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Attraction

T
Unique wetland

insoutheastern
Iran

[ran-pinkwetland of Lipar
The pinkwetland of Lipar
in southeasternIranisa
greatplaceforthosefond of
marine environment.

The pinkwetland of Lipar
islocated just 200 meters
fromthenorthernedge of
the Seaof Omanand south
of a namesake village in
Chabahar, in Sistan and
Baluchistan province.

The wetlandisone of the
alluringnatural attractions
of the area where those
whoarefond ofthe marine
environment can catch
a glimpse of beautiful
scenery. What stands
out about the wetland,
which sits on the edge of
Lipar’sseasonallagoon 20
kilometers to the east of
Chabahar;isitswaterwhich
lookspink.

Thisbody of water whichis
10hectaresinareaaccounts
for 90 percent of herbal
planktonsintheregionand
ishometoalargenumberof
species, floraand fauna.

Attraction

I
Amountain

thatneverstops
burning

Tashkooh,aburningmountain
insouthernIran,absorbsa
large number of tourists
whorushtotheareatoseeits
permanentflamesrageonand
onand on.Tashkooh (Firing
Mountain) isamountainnear
theMamatinvillage, between
Ramhormoz and Izeh in
Khuzestan province, whose
flamesnever diedown.
Alsoknownas Atashkooh, the
mountainisalwaysburning
duetothesulfurvaporsrising
fromthe porouslayers ofits
surface and flames fanned by
sublimationand nebulization.
The burning fire is a
picturesque scene at night
whentouristshuddletogether
around the mountainwhose
constantemission of gases
doesnotallow theignition of
anotherfirenearby.
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Certainly, Isfahan deserves the name ‘halfofthe
world’. The third biggest city of Iran, is where you
cansee the socio-culturallife of Persians, walk on
thebridges, eatheartyfoodsand enjoyyourtime.
WhatchthingstodoinIsfahanhere.

*Nagsh-eJahanSquare

Startvisitingthe square fromthe portico ofQeyssariye
whichisconnected to Bazaar. That'sbecauseyou'llbe
abletoseeawonderful openview ofthe square! The
2-km-longBazaar of Isfahanislike travellingbackin
time, Whereyou can’tgetenough of findingsouvenirs
like carpets, enamel dishes and miniature unique
handicraftsand delicious sweets! Butbe patientand
wait! You'llbe havingenoughtimetobargaininbazaar
tomorrow! Visiting[sfahan withoutatrip to Nagsh-e
JahanSquareisakintovisit Pariswithoutseeingthe
Eiffel Tower. Itisthe second-largestsquare onearth.
Thereare four splendid UNESCO listed buildings on
eachsideofthesquare:

The portico of Qeyssariyeh, on the north, The Imam
Mosque onthesouth, Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque Onthe
eastand The Pavilion of AliQapuonthewest.Entrance
tothemonuments costsabout200.000rials foreach
person, so visiting four monuments costs about
800.000rialstoyou! Theyare opentovisitfrom 9AM
to9PM.Themosquesarebestvisited inthe morning.
¢ ImamMosque

While enteringthe entrance corridor,youdon'teven
noticethatyou'vejustturned 45 degrees! You'renow
inalignmentwith Mecca. The Shah Mosqueisalso
named asthe “masterpiece of Islamicarchitecture”.
The marvelous seven-colored mosaicstiles of the
arches capture your eye. All the wallsare decorated
byblue-tiled mosaics.

«Sheikh LotfollahMosque

You're goingto see the private mosque of the royal
court,wherenoteveryonewasallowedtoseeinthe
past! Somakeyourcamerasready! You'reabouttosee
themostbeautifuland delicate paintingsinthe ceiling.
Sheikh Lotfollahdomeanditsinteriordesign,ismore
beautiful Thatyouimagine.

«Pavilion ofAliQapu

Visit a 38-meter throne room that overlooks a
greatview to the square. Today, great parts of this
sumptuousplaceisunderrenovation.butbe patient
and climb itup to the sixth floor where you’ll seea
fantasticmusicroom withimpressive niches onthe
walls. Definitelyworth climbing!

« EAT: Beryani, TraditionalIsfihanian Food
Ifyou’relookingforaplacethatservesupdeliciousand
cheapfood, try Azamrestaurant. Thisold restaurant
serves Beryaniwith aglass of dugh, lime and basil.
Biryaniisactually the shoulderlambboiled with
onions, saltand spices,and then minced and fried
inoil. This tasty food is then crowned with walnuts,
almonds and snuggledinto alarge bread, named
‘taftoon’. Azam biryani is a little bit crowded in
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holidays.Ithasbothtakeoutandseating place. Azam
hasthreebranches: onenearthebazaar,onein Masjed
Seyyed Stand one in Kamal-Esmaeil St. Malek Soltan
JarchiBashirestaurantisalsoagood choiceifyou're
looking forarichly decorated place. Ithas colorful
settinganditservesgreatBiryani.Itislocatedin Sepah
Street, Hakim Street, seventhalley. The priceranges
between 170,000and 200,000 rials. The restaurant
servicesmayaddabout100.000rialstoit.
ChehelSotounPalace

Justby a 10-minute walk from Nagsh-e Jahan Sq
and Chahar Bagh Abbasi St You'll getto seea classic
Persian Gardenanda UNESCO World Heritage listed
monument. Chehel Sotun means ‘40 pillars’ the
numberreflectedinalarge poolinfrontofthe palace.
Thisroyal palace of safavid era,isamustsee placein
Isfahan. The 20 wooden pillarslead toawonderful
inaly and mirrored worked ceiling. Don’t miss the
oneheaded, twobodiedlion fountains onthe wayin!
AlsoInThrone Hallyou'll see aseries of marvelous
paintings with sceneries from ancientbattlesand
feasts. Thisisalsoaplace where you can see daring
pictures! Theyshow Persiansbackinthe 16th Century
enjoyed wine while dancingand listening to lively
music. The entry priceisabout 200,000 rials for
foreignvisitorsandit’s open from 9AM to 7PM. the
placeisbestvisitedin earlymorningsand evenings.

