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Attraction

I
Iran’s
Beauties
in Photos:
Garden of
Stonesin
Sicjan

A stony protest

a gains:t
government
policies by alocal
in southeastern
Iran turns into a
popular tourist
attraction decades
later.

The Garden of
Stones is located
in the vicinity of
Balvard Village,
45 km to the
southeast of
Sirjan, a town in
the southeastern
province of
Kerman. Darvish
Khan Gong
Esfandiyarpour,
who festooned
his dried and
dead trees with
stones back in
1961 inprotestat
aseriesof planned
land reforms
introduced by
Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, never
thought that his
gardenwould one
day find a place on
the list of tourist
attractions in
Kerman Province.
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&

Darvish Khan
passed away in
2007 atthe age of
90 and was buried
inthe same stone
garden he had
created.

Among other
filmmakers,
Parviz Kimiavi, a
famous director
and screenwriter,
hasmadetwo films
about Darvish
Khan. His first
film  featuring
Darvish Khanand
his family was
producedin1971.
The second was
a documentary
entitled The old
manand hisgarden
of stones which
cameout23years
later.
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Ghadir Garden of Isfahan: aCultural,

Recreational Complex
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The Ghadir cultural and recreational complexislocated

inwestside of the [sfahan city which is available via the
Sayyad-e Shirazi highway and Allameh Amini street.

This complexhaving various facilities
was built some years ago to public
use.

The complex was constructed inan
areawithabout52 hectare space.
Here, dear visitors enjoy many
facilities such as sports grounds,
library, outdoor swimming pool,
amphitheatersalon etc.

In the following, we mention to
various buildings of the complexand
their features:

1)The memorial monumentofthe
Allameh Amini:
Thisbuildingisrelated to one of the
Shiascholars, traditionist, theologian
andjurist. Hereisknown as one of the
main parts of the complexincluding
amemorial museum of the Allameh
Amini.

2)The publiclibrary of Allameh
Amini:

This library having two separate
salons for men and women is
welcominglarge number of clients
from all over the world inan area
with 750 square meters. The library
includes about 12000 volumes of
books which are very interesting
and valuable for those interested in
science and knowledge.
Itisnoteworthy thatanotherlibrary
called Imam Ali computerlibrary.

3)The sport complex(swimming

pool, tennis courtetc.):

This complexin known as another
advantage of the Ghadir garden
consisting most diverse amenities
such asfitness club, massage room,
Jacuzzi, dry and steam sauna etc.
to provide more comfort and
satisfaction. The sport complexwas
built in an area with about 3680
square meters.

4)The childand youngadulthouse:
This center is belonged to the
Institution  for  Intellectual
Development of Children and Young
Adults with wide range of cultural
and artisticactivities in the field of
mental and cultural development for
childrenand youngadults.

The organization was atthe center of
the vanguard of cultural production
inthelate 60sand early 1970s and
is the platform through which many
ofIran’s mostregarded artists and
filmmakers suchas Abbas Kiarostami
and Morteza Momayez, launched
their careers.

This section hasbeen provided an
instructive environment by hold
various artistic classes, ceremonies
and also offer many useful books.

5)The Sardab complex:

This complexisalsoincluded two
special salons to perform dramatic
and artistic performances, exhibition
affairsand someinstructive classes.
Itshould be mentioned thatlarge
number of clients about 120000
persons are visiting this beautiful
attraction perannum. Thisamountof
visitorsusually come here to different

purposes such as official work,
participate in ceremonial events
inthe outdoor space of the Ghadir
garden etc.

The Sardab complex consists of Al-
ghadir gallery, conference halls with
capacity of 300 persons etc. Variety of
eventssuchasseminars, conferences,
literary meetings, funerals etc. are
held in this complex. The Sardab
complex was builtin an area with
about57hectare.

The Ghadir garden came into
operation in 1993. There are
various gardens in the Isfahan city
torecreation for the Isfahan people
and dear passengers. On the other
hand, afour-dimensional cinemais
considered as another interesting
section ofthe Ghadir garden whichis
very popularand considerable.
Thosewhoareinterestedinsportwill
experience mostenjoyable moments
inthe tennis courtand other sport
section ofthe Ghadir garden.

In addition, different hotels with
different grades and prices are
surrounding the Ghadir garden and
passengers can easily choose their
favoriteaccommodation center to
experience pleasant moments.

The Ghadir gardenis privileged to
have excellentpositionand that’s why
otherimportantattractions arealso
closetoheretovisitand create more
pleasantmemories.

We strongly recommend you notto
lose this culturaland recreational
complexand experience one of your
exceptional travelsin the touristy
Isfahan city including mostdiverse
traditional and nostalgicattractions.

Isfahan Museums Address IRR
Chrhel Sotun [sfahanProvince, Isfahan< Imam Hossein Square 200000
Vank Church Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Jolfa, Vank Church Alley 200000
Imam Mosque Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Imam square 200000
Ali GholiAgha hammam Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Bid Abadi St 200000
Decorative Arts Museum Isfahan, Isfahan Province, Ostandari Street 150000
ContemporaryArt Museum Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Ostandari Street 200000
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“Currently, the appearance of Isfahan is not quite
desirable, therefore, a strategic, dynamic, and
operational beautification plan should be codified,”
anurbandesign expertsaid.

