Iran attending the event.

Heads of state from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Iran
and Russia, 50 high-rankingrepresentatives from 29
international organization as well as top managers of
private companies will attend the forum.
Onthesidelines of the Caspian Economic Forum,
two exhibitions willbe held includingalarge-scale
international exhibition of innovative technologies
and automotive exhibition “Turkmen sahrasy 2019”".
The CEF working program includes a meeting of
ministers of economy and transport of the littoral
states, ameeting of business communities, and
bilateral talks,amongothers.

Investors lining up for
Chabahar opportunities

Chabahar port, southeastern Iran, isincreasingly
getting more attractive to investors with 11
investmentagreements have been signed to be
implemented by the end of this Persianyear.
Director General of Ports and Maritime office of
Sistanand Baluchestan, Behrouz Aqaeitold IRNA
thatthe number of those who are interested in
investmentin Chabahar Porthasbeenontherise,
anditis expected thatbusiness people and traders
benefit from the advantages of the port as the
capacity ofloadingand unloadingatthe port.

The annual capacity ofloading and unloading in
Chabahar Porthasreached to 8.5 million tonsin
the first phase of Shahid Beheshti Port, a part of
Chabahar Port, according to the official.

Chabahar, asthe biggest port with accessto ocean
is of satisfactory capabilities, he said adding that
Chabahar due tobeinglocated out of the Persian
Gulfregion can play amajorrole in promoting the
maritimetrade.

Sayingthatthe porthasbeenequipped by modern
technologies, Aqaeinoted, "Chabahar canlink the
landlocked states such as Afghanistan and those of
the Commonwealth ofthe Independent States to the
international waters."
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Central Bank of Iran Reports Growthin
Deposits, Loans

Areportonloans made by and deposits
with banksand creditinstitutions says
total deposits stood at 20,825 trillion
rials (173$ billion) atthe end of the first

calendar month to April 20.

=

The figure
indicates
24.2% growth
compared to
the same period
lastyear (March
21- April 20,
2018)and 0.7%
increase compared to
the end of previous fiscal
year (March 20,2019)
the official website of
the Central bank of Iran
reported. Deposits
include both in rial and
foreign currencies.

As usual, Tehran
Province topped the
listwith 11,417 trillion
rials ($95.1 billion),
accounting for 54%
of the total deposits.
Isfahan and Khorasan
Razaviprovinces follow
with 1,078 trillion rials
($8.9 billion) and 957
trillion rials ($7.9 billion)
respectively until April
20, Financial Tribune

|SFAHAN
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reported.
CBI data also covered
outstanding loans

made by banks and

credit institutions.
Total outstandingloans
reached 15,107 trillion
rials ($125billion) during
the reviewed month,
indicatingan 18% annual
growth and 17% rise
compared to the end of
previousyear.

Tehran Province again
held the lion’s share of
outstandingloans with
9,808 trillionrials ($81.7
billion), followed by
Isfahan and Khorasan
Razavi each with 553.4
trillion rials ($4.6
billion) and 457.8 trillion
rials ($3.58 billion)
respectively.
Kohgilouyeh-

Boyerahmad Province
was atthe bottom of the
listwith total outstanding
loansat51.8trillionrials
($400 million).

Head offices of most
businessesinlranarein
Tehran and thisdemands
hecticbankingactivities,
including the high
demand forloans, credits
and other financial
facilitiesinthe sprawling
metropolis.
Loan-to-deposit ratio
(LDR) stood at 80.8%
during the month, which
indicatesa4.3%decline
year-on-yearand asubtle
0.5% decrease compared
to the end of the last

calendaryear.

The ratio in Tehran
and Kohgilouyeh-
Boyerahmad provinces
stoodat94.7%and 106.4,
respectively.

LDR is used to assess
a bank's liquidity by
comparing the bank's
total loans to its total
deposits for a specific
periodandisexpressedas
apercentage. Iftheratio
istoo high, the bank may
nothave enough liquidity
to cover any unforeseen
fundrequirements.
Conversely,iftheratiois
toolow, the bankmaynot
be earningas muchasit
shouldbe.