« DRINK: Herbal Flavored Syrup
“Sharbatkhaneh” isagreatplace tohave ashort pit
stop.Thighlyrecommend trying “Azadegan cafe”,
in Chah Haj Mirzaalley, Emam sq. All the wallsand
ceilings are decorated with lamps, old paintings of
Shahnameh and “Taziyeh”, miniaturesand alot of
antique stuffleadingyou toaworld ofwonders. You
canorderjuices,rosewater,cherryand pomegranate
syrups, herbalteas,and greatcoffeesand enjoyagreat
tanbaco! The pricesarereasonableand the placeis
unbelievable!

Ifyou'relooking forasmallerplace, goto “Roozegar
cafe”.It’sjustrightontheeasternside ofthe Nagsh-e
Jahansquare.

Si-o-Seh Poland Khajubridges

Visiting the mostimpressive bridges on Zayandeh
RoodRiverisfreeandithasnoentry. Walkingonboth
bridgestakesyouaboutoneortwohours.Gotherein
theafternoon, whenthebridgesareilluminated by
thesoftlights,and the families packup to picnic. You'll
seelocal people gathering overthebridgeand sing
classical poems ofHafez.
(ThebesttimetoseeZayandeh Rood Riverisinspring.
When Ithaswateranditflows underthebridges. It
giveslifetoIsfahanjustlikeitsname. (Zayandeh: Life
Giver

Thenext24hours

*BazaarofIsfahan

It'sthe time tobuy souvenirs! Ifyouarelooking fora
luxury and expensive gift foryour freind or family, try
‘minaKari’,“Khatamkari”and old Persian carpetsand
rugs.Youcanbuy ‘minaKari’bowls,spoonsand dishes

andalso ‘Khatam’jewelryboxesand picture frames.
The pricesranges from 1.000.000 up to4.000.000
rials. Notice that: The best “khatams” are perfectly
symmetricaland has smooth surface. Don’t miss the
smallershopsofbazaar! They cansatisfyyouwiththe
best,lowpriced souvenirs. Youalso canfindbracelets,
necklacesandringsmade of colorful stones.
Don'tmisstiny coinshaped candiesnamed “Poulaki’”.
Theyhave saffron,lemon, cardamom, and chocolate
tastes. Butthe mosttasteful oneislemonandsaffron.
eJamehMosque

Withjusta 15 minute walk from Bazaar You cangetto
this UNESCO world Heritage site. This 1000 yearold
mosqueistheoldestand thebiggestmosqueinIran.
Inthe “Sultan Uljeitu” Shabestan in the northwest of
themosque,you cansee themostbeautiful Mihrabin
Iran. Thismagnificentstucco Mihrab, is designed with
elaborateguranicinscriptionsand floral patterns.
You canvisitJameh Mosque from9 AM to 7PM.Italso
worthtopay foraguide, who canshowyouthetombs,
prayer placesand hiddenrooms. The entry price for
foreignvisitorsisabout250,000rials perperson.
eMenar Jonban

This 14’s century monumentof Isfahanis famous for
itsshakingminarets.So thatifone minaretis shaken,
theotheroneandlaterthe wholebuilding will shake
aswell.Inthe past, thevisitorswere allowed to shake
theminaretsthemselves every 20 minute butit'sno
longerallowed.

The entry priceis about 200,000 rials for foreign
visitorsandit'sabout45 minutesaway from the city.
Butitworthtoseeanamazingworkofengineeringin
the city ofwonders!

» EAT: Gooshfiland Dough

Try this this strange-mixed snack, Gooshfil is an
Iranian sweet made by powder, egg, saffron and
rosewater, shaping doughinto the shape ofanear
“goosh”and then, deepfriedinoil. “Dough”isyoghurt
drink. The combination ofboth, sourand sweettaste
isreallyenticing.

Spendagreattimein AbbasiHotel. The oldesthotelin
Iran,located in Amadegah Street,hasanimpressive
decorationreminding ofancientIsfahananditisa
wonderfulandluxurious place.Ithasan entry price
whichisabout250,000rialsforeachpersonincluding
snacksand dessertslikeice cream, Ash Reshte,and
Gooshfiland Dough.

