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Attraction

T
Khoy
Bazaarin
Iran’s West
Azarbaijan

Khoy Bazaar is
a great bazaar
from Safavid era
which was the
commercial center
of that era in
West Azarbaijan,
northwestoflran.
It was located in
the easternside of
Khoy City.

Itis still popular
after more than
300 years and it
isalso considered
as one of the
mostelegantand
geometricbazaars
in the country.
This bazaar is
registeredin the
list of national
monuments.
Khoy Bazaar is
located downtown
and according to
the scriptskeptin
Khoy treasuries,
ithasbeenbuiltat
the time of Shah
Tahmasb and
anipulations have
been applied on
it at the time of
Abbas Mirza, the
regent.

The bazaar is
rectangular
that has
undergone some
manipulations
over the last
decades for
modernization
and expansion of
Khoy county.

The remains of
the bazaar are
from the Safavid
era onwards;
especially most
of its parts were
built by Kurdish
Donboli Ahmad
Khan to the order
to Qajar Abbas
Mirza and at the
early days of
Qajarid period.
This old bazaar
with numerous

inns and
“Chaharsoghs”
reminisce of

economically
prosperous days
of the bazaar
whenthe SilkRoad
(Jadeh Abrisham)
would pass the
city.

www.esfahan-news.com

The Rirst Bilingual Economic Newspaper InIsfahan Province

License Owner& Managing
director: Reza Mahzunieh

Editor-in-Chief: Marzie Rabiei

Assistant Editor-in-Chief of
English Section: Bahare Yousefi

Isfahan Office: Hoora Building,
Shahid Mofateh Street, AhmadAbad
Square, Isfahan, Iran

Tel: 031-32274500

Public Relations: 031-32274754

Persian Domes: Embodiment Of

Organization of advertisement:
031-32274517,32274518,
32274512,32274505.
Fax:031-32274507,32274511

Lithography and printing:Golriz

Isfahan subscribers Office:
031-32274508

website: esfahan-news.com

SMS:30007232

Fine Art, Engineering Marvels

A phenomenal architectural
innovationin human history, the
design of Persian domes has for
thousands of years embodied
the combination of sustainable
engineeringmarvelsand sublime
artisticheritage.

The Persian tradition of dome-
building dates backto the earliest
Mesopotamian architecture
(3,000 BC) whendomes became
anintegral partofbuildingsdueto
the scarcity of wood in many areas
ofthe Iranian plateau.

In Ancient Persia, domes were
associated with the divine side
of life, as their circular shape
represented perfection, eternity
andtheheavens.

The Persian domes then became
the inspiration for the domed
baldachin of Romanand Byzantine
practice, after Alexander the
Greatconquered the Achaemenid
Empire.

Domes moved to the forefront
of Persian architecture during
the Sasanian period (224 to 651
AD) and they evolved through
different eras until the Safavid
dynasty (1501-1732) when the
lastgeneration of Persian domes
were characterized by adistinctive
bulbous profile and astonishing
tileworks.

In the Persian urban designing,
domesin places of worship and
publicplaces,including traditional
bazars, caravansaries, schools and
baths, are designed in such a way

thatcanbe seen from different
partsofurbanorrural area.

The domes are normally double-
shelled. While the interior shellis
designed to carry the weightofthe
structure, the exterior shell serves
asbothadecorative elementand
asinsulationagainstthe elements.
The aerodynamic shape of the
domes also makes the structures
more sustainable.

In Esfahan’s Imam Mosque, due
toitsunique architectural design,
ifsomebody makesasmall sound
exactlyunderthe dome, the sound
strongly resonates throughout
the entire vast hall of the grand
mosque. The quality has turned
themosqueintoone ofthewonders
among outstanding Iranian
monuments. The UNESCO World
Heritage mosqueisahub for many
tourists from different parts of the
world who are eager to directly
witness the phenomenon at the
site.

In the following video, a tourist
humsatuneunderthe dome ofthe
mosque, with her voice echoing
throughoutthe chamber.

Domes also make the warm
weatherinside the buildingmove
up,allowing freshairto flowinside
the structure.

The symmetric geometric design
of the domes also makes the
buildingsresistantagainstseismic
activitiesand other pressures on
the structure.

Decoration

The use of decorative ornaments

in Persiandomesblossomedinthe
Islamic period and itreached its
zenith during the Safavid period,
especiallyinthe 16th century.
While bricks, tileworks and gold
coating oracombination of them
are used for the exterior shell of
the domes, Persian artists also
use breathtaking mirror works to
decorate theinterior shell which
also serves as the ceiling of the
structure.

The principle colors used in
tileworks are blue, yellow, black,
turquoise, pink, aubergine and
green, mainly referred to as haft
rang- whichliterally means “seven
colors.”

Mosaic patterns include
imaginative and creative geometric
patterns,includingtriangles, semi-
circlesand circlesin harmony with
the structures they are placed on.
The patternslater evolved into
design of natural subjects, such as
plants, trees, animals and human
beings, combined with calligraphy
works offamous maestros.

