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Attraction
Deir-e Gachin;
Motherof
Iranian
Caravanserais
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Deir-e Gachin
Caravanserai is
one of the greatest
caravanserais of Iran
which is located in
the centre of Kavir
National Parkin Qom
province.

January, 17, 2019
- 18:26 Tourism
Comments

Deir-e Gachin;
Mother of Iranian
Caravanserais

This caravanserai
is situated on the
ancient route from
Rayto Qom.

Its distinctive features
isthereasonitiscalled
“Mother of Iranian
Caravanserais”.
It is located in the
Central District of
Qom, 80 kilometers
north-east of Qom
(60 kilometers into
Garmsar Freeway)
and 35 kilometers
south-westofVaramin
County.This structure
is called Deir-e Gachin
becauseithadadome
that was made of
plaster (Gachin Farsi).
Today, however, there
isnosuchdomeinthe
structure.

The structure of this
caravanseraibelongs
to Sassanid era, and
restorations took
placein Seljuk, Safavid
and Qajar eras. Its
currentformbelongs
to Safavid era.

The architecture of
thisstructureincludes
different sections
such as mosque,
Qajari bath, private
shabestan, fodder
barn, harem, porch,
roof, main entrance
and Sassanid yard.

Tabrizlies
under snow

blanket
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Agha Bozorg Mosque: One Of'The Most
Glorious Islamic Buildings In Kashan

Like many other historical mosquesinIran, Agha
Bozorg Mosque isalsonotjustamosque, buta
schoolaswell. Besides,you can enjoy watching great
works of Persian artand architectures in this great
monument. Let’'shave a closerlookatthishistorical
building.

Thismosqueis one ofthe mostglorious
I[slamic buildings in Kashan which
is considered the most interesting
historical building in Kashan at the
moment, consideringits greatbrick
dome and tiled minaret. Agha Bozorg
Mosque in Kashan was builtin 1258
hijriyear. The complexisan example
of [ranian-traditional architecture
and proportionate with desertclimate
and one of the most beautiful Islamic
buildings. The mosque was built by
attempts of Mohammad TaghiKhanban
to respect his brother-in-law, late
Mullah Mohammad Mahdi Naraghi (son
of Mullah Mahdi Naraghi and brother
of Mullah Ahmad Naraghi) known as
AghaBozorg. This glorious building
thatwasthelastgreatbuildingbuiltat
the time of decline of I[ranian artand
architecture was constructed by Master
Shabanali Posht Mashhadi. Onthe gate
ofthebuilding, thereis aninscription
(probably) from Mohammad Shah
Qajarin which he gave discounts to
people of Kashan for their taxes.

With the new wave of frosty
weather sweepingacross
the country, heavy snowfall
has now blanketed the city
of Tabriz, East Azerbaijan
province, from horizon to
horizon.

L

Tiling, molding, inscription, mogharnas
works and painting are some parts of
thisgreatbuilding.

Architecture ofAgha BozorgMosque
AghaBozorg Mosque was builtin the
late 18th century. Thislovely mosque
hasalively backyard and also an oasis
hidden underground level for praying
ceremonies. The most eye-catching
feature ofthis placeisdefinitelyitsblue
and turquoise tiles which are tactfully
andbeautifully placed nexttoeach other
to forminteresting Persian geometric
patterns.you canfindanother charming
item of Persianarchitecturein the yard.
The central courtyard and the lovely
poolinthe middleare good examples of
thisart. Another place foryoutowonder
about this structure is the ceiling
under the dome. Generally speaking,
you should NEVER forget tolook at
the ceilingsin Persian historical sites.
Also, there wasareligious school next
tothe mosque thatthey both merged
togetherto formaunited building. This
place even has Badgir, the traditional
wind-catcherin Persianarchitecture
thatworkedasanair-conditioner for
thebuilding. Alloftheseitemsrepresent
the simplelife ofboth peopleandrulers
ofKashan manyyearsago. Bestthingto
dointhismosque, exceptworshipingits
beauty, of course, is to take your camera
and capturelittleinteresting detailsthat

youfindin every corner of this majestic
mosque.

Location of AghaBozorgMosque
AghaBozorg Mosqueisinthe heart of
Kashan, soyouhavean easyaccessto
mostofthe famoustouristattractions of
Kashan.Borujerdiha House, Tabatabaei
House, Ameri House, Sultan Amir
Ahmad Bathhouse,and Toy Museum
aresome ofthese places.