BesttimetogotolIsfahan

Wholethe springand Fall, April, May, June, October
and November,arethebesttimetovisitthere.
Howtoaccesstolsfahan

FromTehran, travelers cangotothe Mehrabad Airport
andtakeaflighttoIsfahan, payingaround 1,600,000
IRR. Theflighttakesabout 1 hour. Usually thereare 5
flightstoIsfahan everyday. You canalsogotoIsfahan
by VIP Buses.Ittakesabout5hourstoreachthereand
theticketpriceisabout270,000t0450,000IRR.Also
Isfahan hasan International Airportso you can go
theredirectly.

e
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“One ofthereasonsthatthe urbanbrand of Isfahan
is formed under the national brand is the landscape
visionin 2025; although we are far away from the
required criteria, but we are onright path,” the
member of Iran-Italy Chamber of Commerce said.
“As the saying goes “Nothing is impossible”.
Considering that achieving the intended goals
regarding urban brand and tourism field is very
difficult, we cannot predict what will happenin
reality,” Mohammad Shirkavand said.
“Following the urban brand formation for Isfahan,
some plans have been codified regarding the
national brand of Iran. Isfahan is the pilot of brand
implementation, butthe quality ofimplementing this
projectisdebatable,”he added.
“Undoubtedly, one of the purposes of branding and
urbanidentificationis sustainable development.
We should evaluate how the provided urban brand
projectis going to be implemented practically,
since theamountofimporting currency of this plan
depends on the quality of the implementation,”
he continued.“If Isfahan acts on the specified path
and under the supervision of international related
institutes, it can be predicted thatin the future,
Isfahan’s economy will be 50% higher than cities
withoutidentityand urbanbrand,” he noted.
“Twoissues should be mentioned regarding the role
oftechnology inurbanbrand and identity; first, the
role oftechnology ininfrastructureslike smartizing
hotels, second, using technology in software
structures to facilitate the process of receiving
tourists,” he also said.

ATTRACTION

PirniaTraditional House,
Ethnology Museum in

Central Iran

Pirniaold mansionin the town ofNaininIran’s central
province of Isfahanisa Safavid period (1560) building.
[t consists of, living quarters arranged around a
courtyard on two levels.The rooms to the right from
the entranceimmediately catchvisitors’ attention with
their delicate monochrome painted plaster decoration.
The murals of the main hall depict the scenes from
thelife of Joseph the Beautiful, including the scene of
Zaltkhasunsuccessful attemptto seduce him.The small
sittingroomnexttoitisjustasbeautifully decorated.
The mansoin currently houses an ethnographic
museum with an exceptionally fine collection.Among
the mostvaluable objects on displayis 19th-century
Zoroastrian female clothing with exquisite hand-
embroidery. Ateahouselocated on the samelevel as
the courtyard is an excellent place to rest after the
excursion.The traditional Pirnia House isa perfect
example of the desertarchitecture of the region, built
inthe Safavid era. The house consists of an exterior,an
interior,adeep garden,asiloroomand all the facilities
amansionneeds atthe time ofits construction.When
you enter the house and pass the first corridor, you
reachan octagonalroom called “hashti”, which used to
beawaitingroom for customersand visitors. Beautiful
paintings,amazing plastering of Quranstories,abook
of famous poems and exquisite calligraphy decorate
theliving room. At first there lived ajudge of Nain.
Thenthehousebelonged toagovernorof Nain during
the Qajar Dynasty. A few decades ago the house was
boughtby the Ministry of Culture and Art. After the
renovationin 1994 the house was transformed into the
ethnological desert museum.




CBI hails FATF suspension

of counter-measures on

Central Bank ofIran (CBI) in a statement welcomed
the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) decision to
continue suspension of counter-measures on Iran
byJune 2019.Inits statement, which wasreleased on
Friday, CBlappreciated Iranian bodies, which paved
the way for suspension of counter-measures on Iran
by ratifying two bills toamend regulations asregards
fighting money-laundering and financing terrorism.
Underlining the factthatthe Instrumentin Support
of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX) with Iranis less than

Iran

NEWS

Rouhani Gov’t Denies
Rumours It’s Behind
Currency Hikes

The Iranian president’s chief of staffhas
rejected rumours thatthis week’s hike in
the value of foreign currenciesin Iranian
markets was planned by the government
as partofefforts to meet FATF guidelines,
saying the government would not “play
games” with people’slivelihood.
Speaking on the sidelines of a cabinet
meetingearlier this week, Mahmoud Vaezi
said the governmentitselfhasbeenhithard
byaplungeinthelranianrial’s value.

“The rise of dollar’s rate would place
[immense] pressure on the government
anditwould never play with interests of the
countryand people’slivelihood,” he said.
Vaezisaid the governmentisdoingitsbest
todecrease the currency’s price, as it will
leadtoadecreaseingeneral prices of goods
and makelife easier for the government.
“Those who make such statements have
political motives and are pursuing other
goals,” he said.

Vaezi said the government keeps up
advocating for the four bills proposed
by the administration to get Iran out of
the blacklistofthe Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) using arguments, as the
Expediency Council is makingits mind on
aparliamentarybill on Iran’s accession
tothe United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime.
TheUSdollarcrossed athresholdin Tehran
thisweek, asitspriceincreasedto 135,000
rials, up fromover 120,000 rials last week.
The hike came after Iran’s Expediency
Council postponed for two weeks votingon
the bill, whichis one of four parliamentary
billsrequired for Iranto get out of the anti-
moneylaunderingbody’s blacklist.

Two ofthem have so far gone into effectand
thefate ofthelastone,abillamendinglran’s
Combating the Financing of Terrorism
(CFT) law,isalsoinlimbo.

The governmentis astaunch supporter of
the FATF accession, believing the measure
would smooth the path forIran’sincreased
financial transactions with the world and
allow the country’s financial sector to
function more easily in the international
economy.

Iran’s accession to the G7-created FATF
has faced problems over concernsamong
some officials thatthe move could endanger
Iran’s national security and economic
interests.

