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Attraction

T
Aqgbalaq
Waterfall;
A'Tourist
Attraction
Northof
Iran

Natural A

Agbalaq Khalkhal-
Koolar waterfall is
located in Ardebil
province. Aq Kuh
(White Mountain)
isatthe maximum
height of3322 m
abovesealevel, the
highest point of
Khalkhal city and
themostimportant
mountainous area
ofthe central area
ofthiscity.

On the slopes of
this mountain
range there are
many  springs,
which provide
water for streams
suchasMianrudan,
Golbondrood, Zal
River,and others.
The most
importantspring
of this significant
catchment area
is the Springs of
Agbalagh. This
springislocated at
analtitude ofabout
2750 meters from
thesealevel.
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Khansar: Home to Various Historical,

by theriver.

Also known as Khoonsar, means city of springs.

The city has anice climate with abundantsource of
waterbecause ofthe many springs, beautiful tall trees,
numerous fruit gardens, appropriate for many kind
ofvegetation and flowers, famous for its beautiful
fritillaries that coversawide area on the hills in the
month of April.

Peoplehave their own dialectin Khansar whichhasan
ancientPersianrootsbefore Islam.

The waterfall is
very beautiful,
with a beautiful,
vivid and
white outlook.
The presence
of various
herbaceous and
herbaceous
species around
this beautiful
waterfall makes it
twofold. The water
of this spring,
which originates
from one of the
main branches
ofthe Zal River, is
drained through
the Ghezel Ozan
River.

This springs and
cascades are
located within the
protected area of
Agh Dagh, the most
importantwildlife
habitat in the
province.

Attraction

Khansar, a town in central
Iran near the city of Isfahan, is
home tovarious historical and
natural attractions.

The name Khansaris made up
ofthe two Persian words Khan,
which means ‘fountain’,and Sar
which shows the ‘abundance’ of
something.

Tourists visiting Khansar in central
province of Isfahan can enjoy its
beautiful gardens and the architecture
ofhouses, which have maintained their
traditional style.

Near Khansar, there isalso avillage
named Vist whose residents weave
basketsnamed Morvarusingaparticular
type ofwood.

"' location
Khansarislocated ina place not far
from central desert of Iran and just
150 km from Isfahan. Itis 900 square
kmand situated in central partofIran
surrounded by Zagros Mountains.

i History

The city is believed to have been built
before Islam with quite a few historical
monumentsstill standing. Tir fire temple
and Heikal Temple are amongst those.
Another proofto thisbeliefisagrave
stone with Pahlaviscriptgraved onit, it
issituated in Ghoodjanvillage. Thereis
alsosome evidence suggesting Jewish
immigration to the city at the time of
Cyrusthegreat’skingdom.

i Economy
A city wealthy in water resources, a
classicreason for being prosperous,
the valley of Khansar is full of springs
as mentioned before. That’s the main
reason ofthe city’sbirthasasmallvillage
firstand growingtoacityastime goeson.
The cityisdeveloped fromnorthtosouth

The city was initially located in the
southern partofthe valley, which are
now fields and rangelands. One of the
mainreasons they moved to northern
partwas easier access to the Khansar
Riverand the many springs such as Pir,
Kharckhan, Shotorkhan, Marzangoosh
atthenorthside ofthe valley.

The main produce ofthe city are: wheat
andbarley, fodder, potato, beans, grape,
walnut,almondandapricot.

Khansaris famous forits unique honey
withalonghistory,today thereisaround
3200bee colonieswhich they produce
more than350 tons of honey for the
countryorevenabroad eachyear.

Nuts and dried fruits such as walnuts,
almond and dried apricotarealso some
of other products of this city.

6000 outof40,000 peopleinthecityare
farmers andranchers,4200in service
careers,and 600 areinindustry.

Isone ofthe mostimportanteconomic
activities all around the world
nowadays, this field of tourismlet people
know more about the importance of
cultureand nature and how to protectit.
The Iranian plateau has a special
situation which provides different
climate and eco systems in the area
that make a huge climate variety from

province to province or even city to
city, therefor knowing the areaand its
characteristiccanhelp ustoimprove the
tourismindustry.

The natural resources of Isfahan
province isidentified and classified.
Accordingto thisresearch 90% ofthe
whole areais natural resources like
fieldsand ranges, desert, sand prairie,
natural or under construction artificial
jungles.

Based on that data there is 27900
hectare suitable for eco tourism which
are distributed in different cities such
as:Khansar, Chadegan, Fereydoonshahr,

Samiromand Golpaygan.

We hope with such potential in the
areawe could replace eco tourism with
pollutingindustries.

i Zagros mountains
Zagrosmountainsarelocated in the west
of Iran from north to south beautiful and
intact, with various vegetation,amazing
landscapes and different peaks which
makesitastrongattraction to tourists
and mountain climbers.

City of Khansarislocated in between
allthose natural resources mentioned
above; thereforeitcanbeone ofthe best
accommodation and camping centres
forthenaturallovers.