The interior shell of Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque in the central
Iranian city of Isfahan, which is
considered as one of the most
famousarchitectural masterpieces
inIran, includes the patterns of
Peafowl feathers.

Mirrorworks atthe domes ofImam
Reza shrinein the northeastern
cityof Mashhad are also viewed as
otherexamplesofgloriousartistic
creationsin Persian architecture.

ATTRACTION

Gavkhouni Saltmarsh

Gavkhouniis a wetland and saltmarsh
located in the Iranian Plateau in central
Iran. The majority of the wetland islocated
within the central province of Isfahan.

One ofthe mostattractive ecotouristsites
inIranis Gavkhouni wetland. Gavkhouni,
also written as Gavkhuni or Batlaqg-e-
Gavkhuni,locatedin central Iran, east ofthe
city of Esfahan, is the terminal basin of the
Zayandeh River. Gavkhouniisasaltmarsh
withasalinity of 315%andanaverage depth
ofabout1m.Thesaltmarshcandryupin
summer. The Zayandeh River originatesin
the Zagros Mountains and travels around
300 km, before terminating in Gavkhouni.
Gavkhounireceives pollution from Esfahan
and otherurbansources.
Howeverinrecentyears, due to thelack of
precipitationin Isfahan and central Iran,
there hasbeenabigdemand for drinking
water as well as water for industrial and
agricultural purposes, which forced
provincial officials to redirect the scant
water thathad gathered in the Gavkhooni
Wetland to meettheseneeds andleave the
wetlandsdryagainand greatly endangered
allliving species such as fish, snakes and
several types of wild and immigrantbirds.
Gavkhouni is the terminal basin of the
Zayandeh River. The saltmarsh of the
international wetland isamongthe main
tourist attractions of the region. It is
economically animportant feature of the
region.

Driving fromthevillage of Kharainsouthern
area ofthe wetland, you pass througha
desertwith quicksand and enterawidearea
ofsaltmarshesand salty crystals.

The Gavkhounisaltmarsh has a salinity
of31.5% and an average depth ofabout
1 metre. The saltmarsh often dry up in
summer. The Zayandeh River originates
in the Zagros Mountains and travels
around 300 km, before terminating in
Gavkhouni.

Isfahan Museums Address IRR
Chrhel Sotun Isfahan Province, Isfahan< Imam Hossein Square 200000
Vank Church Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Jolfa, Vank Church Alley 200000
Imam Mosque Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Imam square 200000
AliGholiAghahammam Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Bid Abadi St 200000
Decorative Arts Museum Isfahan, Isfahan Province, Ostandari Street 150000
Contemporary Art Museum Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Ostandari Street 200000

NEWS

Prime minister of Armeniag
Iran not perceived well
without visiting Isfahan

“Considering the historical background of
Isfahan thatindicatestherich Iranian culture, it
isnotpossibleto perceive Persian culture deeply
withoutvisiting this city,’ the prime minister of
Armeniasaid.

“This trip can help both sides to develop the
relationships, and certainly wider dimensions
of cooperation between two countries will be
flourished,” Nikol Pashinyan said.

Nikol Pashinyan visited Naghsh-e Jahan square
and Imam Mosque on his first coming into the
city. Masoud Nik Ayin, the Director General of
protocol department of Isfahan governorate,
provided the prime minister of Armenia and his
delegation with explanations aboutIsfahan’s
touristattractions and the history of ancient
monumentsinthe city.

Pashiniyanalso visited the Vank Cathedral and
itsmuseum. Thenhe wentto Araratsportclubto
meetthe Armenianslivingin Isfahan.




Iranian Official: Efforts Underway

to Address Economic Woes

Head of Iran’s Plan and Budget Organization Mohammad
Bager Nobakhtsaid efforts are underway to deal with the
tough conditions caused by the cruel US sanctions.

Speakingtoreporters on the sidelines of a gathering of traffic
police officersin Tehran on Saturday, Nobakht said the US
economic sanctions againstIran and its move to “wage an
unequal inhumane war” on the Islamic Republic triggered

difficult conditionsin Iran.

Followingthe US government’s decision to withdraw from the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and re-impose

NEWS

Iran, Chinatrade exceeds
SL73binJanuary

Iran’s trade with China amounted to $1.734
billion in January this year, registering a
sharp fall of 54.8% compared with lastyear’s
corresponding period.

Iran’s exportsto Chinastood at1.012 billion
inthe firstmonth of 2019, witnessing a sharp
decline 0f51.9% fromits previous $2.1 billion
inJanuary2018.

The Islamic Republic’simports from the East
Asian country stood at$722 millioninJanuary,
whichalsoshowsa58.3% drop in comparison
toits previous $1.73 billion during the same
periodin2018.

Customs datashow thatthetradesbetweenthe
two countries stood at $3.83 billionin January
2018.