Europe’s commitments to avoid failure of Iran
nuclear deal known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), CBI said the parallel
companies are being established in Iran soon to
provideinteraction.“The FATF decided atits meeting
this week to continue the suspension of counter-
measures,” FATF said inits February 20-22 plenary
outcomes report.“While welcoming the passage of
the Anti-Money Laundering Act, the FATF expresses
itsdisappointmentthat the Action Plan remains
outstanding and expects Iran to proceed swiftly in
thereform path to ensure thatitaddressesall of the
remainingitemsby completingand implementing

Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh says efforts

for offering crude at Iran Energy Exchange

(IRENEX) will finally pay off, but the bid needs

time.

Speaking to I[CANA on
Saturday, Zanganeh said
IRENEXis expected to
gain butthe efforts may
takeawhileto comeinto
fruition.

“The 0il Ministry
continuesto offer crude
atIRENEX every week
to reach the desired
results,” headded.

In a bid to implement
thepolicies ofresistance
economy, the National
Iranian Oil Company
hasstarted offering gas
condensate and light
crudeoilatIRENEXona
weeklybasis.

Five rounds of crude
sale have so far been

launched atthe energy
exchange.

NIOC sold 280,000
barrels, divided

in 35,000-barrel
consignments, at
$74.85/b during
the first round. The
second round looked
more promising as the
company sold 700,000
barrels at $64.97/b.
But the third round
(January 21) and the
fourthround (February
4) ended without any
trade, although these
tworounds underwent
some procedural change
tomeetthe purchasing
conditions for buyers.
The fifthround was held
on February 18, when
only a 35,000-barrel
consignment of light
crude was sold at
$52.25.

To shoulder us
pressures on Iran’s

Norwegian plane takes offfrom Iran after 70 days

A Boeing commercial airliner thatbelongs to budget carrier
Norwegian Airand was stuckin the southern Iranian city of Shiraz
afteranemergencylandingin December, took off on Friday after
70 days,aNorwegian Air spokeswoman said.
«Norwegian»s Boeing 737 MAX has taken off from Shiraz Airport
inIranandwillland at Stockholm Arlanda Airportearly Saturday
morning. After two monthsin Iran,» airline spokeswoman Astrid
Mannion-Gibson said in an email.The plane,a 737 MAX model,

The

the necessary AML/CFT reforms,” itadded.

FATF went on to say “in August 2018, Iran has
enacted amendments to its Counter-Terrorist
Financing Actand inJanuary 2019, Iran has also
enacted amendmentstoits Anti-Money Laundering
Act.”“The FATF recognizes the progress of these
legislative efforts. The bills to ratify the Palermo
and Terrorist Financing Conventions have passed
Parliament, butarenotyetinforce,” itreiterated.
Financial
intergovernmental organization founded in 1989 on
theinitiative ofthe G7 to develop policies to combat
money laundering.

Action Task Force is an

Irenex'T'o Gain, But Not Overnight:
Z.anganeh

oil sale, the market
initially needs time
to get experienced

with attracting
both domestic and
foreign customers via
improvingits business
environment and
getting as transparent
aspossible.Itisessential
for the market to
remain stainless from
corruption and rent-
seeking.

Zanganeh said several
open and undisclosed
talks have been held
with crude costumers
to find solutions over
the hurdles created by
the US’ sanctions on
the Islamic Republic’s
energy sector. Hedid not
elaborate.

The veteran minister
hasjustreturned from
a three-day visit to
Beijing.

took offfrom Dubaion Dec. 14 bound for Oslobuthad toland in
ShirazinIranbecause of problems with one ofits engines. Ithad
stayed there since waiting for anew engine.Spare parts were
needed by its manufacturer Boeing, butbecause of US sanctions

reinstated by the Trump administration, civilian aircraftsales,

includingservicingand parts, were forbidden in Iran.Norwegian
had said on Wednesday thatitwasin the process ofhavinganew
engine flown to Iran but the spokeswoman did not elaborate
further on Friday.

US Discusses
Iran’s Oil
Issue with
South Korea

Atop US official discussed
this week South Korea’s
crude oilimports from Iran
and urged Seoul toaccelerate
itsoil supply diversification,
areportsaid.

US assistant secretary of
state for energy resources
Francis Fannonisonatourin

Asiathisweekand isvisiting
Seoul and Tokyo between
February 19 and 26.

Fannon is meeting with
government officials
and private sector
representatives “to discuss
energy security and regional
cooperation on energy
issues,” the US Department
of State said, noting thatthe
official will also highlight
the importance of energy
diversificationin the Indo-
Pacific Region, S&P Global

Plattsreported, quoting a
diplomaticsource.

Both South Koreaand Japan
wereamongthe eightlranian
customers who received
waivers from the US to
continue importingIranian
oil at reduced volumes
until early May 2019.South
Korea’s deputy minister
for economic affairs of the
ministry of foreign affairs,
Yun Kang-hyeon, met with
Fannon on Wednesday and
discussed ways to increase

cooperation in the energy
sector.

Yun and Fannon “talked
abouttheIraniancrudeissue
and South Korea’s efforts
toward diversification of
sources of crude imports,”
the source said.

Iran’skey Asian customers—
Japan, South Korea, India,
and China—are all buying
Iranian crude once again, but
atmuchlowerratesthanthey
did before November when
USsanctionskicked in.
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Transfer of Kish Island to China false

ramor

The Kish Free Zone

Organization denied the §
transfer of the island to the |
Chinese, saying thatsome |

are seeking to exploit the
sense of patriotism and
nationalism ofthe people.
Deputy Director for
Economicand Investment
Affairs of Kish Free Zone
Organization Mohammad
Reza Saeedidismissed false
rumors circulating onsocial
mediaonthe transfer ofthe
island to the Chinese, saying
itisan out-and-outlie.