Also there are some mountains around
the south of city, which are famous
among mountain-climbersand hunters.
The highest peakis mount “sill” that
isabout3800 metersinheight witha
spring called Take that has amazing
landscape on the way to top, and has
becomeasuitablerestspotformountain
androckclimbers.

i Climate
Khansar climate is a combination of
mountainous and semi-desert, various
waterresources like springs, rivers and
alsobeautiful large fruit gardens have
made the climate very pleasant.
Being surrounded by mountainsresults
inamore moderate climate and cooler
summers, which attract many out of
town tourists to the city.
Duringthe hottest month of summer
itisonaverage 31 degrees high and
24 degrees high at night, the winter
weatheris pleasantand covered with
white pretty snow.

i 400-years old Khansar watermill
400-yearsold Khansar watermillis the
onlyremained watermillin Khansarthat
hasbeenabandoned and neglected since
many years ago.

Many springs and old water equipment
like watermills are among the most
importantattractionsin this county.
Khansar watermill is one of those
promised watermills. Now, the watermill
areainkhansarhasbecome atourist
attraction; people come to visit this
400-years old watermill, drink tea, buy
souvenirs and take photos with the
watermill.

WHERETO STAY

Tak Taku :Wonderful,
Welcoming And Quiet Place

Tak Takuisarecentlyrenovated, heritage
listed guesthouse in the tiny village of
Toudeshk Cho. Itis surrounded by mud
brickhomes, near abeautiful mosque
and averyold Haman,aboutan hour away
from Esfahan on the way to Yazd. Tak
Taku is family run. The guesthouse offers
breakfast,lunchand dinnerin traditional
home cooked Iranian style. Rooms are
available with own or shared bathroom.
Therooms are surrounding a beautiful
courtyard with fountain, offering a family
room, open communal area with asmall
library and wifi. Iranian benches are also
offering places to enjoy the peace and
quietofthisarea. Mohammad the owner
can help with bus tickets, organise trips
tothedesert, camelriding, Gavkhuni Salt
Lake Trip,and campinginthe sandsinthe
appropriate season. Bikes are available
toridein and around the village. Being
2100mabove sealevel the climateismore
moderate and star gazing exceptional.
Tak Takuis the place to experienceatrue
Iranian family lifestyle in a beautiful
authentic courtyard guesthouse for
people who want a more personal
experience.

The Tak Taku Traditional House is a
beautifully restored family-run guest
houselocated in the village of Toudeshk
Cho, where caravans of camels used to ply
theirtrade alongthe Silk Road carrying
goods to and from the Middle Eastand
beyond. The camels may have been
replaced, butthe romance is still there
astheroad weaves through the dramatic
mountain landscape. Toudeshkis 2100
metres above sealevel which means that
eveninthe hotsummer months when
therestoflransweltersin45 degreesthe
village is still comfortably cool.

The well-signposted Tak Taku
Guesthouseis nestled inamongstthe
mud-built single-storey houses that
surround the beautiful mosque and
traditional hamam in the oldest part
of Toudeskh known as Toudeskh Cho.
Through the safe wide alleyways you will
see attractively carved wooden doors
set with the Iranian double knockers
designed toindicate whetheramanora
woman is knocking. Tak Taku Traditional
House takes its name from the sound
made by the knocker.

Tak Taku Guesthouse hasbeenrecently
restored with a heritage accreditation
providing arelaxed and friendly lodging
place sharing common areas with family
whilstalso ensuring privacy in your own
well-furnished room. Particular prideis
takeninensuringthatall of the houseis
keptscrupulously clean. You are invited
toshareadelicioushome-cooked meal
and have tea with the family whichisnot
tobe missed.

The large central and picturesque
courtyard provides plenty of
opportunities torelax, such asalibrary,
board games and seating areas. In the
"Tours" section you can find out more
aboutthe energeticactivities we offer.
Tak Taku Guesthouse in Toudeshk
Cho will provide you with a true taste
of traditional Iranian family life from
a relaxed perspective, whilst also
caring for the needs of the Western
traveller.
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Leaderorders 20pc of oil exportincome to go to
National Fund: Speaker

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei has ordered
20 percentofoil exports’ revenues to go to the National Development Fund of Iran, Majlis
(Parliament) speakerannounced here on Sunday.Ali Larijani made the announcementin
response to a question putforward by anumber of lawmakers at the parliament’s open
session thismorning.The lawmakersare holdinga session on Sunday toreview the details
ofthebudgetbill for the nextIranian calendaryear thatwill starton March 21,2019.

Based on the Fund policies endorsed by the Supreme Leader, three percent should
annuallybe added to the Fund’s share of oil exportincome, Larijani said adding that the
Leaderregarding the currentsituation in the country has ordered to increaseitto 20

President to open biginfrastructural plansin SE
Iran

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani is to inaugurate strategic infrastructural projects on
Monday, said the deputy coordinator for presidential office.‘With inaugurating gasoline
production projectsin Bandar Abbas, Hormuzgan Province, [ran will be self-sufficientin
the product, said Ali-Asghar Ahmadi on Sunday.Saying thata submarine made by Defense
Ministry will be officially join the Army naval fleet, he added that many projects of shipping,
agriculture, industry aviation, road making, and energy will also be inaugurated in the
presence of President Rouhani.The president will also open 16 industrial and mining
projectsin Sirjan’s Gol Gohar, southern Kerman Province, as well, which will create 5,980
directandindirectjobs. Having rich iron mines, Gol Gohar districtis one of the most

percentforthe comingyear.

