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Attraction

I
‘Zaras
village’an
emerging
destination
fornature
lovers

www.esfahan-news.com

The Rirst Bilingual Economic Newspaper InIsfahan Province

» License Owner& Managing
director: Reza Mahzunieh

» Editor-in-Chief: Marzie Rabiei

» Assistant Editor-in-Chief of
English Section: Bahare Yousefi

» Isfahan Office: Hoora Building,
Shahid Mofateh Street, AhmadAbad
Square, Isfahan, Iran

»Tel: 031-32274500

» Organization of advertisement:
031-32274517,32274518,
32274512,32274505.
Fax:031-32274507,32274511

» Lithography and printing:Golriz
» Isfahan subscribers Office:

031-32274508
»website: esfahan-news.com
»SMS:30007232

Once an intact
village in the
heart of Zagros
Mountains, Zarasis
becomingafavorite
travel destination
inthe southwestern
Khuzestan
province.
Temperate climate
inwintersorscenic
nature seemto be
the raison d’etre.
However, thevillage
was putonthe map
for nature lovers
when became
equipped with
tourist facilities
overthepastcouple
of years, Tasnim
reported.
Situated adjacent
toalake, thevillage
is teemed with
oak trees and is
surrounded by
rouged mountains.
Thelakeisaplaceto
sailand catch fish.
There are also
touristattractions
near the village,
including historic
monuments such
as Tagh-e Tavileh
and Atabaki citadel,
aswell as Shivand
waterfall, villages
and gardens where
various fruit trees
grow.

Kul-e Farah rock
reliefs and Qaleh-
ye  Kazhdamak
are other ancient
monuments close
tothisarea,located
a few kilometers
southwest of the
ancientcity ofIzeh.
Khuzestan
province is home
to three UNESCO
World Heritage
sites of Susa,
TchoghaZanbiland
Shushtar Historical
Hydraulic System
yetitisaregion of
raw beauty where
its visitors could
spend weeks
exploring.

The province is
also a cradle for
handicrafts and
arts which crafters
inherited from
their preceding
generations.

»Public Relations: 031-32274754

Persepolis (Old Persian: Parsa, New Persian:
Takht-e Jamshid or Parseh) strict signifying
“city of Persians”, was the formal capital of
the Achaemenid Empire(ca.330-550 BC).
Persepolisisarranged 70 km upper east of
city of Shiraz in the Fars Province in Iran. The
sooneststays of Persepolis date from around
515BC.Itrepresentsthe Achaemenid style of
design. UNESCO pronounced the stronghold of
Persepolisa World Heritage Sitein 1979.

Name

Archeological confirmation
demonstrates thatthe most punctual
stays of Persepolis date fromaround
515 BC. André Godard, the French
prehistorianwho exhumed Persepolis
inthemid 1930s, trusted thatitwas
Cyrusthe Great (Kirosh) who picked
the site of Persepolis, yetthatitwas
DariusI (Daryush) whofabricated the
patioand theimmense castles.

Dariusrequested the development
of the Apadana Palace and the
Council Hall (the Tripylon or three-
gated lobby), the primary majestic
Treasuryand itsenvironment. These
werefinished amid therule ofhis child,
KingXerxes the Great (New-Persian
Khashayar, all the more currectly,
khasayarsa < OPers. x$aya-arsan,
‘the best/ruler of the courageous

youth/young fellows”). Promote
developmentofthe structures onthe
patio proceeded until the ruin ofthe
Achaemenidline.

Ruins

Remains of various gigantic
structures exist on the patio. All are
developed of dim marble. Fifteen of
their columns stand in place. Three
more columns have beenre-raised
since 1970 AD. Afew ofthe structures
were never wrapped up. F. Stolze
hasdemonstrated thataportion of
the bricklayer’s garbage remains.
These remains, for which the name
Chehel minar (“the forty segments
orminarets”) can be followed back
to the thirteenth century. They are

presently known as Takht-e Jamshid
(“thehonored position ofJamshid”).
Sincetheseason of Pietrodella Valle, it
hasbeen pastquestionthattheyspeak
tothe Persepolis caughtand somewhat
pulverized by Alexanderthe Great.
Behind Takht-e Jamshid are three
catacombs cut out of the stone in
theslope. The fagades, one of which
is deficient, are lavishly enhanced
withreliefs. Around 13 km NNE, on
theinverse side of the Pulwar, rises
an opposite mass of shake, in which
four comparative tombs are cut at
asignificantrange fromthe base of
thevalley. The presentday Persians
callthis place Nagsh-e Rustam, from
the Sassanian reliefs underneath
the opening, which they take to be
a portrayal of the legendary saint
Rostam.Itmightbe gathered fromthe
modelsthatthetenants oftheseseven
tombswererulers. An engraving on
one ofthe tombs pronouncesittobe
thatofDarius Hystaspis, concerning
whom Ctesiasrelatesthathisgravewas
despiteastone,and mustbe come to
bythe utilization of ropes. Ctesias says
facilitate, concerning various Persian
lords, eitherthattheirremainingparts
werebrought “tothe Persians,” orthat
theykicked thebucketthere.