“We welcome any domestic
and foreign investment
in Kish Island,” he said,
emphasizing thataccording
to the laws of the country,
nonatural andlegal person
is permitted to saleland to
foreigners.

—r
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What's News

Austrian amb.
to'Tehran:
Austriato
coop. with
Irantobuild
green energy
ecological

center

Austrian Ambassador
to the Islamic
Republic of Iran
Stefan Scholz said on
Fri. thathis country
will cooperate with
theIslamicRepublicof
Iran for constructing
green energies
ecological center.
Islamic Republic of
Iran is known as a
driving force in the
Middle East region,
he said, adding, “the
country’s tendency
for moving towards
renewable energies
has caused Irantobe
known asaregional
hub”

Speaking in a joint
meeting held
between Iran and
Austriain the field of
renewable energies,
he reiterated,
“Islamic  Republic
of Iran has taken
giantstride towards
the development of
renewable energies,
energy productivity
and development
of environmental
technologies.”

The ambassador
pointed to the policy
ofthelslamicRepublic
ofIranfordiversifying
itsenergy document
and said, “Iran enjoys
high potentials and
capabilities in the
field ofhydrocarbon,
sothatIran’stendency
to move towards
renewable energies
has introduced the
countryasaregional
hub”

He placed special
emphasis thatclean
energies have been
turnedintoapotential
part in bilateral
cooperation between
Iran and Austria,
adding, “accordingly,
we are after
constructing green
energy ecological
centerin the Islamic
RepublicofIran”

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,328.6%
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Alltrafficon

Iran’sborder

under control:
IRGC

AlltrafficonIran’smaritime
borders, particularlyinthe
Persian Gulf, ismonitored
by the country’s naval
forces, withnomovebeing
left unnoticed, a senior
Iranianmilitary officialhas
said.

Commander of the
Naval Forces of Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC), Admiral Ali-Reza
Tangsiri said on Friday
eveningthatthe Forceis
responsible for providing
security of Iranian
maritimebordersfromthe
Straitof Hormuzto the Faw
Peninsulainthe Persian
Gulf.

The IRGC is also active
in strategic islands of
the southern Iranian
province of Hormuzgan
and monitors all traffics,
Admiral Tangsiri said,
noting thatthe forcesare
cooperating with Iran’s
Army.

‘Powerful presence of the
IRGC Naval Forcesinthe
Persian Gulf reinforced
withmodernandadvanced
equipments is a strong
blockadeagainstenemies,
and the authority and
vigilance have frequently
beenproveninthepast, the
commandersaid.

Shamkhani:
Iranto Keep
Working with
Syriaagainst

Israel
SecretaryofIran’s Supreme
National Security Council
saidIranisin Syriaatthe
request ofthe Damascus
governmentand willkeep
working with the Arab
countryin counteringthe
Zionistregime ofIsrael.

In an interview with
Tasnim, Ali Shamkhani
explicated Iran’s plans to
helpthe Syriangovernment
in the battle against
terrorism and to fight off
theIsraeliattacks onthe
Syrianterritories.

Asked about his recent
comments at a meeting
with Syria’s foreign
minister about plans to
preventandrespondtothe
[sraeliattacks on Syriaand
about Tehran's military
assistance to Damascus,
Shamkhaniunderlined that
[ran provides “advisory
help” for Syriain the fight
against terrorism at the
request ofthe Damascus
governmentand with the
purpose of supporting
the Arab country and its
people.

Thoughtbase of freedom: Iran
President

Advancementsinscienceand technology startsinafree
and appropriate environment, said the President of Iran
Hassan Rouhani on Saturday, addressing managers of
knowledge-based enterprisesand start-ups.
Thoughtbase of freedom: Iran President

‘The very first bases of freedom is thought,’” said
President Rouhani, adding, “Technology is one fruit of
scienceanditcanbringlead to progressonlyifsciences
progress.

‘Ifwe don’tadvancein one particulararea,itmeansthere

areno pillars tobuildahouse on’

If students and professors are notfree to discussissues,
there won’tbe any progress, said Rouhani.

‘Many think infrastructures are buildings, loans or
money. They are not. The first base is freedom. The
governmentshould provide the physical substructures,
butthelegal onesare moreimportant.’

Hesaid, ‘Ifthereisscience and progressin the US, that’s
because of differentnationalities working there; there
are many Iraniansin the US. Theyreached science and
progress when they didn’thave a wall around them.
‘Any country thatwallsitselfin, they willimplode.
Touching on the issue of the US sanctions on Iran, he

Iran’s Central Bank Says to Introduce
Company for Facilitating INSTEX

said, ‘Some countries
use sanctionstoreach
what they want.

Theyrealize thatin

order to slow down

growth of science

and technology,

they need to block
the paths through
sanctions.

‘But sanctions give us
incentives. They create
problems, though'

NEWS

Iranprovesits power

The Central Bank of [ran (CBI) announced that it will
soonname acompany in the country for facilitating
cooperation with the European Union based on its
financial mechanism for trade with Iran known as the
Instrumentin Supportof Trade Exchanges (INSTEX).

Inastatementreleased
on Saturday, the
CBI's public relations
department said
although INSETXis much

watchdog had given
Iran until February to
completereformsorface
consequences. r
“The FATF decided at

lessthan whathad been
pledged by the EU to save
the 2015 nuclear deal
after the USwithdrawal,
Iranwill soonintroducea
corresponding company
to demonstrate its
intentiontointeract.

The establishment
process of the company
is underway and it
will be introduced for
cooperationwith Europe,
the statementread.

