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Chogha
Recreational
Hill Known
asthe"Roof
of Borujerd"
inthe Iran

Chogharecreational
hillis one of the major
tourist centers and
entertainment of
Borujerd in terms
of its rich sources,
composed of volcanic
rocks, wild and
rare plant species
and because of its
particular position.
ChoghaRecreational
Hill Known as the
&quot;Roof of
Borujerd&quot; in
thelran
Choghahillis visible
from the entrances
of the city and one
canstand above and
see the extent and
breadth of the city,
green, recreational
areas, scenic
landscape of Fadak
garden, and the
monuments of city in
the eastsuchas]Jame
Mosque and Imam
Mosque of Borujerd,
Goldasht big and
beautiful plain in
the west, Silakhor
plain in south and
historical bridge of
the Hatam Castle in
thenorth.

The heightofthishill
isnottheonlyreason
of its value, but its
design as a rocky
park, appropriate
road, infrastructures
such as Zagros
international
four star hotels,
an artificial lake,
waterfall and
fountain,appropriate
sculpture in park
design, martyrs
and an anonymous
mausoleum  has
madeitintoaunique
attraction.
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Iran

Kerman, also called Carmania, is the capital of the Iranian province, Kerman
Province. Thecityisthelargestaswellasthe mostdeveloped cityinthe province
and containing many touristattractions. Itis also renowned forits history and
cultural heritage. The numerous Zoroastrian Fire Temples are spellbindingand
awe-inspiringasarethebazaars, mosquesand museums.

Geographical Location

The city of Kerman is located in
southeastlran,about1,036 km from
Tehran. Itis situated on aflat plain
alongthe Sahib AlZaman Mountain,
about5,758 feetabovesealevel. Itis
surrounded by mountains and this
hasan effecton the climate.

The northern part of Kerman city
islocatedinadry desertand this
means that this partof the city has
anarid desertclimate. On the other
hand, the southern partof the city
isin the highlands, and hence, it
hasamore moderate climate. On
the whole, Kerman has amoderate
climate compared to restof Iran.
Sinceitislocated in the vicinity of
Kavir-e Lutdesert, the summersare
hotand dry. Inspring, you can expect
severe sandstorms. However, for the
restoftheyear,Kermanenjoysacool,
salubrious climate.

History of Kerman

Kerman was founded in the 3rd
century by Ardeshir [ and was
known as Veh-Ardashir. Ardashir
Iwasresponsible for founding the
Sassanid Empire. However, in 642
AD, the Muslims started ruling
the area. Initially, the city was
quite isolated and this allowed
Zoroastrians and Kharijites to
practice theirreligionin peace. By
698 AD, unfortunately, the Kharijites
were wiped out from the city, and
by 725 AD, most of the people of
Kermanwere practicing Islam.

In the 10th century, Buyid Dynasty
ruled Kerman and this reign stayed
intacteven when Mahmud of Ghazna
took overtheregion. [twas around
this time that the name of the city
changed to Kerman.

Even the Seljuk Turks ruled over
Kerman in the 11th and 12th
centuries. However, this had no
impactonthecityasitmaintainedits
independence. By the 13th century,

Kerman was a major trading hub,
connecting the region to Central
Asiaand Khorasan. It was during
the Safavid Dynasty that Kerman
expanded and grew rapidly.

In 1793, the Qajar dynasty fell to Lotf
AliKhanand he conquered Kerman
in 1794. He won a lot of support
from the people and this angered
Agha Mohammad Khan, who waged
misery on theresidents. The city
was destroyed significantly, but the
peoplerallied torebuild itin the
19th century, a little towards the
northwestofthe original city.
Demographics of Kerman

Like therestofIran,a majority of
the populationin Kermanis Persian
and they practice Shia Islam.
However, the city still has a small
by strong Zoroastrian minority.
The total population of the city is
approximately 621,374.

If you are looking for Kerman
tourismattraction, youshould make
itapointto visitthe city onJuly 1
whenitcelebratesJashne Tirgan,
anancientrain festival. The festival
honors Tir, an archangel, who the
locals believe is responsible for
thunderandlightning which bring
themuch-neededraintotheregion.
Another ancient festival that goes
back to the Achaemenid Empire
is Sadeh. Itisa winter festival that
honors fire, which local belief says
candefeatdarkness, cold and frost.
Kerman has long been a hub for
carpet manufacturing. You willlove
thered colorofthe Kerman carpets
thathave abroad floral patterned
border. The weavers design these
lush carpets with animal, figural and
trees motifs.

However, no trip to Kerman is
complete without tasting some of
thelocal delicacies. Ifyou have a
sweettooth, youwilllove Kolompeh,
apastry filled with minced dates,

cardamom powder and other
flavorings. Itisrich, satiatingand
delicious.