Where to Eat near Agha Bozorg
Mosque

Watchingthishuge domeand pillars got
youhungry? Well, time to eat! Ifyouare
looking foraplace toenjoy ameal near
AghaBozorg Mosque maybe we can
help you. Abbasi Traditional Persian
Restaurant, Mozaffari Traditional
Restaurant, Sotoodeh Restaurant, and
Shandiz Restaurantare some of your
choices.And, you cantry Manouchehri
House Hotel restaurants and Saraye
AmeriHotel restaurants.

Whereto Staynear near Agha Bozorg
Mosque

Youare surrounded by historicalhouses
that converted to traditional hotels
and guests houses. Some of them are
Noghli Traditional House, Iranian
House, Morshedi House, Mahinestan
Raheb, and Saraye Ameri Boutique
Hotel.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Darul-Funun School
inTehran: A 'Tourist
Attraction

Dar ul-Funun is a science institute
establishedin 1851 in Tehran by Amir Kabir
(1807-1852), the prime minister of Qajar
monarch Nasser-al Din Shah (1831-1896).
Itisconsideredthe firstmoderninstitution
ofhigher education ofthe country.

After atrip to Russia, Amir Kabir realized
the country’s dire need for an institute of
higher education. To build Dar ul-Funun,
which was simply known as the ‘new school’
or ‘Royal Academy, he chosealocation close
totheroyal palaceandinplace ofaformer
barracks.

Amir Kabir recruited seven professors
and scholars from Austria to teach at the
school. These professors arrived in the
countrytwo days after hisdismissal as prime
minister. Dar ul-Funun s said to have been
inaugurated by Nasser-al Din Shah with 30
students and 13 days beforeitsbenefactor,
Amir Kabir,wasKkilled in Fin Bath in Kashan.
Amir Kabir established this school so that
young Iranians could learn modern and
military sciences. The main topicstaughtat
the school were geology, medicine, surgery,
mathematics, engineering, pharmacy,
history, geography and military sciences.
Astherewerenotenough German speakers
and translators in the country, courses
were taughtin French. New students were
required to pass a French proficiency class
before they could officially start studying
attheschool. Later on Russian and English
were added to the languages taughtatthe
school.

Initially students were required to study for
8yearsbefore graduation butthis waslater
reducedto fouryears. Mostgraduateswould,
however, stay on foranadditional four years
toteachattheschool.

The original building of Dar ul-Funun
consisted of 50 rooms situated around
acourtyard, which had alarge fountain
(howz).Theschoolincluded adininghall,
physics, chemistry and pharmacology
laboratories,alibrary,and aprintinghouse.
Theschool’s original buildingwas in use for
80 years beforeitwas demolishedin 1930
and rebuiltby a Russian architect. The new
building ofthe schoolhad 32 classrooms.
Many parts of the institute werelater merged
into the newly established Tehran University.
Theschool’sgraduateswereamongthe most
influential figuresin modern Iranian history.
Some of Dar ul-Funun notable alumniinclude
royal painter Mohammad Khan Ghaffari
(Kamal-ol-Molk) (1847-1940),journalist
and political activistJahangir-Khan Sur-
e-Esrafil (1874-1908), musician Gholam-
Hossein Darvish Khan (1872-1926), prime
minister and scholar Mohammad-Ali
Foroughi (Zoka-o0l-Molk) (1877-1942),
author and linguist Ali-Akbar Dehkhoda
(1879-1956),novelistSadeq Hedayat (1903-
1951),and prime minister Ali Amini (1905-
1992).




exported 153,000 tons of steel products worth $65.5
million from the beginning of the current fiscal (March 21,
2018)untilJan. 12, Financial Tribune reported.
Nejatinoted thatthe province produced 950,000 tons of
crude steel and 3.5 million tons of finished steel products
inthelastfiscal (March 2017-18), while crude steel and
finished steel outputstoodat 610,000 tonsand 2.14 million
tonsrespectively during the seven months ofthe current
year (March 21-Oct.22,2018).

Nejati predicted thatthe province’s crude steel and finished
steel output would reach over 1.5 million tons and 3.68
million tons respectively by the fiscal yearend (March 20,
2019).Azarbaijan Steel Company to Increase Production

Mohammad Jafar Azmaei, the managing director of
Azarbaijan Steel Company located in Mianeh, capital of
Mianeh Countyin East Azarbaijan Province, says plansare
underway to increase the company’s output to more than
2 million tons peryear, afteranew unitin the company
becomes operationalinthe nextIranianyear (March2019-
20).

Azmaeiadded thatcurrently 550,000 tons of productsare
produced inthe company per year.