The CBI also welcomed
aFriday decision by the
Paris-based Financial
Action Task Force (FATF)
to extend the deadline
for Iran until June 2019
to strengthen its anti-
money laundering
legislation, suspending
counter-measures
againstIran foranother
4 months.

Last October, the global

itsmeeting this week to
continue the suspension
of counter-measures,”
itsaidin astatementon
Friday.

On February 4, Council
of the European Union
issued a conclusion on
the Islamic Republic,
urgingIranto “adoptand
implementthenecessary
legislation pursuantto
itscommitments under
the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) Action
Plan.”

The EU also voiced
readiness to “continue
cooperation with Iran
intheseareas, including
by providing technical
assistance for the
implementation of the
FATF Action Plan.”
Earlier on the same
day, Iranian Judiciary
Chief Ayatollah Sadeq

Amoli Larijani stressed
thatthe country would
never accept the
“humiliating conditions”
ofthe European Union’s
financial mechanism for
trade with Iran,including
Iran’saccession to FATF.
“The European countries
have reportedly settwo
‘strange conditions’ for
the mechanism named
the INSTEX,” the top
judge deplored, saying,
“The countries should
be aware thatIran will by
no means accept these
humiliating conditions
and will not accede
to any demand at the
expense of opening a
small waterway such as
INSTEX.”

INSTEX will be based in

Paris and be managed
by a German banking
expert. Britain will head
the supervisoryboard.
The European countries
are reportedly going
to use the channel
initially only to sell food,
medicine and medical
devices in Iran.In May
2018,the US president
pulled his country out of
the JCPOA, the nuclear
deal that was achieved
inViennain 2015 after
years of negotiations
amonglranandthe Group
541 (Russia, China, the
US, Britain, France and
Germany).

Followingthe USexit, Iran
and theremainingparties
launched talks to save the
accord.

dedicated to peace, security:
Hatami

Iran has proved that its power is aimed at
establishing peace, security and stability in the
region, said the Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier
General Amir Hatami.
Hemadetheremarksinaseminarand exhibition
dubbed as ‘pioneers oftechnology and industry’
underway in Tehran International Exhibition
Center.

“During pastyearswewereableto defeatenemies’
strategiesintheregion and end awar which was
started by Americans,” Hatamisaid.

“Those who say that ‘we have defeated ISIL and
nowwe wantto go’,areactually forced to withdraw
[from Syria] after suffering defeats,” he noted,
addingthatthe United States wanted to deploy ISIL
intheregion for some 30to40yearsbutitdidn’t
achieveitsgoal.

He went on to say that enemies were after
introducing the Islamic Republicas a ‘danger’ to
othershowever, “we proved thatour poweris for
peace, stability,and security.”

Rouhani to Trump:
Countriesbuilding wall

around themselves destined to
fail

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said that
countries which build walls around themselves
willbe destroyed from inside and will achieve no
progress.

He made the remarks Saturday inameeting with
heads ofknowledge-based companiesand startups
inTehran.

Pointing to Trump’s administration insistence on
building physical wallsalongitssouthernborders,
Rouhanisaid, “they do not know thatall their
progresswerebecause ofthe factthatthere existed

Iranto Become Fully Offensive If Enemy

Iranlaunches 3 cruise missilesin Velay-

nowalls formanyyears.”

Ifthereis any growth and progressinthe United
States, itisbecause ofthe presence of different
nationalitiesin the country, he highlighted.

Daresto Wage War: Commander

[slamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Lieutenant Commander
Brigadier General Hossein Salami highlighted Iran’s preparedness
to counter foreign threats and said if enemies dare to attack the
IslamicRepublic, the country will become fully offensive.Inaspeech
inthe southeastern city of Kerman on Saturday, Brigadier General
Salamisaid anation that cherishes martyrdom on the path of God
willnever be defeated and will never be fearful of the enemy.“The
whole world should know that when we talk about martyrdomit
doesnotmean thatwe stand still so thatthe enemy attackusand
killus,” he added.“Ifthe enemy opts for a war, we will become fully
offensive,” he said,adding, “(willingness forachieving) martyrdom
doesnotmean that only we will be killed; (rather) before wekill
dozens of enemies, none of us willbe martyred.”In similar remarks
inAprillastyear, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
AliKhameneisaid the US governmentis aware of the crushing
responseitwillhavetofacein case of taking military action against
Iran.The eraofhitand runis now over,and the US knows that if it
getsentangled in military action againstIran, it will receive much
harsherblows, Ayatollah Khameneireiterated.

at-97 wargame

Three cruisemissileswereshotfromcoastallaunchersinthesecond day
of Velayat97’ wargamewhichisunderwayinthe Seaof OmanonFriday.
AccordingtoIran Army publicrelationsoffice, Shahid Naqdi Destroyer;
Tabarzinfrigateand the missile system destroyed their targets.Shahid
NaqdiDestroyer, Tabarzin frigate shot Qaderand Qadir cruise missiles.
TheIranianmissilelaunchersalsolaunched aQader missile towardits
targetinthe sea.Qaderand Qadirmissileswith 250 and 300 kmrange
havethe capability of beinglaunched from ships, coastal systemsand
helicopters.Morethan 100 ofthe Navy fleet, including differentkinds
ofdestroyers, missilelaunchingnavies, logisticnavies, lightand heavy
submarines, hovercrafts, fixed wingaircrafts,and helicopters have
participatedinthe parade.The parade coversanareaof more thantwo
millionsquarekilometerseastof Hormuz Strait, 0Oman Seaand north of
theIndian Ocean (upto 10 degrees) and the participantsinthe parade
exercise defenseandair defensetactics to safeguard the territorial
waters, while hoistingbanner of the Islamic Republic of Iran.Earlier;
Deputy Commander ofthe Islamic Republic Army for Coordination
AffairsRear Admiral Habibollah Sayyarisaid Iranianarmyis vigilantly
monitoringallthreatsintheregion.