Iran, Lebanonreview

promoting economic ties
Iran envoy to Lebanon Jalal Firouznia and
Lebanese Minister of Finance Ali Hassan Khalil
discussed developing economicrelations.
Iran, Lebanonreview promoting economicties
During the meeting, both sides reviewed
broadeningcooperationineconomicfield.
Earlier inameeting with Lebanese Minister
of State for Foreign Trade Hassan Mourad,
Firouznia explored avenues for development
ofeconomicand traderelations between the
two states.

Firouzniaand Mourad surveyed also Tehranand
Beirut'sbilateral relations, following formation
of Lebanon’s new government.

Turkey invited toupgrade
Quetta-Zahedan railway

line

Government of Pakistan hasinvited Turkey to
collaborate in upgradation of Quetta-Taftan-
Zahedanrailtrack, Radio Pakistanreported.
Federal Minister for Railways Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmad made the offer during a meeting with
Turkishambassador to Pakistan [hsan Mustafa
YurdakulinIslamabad on Friday.

Earlier the minister had told Ambassador of
Iranto Pakistan Mehdi Honardoostthat Quetta-
Taftan-Zahedan rail track will be upgraded on
fasttrackbasis.

“Collaborationinimproving the rail network
between Pakistan and Iran will be in the mutual
interestofboththe countries,” Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmadsaid.

Quetta-Taftan Railway route is one of four
mainrailway routes in Pakistan, operated and
maintained by Pakistan Railways. The line
begins from Quetta station and ends at Koh-e-
Taftan station.

oil exportstozero.

cruel sanctions againstIran, the topic of economicindicesin
Iran attracted attention, he noted.
“Efforts are underway to weather the tough conditions in
cooperation with oneanother, to meetthe society’sdemands
and to move towards development,” Nobakhtadded.
Tensions between Iran and the US have escalated since US
President Donald Trump walked away from the 2015 nuclear
dealbetween Iran and world powersin May 2018 and re-
imposed sanctions on the [slamic Republic.
US officialshave repeatedly claimed thattheyaim to cutIran’s

Following the US exit from the nuclear deal, Iran and the
remaining partieslaunched talks to save theaccord.

Trump on August 6 signed
an executive order
re-imposing  many
sanctionsonIran, three
months after pulling
outofthe Irannuclear
deal.

Hesaid the US policyisto
levy “maximum economic
pressure” onthe country.
The second batch

inNovember 2018.

Doublein February: Report

Asia’s crude oilimports from Iran dipped in January to

thelowestin two months after top buyers Chinaand India

slowed down purchasesand asJapanrecorded zeroimports

forathird month, governmentand trade data showed.

Asia’stop fourbuyers of Iranian
crude - China, India, Japan and
South Korea-imported a total
710,699 barrels perday of crude
fromIranin]anuary,49 percent
lower than the same month in
2018, the data collated by
Thomson Reutersshowed.

US sanctions on Iran that took
effectlastNovemberhaveaffected
its exports to Asia even though
Washington gave waiversto eight
countriesallowingthemtoimport
lowervolumes ofIranian oil forsix
months.

Buyershad to overcome shipping
and payment issues which
delayedtheresumptionoflranian
oilimportsinJapanand South

Korea.Iranisthe fourth-largest
oil producerin the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries.

InJanuary, Japan lifted its first
Iranian oil cargo since the
sanctions and the shipmentis
expectedtoarriveinFebruary.
South Korearesumedimports of
[ranian oilinJanuaryafterafour-
month hiatus, butits shipments
were down 75 percent from
the same month lastyear, data
fromthe Korea National Oil Corp
showed.Thethird-largestbuyer
oflranianoilin Asiahasrestricted
itspurchasesto only condensate,
anultralightoilusedinproducing
naphtha for petrochemical

sanctions againstthe Islamic Republic

took effect

Asia’s Iran Crude Oil Imports to Nearly
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production.ImportsbyJapanand
South Koreaaresettopickupin
the months up to May as buyers
maximize the volume of oil they
canliftduring the waiver, trade
sources said.Februaryimports
into Asiaare expected tonearly
double to 1.38 million bpd,
Refinitivdatashowed.

Iran’s biggest customer China

imported377,038bpdin]January,
down from more than 500,000
bpdin December. Still China’s
Januaryimportsremainedabove
the 360,000 bpd thatBeijing can
importunderthe waiver.

Indiaalsoscaledbackimportsin
Januaryto 270,500 bpd, below
the300,000bpdthatlran’ssecond
largestclientisallowed toimport.