Gate of AllNations

The Gate of all Nations, alluding to
subjectsoftherealm, comprised ofa
terrific corridor thatwasasquare of
roughly 25 meters (82 ft) long, with
four segmentsandits passage onthe
Western Wall. There were two more
entryways, one toward the south
which opened tothe Apadanayard
andtheotheropened ontoalengthy,
difficultexperience toward the east.
Rotatinggadgets found ontheinward
cornersofthe considerablenumber of
entryways show thatthey were two-
leafed entryways, presumably made
ofwood and secured with sheets of
lavishmetal.

Acouple of Lamassus, bullswith the
heads of whiskery men, remain by
the western edge. Another match,
withwingsandaPersianhead (Gopat-

Takht-e Jamshid: Gate of
All Nations

Shah),remainsbythe eastern passage,
tomirrorthe Empire’senergy.

Xerxes' name was composed inthree
dialects and cuton the passageways,
advisingeverybodythatherequested
ittobeassembled.

ApadanaPalace

Darius the Greatassembled the best
castleatPersepolisinthewesternside.
Thisroyal residencewasknownasthe
Apadana (therootname for present
dayayvan.TheKingofKings utilized it
forauthority groupsofonlookers. The
workstartedin515BC.Hischild Xerxes
[finishedit30yearsafterthefact. The
royalresidencehad anamazinglobby
inthe state ofasquare, each side 60
meters (200 ft)long with seventy-
two sections. Thirteen of which still
remain on the tremendous stage.
Everysectionis 19 meters (62 ft) high
withasquare Taurusand plinth. The
sections conveyed the heaviness of
thetremendousand substantial roof.
Thehighestpointsofthesectionswere
produced using creature models, for
example, two headed bulls,lions and
falcons. The segments were joined
to each other with the assistance
of oak and cedar bars, which were
broughtfrom Lebanon. The dividers
weresecured withalayer of mud and
stuccotoa profundity of 5 cm, which
was utilized forholding,and afterward
secured with the greenish stucco
whichis found all through the royal
residences.
Atthewestern,northernand eastern
sides of the royal residence there
were three rectangular porches
each ofwhich had twelve segments
intwo columns of six. At the south of
theterrific corridora progression
ofrooms were worked for capacity.
Twothousand Persepolitanstairways
were fabricated, symmetrical to
each otherandassociated with the
stone establishments. To shield the
rooftop fromdisintegration, vertical
channels were worked through the
blockdividers. In the four corners of
Apadana, confronting outwards, four
towerswereassembled.
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Shaking minarets,
enigmatic destination
worth visiting once!

For centuries Menar Jonban (“shaking
minarets”), whichislocated inIsfahan, central
Iran,hasbeenasource of charm for Iranians
and even foreign visitors because its dual
minaretsarereally prone tovibrate!

The minaretsarealmost17 metersinheight
fromthe groundlevel, and in a distance of
about 10 meters.The popular destinationis
infactaburial monument surmounted by
two bricktowers thatcanbe swungwith little
pressure; when one is shaken by the human
force, the other startsto vibrate automatically.
Itwas originally builtsome 700 yearsago as
amausoleum for “Amu Abdullah” who was
amystic figure in the Illkhanid era (1256-
1353 CE). Archeological studies suggest
that the dual minarets were later added
tothe mausoleum during the Safavid era
(1501-1736).

The unique characteristic of the shaking of
the minarets, and the entire building, have
beenrepeatedly studied. The findings of
mostofsuchresearchesindicate thatthe
specificdimensions and proportions of the
buildingand minarets and even the material
forming the bricks used for the building
contributes to the vibrations.Following
physical experiments, it was suggested that
this phenomenon is similar to the mirror
image vibrations observed when connecting
two vertical identical pieces of string to
a connecting horizontal one. Should the
two vertical strings be of differentlengths
or weights the same results would notbe
achieved.

However, suchatheoryalsohasits skeptics
andisdismissedasamere coincidence under
the guise that mostbuildingsalso have such
vibrations (although onasmallerscale) and
it’sonly the height ofthe minarets that make
itsovisibleinthis particular case.The city’s
historical relics are standingalmost close to
each other butthe “shaking minarets” are
located on the outskirts. Used to be one of
capitals ofthe mighty Safavid Empire, Isfahan
isatop touristdestination for good reasons.
Unlimited visual appealssuchastree-lined
boulevards, Persian gardens and majestic
Islamicbuildings hasnamed the cityaliving
museum of traditional culture.