Zoomin:
Faloodeh-e-Kermaniisarefreshing
sorbet that you will love. It is a
beautiful combination of fragrant
rose water, droplets of starch,
vermicelliand sugar syrup. Another
famous thing to try in Kerman is
Doogh. The Iranians have been
consuming Doogh from ancient
times, and Kerman is no different.
Dooghisanourishingandrefreshing
yogurt-based drink. Theice and the
flavor offresh mintleaves usedin this
drinkarejustwonderful.
Recreation and Tourism Places
You will find more than one Kerman
tourism attraction when you visit
the city. Startyour sightseeing from
Bazar-e Sartasari,one ofIran’s oldest
trading hubs. Thisisathoroughfare
with fourbazaarsand youwill have
a fun time browsing through the
shopsand roadside stalls. One of
the bazaars, Bazar-e Ganj Ali Khan,
builtinthe 17th century.lItis close to
Hamame-e Ganj Ali Khan, an ancient
Persian bathhouse whichisnowa
stunning museum.

Then there is the Bazar-e Mesgari
Shomaliwhichisacoppersmith’s
bazaar.Itisahome to manyantique
stores. And, the third bazaar is
Bazar-e Zargaran, the gold bazaar.
Thisbazaarislocated toafunctional
men’s bathhouse, the Hamam-e
Ebrahim Khan.

Gonbad-e Jabaliye is another
Kerman tourism attraction whichis
anoctagonal structure observatory.
Today, it is a museum with old
tombstones.

Those who love anything mystical
canvisit Moshtari-ye Moshtaq Ali
Shah.Itisamausoleum ofaSufisaint,
Moshtaq Ali Shah. If you want to
learn more about the eight-year
war that Iran fought with Iraq,
visitthe Museum of Holy Defence.
Here, you can see tanks, missile
launchersand bunkers outin front
ofthe museum. You can also find
many weapons, images of the war,
documents and letters inside the
museum.

ATTRACTION

Subatanin Northof
Iran, A Giftof Nature

Subatanislocated 36km to the northwest of
Talesh, inthe northern province of Gilan.
Thereisno electricity in Subatan and the most
important feature of this genuine paradise is
thatthereis nonetwork coverage or mobile data
connection.

Itisaccessible from Neor Lakein Ardabil as well.
Mid-springand summerare the besttimes to visit
Subatan.Ithasaunique nature with full of flowers
inblossom. Earlyautumnisalsoagreatseason
tovisittheregion. There are few permanent
residentsinthevillage during the winter because
ofits cold weather.

One cantake several routes toreach Subatan, two
of which are more well-known. The firstis via
Talesh. Subatanislocated 17 km from Neor Lake
and one canreach thevillage by trekking.

The beautiful landscapes of Subatan and the
picturesque sceneries on the way to the place
are the main touristattractions for people who
ventureinto thisregion.

Walking on green pastures, breathing fresh air,
and enjoying water in springare among the main
highlights and attractions of Subatan.
Subatanalsoboasts of delicacies cooked by tribal
people.

Batman Bolaq Spring, Ganjkhaneh Cave, Salsal
Spring, Varzan Waterfall and horse grazing field
arealsoamongthe must-see places oftheregion.
One ofthe interesting pointsislocal people
cooperate with travelersto collectthe garbage.
Taleshisawonderful mountainous area, and
its virgin and intact nature is acharming place
forthose wholove nature. [tis situated 140 km
northwest of Rasht, on the southwestern coast
ofthe Caspian Sea. Talesh coversanareaof2,373
squarekilometers.

Neor Lakeislocated 48 km southeastofthe city
of Ardabil atan altitude of 2,700 meters above
sealevel.

With an area of more than 220 hectares, itis
composed ofasmallerandalargerbasin, which
gets connected during the rainy season forming
asinglelake. The maximum depth of this lake
reaches 5.5 meterswithanaverage depth ofthree
meters.

Walking from Neor Lake to Subatan Villageisone
ofthebestchoicesforyoutoseealake, forestand
abeautiful village on the same trip. You can also
enjoy avariety of weather (sunny, rainy, foggy,
etc.) duringthe same day.

Neor Lake is habitat to the rainbow troutand
birds such as; ruddy shelduck and migrant
swallows. Sports, fishingand otherrecreational
activities are common and popularamongst
visitorsatthislake.

World Crafts Council
assessingregistration
ofhistoric marketplace
in Qazvin

The World Crafts Council - Asia Pacific Region
(WCC-APR)isassessingpossibleregistration ofthe
19th-century Sa’d al-Saltaneh marketplace, which
islocated adjacenttoahistorical caravanseraiofthe
samenamein Iran’s Qazvin province.

WCC-APR Director Ghada Hijavi paid a visit to the
marketplace on Thursday, IRNA reported.
Sa’dal-Saltaneh handicrafts market canrepresent
Iranians of [the whole] Iran and its various tribes
and by the means of better planning, it can attract
many tourists from many parts of the world, she
said.

Hijavi proposed establishing of a museum
dedicated to handicrafts from all over the globe in
ornextto the marketplace,adding suchamuseum
along with offering handicrafts in appropriate
packages are among necessities for the global
registration of this place, as the first ever Iranian
handicrafts market.