Indiacommitted toinvest
3008Smin Chabahar Port

India Global Ports Limited (IGPL) is committed toinvestingupto $500m
todevelop Chabahar PortinsouthernIranas partofseries of projects
worthhundreds of millions of dollars,asenior official said.AlirezaJahan,
therepresentative ofthe Iranian partner of IGPL, said the investments
willbe made over the next 10 years to equip the port of Chabahar with
specialloadingand unloadingharbor facilities.IGPLhasbeen tasked with
administeringand runningthe terminal of the first phase of ‘Beheshti

harbor’ atChabahar Port.IGPLalso officiallyisin charge of navigation
inthe portof Chabahar from January with $85 million investment.
AccordingtoJahan,assoon as the Chabahar-Milakand Qazvin-Rasht
railwaysare connected to Iran>snational railway network, Chabahar Port
willhaveabiggershareinthe Asiantransportation market.The portisa
key trade hub, providing Afghanistan with directseaaccess.Iran, India
and Afghanistan signed a trilateral agreementon the development of
Chabahar Portin Tehranin May 2016 to establishastrategic transitand
transportroute connecting the three countries. The agreementaimsat
developingthesouthernIranportintoaregional trade hub.Indiabegan
commercial activityat Chabahar onJanuary 8th.
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Turkish Chain Restaurant to Open s Branchesin Iran

Oneof Turkey’sleading food chains, Bursa Kebap House, which started with three branchesin 2010, has focused on foreign targets

thisyearafter growing through the management strategies of two entrepreneurial brothers as well as a franchising system.

aﬁdjg}n

ISFAHAN
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NEWS

[tcurrentlyhas98branches
in 37 provinces both at
homeand abroad.
Thenextoverseasbranch of
thebrand, which previously
oo [ opened branches in
Germany, willbelocated in
Iran. Bursa Kebap House has signed
amaster franchise agreement with
Sweet World Trade Development
PVT, Iran’s well-established trading
company with active operationsin
Turkey, Daily Sabahreported.
With this master franchise agreement,

itplanstoopen30branchesinlIran
inthe firstfive years. The company,
which has therightto sub-franchise
with its own investments, will also
carry out sales, marketing and
distribution of Bursa Kebap House
products.

The investor intends to grow its
business in Iran by opening the
first five branchesin 2019 with an
investmentof $2.5 million.

The Iranian company, which will
employ atleasttwo Turkish citizens
ineachbranchundertheagreement,
will pay $30,000 and a 4% royalty fee
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to Bursa Kebap House for franchising
namerights.

Determined to make its brand global,
Cem Helvaci, the chairman of Bursa
KebapHouse, urged Turkishbrandsto
be courageous aboutentering foreign
markets.

“The number of brands coming
from all over the world to Turkey
isincreasing every day. While we
compete with foreign brandsin the
country, we also believe a Turkish
brand can make aname for itselfand
successfully grow abroad,” Helvaci
said.

Tehran to host International North-
South Transport Corridormeeting

Iranistohostthe 7th coordination
council and the North South
Corridor ministerial meeting on
March4-5inTehran.

“The meetingis tobe hosted by
Iran’s Ministry ofRoadsand Urban
Development. Representatives
of 13 member countries of
International North South
Corridor (INSTC) have been
invited,” Amin Tarafo the head of
commercialization departmentat
the Ministry, told Trend.

The official indicated the aim of
the meeting is to facilitate the

transportation proceduresinthe
INSTC.

“Considering the coincidence
of Qazvin-Rasht railway
inauguration with the meeting, it
isagood eventforboth domestic
andinternational transportation,”
hesaid.

“The secretariat of the
international corridor has
beentransferred to the deputy
departmentofMinistry of Roads
and Urban Developmentto follow
theactivities more coherently,”
Tarafoadded.

ISFAHAN
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What's News

AUTCUP

2019 kicks off
at'Tehran’s
Amirkabir
University

The Amirkabir
International Robotic
and Artificial Intelligence
Contest (AUTCUP 2019)
kicked this morning at
Tehran’s  Amirkabir
University of Technology
(AUT) and will continue
through March4.

The three-day eventis
organized by AUT in
collaboration with the
International Federation
of  Robot  Sports
Association (FIRA) and
thelranian FIRA National
Committee.

The contest is being
held on the theme of
research, skill and
entrepreneurship
in order to empower
the concept of the
knowledge-based
economy. AUTCUP 2019
holdsleaguesonartificial
intelligence, FIRA Sport,
FIRA Challenge, FIRA
Drone, FIRA Youth and
Demonstration.

A total of 542 robotic
teams from 15 countries,
namely Russia, Australia,
Taiwan, China, Germany,
South Korea, Brazil,
Mexico, Italy, Canada,
Indonesia, Turkey,
Afghanistan, Lithuania
andIranaretakingpartat
the competition.

The event aims to take
the spirit of science
and technology to
the young generation
and laymen, promote
the development of
autonomous multi-agent
roboticsystem that can
cooperate with each
otherand to contribute
to the state-of-the-art
technologyimprovement
in this specialized
field, bring together
skilledresearchersand
students from different
backgrounds such as
robotics, sensor fusion,
intelligent  control,
communication,
image processing,
mechatronics, computer
technology, artificial
life, etc.into anew and
growinginterdisciplinary
field of intelligent
autonomous soccer-
robotsto play the game
ofsoccer.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE

1,293.8%
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Palermo, CFT

review post-
poned tonext
Iranianyear

The Expediency
Council’s Saturday
meeting on joining
the UN Convention on
Transnational Crime
(Palermo bill) ended
without conclusion,
leaving the fate of
the bill unknown till
the nextIranianyear
(starting in March
21),amember of the

council said.