NEWS

Parliament outlines

newobligations on crude
salesat IRENEX

Iranian lawmakers on Sunday approved
the new outlines obligating the Oil Ministry
to offeratleastatotal of six million barrels
of crude and condensate on Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX) per month.
Accordingtoanewlyapproved clausein the
nextfiscal’s budgetbill, the Oil Ministry is
now obliged to offer atleast 2 million barrels
lightand 2 million barrels of heavy crude
on IRENEX each month, in a bid to push
forward the plans on circumventing the
US’sunilateral sanctions on the country’s oil
sector.

The clause also stipulates a minimum
offering of 2 million barrels ofgas condensate
onIRENEX per month, which willbe supplied
from the Giant South Pars Gas Field on the
energy exchange.

The sales on IRENEX should involve settling
payments entirelyinrials as well as foreign
currencies.

The National Iranian Oil Company has so
farlaunched four rounds of crude oil sale
on IRENEX. The fifthround is scheduled for
tomorrow (Feb.18).
NIOCalsolauncheditsfirstcondensate sales
atIRENEXlastweek. Theitem was supplied
by different Iranian refineries including
Bandar Abbas, Kermanshah, Tehran, Shiraz
and Ilam.

Mahallat Red Willow
Exports Earn $2.5
Million

Exports of red willow from the city of
Mahallatin Markazi Province earned $2.5
million in the current fiscal that ends in
March, Reza Maleki, the head of Industries,
Mining and Trade Organization of Mahallat
said on Wednesday.

Over 800,000 branches of red willow
weighing 300 tonswere grownin 70 hectares
ofland devoted to the cultivation of this plant
inMahallatin the currentyear.
Mahallatranksfirstin productionand export
ofred willow as well as other flowers and

Worrisome risks lurk beneath solid

importantpoles of miningand industry in the West Asia.

global growth

The managementand operation ofafamilybusiness

raiseslegaland strategic challenges thattraditional

businessesrarely face, primarily because love and

business often don’t mix. For example, how do you

handle the firing ofakey employee who hasbecome

obsolete orunproductive when thatpersonisyour

son,daughter ornephew?

By Elliott Harris **
Onthe surface, the world
economy remains on a
steady trajectory moving
into 2019.Headline figures
suggestthat-while global
growth haslikely peaked -
activity around the world
will continue to expand ata
solid pace.

Worrisome risks lurk
beneathsolid global growth
Several developed
economiesare operating
closeto their full potential
with unemploymentrates
athistoricallows.

Yet, headlines do not tell
the whole story. Beneath
the surface,amuch more
worrisome picture of the
world economy emerges.
The newly-released World
Economic Situation and
Prospects 2019illustrates
how a combination of
risingeconomic, socialand
environmental challenges
hampers progress towards
the United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goals. There are several
risk factors that could
disruptactivity and inflict
significant damage on
longer-term development
prospects. Over the past
year, trade policy disputes

have escalated, and
financial vulnerabilities
have increased as global
liquidity tightens, casting
ashadow over the outlook
for2019 and beyond.
Should such adownturn
materialize, prospectsare
grim. Global private and
publicdebtisatarecord
high, well above the level
seenintherun-up to the
global financial crisis.
Interestrates remainvery
low in most developed
economies, while central
bank balance sheets are
still bloated. With limited
monetaryand fiscal space,
policymakers around
the globe will struggle
to react effectively to an
economic downturn. And,
given waning support for
multilateral approaches,
concerted actions - like
those implemented in
response tothe 2008/09
crisis - may prove difficult
toarrange.

Even if global growth
remainsrobust, itsbenefits
donotreachtheplacesthey
areneeded most.Incomes
will stagnate or grow
only marginally in 2019
in parts of Africa, Western
Asia, and Latin America

and the Caribbean. Many
commodity exporters are
still grappling with the
effects of the commodity
price collapse 0f2014-16.
The challenges are most
acute in Africa, where
per capita growth has
averaged only 0.3 per cent
over the past five years.
Given a rapidly growing
population, the fight
againstpoverty willrequire
much faster economic
growth and dramatic
reductions in income

inequality.

And, perhaps most
importantly, the
critical transition

towards environmental
sustainability is not
happeningfastenough. The
nature of current growth
is not compatible with
holdingtheincreaseinthe
global average temperature
to well below 2°C above
pre-industrial levels. In
fact,theimpacts of climate
change are becoming
more widespread and
severe. The frequency

and intensity of extreme
weather  events s
increasing. Floods, coastal
stormsurges,droughtsand
heatwaves are damaging
vital infrastructure
and causing large-scale
displacements. The
human and economic
costs of such disasters fall
overwhelmingly on low-
income countries.

