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Darak, Where the Desert
Meetsthe Sea

Gonbad-e Qabus
towerisahistorical

building that
is located near
the ruins of the
ancient city of
Jorjanin Golestan
Province. This
tower thatattracts
the eyes of any
tourist from miles
away, isavaluable
monument left
from the fourth
Islamiccentury.
Gonbad-e Qabus
tower that is
52 meters high
includesaconical
roofwithacircular
structure. The
inner and outer
perimeter of this
buildingis 30 and
60 square meters,
respectively,
and the inner
diameter is 9.67
meters as well. It
is constructed on
top of an artificial
hill, as high as 10
meters which is
considered as the
foundation of the
tower.

This tower is
made of bricks
and Sarooj,
the traditional
Iranian concrete.
Like other tomb
towers, there is
acellarinside the
foundation. The
exterior body has
buttresses with
right angles that
create silhouettes,
adding to its
beauty during the
day. The conical
roof of this tower
with a 9 meter
diameter space
was constructed
with baked bricks
aswell. Theinterior
of the building
consists of earlier
Mugarnas designs.
There are two
decorative Kufic
inscriptions in
this building; one
of them at the top
of the portal, the
otheronebelowthe
dome. Thestyleisa
simple Kuficbrick-
made embossed
inscription thatis
surrounded with a
brick-made frame.

“Despite the topsy-turvy weather, the
number andlength of visitors’ stays have
increased by 6 percent, in comparison
tothelastyear,” Iran’s deputy head of
Tourism Organization and director of the
country’s travel services coordination
headquarter said.

Appreciatingthe efforts ofallresponsible
organizations, Vali Teimouri added,
“lateststatisticsindicates that 74 million
and 300 nightstayshave beenregistered
duringholiday; onaverage,itcanbe said
that 18 million domestictravels hasbeen
carried outduring Nowrouz.”

“The number of foreign tourists during
the 14 daysofholiday wasreported to be
183 thousand and 280;ithasincreased by
16.71 percentcompared with the same
periodlastyear. Despite the U.S hostile
measures againstIran, the number of
foreign touristsindicates their desire to
travel toIran,” he continued.

“377 thousand people have traveled
abroad in Nowruz holidays; the
statistics has decreased by 32 percentin
comparisonto thelastyear. Altogether,
despite the mentioned conditions,
tourismindustry gained a good position
during Nowrouz2019,” Teimouri said.

The coastal village of ‘Darak’ can
be found in the southernmosttip of
Iran,on Mokran’s shores, stretching
alongthe Seaof Oman. Itisone ofthe
moststunningly pristine beachesin
the country.

Thevillageisapotential touristic site, which
enjoysall three types of the cliff, sandy and
coral beachesin the vicinity.
Darakor‘Darag’inthelocallanguage means
settlingalongthesea.ltiswheretheburning
sandsnestleinthe armsofthe free waters.
In the coastline, the waters of the Gulf of
Oman and the Indian Ocean collide. The
perceived coastlines of the sands and palm
trees create wonderful scenes.

Location

Thevillage forms a part of Zarabad County
intheborders of Konarak. [tis 19km from
Johlou, the capital city of Zarabad. From the
east, Darakis linked to the coastal village
ofJod, and from the west, itborders Poshti
Village. Mountains embrace the village from
thenorthandthe seafromthe south.
Abandoning the usual touristroutes, one
could take an unknown route to venture into
Sistanand Baluchestan. Trottingalong the
mild path, we will reach its sandy shore that
offersaunique spectacle.
Thisvillageislocated between twoimportant
southern portcities: Chabaharand Bandar
Abbas.

he sand hills, shores, corals, rocks,
mountains,and surrounding forests, and the
unspoiled and domesticated nature canall be
seeninthesameplace.

Thanksto the efforts ofthe indigenous people
and officials, this village has keptits purity
and beauty. Interestingly,itdoes notappear
onIranian maps and you have to lookin
English maps orlook for the term “Darak
Coast”in English or Darak Beach to geolocate.
Touristsitesand entertainment

Darak has a pristine shoreline. Itis known
forits extraordinary beaches. However,
fortunately, or unfortunately, its tourist
potential has never been exploited and no
touristdevelopmenthas beenrealized. It
isasite for those who are looking for the
authenticity and charm of this unspoiled
coastline.

The sand dunes and the extended coastare
agood combination for cycling enthusiasts.
Roadsinthisregion are also suitable for
motorized leisure activities, including off-
road.

Along the Chabaharroadinthe village of
Darakaretemporarysignsindicatingaccess
toone ofthe mostbeautiful coasts of Iran.
Thisroadisitselfatouristattraction by the
landscapes thatit presents to the eyes, but
alsobythe sporty drivingthatitrequires- it
isthus preferable to take thisroad with a car
adaptedtoall types of ground.