Upon the request
of Government
and Parliament

representatives to
decide the fate of
Palermo and CFT,
Expediency Council
will be given more
time toreview the bills,
member of Expediency
Council Seyyed
Mostafa Mirsalim said
on Saturday.

Another member the
Council Gholamreza
Mesbahi also said the
nextsessiontoreview
the bills has been
postponed to the next
Iranianyear (starting
inMarch 21).

The Palermo bill had
beenonce examinedin
the Guardian Council
and then in the high
supervisory board
of the Expediency
Council, where the
bodies found some
flaws with it and
referreditbacktothe
Parliament. However,
the Parliamentinsisted
on its endorsement
and returned the bill
to the Expediency
Council for the final
verdict.
Together with the bill
on Iran’s accession
to the convention
against the funding
of terrorism
(CFT), Palermo is a
controversial FATF-
related bill thatIran
has been requested
toendorseinorderto
join the anti-money
laundering watchdog
and get off the body’s
blacklist.

The Palermo bill needs
at least two third
of the votes today to
be endorsed by the
Expediency Council.
The Paris-based
Financial Action
Task Force (FATF)
watchdogsaid on Feb.
02 thatithasextended
Iran’sdeadline to June
tostrengthenits anti-
money laundering
legislation.

Iran Rejects UN Special
Rapporteur’s ‘Baseless’

Allegations

The Iranian Judiciary’s High Council for Human Rights
rejected recentallegationsleveled againstthe country by
the United Nation’s special rapporteur as “baseless”, saying
the person is misusinghis position to propagandaagainst
theIslamic Republic.

In astatementissued on Saturday, the High Council for
Human Rights said Javaid Rehman’s numerous interviews
withvarious mediaoutletsincluding the BBC,whichis well

known forits hostile reports against Iran, are “ablatant
violation” ofthe UN framework, within which he hasbeen
chosenasspecial rapporteur.

“Undoubtedly, his propaganda activities, which are
accompanied by the misuse of a UN official title, and his
baselessallegationsagainstIran, seriously castdoubton
his competenceasarapporteur;,” the statementread.

In hislatestreport submitted to the UN Human Rights
Council on February 27, Rehman raised allegations
over purported human rights violationsin Iran, paying
particularattention to the way the death penaltyis carried
outinthe IslamicRepublic.

In a meeting in
Geneva in March
2018, the United
Nations Human
Rights Council
(UNHRC) passed

a resolution
against Iran
and extended
the special
rapporteur’s
mandate for another
year.
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A Loud Message to Washington

On Monday, for the first time Syrian President Bashar al-Assad

paid asurprise visitto Iran.

Duringhis stay, the Syrian president met with Leader of Islamic

Revolution Ayatollah Khamenei, President Hassan Rouhaniand

othertop officials.

Itgoeswithoutsayingthatthe
goal was to thank Tehran for
itssupportinthe Syrian war.
However, the main aim was
to show thatIran and Syria,
beside theirallies, will guard
the ‘Axis of Resistance’,come
whatmay. [talsosentaclear
message to Washington that
Damascus will never break
tieswith Tehran and thatIran
will neverleave Syriain its
war against terrorism and
extremism.
Thisisanimportantmessage,
as Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo keeps saying that US
forces will work with allies
to “expel every lastIranian
boot” from Syria. He also says
there willbe no US money for
reconstruction of Syria, and
thatreinstated US sanctions
againstlranare “the strongest
inhistoryand will keep getting
tougher”

Firstofall, Iranhasno military
bases in Syria but military
advisers. They are there at
the invitation of the Syrian
governmentand will surely
leave the moment Damascus

says so.
In addition, Damascus has
flatly dismissed US call
for awithdrawal of [ranian
forces from Syria. On the
face of it, in Syria’s seven-
year-old conflict, Iran has
provided vital support to
the army and governmentin
their fightagainstterrorist
groups, including ISIL and
Al-Qaeda.Iranian forces and
Lebanon’s Hezbollah helped
Damascus claw back control
of major cities and towns from
militants and terrorists with
ahelping hand from Russian
airpower. That explains
why President Assad says
“Whether Iranian forces or
Hezbollah withdraw or stayin
Syriais notup fordiscussion
becauseit’sthebusinessofthe
Syrian government.”

According to Fars News
Agency, last but not the
least, per international law,
Washington cannot claim
Iran’s counter-terrorism
activities can’t be allowed
to continue in Syria, much
less threaten that the USis

prepared to actunilaterally
and impose “the strongest
sanctionsinhistory” on Iran
unlessittakes dramaticsteps.
Whatis trueis thatIran has
no cutthroatstrategy in Syria
with the sole purpose to turn
the countryinto a permanent
client state to serve its so-
called maligninterests. Unlike
whatthe US, Israel and Saudi
Arabiawould like to suggest,
Tehran is not building a
land bridge from Iran to the
Mediterranean Seato threaten
Israel and the entire Middle
East.