Chabahar portready
tobenefitthe Afghan

businessmen: Official

Chabahar port is ready to ship goods to
therest ofthe world benefiting the Afghan
businessmeninvolvedininternational trade,
Sistan-Baluchestan Ports and Maritime
Department’s Director-General Behrouz
Aghaeion Tuesday.Chabahar portwelcomes
traders and merchants from different
countries, especially India and Afghanistan,
and other countries canjoin the Chabahar
agreementto benefit from the benefitsand
facilities of the oceanic port, said Behrouz
Aghaeiinaninterview with IRNA on Tuesday.
Headded thatmerchantsshould facetheleast
problem when they use infrastructure ofthe

port, stating that we are trying to get out of
the harboratthe fastesttime and worrying
the merchantsaboutitfortheleastpossible
way, thus facilitating the conditions for the
ownersthe goods are on the agenda of all
units of Chabahar Port.He said that Shahid
Beheshti Chabahar porthasreopenedservices
tothe private sector of Afghanistantohelp the
landlocked country develop trade relations
withthe outside world, he said: Anyadditional
load on Chabaharwill give more discountsand
incentivesto the Afghanbusinessmen.

Director General of Ports and Maritime
Departmentof Sistan-Baluchestan province,
Behrouz Aqaei told IRNA that the number
ofthose whoare interested ininvestmentin
ChabaharPorthasbeenontherise,anditis
expected thatbusiness people and traders

benefitfromtheadvantages ofthe portasthe
capacity ofloadingand unloading atthe port.
Theannual capacity ofloadingand unloading
in Chabahar Porthasreached to 8.5 million
tonsinthe first phase of Shahid Beheshti
port development, a part of Chabahar
Port,accordingto the official.Chabahar, as
the biggest port with accessto ocean s of
satisfactory capabilities, he said adding that
Chabahar due to beinglocated out of the
Persian Gulfregion can play amajorrolein
promotingthe maritime trade.

Saying that the port has been equipped
by modern technologies, Aqghaei noted:
"Chabahar canlink the landlocked states
such as Afghanistan and those of the
Commonwealth ofthe Independent States to
theinternational waters."
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Iran's Gasoline Consumption at All Time High

Gasoline

sayingby ISNA.

Iraniansused 73 millionliters

consumption
between 2011 and 2017
has shot up 50% that
(regretfully) isbigenough to
beregisteredinthe Guinness
World Record, the National
Iranian Oil Refining and
Distribution Company's
CEO said."Such prohibitive
consumptionis simply not
proportional to the number
of cars in the country and
is something worthy of
pause for thought," Alireza
Sadeqgabadi was quoted as

ofgasoline perdayin2015,
whichroseby 8% toreach 80
millionliter/din2016.
Consumption continued
upwards in 2017, when
the figure amounted to 88
millionliters/d and NIORDC
statistics show that since
2018thelevel hasexceeded
95 ml/d or 1.18 liters per
capita,accordingto Financial
Tribune.

NIORDC's daily gasoline
production has surpassed
110 millionliters, ofwhich 76
million complies with Euro-4
and 5 emission standards.
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What's News

Industry min.,
responsible
forissuing
cryptocurrency
production
license

Minister of Industry,
Mine and Trade
Reza Rahmani
said on Monday
that his ministry
is accountable for
issuing license
for producing
cryptocurrency.
Government’s
Economic
Commission
has recognized
cryptocurrencies
as an industry and
obliged the Ministry
ofIndustry, Mineand
Tradetoissuelicense
for producing digital
currencies, he stated.
Islamic  Republic
of Iran has always
adopted aresistant
approach towards
moderntechnologies,
hesaid,adding, “inthe
contemporary world
oftoday, attainingan
advanced technology
isadireneed.”
Turningtothelaunch
of startups in the
country, Rahmani
said, “effective steps
should be taken in
the field oflaunching
new businessesand
startups, the issue of
which has been put
atop agenda of the
Ministry of Industry.”
He once again
reiterated that
Ministry of Industry
is responsible for
issuing license
for producing
digital currencies,
adding, “producing
cryptocurrency is
similarto production
ofaproductthathas
itsownrequirements,
so that Economic
Commission of
the  government
has identified
‘cryptocurrencies’ as
anindustry”

