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Attraction

I
Tehran Nature
Bridge

Tehran is the capital of
Iran which is known
as the main and largest
metropolis of the country.
This cityis considered as
the heart of Iran which
flow oflife is tangible in
everywhere of the city.
Widerange of spectacular
landscapes create happy
and enjoyable moments
forresidentsand guests of
the capital, Tehran.
Although, sometimes the
blue sky of the city is not
visible due to air pollution
butvariety of beauties of
the city will amaze youin
this famous city.

Here, eye-catching
attractions are available
all over the city. Some
of them are signs of the
historyand othersreflect
thebeauties ofthe nature.
Onthe other hand, there
are also some modern
structures to indicate
architectural and
technical principles.

The Nature Bridge or
Pol-e Tabiatis known as
one of these beautiful
attractions with unique
structure which attracts
large number of visitors
fromall overthe world.
This structure is the new
symbol of Tehran after the
Milad tower.

Stay with us to enjoy
various beauties of this
spectacular attraction.
The Tabiat bridge of
Tehran is a two-story
bridge located in the
Abbas Abad district.

This bridge joints the
Taleqani park in east
with the Ab-o Atash park
in west. This unique
structure was designed by
two prominentarchitects
named Leila Araghianand
Alireza Behzadi.

The firststudyto construct
the bridge waslaunched
in 2009 and finally came
into operationin 2014.
Many experts consider
someimportantpoints to
construct the structure
such as environmental
issuesand etc.
Thisbridge is privileged
to have an excellent
positioninaway thatdear
visitorsenjoy view of main
highways of the city such
as Modarres, Hemmat,
Haganiand Resalat.

The bridge was built with
length of 300 meters
and weightof 2000 tons.
The Tabiatbridge canbe
considered as the largest
pedestrian bridge of Iran.
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Reaching Halfofthe World in beautiful
Isfahan, Iran

As amatter of fact, Isfahanis precisely
that, an oasis of beauty,and what we were
aboutto explore was avivid proofofthat.
Startingrightfrom the Iranian city’sheart,
the world-famous Imam Square (Nagsh-e
Jahan), Iarge parkboasting a giant pool
festooned with dancing fountains and
framed with historical monuments such
as Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, Imam Mosque
and Ali Qapu Palace, the remarkable
building commissioned by Safavid ruler
Shah Abbas Ithatserved as a glorious
entrance to the main places bearing the
name ofhis dynasty.

While Masjid-e Imam (or Masjid-e Shah,aswas
itsname before 1979 Revolution) is, without
adoubt, astriking feastfor the eyes, [ enjoyed
more myjourney through the play oflight, the
beguilinginteraction of colours, symmetries
andpatterns,and the quietatmosphere of Sheikh
LotfollahMosque.

Originally meantasaprivate prayer place for
theroyal family, thismosque, apartfrombeing
without minarets, it’salsomuch smallerthan
Masjed-e Imam. A detail that I would have
certainly missed when [ was leaving, if the
mosque guard wouldn’thave pointed itoutto
us, was thebeautiful trick oflight on the ceiling
withwhich the sunrays seeping through the
hole, sketch the shape of peacocktail, the only
possiblewayananimal,orpartofone, could have
beenrepresentedinsideamosque.

After the mandatory tour ofthe two mosques
inIsfahan Nagsh-eJahan, make thetimetovisit
Kakh-eAliQapu,, Persianstandingfor “palace of
thesupremegate”.

Theintricate and beautiful decorations of Ali
Qapu PalaceinIsfahan Royalresidence ofthe
Safavid king, 16th century Ali Qapu Palace s
strategicallylocated in the middle of the most
importantbuildings of the time. Not only it
offersanastonishinginsightof Safavid artistic
interiors, butalsoafish-eye view of Nagsh-e
JahanSquare.

Startyourtour of 6-storey Kakh-e Ali Qapuwith
the frescoes ofthe ground floor, climb up the
brightly decorated stairsand reach the terrace
fromwhereyou cantake thebestphoto ofImam
Square,and enjoy thelife in the historical park
andbazaar. Whenyouare done, keep climbing
up and getto the stunning “Music Hall” on the
lastfloor, the ceiling of whichis finely carved not

only for creative reasons butalsowith acoustic
purposesto enhance the sounds and music.
Outofthe 52rooms, onlyafew canbevisitedas
renovationworksarestillgoingon. Hopefully,we
willbeabletovisitmoreareas.

Many were the projects part of Shah Abbas’
bigger design after he moved the capital from
QazvintolIsfahan.

Hismostimmediate urban plansincluded the
construction of Chaharbagh AbbasiStreetanda
seriesofgardensonbothsidesofImamSquare.
Partofthisserieswasalso Chehel Sotoun Garden,
literally “fortypillars”,asquare-shaped parkthe
mainentrance of whichrunsthroughacovered
passagewaythatleadsto AliQapuPalace.Chehel
Sotoun Garden comprises also ofa pavilion
which, thankstotheusual elaborate decorations
thatadornpalaces,mosquesand monumentsin
Iran, constitutesagreatsubject for passionate
photographers.