It'sin factthe ambitious plan
by war-party Washington
and company to draw a
new Middle East map that
threatens to destabilize the

Syriaor disengagementfrom
regional issues makes the
likelihood of ithappening so
muchmorereal.

Iran understands
the consequences of
disengagement. [t will create
a vacuum that terrorists -
including ISIL and Al-Qaeda
- would instantly fill. Iran’s
enemies are waiting at the
gates, ready to fill its place.
Thereisnodoubtthatwithout
asolid military supportfrom
Iran, Syria’s ability to counter
terroristgroups would be put
atsevererisk.Itwould bea
catastrophicblow toregional
peace and stability - and a
major strategic victory for
terroristsand their patrons.

Detention of Saudi Women A ‘Political Crackdown’ Led by MbS: Report

Saudi Arabia will refer a group of
prominent women’s rights activists
to court, the public prosecutor said,

inJune.

According to Bloomberg,
detention has become a symbol ofa

governmentdid notsay how many are
beingreferred tothe courts.
Some ofthose detained had been sent

their

moving forwardina case that’s sparked
controversyathomeand abroad.
Investigationsinthe caseare complete
and anindictmenthasbeen prepared
againstthe defendants,whoareaccused
of“coordinated activity to undermine
the security, stability and social peace of
thekingdom,” the public prosecutor said
inthe statement, published Friday night
by the official Saudi Press Agency.

The prosecutor added that “all the
defendants, in this case, enjoy all the
rightsthatthelaw guaranteesthem.”
Authorities had detained the activists
lastMay,along with several of their male
supporters.Mostofthem had fought for
years for the right for women to drive,
only tobe arrested amonth before that
right was granted by the government

political crackdownled by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.

Prince Mohammed alsohas comeunder
international pressure since the murder
of Washington Post columnist Jamal
Khashoggiby SaudiagentsinIstanbul
last October. The government has
denied thatthe crown prince played any
roleinthekilling. US President Donald
Trump hassaid, “maybe he did, maybe
hedidn’t”

The government hasn’t named
the activists who were detained --
supporters say they include Loujain
AlHathloul, Aziza Alyousef,and Eman
AlNafjan--and has denied assertions
by family members and human rights
groups thatsome ofthem were tortured
and subjected to electric shocks. The

home recently,leading Ali Shihabi --
who heads a pro-Saudi think tank in
Washington -- to write on Twitter thathe
was getting “strong signals from Riyadh
thatthisnightmare” would be oversoon.
AlHathloul had received a visitinjail
recently from an official who asked her
tosignapetitionrequestingapardon
from King Salman, her sister Alia Al
Hathloul said.

“Hesaid everythingisrepairable,” Alia Al
Hathloul said. “We were kind ofhopeful,
and I wasreally thinking she was going
tobereleasednowand I'mso surprised
toseethis.It'svery confusing.”

Itis possible the activists could be put
ontrial, convicted and then given aroyal
pardon.

NEWS

Pakistan embraces Iran’s
mediatoryrole to ease

tensions with India

Pakistan Army Spokesman Major General
AsifGhafoor welcomed the recent offer of the
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifto help achievingapeaceful resolution
for the differences between Pakistan and
India.

Director General (DG) of the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said that Pakistan
supports and encourages the offer of Iranian
friends. “This is what we expect from our
friend and brotherly country of Iran,” he told
IRNAin ameeting which was held atarmy
headquarters to briefthe foreign media on
recentdevelopmentsinthe subcontinentas
well as growing tensions between Pakistan
and India.

Mohammad Javad Zarif held a phone
conversation on February 28 with his
Pakistani counterpart Shah Mahmood
Qureshi and offered mediation in the
escalating tensions between India and
Pakistan.

Ghafoor expressed hisgratitude to the Iranian
government for the offeradding that ‘Iranlike
our other friends Turkey and Chinahasalways
followed abalanced policy on Pakistan-India
ties.

Elsewhere, he said that Pakistan is also
considering fencingthe commonborderwith
Iraninorderto ensure security on border
regionsand thatIslamabad would discuss the
issue furtherwith Iranian ‘brothers’.

Rouhani’s visittobe
turning pointin Iran-Iraq
ties: Baghdad

Theimminentvisitoflran’s President Hassan
Rouhanito Baghdad would be aturning point
inthe two countries’ relations, asenior Iraqi
official said Saturday.

‘Thevisitis eagerly anticipated by Iraq’s
governmentand people, the country’s Deputy
Foreign Minister Nazar al-Khairullah told
the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) in
theIraqicapital speakingonavisitto Iraq by
PresidentRouhanithatisslated forMarch 11.
‘The visitin the current situation will be a
historic,importantone, he said.