GOLD PRICE PEROUNCE
1 418 5$

Currency : IRR
USD 42000
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Leader's
adviser calls
forboosting
‘strategic’
relations with
China

Senior adviser to
Iran’s Leader Ali Akbar
Velayati highlighted
the need to enhance
strategicties between
Iranand China.
Hemadetheremarksin
aMonday meeting with
the newly-appointed
Chinese Ambassador
toIran ChangHua.
“The independence
of foreign policy,
resistance against US
expansionist policies,
and confronting
western countries’
interventions in
other countries’
internal affairs are
among strategic
commonalities
between Iran and
China,” said Velayati,
noting that bilateral

ties should be further
cemented.
For his part, the

Chinese envoy said
that Iran is among
main countries that
cooperate in Beltand
Road initiative, hoping
thatbilateral relations
would be further
enhanced in areas of
variousfields.

Iran, Nicaragua
discuss

expansion ofties
A number of senior
officials of Nicaragua
and an Iranian
delegation headed
by Foreign Minister
Zarifheldameetingin
Managuaon Monday to
discuss ways to further
develop cooperation
between thetwossides.
Apart from Zarif, the
meeting was also
attended by minister
ofindustry and trade,
governor ofthe central
bank, minister of
finance, head of the
trade development
center, as well as
the president of the
Sandinista National
Liberation Front in
Nicaragua’s National

Assembly.
During the meeting,
the two sides

reviewed ways of
developing bilateral
ties, particularly in
economicsectors.
They also reached
agreementon drawing
up a roadmap for
economic, trade,
financialand industrial
cooperationbetween
thetwosidesaswellas
with countriesin the
region.

Iran’s IRGC More Powerful than
Ever: Top Commander

The [slamic Revolution Guards Corps deputy commander for
coordination, Brigadier General Ali Fadavi, highlighted the IRGC’s
militarymightand saiditisnowmore powerful than ever.

“The uniform of the IRGC s the holiest uniform that we know
throughouthistory because thousands ofthose whowereamongthe
bestservants of God have been martyredin thisuniform,” Brigadier
General Fadavisaidinaspeechon Tuesday.

“For40yearsthe IRGChasbeen protectingthe (Islamic) Revolution
with thisvery outfit,” he said, adding that the IRGCisnow more
powerfulandhonoredthanever.

“Thefortyyearsofgrandeurand pridehavebeen created thankstothe
blood ofthe martyrs,’ thetop commanderwentontosay.
ThelRGCwasestablishedafterthe 1979 IslamicRevolutionwhichsaw
theoverthrowofthe US-backed regime ofthe Shahandreplaceditwith
theIslamicRepublic.Itistasked with protectingthe countryand the
IslamicRepublicagainstenemies.

Brigadier General Fadavi’s remarks came against the backdrop of
increasedtensionsbetween Iranand the USafterthe IRGCshotdown
anadvanced USspy droneoveritsterritorial waters.

ThelRGCsaid onJune 20thata USspy drone thatviolated the Iranian
territorialairspaceintheearlyhoursofthe daywasshotdownbythe
IRGC Aerospace Force’sair defense unitnear the Kooh-e-Mobarak
regioninthesouthernprovince of Hormozgan.

Iran Condemns Violence in Nigeria, Urges
Release of Sheikh Ziakzaky

Theintrudingdrone wasreportedly

shot by Iran’s homegrown air
defensemissilesystem “Khordad-

3rd".

Later on the same day, US

President Donald Trump said

he had called off a retaliatory

attackon anumber of targets in

[ran and said that he was ready to
speakwith Iranianleadersand cometo
anunderstandingthatwouldallowthe country
toimproveitseconomicprospects. ‘WhatI'dliketosee with
Iran,I'dliketoseethemcallme.”

NEWS

Z.arifto brief Parl. key cmte.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry voiced deep concern over
clashesintheralliesheldin Nigeria’s capital Abuja
by supporters ofthe ailingleader of the Islamic
Movement in Nigeria (IMN) Sheikh Ibrahim
Zakzaky, calling for the release of the cleric for

medicaltreatment.

o

In a statement on
Tuesday, Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Abbas Mousavi
expressed deep concern
NEWS about Monday'’s clashes

NEWS in Abuja, and condemned

_m violence and the use of force

inthedemonstrations.