NEWS

Travelin Iran grows over Persian
New Year holidays

PeopleinIranmade 74 million overnightstaysin
their domestictripsduringthe Persian New Year
(Noruz) holidays,anincrease of 20 percentyear
onyear, Iran tourism chiefannounced on Sunday:.
The statistics takes into account travels from
March 18 to April 6, an extended span of time
which covers official New Year holidays, starting
March 21.

Some 132 million visits to touristattractions
have beenregistered during the mentioned
period, which showsa 34 percentgrowthyearon
year, meaning each traveler visited seven tourist
spotsonaverage, Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Organization Director Ali-Asghar
Mounesan said.




Iran’s Rouhani Says

Committed to Compensating

for Flood Damages
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
administration is committed to making

damagesinflicted on peopleacrossthe countryasaresult

ofrecentfloods.

Speakingata cabinetsession in Tehran on Sunday,
Rouhani expressed his gratitude to the crisis
managementheadquarters, the Iranian Red Crescent
Society (IRCS), Iranian Army, and Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) as well as popular forces who

rushed to help the flood-stricken people.

He further called on all governmental organizations to
help the people toreturn to their normallives.
Rouhanialsoreiterated hisadministration’s commitment
toswiftaction to compensate for damages inflicted on
flood victimsinaccordance with the decisionsadopted
atthe previous meeting ofthe cabinet ministers.

Amid unprecedented torrential rains in northern,
western and southwestern Iran, the military forces have
mobilized efforts to help people trapped in the flood-
affected areas and evacuateresidentsin theregionswith
anemergency situation.
Record spring rainfall that has battered Iran in the

said his
up for the

NEWS

Iraqioil minister calls
for enhanced energy

coop. with Iran

Visiting Iraqi Oil Minister Thamer
al-Ghadhban expressed optimism for
furthering cooperation between Iranand
Iraq forthe benefitofthe two countries’
nations.Following a visitto the Energy
Industries Engineeringand Design (EIED),
an affiliate tothe Oil Industries’ Engineering
and Construction (OIEC), on Sunday, the
official hoped for advancing cooperation
between the two OPEC membersto meet
theinterests of their nations.He said he
hadrealized that EIED was avery capable
complexinvolved intheimplementation
ofengineeringand design projects of oil,
gasand petrochemical projects.The Iraqi
official further said he was pretty much
impressed bylearningaboutthessize ofthe
projectsand achievements of EIED in the oil
industry,saying EIED experts had exerted
the greatesteffortsin oil fieldsunder the
sanctions, whichis “admirable”.
Thevisitwasaimed atassessing methods
and means for cooperation between the
twoneighbors subsequenttoarecentstate
visitby Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
tolraq.

He further said thatIraq had a company
like EIED which could establish ties with its
Iranian opposite number.

Iranian airline launches
Tehran-Caracas direct
route

Mahan Air, Iran’s second-largest carrier
after Iran Air, has officially launched its
direct flights between Tehran and the
Venezuelan capital Caracas, asenior official
said.Spokesman of Iran’s Civil Aviation
Organization RezaJafarzadeh said theroute
was launched in the early hours of Monday,
with the firstflight taking off from Tehran’s
International Imam Khomeini Airportto the
Venezuelan capital.

He noted thatthe plane took off with the
Iranian foreign minister’s aide and the
director ofthe Foreign Ministry Department
forthe Americas, Mohsen Baharvand, and
his delegation on board, who are set to
hold political talks with the Venezuelan
officials onthe currentsituationin the South
American country.Accordingto Jafarzadeh,
adelegation from Mahan Airisalso traveling
to Caracas to discuss the conditions of
maintaining regular flights between the
two countries.The non-stop Tehran-Caracas
flightwill take 16 hours.

Oilpricesroseto five-month highs on Monday, driven

up by OPEC’s ongoing supply cuts, U.S. sanctions

againstlranand Venezuelaand healthy U.S.jobs data.
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Oil min. says exportof
petchems, petroleum
products ‘satisfactory’

Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh
has described the currentstate of Iran’s
exportofpetrochemicalsand petroleum
productsassatisfactory.

During a meeting with members of
the energy committee of the Iranian
parliament on Sunday, Zanganeh said
the previous Iranian calendar year of
1397 which ended on March 20 was a
goodyear foroilindustry.
“Wehadnolimits for gas supply, whether
tothe industrial or power generation
sectorsduringthe year,” the official was

International benchmark Brent
futureswereat$70.69 perbarrel
at 0047 GMT on Monday, up 35
cents, or 0.5 percent from their
lastclose.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crudewereup 35 cents, or
0.6 percent,at$63.43 perbarrel.
Brent and WTI both hit their
highestlevels since November
lastyearat$70.76 and $63.48
perbarrel, respectively, early on
Monday.