LikeinmostPersian-style gardens, water plays
amajorrole organized inbasins, streams, and
pools,and here, probably due to the presence
ofthefortypillars,itdoesactually contribute to
creatingan otherworldlyatmosphere whenthe
porchofthepavilionreflectsonthe water.
Wanderinginside the pavilion of Chehel Sotoun
Gardenin Esfahan Theshiftfrom Chehel Sotoun
toHashtBeheshtwas quickand spontaneous.
HashtBehesht, literally translatinginto “eight
heavens” isanother palace from the Safavid
erabuiltintheheartofagarden. Thenamesays
itpretty muchall, the stunning palace boasts
somesophisticated decorations,and amaze of
halls, passageways,and porchesdecorated with
pillarsallaround,adorning mirrorartworkand
finewall paintings.

Obviously, despite the beauty ofthese gardens
and palaces, thereal, undisputed stars of the
showin centralIsfahanarebyallmeansthetwo
mainmosques, Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, known
forbeingwithoutminarets,and ImamMosque,
themainplacefor prayer. Standingontwosides
ofImam Square, themosquesarethe city’smost
visitedlandmarks, glorious examples of Safavid
sacredarchitecturewhere majesty,opulentblue-
tiled mosaicdesign,and tangled pastel-colored
patternsarethemain featuresthatdefinethese
monumentsemblematicof17-centuryIslamic
decorationinlranand Shah Abbas’visionofart
andbeauty.Allaround Imam Square isanother
wonder of Persia’s former capitalis [sfahan
Bazaar, or Ali Qapu Bazaar Artistic Complex, as

readsthesignatitsentrance. Fromminute one,
[was fully aware [ would have taken plenty of
picturesand forked outgood cashthere,andasa
matter offact, thisis exactlywhathappened.So,
sinceIlovelocal markets, after the mandatory
sightseeing, I dived into the colourful stalls
displayinglranianhandicraftinallitsfacets, from
finessilverware toblue ceramicsto tiny marble
mortarsusedtogrind the precioussaffron.
Several picturesand Rialslater; Iwas makingmy
way back to the parkwhere Madi was waiting
and sunbathing, when Navid, ayoungcarpet
seller, stopped and invited me for tea. With
allthe discretion and sense of respectability
proper ofan 18th-century corset-clad lady
thatwould have made Jane Austen proud, I
thanked him, assuring would have comeback
later, ill-concealingmyinner thoughts ofavery
21st-centuryworldly-wise experienced woman
meaningprettymuch “Yeah, right”.

Little did  know, however, that Madi had a
differentideaaltogether. Aslonlystarted to
mention “te.,shedidn’tevenletmefinishandas
aproper Iranian with onlythe cute tulip-shaped
cup filled with the golden drinkin mind, she
darted towards the carpetsection, givingmea
little time to collect my stuff (and myself). Navid
wasobviouslylovelyand theteaexperience was
enrichedbyaninterestingchatandaplungeinto
the Persian carpetworld, the bestwaytoround
offalongday spentaround mosques, palaces,
andgardens.

OurstayinEsfahandidn’tend there, fortunately,
and the day after we visited the Armenian Vank
Cathedralinthe charming]olfadistrict,near
whichwediscoveredthelittlegem of Firouz Cafe,
forsureaplacethatwillseeusagainnexttime we
reachHalfofthe Worldin central Iran.

New Jolfa, as it’s the full name of Isfahan
Armenian quarter, was envisioned by Herat-
born Shah Abbas], the fifth king of the grand
Safavid dynasty, who took power when the
country was in a moment of deep crisis,
threatened by the Ottomansand Uzbeksonone
sideand internalrivalries within the Qizilbash
armyonthe other.Somesourcesreportofforced
migrationfrom ArmeniatoIranordered by Shah
Abbas, others speak of Armenians escaping
fromthe Ottomaninvasionand seekingrefuge
inIran. All sources, however, speak of good
living conditionsand greatculturalandreligious
tolerancethe new Christian populationmetonce
settledinIsfahanthankstoitsenlightenedruler.

Iranian House Hotel

The Iranian house of Kashanis 250 years old and
islocated in the Safi neighborhood which can be
considered as one of the oldest neighborhoods
of Kashan.Reinforcement and restoration were
done by maintaining the original pattern during
renovation of the hotelin 7 years. Finally, the house
was turned to anaccommodation center for visitors
fromall over the world.Having stay in this hotel can
bevery interestingand memorable for those who
careabouthistory, culture and traditional artof Iran.
The hotel consists of 5accommodation collection
which everyone hasits own name, appearance and
decorations.

[tshould be noted that the hotel wasbuiltbased on
special traditional pattern or design which canbe
very attractive and eye-catching for you and your
companions.

Actually, passengers will experience a completely
Iranian lifestyle via unique and unparalleled
embellishments, coloring and unforgettable
environments such as pantry, traditional teahouse,
pool, traditional restaurantand etc.

Here, canbe a symbol of forgotten Iranianartand
culture fornew generation.