Saying that the appearance of Isfahan like

other cities of the country has been subjected to
government’s interests, Peyman Tutian said, “Fine
and valuable monuments have remained from the
pastthatindicate the combination ofart, geometry,
mysticism,and lifestyle of thattime.”
“The Jurjir Jameh and Jameh mosques that
respectively belonged to the Buyid and Seljuk eras
areamong the prominent monuments in Isfahan
thatbenefited from different types of art. Also, by
thebeginning of Qajar dynasty and the possibility
of communicating with the west, western elements
have emergedinIranianarchitecture,”he continued.
“Now we have arrived to witnesses the
transformation in the appearance of the cities
by developing the technology and promoting
theinternational style, as well as expanding the
relationship with the world through cyberspace;
Isfahanisno exceptionin thisregard,” he continued.
“Avoiding fashionable and diversityism throughout
the city, payingattention to the originality, identity,
and the nature of skeleton bed of the city in orderto
make effective decisionsin the beautification field,
abstaining from arranging the surface, preparing
original plans, paying attention to the economic
dimension in the field of aesthetics, and also
observingthe principle of “avoidingidleness” (one
ofthe principles of Iranian architecture) are the
factorsin preparingbeautification plans thatcanbe
canbereferredin maintainingand improving the
beauty quality of Isfahan,” he added.

WHERETO STAY

Traditional Hotel: A Stay
WithTaste Of History
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The traditional hotel of Isfahanis 400 years old
and canbe considered asamonumentrelated
tothe Safavid era.This center was turned to an
accommodation center many years ago.The
hotelislocatedinanold alley-gardenin historic
heartofthe cityand also close to commercial and
shopping centers.Here, visitors experience an
uniqueatmosphereand environmentasiftheyare
inamuseum.In other words, all rooms surround
agreatand beautiful pool which fountains are
locatedin center ofiit, justlike old houses of the
Isfahan.Here, passengers enjoy havingwide range
of drinks in awarm and friendly environment of
theyard specially in evening times.On the other
hand, fastand easy access to the Chaharbagh
street, Naghshe Jahan square and mostimportant
historicand recreational attractions makes this
residential center more attractive and reliable.
Actually, the traditional hotel of Isfahanisacalm
and originalaccommodation center which creates
an experience of stayin old houses of Iran and
getting familiar with customs ofthe ancestors
through high quality and modern amenities.
Here, youwill face with an exceptional 4-star hotel
which createsalranian traditionallifestyle for you
and your companions.Forinstance, a Royal VIP
room ofthe hotel is amasterpiece accompanied
byamazing stuccos whichwillnotbe faded in your
mind.Moreover,atraditional restaurantisready
toservevarious Iranian and foreign foods which
leave none of your wishes unanswered.




Sanaeifurthernoted that
in the pastfive years,

Iranian and Russian
presidents had met

Iran-Ru S Si as S $ 500]11]1 tl'ad e ti es Hewenton tc.) ad.d, however, thaF "curre.zntly, weare mal_<ing
effortstorevitalize our economicrelations,and we believe
can hike dueto potentials: €Nnvoy thatthenewroundofUSsanctionswillnothaveaserious
Iranianambassadorto Moscow, MehdiSanaei,said [ranand impactonthetwo countries’relations.”
Russia’s economicrelations have hit $500 million worth of Hesaid Russians have notabandonedanyseriousprojectin and held talks for
trade, sayingthelevel could beraised even highergiventhe theirinteractionswithIran. some 16 times,and
two countries’ vast potentials. “Russiaisour partner,and I don’tthink the positions of Iranian Foreign
Sanaei made the remark in anational conference on anycountryintheregionareas closetoIranasthoseof Minister Zarif had
multilateralisminIran’s foreign policy on Sunday. Russia,” Sanaeisaid. “I also think that the Russianshave visited Russia and
“Unfortunately, the previous round of sanctionsleftan thesameopinionthatlran’s positionsintheinternational held talks with the
adverse impacton the economicties betweenIranand andregionalarenasarethe closettothem,althoughthe country’s officials for
Russia, to the pointwhere ourbankingand trade tieswere two countries have theirown particularviewson certain over 20 times in the same

nearly paralyzed,” the [Iranianambassador noted. issues.” period.

=
Fexd

Tuesday,February 26, 2019, No.175

=

NEWS

‘Working hard’ path to
overcoming sanctions:
Iran’s president

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani Monday
highlighted quality work as a way to
confrontsanctions through achieving
independence.

Speaking at Ministry of Cooperative,
Welfare and Social Labor, he said that
relyingonyounglranian talents can help
the country overcome the hardships of
sanctionsera.

The president also urged creating
a conductive environment so that
everybody feels proud of their work.