The mostobviousrecreation atthe seaside
isswimming. The placeisalso very good for
allkinds of water activities, from surfing to
diving. Butagain, no developmenthasbeen
doneanditmustbecome equipped.
Picnics, photography,and hiking
Thevillage, initself,isworth seeing. Donot
hesitate on the way to stop forapicnicunder
theshade ofapalmtree. Hikingtrailsabound
and compete with the coastal path. The hikes
aremadein forestsand palm grovesuptothe
sky, always with a view of the coast of sand
and coral. The sunsets are also of unique
beauty.

Bestseason to travel

The province of Sistan and Baluchistan s
oneofthehottest provinces of Iran. Itrarely
rainsthere,letaloneintheyears ofdrought.
Nevertheless, the Darak village enjoys a
springclimate mostoftheyear.Itisduetothe
refreshing winds that come from the Indian
Ocean.

Thebesttime to visit Darakis spring, from
early to mid-season. After that, the heat of
summer may reduce the pleasure of this trip.
Summer remains a season toavoid due to
high temperatures.

The beginning of autumniis still warm in
the province, butthe monsoon winds allow
Chabahar and thelittoral zones to benefit
from a little more freshness. It is quite
possible to go there in the fall, although it
isbetter to waituntil the second half of the
season. Winterisalsoagood season to visit
thevillage of Darak.

Inhabitants of Darak

The inhabitants of Darak belong to the
Balouch ethnicity and speak Baluchi. Men’s
clothing consists of shalwar kameez. [t
consists of very baggy pants. The kameezis

alsoloose, which traditionally islong with
long sleeves. The Balochi shalwar kameez
issimilarto the styleswornin Afghanistan.
The female Balochi suit consists of the
headscarf,longdress,and a shalwar. Balochi
women wear loose dresses which are
embroidered in colorful designs thatare
particularly renowned for the finesse of their
embroidery.

The inhabitants of Darak mainly do
fishing, butthey also practice agriculture
as asecondary activity. The kindness of
these peopleis proverbial. Itis common
thatvisitorsand travelers are invited to
enjoy deliciouslocal dishes, seasoned with
traditional spices, where the ancestral
culinary know-how of the women of the
village is tasted. According to the latest
censuses, Darakis populated by less than
500 people, making up over a hundred
households.

Therapeutic virtues of Darak coastal
dunes

One ofthe interestingaspects of the coastof
Darakvillage is the existence of white sand
hills that, accordingtolocals, have healing
properties for muscular and bone pains. In
orderto curethese pains, theylie onthe sand
early inthe morning, when the sun shines
highinthe sky.

Darak is a rather green place, and one
wonders how the palms grew on this hot
desertcoast. Thisisanother oddity of the
village: this place nestled near the seaand
locatedinahotand dryareahas fresh water,
justafewtens of meters fromthe sea. fresh
water existsless than two meters deep.
Thiswateris the origin of the forestand the
variety oftropical species existing there. The
inhabitants use fresh water to cultivate and
harvest watermelon, corn, palm trees, etc.
Side by side with these fruits, you will also
seedifferentspecies ofacacianiloticaand fig
trees pagodas.

Acacianilotica (thered gum) isaspecies
native to East Africa and the Indian
subcontinentofthe family Fabaceae, which
also grows in Tchabaharin southern Iran.
This tree has therapeutic virtues.The fig
tree of the pagodasisatreebelongingtothe
genus Ficusreligiosa ofthe Moraceae family.
Itisasacredtreeaccordingto Hinduismand
Buddhism.
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Persian manuscripts
available at Library of
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The Library of Congress make the exquisite
collection of Persian manuscripts available
online for publicaccess

The Library of Congressis the oldestfederal
cultural institution in the United States. The
researchlibraryisthe home ofanoteworthy
collection of rare Persian materials. The good
newsisthatthevaluable Persian collectionis
beingdigitized and available online.

[ttook three yearsto complete the online
collection; in the first step 170 works were
digitized, and at later points, atleast 600
lithographicbooks and exquisite lead printed
bookswillbeavailable online.

The Masnavi, Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, Nezami’s
Khamseh, Sa’adi’s Yusufand Zulaikha and
Koliat-e-Saadiare the main Persian materials
thathavebeen published online.

The digitalized manuscripts are available at
https://www.loc.gov/collections/persian-
language-rare-materials/about-this-
collection/.
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Deputyindustry min.:

Confronting US sanctions, atop

priority

Deputy Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade for
Industries Affairs Farshad Moghimi said thatdealing
with US sanctionsimposed on Iranstill continuesin the

ministry seriously.