This structure consists of wide range of mirror hall,
colorful glasses, mirrors, stuccos and paintings
which canbe considered as amuseum of works of
mastersand professors.

Moreover, new generation including interested
people, young people, students and etc. can create
new works inspired by old works.

Itis clearthatvisitors should notsearch elements of
modernhotelsinthisspecial area.

Here, managementand stafftry theirbestto create
anuniqueand differentstay for youbased on Iranian
traditionallifestyle.

NEWS

Isfahan ready to welcome
Nowruzguests

“InNowrouz 2019, travelers will be accommodated
inhotelsand guesthousesin the firstplace.Of course,
morethan 7500school classes, dormitories,and sport
hallshavealsobeen prepared for theaccommodation
of extratravelers,” the deputy of urban services of
Isfahan municipality said. “Considering that the city
hasahigh capacityinreceiving travelers and tourists
inNowrouz, special planning hasbeen donein several
stagesto provide optimal services,” Hossein Amiri
said.Pointing to the Nowruz specific committees at
the executive headquarter of Isfahan’s travel service,
headded, “committees have been established on
handling complaints, security and safety, informing
and publicrelations, judicatory and law enforcement
affairs, transportation and traffic,accommodation
and guilds, safety and incidents and etc.”“The main
activities have been started since the beginning of
February atIsfahan’s travel service headquarter,
and the settlementand guidance stations have been
plannedin 6regions ofthe city such asthe entrance of
Moallem freeway in the 12th municipal district, the
northwestentrance of Azadegan freeway and Power
and Water Industry University in the 2nd municipal
district, the entrance of Isfahan-Najafabad road in
the 9th municipal district, Imam Rezaboulevard
inthe 15th municipal district, railroad bridge and
Baharestan in the 5thand 6th municipal districts,
inorderto guide travelers to the resting placesand
emplacements,”he noted."Activitiesare being carried
out,and wearereadytoreceive travelers and tourists
since March 16,” healso said.




aircrafts were supposed tobe sold to Iran withina 10-year
period,and added that 3 Airbuses and 8 ATRs had been
purchasedin2016-2017 and late 2017 respectively, and
the purchase of Boeingaircraftsin 2019 was decided upon
aswell.

“However, with the withdrawal of the US from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action on May 8,2018, the US
Department ofthe Treasury announced to all 3 companies
thatthelicense of the Office of Foreign Assets Control

valid, and the airplanes were
being purchased bybeing paid
foronthespot.

“Today, 3 airplanes (Airbus
319) will depart from
Mashhad Airportand willbe
handed overto Iran Airatthe
Mehrabad airport,” she said.
Iran Air Company has 29

Iran Air continues its European
flights

None ofthe European flights of Iran Air have been canceled
and flights are being carried out, said Farzaneh Sharafbafi,
CEO ofIran Air.

According to Sharafbafi, Iran Air continues its flights,
despite the conditions formed due to sanctions.

She pointed outthatnecessary services for flights are not

=
Fexd

provided for some European destinations. Nevertheless,
noroomwas given for the emergence of problems with the

flights.

Sharafbafisaid that 20 ATRs, 80 Boeingand 100 Airbus

NEWS

Caspian Sealittoral states
review ways of tackling
illegal fishing

The ways for combatingillegal fishing were
reviewed in the fourth expert meeting of the
Caspian Sealittoral states in Turkmenistan’s
capital, Ashgabat, on Wednesday.According
to Azerbaijan State News Agency (AZERTAC),
the draftof memorandum of understanding
(MoU) to tackleillegal fishing in the Caspian
Sea also was reviewed in the meeting.
Attended by several experts from Iran, Russia,
Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, the two-day event
wasopened on Tuesday.Morteza Mehranpour,
Head ofthe International Affairs Department
ofIran’s Fisheries Organization, isrepresenting
Iran in the meeting.Meanwhile, the 1st
meeting ofthe Caspian Sea Littoral States work
group held in Baku with the attendance of
representatives from Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia,
Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan on February
19,2019.Earlier on August 16,2018, Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said Iran
believed thatitshould own 20 percent of the
Caspian Sea resources and the issue of an
11-percentshare originates fromanillusory
linerelated to the formerregime of Iran.The
ideathatIranshould possess 50 percent of
the Caspian Seais wrongbecause in thatcase
Turkmenistanand Azerbaijan would have no
share,headded.

Iran, Armeniaink 2 pacts

chairman

Two Memoranda of Understandings were
signed between the Islamic Republicoflranand
the Republicof Armeniaat President Hassan
Rouhaniand Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s
presence.The documents were signed between
Institute of Standards and Industrial Research of
Iranand Ministry of Economic Developmentand
Investments of Armenia, as well as High Council
of Free-Industrial and Special Economic Zones
oflran and Ministry of Economic Development
and Investments of Armenia.

Oilmin. Zanganeh not
resigning: spox

Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh is not
resigning, aspokesman for his ministry said
on Tuesday.Kasra Nouri, director of the Oil
Ministry’s Public Relations, dismissed the
rumors circulatinginsome media thatZanganeh
had submitted his resignation, one day after
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
announced he wasresigning.