He described ‘job creation’ a major
responsibility ofall [ranian authorities,
addingthatunemploymentisthe mother
ofalltypesofcorruption.

President Rouhaniurged the authorities
towork forimproving thelivelihood of
Iranianpeople.

The Iranian presidentalso emphasized
the importance of promoting non-oil
exportsandthe companiesthatareactive
inrelated fields.

NIDCdrills 123 wells
in 11 months

The National Iranian Drilling Company
(NIDC) hascompleted drillingoperations
for 123 oiland gas wells over the course of
thefirst 11 monthsofthe currentcalendar
year,whichbegan on March 21.
According to NIDC, the caretaker of
drilling operations department of NIDC,
Mohammad Alekhamis, said the wells
were spudded by the round-the-clock
efforts of NIDC staffand were presented
totheirapplicants.

The wellsincluded 57 development/
appraisal wellsand 66 workover wells.
88wellsweredrilledintheareas operated
by the National Iranian South Oil Company
(NISOC), 8 wells were ordered by the
Iranian Offshore Oil Company (100C),
2weredrilled in the fields developed by
the Iranian Central Oil Fields Company,
14 otherswere ordered by the Petroleum
Engineeringand Development Company
(PEDEC) and 11 wellswere completed as
drilling projects by NIDC, he said.

The official further said that NIDC was
currently drilling two wells, adding a
heavydrillingrig for onshore operations
was aboutto startoperationsoon.

NIDC enjoys 72 drilling rigs used in
onshore or offshore projects. 50 of the
rigs operateinthe National Iranian South
Oil Company (NISOC) fields.

Iran’s President Unveils Plan'To

Increase Employment Via Knowledge-

Based Firms

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said his

administration has planstoreduce unemployment

and create jobs by supporting knowledge-based

economy and technology-based companies.

“Inthe knowledge-based
economy sector and
the technology-based
companies and start-ups,
300,000 jobs have been
created, and we plan to
addatleast100,000jobs
annually which would
create agreatmovement
in the society,” Rouhani
saidinameeting with the
Ministry of Cooperative,
Laborand Social Welfare’s
officials in Tehran on
Monday.Boasting about
his  administration’s
success to combat
unemployment over the
pastfiveand ahalfyears,
the presidentreferred to
unemploymentas theroot
cause of social problems
and crimes.
In the
of a

opening
specialized

pharmaceutical plantin
Tehran in March 2018,
Rouhani had assured
the private sector of his
administration’s support
for knowledge-based
projects and research
activities contributing to
national production.

“The administration will
seriously support all
private sectorsinthefield
of production, particularly
those doing knowledge-
based activities and the
activities on the basis of
knowledge and research,”
Rouhanisaid atthe time.
Inhis Nowruz speechlast
year, Rouhani pledged
that his administration
will keep pursuing
the policies to create
jobs, support domestic
products, combatpoverty,

{
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stimulate investment, and
supportentrepreneursin
the new Iranian year. In
December 2018, Iranian
FirstVice-President Eshaq
Jahangiri highlighted
the administration’s
continued support for
the country’sknowledge-
based companies,
which he said should be
actively presentin foreign
markets.“Supporting
knowledge-based
companies and science
and technology parks has
been considered in both

the next year’s budget
(bill) and general policies,”
Jahangiri said, adding
that five scientific and
technological corridors
have been set up in five
provinces of the country.
The firstvice-president
also called on the
governmentorganizations
in charge of knowledge-
based companies’ affairs
to develop mechanisms
and laws necessary to
supportknowledge-based
companies and facilitate
theiractivities.

Afghanistan Begins Exports to Indiavia Iran’s Chabahar

Afghanistan has started
exporting goods to India
through Iran’s southeastern
portcity of Chabahar, Afghan
officialssaid.

They said 23 trucks carrying
57 tons of dried fruits, textiles,
carpetsand mineral products
were dispatched from the
western Afghan city of Zaranj
to Iran’s Chabahar port on
Sunday.

The consignment will be
shipped to the Indian city of
Mumbai, Reutersreported.
Attheinauguration ofthe new
exportroute, Afghan President
Ashraf Ghanisaid his country
was slowly improving its
exportsinabidtoreduceits
trade deficit.

“Chabahar portistheresultof
healthy cooperation between
India, Iran and Afghanistan,
this will ensure economic
growth,” he said.

The Iranian port of Chabahar
provideseasyaccesstothe sea
to Afghanistan.

Chabaharis the closestand
best access point of Iran to
the Indian Ocean and Iran
hasdevised serious plans to
turnitinto a transit hub for
immediateaccesstomarketsin
thenorthern partofthe Indian
Oceanand Central Asia.

The governments of Iran,
Afghanistan,and Indiain May
2016 signed the Chabahar
Agreement, whichisaregional
transportnetworkinitiative.

It aims to create a reliable
transport corridor for the
smooth transportand transit
ofgoodsand services through
Chabahar Port between the
three countries.