“Brent pricesincreased more
than 30 percent year-to-date
as OPEC+ continued to cut
supply for 4 monthsinarowand
optimism over U.S.-Chinatrade
talks helped tobuoy the demand
outlook,” U.S. bank].P.Morgan
saidinanotereleased over the
weekend.

Traderssaid strong U.S.jobs data
from Friday also helpedlift Asian
markets early on Monday.
Energy consultancy FGE
said OPEC-led supply cuts
meant “excessinventories are
disappearing and the market
looks healthy,” adding that “the
marketispoised forpricestorise
to $75 perbarrel or higher” for
Brent.

Oil priceshavealsobeendriven
up by U.S. sanctions against

inlran.
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quoted by the oil ministry’snews agency
SHANA as saying.

He said over 92 percentofthe Iranian
population had access to natural gas,
addingthatover 99 percentofthe urban
population and 80 percent of the rural
populationalso had accesstotheitem

The official said that efforts were
being made for not disclosing any
numbers regarding the country’s
oil and gas condensate exports due
tothe US sanctions and the potential
advantages thatmightbe taken of the
figuresby Iran’s enemies.The minister
of petroleum further said Iran was able
to exportoiland condensate atdesired

past weeks caused serious
floodingin many areas, mainly
the provinces of Golestan,
Lorestan, Khuzestan, Fars
and [lam, forcing thousands

toleave theirhomes.

While residents in some

western areas are still in
need of relief aid, the Army
Ground Force, the IRGC, and Basij
have deployed forces, heavy military

machinery, aircraftand boats to the disaster zones.

The deathtollinthe disasterhasreached 67.

Oil hits November 2018 highs amid OPEC supply
cuts, U.S. sanctions

OPEC-members
Venezuela.
“Sanctions cancut500,000 bpd of
Venezuelan exports.Add thattoa
cutinlranwaiversand pricescan
rise substantially,” FGE said.
There remain, however, some
factors that could bring prices
downlaterthisyear.
Russiaisareluctantparticipant
initsagreement with OPEC to
withhold output, and Russian oil
production mayincrease again
ifa deal with the producer club
isnotextended onceitexpires
beforeJuly 1, Energy Minister
Alexander Novaksaid on Friday.
Russian oil output reached a
record high of 556 million tonnes,
or 11.16 million barrels per day
(bpd), last year.In the United
States, crude oil production
reached arecord 12.2 million

Iran and

bpdinlate March.
U.S.crudeexportshavealsorisen,
breaking through 3 million bpd
forthefirsttime earlier thisyear.
“Withthenew Permian pipelines
(fromJuly), we canseeaboostof
500,000to0 600,000 bpdin U.S.
exports,” FGE said.

Therealso stillremain concerns
about the health of the global
economy, especially should
Chinaand the United States fail to
resolve theirtrade dispute soon.
“Global (trade) demand has
weakened, and existing tariffs
on Chinese goods shipments
to the U.S. are providing an
additional drag,” creditrating
agency Moody’s said on Monday,
althoughitadded that Chinese
monetary stimulus measures
would likely supportgrowth over
2019.

levelsand had no technical shortcoming
inthisregard. “The problem is that oil
exports have become a political and
security matter, notapractical one.”

The official also noted that the recent
flash floods across the country had
mostly hit oil-rich provinces such as

Khuzestan.
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Tehran, Iran’s Minister of
EconomicAffairsand Finance
Farhad Dejpasand put the As
volume of mutual trade
transactions at €8 billion
addingthatthe figureistobe
doubled due the prepared
plans.“We are resolved to
expand economic ties with
Iraq, which will tighten our
political relations as well,”
Dejpasandsaidinthemeeting.
minister
named tourism, insurance,

____News |
S€bn Iran-Iraq trade transactions to

double: fin. min.
In his meeting with Iraqi infrastructure, customs,
Finance Minister Fuad engineering and services

in andenergyasprobablefields
for the two sides to develop
cooperation.

Mohammed Hussein
informed, during his trip to
Tehran, removing trade and
economicbarriersincluding
monetary and banking
impediments, customs
difficultiesand thoseinsurance
problemshavebeenthe focus
ofattention.