“We have exported 27,000 tons of steel products to Turkey,
Azerbaijanand Georgiain the pastfew months,” he said.
“Inaddition, Azarbaijan Steel Company produces 800,000
tons of direct-reduced iron annually.”

EastAzarbaijan Accounts for
249% of Domestic Steel Qutput

East Azarbaijan Province in northeastern Iranis home to
30 steel production units and annual earns $100 million
fromsteel exports.

The province processes 5.5 million tons of steel peryearand
hasa24%shareinIran’s total steel output, IRNAreported.
EastAzarbaijan hasalso donewellin creating steel-related
jobsinthatmore than 5,000 people are workingin the
province’s steelindustries.

According to Hossein Nejati, the head of East Azarbaijan
Industries, Miningand Trade Organization, the province
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China offers Iran 3Sbn oilfield =
NEWS ° ° Iran, Iraq
deal despite US sanctions: Wall  privwescn
° O stan
Iran’s Non-Oil Trade S J l together to
With Indonesia UI) 13% tl.eet Oul.na» improvelives
[rantraded 1.63 million tons of non-oil com- ofall
modities worth $676.78 million with Indonesia Iranian Foreign
duringthe first nine months of the currentfiscal State-run Chinese energy giant Sinopec Minister Mohammad
year (March21-Dec.21), registeringa5.12% and has offered Iran a -3 $billion deal on further Javad Zarifhas said
13.1% growth in tonnage and valuerespectively development of an Iranian oilfield the two Iran and Iraq private
compared with lastyear’s corresponding period, countries are already working on, the Wall sectors will stand
latestdatareleased by the Islamic RepublicofIran StreetJournalhasreported. togetherin mutually
Customs Administration show. beneficial endeavors
[ran’sexportstoIndonesiastoodat 1.5 milliontons . .
worth $562.56 million, up 19.24% and 45.78%in The offer made by a?’q North Azadegan toimprove the lives
. the China Petroleum oilfields. ofall.
tonnage and value respectively year-on-year. . ) “ )
IndonesiawasIran’s 11th exportdestination dur- & Chemical Corp Yadavaran is one of Hgnored to be in
P Najaf and Karbala:

ingthe period.

[ran mainly exported non-alloy semi-finished
iron/steel products, non-alloyiron/steelingots,
liquefied propane, liquefied butane and bitumen to
Indonesia during the nine-month period, accord-
ingto Financial Tribune.

Meanwhile, Indonesia exported 127,611 tons of
goodsworth $114.21 millionto Iran,down 56.2%
and46.24% intonnage and valuerespectively YOY.
Indonesiawas the 26th exporter of goodsto Iran
overthenine months.

The imports mainly included paperboard, alu-
minum oxide, medium density fibersand coconut.

Goods Transitvia Iran
Exceeds 7 Million'Tons

More than 7.06 million tons of oil and non-oil
commodities were transited through Iran’s 32
land and marine borders during the first nine
months of the current Iranian year (March 21-
Dec.21) toregistera4%rise compared with the
corresponding period oflastyear.

According to Director General of Road
Maintenance and Transportation Organization’s
Transitand International Transportation Bureau
Reza Nafisi, 4.427 million tons of the total sum
(about 62%) were non-oil products, IRNA
reported.

“The main transited non-oil products during the
nine-month period were auto spare parts, cotton,
agricultural products and food products,” he said.
More than 2.06 million tons of commodities
were transited from Shahid Rajaee Portin the
city of Bandar Abbas in the southern Hormozgan
Province during the period, accounting for 29% of
allgoodsintransit,according to Financial Tribune.
In fact, the port was the mostactive point ofentry
among the country’sborder terminals during the
nine months.

Located 23 kilometers west of the port city of
Bandar Abbas, the capital of Hormozgan Province,
Shahid Rajaee PortisIran’sbiggest container port
atthemouth ofthe Straitof Hormuz.
Overhalfoflran’scommercial tradingis carried out
atShahid Rajaee Port, which also accounts for over
85% ofall container throughputin the country.
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(Sinopec) ispartofan
existing contract to
operate the Yadavaran
oilfield in southwest
Iran on the Iraqi
border, thereportsaid.
The Chinese believe
the offer wouldn’t
violate a US ban
on signing new
development deals
with Iran because the
Yadavaran contract
goes back to 2007,
according to people
familiar with the
matter.

Sinopec has told its
Iranian counterpart,
the National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC),
itwantsits share ofthe
field’s production to
be granted under the
USwaiverallocated to
China, one person said.
The new deal was
offered by Sinopec
in late December
2018 when the US
allowed China to keep
purchasing as much
as 360,000 barrels
of Iranian oil a day,
the Journal said. If
implemented, the deal
offered by Chinawould
double production at
Yadavaran to more
than 200,000 barrels
aday (bpd) within six
months.