India Ports Global and Aria
Banader Iranian Port signed
adealin 2016 to equip and
operate containers and multi-
purpose terminals at Shahid
Beheshti port in Chabahar
with the capital investment
0f $85.21 million and annual
revenue expenditure of$22.95
millionona10-yearlease.
In2018, the US government
granted an exception to
certain American sanctions
that allowed development
of Chabahar port as part

of a new transportation
corridor designed to boost
Afghanistan’s economy
and meet its needs of non-
sanctionable goods such as
food and medicines.
Indiahassent 1.1 milliontons
of wheat and 2,000 tons of
lentils to Afghanistan through
Chabahar.

Both countries established an
air corridorin2017. Afghan
exportsto Indiastoodat$740
millionin 2018, makingitthe
largest export destination,
officials said.
IncommentsinJanuary,Iran’s
ambassador to New Delhi
lauded the growinginvestment
thatIndianshavebeenmaking
in Chabahar.
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OperatorofSouthPars GasField’s
Phase 13 project said Sun.new
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
unitshave come onstreaminthe
onshorerefinery ofthe phase,
completingthe production chain
ofthefacility.

Payam Motamed added thatthe
units 113,114 and 115 of the
refineryarenowfullyoperational
and the production of valued
itemslike propane and butane
(LPG)arethegointhefacility.

He furthersaid that the sulfur,
gassweetening, ethane,and gas
condensate units of the refinery

are also productive and the
production chain ofthe refinery
isnowcomplete.

Phase 13 ofthe giantoffshoregas
fieldinthe Persian Gulf,isone of
thelargestnational projectsin
Iranwhichisbeingcarried out
onboth offshore and onshore
phases.

The phaseisbeingdeveloped
forthe production of 56 mem/d
of rich gas, 75,000 b/d of gas
condensate, 400 tons of sulfur
and 1.1 milliontons/y of LPGas
wellasamillion tons peryear of
ethane.
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What's News

ThreeAirbus
planesjoin Iran
Airfleet

Iran’s national flag
carrier Iran Air has
purchasedthree Airbus
passenger planesand
will add them to its
fleetbythe end of the
current Iranian year
(March20).

Three Airbus 319
aircraft, manufactured
in 2002, were
purchased from
Hungaryayearagoand
landed at an airport
inthe city of Mashhad
innorthwestern Iran.
Thenewly-purchased
planeswilljoinIran Air
fleetinthe comingdays.

Iran Air plans to
develop its fleet of
aircraft to provide
better services to its
passengers.

Currently, the flag
carrierhas 29 aircraft
operatingflightsinthe
country,which would
rise to 32 after the
addition of the three
planes.

Iran’s Civil Aviation
Organization (CAO)has
giventhegreenlightto
the domesticairlines
topurchaseandimport
planes, CAO head said
lastweek.
AliAbedzadehadded
thatCAOhasissuedthe
necessary permits for
the domesticairlines
to import airplanes,
independent of the
government.
Accordingto him, the
countryneedsatleast
500 civil airplanes
and CAO is trying to
facilitate theimportof
suchaircraft.

The move comes in
the wake of the US
sanctions,  which
prevented Iran from
receiving the brand
new Airbus and
ATR planes it had
purchased.

To upgrade its aging
fleet,Iran Air ordered
200passengeraircraft
— 100 from Airbus,
80 from Boeingand 20
from Franco-Italian
turboprop maker ATR
— afterthelandmark
2015nucleardealwas
reached betweenIran
andsixothercountries.
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IRGCGen-

eral Says Iran

True Model of
Islamic Civili-

zation

Islamic ~ Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC)
Lieutenant Commander
Brigadier General
Hossein Salami said
despite the enemies’
attemptstodestroylran’s
Establishmentoverthe
pastdecades, theslamic
Republichasmanagedto
become “atrue model of
Islamiccivilization”.
“TheIslamic Republicof
Iran’s Establishmentisa
practicaland true model
of Islamic civilization,”
Brigadier General Salami
saidinaspeechinTehran
onMonday.
“Our40-year-oldstruggle
with the enemiesis on
this very issue that if
this model succeeds, it
will cross geographical
boundaries,” the
commanderadded.
“Inthemeantime, all that
you have experienced
during the past forty
yearsbytheenemyplots,
ranging from military
invasion to embargos
and economicpressure,
psychological operations
andsecurityinterference,
isthestoryofafailurein
defeating the Islamic
Revolution,” hestated.

It has been proven
that no world power
is able to defeat the
Islamic Revolution, the
commander wentonto
say.
InaspeechinDecember
2018, Leader of the
Islamic  Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei dismissed
comments by US officials
thattheIslamicRepublic
would not see its 40th
anniversary, saying
the Iranian nation will
celebrate the 40th
anniversary ofthevictory
of the Revolution this
year more magnificently
thanbefore.
Pointingtotheuncovered
plots that Americans
have hatched over the
pasttwoyearstoharm
[ran, suchasimposing
sanctions and assisting
Iran’s foes, the Leader
also noted that the US
objective was to create
bipolarity and division
inlranthroughsanctions

and anti-security
measures.
The Iranian nation

toppled the US-backed
Pahlavi regime on
February 11, 1979,
endingthe 2,500years of
monarchyinthe country.