The two ministers discussed
makingjointinvestmentsin
thismeeting,aswell.
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Central bank fully
controls foreign
exchange market,
says governor
Central bank fully
controls foreign
exchange market,
says governor
Governor of the
Central BankofIran
(CBI) Abdolnaser
Hemmati said Sun.
thatthe enemiesare
constantly plotting
againstthe country’s
local currency
the rial, saying in
continuation  of
countermeasures,
anorganized market
will be launched
within two weeks to
further thwartplots.
Speaking to
reporters today,
Abdolnaser
Hemmati, Governor
of the Central
Bank of Iran (CBI)
said that while
the enemies were
seeking last year
and are still trying
hard to destabilize
the country’s foreign
exchange market
with designing
different  plots,
the CBI succeeded
in foiling the
conspiracies, and
now the market is
fully under control of
the CBL

Hemmati said as it
hadbeen previously
announced, an
organized market
will be launched
within two weeks to
fill the gap between
the prices in the
free and the official
marketsin order to
bring the market
oscillation under
more control.
Headded aboutthe
foreign currencies
organized market
that its board of
directors have
been selected but
the work is going
on the necessary
computerized
platform and other
requirements, which
areexpectedto finish
by the end of this
month (Apr. 20).

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,2928
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Pakistan com-
mitted tosecure
borderwith Iran:
Report

Aleading Pakistani
Urdu news daily
reports that the
country’s civiland
militaryleadership
is committed to
secure borders
with  Iran.Daily
‘nawa-i-waqt’ said
that Pakistan in
order to show its
commitmentforthe
purposehasdecided
tofenceborderwith
[ran.
Thereportquoting
sourcessaid thatthe
decision has been
taken after Iran
gives greensignal to
Pakistan’s proposal.
‘Nawa-i-waqt’ said
that Pakistan has
decided toputfence
on970-kilometers-
long border with
Iran onthe advice of
militaryleadership.
Itsaid thatthefence
would be installed
like Pak-Afghan
border; however, it
would have various
opening points to
facilitate border
trade. Accordingto
thereport, Pakistan
also wants Iran to
install some part
of the fence on
common border
with its own
resources.Earlier
spokesperson of
the Pakistan Army,
Major General
Asif Ghafoor had
told the Islamic
Republic  News
Agency (IRNA) that
Pakistan and Iran
were considering
fencing the
common border
to stop terrorists
from carrying out
their activities in
border regions.
Nawa-i-waqt in
its report further
added thatinorder
to secure border
with Afghanistan,
Pakistan military
had started putting
fenceonjointborder
in the first quarter
0f2018.Thereport
quoting  official
sources said that
itis expected that
the workwould be
completed by the
end ofthisyear.

Blacklisting IRGC to Drag
US into Quagmire: Iran’s
Z.arif

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif warned the US of the consequences of
its possible move to designate the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist
group, saying the move would “dragthe US into a
quagmire”.“#NetanyahuFirsters who have long
agitated for FTO designation of the IRGC fully
understand its consequences for US forcesin the

region. In fact, they seek to drag US into a quagmire
on his behalf,” Zarif said on his Twitter accounton
Sunday night.“@realDonald Trump should know
betterthan to be connedintoanother US disaster;”
he added in his tweet.The administration of US
PresidentDonald Trumpis expected to designate the
IRGC as aforeign terroristorganization as early as
nextweek, accordingto a US official. The designation
decision, formally under the State Department’s
purview, hasbeen made as partofthe White House’s
increasingly aggressive strategy towards Iran.

The US has already blacklisted dozens of entities
andindividuals affiliated with the IRGC, butnotthe

entire force.

The IRGC, which
has roughly
125,000 military

personnel and

enjoys growing

publicsupport,

is also actively

cooperating in
construction,
infrastructure and
reliefprojects.

‘People Of Region Yearn For Democracy,
Human Rights, Social Equality’

Professor Arshin Adib-Moghaddam, Chair of the

Centre for Iranian Studies atthe London Middle

EastInstitute believes thatthe “people oftheregion

yearn for democracy, human rights, and social

equality.”

Professor in Global Thought and
Comparative Philosophies and Chair
ofthe Centre for Iranian Studiesatthe
London Middle East Institute, also
adds that “The Islamicrevolution
spoke to those themes and made
themrealisableinIran."He says that
“The Arabrevolts galvanised these
sentiments further and as we speak,
mass protestsin Algiersare spreading
inwhatmay become asecond Arab
spring.”
Hereisthefulltextoftheinterview:
What was the most important
eventinthe Middle Eastinthelast
Iranianyearand why?

Allowmeto congratulateall Iranians
and everyone who celebrates
Nowruz as a global festival in the
name of universal sentiments suchas
empathy, humanity,andlove.