“Mr.Zanganeh will do whateveris best for the
nation and the country,” he said, asserting that
the veteran ministerisnotsteppingdown from
hisposition.

(OFAC) for the sale ofaircraftto Iranhad beenrevoked, and
thatthey could obtainalicense only for post-sale services,”
she said.Sharafbafiadded thatnoadvance payments were
being made to the companies when thelicense was still

Industry Min.:

Trade Ministry To Focus On Exports As Driving

aircrafts,and has purchased 3 Airbus
aircrafts.The OFAC, operatingunderthe US Department of
the Treasury, controls the sale of US-produced equipment
to countries under sanctions.
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Force For Economic Development Next Year

The Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Reza

Rahmanisaid thatexportswillbe considered asa

driving force behind the economic development

ofthe countryinthe nextyear (to start March,20

2019).

He made the remark
on Tuesday at the
ceremony of 2nd
National Award of Top
Brands, held at Tehran
PermanentInternational
Fairgrounds.

“Islamic Republic of Iran
enjoys high potentials
in various sectors to
materialize the most
economic objectives,
especiallyin the field of
brands,” headded.
Inthe meantime, public
and private sectors
of the government
have established fair
interaction among
themselves and thereis

not any disagreement
between them, he said,
adding, “under such
circumstances, export
barriers should be
resolved completely”

He reiterated that his
ministry will focus on
exports and mineral
sectorinparticularinthe
cominglranianfiscal year
(tostartMarch 21,2019).
He put the total
production valuein the
mineral sector at $20
billion, of which $9 billion
was exported in the last
Iranian calendar year
(ended March 20,2018).
He went on to say that

thatmore than $7 billion
worth of minerals have
been exportedinthe 11
months of the current
Iranian calendar year
(March21-Feb.21).

Rahmani pointed to
the high number of
neighboring states with
Iran as one of the main
potentials of the country
inthe exports field and

stated, “maintaining
productionlevel in the
currentsituationisthe
main objective of the
ministry.”

Moreover, Iranianbrands
should be taken into
considerationinline with
generating employment
and spurring production,
he maintained.

Kurdistan continues oil exports To Iran despite U.S. sanctions

Iraq’s semi-autonomousregion of Kurdistan continues to keep oil exports and economicrelations with Iran despite the U.S. sanctions

on Tehran, aspokesperson for the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has said.

NO 167

| Sudoku |

=

NEwWs

SN

“We cannot abandon
our historic connection
justbecause ofapolitical
decision,” the NRT news
outlet quoted KRG
spokesperson Safin
DizayeeassayingtoJame
Kurdi.

Kurdistanand Iran have common
economic, political, security, social,
and culturalinterests,accordingto
the KGR spokesman.

Kurdistan plans to honor all
existing contracts butthe decision
isnotentirely in the hands of the
Kurdistan government, Dizayee
said.

“As far as I am aware, there are
talks between the government
in Baghdad and the Americans
regardingthesanctionsonlIran,but
thatno decisionhasbeen made by
the central government,” the KRG
spokesman was quoted as saying.
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Nearly two weeks ago, the KRG
ordered animmediate stop to all
crude oil and refined oil product
exports from Kurdistan to Iran,
after complaints from the U.S.
governmentwhichlookstotighten
the sanctions on Tehran.

Atthe end oflast week, however,
exports via tanker trucks from
Kurdistanto Iranresumed afterthe
KRGrelaxed theinitial exportban.
The KRG’s Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNR) issued on
February 20 exceptions tothe ban
from the previous week, allowing
exports of oil and oil products
originating from Kurdistan to Iran
toresume.

The initial ban on all exports
was the result of U.S. pressure
on Kurdish officials to stop oil
exportstolran,asourceclosetothe
Iranians told Kurdish news outlet
Rudawlastweek.
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Iran,Japan to launch bilateral banking

Japan and Iran will launch
bilateral bankingactivities,
Japanese
Ambassadorto Iran, said at
a meeting with Governor
of Iran’s Central Bank
Abdolnaser Hemmati, Trend

According to the Japanese
despite
implementation of
sanctions by the US,Japanese
companies operating in
Iran have continued their
activitiesin the pastmonths.

Anindustry source who spoke to
Rudaw on condition of anonymity
alsosaid that “American pressure
wasindeed behind theban.”
Meanwhile, Iran’s Foreign Minister
Javad Zarifsaid in aninterview with
the Persian-language Jomhouri
Eslami newspaper that the U.S.
could extend the waivers (or some
ofthose waivers) for Iranian oil
customers to prevent extreme
oil price volatility and high oil
prices.

Saito added that Japan
continues its economic
relationsinaccordance with
national interests.

Itwas decided foranIranian
bank delegation to visit to
Japansoon.
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Aramco
CEOsays
oilindustry
facing‘acrisis
of perception’
Saudi  Aramco’s
chiefexecutive said
on Tuesday the oil
industryisfacing “a
crisis of perception”
and the views of
some observers
thatthe end of oilis
near with the rise
ofelectricvehicles
areillogicaland not
based onfact.