Tariffrates of SO0 goods shrinkin
Iran-North Caucasus trade ties

Tariffrates ofanumber 0f800 goods and commodities decreased
inbusinessrelationship between Islamic Republic of Iran and
North Caucasus region.Minister of Energy Reza Ardakanian
made the remarks Sunday in summit of 15th Summit of Iran-
RussiaJoint Economic Cooperation Commission and added, “the
Temporary Free Trade Agreementis concluded between Iranand

Federation hasbeen moved forwardinrecentyears, he reiterated.
In his meeting with the Minister of the Russian Federation
for North Caucasus Affairs Sergey Viktorovich Chebotarev,
Ardakanian stated, “with a population of 10 million, North
Caucasusregion hasanimportantand key role for boosting
bilateral relationship between Islamic Republic of Iran and
Russian Federationin a way thatthisregionis considered asan
entrance gateway for Iran’s goods to Russiaand vice versa.”

He pointed to the five separate visits between Iranian and Russian

bilateral tiesbetween Iran and Russia
inall political, security,economicand
cultural dimensions.”

Location of North Caucasusregion
en route International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC)
has contributed development of
cooperation, so thatIslamic Republic
of Iran has taken widespread measures

five Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) member states,basedon presidentsand also strengthening parliamentary diplomacy for connectingdomesticrail networks with
which, tariffrates of more than 800 commodities willbe subject between Tehran and Moscow and emphasized, “in general, thiscorridor, hesaid,adding, “the recentinauguration of Qazvin-
to tariffdeduction.” trade and business delegations of the two countrieshave held Rashtrailwayline,aslongas 165 km, isa clear example of this
Thebusiness ties between Islamic Republic of Iranand Russian  various expert-level sessions which shows developmentof claim.”
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- OPEC WarnsTensions Hurting Qil ,
N Turningaway
' Market fromUSD:
Russia, Iran have Russia, EU
potential to increase n mullinclusion
bilateral trad e OPEC saic.l that international. trade te.nsio.ns ,'j W\ L' ofllatiOIEal ]
Russian-Irani d ded $1.7 billion are hurting demand for oil, slashing its A3 > currenciesin
Zgisélabn- rz;llmantra eex.ceehe h' ' 1on-1r; estimates for consumption earlier in the year E; i3 | B ~ jﬁ trades
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toincrease thisindicator, Russian Minister for SN <P x Moscowand Brussels
North Caucasus Affairs Sergei Chebotarev said are keen on quickly
on Sunday:. P extending the use of
"In 2018, bilateral trade exceeded $1.7 billion, mymmm Theorganization, dueto = | KR therubleand the euro
anditgrew compared to2017", Chebotarev a“‘dﬂ" meetinthe coming weeks EER tobilateral payments,
saidatajointIran-Russiaeconomicforumin ISFA“AN tosetproductionlevels Hure says the Russian
the Iranian capital of Tehran. N E w s for the second half, said Finance Minister
The minister noted that this volume was demandincreased by less AntonSiluanov.
very modest adding that Russia and Iran NEWS than 1 million barrels per Russia's  Siluanov
had a "much higher potential” in this field. TSN day in the first quarter and Maros Sefcovic,

According to him, the two sides must do
everything possible to achieve anewlevelin
bilateral trade, Sputnikreported.

The two countries maintain close ties in
hydrocarbons trade and work jointly on
peaceful nuclear power projects in Iran.
Earlier thisweek, Iran moved to create a free
trade zone with the Eurasian Economic Union,
which Russiais partof.

Chebotarevalso said that Russiaisinterested
in establishing an energy corridor with Iran
besides developing north-south, as well as
east-westtransportation corridors.

He wenton to say thatthe Caucasusregionis
eager to expand ties with Iran in many areas,
especiallyin tourism cooperation.

US extends sanctions
waiver for Iraq toimport
Iranian gas, power:
Report

The United States hasreportedly granted
Iraganother sanctions waiver to continue
importing crucial Iranian gas needed by
Baghdad to stop massive blackouts across the
country.

Although there has been no official
confirmation, Iraq Oil and Gas Reportstated
that US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
okayed the new waiver on Friday, just three
days before the end of the previous 90-day
period.

Iraq is heavily reliant on Iranian gas to
keep thelights onathome due to a massive
shortfallin electricity production compared
to demand. With the long hot summer
juststarting, Baghdad fears thataloss of
Iranian supplies could lead to instability.
Although Iraqislookingto fix its damaged
infrastructure, there are few fast options.
The US granted waivers to several countries
thatrelied heavily on Iranian oiland gas when
itreimposed sanctions on Tehran lastyear
butdid notrenew the waiversin May this year.

after cutting its assessmentby
more than 20%, Bloomberg
reported.

The world economyisheaded for
its weakest growth inadecade,
buffeted by a prolonged tariff
battle between the USand China.
“Throughout the first half of
this year, ongoing global trade
tensions have escalated,”
resulting in “weaker growth
in global oil demand,” the
organization’s Vienna-based
secretariatsaid inits monthly
report,according to Financial
Tribune.“The observed slowdown
inthe global economyin the first
halfwill be further challenged in

Oil prices slumped into a bear
marketlastweek, sinkingbelow
$60 per barrel in London for
the firsttime since January, on
concerns that falteringdemand
would lead to a crude surplus
even as the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
anditsallies keep supplyin check.
Prices surged 3% Thursday on
suspected attacks on oil tankers
inthe Persian Gulf.