[ deem the most important event
in West Asia and North Africa the
absence of decent human rights
standards.lam choosing thistheme
because, in this Iranian year, the
Islamic RepublicofIran turned 40.As
such, the Iranian state hasruled the
country for the longest continuous
period compared to any other state
inthe modern history of the country.
Therevolution, then, was a pivotal
event, notonly for Iran but for the
whole world. And yet, after 40 years,
the demands of the revolutionaries
for “esteghlal” (freedom) have not
been met. [ think we can all agree
on that, withoutany unnecessary
hysteria. The people of the region
yearn for democracy, human rights,
and social equality. The Islamic
revolution spoke to those themes
and made themrealisablein Iran.
The Arabrevolts galvanised these
sentiments further and as we speak,
mass protestsin Algiersare spreading
inwhatmay become asecond Arab
spring. The pointbeing thatpeople
want their freedoms from political
controland authoritarianism. West
Asia and North Africa remain the
onlyregioninthe world, where the
majority of countries areruledinan
authoritarian fashion. Other areas

Israeli Troops Open Fire on
Farmers, Fishermenin Gaza

suchas South Americahave moved
fromrevolutiontonormalisationina
much more effective way.

Cubans, for instance, just had

the opportunity to revise
their constitution which they
overwhelmingly voted for (see
below). The constitutional
amendments are substantial in
terms of the rights that they grant.
InIran, such movements towards
reconciliation will have to be
systematically pursuedinthe near
future aswell.

What was the most important
eventinthe North Americaand
why?

The aforementioned constitutional
votein Cuba.ltwasadopted by 91%
of Cubansandithasenshrined several
fundamentallaws: Itlimits the Cuban
presidency to two consecutive five-
yearterms, protects private property
and foreigninvestment, pluralised the
political system by reintroducing the
position of Prime Minister and bans
discrimination onthebasisofgender,
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
genderidentity, and disability. The
brother of Fidel Castro, Raul Castro,
wasabigchampion ofthisimmensely
importantdevelopmentin Cuba’s
post-revolutionary history.

Cubadid itwithout compromising
theindependence ofthe country from
interventions by external powers, in
particular,the Trump administration.
Infact, the Cuban state seems by far
more secure now, thaniteverwas.A
rights-based approachtogovernance,
political science teaches us, extend
the sovereignty of the statebecauseit
deepensits popularlegitimacy.
What was the most important
eventin Asiaand why?

The further entrenchment of the

Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) which is
aproposed free trade agreement
between the ten member states of
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations and the six Asia-Pacific
states with which ASEAN has
existing free trade agreements. I
consider this event pivotal because
it further galvanises China’s march
toagreat power status and a major
centerinanemergent multipolar
international system. I expect that
in the next Persian New Year the
institutionalisation of the RCEP will
continue apace.Ifthis freetradearea
will berealised, Chinawill be at the
center ofthe most powerful economic
zoneinthe world.

What was the most important
eventin Europe and why?

For me the most important event
in Europe was the death of Karl
Lagerfeld who was from my home
town, Hamburg. Hewasatrue genius
-thelast doyen of a generation of
fashion designers that created a
new form of aesthetics that will not
reappearin this shape and form ever
again.

Do youthink that polarity of the
international system will change
inthenear future?

We have entered amultipolar order
thatwill continue to develop away
fromthe United States towards Asia
andtoalesserextentLatin America.
Russia, China, and the European
Unionwill entrench their positionsas
major polesin thisnewly constituted
international system. The fate of
Iranwilldepend on the ability of the
rulingelites to serve asamodel for
surrounding states which willrequire
freeing up the political and social
system.

more thanahundred attacks on Palestinian boats,

arresting dozens of fishermen and confiscating

some ofthe vessels.

NEWS

Yellow Vests Hit French
Streets for 21st Week

Yellow Vest protesters on Saturday took to
the streetsacross France, markingthe 21st
consecutive week of mass demonstrations
against President Emmanuel Macron.
RNA-Theprotestors gathered atRepublique
Square and marched towards La Defense,
amajor business district outside Paris,
AnadoluAgencyreported.

Briefbrawls erupted between police and the
protestors. According to French media, 43
peoplewerearrested in Paris.

Eight protestors, including Yellow Vest
movement’sleader Eric Drouet, were fined
for attempting to stage protest on Paris’
Champs-Elysees Avenue. Last Saturday
demonstrations were banned on the street.
Frenchinterior ministry announced that
22,300 people participated in Saturday’s
protests while Yellow Vests claimed the
figure was 73,420.

Inaddition to Paris, demonstrations were
held intwo Northern cities of Rouen and
Lille.

Yellow Vest protests beganin November
2018asareactiontorising fuel costs, which
later turned into deadly anti-government
riots.

The protests haveleft 11 people dead and
morethan 2,000 injured, according to the
French government.

Some 8,400 people have been arrested since
thebeginning of Yellow Vest protests and
about 2,000 wereremanded in custody:.

Hezbollah slams US
blocking of humanitarian
aid to flood-hit Iran

InaSunday statement, Hezbollah denounced
US measure to blockIran’s Red Crescent
Society accountwhich has prevented part of
international humanitarian aid to flood-hit
[ranianregions.