Pres. Rouhaniurges
entrepreneurs to shiftfocus
toward non-oil exports

President Hassan Rouhani on Monday called on domestic
companies and entrepreneurs to turn to non-oil exports to

tackle hurdles created by sanctions.

Addressing ameeting of senior officials at the Ministry of
Cooperatives, Laborand Social Welfare on Monday morning,
Rouhani said, “although we are under sanctions, helping
resolve people’s problems, especially employees, is our duty.”
He urged the need to promote non-oil sectors saying,

“entrepreneurship should focus onnon-oil exports.”
Rouhanialso highlighted the importance of boosting the
quality of domesticbrandsand goods as something that could
helpregain people’s confidence and promote employment
in the society.“Unemploymentis the main cause of social
problems and creatingjobsisanational responsibility,” the
presidentsaid, stressing that production of high-quality
brandswould be agreatapproach to gain people’s confidence
and help create morejobs."A workerand an engineer who work
well create social confidence and vitality.’Rouhani stressed
that “building confidence between the employer and the
employeeis one ofthe mostimportant missions of the labor
ministry.”

US Military’s New Ground Vehicle Not
Operationally Suitable: Pentagon

Stating thatthe employment
rates during his presidency
haveincreased to 24 million
people from 20.6 million,
he said the governmentis
still far from its envisaged
plans.
“Knowledge-based
services and companies
have a huge capacity for
employment,” he continued, adding that
suchenterprises have hadbillions of dollars ofincomein 2017,
and created over 300,000 jobsin the sameyear.

NEWS

Iran, Iraqdiscuss ways to

The USmilitary’snewest ground vehicle has problems

withitsmaintenance, reliability and crew situational

awarenessand its mostheavily armed versionhasbeen

deemed “not operationally effective” in a Pentagon

report.

The]JointLight Tactical Vehicle
hasbeentoutedastherugged,
protected and highly mobile
vehicletoreplace someofthe
morevulnerable Humveeson
acontested battlefield.

The vehicle has ballistic
protectionequaltothe mine-
resistant,ambush-protected
vehicles, but is one-third
lighterand 70 percent faster
off road than the MRAP,
officials said, Military Times
reported.

The first]JLTVs were fielded
tothe 1stArmored Brigade
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry
Division at Fort Stewart,
Georgiainmid-January.
Butanumber of deficiencies
werenotedinarecentannual
report published by the
Director of Operational Test
andEvaluationforthe Defense
Department. It providesan
overview of Army, Navy and
AirForceprograms.The Army
section contains two dozen
systems with reviews and
recommendations.

The vehicle comes in two-
and four-seatversions with
four basic configurations
— general purpose, utility
vehicle, heavy guns carrier
and close combat weapons
carrier.

Developed by the Oshkosh

tactical vehicle producer, the
JLTV programis estimated to
costthe Pentagon over $53.3
billioninitslifetime--$1.1
billionforresearchandatleast
$52.3billion forprocurement.
Each]JLTVhasan estimated
costofover$430,000.
Theprogramplanstoprocure
approximately 49,099
vehicles forthe Army, 9,091
vehiclesforthe Marines,and
80 vehiclesforthe Air Force.
Thatfieldingwillhappenover
the course of the next two
decadesforthe Armyand the
nextdecadeforthe Marines.
All variants were deemed
“notoperationally suitable
because of deficiencies in
reliability, maintainability,
training, manuals, crew
situational awareness, and
safety,” according to the
report.

And the close combat
weapons carrier was further
deemed “notoperationally
effectiveforuseincombatand
tacticalmissions.”
Thatwasbecause the close
combatversion “providesless
capability to engage threats
with the (Tube-launched,
Optically tracked, Wire-
guided) missiles” over the
Humvee.

“Themissilereload processis

slowand difficultfor crews,”
accordingtothereportand
the close combatversionhas
“lessstorage spacethanother
JLTVvariantsandaccessing
mission-essential equipment
from the cargo area is a
challenge,” accordingto the
report.

Also, the crew has “poor
visibility due toblind spots
aroundthevehicle”

The term “operationally
effective” isused by testers
to determine if the system
canaccomplish the mission
itisintended toinasrealistic
anenvironmentthatcanbe
tested.

“Operationally suitable”
means whether the system
canbeplacedinfielduseand
be reliable and sustained
within the unitand support
available.

Crewshad problems getting
out of the JLTV and saw
“numerousreliability failures
ofdoorsnotopeningimpeded
theability ofthe soldiersand
marinestosafelyingressand

Ak

egressthe]LTV”
Andmaintainingthevehicleis
provingtobeachallengeearly
inthefielding.

“Units cannot maintain
the JLTV without support
from the contractor field

service representatives
due to vehicle complexity,
ineffective training, poor
manuals,and challenges with
troubleshootingthevehicle,”
accordingtothereport.