Amin Nasser, CEO
of the national oil
company of the
world’s top crude-
exporting country,
told an industry
eventin Londonthat
demand for oil is
expectedtoincrease
substantially,
driven mainly by
the transportation
sector.
“Important
stakeholdersbelieve
thattheentireworld
will soon run on
anything, but oil.
Theseviewsarenot
based onlogicand
facts,and are formed
mostlyinresponseto
pressureand hype,”
he said in a rare,
strongly worded
remarks.
“Ourindustry faces
acrisisof perception
with multiple
stakeholders. Our
traditional qualities
ofample, reliableand
affordable supply
are not enough
to meet society’s
expectationstoday.”
He said passenger
vehicles made up
just 20 percent of
oil demand, while
therestcame from
othersectorssuchas
planes, ships, trucks
and petrochemicals,
for which there was
no alternative to oil
yettomeetexpected
growthindemand.
He called for more
investment in the
oiland gassectorto
meet future growth
and said the oil
industry must “push
backonexaggerated
theorieslike peakoil
demand”.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,326.4%
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Amir-Abdol-

lahianreveals
hiddenmes-
sageofAssad’s
visitto'T'ehran

A senior official
at the Iranian
Parliament
believes that the
recent visit of
Syrian President
Bashar Assad
to Tehran foiled
enemies plots
for parting Syria
from Iran and
Hezbollah.
Special Assistant
to the Speaker
of the Iranian
Parliament for
International
Affairs, Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian,
said Wednesday
that “the Syrian
President’s visit
to Tehran bore a
hidden yet great
message. The visit
of Bashar Assad
with the Leader
and the president
of our country
at this time was
carried out with
several goals.”
The first goal
was to express
congratulations
on the 40th
anniversary of
IslamicRevolution
victory and the
second was to
appreciate the
support of the
Islamic Republic
for the Syrian
peopleduringthe
imposed war on
terrorism.

He added thatthe
secret message
of the trip was
Assad’s respond
tothe Americans’
new political game
in which they are
trying to convey
this message to
Assad that they
can guarantee
his lifetime
presidency
provided that
Damascus
distances itself
from Iran and
Hezbollah.
Bashar Assad
responded to
enemies’ message
with a ‘loud
voice’ that the
Islamic Republic
of Iran and Syria,
besidetheirallies,
will guard the
Resistance Axis
andregional peace
and security, he
noted.

Daesh Leader Abu Bakr
Al-Baghdadiunder US
Protection: Iraqi MP

Anlraqilawmaker said the leader of the Daesh (ISIS or

allmeansto supportal-Baghdadi’s movementsbetween
Iraqand Syria, he stated.

ThelIraqiparliamentarian wenton to say thatthe Daesh
leaderisunder full protection of American troopsin
Anbar.

Daesh militants made swift advances in much of

them to withdraw from
theterritoriestheyhad
occupied.

In November 2017,
the self-proclaimed
caliphate of Daesh

ISIL) terroristgroup, Abu Bakral-Baghdadi, is currently
protected by US forces in the Arab country’s western

province of Anbar.

Baghdadihas chosen the province’s western desert
areas as a safe haven for himself, Hassan Salem said,
according to the Arabic-language El-Nashra news
website.The US military’s Ayn al-Asad Airbase provides

northern and western Iraq over the summer of 2014,
after capturinglarge swaths of northern Syria.

However, a combination of concentrated attacks by the
Iragi military and the volunteer forces, who rushed to
take arms after top Iraqi cleric Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani
issued a fatwa calling for the fight against the militants,
blunted the edge of Daesh offensive and later forced

FM Zarif Enjoying Leader’s Support:
General Soleimani

commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards

Corps (IRGC) Quds Force called on Foreign Minister

Mohammad Javad Zarif to withdraw his resignation

andsaid heis enjoying Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution

Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei’s supportand approval.

In remarks released on
Wednesday, Major General
Qassem Soleimani pointed
toreasons behind Zarif’s
recentmove toannounce
hisresignation and said
intherecenttrip of Syrian
President Bashar al-
Assad to Tehran and his
meeting with President
Hassan Rouhani, “some
lack of coordination” by
the presidential office has
led to Zarif’s absence from
the meeting, which was
followed by the minister’s
complaint.

“Evidence showsthatthere
was no purpose behind
Mr. Zarif’s absence at this
meeting, and [ should
emphasize thatheis the
main personin charge of
the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s foreign policy as
the Foreign Minister;,” the
commander stressed.

responsible for the
foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
and during his tenure in
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the country,
he has always been
supported and approved
by senior officials of the
Establishment, especially
the Leader,” Major General
Soleimani stated.

His comments came
after Zarif announced
hisresignation from the
cabinet in a post on his
Instagram account on
Monday night.

“Many thanks for the
generosity ofthe dearand
brave people of Iran and
its authorities over the
past67 months.Isincerely
apologize for the inability
to continue serving and
forall the shortcomings
during my service. Be

wrote on his Instagram
page.

The Iranian president’s
chief of staff, Mahmoud
Vaezi,on Tuesdayrejected
media reports that the
president has accepted
Zarif’sresignation.