ISFAHAN

on latest foreign diplomacy

developments: spox

Spokesman for the Iranian Parliament’s
national security committee said that Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif will come to a
commission meeting nextweekto talkaboutlatest
developmentsinthe country’s foreign diplomacy.
Hossein Naghavi-Hosseini said that Zarif will take
partinSunday’s session ofthe committee. “Zarifis
settoreportondiplomaticdevelopments, foreign
policy and results of the trip to America,” he told
Mehr News Agency on Tuesday.

The Iraniantop diplomatarrived in New Yorkin
July 14 to attend United Nations Economicand
Social Council. After a six-day stay, he departed

Some reports suggest that at

for Caracas where he attended Non-Aligned

least 11 people were killed in
Abuja following clashes between
security forces and supporters of
Sheikh Zakzaky, whose health has
deteriorated in detention since
2015.

Pointing to the deterioration of
Sheikh Zakzaky’s health conditions
and areportfromamedical team
that has highlighted an urgent
need for medical care for the
religiousleader and hiswifeina
foreign country, Mousavisaid, “The
Nigerian officials are expected to
takeaction, assoonaspossible, to
release Sheikh Ibrahim Zakzaky
from the detention center to
allow him access to decent and
immediate medical services.”

The spokesman also emphasized

the necessity for the protection
of security, stability and calm in
Nigeria, called on the two sides to
stay calm, and urged the Nigerian
authorities to exercise self-
restraint, expedite the medical
treatment of Sheikh Zakzaky,
address the existing concerns
aboutdeterioration of his health,
and resolve the issue through
dialogue.

On Monday, demonstrators took
tothe streets of Abujademanding
the release of their popular
religiousleader followingreports
of worsening health conditions of
both Sheikh Zakzaky and his wife,
whoisalsoimprisoned.

Sheikh Zakzaky hasbeenheld in
detention since December 2015
and was chargedjustin April2018

with murder, culpable homicide,
unlawful assembly, disruption of
publicpeace and otheraccusations.
Hehaspleaded notguilty.
In2016,Nigeria’s federal high court
ordered hisunconditional release
fromjail followinga trial, but the
governmenthasso farrefused to
sethimfree.

The top cleric has lost his
left eyesight in a raid by the
Nigerian army on hisresidence
inthe northern town of Zariain
December 2015.During the raid,
Zakzaky’s wife sustained serious
wounds too and more than 300
of his followers and three of his
sons were killed. Zakzaky, his
wife, and alarge number of the
cleric’s followers have since been
in custody.

MKO's Maryam Rajavi
visitto'Tel Avivplanned
by Trump's advocate

According to tweets of the French consul
general for Alquds (Jerusalem) Pierre
Cochard, the Ringleader of the terrorist
Mojahedin Khalq Organization (MKO)
Maryam Rajavi has traveled to Tel Aviv to
negotiate anti-lranian measures with the
[sraeliregime's PM Benjamin Netanyahu.

“l was surprised today by the news
received from a former colleague with
whom [worked in Tehran; Maryam Rajavi,
the co-leader ofthe People's Mojahedin
Organization of Iran (PMOI) visited Israel,”
hetweetedon]July 17.

“OnJuly 17, Mrs. Rajavi left Tirana tojoin
Tel Aviv. This trip was arranged through
Rudy Giuliani, the personal advocate of
President Trump and Boaz Rodkin, the
Israeli Ambassadorto Albania,” he added.

“Mrs. Rajaviislikely to meet Yossi Cohen,

the director of Mossad who has already
cooperated with the Mujahideen on the
Iranian nuclearissue. Duringher trip to
Tel Aviv, Mrs. Rajavi will also meet with
the Prime Minister of Israel,” the French
diplomatwrote on the same day.

“Mrs. Rajavi holds the title of Political
Refugee in France. Her talks with the
Jewish State have notbeen authorized by
the French ChancelleryinIsrael,” he noted.
“Mr. Netanyahuannounced a few days ago
thathe will soonreveal news about the
nuclearactivities of the Islamic Republic,”
Cochard continued.