China National
Petroleum Corp
(CNPC) and Sinopec
have invested billions
ofdollarsin Yadavaran

the world’s biggest
undeveloped oilfields
with reserves of 31
billion barrels oflight
and heavy crude oil,
while North Azadegan
is estimated to hold
5.7 billion barrels of
reserves.

Yadavaran was
launched with a
production of up to
115,000 bpd and
around $2 billion of
investmentby Sinopec
in November 2016.
CNPCbroughtonline
thefirstphase of North
Azadeganwith 75,000
bpdinearly2017.
The United States
gave waivers to
eight major clients
ofIranian oil - China,
India, South Korea,
Japan, Italy, Greece,
Taiwan and Turkey
- after restoring
energy sanctions in
November.

China’s proposed deal
comes as Italy, Greece,
and Taiwan, all of
which had obtained
similar exemptions for
importing oil from the
Islamic Republic, have
reportedly stopped
buying Iranian oil,
according to oil
executives.

The Journal said the
three countries made
the decision after “they
failed to find ways to
comply with other US
sanctions - including

Solution:

—

bans on shipping,
insuring and banking
with Iran.”
However, Asian buyers
of Iranian oil have
overcome finalhurdles
toresuming shipments
from the country, with
first cargoes set to
arrivein]apanasearly
as thismonth.
According to media
reports, China took
576,000 barrels per
day of Iranian oil in
December, while South
Korea discharged
300,000 barrels, its
firstcargo since July.
Oil pricingagency S&P
Global Platts quoted
presidents of Japan's
JXTG Holdings and
Cosmo Oil as saying
that therefiners will
resume loading from
Iran atthe end of this

month.

China and India
continued to import
Iranian oil from
November while
Turkey resumed
importsin December.

The US waiver, issued
in November, is for
aperiod of 180 days
but American officials
are reportedly
considering extending
it.

On Friday, Reuters
confirmed those

NO 135

6))

4
1
)
9
3
8
2
6
4

W A a2l N O ©
© o o|h o alw NN

Q=  N|JO | o Ol wbdN
AN OIW oo N|—= 00 O
o0 W= A~ NN OO
W ON O BN

= I NO|OT N Ol &~ W
N © B~ —m W|00 | N

Malicious apps hosted in the
Google Play marketare using
the motion-sensor input of
aninfected device to conceal
themselvesbefore installinga
powerful banking Trojan. The
thinkingbehind the monitoring
isthatsensorsinreal end-user
devices will record motion as
people use them. By contrast,
emulators used by security
researchers—and possibly
Google employees screening
apps submitted to Play—are
lesslikely to use sensors. Two
Google Play appsrecently caught

reports, saying the
United States is likely
to extend waivers
but will reduce the
number of countries
receiving them to
placate top buyers
Chinaand India.

The news agency cited
US-based analysts
at Eurasia Group as
saying that China,
India, Japan, South
Korea and Turkey
are likely to be given
waivers after they

expire in May.

“Other geopolitical
priorities will
moderate the

administration’s
desire to haltIranian
exports, particularly
with Iran’s top two
purchasers, Chinaand
India,” they said.
Amos Hochstein, the
formerinternational
energy envoy who
ran Iran sanctions
under the Obama
administration, said
therealreason Trump
isgiving the waiversis
because heisunableto
force China and India
tostop buying oil from
the country.

“There will 100
percentbe exemptions
in May,” Hochstein
said.

Malicious Apps in Google Play Used Phones’
Motion Sensors to Avoid Detection

dropping the Anubis banking
malware oninfected devices
would activate the payload only
when motion was detected first.
Otherwise, the trojan would
remain dormant. Security firm
Trend Micro found the motion-
activated dropperintwoapps—
BatterySaverMobi, which had
about 5,000 downloads, and
Currency Converter, which
had an unknown number of
downloads. Google removed
them once it learned they
were malicious, Ars Technica
reported.

home of the Sacred
Shrines. Moved by
people’s sentiments.
As brave Iranian
youth stood with
Iraqibrothersin fight
against extremist
terror, our private
sectors will stand
together in mutually
beneficial endeavors
toimprove thelives of
all,” Zarifwrote on his
Twitter on Thursday.

oth Iran-
Austria
Energy
Working
Group session

heldin Vienna
Foreign Ministry
spokesman Bahram
Qasemi says the
5th  Iran-Austria
Energy Working
Group session was
held in Vienna from
January 14-17..The
General Diplomacy
and Media Center
of Foreign Ministry
quoted Qasemi as
saying thatmembers
and representatives
ofrelated Iranianand
Austrianinstitutions
and ministries as
wells as envoys of
certain Iranian and
Austrian companies
and unions active
inthe energy sector
were presentin the
session.