The reliability-specific
problemsincluded engine
wiring problems, flat and
damaged tires and brake
system faults.

Overall, the LTV willrequire
more maintenance thanthe
Humvee.

Also,none ofthevariantsare
operationally effective when
usingatowingtrailer.
“Thetrailer hasless mobility
thanthe LTV, which slowed
the operational tempo of
thetestunits. The Army has
madenodecisionto procure
the]JLTV companiontrailer,”
accordingtothereport.

strengthen military ties

[ranian Deputy Minister of Defense Brigadier General
Qassem Taqizadeh met with Iraqi Chief of Staff
Othman al-Ghanmi to discuss ways to strengthen
military tiesbetween the two neighboring nations.
The meeting was also attended by Brigadier General
Mostafa Moradian, the [ranian military attaché
in Iraq.Bolstering stability and security in the
region, examining the mostrecent collaborations,
and enhancing cooperation ti fight terrorism were
discussed inthe meeting.Iran’s deputy minister of
defense alsometlIraqi Defense Minister Caretaker
Mohammad-Javad al-Ebadiinaseparate event.Iran
andIraq,alongside Syriaand Russia, have cooperation
inthe frameworkof countering terrorism, especially
Daesh (ISIS).The intelligence command center for
the quadrilateral cooperationto fight terrorismis
headquartered in Baghdad.

US-Taliban talks in Qatarto
focus on US’ Afghanistan exit

Taliban spokesman Zabihollah Mojahed said inan
exclusive interview with Mehrthattoday’s US-Taliban
talksin Qatarwill focus on the withdrawal of American
troops from Afghanistan and safety of other countries
fromterroristattacks from Afghanterritory.
Speaking to Mehr News correspondent ahead of
US-Taliban peace talksin Doha on Monday, Taliban
spokesman Zabihollah Mojahed said the talks would
focus onthe details of a framework deal thatthe
two sides reached in principle last month. Under
thatframework, all foreign troops, particularly the
American ones, would withdraw from Afghanistan
inreturn foraguarantee that Afghan territory would
neverbeused by terroristsagainstany other countries.
According to him, the Taliban delegation will be
represented by Taliban’s political chief Sher
Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai.

Thisiswhile othernews outletshavereported thatthe
Talibanwould berepresented by the group’s deputy
leader,Mullah Abdul GhaniBaradar.

Mojahed maintained thatitwastooearly to predictthe
results oftoday’s talks in Qatari capital, promising to
announcetheresultsatthe earliestopportunity.

Iran frees French citizen

mutual efforts.

Iran Hopes for Growing
Ties with Kuwait

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanihoped for
the expansion ofrelations with Kuwaitina
message congratulatingthe Arab country’s
rulerand people onits National Day.
Inamessage to Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Monday,
Rouhani congratulated the Kuwaiti people
and governmenton the National Day.

He also expressed hope that relations
between the two brotherly and Muslim
countries would further grow in various
fieldsinlightofrapport, cooperation,and

Kuwait’'s National Day is celebrated on
February 25 eachyear. This holiday marks

the day when Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-
Sabahascended tothe thronein1950.
Kuwaitisamember of the (Persian) Gulf
Cooperation Council that has excellent
historicaland developingrelations with the
IslamicRepublicofIran.

Iran and Kuwait have developed closer
political relationsinrecentyears,and have
held several sessions of aJoint Political
Committee.

In March 2018, Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson hailed the positive remarks
by deputy prime minister of Kuwaitabout
theinitiatives to ensurelastingrelationship
between Iranand the Persian Gulfstates.
“ThelslamicRepublicoflranalwaysregards
relations with the neighbors as its top
foreign policy priority for cooperation,and

oncloserelationswith Iran.

efforts.

Forum2018.

believes thatadeveloped, strongand safe
region would be achieved only through
collective cooperationamongallneighbors,”
Bahram Qassemisaid inresponse to the
Kuwaiti deputy prime minister’s emphasis

Highlighting the significance of collective
actiontoensure developmentand economic
progressinthe regional countriesin the
contemporary era, Qassemialso said Iran
has been always prepared for such joint

His comments came after Kuwait's Deputy
Prime Ministerand Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
stressed the need for interaction with Iran
atthe closing session of Kuwait Investment

detained forillegal entry

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman, Bahram
Qassemisays the country hasreleased a French
national whohad been detained for unauthorized
entry.Inresponse to IRNA’s question, Qassemisaid
the French citizenhasbeen freed in the pastfew days
afterlegal proceedings were completed and other
charges were dropped.Qassemidid not provide
further details aboutthe French citizen’s case, but
French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian had
announced on Wednesday thatthe detainee wasa
businesswoman named Nelly Erin-Cambervelle.
Le Drian told lawmakers on February 20 that the
59-year-old woman from the French Caribbean
island of Martinique was arrested on Kish Island in
southernlranbackon October21,2018, forallegedly
“signinganillegal mining contract” and “carrying out
anunauthorized trip.”