President described working towards self-
sufficiencyasapractical fightagainstimperialism
and major powers,adding, “sanctionsareaimed at
reducing the growth oftechnologyin our country
...butweneedtousesanctionsasanopportunity
forgrowth.”

Working towards self-
sufficiency means practical

fightagainstimperialism

Iranian Presidentdescribed working towards self-
sufficiency as practical fightagainstimperialism
and major powers,adding, “Sanctionsareaimed at
reducingthe growth oftechnology in our country”.
Addressingmanagers ofknowledge enterprises
and start-ups on Saturday, I[ranian President,
Hassan Rouhanisaid, “We need to use sanctions
asanopportunity for the growth oftechnology in
our country”.

Sanctions notable toimpede Iranian,

Russian policies: Official

A senior Russian official said here on Saturday that
despite difficulties caused by sanctions, Moscow and
Tehran will follow their own well-established domestic
and foreign policies.

Sanctions will surely have their impacts on both
countries’ progressbutcanneverhaltthe trend of their
development, Frants Klintsevich, member of Russia’s
Federation Council Committee on Defense and Security,
told the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) in an
interviewin Moscow.

Klintsevich believed dialogue was the best base for
establishmentofgood tiesand removal of disputes.

from the United

Talking of Iran’sregional role in countering terrorism,
the official said Tehran plays an effective role in course
of developmentsinin Syriaand the Middle Eastregion.
He said groups opposed to the Syrian governmenthave
to come to termswith thisreality and acceptit.

And disagreements with Iran have come from this
point, because Iran plays a prominentrole in fight
againsttheterroristgroup of Daesh (ISIS) and the new
form of international terrorism which hasnorelations
withIslam, headded.

He further termed the phenomenon of terrorismas the
plague of century against which Iran has alwaysbeen
actively fighting.

Since 2012, Russia has faced 65 packages of sanctions

States.

Also, the US re-
imposed anti-
Iran sanctions
inNov 2018, just
few months after
its exit from the
Iran Deal formally

knownastheJoint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Contrary to the US anti-Iran measures, many world
leadersincluding the European Union (EU) foreign
policy chief Federica Mogherinibelieve thatthe Iran
Deal should be keptalive.
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President Iran Has Plans to
Neutralize US Oil
Irenex'To Sanctions: Top
Gain, ButNot IOfﬁ"“‘l. o
ran has devised initiatives
OV(}I']]ight: to foil the US sanctions onits

oilexports, Secretary ofIran’s
Supreme National Security
Council Ali Shamkhani said,
noting that the country has
multiplewaystosellitscrude.
“The Islamic Republic of
[ran has designed and put
into practice initiatives that
would neutralize the illegal
US sanctions against Iran’s

Z.anganeh

48 Hoursin
Isfahan

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning calltoprayer:

05:16:28 export of oil,” Shamkhani
Noon calltoprayer: said.He noted thatalthough - e

(A the US pressures may inflict
12:16:34

[ | some costson Iran, they could
Eveningcalltoprayer: not undermine the Islamic |
18:13:44 Republic'sresolve. Highlighting Q
the great support that the =

Iranian society provides for
the government, Shamkhani
pointed to the high turnout
of people in the recent
countrywide demonstrations
in celebration of the 40th
anniversary of victory of the
IslamicRevolution.
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Low:0°c

Iran wary of ‘spontaneous, emotional’ decisions on
JCPOA: Atomic chief

Iran will avoid making ‘spontaneous and emotional’

not ‘productive’ anymore, they would issue
necessary orders.

Asperthe Leader’sprecise stance onJCPOA,
Iran would carefully scrutinize the other
party’smeasures under the nuclear deal,
Salehisaid.

Commenting on the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) decision to continue
suspension of counter-measures on Iran by
June 2019, Salehisaid itshowsthatthe other
partyisnotseekingtoreachtoanimpasse.
He added thatIran would also review the
issue and make a decision thatserves the
country’sinterests.

‘Despite all the psychological and economic
pressures, we also are witnessing that the
youth with the beliefof ‘we can’ and ‘vitality’
aremoving forward and producingamazing
achievements.

decisions onthe nuclear deal, said Head of the Atomic
Energy Organization of [ran (AEOI) Ali Akbar Salehi on
Saturday.

Salehimade the remarks on the
sidelines of an industrial and
technological exhibition in
Tehran, adding that the Islamic
Republic of Iran would make a
‘calculated decision’ pertaining
tothenucleardeal knownasthe
JointComprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Headded thatifIranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneiand the
JCPOA Supervisory Board come to a
conclusionthatIran’spresenceinthe dealis

e
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Iran, India, Russia, Central Asian Countries Should
Jointly Combat Terrorism: MP

Speaking to the Tasnim News Agency, Heshmatollah Falahat Pisheh condemned arecent terroristattackin

the southeastern province of Sistan and Balouchestan thatkilled 27 Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)

forcesand said the National Security and Foreign Policy Commission recently held a special meeting to probe

theattackand preventtherecurrence of suchincidents.

the bus, which was taking the personnel
backtotheirhomes.