He said the session
discussed Tehran-
Vienna cooperation
in the energy
sector, including
the technology of
renewable energy,
ways for optimal
use of energy and
upgrading energy
productivity.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,290.1$
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Beijingopposes
anymoveagainst
JCPOA

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson LuKangn
said on Thursday
that his country is
opposed to any illegal
measures violating
the internationally-
recognized  accord
signedintheyear2015
themed as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).
Speakingto the Islamic
Republic News Agency
(IRNA), he said Beijing
strongly opposesto any
measures violating the
JCPOA or mind to put
mounting pressureson
Iranand underlined that
his country regardsthe
move ‘unacceptable’
Any move against
the JCPOA will be
unconstructive and
Beijing believes that
such measures against
Iran’snuclearaccordwill
be detrimental to peace,
security and stability of
theregion.

Those countries
undersignedthenuclear
accord with Iran in
2015, should remain
committed to their
pledges and fully carry
outtheircommitments.
Beijing has explicitly
voiced its stances
with regards to the
internationally-
recognized  treaty
and believes that all
parties should remain
committed to their
pledges

.Onupcoming Warsaw
conference, hesaidIran
strongly opposessuch
conference. Iran,
Belgiumagreeto
expand academic
cooperation
Minister of Science,
Research and
Technology Mansour
Gholami held talks
with Belgian Minister
of Higher Education
Jean-Claude Marcourt
onThursday.

During the meeting,
Gholami pointed to the
expansion of scientific
cooperation with
European states as
a priority and added
consideringqualification
and international
position of Belgian
universities, Iranintends
toexpanditsacademic
tieswith this country.
Marcourt pointed to
Iran’shistory; civilization
and cultural positionand
welcomed expansion of
scientific cooperation
while saying that it
would be a priority on
hisworkingagenda.

Netherlands reiterates support for
Iran Deal

The Netherlands envoy to Tehran in a message underlined
support for Iran’s nuclear deal, also known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

‘Our position on support for JCPOA remains firm. No change of
plan. The EUis workinghard on economictrackas well,including
SPV.Mustbe aware that others view things differently, so that
we realize what we are up against, Jacques Werner tweeted on
Thursday.Meanwhile, in an exclusive interview with Islamic
Republic News Agency (IRNA), a European official said on
the condition of anonymity that the EU remains committed

toimplementing the nuclear deal as a matter of respecting
international agreements and of our shared international
security,and expectIranto playaconstructiverolein thisregard
and to continue implementingallits nuclear commitmentsin full.
The official said the JCPOA is working and delivering its goal,
namely to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons.‘The
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has confirmed this
initsthirteen consecutivereports,based onarobustverification
system, thatIranisimplementingits nuclear commitments.
Thereisno credible peaceful alternative to the JCPOA, the official
added.

This is while earlier, Foreign Ministry spokesman
Bahram Qasemi criticized the European Union for delay

Saudi risks ‘revolution’ over basic

rights: UKMP

Saudi Arabiawill eventually face a “revolution” unlessitdecides

tointroduce reforms and stop abusing people’s freedom of

expression,a Britishlawmaker haswarned the kingdom.

in implementation of the
SPV following the US exit
from Iran nuclear deal,
saying that the country
deems the EU responsible
for not implementing the
mechanism.“The Europeans
as the main beneficiary should
thinkaboutthe consequences of the
decision, asIran has so far fulfilled all its
commitments under the JCPOA,” he said, noting thatIran’s
patience is wearing thin and itis time for the EU to take its
strategicdecision.

NEWS

Ireland welcomes
expanding coop. with Iran:
Dail chair

Chairman of Irish Parliament (Dail) Sean O

Fearghail said his country welcomes expansion
ofrelations and cooperation with the Islamic

Crispin Blunt, a Conservative
Member of Parliament (MP) and
chairofaparliamentarypanel on
detained Saudi women activists,
advised Riyadhleaderstorealize
thatacivil societywasanecessity
to save their monarchy system
of government.“The alternative
to a consultative monarchy
is an absolute monarchy and
down thatroute lies disaster
and eventually revolution,”
the MP wrote in an op-ed for
The Independent published
on Thursday.The lawmaker
(pictured below) leads a
detentionreview panel (DRP)
of British MPs who have called
on Riyadh toletthem meet with
women'’s rights activists the
kingdom has arrested as part
ofitslongstanding crackdown
againstproponentsofcivil rights

reforms. Blunt hopes thathis
good ties with Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
and other royals help him get
access tothe women, who have
allegedly been subjected to
torture and sexual assault in
Dhahban Prison, where they are
beingheldin custody.
Saudisecurity officials detained
over a dozen activists in May
lastyear, shortly before Riyadh
decidedtoliftayears-longbanon
women driving. Ironically, many
ofthearrested activists played a
keyroleinthe campaign thatled
toremovingtheban.