The statementreads thatwhile Iranianshave
displayed a picture of “humanitarian and
moral” interactionsin the face ofthe flood,
the United States has shown its “brutal”
behavior by preventinghumanitarianaid to
the affectedregions, reports AlAhed News.
The Trump administration is planning to
designate IRGCasaterroristgroup while the
force,alongwith other Armed Forced ofIran,
hasplayed asignificantrolein providinghelp
to the victims of this natural disaster, the
statementadds.

Italso offers condolences to the Iranian
nation, Leader, and government for the
lossof 70 livesinrecent floods across the
country, while wishing swift recovery of
thoseinjured.

Israeliforces opened fire at Palestinian farmers
workingintheirlandsin differentlocationsinthe
Gaza Strip, while the [sraeli navy troops targeted
fishermen offthe coastofthe enclave.

Local sources reported thatIsraeli naval forces
on Sunday opened heavy fire at fishing boats
sailing off northern Gazashores, the Palestinian
Information Centerreported.

Israeli troops also opened fire towards
Palestinian farmers and shepherds who were
workingin their lands near the borderin the
middle and southern areas of the Gaza Strip, the
sources added.

Inrecentyears, Israeli forces have carried out

Palestinians have held weekly protests near the
Gazafence overthesiege onthe enclave and the
rightforrefugees toreturnto theirhomes they
were forcibly expelled from during the 1948
creation of Israel.

More than 260 Palestinians have been killed by
Israeliforces ever since anti-occupation protest
ralliesbegan inthe Gaza Strip on March 30. Over
26,000 Palestinians have also sustained injuries.
The Gaza clashesreached their peak on May 14
lastyear, onthe eve ofthe 70th anniversary of the
Nakba Day (Day of Catastrophe), which coincided
this year with the US embassy relocation from Tel
Avivtooccupied East]erusalem (al-Quds).

. The
Gaza Strip has been
ran Israeli blockade since June 2007. The
blockade has caused adecline in the standard
of living as well as unprecedented levels of
unemploymentand unrelenting poverty.
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quiet,” heinsisted.

Iran Guards commanderreacts to US’plan
tobrand IRGC as terror group

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps’ chief commander reacted
tothe news thatthe U.S.issetto designate the IRGC as a terrorist
organization, stressing thatin case the U.S. takes such a step, its forces
inwestern Asia “willlose peace and quiet”.

The IRGC’s chief commander, Major General Mohammad AliJafarisaid,
“If Americans make the mistake, and endangers our national security we
willtakereciprocal measures, based on the policies of the Islamic Republic”.
“In case the U.S.takes such astep, its forcesin western Asiawill lose peace and

Headlines
Blacklisting
TRGCto DragUS
into Quagmire: =
Iran’s Zarif Rouhani asks
Leaderfor
Iran’s Rouhani withdrawal
Says Committed to gﬁf’ll)ﬁ.l\(l)il’l
Compensating for )
Flood Damages In a letter to the
Leader of the Islamic
. Revolution Ayatollah
Takht-e Jamshid: Khamenei, Iranian
Gate of All President  Hassan
Nations Rouhani applied for

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning calltoprayer:

05:18:10

Nooncalltoprayer:

permission to grant
some€2billion fromthe
National Development
Fund of Iran (NDFI)
to renovation of
flood-stricken areas,

aParliament Member

13:05500 told reporters on
Eveningcalltoprayer: Monday.

19:46:18 As Fatemeh Zolghadr

informed reporters,

MPs also submitted a

plan to the presiding
board ofthe Parliament
on Monday about
allocation of some
financial resources to
reconstruction of flood-
hitareas.

Oil Hits November 2018 Highs Amid
OPEC Supply Cuts, U.S. Sanctions

Iran gains self-sufficiency in hospital

infection control equipment

A member of Board of Directors of Association of

Manufacturers of Medical and Laboratory Equipment said

Mon. that[ranisnearly self-sufficientin manufacturing

equipmentto control hospitalinfection.

e

ISFAHAN
NEWS

Ahead of organizing Iran
Health Exhibition 2019, Mehdi
Shahmoradi Moghadam said
effective steps have been taken
totackleissuesrelated tohospital

NEWS infections, which threaten the

Technolo,
health of patientafter surgery.

Therate of these infections, despite the
measures, are still high in the country, he
added.

Many companies have so fartakennecessary
measures in order to reduce the rate
ofinfectionin healthcare and treatment
centers, he said, adding, “depending on
theneed of differenthospital units such as
operatingrooms, ICU, infection units, etc.,
these companies showcase their latest
productsand achievementsin this field.”
Hepointed outthat95 percentofequipment
inthe field ofhospital infection control has
been manufactured domestically, theissue
of whichhasdecreased theimports ofthese
equipmentinto the countrytoagreatextent.