Many of the challenges
before us are global
in nature and require
collective and cooperative
policy action. Withdrawal
into nationalism and
unilateral action will only
pose further setbacks for
the global community,
and especially for those
already in danger of
beingleftbehind.Instead,
policymakersneed towork
together to address the
weaknesses ofthe current
systemand strengthen the
multilateral framework.
**UN Chief Economist
and AssistantSecretary-
General for Economic
Development

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Economic
delegationfrrom
Halabjatovisit

Kermanshah
Aneconomicdelegation
from Halabja, Iraqi
Kurdistanregion,issetto
visitthe western Iranian
province of Kermanshah
latertodaytotalkoverthe
expansionofbilateralties.
According to Halabja
GovernorAzad Tofigh, the
delegationisscheduledto
hold separate meetings
with the senior officials
of Kermanshah to confer
over a host of issues,
including promotion of
economic interactions
andborderexchanges.
Headded the meetings
will also focus on
developing  Poshteh
and Shushami gatesand
openingSazanborder.
Pavingtheway forIranian
passengers’ commutes
fromwesternprovincesto
Halabjawillalsobeonthe
agendaofthemeetings.
According to the latest
data released by the
Islamic RepublicofIran
Customs Administration,
[raqisthe maintargetof
Kermanshah'sexports.
Detergents, evaporative
products, home
appliances, tomato, tile,
plasticbags, coolersand
icecreamareamongthe
goods exported via the
province’sborderstothe
Arabcountry.

SriLanka
economic
relations with
Yazdwillimprove
SriLankan Ambassador
toIranMohammad Sharif

Anissaid onSaturdaythat
promoting economic
relations between
his country and Yazd
provincewillbenefitboth
countries.In a meeting
with Yazd economic
activistsinthe center of
Iran, headded effortsare
underway to pave the
ground for investment,
concludingnecessarydeal
and communicationswith
industrialand production
activists.Referring to
Sri Lankan capacities,
he mentioned tower
building, construction
materials,roadandbridge
buildingassuitableareas
for investment by the

° they would supportthe Islamic Revolution like their family,
Iranto bn)ass US sanctions by he aydded, whille)ziddressing private sector representatives gf
private sector: official Hormozgan province in Bandar Abbas.

Chief of Staff of Iranian President Mahmoud Vaezisaid Elsewherehesaidthatlranian President Hassan Rouhaniwill
Saturday thatitis possible toditch USillegal sanctionsagainst ~ arrive at Bandar Lengeh, Hormozgan province, on Sunday
theIranian nation by usingthe private sector. morningand willaddress thelocal people hourslater.

“The United Statesimposed economicsanctions tocreatea Vaezisaid that PresidentRouhaniwillunveil Fateh submarine
gapbetweenthe Iranian peopleand governmentsoastoreach  onthesecond day ofhisvisitto the southernIranianprovince.
itspolitical aim,” he said, adding, “thisis while one canbypass  Earlierreportshad indicated Rouhani would unveil the home-
sanctions by the private sector” made submarine on Sunday.

The Iranian nation has proved during the past40 years that

plants, IRNA reported. Red Willow, also
called Purple Willow, isa small tree from the
Salicacease specieswith slender standing
branchesthatnormallyreachupto45 ft (14
m) in height, accordingto Financial Tribune.
Like mostother willows, it commonly grows
alongriverbanksand in areas with high soil
moisture. The plant has slender flexible
pedicle thatis greenishbrowninthe shaded
areasandreddish purpleinthe sun.
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Iranregistered nanotech. patents
upby%68in 2018

According to the AccordingtotheStatnano
Statnano portal, the portal, 13,050 patents
number of registered have been registered

w
()]

. [raniancompanies.
nanotechnology patents in the Europe (EPTO)
byIranin Europeandthe and US (USPTO) patent
UShasgrownby 68% in offices in 2018. The =}
2018. number of registered
There has been a patentsin2018is68% GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
significantgrowthinthe higherthanin2017.This 1,3219$

number of registered number putslIraninthe
patents by Iran in the 21stplaceinthe global
nanotechnology area, ranking of countries
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Iran Nanotechnology with most
Inovation Council (INIC) nanotechnology
reports. patents.
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ZarifRejects

Mike Pence’s
Anti-Iran
Remarksas
‘Ridiculous’

Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
rejected accusations of
antisemitism leveled
againstlranby USVice
President Mike Pence,
saying the Islamic
Republic has always
supported the Jews
but it is opposed to
Zionism.

In an interview with
Germany’s Der Spiegel
on Friday, the Iranian
foreign minister called
Pence’s accusations
“ridiculous” and
said, “Iran has always
supported the Jews.
We are just against
Zionists. The Holocaust
wasadisaster”

Pence on Friday
accused Iran of
antisemitism after
visiting the Auschwitz
concentration camp in
Poland.

“The Iranian regime
openly advocates
another Holocaustand
itseeksthe means to
achieveit,” hesaid.
Accordingtoreports,
over 9,000 Jews
currentlylive in Iran,
mostly in the cities of
Tehran, Isfahan, and
Shiraz. Under the
Iranian constitution,
the country’sJews are
represented in the
parliament.