Although OPECreduced demand
estimates for the first quarter, it
keptforecastsfor2019 asawhole
mostly unchanged and projects

accelerate during therestofthe
year. World demand will rise by
1.14 million bpd, or 1.2%, on
average thisyear,down from an
estimate of1.21 millionbpdinlast
month’sreport.

As aresult, thereportsignaled
that if OPEC maintains
production atcurrentlevels, then
global markets should tighten
significantly during the third
quarter,byabout 1.3 million bpd.
Outputfromits 14 members fell
by 236,000 bpd to 29.9 million
bpdlastmonthasthe UStightened
itssqueeze onIranian exports, it

thesecond half.” that consumption growth will said.
o o exportsofup to $5.6 billion. governmentnotification said.
Indiato mpose India termed that “unfortunate” and

retaliatory tariffs on
28 U.S.goods from
Sunday

India willimpose higherretaliatory
tariffs on 28 U.S. productsincluding
almonds, apples and walnuts from
Sunday, following Washington’s
withdrawal of key trade privileges for
New Delhi.

The new duties take effect from Sunday,
agovernmentnotification said, in the
latesttrade row since U.S. President
Donald Trump took office in 2017
vowingtoactagainst countries with
which Washington has alarge trade
deficit.

From June 5, President Trump
scrapped trade privileges under the
Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) forIndia, the biggest beneficiary
of ascheme thatallowed duty-free

vowed touphold itsnationalinterests.
Reuters previously reported India was
preparingtolevy higher tariffs ahead
of Prime Minister Narendra Modji’s first
meeting with Trump on the sidelines of
aG20 summitin]apanonJune 28 and
29.Indiainitiallyissued an orderinJune
lastyeartoraiseimporttaxesashighas
120% onaslewofU.S.items, incensed
by Washington’s refusal to exempt it
from higher steel and aluminum tariffs.
But New Delhi repeatedly delayed
raising tariffs as the two nations
engaged intrade talks. Trade between
them stood atabout $142.1 billionin
2018.

India on Saturday amended its previous
order “to implementthe imposition of
retaliatory duties on 28 specified goods
originatingin or exported from USA”
while preserving the existing rate for
these goods forall other countries, the

Higher Indian tariffs on U.S. goods
could impact growing political and
security ties between the two nations.
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo,
who is expected to visit India this
month, said thisweek the United States
was open to dialogue toresolve trade
differences with India, through greater
access for American companies to its
markets.

Indiais by far thelargestbuyer of U.S.
almonds, paying $543 million for more
than half of U.S. almond exports in
2018,U.S.Departmentof Agriculture
datashows. Itis the second largest
buyer of U.S. apples, taking $156
millionworthin2018.

New Delhi’'snewrulesinareassuchas
e-commerce and datalocalization have
already angered the United States and
hit companies such as Amazon.com,
Walmart Inc, Mastercard and Visa,
amongothers.
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IKIA’s free trade zone to facilitate

vice-president of
the Energy Union
at the European
Commission, met
in Moscow this
week. During their
meeting, the two
sides discussed
switching to the
national currencies for
payments for energy
resources.

“Wehave agreed now
to study thisissuein
moredetailatthelevel
of specialistsand toset
upworkingbodies for
thisdecision,’ Siluanov
said on Friday,as cited
by TASS.

The minister’s
spokesman, Andrey
Lavrov, earlier said
wider use of the
ruble and the euro
isbeneficial forboth
sidesasitcanmitigate
risks for Russianand
Europeanbusinesses.
He added that the
working group will
lookintothepractical
stepsofusingnational
currenciesinbilateral
trade.
Meanwhile,
the European
Commission  told
TASS that the idea
to create a special
governing body is
being considered;
however, there’s no
final decision on the
matteryet.

Last  year, the
European
Commission came
up with an initiative
to boost the role
of the euro in the

trade of goods

Imam KhomeiniInternational IKIA into a major cargo and
Airport’s (IKIA) free trade passengerhubintheMiddleEast. bid to challenge the
zone will soon be ready for Shesaid,connectingIKIAtothe dominance ofthe US
economicactivitiesthroughthe international transportation dollar,
establishmentofanewcustoms networks,including the East-
buildingand stockroom,asenior Westand North-South corridors,
officialatimamKhomeiniAirport aswellaslinkingittothenational =}
City Company (IKAC) said on railway and Tehran’s subway
Saturday. systemareamongthe mainsteps
According to Azar Movahedi, toachievesuchagoal.

the deputy head of IKAC’s Todoso,aprojectwaslaunched
infrastructureaffairs,themoveto in2015 to createanairportcity
expand theairport'sthroughput (IKAC) near IKIA, with special
capacitiescomesinlinewiththe focus on hosting businesses,
Ministry of Roads and Urban production and industrial
Development’spolicytoevolve activities.

strategic energy
sector,inanapparent
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Tankerat-
tacksinSeaof
Omangowith
US sanctions:
Larijani

The suspicious moves
againstoiltankersinSea
ofOmangoalongwiththe
USeconomicsanctionson
[ran, ParliamentSpeaker
AliLarijanisaid Sunday.
InaParliamentsession
on Sunday, Speaker Ali
Larijanisaidthe Thursday
oiltankersincidentinthe
Seaof Omanhasall the
markingsofbeingcarried
out by the US after the
countryfailedtoachieve
any results with their
economicsanctionson
Iran.