The so-called Jaish ul-Adl terroristgroup
hasreportedly claimed responsibility for
theattack.A daylater; Leader ofthe Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
said there are clear links between the
terror attackand spy agencies of some
countries in the region and beyond,

The lawmaker further said

Iran should form a multilateral

mechanism with India,

N E w s Central Asian countries, and

Russiato fight against Salafi

NEWS terrorists backed by the US

8 I ¥ and reactionaryregimesinthe

region even ifit may irritate Pakistani
officials.

ijg}u
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Iranexportingbiopharmaceuticals to 17 countries

Vice Presidency’s director of biotechnology developmentdepartment,
Mostafa Ghaneisaid aboutthe condition ofbiopharmaceuticals produced
inlran, “Iran’s conditionin thisareais very good and currently [ranian
biopharmaceuticalsare exportedto 17 countriesacrosstheworld”.

“One ofthe honorsandachievements of Iranin scientific field is to train
youngprofessionals that couldfill available gapin the country in the field of
producingbiologicalmedical products. One ofthesignificantareasistoproduce
biopharmaceuticalsthatfaceshighgrowth,”headded.
DescribingIran’sscientificgrowthin field of biopharmaceuticals as significant, Ghanei
“Nobodyimagined, [ranwhich once wasacountrythatimported biopharmaceuticals,tobecomeanexporter
andhome-grownbiopharmaceuticalstobe exportedto17 countriesacrosstheworld”.
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stressed,

Iran’s Central Bank Says to Introduce
Company for Facilitating INSTEX

Staying in JCPOA or not depends on public will: FM

Zarif

Iranian Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif said

onFriday thatstayingin JCPOA or notdepends on public

demand.

%J/g;l
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In an interview with Swiss
newspaper Basler Zeitung
on Friday, he added, “Some 51
percentoftheIranian people favor
stayinginthe dealand we cannot
do something against public

m_ demand”.

Reiterating that European states should
make practical measuresinaddition to
taking political stances, Zarif said that
whenthe USwithdrew fromthe deal, these
countries gave commitmentsin 12 cases.
Special financial mechanism was not
among the commitments; ratheritwasa
prerequisite, he said, noting thatthe deal
was concluded with theaim of normalizing
economicties.

Asked about USwaivers for selling Iran’s
oil, he said such licenses have been
issued notoutofrespectforIran orthe
agreement; rather theyare based on US
evaluation aboutoil market.

Global community should decide whether
US’ encouragingand discouraging will be
intheirinterestall the time, he said, noting
thatifthey were asked to cut their trade

ties with China, then whatreaction they
would show.

Responding to a question if Iran’s oil
customers obey the US sanctions, how
Tehranwill react, Zarif said thatthere are
other optionsavailable.

Asked about western media hype for
inducing crisisinlIran, Zarif said thatIran
isfully stable and calm, asitneverrelies on
foreign elements.

Its stability isrooted inside the country.
However, the people are suffering from
sanctions, he said.

Elsewhereinhistalk, he said that fighting
terrorismis stillunderway, adding that
Al-Nusra Front forces are still holding
big parts of Idlib and anumber of Daesh
terroristsare presentnear Deir ezzurand
eveninsidelIraq.

Terrorists have assumed new face. They
wenthome and waiting for resurface, Zarif
said, warningaboutthe situation.
Referringto Zionistregime’sadventurism
in the region, he said that such
adventurisms are always dangerous,
accordingto IRNA.

Iranisin Syriaattherequestofthe Syrian
government, but Israel has violated
Lebanese airspace and international
regulations, Zarifsaid, noting thatifthere
issomething toworryabout,itisIsrael’s
behavior.

On February 13 when anumber of IRGC
forceswere traveling between the cities
of Zahedan and Khash, in Sistan and
Balouchestan, their bus was hit by the
suicide carbomb attack. Itkilled 27 IRGC
membersandinjured 13 others.

The IRGC’'s Quds Base said in a statement
thatan explosives-laden carrammed into

urging Iranian security organizations to
seriously pursuetheissue.Inatelephone
conversationwith hisIranian counterpart,
Mohammad Javad Zarif, Pakistani Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said
his country is ready for any kind of
cooperation with Iran to probe into the
terroristattack.

OxygenlS-toimport currency to Iran; AEQ T head

The head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOI), Ali-Akbar Salehi, said Oxygen-18, anatural
isotope of oxygen, which hasits usesin the medical
industry, willimport currency to Iran.Speaking to
reporters on Saturday while visiting an exhibition on
technology and industry in Tehran, Salehi expressed
gratitude towards young Iranian scientists for their
intense four-year-long endeavor leading to the
production oftheisotope of oxygen.

Callingit agreatachievementwhichis done only by few
countries, Salehisaid “the developmenthasrendered
Iranindependentof foreign contribution.”

[twillkeep Iran self-sufficientand in a strategic position,
he added.Regarding Europe’s promise of fulfilling its

commitments to Iran nuclear deal, and the possibility of
Iran’s withdrawal from JCPOA, Salehi said as the Leader
ofIslamic Revolution expressed very clearly the position
ofthe Islamic Republic of [ran, we are monitoring their
measures; we won't make emotional decisions on
this.“We will make the necessary decisions, based on
the factsand accurate monitoring of the developments,”
he said, adding the supervisoryboard and the Leader
willissue necessaryinstructions and orders, if they
conclude thatour commitmentto the deal isineffective.
Oxygen-18isusedas precursor formedical radioisotope
Fluorine-18 production, whichisused in PET (positron
emissiontomography). PETisatype ofimaging testthat
helpsrevealhowtissuesand organsare functioning.
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