With the coordination made by the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI), Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade and Islamic
Republic of [Iran Customs Administration (IRICA),
effective steps have been taken in the field of provision

NEWS

Iran to Increasejoint
courses withforeign
universities: official

Iranisgoingtohold 50jointtraining courseswith
foreign universitiesinthe new Iranian calendar
year (startingon March 21), an official with the
Ministry of Science, Researchand Technology told
MNA on Saturday:.

Oneofthe programsthatisbeing pursued by the
science ministryisto communicate with different
countriesinthe current year, koohian said,
adding, “wewantto establishbranchesin Yemen
and Lebanon, inaddition to granting scholarship
tosomestudentsofthese countries.”

Iranwill also offer different MoU to Syria and
Iraqto create branches of Iranian universities
inthese countriesand alsotosupportresearch
opportunities.

“We have held a meeting with Malaysian
authorities thatthere will be joint projectsin
additionto the exchange of students,” deputy
scienceministerforscientificcooperationadded.
Hewentonto saythatexchanging of professors
and holding joint projects with European
countriessuchas Germany, France,and Italy will
alsobe continued.

Koohiannoted thatIranian scientists can show
the countries capabilitiesbyholdingscience day
indifferentcountries.
“Increasingthenumberofinternational students
inour countryisone of our other policiesin this
year;,”headded.

US, China Make Progress
on‘Numerous Key Issues’
during TradeTalks:
Washington

US and Chinese officials have made progress on
numerous key issues during trade negotiations
in Washington, DC this week, White House
spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders said
inapressrelease.“The United States and China
had productive meetingsand made progresson
numerous keyissues”, Sanderssaid intherelease
onFridayevening.US Trade Representative Robert
Lighthizerand Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
metwith Chinesevice PremierLiuHeand his Chinese
delegation fortrade negotiations from Wednesday
toFriday, Sanders said, Sputnikreported.Chinese
PresidentXiJinpinginamessageto US President
Donald Trump on Thursday expressed hope foran
early conclusiontothebilateral trade negotiations.
China and the United States have been engaged
inatrade dispute since lastJune when Trump
announced the United States would subject $50
billion worth of Chinese goodsto 25 percent tariffs
inabidtofixthe US-Chinesetrade deficit.Since then,
thetwo countrieshave exchanged several rounds of
tradetariffs.

ofraw materials, he added.

He made the remarksin an exclusive interview with
IRNA and reiterated, “the ministry faced various
challenges, ranging from volatility of exchange rate
tothe USwithdrawal from JCPOA, in the pastIranian
calendaryear (ended March 20,2019), total of which
leftnegative impactsinthe field of production directly.”
Under such circumstances, pertinent activities
should be managed optimally especially in the field of
provision of raw materials, he stated.
He placed special emphasis on the need to turn threats
caused by sanctionsinto an opportunity and added,
“despite sanctions overshadowing the country in

textile and clothing sectorsin
particular, the country faced
considerable production
in these two

growth
sectors.”

industry

Elsewherein hisremarks,
the deputy minister of
revealed the
defining 99 projects in one
ofthe giant car manufacturing
companiesand said, “these projects
will bear fruitin the currentIranian calendar year
(startedMar.21,2019).”

Iran Floods Cause Half Billion Dollar Damage
To Agriculture, Road

Heavyraining and floods sweeping across much

of Iranian provinces during Nowruz holidays are

estimated to have caused about470$ million to the

country’s agriculture and roads infrastructures

(3508 millionand around 120$ million respectively).

Farms and agricultural
productsin 16 provinces
incurred heavy damages,
according to the director
general of the Ministry
of Agriculture’s Crisis
Managementand Hazard
Reduction Department.
The northern Golestan
Province incurred 34%
of the $350 million
damage while Khuzestan,
Mazandaran, Lorestan
and Fars accounted for
13%,12%,11% and 6%
oftheloss. Kermanshah,
Kohgilouyeh-Boyerahmar,
Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari,
Isfahan, Hamedan, North
Khorasan Semnan,
Sistan-Baluchestan,
Ilam, Kurdestan and
Tehran accounted for
the remaining 24%,
Mohammad Mousavi said.
About 49% ofthe overall
damage to the agriculture
sector wasinflicted to the
farming sector, 22% to
waterand soil resourcesas
wellasagroinfrastructure,
16% to horticulture and
13% tolivestock, poultry
and fisheries sectors, the
officialadded.

Closeto 12,000 kilometers
ofroadsin the vicinity of
rivers or water bodies
have been damaged by

submersion or soil and

rockslides
Head of the Iranian
Nomadic Affairs

Organization Karamali
Qandalisaysnomadshave
lostcloseto 15,000 head of
livestockduringtherecent
floods.