He said the US has
a track record of
fabricating tension to
use it as a pretext for
theiraggression, noting
the incidents during
the world war in which
Americanswould target
their own ships near
Japantogivethemselves
an excuse to ramp up
aggression against the
Asiancountry.

“The funny part of the
storyisPompeo’sremarks
inwhichhehasadvised
Irantousediplomacyin
response to diplomatic
moves.He'sreallyafine
onetotalk’Larijanisaid.
He went on to note
that there is nothing
diplomatic in the US’
policy of maximum
pressure, and its
economic terrorism
againstlran.
“Mr.Pompeo!Isviolating
commitmentsandwaging
aneconomicwaragainst
[ranadiplomaticmove?”
Larijanialso maintained
thatthe US’measuresin
Venezuela, orthearming
of Saudi Arabiain their
war against Yemen, or
thesupporttothelsraeli
regimeinitsaggression
againstthe Palestinians
arenotapoliticalmove.
On Thursday, two oil
tankers - one sailing
under a Panama flag
and owned by Japan
andanotherbearingthe
MarshallIslands’ ensign
owned by Norwegian
Frontline-werehitbyyet
unspecified accidentsin
the Seaof Oman. Iranian
rescuers rushed to the
assistance, transferringall
oftheir44crewmembers
tolran'ssouthernshores.
Followingtheattack, US
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeoaccused Iran of
carryingouttheattacks
without providing any
evidence tobackuphis
accusation.

Anti-Iran Sanctions Detrimental to US,
Alliesin LongTerm: Official

Senioradviserto the [ranian parliament speaker forinternational
affairs Hossein Amir Abdollahian highlighted the anti-Tehran
sanctions' negativeimpactsontheeconomiesofthe USanditsalliesand
said theembargoeswillbe harmfultotheminthelongrun.

US President Donald Trump cannot continue the sanctions and
pressures against the Islamic Republicin the long term, Amir
Abdollahiansaidinalive TV programlate on Saturday.
“Continuation of this trend (economic sanctions) will be to the
detrimentofthe USanditsallies,”headded.

The top adviser further pointed to the country’s progress since the

victoryofthe 1979 IslamicRevolution,andsaid, “For40years, the great
peopleoflranhave endured sanctionsand gained significant progress
inthewake ofthesesanctions.”

Theremarks cameagainstthebackdrop ofincreased tensionsbetween
[ranand the USwith Washingtonimposingnew sanctions againstthe
IslamicRepublic.

The US has ratcheted up pressure on Iran since last year after
withdrawingfromthe JCPOA.

Sincethen, theadministration of US President Donald Trumpistrying
toreduce Iran’s oil exports to “zero,”and has sentanaircraft carrier
strikegroup,abombersquad,anamphibiousassaultship,andaPatriot
missilebatterytothe Middle Easttotry tostackup pressure on Tehran.
Iranianofficials, however, have dismissed suchmovesaspsychological

‘Japandismisses US claim that Iran
attacked tankers’

warfare, saying the countryhasitsown
ways of circumventing the American
bansandsellingcrude oil.

Onthe firstanniversary of the US
withdrawal from the nuclear
deal, Iran announced thatitwould
suspend theimplementation ofsome
of its commitments under the deal,
announcing thatitwould stop exporting
excessuraniumand heavy water, settinga 60-

day deadline forthe five remaining parties to the deal to take practical
measures towards ensuringitsinterestsin the face ofthe American
sanctions.

NEWS

UK’s Corbyn: No'Credible

Japaneseofficials say Tokyohasdismissedaclaimby the
United StatesthatIranattacked two oiltankers —both
ofthem carrying “Japanese-related” cargo —inthe Sea
ofOman.

Evidence' of Iran Rolein
Tanker Attacks

Labour partyleader Jeremy Corbyn urged the UK
governmentto abstain from escalating tensions with
Iran without “credible evidence” that Tehran was

Japan’s Kyodo news agency

=

cited informed state
officials as saying Tokyo
had demanded that
Washington examine
the case further,and that
grainy video footage
released by the US as
supposed evidence was unclear
and could notbe used to prove
anything.

One official said the Japanese
governmentwas notconvinced
by the material, which the
official called “nothing beyond
speculation.”

The official said Japan’s Foreign
Minister Taro Kono had in
a Friday phone conversation
with US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo demanded more datain
thecase.

The Japanese-owned Kokuka
Courageous and Norwegian-
owned Front Altair oil tankers
were struck by explosions near
the strategic Straitof Hormuz
on Thursday morning. Japan’s
government said both vessels
were carrying “Japanese-
related” cargo.