Pompeo ‘Erupted’ over Pence’s

Scolding of US Allies on Iran

When US Vice President Mike Pence in Germany
and Poland this month urged European leaders to
follow the United States’ example in abandoning the
2015nuclear deal between Tehran and world power,
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo reportedly was not

happy.

Pence’s comments shattered a “fragile unity” Pompeo
had cobbled together for talks aboutIran with US allies,
The New York Timesreported Sundayin alengthy new
profile of Pompeo’s tenure atthe US Department of

State.

Publicly, the secretary kept silent. Butbehind closed
doors, the story says, he raged at Pence’s untimely
message.

“Privately, Pompeo briefly erupted. Aides said he
complained Pence had undermined diplomacy
— which one European official said included near-
agreementaboutimposing new sanctions onIran’s
ballistic missile tests —and prompted fresh headlines
abouttrans-Atlantictensions,” the paper said.
[tadded, “Pompeo unfailingly sticks to the presidential
line. For example, he publicly refuses toacknowledge
theintelligence agencies’ assessments — including
those prepared by his former staffatthe CIA — that
contradict Trump” on matters like North Korea, Iran,

SaudiArabia,
and Daesh
(ISIL orISIS).
Trump has
rewarded
Pompeo’s
loyalty by
anointing
him the
persononseveralsignature issues. Those include
North Korea and Afghanistan, a subject on which
one American official said Pompeo and Trump speak
directly to each other, sidelining (National Security
AdviserJohn) Bolton.
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Iranian filmmaker wins Academy Award
RaykaZehtabchi,an Iranian filmmaker, received the ShortFilm (Live
Action) award for her film, ‘Period. End of Sentence.Zehtabchi, 25,
saidinherspeech whenreceiving the prize thatshe couldn’tbelieve
thatafilmabouthealth problems could winan Oscar.Zehtabchiand
Melissa Berton made the film about the health problems of women
inIndia.The 25-minute movie narrates the poor sanitary conditions
of womeninavillageinIndia. The womenlivingin the village don'thave
accesstosanitation products. Some girls of the village leave school due to
shame ofthe problems.To make the movie, Zehtabchi visited India twicein 2017,
had justgraduated from the School of the Arts and Architecture of University of California at Los
Angeles (UCLA) ayearearlier.
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Trump in No Rush on North Koreaas Longas No

WeaponTests

US President Donald Trump has said he would be happy

aslongas North Koreamaintains its pause on weapons

testing,and he wasinno rush to strike anuclear deal with

itsleader; Kim Jong Un, when theyhold their second summit

thisweek.

Thetwoleaders will meetin Hanoi
onWednesday and Thursday, eight
monthsaftertheirhistoricsummitin

JM/@

ISFAHAN
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Singapore, thefirstbetweenasitting
US presidentand a North Korean

NEWS leader, Reutersreported.

o The two leaders pledged to

work toward the complete
denuclearization ofthe Korean peninsula, but
theirvagueagreementhasproduced fewresults.
USDemocraticsenatorsand security officials
have warned Trump against cuttingadeal that
would dolittle to curb North Korea's nuclear
ambitions.
AsKimmade his way across Chinaby train for
the summit, North Korean state mediawarned
TrumponSundaynottolistento UScriticswhoit
saidweredisruptingeffortstoimproveties.
Trump,speakingin Washington ontheeve ofhis
departure for Vietnam, said he believed he saw
eyetoeyewith Kimandthattheyhad developed
“avery,verygoodrelationship”.
“I'mnotinarush.ldon’twanttorushanybody,’
Trumpsaid. “[justdon’twanttesting. Aslongas
there’snotesting, we'rehappy””
North Korea conducteditslast nuclear test,
its sixth, in September 2017.Itlasttested an
intercontinental ballisticmissilein November
2017.
The Trumpadministrationhaspressedthe North
togiveupthenuclearweapons program, which
combined withits missile capabilities, pose a
threatto the United States, beforeitcan expect
any concessions.
Butinrecentdays, Trumphassignaledapossible
softening, sayinghe would love to be able to
removesanctionsifthereismeaningful progress
ondenuclearization.
Trumpsaidheand Kim expected tomake further
progressatthe summitand again held outthe

promisethatdenuclearizationwould help North
Koreadevelopitseconomy.
HescoffedatcriticsofhishandlingofNorth Korea,
andadded thatChinese PresidentXiJinpinghas
beensupportive of USeffortson North Korea.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrovsaid the
United States asked Russia foradvice on North
Koreabuttherewasnoquicksolutiontotension
ontheKorean peninsula, Interfaxnewsagency
reported.

Trumpwillarrivein Viethamon Tuesdayevening,
Vietnam’s foreign ministry said. He willmeet
Vietnam President Nguyen Phu Trong, who s
alsogeneral secretary of the ruling Communist
Party,on Wednesday morning, the ministry said.
Vietnam has released few details about
arrangements for the summitincluding its
specificvenue ortiming.