“Nomads in Golestan
Province incurred
the biggest loss in this
respect,” hesaid.
Mohammad Eslami,
Minister of Roads and
Urban Developmentsays
closeto 12,000 kilometers
ofroadsin the vicinity of
rivers or water bodies
have been damaged by
submersion or soil and
rockslides.

Shaban-Ali Khavari,
an official with Road
Maintenance and
Transportation
Organization ofthe Islamic
Republic of [ran saysitis
estimated thatdamages
toroadinfrastructure will
exceed $150 million.
“Over 400 bridges have
been totally destroyed
and around 5,000 have
incurred partial damage.
Road infrastructures
in Lorestan, Golestan,
Mazandaran, Khuzestan
and North Khorasan
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provinces were damaged
more than in other
provinces,” he was quoted

assaying.
The head of the Iranian
Legal Medicine

Organization told on
Friday that the disaster
has left 67 people dead
across the country.

“We lost 21 people in
Fars,15in Lorestan, 8in
Golestan,6in Mazandaran,
5 in Hamedan, 3 in
North Khorasan and
2 in  Kohgilouyeh-
Boyerahmad, and onein
Khuzestan, Kermanshah,
Semnan, Khorasan
Razavi and Qom each.
Also, 2 people died in
Rasht-Qazvinroad dueto
landslide,” Ahmad Shojaei
said.

sweet water reserves
replenished

On the plus side, Reza
Ardakaniyan Minister of
Energy said on Tuesday
thatthe recentrainfalls

have added 5 billion cubic
meters of sweet water to
the country’s storage dam
reserves.

“If we were to derive this
water by sweetening sea
water itwould have cost
us around $2.5 billion.
We have 172 large dams,
which are up to 75%
full at the moment,” the
news portal of the Energy
Ministry reported.

The minister added
that the precipitations
and flood water have
replenished 40 of the
country’s main wetlands.
The European
Commissionannounced
on Thursday that it will
dedicateaninitialamount
of €1.2 millioninresponse
to the devastating floods
thathaverecently affected
northern and south-
western parts of Iran. The
emergency funding will
assistthe mostvulnerable
communities.

Office opens

Kish- Eco Institute
Joint Cooperation

Kish Free Trade Zone and the ECO
Cultural Institute Joint Cooperation Office
officially was launched on Thursday
with anapproach to strengthen cultural
cooperation, especiallyin the international
tourism field on theisland.

According to IRNA, the ceremony was
attended by Managing Director of Kish
Free Zone Organization Gholam Hossein

Mozaffari, ECO Cultural Institute’s head

Mohammad Mehdi Mazaheri, Deputy for

Cultural and Social Affairs of Kish Free

Trade Zone Saeed Pour Alj, Turkmenistan

Ambassador Ahmad Qorbanov, Pakistani
Ambassador Rafat Massoud, Kazakhstan
Ambassador Askhat Orazbai,and a group
ofKish officials.

Speaking on the sidelines of the ceremony,
Managing Director of Kish Free Zone
Organization highlighted thatthe opening
ofthe office of the ECO Cultural Institute in
Kishisconsidered asanimportantstepin
strengthening the international tourism of

Kish Free Zone.

Inaninterview with the Islamic Republic
News Agency (IRNA), Gholam Hossein
Mozafari pointed to the economic
Cooperation Organization’s cultural
discourse asamajor contribution tojoint
activities with Kish Island, adding that
ECO’s spiritual credibility in holding
events is a valuable potential for Kish
Island and ‘through interaction with the
ECO countries, we can use regional and
global capacities to develop and strengthen
the international tourism and tourism

industryinKishIsland.
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Govt. to
grand
$9.5bto
prosper
SMEs

Inabidto protect
Iranian economy
and prosper
industrial parks,
some 400 trillion
rials (about
$9.52 billion)
of financial
resources will
be granted
to Small and
Medium-sized
Enterprises
(SMEs) during
the current
Iranian calendar
year (started on
March 21,2019),
Deputy Industry
Minister Mohsen
Salehinia
announced on
Saturday.

Salehinia, who
isalso the head
of Iran Small
Industries and
Industrial Parks
Organization
(ISIPO), also
added that his
organization
plans to
expand the
infrastructure of
these production
un it s,
concentrate
on increasing
employment
and job creation
inthem,improve
their business
environment,
and supply
the  working
capital of these
production units
toreach the set
targets by the
yearend.