“We hope that 100 percent of these
equipment will be manufactured in the
country in the field of hospital infection
control.”

Elsewherein hisremarks, he pointed to Iran
Health Exhibition 2019 as one of the most
prestigious trade and commercial eventsin
the field ofhealth and said, “in the current
situation thatthe countryis facing sanctions,
the Association plays animportantrolein
meeting 70 percentof demandsin this field.”
The Iran Health Exhibition, scheduled
for June 9-12, will be attended by
representatives from the Association of
Manufacturers of Medical and Laboratory
Equipment, Medical Engineering
Association, Association of Medical
Equipment Manufacturers Trade Union and
Medical Merchants Union.

Hamas:

US Map of Palestine Just An Israeli Illusion

The Hamasresistance movementannounced that
the purported map of Palestine drawn up by the US
PresidentDonald Trump’s administration under
theso-called “deal of the century” only represents
an “illusion”long chased by Israel.

RNA -“The new proposed map of Palestine as part
ofthe Trump’s deal of the century, no matteriftrue
ornot,isjustanillusionthelIsraelioccupationhas
been chasing. The map ofhistorical Palestineisin
our heartsand the nextgeneration will inheritit
withtheir genes,” Hamas Political Bureau member
Husam Badransaid on Saturday, presstvreported.
Healso stressed the Palestinian people’srightto
return to theirhometowns, from which they have
been forced since 1948, saying that they would
defend theirlands despite challenges.
Thereactionby Badran came afterareportoffered

purported new details of Trump’s “deal”.
Lebanon’s Arabic-language al-Akhbar daily
reported on Friday thatthe so-called “deal of the
century” would see Trump pushing for Jordan
toabsorb one million Palestinian refugeesin
exchange for 45 billion dollarsin financial aid.
Granting citizenship to Palestinians would
happeninstages, with the largestnumber of
refugeestobetakeninatonetime standingat
300,000, thereportsaid,adding thatthe Gazans
livinginJordan would also be included in the
process.

Trumpwouldalso ask Egyptto grantcitizenship to
Palestinianrefugeesandreceive 65 billion dollars,
accordingtothereport.

Hewould further propose that Lebanon absorba
portion ofits Palestinian refugee population.

Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said Sun. thatitis

Itis clear to all which countries are financing
terrorism: Larijani

clearto everyone today which countries are financingand

supportingterroristgroupsin theregion.

Iranian Parliament Speaker
Ali Larijani met and held talks

=

IRGC Sends Surgical Teams to Iran’s Flood-Hit Areas

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) has dispatched rescue and medical groups, including surgical

teams, to the flood-strickenrural areasin westIran,a commandersaid.

Commander ofthe IRGC Ground
Force’s Medical Unit General
Ahmad Akhavan said anumber
of military surgical teams have
been dispatched to villagesin
Lorestan Province affected by
seriousflooding.

He added that 17 other tactical
surgical teams are geared up
for deployment to the flood-
strickenareas.

After torrential rains in
northern, western and
southwestern Iran, the military
forces mobilized efforts to help
people trapped in the flood-
affected areas and evacuate
residentsintheregionswithan
emergency situation.

Record spring rainfall that has
battered Iraninthe pastweeks
caused serious floodingin many

areas, mainly the provinces of
Golestan, Lorestan, Khuzestan,
Farsand Ilam, forcingthousands
toleave theirhomes.

While residents in some
western areas are stillinneed
ofreliefaid, the Army Ground
Force, the IRGC, and Basij have
deployed forces, heavy military
machinery,aircraftand boatsto
the disasterzones.

ISFAHAN

with Vladimir Voronkov, Under-
Secretary-General of the United
Nations Counter-Terrorism
Office on Sunday. The meeting

EWS

NEWS

_BEEZM  tookplace on the sidelines of

the 140th Assembly of the Inter-
Parliamentary Unionin Qatar.
During the meeting, Larijani noted that
today, everyone knows which countries
are backing terrorism, adding “the core
elements behind terrorismis clear,and it
is obvious which countries are financing
terrorist groups, and itis exactly these
countrieswhichwillnotallowtransparency
inthisissue.”
Larijani went on to add, “the former US
secretary of state admitted that Washington
had created and was supporting ISIL, and

based on his given words, thisissueneedsno
furtherverification...although therearealso
many documentsand evidence thatreveal
which countriesare sponsoringterrorism.”

The UN official, for his part, described
his office as representative of victims of
terrorism,sayingthe UN Counter-Terrorism
Office seeks touncover how terrorismis
being financed so thatitcould putanend
toit.

Healsowelcomed the Iranian parliamentary
official'sremarksaboutthe elementsbehind
the supportofterrorism, saying he would
make note of Larijani’s viewpoints and
documentationsin theinvestigations ofthe
Counter-Terrorism Office.
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