The crackdown on women
activistshasbeen widely seen
as a message to other rights
advocates thatreformsin the
country always come from
the top. Ithasalsobeenasan

attemptby the Saudi monarchy
todiscourage similar campaigns
on other issues. While Saudi
authoritiesreleased some of the
womenwithoutchargelateron,
atleasteightmorealongwitha
number of male supporters of
the movement for basicrights
remain in custody.Amnesty
International, Human Rights
Watch and other rights groups
havewarned thatatleastthree of
thewomen have been subjected
to torture and sexual assault

whileallhavebeendeniedaccess
tolawyers.

Saudi Arabia has denied the
“baseless” allegations.

“lam offering myselfto the Saudi
governmentto enable progress,
andintoday’s crisis conditions,
to help rescue its tarnished
reputation for justice,” Blunt
wrote.Bluntsaid he took pridein
beinga “friend” of Saudi Arabia
foryearsand advocatingUKarms
deals with the kingdom despite
itsdeadlywaragainst Yemen.

EU Nations, Mogherini
NottoAttend
Washington’s Anti-Iran

Summit

AUS effortto enlist Europe inits pressure
campaign against Iran faced a setback
after officials said ministers from several
European Union members and EU foreign
policy chief Federica Mogheriniwill skipa
summit organized by Washington on Iran
and the Middle Eastin Poland.

nuclear program.

Asenior EU official said on Thursday that
Mogherini wouldn’t attend the Warsaw
gatheringbecause of a prior engagement,
The Wall StreetJournal reported.Mogherini
hasspearheaded EU efforts to sustain the
2015 deal, which offered Iran relief from
sanctions in exchange for steps to curb its

Thessenior EU official said the blocremains
unclear on whatvision of peace and stability
inthe Middle Eastthe Feb. 13-14 summitwill
aimto promote. Thereis “alotofuncertainty
about participation of many other EU

member states at ministerial level,” the
official said.European diplomats said in
recentdays that France is unlikely to send
its foreign minister. Britain and Germany
haven’tdecided who will represent them.
Luxembourg’s foreign minister said he
would miss the eventbecause of a prior
arrangement.

One European diplomat said the bloc
wouldn’tbe “joiningan anti-Iran coalition.”

The [ranian foreign ministry summoned
Poland’sambassador to protest the summit
onSunday.

Detained Iranian anchor to appearin
US courton Friday

Iran’s English-language Press TV saysits news presenter Marzieh
Hashemi, who hasbeenimprisoned by the FBI on unspecified
charges,isduetoappearinaWashington, DC, courton Friday.
The 59-year-old US citizen, whoisbased in Iran, was detained as a
“material witness” toa criminal case and no charges were pressed
againsther, herelderson, Hossein Hashemi, told Press TV.

The USlaw defines amaterial witnessasaperson whois presumed
tohaveinformation aboutthe subject matter of alawsuit or
criminal prosecution, whichis critical to the outcome of the case
ortrial.

FBlagentsapprehended the Press TVjournalistuponarrival at
StLouis LambertInternational Airport on Sunday, before she
boardedaflightto Denver, her sonsaid.

Suzanne Nossel, CEO of the PEN America group promoting
literature and free expression, says she is concerned Hashemi

mighthave been targeted for her documentary work on the Black
Lives Matter movementor for political reasons.

“Ifthere are other grounds for Hashemi’s detention they must
be made clear, otherwise she should be released immediately,”
Nosseladded.

Hashemi’s son had told Press TV thathe and his siblingshad also
received subpoenastoappearbeforeagrandjuryin DC.
AMuslim convertwho hasbeenlivingin Iran for years, Hashemi
had traveled to the US to visit herill brother and other family
members.

She told her daughter that she was handcuffed and shackled and
wasbeingtreated like a criminal.

Thejournalistalso said thatshe had her hijab forcibly removed,
and was photographed withoutherheadscarfuponarrival atthe
prison.

The FBI has so farrefused to comment on the arrest of Hashemi,
whowasborn Melanie Franklinin New Orleansand has beenliving
inIranfor25years.