Bernie Sand-
ers Will
Again Run for
US Presiden-

cy: Reports
Former US presidential
candidate from the
Democratic  Party,
Sen. Bernie Sanders,
intends to run for the
presidency again,
Politico reported
Saturday, citing two
sources familiar with
the matter.
According to the
sources, Sanders
and his team are
conductinginterviews
with candidates
for seats in the
government in the
eventofavictory. The
sources, cited by the
Politico, also claimed
Sanders hadrecorded
avideoannouncinghis
decisiontorun forthe
Oval Officeinthe 2020
campaign. However,
itisnotyetclear when
the video would be
published.

Hezbollah Stronger Than Ever:
Nasrallah

Hezbollah Secretary General Seyed Hasan Nasrallah said
thatUS Secretary of State Mike Pompeo was correctin his
concern that Hezbollahis now “stronger than ever”
During a ceremony to commemorate the martyrdom
anniversary of Hezbollah’sleaders on Saturday, Nasrallah
said the movement’s power hasbeenincreasinglinearly -
“daily, of course” - even under unfavorable conditions, to
reachits currentlevel, The Daily Star reported.

The United States thinks “the source of powerisin the
weapons, or with money,”and so the US sanctions Hezbollah

to try to limitits power, headded.

The secretary-general appeared to be referring to remarks
Pompeo gave to media earlier this week, in which he said
Hezbollah’s power wasincreasing, and thatthe groupis
now “more powerful than they were four or five years ago.”
The comments followed the conclusion ofa conference held
Wednesday-Thursday in Warsaw, co-hosted by the USand
Poland, which some 60 countries attended.

Nasrallah further said thatthe Warsaw conference had been
away toimpose normalization with Israel, and therefore
eliminate the Palestinian cause and Palestinians’ rights.
Along with [sraeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
representatives from Bahrain, Oman, Saudi Arabia and the

United Arab Emirates attended

the conference.

“They were trying to bring

the world together in

Warsaw for Netanyahu.”

Nasrallah also denied claims

that Hezbollah has cells in

Latin America, stressing his

supportfor Venezuela.

Pompeo had told Fox Business

channel earlier this month that Hezbollah  has“active
cells” in Venezuelaand Iran has an impact “throughout
South America.”

Us Wants'To Make Venezuela Another
Syria Or Libya: Ambassador

Venezuelan Ambassador to Tehran Carlos Antonio Alcala

Cordones says the USis seeking to create a situation similar to

Syriaand Libyain his country.

Inaninterview with the Tehran
Times and Mehr news agency
on Wednesday in his office, the
ambassadorsaid thatthe USplots
againstthe Maduro government
are intended to find access to
Venezuela’s abundant natural
resources.
Hereisanexcerptoftheinterview:
Opposition leader Juan
Guaido questionedlegitimacy
of President Maduro’s
government on January 30
and took the people to streets
that caused the current
developmentsin Venezuela.
What is your analysis of the
crisisand the USroleinit?
Guaido was an MP, however,
Amazonas State and three of the
MPs cheated in parliamentary
electionsin 2016 and the National
Assembly of Venezuela was
dissolved.So, thisparliamenthas
notbeenvalidsince2016anditis
obviousthat Guaido hasnolegal
credibilityinthe parliament.

As you know, developments
in Venezuela were guided by
US President Donald Trump,
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo,
Vice President Mike Pence and
National Security AdvisorJohn
Bolton. They plotted chaosand
violence and coup on January
23 andintroduced Guaidoasthe
president.

Afterthe Bolivarian Revolution,
wehavebeen experiencingmany
attempts by the US to harm the
revolution. The destructive efforts
ofthe USagainstthe Bolivarian
Revolution have been continuing
since 1998 and currently the
pressure hasbeenintensified by
the Trump government.
They[the US officials] seekto find
controlover Venezuela’s oil, gold
anddiamondresources.

The current government has
prevented them and the US is
makingeffortstobeaccompanied
by the governments which are
againstMaduro and undermine
legitimacy of the government
to have access to the natural
resourcesof Venezuela.
Documents have been presented
tothe UN Security Council proving
theUSactionsagainstVenezuela.

Thereisaninitiative presented
by Mexico and Uruguay and
supported by Russia which
proposes direct dialogue
between the governmentand
the opponents. What is the
Venezuelan government’s
positioninthisrespect? Inyour
opinion, whatisthe solutionto
the currentcrisis?

Based on the UN Charter, all
theinterferingactions against
Venezuela are illegal. Certain
organizationslike the Mercosur
and countries like Mexico,
Uruguay, Cuba, Russia, China,
Iran and Turkey have supported
dialogueand peaceful wayswithin
the framework ofinternational
law to solve the crisis. We also
supportsuchinitiativestoachieve
consensusinVenezuela.
However, the Trump government
has always tried to deceive the
international community by
saying that military action is
unavoidable. Itisuponthem to
decidewhethertheyseektotreat
with the Venezuelan people with
peaceorwar.
Russiahasdecided to present
a draft resolution to the UN
Security Council toresolve the
crisisin Venezuela. The USis
also making efforts to topple
Maduro’sgovernmentthrough
early election by preparinga
draftbillto the Security Council.
DoyouthinkRussiacanprevent
apossible U.S.militaryactionby
thisdraft?