The two countries share many commonalities
and thereis much understanding between
them, and the visitby Iran’s president would
beaturningpointintheirrelationssinceanew
cabinethas cometo officein Iraq, Khairullah
said.

Iraq’s Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdialso
seesthevisitas opening up new horizonsin
Irag-Iranrelations,headded.

Tehran and Baghdad have the political will
for strengthening ties between the two
neighboringnations, he said, addingthatthe
enhancementofbilateral relations willbe in
theinterestofthe two countries,aswell asthe
region.

Syrian M P says Assad visitto' Tehran
proofof Resistance’s victory

Thehistoricvisitofthe Syrian President Basharal-Assad
tolranand the warmwelcome hereceived wasadisplay
oftriumph of the Resistance,amember of the Syrian
Parliamenttold theIslamicRepublicNews Agency (IRNA).
‘Given the friendly and sincere ties between the two
countries, the visitwas quite natural though the timing
cameasasurprise, said Mohammad Foaz.

Notingthat Iran and Syria are the ‘backbone’ of the
Resistance, Foazadded, Iranand Syriaare standingagainst

theZionist-USplansinthe strongestwaypossible.
‘Thevisitwasastrongresponsetothedirectandindirect
messages which were sentto Syria, sometimes through
mediators, urging it to cut relations with Iran and
Hezbollahinreturnforreconstructionassistance’

Foazsaid thatal-Assad’s meetingwith the Supreme Leader
oftheIslamicRevolution Ayatollah Seyyed AliKhamenei
sentthemthemessagethatthiswillnothappen.

The Syrian MP added thatafter the visit, the people of
Resistance countries rested assured thattheirleaders
won'tletthemaloneand thattheywillbe protected by their
leaders; they cantrusttheirleaders’ decisions, because

theirinsight,
precisionand
honesty have
beenproven.
He further
said that the
Resistance had
surprisingly
gotten stronger
everydaydespite sanctions, pressuresand the eight-year
war,and added thatthe Resistance proveditis capable of
victory withouthelp of Western countries.
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Iran Condemns
Britain’s
Blacklisting of
Hezbollah

Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman  Bahram
Qassemi strongly
condemned a recent
move by the British
government to list
Lebanon’sHezbollahasa
terroristgroup and said
themovement,whichitself
isavictim of terrorism,
is highly popular in
Lebanon.“Currently,
Hezbollah not only has
anumberofseatsinthe
parliament, but also is
presentinthe Lebanese
cabinet,andissupported
byawiderange of people
in Lebanon and the
region for its brilliant
record of defending the
country’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity
against the Zionist
regime’s occupationand
aggression,” Qassemisaid.

Iran FM to Trump: You'll nevergetabetter deal than

Iranian Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarifmocked U.S. President Donald
Trump over the collapse ofa summiton North Korean denuclearization, saying
Washingtonwouldnotgetabetter deal thanIrannuclear deal.“President Trump
should've nowrealized that pageantries, photo-ops & flip-flops don't make for
serious diplomacy.Ittook 10yrs of posturing plus two years-literally thousands of
hours-ofnegotiations tohammer outevery word of the 150 page JCPOA. You'll never
getabetterdeal,” Mr.Zarifwrote on his official Twitter account.A second summitbetween
and North Koreanleader Kim Jong Un collapsed on Thursday over sanctions, and the two sides gave conflicting
accounts ofexactlywhathappened, raising questions aboutthe future of their denuclearization talks.

Trump

Iranian Official: Efforts Underway
to Address Economic Woes

Zarifdescribes Trump approach to diplomacy as flip-

flops

Iranian foreign minister criticized the US president’s

approachtodiplomacy, describingitas pageantries, photo-

opsand flip-flops.

=
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account.

He madetheremarksinreactionto failure
ofthe US President Donald Trump’s direct
talks with North Korean Leader Kim Jong-

Un.

Iranian

‘President Trump should’ve
now realized that pageantries,
photo-ops & flip-flops don’t
make for serious diplomacy,
foreign minister

S Mohammad Javad Zarifsaidina

messagereleased in his twitter

Asummitbetween Donald Trump and the
North Koreanleader Kim Jong-un ended
withoutagreementafter the US refused
North Korean demands for sanctions
relief,the US presidenthas said.

North Koreahas denied Trump’s claim
thatthe country demanded total sanctions
reliefduringafailed summitin Hanoi.

‘It took 10yrs of posturing plus two
years-literally thousands of hours-of
negotiations to hammer out every word
ofthe 150 page JCPOA. You'll never geta
betterdeal, Zarifsaid in his message.