RepublicofIraninvariousfields.
Hemadetheremarkinameetingwith Iranian
Ambassador to Dublin, Masoud Eslami, on
Thursday.

Duringthe meeting, the two sides conferred on
ways to develop bilateral cooperation.

The Irish parliament speaker noted the
amicable ties between the two countries
and the frequent exchange of parliamentary
delegations, highlighting the existence ofample
opportunities forboosting the volume of trade
transactionsbetween the two sides’ economic
sectors.

The Iranian ambassador, for his part, thanked
theIrish parliament forits supportto maintain
friendly ties with the Iranian side, saying
“parliamentary relations between the two
countries are expanding and by providing
the necessary conditions, we can take
notable measures for the development of
political, economic, commercial and cultural
cooperation.”

Investmentand economicopportunities are
abundantinIran, especially in the country’s
free trade zones, Eslami said, voicing Iran’s
readiness to expand cooperation with Ireland
invarious sectors oftechnology, agriculture and
pharmaceuticals.

Aninvitation foran official visitto Iran was also
extended to the Irish parliament chair during
the Thursday meeting.

Iran, Cubasign several

cooperationdocuments
Iranian and Cuban officials on Thursday signed
several documents for cooperation invarious
fields.

The Iranian and Cuban officials, in a bid to
strengthenrelations, signed the documents
for cooperation in the fields of economy,
technology, biotechnology, agriculture, sport
andtrade.

The cooperation documents were signed
afterthe end of two countries' Joint Economic
Cooperation Commission sessionin Havana.
Iranian Deputy Health Minister Mohsen Assadi
Lari, who heads the Iranian delegation, held
meetings with several Cuban officials, including
the country's deputy health minister and vice
chairman and minister of trade and foreign
investmentof Cuba.

Iran’s deputy health, treatmentand medical
education minister arrived in Havana late
Tuesday:.

Head of Pastor Institute and representatives
from Export Guarantee Fund of Iran and
Foreign Ministry officialsaccompanied deputy
health minister duringhis trip to Havana.

Assad confers with Russian

delegation

President Bashar Al-Assad on Thursday received
United Russia Party delegation headed by State
Duma member Dmitry Sablin.

The two sides discussed the Syrian-Russian
relations and efforts exerted to further develop
them invarious fields, Syrian News Agency (SANA)
reported.

President al-Assad stressed the importance of
continuing cooperation and coordination between
both sides atall levels, especially in countering
terrorism and in the political and economic

framework. weaken and
Presidental-Assad madeitclearthatpressures fragment
and policies pursued by some Western countries countries that
against Russia with every victory being achieved differ with them.

againstterroristsin Syriaarethebestevidencethat The Russian
the terroristwar waged againstthe Syrianpeopleis side expressed

nolongerlimited to Syria only and this underlines
theimportance of cementing the Syrian-Russian
relations at thisimportant stage of the region’s
history.

The Russian delegation, in turn, confirmed the
importance ofjointaction between Moscow and
Damascus to counter schemes of some Western
countries which continue to seek to destabilize,

satisfaction
with the level of
cooperationbetween

etwo countries.

Members ofthe delegation reviewed with President
al-Assad their visions on whathas been achieved
during the past period and what can be done to
achieve further progressin the interest of the two
friendly peoples.



Iran remains committed to JCPOA:
Envoy

Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the
United Nations (Vienna), Kazem Gharibabadi said on Thursday
that practical and meaningful results is the least expectations
from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) otherwise,
Iran’s consent might be nullified.Gharibabadi put the note in his
twitter marking the third anniversary of signing the JCPOA with G5+1 on

5000 Rials Iran’s peaceful nuclear program. Today marks the 3d anniversary of JCPOA, for 3 years,
despite allimpediments and obstacles caused by the US and its illegal actions, Iran has
Saturday,January19, 2019, fulfilled its commitments in good faith, his twitter read.
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Azeri PM underlines expansion of military

ties with Iran

Prime Minister of Azerbaijan Novruz Mammadovin a

between the two countries doesnotmatch
with the existing capacities, so the two

meeting with visiting Chief of Staff of Armed Forces of

sidesshould develop their efforts to expand

Iran Major General Mohammad Bageri on Thursday

ties.

underlined expansion of military and defensive relations

The major general arrived in Baku on

with Iran.

He expressed satisfaction over military
and defensive cooperation between the
two countries, and said ‘our country
supportseveryaction whichwouldlead to
consolidation of defenserelations between

the two countries’.