Leader ofIslamic
Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei
has named the
Persian New
Year, 1398, as the
‘Year of Boosting

| Sudoku |

Production’,
which can solve

France to provide aid for flood-stricken :
the country’s

N

offered condolencestothefamily Iran,claiming56lives,according
ofvictims.“Given thissituation,and
inresponsetotheneedsexpressed
by the Iranian authorities, the
Crisisand SupportCenterofthe agriculture. Floodshaveaffected
Ministry for Europe and Foreign several provincesinthenorthand
Affairsisorganizinganemergency westofthe country.

toInterior Minister Rahmani Fazli,
and causinghundreds of millions
of dollars of damage to Iranian

9/5/4|3|1 6 7
regions of Iran economic

7 1 3 8 9 2 4 6 The Foreign Ministry of France humanitarian aid shipment to problems
announced thatthe countrywill Iran,’readsthe statement,adding, and cut
sendanemergencyhumanitarian “Twelve tons of humanitarian d d

8 6 2 7 4 5 9 1 aid shipmentto Iran to mitigate cargo,including 114 motorized foerziegl;ei;cy on
the effects offloodswhichhavehit pumps,willbesentbyair”“Thefirst

4 9 5 2 6 7 3 8 several provincesofIraninthepast - shipmentisexpectedinthe coming
few days.InaFriday statement, days,” highlights the statement.

2 7 1 4 8 3 5 9 the French Foreign Ministry Exceptionally heavyrainssince -0
expressed its “utmostsolidarity March 19 have flooded some

3 8 6 1 5 9 2 4 with the Iranian people” and 1,900 citiesand villagesacross GOLD PRIC:;ZROUNCE
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T
Irantodesignate
USforcesas

terroristsif
Washington
blacklists IRGC:
senior M P

Chairman of
National Security
and Foreign Policy
Commission of
[ranian Parliament
Heshmatollah
Falahatpisheh said
thatIran will strike
backatany move for
blacklisting [slamic
Revolutionary
Guards Corps.
InaSaturday tweet,
theseniorlawmaker
wrote, “If IRGC is
placed on America’s
list of terrorist
groups, we will
put that country’s
military on the
terror  blacklist
besides Daesh
[ISIL]”

The remarks came
afterareportbythe
Wall Street Journal
which claimed that
US officials will
designate IRGC as
a foreign terrorist
organization. The
move could be
announced as early
as Monday, April 8,
according to WSJ. If
carried out, it will
mark the first time
another country’s
military has been
branded as a
terroristgroup.
Iranconsistently
responsible,
peace-seeking:
FM Zarif
Iranian  Foreign
Minister,
Mohammad
Javad Zarif
emphasized that
Iranis consistently
responsible and
peace-seeking.
“Flip-flop par
excellence: one day
US claims Iran on
verge of collapse,
the next we're
demonized as a
"Great Power" that
threatens NATO. @
SecPompeo & his
boss will make any
contradictory claim
thatfitsanoccasion.
In contrast, Iran
is consistently
responsible &
peace-seeking,” he
wrote on his official
Twitteraccount.

TAEA Urges Saudi Safeguards on
First Nuclear Reactor

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) saidithas
called on Saudi Arabia to agree to safeguards on nuclear
material that could arrive by the end of the year for its first
atomicreactor.

Satelliteimagery recently emerged of the Argentine-built
project on the outskirts of Riyadh, which comes amid
controversy in Washington over US President Donald
Trump’s approval of nuclear projects with the oil-rich
kingdom.

But Yukiya Amano, director general of the [AEA, said there

was nothing secretaboutthe reactorand that Saudi Arabia
informed the Vienna-based UN body aboutits plansin 2014.
Saudi Arabiain 2005 signed with the IAEA a so-called
small quantities protocol, which exempts countries from
inspectionsifthey have no or minimal nuclear programs.
“We have proposed to Saudi Arabia torescind and replace it
by the full-fledged comprehensive safeguards agreement,”
Amano told reportersin Washington.

“They didn’t say no, they didn’t say yes, and they are now
giving thoughts. We are waiting,” he said.

“For now, they don’t have the material, so there is no
violation,” he said.

Amano said that Saudi Arabiamay bringin nuclear material

Expert: USillegal sanctions hamper
aid to Iran

“by the end of the year,” although

he cautioned that nuclear
projects frequently get

delayed.

Saudi Arabia hasannounced

plans to spend $80 billion to

build 16 nuclearreactors over

the comingtwo decades.

The first project, being built by
Argentina’s state-backed nuclear
company INVAP, is a so-called low
power research reactor (LPRR) thatis generally used to
train technicians.