The MKO which is said to be a cult which
turns humansinto obedientrobots, turned
againstlranafterthe 1979 Revolutionand
has carried out several terrorist attacks
killing senior officialsin Iran; yet the West
which says cultism is wrong and claims
tobe againstterrorism, supports this
terroristgroup officially.

After the Islamic Revolutionin 1979, the
MKO began its enmity against Iran by

killings and terroristactivities.

Maryam Rajavihasbeen theleader ofthe
sect for more than 25 years,and during
these years, no elections, even based on
formality, hasbeenheld to select the new
leader. The sectisruled through dictatorial
arrangements and far from democratic
mechanisms. Some members have
launched aborted attempts to escape the
Liberty Camp, and generally faced with
failure, they have committed suicide.
Recentlymanyreportshavebeenrevealing
the close cooperation between the Saudi
and the terrorist MKO officials, too.

News

regionwith thehelp ofregional countries.”

Movement (NAM) meetings before continuing
the South American tourto Nicaragua. Heisnow
in Boliviaasthefinal step ofhisdiplomaticjourney.

Pompeo Says US Ready
to Provide Security
Guarantees for North Korea's

Denuclearization

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has said that
Washingtonisready to provide North Korea with
security guarantees, includinganonaggression
arrangement,asacorresponding measure forits
denuclearization.

Pompeorepeated Washington's call for Pyongyang
totakeaction to measure up to anagreementits
leader Kim Jong-un and US President Donald
Trump reached duringtheir first-ever summitin
Junelastyear.

Irancallson Nigeriato
provide Sheikh Zakzaky with
promptmedical treatment

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousavi
pointedtoreportswhichindicatethatSheikhIbrahim
Zakzaky and his wife need immediate medical
treatmentoutside the country, callingon Nigerian
authoritiestotakeactioninthisregard.

“It is expected from Nigerian authorities to
immediately allow Sheikh Ibrahim Zakzaky outside
ofdetentionand provide him with appropriateand
promptmedicalservices,” hesaid Tuesday.
Alsovoicing concern over yesterday’s clashes in
Nigeria’s Abuja,Mousavi condemned the use of force
intheprotests.

Hehighlighted the need to preserve security and
stabilityin Nigeriaand called for practicingrestraint
andsolvingdifferencesthrough dialogue.

Hesaid thatitisnecessaryto speed up the medical
treatment procedure of Sheikh Zakzaky and
eliminate concernsoverhishealthstatus.
Accordingtoreports,in Monday’s protests of the
IslamicMovementofNigeria (IMN),whodemandthe
release oftheirleader Sheikh Zakzaky, six protestors
and onepolicemanwerekilled in Abuja

'

Iran: No Need for Persian Gulf
Military Escort Plan

Iran’s First Vice-President EshaqJahangiri dismissed the US
ideaofestablishingmilitary escorts forshipsinthe Persian Gulf,
stressingthatsecurity oftheregion comes withinthe purview of
Iranand otherregional statesalone.
Incommentsduringavisittoanexhibitioninthe northerncity of
Karajon Tuesday,Jahangirirejected the Americanplansforwhat
the Pentagon has called anew securityinitiative in the Persian
Gulffor deterringattacks on commercial ships.
“Thereisnoneed forthe formation ofa coalition to protectthe
region,” thevice presidentunderlined, sayingIranhasbeena
guardian ofthe Persian Gulfthroughouthistory.

The foreign parties thatseekto setup coalitions have always
aggravatedinsecuritywhenevertheyhavelefttheirownregions,
Jahangirideplored, stressing, “Iran canensure the security ofthe

The only way to enjoy a safe region isto remove pressures on
Iran, he said,adding, “The enemies mustenter negotiations
andlogical dialogue withoutimposing pressure on Iran,and
thentheywill seethatagoodand calmregion will be there for
everyone.”

Healso said thattherecentdevelopmentsin the Persian Gulf
demonstrated thatitis possibletosettle conflicts throughlogical
dialoguewithIranwithrespectandinteraction, warningthatany
otherapproachtodealingwith Tehranwould resultinadefeat
and harm theregion.His comments came after the Pentagon
said the USisworkingonanewsecurityinitiativeinthe Persian
Gulfby “shiningaflashlight” in the region to deter attacks on
commercial ships.“Thisis nota coalition againstIran... Ifyou
weremilitarily confrontingIran, thisisnotthe constructthatyou
would use,” said Kathryn Wheelbarger; one of the most senior
policyofficialsatthe Pentagon.