Shortly after the two tankers
were hit by the explosions,
Pompeoblamed Iran. A daylater,
US President Donald Trump
made a similar claim. Neither
offered any evidence, and the
footage that wasreleased was
said by US officials to show
Iranian personnel removing an
“unexploded” mine.

Iran hasrejected the allegations.
Expertshave said the explosions
could have been false flags to
implicate Iran at the time of a
historicvisitbyJapanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe to Iran,
afirstofits kind in more than
40 years. Prime Minister Abe
was meeting with Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei when the
explosionshappened.
According to Kyodo, a source
close to Prime Minister Abe also
said that the footage did not
provean Iranian attack.
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Separately,aJapanese Foreign
Ministry source said the attack
being sophisticated was no
reason to blame Iran. Such
acharacteristic,according to
the source, could alsoimplicate
the USand Israel —Iran’s main
adversaries.

The Japanese operator of one of
the tankersalsosaidithad been
hitby “aflying object,” notamine.
A shortwhile after theincident,
Iranianrescue officials picked
up adistresssignal sentby the
tankersand scrambled avessel,
which then safely removed the
crew from the waters around
theirburningships.

‘Thevideo means nothing!’
Independent intelligence
experts have expressed doubts
about whether the footage
released by the US incriminates
Iran,as US officials have claimed.
William Church, a former
military investigator for the
United Nations Security Council,
told Newsweek on Saturday that
the US had doctored evidence
before.

“TheUStrackrecord on ginning
up evidence for warisnotgood,”
he said. “Itlied in the run-up to
the Vietnam war [by inventinga
North Vietnamese attackonaUS
Navy ship in the Gulf of Tonkin
in1964],anditlied about WMD
(weapons of mass destruction)
before the Iraq war. So when
these tanker attacks happen,
we have to ask why and what’s
the motivation in addition to
examiningthe evidence.”
Church said much more needed
tobe known.

“The video means nothing. We
need to know how it was taken,
when was it taken, what was

the total sequence. Thenyou’d
have to talkto the peopleinthe
video to gettheir view of what
happened.Iwould checktosee
ifthe video was doctored. You
wouldneed to do everythingthat
atrainedinvestigator would do,”
hesaid.

Ayham Kamel,thehead of Middle
East analysis for the Eurasia
Group, an international risk
analysis consultancy, suggested
that Saudi Arabia might have
carried outattacks onthetankers
toblame them on Iran because
Riyadh was increasingly under
pressure fromretaliatory strikes
by Yemeni Houthis, whom the
Saudis claim are Iranian-backed.
“The Saudis are alarmed [by
theretaliatory Yemeni strikes,”
Kamel said. “Theirresponseis
goingtobetotrytopressurethe
USintoaction.”

Anthony Cordesman, a strategic
analystatthe Center for Strategic
and International Studies, also
raised the possibility that Riyadh,
or Abu Dhabi or Daesh, could
havebeenbehind theincidents.
“One has to keep asking the
question, well, ifitisn’tIran, who
the hellisit?” he said. “You come
up with the possibility thatISIS
(Daesh) carried outthe attack
astrigger to turn two enemies
— the United States and Iran
— againsteach other.Oryou’re
watching Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates create an
incidentthatthey canthenuse
toincreasethe pressureonlran.”
“The truth ofthe matteris either
you have evidence,oryoudon’t,”
headded.“Istherehard evidence
thatlIranis guilty? The answeris

»”

no.

responsible forattacks on two oil tankers.
Accordingto the Guardian, Corbyn said Britainrisked
increasing the threat of war after the Foreign Office
(FCO) said itwas “almost certain” inits assessment
that “abranch ofthe Iranian military ... attacked the
twotankerson 13 June”.

“Britain should actto ease tensionsin the (Persian)
Gulf, not fuel amilitary escalation thatbegan with US
withdrawal fromthe Irannuclearagreement. Without
credible evidence about the tanker attacks, the
government’srhetoricwill only increase the threat
ofwar,” healsosaidinatweet.

The FCO had said, “No other state or non-state actor
could plausibly have beenresponsible,” and pointed
toanalleged “recent precedent for attacks by Iran
againstoil tankers”.

The United States hasblamed Iran forattacks on two
oiltankersinthe Seaof Oman on Thursdayand Britain
followed suit with Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt,
accusing Tehran of “destabilizing” the region.
“These latest attacks build on a pattern of
destabilizing [ranian behavior and pose aserious
dangertotheregion,” Huntsaid inastatement.

Iran has denied any role in the event, and some
observershaveraised questions about whether the
intelligence was being used as a pretext for the US
to escalate conflict with the countryand bring back
Tehranto the negotiating table.

Araghchi, Schmid hold talks on
JCPOAinTehran

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchimet
and held talks with Secretary General of European
External Action Service Helga Schmid on Saturday
morningin Tehran.