NEWS

Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan

An expert on Iran foreign policy in US said
America’sillegal and unjust sanctions impeded
humanitarianaidto Iranian flood-stricken people.

to Hold Trilateral Summit
in August, Diplomat Says

Foreign Minister of the Republic of

‘Due to theillegal and unjust US
sanctions, in violation of UNSC
2231,international efforts to assist
Iran have been seriously hampered
andtherehasnotbeenevenatrickle
of assistance from the UN relief
agencies, some of whom have cited
the USsanctions, Kaveh L. Afrasiabi
saidin hisletter to UN Secretary
General Antdénio Guterres.
Unprecedented heavyrains caused
floodsinvarious parts of Iran over
the pasttwoweeks. Scores of people
were killed and 478 others were
injured and alarge number were
displaced acrossIran.

The disaster coincided with the high
seasonoflraniantripsastheywere
spending the national two-week
holidays ofthe New Year, Nowruz.
US act to create road block on
sendinghumanitarianassistance to
Iranians have so far been criticized
by Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Bahran Qasemi, Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
and President of the International
Committee ofthe Red Cross (ICRC)
Peter Maurer.

Intheletter, Afrasiabiintroduced
himselfas ‘aconcerned Iranian-

American citizen whois an expert
onlran’s foreign affairs as well as
UN reform, and said ‘I write this
letter to express my profound
disappointmentattheinexcusable
inaction of UN agencies with
respect to the humanitarian
disasterafflicting Iranin the form of
extensive flooding covering most of
Iran’sterritory’

He further said that ‘as a result
of this on-going natural disaster
overwhelming Iran’s public
resources, millions oflives have
beenadversely affected, hundreds
ofthousands displaced, and tens
of thousands are in dire need of
immediate assistance.

The expertwenton to stress that
‘Due to theillegal and unjust US
sanctions, in violation of UNSC
2231, international efforts to assist
Iran have been seriously hampered
andtherehasnotbeenevenatrickle

of assistance from the UN relief
agencies, some of whom have cited
the USsanctions.

Thisrepresents agreatdisservice
to UN norms and humanitarian
principles, to allow a predatory
Western superpower that feeds
onthemisery of Iranian people to
baskin the tragedy gripping Iran
nowadays.

‘I implore you to prioritize this
matterand to instructtherelevant
agencies tobegin the much-needed
assistance to the Iranian people,
particularly those in hard-to-reach
areas who need basic necessities
such as tent, blankets, food, water,
and medical assistance, headded.
The UN’s failure to heed its
responsibility and to demonstrate
unbiased care for the Iranian
people will certainly mar the
Organization’s image and global
credibility, he stressed.

Larijani:
IPU Assembly, good
chance todiscuss US

hostility toward Iran
Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani,whois
slated to take partatthe 140th Assembly
of the Inter-Parliamentary Unionin
Qatar, said the meeting will be a good
opportunity to discuss with world
leadersthe UShostile measures against
Iran.

He made the remarks before
departing for Qatari capital Dohato
take part at the 140th Assembly of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU),
scheduled for 6-10 April 2019, where
parliamentary delegations from 180
countriesaround the world are expected
toattend.

“TheIPU Assemblyisahighly significant
opportunity to exchange views on all-
outinternational as well as bilateral
cooperation,” he said.

We supported the proposal for Qatar to
hostthisyear’sIPU Assembly, as Qatar
isourneighborand afriend, Larijani
added.

According to him, the Assembly will
discuss important topics such as
the currentinternational situation,
terrorism, drugtrafficking, humanrights
issues, development of countries, and
therole of parliamentsin thisregard.
Larijanialso stressed thatthe Assembly
wouldbeagood opportunity to discuss
the Americans’ hostile measuresagainst
Iran.

“It'sour people toward whom Americans
are antagonistic, because it was the
people who were affected by the

flood ... the US blocked the Red Cross
humanitarianaid fromreaching our Red
CrescentSociety,” henoted.

“Inthis situation, given the US’ enmity
and its economic sanctions, it is
important for Iran to hold talks with
heads of parliaments of all countries,and
[will attend meetings with them on the
sidelines ofthe Assembly, and discuss
economic cooperation and investment
inlran,” Larijaniadded.

Azerbaijan Elmar Mammadyarov said the
presidents of his country, Iran, and Russia
plantohold anotherround of talks in Russia
in August.

Speakingtoreportersonthe sidelines of
ameeting of the Council of Ministers of
Foreign Affairs of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) in Moscow on
Friday, Mammadyarov said his country
hasreceived aninvitation to the trilateral
summit, due tobeheld in mid-August.

“We havereceived an official note. T have to
return to Baku and find out exactly whether
we haveresponded. Because there was a
changein dates: firstit was the fifteenth,
nowitisthe fourteenth,” Mammadyarovwas
quoted as saying by Russian media.

In August 2016, [ranian President Hassan
Rouhaniand his Russian and Azerbaijani
counterparts, Vladimir Putin and I1Tham
Aliyev held their first key tripartite summit
in Azerbaijan’s capital.