“The

goalistoincrease maritime

domainawarenessand surveillance capabilitiesin theregionto
dissuademalignaction,” Reuters quoted herassaying.
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Germany won't join US anti-Iran maximum

pressure campaign: Mass

Germany’s Foreign Minister Heiko Maas says the country will not
follow US President Donald Trump’s approach toward Iran, instead

prioritizing de-escalation through diplomacy:.

According to Associated Press, Maas said while in Paris today that
Germany doesnotwanttojoininthe US’s maximum-pressure strategy.
Following discussions with British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt

10000 Rials

yesterday and French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian today, the German
diplomatsaid that Europe will continue to play the “diplomatic card.”
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colleagueshave the same opinion.”
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Top Commander Death of Amano
canraise U.S-
Iran Condemns Irantensions;
Violencein Nigeria, Iraqipolitical
Urges Release of analyst
Sheikh Zakzak A famous Iraqi political
Y analyst Mohammad Abbas
Central Bank Al-tamimisaid to ILNAnews
agency that role of Yukiya
of Iran Reports Amano was impressive in
Growthin signingIran'snuclear deal

during the Barack Obama
era.The professor at the
University of Baghdad added
“The review of Amano's
official remarksreflectshis

Deposits, Loans (4)
Morningcalltoprayer :

04:37:56 positiveviewonlIran'snuclear

Noon call to prayer: program, so hewas hea.vily

Ly involvedinthe negotiations

13:09:52 thatled tothelandmarkIran

Eveningcalltoprayer: nuclear deal. Yukiya Amano,

20:27:04 the Japanese diplomatwho

led the International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA) for

adecadehasdiedat72,the

agencyannounced Monday.

Thenewsofhisdeathcomesat

atimeofincreasingconcerns

and escalatingtensions over

High:38°c [ran'snuclear program, after
Low:19°c Us.

The German top diplomatadded “whatwe need is de-escalation, and my British and French

Industry min., responsible forissuing

cryptocurrency production license

Iran-IraqTies Serve Regional Security:

President Rouhani

President of Iran Hassan Rouhani called for the

enhancementofrelations with Iraq, saying closer ties

between the two neighbors would contribute to regional

security and stability.

o

Incommentsatameeting ofhigh-
ranking delegations of Iran and
Iraqg, heldin Tehran on Monday
NEWS evening, Rouhanihighlighted
NEWS the effectiveness of meetings
IR andreciprocal visits by the two
countries’ officials, saying, “Fortunately
inrecentyears, effective steps have been
taken for deepening Tehran-Baghdad
relations, and this trend will continue.”
“Today, the friendly relations between
Tehran and Baghdad are at a level
thatthe presence of Iranian and Iraqi
representatives ensures mutual interests
ofboth countries,” the president’s official
website quoted himas saying.
“Inthe absence of enough and lasting
stability and security in the region, the
development of cooperation between
Tehran and Baghdad will surely enhance
the security and stability in the region.”
headded.
“Iran has been, and will be, the main
guardian of security and freedom of
navigationin the Persian Gulf, the Strait
of Hormuz and the Sea of Oman,” he said,
stressing thatthe Islamic Republicisnot
willing to escalate tensionsintheregion
and with other countries, and will never
initiate warand tension.
Healso emphasized, “We believe thatthe
issues ofthe region should be resolved
through dialogue, negotiation and
cooperation between neighbors and
regional countries.
“Iran and Iraq can promote their
cooperation in the development of
regional stability and security, as two
friendly and neighboring countries.”

|SFAHAN

Referring to Iran-Iraq agreements on
dredging the Arvand River, the president
said accelerating the implementation of
theseagreementsisintheinterestofthe
twonations.

Rouhanialso called for the development
of relations between the two countries in
differentfields suchasrailways, formation
ofjointborderareas, energy, especially oil
and electricity, and the development of
jointventures.