The US president had called for
negotiation toreach abetter deal with
Iranbefore the country withdrew the deal,
known also as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Belgian Lawmaker Says Mocking Islam by Catholic

School Leads to Islamophobia

independentmember of parliament from Brussels Regional Parliament Mahinur Ozdemirreacted to a high

school eventin which students mocked Islam dressed like suicide bombers, as normalizing Islamophobia.
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Belgian
Mocking Islam by Catholic
School LeadstoIslamophobia
Thereaction cameafteravideo
released on Instagram showing
high school seniors wearing
_BEEM .. scarfsand suicide belts
while imitating the movement of Islamic
prayer.Senior students traditionally
celebrate graduation ceremonies 100
daysbeforethe end of school year; Mahinur
Ozdemir, an independent member of
parliament from Brussels Regional

Lawmaker

Parliament, told Anadolu Agency.

“However, it is scandalous that these
students chose the theme as ‘Islam and
Saudi Arabia’and imitated prayer moves
wearing headscarves and bombed
belts, therefore relating Muslims with

terrorism.”

Principal]Jan de Gendtofthe College Paters

Says

Jozefieten, the Catholic schoolin Ghent
where the students attend, defended
theiractionsand saiditis an event for
entertainment and does not aim to
provoke or upsetanyone.

Ozdemir said the principal’s remarks
normalizes such events and thatleads
to Islamophobia.“Is it free to wear
headscarves forentertainment, whileitis
forbidden towearitatschools?” Ozdemir
asked.

It is intolerable that students wear
traditional Arab clothes and relate Islam
and Muslims with terrorism and violence,
said Coskun Beyazgul, the head ofreligious
affairs in Belgium.“This behavior, which
is incompatible with the culture of
coexistence and causesthe dissemination
of negative Islamic perception in the
public, is seen as amanifestation of anti-
Islamicand hate speech,” headded.

Britain Sponsor of Terrorism: Hezbollah Official

Hezbollah’s second-in-command Sheikh Naim

Qassem condemned arecentmove by the British

governmenttolistthe Lebanese movementas

aterror group, saying that London, itself, isa

sponsor ofterrorism.

n

“Britain, itself,is one of the backers of
terrorismand a member ofalliances
thatinvaderegionalnations,” Sheikh
Naim Qassem saidinaspeechinthe
Lebanese city of Baalbek on Friday.
The British government is not

NEWS
m_ entitled to determine who should be

listed as terrorist, the Hezbollah official added.
Britain’s move toinclude Hezbollah on the terrorism
list, whichis condemned, indicates thatthe countryis
seekingtorevive “its dark history of colonialism”, he
wentontosay.Earlier thisweek, the UK proscribed the
Lebanese Shiite group’s political wingasaterrorist
organization, after previously distinguishing it from
itsmilitary branch.Hezbollah said in a statement that
the decision was motivated by “servile obedience
tothe USadministration,” and said that “the British
governmentis buta mere follower in service of
its American master.”The British government has
insulted the sentiments and the will of the Lebanese
peoplebyadoptingthis decision,”itadded.

Syria Strongly Slams UK Decision to Ban Hezbollah

The Syrian governmentstrongly denounced the
British government’s decision tolist Hezbollah
asaterroristorganization,areportsaid.

A SyriaForeign and Expatriates Ministry official
said the decision is proofof Britain’s deep-
rooted hostility against Lebanon, describing
London as the godfather of partitioning the
Arab nation via the infamous Sykes-Picot
agreementthatliterally cutthe Middle Eastas
weknow itinto pieces, SANAreported.“Britain
hasalsobeenaconstantand main partnerin
all forms ofaggression againstthe Arabnation,
beginning with the tripartite aggression on
Egypt, and mostrecently taking partin the
tripartite Westernaggression on Syriain April
2018,which showed Britain subservience to
the USprojectintheregion,” the officialadded.
The official wenton to say thatitis no secretto
anyone thatBritainisharboring various Takfiri
organizationsto serve Israeliinterestsinthe
region.

“Those who follow such policies are devoid
of credibility, and have no right to level
accusations atanyone, particularly against
Hezbollah which is a national resistance
movementagainstthe Israelioccupation,and
itslegitimacyis guaranteed by international
law and the UN Charter, not by an unjust
decision made by a history with adarkhistory
ofenslaving peopleand usurpingtheirrights.”
UKHome Secretary Sajid Javid said on Monday
thatthe governmentwill designate the entire
Hezbollah organization asa “terrorist” entity

as of Friday subject to the approval of the
parliament.

Javid, an extreme right-wing politician of
Pakistaniorigin, said the UK governmentwasno
longerable to maintain a distinction between
Hezbollah’s political and military activities and
thuswillinclude the group’s political unitinits
blacklist.

“Hezbollah is continuinginits attempts to
destabilize the fragile situation in the Middle
East-and we arenolongerable to distinguish
between their already banned military wing
and the political party,” said Javid, adding,
“Because of this, I have taken the decision to
proscribe the groupinitsentirety,” headdedin
astatement.

Britain hasbecomeincreasingly angered by
Hezbollah’srolein an anti-militancy campaign
in Syria, where London has for the pasteight
years supported terrorist groups opposed to
the governmentofPresident Basharal-Assad.
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