They discussed ways of enhancing
cooperation in the areas of commerce,
energy, communications, transportand
transit.

The three presidents also exchanged views
on environmental issues and the fight
againstterrorism.

Trump’s Baby Balloon
Flies at US-Mexico Border

during Protest

A giantinflatable balloon depicting US
President Donald Trump as a diaper-clad
baby flew atthe US-Mexico border wall on
Fridayin protestto Trump’s scheduled visit
to California.

A group of protestors set up the “Baby
Trump” balloon in advance of his tour of
the southernborder near Calexico, Calif.,
accordingtolocal outlet ABC10 KGTV.

The inflatable balloon has made several
appearancesacross the USinrecentmonths,
greeting Trump at various locations he
travels to for campaignrallies and events.
The 20-foot-tallinflatable featuresaballoon
lookinglike Trump wearing a diaper and
holdingacell phone.

Alocal news outletreported that Trump
supporters were gathered just a few
miles from the protesters to welcome the
president.

A2.5-milelongportion ofreplacementwall
wasrecentlyinstalled inthe area Trump is
expectedto tour.

Top General Vows ‘Maximum
Effort’ in ReliefOperations
across Iran

Chiefof Staff ofthe Iranian Armed Forces Major
General Mohammad Hossein Bageri pledged that
the forces would make every effortto provide relief
for the flood-stricken people across the country.

Speaking to reporters in the western city
of Khorramabad on Saturday, Major General
Bagerisaid the main objective behind his visit
tothe flood-hitareasistobecome more familiar
with the conditions and problems ofthe people
so thathe would be able to better mobilize the
Armed Forces’ equipmentand capacities for relief

efforts.

“God Willing, we will make the maximum effort to
serve the people and reduce their sufferings and
problems,” the top generaladded.

Amid unprecedented torrential rainsin northern,
westernand southwestern Iran, the military forces
have mobilized efforts to help people trappedin the
flood-affected areas and evacuate residentsin the
regions with an emergency situation.

Record springrainfall that has battered Iranin
the past weeks caused serious flooding in many
areas, mainly the provinces of Golestan, Lorestan,
Khuzestan, Fars and Ilam, forcing thousands to
leave theirhomes.

While residentsin some western areas are still in
need ofreliefaid, the Army Ground Force, the IRGC,

military machinery,aircraftand boats to the
disasterzones.
The death toll in the disaster has reached
67.




IRGC Choppers Conduct 105 Sorties to Help Flood

Victims

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Ground Force’ helicopters
have so far conducted 105 sortiesinreliefand rescue operationsin
flood-hitareasacrossIran,asenior commander ofthe IRGC Ground Force

Airborne Unitsaid.

Inremarksreleased on Saturday, Brigadier General Abbas Khani Aranisaid

5000 Rials

the choppers ofthe IRGC Ground Force Airborne Unithave been deployed to

various provinces across the countrytorescue flood-hitpeople.
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which 557 people wererescued,” he said.
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‘Our Country I's Full’: Trump Claims Emergency
during Border Visit

Donald Trump once againinsisted the US immigration

system was overburdened and illegal border crossings

mustbe stopped on avisitto the US-Mexico borderin

California.

e

ISFAHAN
NEWS

Trump traveled to Calexico,
California, on Friday to view a
section of the borderbarrierand
participate in a roundtable on
immigration.

“Thereisindeed an emergency on
our southernborder,” Trump said
atthebriefing, adding thatthere had beena
sharpuptickinillegal crossings. “It'sacolossal
surge,andit'soverwhelming ourimmigration
system. We can’t take you anymore. Our
countryis full”, the Guardianreported.
Trump, as he so often does, mixed fact with
fictionwhen warning ofthe threat.

He described the section of border barrier
hevisited as new, even though itwasalong-
plannedreplacementforanolderbarrier. The
Trump administration hasnotcompleted any
new mileage of wall or fence anywhere on the
border since taking office.

When complaining about the Floreslegal
settlement that governs treatment of
migrant children and families, he blamed
“Judge Flores, whoever youmay be”. Butthe
settlementis actually named after Jenny
Flores,a 15-year-old girl from El Salvador
whose 1985 detention by US immigration
enforcement (thenknownas the Immigration
and Naturalization Service) was the subject of
aclass-actionlawsuit. Flores was being held
inafacility with adult men and women, and
wasregularly strip-searched. Human rights
attorneys sued on her and other minors’
behalf.