“The developmentoflran-Iraqbanking
cooperationisimportantin expanding
the commercial and economicrelations
between the two countries,” he added.
Referringto the two countries’ agreement
on facilitating the issuance of visas and
the development ofbilateral relations,
Rouhani said, “I appreciate the Iraqi
government for considering special
facilities for the travel of Arbaeen pilgrims
tolraq.”

For his part, Prime Minister of [raq Adil
Abdul Mahdi, who washeadingthe senior
politicaland economicdelegation ofIraq,
praised Iran’s hospitality, saying, “The
feeling of friendship and brotherhood
of Iran and Iraq towards each otheris
mutual.”

Healso stated that the recentvisit of the
Iranian presidentto Iraqwasahistoricone
and milestoneintherelationsbetween
Tehran and Baghdad, saying, “The
officials of the two countries are serious
inimplementing the agreements made in
thatvisit.”

Referringto theimportance of developing
relationsand cooperation between Iran
and Iraqindifferentsectors, Abdul Mahdi
said, “We need towork hard to secure and
protecttheinterests of the two nations by
expandingourrelations.”

Denouncing conspiracies for escalating
tensionsintheregion, the Iraqi Prime
Minister said, “Iraq has never been,and
willnotbe, partofthe sanctions against
Iran.”

‘Deal of the Century’ stemming from US,
Israel miscalculation: Araghchi

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchion
Monday held talks with Saleh al-Arouri, the deputy
chairman ofthe political bureau of the Palestinian Islamic

Resistance Movement (Hamas), and his entourage in

Tehran.

During the Monday meeting,
which took place before
Araghchi's departure to France,
the Hamas official appreciated
\RERUWARY 1ran’s stances in support of
NEWS Palestine, and underlined the
_EEM  movement's solidarity with
the Islamic Republic against
the hostileacts of the US and the Zionist
regime.
Presenting a report on the latest
developments of Palestine, Al-Arouri
pointed to the so-called ‘Deal of the
Century’ and it pursues three major
issues: the fate of the Holy Quds, the
Palestinianrefugees, and the siege of
Gaza Strip.
The Hamas official said the Zionist-
Americaninitiativeisaimed atproviding
maximum benefits for the occupying
regime and creating new regional
arrangements focused on theregime.
Al-Arourialso underlined the necessity of
counteringthe dangerousinitiative, and
called fortheIslamiccountries’jointeffort
toliberate Palestine and return refugees.
Araghchi, for his part, stressed that

%J/g;t
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supporting Palestine is aninseparable
partofthe Islamic Revolution, and Iran
will continue to back Palestine and
counter theillegitimate goals pursued by
the USandtheIsraeliregimeintheregion.
“The American ‘Deal of the Century’
initiative, which hasbeen proposed with
the aim of ending the issue of Palestine,
stems from the miscalculation of the US
and the Zionistregime, and is doomed
to failure because of the integrated
resistance of the Palestinian people and
the axis ofresistance,” Araghchinoted.
Healsohighlighted the need for forminga
coalition of Muslim states to take aunited
stancein opposition to theinitiative and
insupportoftheliberation of Palestine.
The Iranian official further pointed to the
US’ policy of “maximum pressure” against
theIslamic Republic,and said, “This policy
isalso another miscalculated move by
the USwhich hasresulted in the Iranian
people’s ‘maximum resistance’ policy.”
“The USwill definitely achieve nothing
through this policy,” headded.

Viennato hostnextJCPOA
jointcommission meeting
onJuly28

Iranian Foreign Ministry announced on Monday
thatthe nextextraordinary meeting of the joint
commissiononthe 2015 nuclear deal - the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action - will be held in
Viennaon]uly 28.

Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyyed Abbas said.

Mousavisaid the meetingwill be held atthelevel of
deputy foreign ministersand managingdirectors.
"Followingthe previous meeting ofthe JCPOA joint
commission onJune 28, the Islamic Republic of
Iran’snew policy of halting the implementation of
some of its JCPOA commitments yielded obvious
and practical results, and the European sides
requested thatthe newssituationbediscussedina
JointCommission meetingatthelevel of deputies
before the meeting of foreign ministers," Mousavi
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