“The reports that the
president has accepted
Dr.Zarif’sresignation are
strongly rejected,” Vaezi
saidinapostonhis Twitter
account.

Chairman of the
Parliament’s National
Security and Foreign Policy
Commission Heshmatollah
Falahat Pishe has also
told Tasnim, “We are still
unaware whether or not
the presidenthasaccepted

“Mr. Zarif should be happyandworthy,” Zarif

More than 150 Iranian
lawmakers on Tuesday
asked Rouhani  to
turn down the foreign
minister’sresignation.
Inaletter on Tuesday, the
parliamentarians have
asked the president to
encourage Zariftoremain
inhispost.

Bornin 1960, Zariflived in
the United States from the
ageof17asastudentinSan
Franciscoand Denver,and
subsequentlyasadiplomat
to the United Nationsin
New York, where he served
as Iranian ambassador
from2002t02007.
Hewasappointed minister
offoreign affairsin August
2013 after Rouhani won

collapsed after Syrian
Iraqi
forces and their allies
managed to recapture
the terror group’s last
strongholds in the two Arab
countries.

and

armed

Mr. Zarif’s resignation.” the presidency.
Iran’s Zarif Releases and major policieswithmutual cooperation  the presidentstressed.
. . andrapportand undertheexpertguidance He also praised Zarif for his unwavering
Message after ReJeCtIOH of  ofLeaderofthelslamic RevolutionAyatollah  effortsatthe Foreign Ministryand pointed
Resignati on Seyed AliKhamenei. to Ayatollah Khamenei’sdescription of Zarif

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif released a message after
President Hassan Rouhani turned down
hisresignation, expressinghope thatthe
Foreign Ministry would keep fulfilling its
dutiesinaccordance with the Constitution.
Inthe message, posted on his Instagram
accounton Wednesday, Zarif expressed
gratitudetotheIranian people, intelligentsia
and officials for lending full supportto
him over the past 24 hours after the
announcementofhisresignation.

Zarif said his main concern during his
professional career hasbeen serving the
country, elevatingits foreign policy and
enhancing the credibility of the Foreign
Ministry, which he said is in charge of
advancingthe country’s foreign policy and
isattheforefrontofprotectingthe national
interestsintheinternational arena.

He expressed hope that the Foreign
Ministry could vigorously fulfillits duties in
accordance with the Constitutionand within
the framework ofthe country’s regulation

On Monday night, Zarifhad announced his
resignation fromthe cabinetinapostonhis
Instagramaccount.

“Many thanks for the generosity of the dear
andbrave people of Iranand itsauthorities
over the past 67 months. I sincerely
apologize for the inability to continue
servingand for all the shortcomings during
my service. Be happy and worthy,” Zarif
had written.But on Wednesday morning,
Rouhani turned down his resignation,
saying thatacceptingitwould be against
the country’sinterests.In hisletter, Rouhani
said he acknowledges Zarif’s emphasis on
respecting the dignity and position of the
Foreign Ministry.

“The Ministry of Foreign Affairsisin charge
offoreignrelationsand prepares the ground
for materialization of national security
and interests. Therefore,as [ have ordered
several times, all organizations, including
the administrative or governmental ones,
must be in full coordination with this
ministry in the foreignrelations sphere,”

as “trustworthy, gallant, courageous and
pious”, saying the foreign ministerisatthe
forefrontof standingagainst US pressures.
“Ideemtheacceptance of yourresignation
againstthe country’sinterestsand donot
acceptit,” Rouhaniadded.

The president said he is aware of the
pressureson the country’sdiplomaticbody,
ontheadministration and even on himself,
stressing thatthe administration will stand
firmand weather the tough stages.
Rouhani also highlighted the Foreign
Ministry’s success to foil the US plots at
anti-Iran gatheringsin New York, Vienna,
Brussels, The Hague, Warsaw and Munich
in recent months, describing them as
“remarkable political victories” for Iran at
theregionaland international levels.

The president further described the obvious
jubilation ofarchenemies of Iran, including
the Zionistregime, after Zarif’sresignation
asaclueto the foreign minister’s success
and the mainreason thathe should remain
inhispost.

NEWS

Iraq, Iran to Finalize ‘Strategic
Dossiers’during Rouhani’s
Visit: PM

Iraq’s Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi said Baghdad
would seekto finalize the “strategic dossiers” with
Tehran during an upcoming visit by the Iranian
presidenttothe Arab country.

Duringapress conference on Tuesday in Baghdad,
Adel Abdul-Mahdi confirmed a forthcoming visitby
President Hassan Rouhanito Iraq, according to Al-
Masalah newswebsite.

“We want to determine the fate of our strategic
dossiers with the Iranian president who will soon
headtolraq,” the prime ministersaid.

Recently, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifsaid Rouhaniwill visitthe Arab country on March
11.

ThelIraniantop diplomatadded thatRouhani’stripis
aimed atboostingbilateral relation between Tehran
and Baghdad.