Trump also downplayed the claims of people
seeking asylum at the border, declaring
without evidence that many were gang
members while comparing some of their
efforts to find safety in the US to the special
counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation of
Russianinterferenceinthe 2016 elections.
“It'sascam,it’'sahoax,” Trump said. “I know

NEWS

abouthoaxes.Ijustwentthroughahoax.”
Trump hasbeenincreasingly exasperated at
hisinability to halt the swellingnumber of
migrantsenteringthe US, includingthousands
whohavebeenreleased afterarrivingbecause
border officialshave no space forthem. Arrests
alongthe southernborder have soared in
recentmonths, and border agents were on
tracktomake 100,000 arrests or denials of
entryin March,a 12-yearhigh. More than half
ofthoseare families with children.

Before departing for California, Trump told
reportersin Washington he was considering
imposing an unspecified economic penalty
onMexicounlessithelpsalleviate the United
States’ drugand immigrant flows, even though
much of the drug tradeisnot carried out by
migrants butby professional crime gangs that
send narcotics to the United Statesinvehicles
through official ports of entry.

“Ifthey continue that, everything will be fine.
Ifthey don’t we're going to tarifftheir carsat
25%.”

“Also,I'mlookingatan economic penalty for
all of the drugs thatare comingin through
the southernborderandkilling our people,”
Trump said.As Trump traveled to California,
20 states filed amotion seeking to block the
presidentfrom diverting federal funds tobuild
aborderwall.A statement from the Southern
Border Communities Coalition called Trump’s
visit “trite political theater to extract more
funds to fulfill his obsession with building
deadly walls”.Protesters who had gathered
near the barrier flew a balloon depicting
Trump asababy.And the California governor,
Gavin Newsom, who plans to travel to El
Salvador this weekend to meet with officials
and NGOs about the causes of migration,
issued asharprebuketothe president’s push
for Congress to passlegislation that would
tightenasylumrules.

“Since our founding, this countryhasbeena
place ofrefuge - asafe haven for people fleeing
tyranny, oppressionand violence,” Newsom
said in a statement. “His words show a total
disregard of the constitution, ourjustice
system,and whatitmeanstobean American.

“We deployed 6 helicopters to 4 flood-stricken provinces, conducting 105 sorties, during

Moscow, Cairo Coordinate Steps on Libyan

Settlement: Lavrov

Russiaand Egypthave been coordinating their efforts to

restore the Libyan statehood through anational dialogue,

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said.

“Moscow and Cairo are closely
coordinating their stepsin the
Libyan direction,” he said in
an interview with Egypt’s Al
N E w s Ahram newspaper published on
NEWS Saturday. “Ourtaskistohelpthe
L oo | Libyansto overcome the existing
differences, to achieve sustainable
agreementsregarding the parameters
ofnational reconciliation.”
“We share a common approach to
ways of restoring Libya’s statehood
via an inclusive national dialogue
with the participation of prominent
representatives from military and
political circles, civil society, religious
groups,” Russia’s top diplomatadded,
Tassreported.
Lavrov, who is visiting Egypt on
Saturday, said that close foreign policy
coordination between Moscow and
Cairo “playsanimportantstabilizingrole
inthe entire Middle Easternregion.”
“We plan to hold a profound exchange
of opinions on the situation in Syria,
Libya, Yemen and the Palestinian
territories, including the efforts to
reunite Palestinian groups, in which
Egyptplaysaspecialrole,” he added.
“We will also discuss ways to defuse
the potential for conflictin theregion,
including prospects for making Middle
Eastazone free of weapons of mass
destruction.”
Issues of countering terrorist and
extremist activities will also be an
important issue raised at the talks.
Besides, the parties will discuss
preparations for the first Russia-Africa
summitin Russia’s BlackSearesortcity
ofSochi, scheduled for October.

2l

Thesituationin Libya escalated during
thevisitof UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres. Currently, the country has two
governments: Tripoli’s Government of
National Accord, led by Prime Minister
Fayezal-Sarrajandrecognized by the
international community, and the
interim Cabinet of Abdullah Al-Thani,
who is acting in the country’s east
together withthe elected parliamentand
supported by the Libyan National Army
of Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar.

On Thursday, Haftar announced the
launch of an offensive on Tripoli to
retake the capital from what he called
terroristsand armed groups. The army
isadvancing to the capital now and,
assome mediareported, has already
approached the city’s outskirts.
Meanwhile, al-Sarrajordered all military
units subordinate to him to be onalert
and to use forceifnecessary “to defend
the civilian population and critical
facilities.”

Inthe meantime, Al-Hadath television
channel said that at a meeting with
Antonio Guterres in Benghazi on
Friday, Haftar notified the UN Secretary
Generalthathe would notnegotiate with
“terrorists” butwould liberate Libya’s
capital from them. According to the
sources cited by the TV channel, Guterres
asked Haftar to abide by generally
recognizedrules for military operations
and by the internationallaws.
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