Kimistravelingto Vietnam, through China, by
train. He passed through the Chinese city of
Changshaataround 1.10p.m.(0510GMT),South
Korea’s Yonhapnewsagencyreported.
Thatwould puthimontracktoarrivein Vietnam
byearly Tuesday.

ASouth Korean presidential spokesman told
reportersin Seoul the two sides mightagree to
declareaformalend tothe 1950-1953 Korean
Waratthe summit.

Thewarendedinatruce, notatreaty,and the
Northhaslongcalled foratreatytoendit.Italso
wantssecurity guarantees.

TheUnited Stateshasforyearsdemanded North
Korea's complete, verifiable and irreversible
denuclearization, beforeany concessionswillbe
granted. North Koreadenounced thatstanceas
unilateraland “gangsterlike”.

Trump’s latest comments would appear to
supportspeculationhisadministrationisopen
toseekingalimited dealatthe summit.

Officials in Washington and Seoul have said
discussionshaveincluded allowinginspectors
to observe the dismantlementof North Korea’s
Yongbyon nuclearreactorand opening US-
North Korealiaison offices.Declaringanend to
atechnical state of hostilities thathas existed
sincethe 1950s,andallowingsomeinter-Korean
projectslike openingatourismzonein North
Koreawereotherpossibilities.

Huge Increase Forecastin Global Gas Demand

Global natural gas demand will rise by almost %50

overthenext23yearsand [ran will be amongthe major

suppliersalongside Russiaand the United States.
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Mohammad Hossein Adeli, a
former secretary general of the Gas
Exporting Countries Forum, made
the statementonthesidelinesofthe
3rdIranInternational Exploration &
Production Congressand Exhibition

RSN o opened in Tehran on Sunday,

ISNAreported.

Adelisaid the presentglobal populationat7.5
billionis forecasttosoarby 1.7 billion over
the period, of which 1.6 billion will settle in
urbanareas.

“With the rising population global energy
demand will also intensify,” he said, stating
that most of the people will be living in
countries with limited sources of energy,
accordingto Financial Tribune.
Nationsthatfollowtherightpathinboosting
energytrade, he said, will be able to expand
their footprint in international energy
marketsandincrease profitmargins.

He took stock of Iran’s huge natural gas

reservesand stressed thatthis canand should
helpimprove GDP and create wealth for the
cominggenerations.

“Fossil fuels willaccount for atleast 76% of
theworld’s energy demand in the next two
decades.”

Gasmeets 22% ofglobal energyneedsand the
figurewillreach26%in2042. Nonetheless,
world demand for crude oil is projected to
decline from 32% to 29% in the period, he
added.

“Theworld’sannual natural gas consumption
willjump by 50%in20years,” hesaid, noting
thatasmuchas 2 billion cubic meters of gas
peryearisexpectedtobeaddedtothe current
consumptionthatis 3.8trillion cubicmeters,
mostofwhichwillbeusedin Asiaand Europe.
Adelisaid thereissufficientgas supplyinthe
market, though demandisgrowingataslower
pace compared to the past, whichisboosting
competitivenessamongexporters.
Regardingliquefied natural gas, Adeli said
LNG accounts for 25% of the global energy
basketandisforecasttoreach40%by2042.
Energy experts say LNG canbe abargaining
chipasitisabletohelp exporting countries
circumventpolitical constraints.

Iran Unveils Waterjet Propulsion System

Iran on Monday unveiled a state-
of-the-art propulsion system,
whichhasbeen fully designed and
manufactured by domestic experts
with the cooperation of Iranian
universities.

The “national waterjet” wasunveiled
inaceremonyin Tehran on Monday
attended by Iranian Defense Minister
Brigadier General Amir Hatami.
Speaking on the sidelines of the
ceremony, Hatami said Iran is
acountry with maritime borders
and has numerous opportunities
whichshould be tappedtoboostthe
country’s power.

“Propulsion devices are one of the
mostimportantrequirementsand
equipmentinthe maritimeindustry,’
hesaid,addingthatearlierlastyear,

[ranunveileda1300hp diesel engine
thathas many applicationsin the
maritime andrail sectors.

“And today, the waterjet propulsion
system, which is one of the
essential requirements of military,
commercialandrecreational vessels
in the country, was unveiled,” the
minister added. Iranian military
experts and technicians have in
recentyears made greatheadways
inmanufacturingabroad range of
indigenous equipment, making
the armed forces self-sufficientin
the arms sphere.Iranian officials
haverepeatedly underscored that
the country will not hesitate to
strengthen its military capabilities
whichare entirelymeantfordefense,
andthatlran’s defense capabilities

willbe never subjecttonegotiations.
Backin February 2018, Leader ofthe
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei called for efforts to
maintainand boostIran’s defense
capabilities.“Withoutamoment of
hesitation, the country must move
toacquire whateverisnecessary for
defense, evenifthe whole world is
opposedtoit,” Ayatollah Khamenei
saidatthetime.
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