Iranto Hold Parliamentary,
Assembly of Experts Elections
Next Year

The spokesman forIran’s Interior Ministry said
the parliamentary and Assembly of Experts
elections will be held simultaneously across
the country in February 2020.In remarks
released on Wednesday, Seyed Salman Samani
said the 11th round of the parliamentary
electionsand the firstmid-termelection of the
Assembly of Experts will be held on February
21,2020.The officialadded that preparations
and the operational process of the elections
have already started. There are currently
290 seatsin the Iranian parliament, known
as Maijlis, elected by direct vote of people
innationwide election for four years.The
Assembly of Expertsisahigh-rankingbodythat
electsand overseestheactivities of theleader
oftheIslamic Revolution.

Membersoftheassemblyaredirectly elected to
officeby people foran eight-year term.Itholds
biannual meetingstoappointanew chairman.

Zarif Remains in Cabinet,

Iranian Official Says

The Iranian president’s chief of staff said
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif will
remain atthe helm after President Hassan
Rouhaniturned downhisresignation.
Inapostonhis Twitteraccounton Wednesday;,
Mahmoud Vaezi said he is delighted to
announce that Zarif will keep serving as the
foreign minister.Despite the jubilation of
Iran’sarchenemies, the administration will
continue to benefit from the “influential
andlively” presence of Zarifin the cabinet of
ministers after President Rouhanirejected his
resignation, Vaeziadded.

Inaletter on Wednesday morning, Rouhani
turned down Zarif’sresignation, saying that
accepting itwould be againstthe country’s
interests.On Monday night, Zarif had
announced hisresignation from the cabinetin
apostonhisInstagramaccount.

Foreign Ministrydeniesfalse
speculations on Zarif’sresignation

[ran’s Foreign Ministry saysany interpretation oranalysis
revolvingaround the reasons behind Foreign Minister,
Mohammad Javad Zarif’s resignation are incorrectand
devoid of reality exceptforwhatwritten by the top diplomat
onhisInstagramaccount.Inastatement, Foreign Ministry
Spokesman, Bahram Qassemisaid astheIranian President’s
chiefof staffsaid earlier today, theresignation hasnotbeen
accepted. Qassemithen slammed “certain circles” for
attemptingtoreap political and factional gains from Zarif’s

announcement,and describeditasatotallyunacceptable of
move.Since taking office, FM Zarifhas been doing his
utmostto promote the authority, prestige and esteem of
the Iranian foreign policy, Qassemiadded.Therefore,any
move to downgrade the pricelessidea of strengthening
and protecting our foreign policy to some emotional and
excited behavioursand personalizing our country’snational
andmacropoliciesis unfairand runs counterto the sacred
ideals ofthe Islamicrevolutionand ourreligious ethics as
wellasournationalinterestsandreferences,” hesaid. The
spokesmanthenrejected asbaselessreports by certain
mediaoutlets on possible massresignation ofanumber

foreign
ministry
directorsand
ambassadors.
“As Mr. Zarif
said, theForeign
Ministryandall
itsdirectorsand
ambassadors
will continue thei
topressahead Iran’s foreign policy and meet ournational
interestsaswellassecurityneeds,”henoted.

ensitive jobs strongly and seriously
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Leader’s Support: R AR
General Soleimani
) Japanese FM
. )  urgesZarifto
Kurdistancontinues . .. . oo
oil eXI)Ol'ts To Japanese Foreign Minister
Iran desplte U.S. Taro Konohasvoicedhis
. surpriseoverthesudden
sanctions resignation ofhisIranian
Reaching Halfof the counterpartMohammad
R g . Javad Zarif, askinghimto
Worldin beautiful stay in his positionand
Isfahan. Iran nottoresign.Duringhis
9

weekly press conference
on Tuesday, Kono said
that he had met with

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

| | Zarif and talked on the
Mc?m!ng R phone with him several
05:12:04 times, describing the
Nooncalltoprayer: Iranian foreign minister
12:15:54 asamoderate diplomat
Eveningcalltoprayer: whoplayedasignificant
18:16:54 role in brokering the
Iran nuclear deal in

2015. Tknowthatunder

[ran’s laws, Dr. Zarif is
still officially foreign
minister,solaskhimto
stay in his position,” he
added.Zarifannounced
his resignation late on
Monday.

Industry Min.:
Trade Ministry'T'o Focus On Exports As Driving
Force For Economic Development Next Year

Berlin-based musician ‘Sebastian Plano’ toperformin Tehran
Fans of minimalisticand melancholic musicin Tehran should turn up
foramarvelous opportunity tolisten to Sebastian Plano’s sweetand
powerful melodies on 7-8 March 2019.The music project ‘Resonance’,
organized by ‘RooBeRoo’ cultural mansion in Tehran, will host
Argentinean, Berlin-based musician Sebastian Plano, at Andisheh
musichallin downtown Tehran on March 7th and 8th.The ‘RooBeRoo’
mansion hasalready hosted successful shows by Italian composer Federico
Albanese and Icelandic musician Olafur Arnalds.Sebastian Plano’s music
canbe described as electro-acoustic,indie, and post-classical, with minimalistic yet
melancholicand sweet melodies. His 2018-released single ‘Purple’is a perfect example for his sound

powerful,

EU States Adhere to US Agenda Even against
Their Own Intersts: American Analyst

An American political analyst said despite recent

developments straining Washington’s relations with
its EU allies, the Europeans tend to adhere to the US
agenda even when harming their interests, adding

that Trump’s time in office will end and the ties will be

repaired.