We praise Russia’sactionsatthe
UN forsupportingthe Venezuelan
people. Russia supports our
constitutionand opposes military
actionagainstour country. Itis
notjust Russia, China has also
supported the Venezuelan
government at the Security
Council.

Since 1998, Mr.[Hugo] Chavez
and Maduro have encouraged
dialoguebetweenthe government
and the opposition. However, the
opposition has alwaysignored
resultsofthetalks.
Guaidoisnotcommitted to any
dialogue.Infact,itisthe U.S.which
decidesfor Guaido.Ahighranking
U.S. official announced that it

isnotthe time to hold talks and
we should take practical action
againstVenezuela. They seek to
enactscenarios similar to Libya
and Syriain Venezuela.

We useall our force to stop their
actions.

Given that the US actions
and pressure violate the
Organization of American
States’ charter, what do you
thinkaboutthe organization’s
roleinthiscrisis?

Fidel Castrohad oncesaid thatthis
organizationis actually the U.S.
colonial office. Secretary general
ofthis organization doesnottake
decisionsindependently.
Recently, they held a meeting
to issue a resolution against
Maduro’sgovernmenttoharmthe
Bolivarian Revolution. However,
wehavethepeople’ssupportswho
elected MaduroinMay 2018.

The governments which are
against Venezuela are making
efforts through the Lima Group
and other organizations to
interferein our country’s affairs.
However, countriessuchasBolivia,
Cuba, Nicaragua, Uruguay and
certainother Caribbean countries
didnotaccompanythe US, being
aware thatsuchactsviolate UN
laws.On the contrary, countries
like Argentina, Chile, Columbia
and Paraguay have remained
silent and have not supported
Venezuela. They are following
the White House’s orders.
Presidents of Braziland Guyana
are exerting pressure against
VenezuelathroughtheU.S.and the
opponents.

Whatisthe bestway out ofthe
crisis?

Thebestway is the one thatthe
people choseand elected Nicolas
Maduro. The way that countries
recognized Maduro.

So, the only way thatwe propose
ispeaceand diplomacy. We can
solveall problems through peace
and dialogue. The best way is to
respectVenezuela’'sindependence
and sovereignty and alsorespect
the governmentwhichhasbeen
formedbythepeople’svotes.

Mr. Maduro and the foreign
minister [Jorge Arreaza] are
making any efforts to show the
worldtherealitiesin Venezuela.
We are ready to defend (the
country) despiteall the sanctions
and pressures. We are ready to
countermilitaryattackbythe US.
Itis obvious thatno one wants
war. War has consequences as
ithashadinthe Middle East. We
never seekwar. We seekadialogue
whichrespectthepeople’srightto
determinetheir destiny.

What is your opinion about
Guaido’sremarksonresuming
tieswiththe Zionistregime of
Israel?

Itisobviousthat Guaidosupports
Israel, becauseIsraelisanally to
the USandwewould be surprised
ifhedid notmake suchremarks.
The US sees Guaido asatool to
reach Venezuela’s natural
resources. The main objective of
the USisaccessto our country’s
resources.

How do you evaluate Iran’s
position on developmentsin
Venezuela?

First of all, I congratulate the
40th anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution. We have always see
Iran’s advances as role model.
[ praise Iran’s supports for the
Venezuelan government and
people.

Both Iran and Venezuela are
victims of the US hostile actions
and [ congratulate the Iranian
peoplewho haveresisted against
suchacts.
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Rouhani: Iran to avenge
loss ofborder guardsin

terroristattack

President Hassan Rouhanisaid on Sunday
thatthe Iranian nation willundoubtedly take
revenge onthose who martyred the country’s
borderguardsinsoutheastlran.

The President made the remarks while
addressingagatheringin the city of Bandar
Lengeh in the Persian Gulf province of
Hormuzganinsouthoflran.
ASuicideattackonabuscarryingthe Islamic
Republic Guards Corps (IRGC) personnel
martyred 27 and wounded 13 in southeastern
Iran on February 12. Aterrorist group so-
called Jaish al-Adl, affiliated to Al-Qaida,
claimed responsibility for theincident.
Inviting the regional nations to promote
brotherly cooperation, the Iranian president
regretted that “Unfortunately, some neighbors
have chosenthewrongpath’

Inrelated remarks, the IRGC Commander
Major-General Mohammad-AliJafarisaid on
Feb 16 thatthe United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and Saudi Arabia should understand that
Iraniswellaware oftheir covertsupportsto
terroristgroupsand the country’s patience
willend.

Alsotwodaysaftertheincident, General Jafari
urged Pakistantoreinforce security measures
onits common borders with Iran to deter
terrorists.

“Iranis keentohave brotherly and friendly
relations with all regional countries,” the
Presidentunderlined.

Iranian presidentalong with anumber of
his cabinetmembers arrived here Sunday
morning foratwo-day visit.