On Wednesday, Helga Schmid referred to the Iran
nuclear deal,also known as JCPOA, as akey pillar of
security intheregion, saying thatshe would meetand
hold talks with Iranian officials on the status of JCPOA
and theactivation of EU's proposed trade mechanism
forIran, INSTEX.

Helga Schmid started an official visit to countries
inthe Persian Gulfregion, starting with the United
Arab Emirates followed by Oman, Qatar and Iran.
The visit takes place against the backdrop of the
prevailing tensionsin theregion. The visitwill also
aimatdiscussing the preservation ofthe nuclear deal
withIran,inthe wake ofthe US' unilateral pulloutfrom
theagreementand theimposition of sanctionsagainst
Tehran.

Followingthe US'withdrawal, the foreign ministers of
theremainingsignatoriestotheJCPOAagreedto create
tolaunch the European channel for transactions with
Iran, called INSTEX. The mechanismisyettobecome
operational.

Inthe previousweeks, German Foreign Minister Heiko
MaasandJapan's Prime Minister Shinzo Abe metwith
Iranian officialsand conferred onthe JCPOA, as well as
Iran-UStension.

Iran to Declare More
ReductioninJCPOA

[

Commitments on Monday

The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) is going
toissue anannouncementon June 17 abouta furtherhalt
to certain commitments underthe 2015 nuclear deal,
including plans for an unlimited rise in the stockpile of
enriched uranium.More than 70 representatives of I[ranian
media will visitthe heavy water nuclear facilities of Arak
on Monday to hear theannouncementaboutplans foran
unlimited increase in the enriched uranium stockpile and
asecond step thatIran could take to back off from certain
commitments under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of

Action (JCPOA).The AEOIwill also publicize the latest
measures forredesigning the Araksite’s research reactor
and process of increasing the output ofheavy waterin the
nuclear facility.Iran and the Group 5+1 (Russia, China, US,
Britain, France, and Germany) on July 14,2015, reached
aconclusion over the text ofthe 2015 nuclear deal.The
accord took effectin January 2016 and was supposed to
terminate all nuclear-related sanctions against Iran all
atonce, butitsimplementation was hampered by the US
policies and its eventual withdrawal from the deal.

On May 8,2018, US President Donald Trump pulled
his country out of the nuclear accord.Following the US
withdrawal, Iran and the remaining partieslaunched talks
tosavetheaccord.However,the EU’s failure ofensure Iran’s
economicinterests forced Tehran to stop honoring certain
commitmentsunderJCPOAin May 2019.Iranhasalsoseta

60-day deadline for Q_S;llk

theremainingJCPOA M‘ s
ti to fulfill

parties to fulfill ¢ ‘r('ﬁ

their undertakings. Vo s B8
In a meeting with [ )

Secretary General of o | g W
the European External g [
Action Service (EEAS) ‘

Helga Schmid on

Saturday, Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi
reminded the EU parties thatthe two-month deadline
will by no means be extended.For the first step in halting
certain commitments underthe JCPOA, Iran has ceased to
observe the limits on uranium enrichmentand begun to
produce an unlimited amountofheavy water atthe Arak
nuclear facility during the 60-day deadline.




Iran’s active diplomacy continues: F'M Zarif

Iran’s Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif posted several pictures from President Rouhani’s
meetings with some ofheads of state on the sidelines of the SCO and CICA summits, stressing Iran’s
active diplomacy continues.

[ran’s President, Hassan Rohani met with presidents of Russia, Chinaand Afghanistan on the sidelines
ofthe 19th Summit of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan and held talks
with Chief Executive of Afghanistan, President of Turkey, Emir of Qatar and president of Tajikistan on
thesidelines ofthe 5th Conference on Interactionand Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA)

in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.“Iran's active diplomacy continues: Excellent meetings bet. President @

10000 Rials HassanRouhani & presidents of Tajikistan & Turkey and Emir of Qatar in Dushanbeh. Productive talks
alsoheld with Pres. & Chief Executive of Afghanistan. Thad useful mtgw/new FM of India,” Zarif wrote
Monday,':llur;e;7, 2019, on his official Twitteraccount.
0.25
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unfairsanctionsimposed
onlranandRussiaisready
to help Iran to thwart
negativeimpacts ofthe US
sanctions.”

China, Iran and Russia
should develop their
economiccooperationto
enablelrantoconfrontthe
USmeasures againstthe
nucleardeal, hesaid.
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Low:20°¢c

Bolton and Pompeo are steering T'rump
toward war with Iran; US ex-official

The cause of increasing tensions between Iran and the

United Statesis the presence of people like John Bolton

and Mike Pompeointhe Trump Cabinet; former State

Departmentofficial in the Barack Obama administration
told ILNA.

. i B speaking to ILNA abandon_anyobligations".
: correspondent, Jeffrey A. Stacey said thaton the day the nuclear deal
ISFAHAN Staceyadded tha’t]ohn Bolton's Wasconcluded, everyone thoughtthe deal

N E w s rhetoric against Iran could couldresolve the differences between Iran
AT ultimately lead to a military and the United States. Barack Obama at

conflict between Iran and thattimesaid“thisaggreementisagreat

‘Japandismisses US claim
that Iran attacked tankers’

Iran to reveal details on reduction of JCPOA-
related obligations

The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) will release

important details about the measuresithasso fartaken to

suspend some ofits obligationsunderthe 2015 nucleardeal,

inresponse to the US’ unilateral withdrawal from the pact

and the European’sinaction toward the deal.