“Indeed there’s
disagreementbetween
Trump and EU countries
over Iran, the Nord
N E W 3 Stream pipeline, and
NEWS other issues - but it’s
_HEZE  not enough to change
thelongstanding relationship,”
Chicago-based Stephen Lendman
told Tasniminaninterview.
“They (EU countries) largely
adheretothe USagendaevenwhen
harming their own self-interest,”
hesaid, adding, “Nine months after
pledgingto supportand preserve
the JCPOA, they’ve come up with
nothingbutweakproposalsinstead
of breaking with Washington on
thisissue strongly and proving it
with firm actions quickly.”
“Here’sthe bottomline; Trump’s
time in office will end. There will
beanew US presidentin 2021 or
2025,and therelationship canbe
repaired - how I believe EU nations
are thinking, so they’re riding
things outuntil thattime.”
Stephen Lendman is a writer,
syndicated columnist, activist,
News TV personality, and radio
show host. He currently writes
for MoneyNewsNow.com and
VeteransToday.com and hosts, since
2007,aprogressiveradio show at
The Progressive Radio News Hour

=

on The Progressive Radio Network.
The followingis the full text of the
interview:

Tasnim: Tensions have grown in
recent months between the US
and its closest allies in the EU
over various issues, including
Iran, which was underlined ata
recent US-backed conference on
the Middle East in Poland that
was largely sidestepped by many
European governments. What
do youthinkaboutUS President
Donald Trump’s foreign policy
thathasstrained the transatlantic
relations?

Lendman: Indeed  there’s
disagreementbetween Trump and
EU countries over Iran, the Nord
Stream pipeline, and otherissues
-butit’snotenough to change the
longstandingrelationship.
Post-WW! 1], the CIA created the EU
sothe US could colonize its member
states. Theylargely adhere tothe US
agendaeven when harming their
own self-interest.

Nine months after pledging to
supportand preserve the JCPOA,
they’ve come up with nothing but
weak proposalsinstead ofbreaking
with Washington on this issue
strongly and proving it with firm
actions quickly.

Instead, Britain, France and
Germany equivocated and delayed,
tellingme theylackresolve toback
theirrhetoric with tough pro-Iran
policies, breaking with Trump
firmly on thisissue.

It’s true that EU nations are
displeased with Trump on various
issues. NATO and how much of
their GDP should go for military

spendingisanotherone.
Here’sthe bottomline. Trump’s
time in office will end. There will
beanew US presidentin 2021 or
2025, and therelationship canbe
repaired - how I believe EU nations
are thinking, so they’re riding
things outuntil thattime.

Tasnim: The Trump
administration’s foreign policies
arealso slammed by top US officials.
Recently, Speaker ofthe USHouse
of Representatives Nancy Pelosi
described the administration’s
general approach toward Iran,
including Washington’s withdrawal
from the 2015 nuclear deal, as
“completelywrong”.Doyoubelieve
other US officials would cooperate
with the Trump administrationin
implementingits policies?
Lendman: I take what
undemocratic Dems and
Republicans say abouteach other
withagrain of salt. On majorissues

mattering most, they’reinlockstep
- mainly US wars, its overall
imperial agenda, and corporate
empowerment.

Publicrhetoricand disagreements
overissuesliketheborderwallare
forpoliticaladvantage. With Israel
somilitantly hostile toward Iran

and virtually the entire Congress
pro-Israel, rare exceptions proving
therule, Demslike Pelosiand others
supportTel Aviv,not Tehran.
Tasnim: The White House made
amassive blunder after claiming
European leaders applauded
when Vice President Mike Pence
dropped Trump’s nameinaspeech.
Pence was speakingatthe Munich
Security Conference in Germany
whenhepassed on Trump’sregards
to the dignitaries gathered. The
59-year-old paused for several
moments, waiting foraresponse,
but the crowd remained silent.
Donotyouthinkthatitisanother
sign ofthe strained transatlantic
relations? How do you predict
the European countries’ future
reactions to the conflicting
policies adopted by the Trump
administration?

Lendman: I wrote about Pence’s
remarksin Munich, a deplorable

display. I think the audience’s
reactions by silence at times
showed frustration about part
of Trump’sagenda, including the
demand thatthe EUand all other
countries abide by illegal US
sanctionsonlran.

Look at what’s going on in
Venezuela. Most EU countries
support Trump’s coup attempt
againstasovereign country and
its democratically elected and
reelected president.

Again, [ think EU countries will
largely supportthe US agenda, but
not across the board. Germany
especially supports the Nord
Stream pipeline, opposing Trump’s
calltorejectit.

What's goingonisvery disturbing.
The US might escalate wars
thisyear and next, Venezuelais
mainly in the crosshairsand Iran
isthreatened by Trump regime’s
belligerence.
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