Pakistan should hold
accountable forZahedan

terroristattack: Larijani
Iranian Parliament Speaker, Ali Larijani
condemned therecentdeadly terroristattack
onagroup of IRGC forcesin southeasternlIran,
stressing that Pakistan’s governmentshould
hold responsible for the attack.

He warned Pakistan’s authorities thatsuch
behaviors (planning and implementing
terrorist measures) will strongly distorts
thelevel of cooperation between the two
countries.

Atthe opening of a Parliament session on
Sunday, Larijani offered his condolences over
the martyrdom of 27 forces of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) and said
the terrorattack caused deep sorrow for the
Iraniannation.

“The Pakistani governmentshould answer
why theterroristgroup planned and mounted
the attack from the territory of this country,”
headded.

Larijani has also urged Iranian Foreign
Ministry and security institution to follow up
theissueseriously.

Pakistan can never supportterrorismin
Iran: Pakanalyst

Asenior Pakistani analyst says people and the government
of Pakistan will never ever supportterrorismin brotherly
country of Iran.In an interview with IRNA, Javed Siddiq
resident editor of daily ‘Nawa-i-Waqt’ said that terrorismin
any shape orany formis condemnable.

He was commenting on arecentterroristattackinIran’s
southeastern province of Sistan and Baluchestan which
borders Pakistan.

PublicRelations Department of the [slamic Revolution Guard

Corps (IRGC) Quds Headquartersin astatementhas said 27
were martyredand 13 wounded in the Khash-Zahedan road
terror attack.The statementadded the bus carrying IRGC
border guards, who were on their wayhome after the end ofa
mission, was targeted by asuicide bomber.Siddiq said: ‘This
is very unfortunate thatin the Islamic world phenomenon
ofterrorism hasbeen on therise for quite some time and
innocent citizens and officials are being killed in these
actsofterrorism.“Nobody world ever support this kind of
terrorism,” he said.

Thejournalistbelieved that‘of course Pakistan should take
strict measures onits common borders with Iranto deter

terrorists.

He added that Pakistan
has already taken strong
measures to ensure
security on Iran-Pakborder
andtheyhavebeen meeting
regularly in this regards.
Siddiq further noted that Pakistan’s Army Chief visited
[ran sometimes back and Foreign Minister of [ran hasbeen
comingto Pakistanto strengthenbilateral relations and also
to strengthen cooperation as far as the security issues are
concerned.




Academyaward winner Michaél Dudoktocome
toIran

Dutchanimatorand director Michaél Dudokwill cometoIrantojoina
jurypanel forthe 11th Tehran International Animation Festival.
Accordingto the director of 11th Tehran International Animation
Festival, Mohammadreza Karimi Saremi, Dutch Academyaward winner
Michaél Dudokwillbe partofajurypanelforthisyear’seditionofthe festival.
The London-based animator, directorandillustrator wonan Academy Award

5000 Rials

for Best Animated ShortFilm for ‘Fatherand Daughter’ and was nominated foran

Monday,February18, 2019,

Academy Award for Best Animated Feature for ‘The Red Turtle’Dudokisalsoscheduled toattend asession
onMarch 7tohaveacausal discussionabouthis films with the Iranianswho areinterested in hisworks.
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. . Iranian Foreign Minister
sanctlonsbyprlvate Mohammad Javad Zarif
sector: official said thatIran s forced
to defend itself since
. theregionisflooded by
Khan?”‘ Home various weapons.
to Various He made the remarks
Historical Natural in an interview with
Attraction Spiegel on the sideline
7 S 7 of the Munich Security
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN Conference.

In response to claims
thatdescribe Iranmissile

Morning calltoprayer:

05:23:53 programas ‘threatening),
Nooncalltoprayer: Zarifsaid thatthe Middle
12:17:16 Eastisbeingflooded by
Eveningcalltoprayer: weapons toapoint that
18:08:54 in 2018, Persian Gulf
stateshave boughtarms
WOI‘th$100 billion from
different  countries,

including Europeans.

He highlighted that
Iran’s defense budgetis
afraction ofthisamount
while noting that the
country’s weapons are
purelyused for defense.
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Isfahan ready to hire female fire fighters

made aremarkin thisregard, “Goal setting
for employing female firefighters has been
taken out, since the need for female forces
isfeltnecessary. Inthisregard, Isfahan Fire
Departmenthas offered the suggestion, and

Firefightingis known as a male-dominated profession,

while there are some women competing with their male

counterpartsin thisjob.

Parliament Qutlines New
Obligations On Crude Sales At Irenex 5

Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs told a German media

hastried toachieve the goal.”

thatif Europeansdisagree with Iran’s missile program,

. i i gftertheeSta.bh;hmenﬁngl_re Currently, anumber of volunteer female
’ epartmentin the world Inits fire fighters are passing the training stage

they should sell fighterjets to the country.

ISFAHAN current form, female fire fighters

N E w s found a ways in gradually.
Nowadays, in many countries of

of specialized courses. Undoubtedly,
when these training courses completed
professionally, many problems will be

In an interview with Spiegel,

Supply Iran with jetfighters if
againstour missiles: Zarifto EU

country, while the US came to Afghanistan
toannihilate the Taliban.