B In a press briefing on
%J/V! Monday, AEOI will Wwassigned between Iran and the
|SFAHAN release “very important P5+1.

NEW s information” regardingthe Europeansignatories,whoclaimthey
"limitlessincrease of Iran’s aretryingtokeep theaccordalive by

NEWS enricheduraniumstockpile” 1aunchingthelong-awaited INSTEX to

United States.Onthe otherhand,
allegations of Saudi and White House
officialsagainstIran could triggeramilitary
conflictintheregion.

"I have to say that [ believe that Iran's
presence in Fujairah is unwarranted,
because thereisnoneed forIranto be
presentin this event. Ifthisisthe case, the
presence of the Yemeni people is more
likely," he said. "Negotiating is the best
solution to these problems. Butthe United
Statesmustadhere toits commitments."

Aformer State Department official believed
thatIran has shownits commitmentto
international commitments. Iran was
committed. "Tehran fulfilled all their

achievement",andJohn Kerry reassured
the governmentofits commitmentto this
deal."The same factorsled to the unilateral
and illegal withdrawal of the Trump
agreement from the nuclear deal, which
broughtIraninto trouble becauseithad
notbeen foreseen, US ex-diplomatadded.
Dr Jeffrey A Stacey is a national security
and development consultant residing
in Washington, DC. He is a former State
Departmentofficial and Senior Advisor to
the Coordinator for Reconstruction and
Stabilization, Senior Fellow at the Center
for Transatlantic Relations, Professor
of Political Science and International
Relations at George Washington and
Tulane Universities.

m— aswellasmeasurestakento

prepare for the second phase of the
scalingbackofits obligationsunder
the nuclear deal, also known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

Thebriefingwillbe held at Arakheavy
water reactor facility, with more than
70 mediarepresentatives attending
the session.

The latest measures undertaken by
Irantore-designthe Arakreactorand
toincrease the production ofheavy
water at the facility would also be
detailed duringthe Monday session.
OnMay 8,2018,US President Donald
Trump unilaterally withdrew his

help Iranreap some benefits fromthe
JCPOA, have so far failed to preserve
Iran's benefits fromthe pact.
Running out of patience with the
EU's inaction in the face of the
growing US pressure, Iranreduced its
commitmentsunderthe deal on May
8,and warned the EU thatitwould
considerleaving the accord after 60
daysifitsdemands were notmet.
Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister
for Political Affairs Seyyed Abbas
Araghchisaid on Saturday that the
60-day deadline would by no means
be extended, stressing that Tehran
would proceed with the next steps
unlessthe JCPOA partiesmetlIran’s

obligations, even when they were under

US well aware of Iran’s defense power: senior M P
Chairman of Parliament’s National Security and Foreign Policy Commission, Heshmatollah
Falahatpisheh, said that USis well aware of Iran’s defense capabilities and this means thereisno
possibility of waragainstIran.He made the remarksinaSaturday meetingwith a French delegationled by
Chairwoman of Foreign Policy Committee of the French National Assembly Marielle de Sarnezin Tehran.
Referringto the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), Falahatpisheh said that more effortsis
expected from European countries, especially France, to save the deal, hoping that EU would adopt more
practical measuresin thisregard.Pointing to recentattacks on two oil tankersin the Sea of Oman, he
added, “the presence of foreign naval fleethas created instability in the Seaof Omanand in the region.”
Hesaid thatIran wants more probeinto the case.He also called on the parliaments of the two countries
topave the ground for enhancing economicties.For her part, Marielle de Sarnezsaid that France and Iran
are enjoying strongacademic, culturaland medical relations, also hoping forincreased tiesin different
fields.She noted thatkeepingJCPOA alive is reallyimportant for France and that French officials are
determined to putall-outefforttokeep Iraninthedeal.

demands.

Demonstrators block Iran embassy in London; Iran's

Diplomat

Iran’sambassador to the UK, Hamid Baeidinejad said avery smallnumber of demonstrators blocked the
entrance of Iran's diplomaticmissionin London and prevented diplomats from entering the building.
Accordingto ILNAnews agency, he wrote in his Twitter account "A few demonstrators continued to block
today sole entrance of Iran’s Embassyin London and prevented the diplomats to enter into the building.
Saturdays and Sundays are working days in Iran and diplomatic staffarrange some parts of their work
with their capitalin these two days."

Prior to false statements by British foreign secretary in blind compliance with American officialsin
pinning the blame ofthe oil tankers’ explosion on Iran, the British envoy to Iran was summoned by the
Iranian foreign ministry.Iran, meanwhile, has denied responsibility for the attack.Baeidinejad said, the
claimswerelike “false fabrications during World War |, the Vietnam war and Iraqg war that were designed
toinstigate military interventions and armed conflicts in different parts of world.”
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