Zarifalso told the German media that
Iran will stay in to fight terrorism and
extremismin Syriaaslongas Damascus
wants.

Accordingto Zarifall the Syrian refugees

NEWS i
_m thewolrld, womer.l are clarryl.gg solved, and we will have volunteer and
th outvariousoperationsalongside 4o female fire fightersinall districts;
emen.

wearetrying to extend the training courses
to girls training centers and universities in
order to allocate a fire station to women by

Ithasbeen propounded to employ female
firefightersinIsfahan, so thatthe managing
director of Fire Department and Safety

%J/L" published on Sunday, Zarifasked should returntotheirhomesandthena

ISFAHAN ifIr_am shoul_d be defenselessina solutionshould be found for them tolive

NEW s regionthatisarmed totheteeth inpeace,whichnecessitatesanagreement
andadded thatduringthelraqi between Syriaand Turkey.

NEWS invasion, Iran had nothing to Iranand Russiasupportthis constructive

_BEE  cfenditself. move, heurged.

. o O completingtheinfrastructures.
Services Organization of Isfahan municipality

Massivepublic were killed in the southeastern
ST Sistan and Baluchestan province
participationin martyrs . . :
following ramming an explosives-
funeral

laden carinto the bus carrying them
Hundreds of [safahanislined the  to the home. The so-called Jaish
streets of [sfahan on Saturday to  yJ-Adl terrorist group, claimed

attend the mass funeral of 27  responsibility for the bombing.
martyred [IRGCborder guards who

WHO lauds I'ran for eliminating trachoma

Iran hasreceived the prize for eradicating trachoma (an infectious eye disease) from the World Healthy

Organizations, saysamember of Tehran University of Medical Sciences.

Farzad Mohammadi said on certificate oferadicatingthe disease,and Iran
%J/W Saturday that Trachoma is an did, too.
eye disease caused by infection The disease can spread through direct

ISFAHAN with the bacterium chlamydia
N E W s trachomatis, which stiffens the
NEWS internal surface of the eyelids
_ BT thatcanlead topain, especially in
corneaorevenblindness.
‘Itisactually the mostimportant cause o
blindnessinunderdeveloped countries.
Mohammadi added that Iran started
the program to control the disease a few
years ago; the program contained alot of
examination and screening especially in
borderlines.
Sofar, only eight countries have received the

contactwithinfective eye ornosedischarges,
orthrough flies. Trachomais common among
children; and due to close contact with
infected children, women are blinded far
morethanmen.

On the occasion of receiving the award,
Iranistohold acommemoration ceremony
in Tehran Farabi Hospital for those
organizations that have had the biggest
sharesinthesuccess.

Farabi Eye Hospital was founded by the father
of modern ophthalmologyin Iran, Professor
Mohammad Gholi Chams.

Saying thattheregional countries are
teeming with the purchased weaponry
thatmostly come from Europe, he added
thatthe Persian Gulfstates have bought
$100bn ofweaponryonlyin2018.
AslIran hasrepeatedly announced, its
weapons are only for defense, Zarif said.
Regarding missilesin possession of the
Lebanese Hezbollah MovementIran’s
foreign minister said that Israel wants to
have afree handinbombarding Syriaand
violating Lebaneseair space,so Hezbollah
doesitinself-defense.

Israel has attacked Syria300 times butno
onecares.Itisaviolation ofinternational
laws and Syrian territorial integrity, Zarif
said.

Talking about US Vice President Mike
Pence’saccusingIran of Anti-Semitism,
Zarif said that Iran has always been
supportive to the Jews but opposes
Zionism.

Headded thatthe Holocaustwasadisaster
butno onehastherightto exploitit.
About US President Donald Trump’s
decision to withdraw from Syria, Iran’s
minister of foreign affairs said the decision
was madetoolate.

Whenever the US has entered the Middle
East, they have brought chaos and
terrorismwith them, he said.

He added that Afghanistan government
isnegotiating on how to share the power
with the Taliban after the US leaves the

Regarding Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, hesaid thatIrandoesn’temphasize
onaspecial persontobeinpower.

The people of Syriashould decide their
own fate, hesaid.

The top diplomat went on to censure
West’s approach towards the issue of
humanrights, saying the Westshould stop
usinghumanrightsatool.

When the Saudis attacked the people
of Yemen from the ground and the sky,
Europekeptsilent; theyjust watched the
Lebanese prime ministerbeingkidnapped
and forced toresign with the gun athis
head. The world woke up suddenlywhena
journalistwas slaughtered brutally.Jamal
Khashoggi’s case proved that West’s claim
to defend humanrightsisalie, Zarifsaid.
He added thatthe truthisthatany friend
ofthe USisallowed to commit whatever
crime theywant; the USassures the Zionist
regime and the Saudis thatthey cando
whatever they wantand getaway with it.
Regardingallegationsleveled against
Iran aboutorganizing terroristattacks
in Europe, the Iranian foreign minister
rejected as baselessall suchallegations.
It is senseless for Iran to do so when
the country’s president is in Vienna.
Europe is also deceived by the show
put on by US Vice President Mike
Pence and the country’s Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo againstIran, Zarif
said.
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