General Bagerisaid currentlevel of ties

Wednesday morning at the invitation
of Azerbaijan’s Defense Minister Zakir
Hasanov to pay a 2-day visit to the
neighboring country.The Iranian military
delegation has metwith PresidentIlham
Aliyev, Parliament Speaker Ogtay Asadov
and Defense Minister Zakir Hasanovduring
its 2-day stay in Baku and the outlook of
military developmentbetween the two
states were considered.

General: Iran-Azerbaijan borders secure

Chief of Staff of Iran's Armed Forces Major

General Mohammad Bageri said on Thursday

that borders between Iran and Azerbaijan

Republicare socalmand stable and this security

make people's shuttleand do trade exchanges

reciprocally in asafe manner.

Inapressconferencein Baku on Thursday, General
Bageritold reporters thatby close cooperationand
wide communication betweenborder guard forces
ofthe two countries,commonborders are becoming
more stableand secure.

He pointed to his meetings with president, prime
minister, defense minister and parliament speaker
of Azerbaijan Republicon Wednesday and Thursday,
and said thatgood and useful negotiations were held

between military delegations of the two republics
andimportantachievementsaretoincrease military
relationsbetween the two countries.

General Bagheriadded thatbilateral relations
betweenthe twoneighborly statesare notadequate
atalland they should develop multifolded time.

'By developing north-south corridorand completing
remaining projects like Rasht-Astara Railways,
economicties could be expanded between the two
countries, headded.

General Bageri further said Iran decisively supports
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan Republic.

He pointed to signed Caspian Sea Legal Regime
between littoral states, and added Iran and the
Republic of Azerbaijan have no problem in this
regard and naval forces of the two states are to hold
jointexercisesinthe Caspian Sea.

Major General Mohammad Baqeriarrived in Bakuon
Wednesday ona-2day visit.

US must wait for consequences of its political game

The Special Assistant to the Speaker of the
Iranian Parliament for International Affairs
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian denounced the
detention of Press TV's Marzieh Hashemi by the
US,as"apolitical game."”

"The United States hasbegun a political game
by detention of Press TV's Marzieh Hashemi; if
sheisnotreleasedimmediately,itisnotthe US

which will end thatgame," Amir-Abdollahian
wrote on his Twitter accounton Thursday.
Hashemi, a US citizen born as Melanie
Franklin, was detained upon arrival at
St. Louis Lambert International Airportin
St. Louis, Missouri, on Sunday, but wasn't
allowed to contact her family until late
Tuesday.

Lebanon declines US invitation to attend Warsaw forum

Lebaneseresources said on Thursday morning

that Lebanon's governmenthas declined an

invitation by the US to attend an upcoming anti-

Iran forum in Warsaw.

A conference dubbed 'Peace and Security in the
Middle East' with focusonIran'sregional activities
istobeheld on February 2019,14-13 in Warsaw,
Poland.

Duringhisvisitto Middle East, US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo told Fox News on last Friday about
holding such forum in Warsaw.
Inarelevantdevelopmentearlier,a European
Union officialannounced thatthe EU Foreign Policy
Chief Federica Mogherini would not attend the
upcoming anti-Iran meetingin Poland due to her
tightschedule.

While denouncingthe Polishauthorities for hosting
an anti-Iran summit, Iran's Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Bahram Qasemireminded them to pay
avisitto Iran-Poland Friendship Symbol in Warsaw.

Commenting ontheanti-Iran conferencein Poland,
Qasemisaid, “Itseems Poland is influenced by the
machinations and pressuresbythe UStobeinline
with White House's anti-Iranian policies.'
Hereferred to hostingsuchameetingagainstIran
asawrongmoveand contrary to the international
law.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo earlier
announced plansto hold ameeting with focus on
Iran. The meetingis slated tobe held in Poland on
February 14-13.

He claimed that countries from Asia, Africa, Europe
andthe Middle Eastwill participate in the meeting.
The meetingin Poland willbe held inline with the
US efforts to promote [ranophobia scenario.
Earlier, Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifinapostonhis Twitter page wrote, “Reminder
tohost/participants of anti-Iran conference: those
who will attend the lastest US anti-Iran show
aredead, disgraced, or marginalized. And Iranis
stronger than ever.'He added, “Polish Gov'tcan't
wash the shame: while Iran saved Polesin WWI]I, it
now hosts desperate anti-Iran circus.'

EU official: SPV to be launched soon

In an exclusive interview with Islamic Republic
News Agency (IRNA), the European official said
onthe condition ofanonymity thatthe EUremains
committed toimplementing the nuclear dealasa
matter of respectinginternationalagreementsand of
our sharedinternational security,and expectIranto
playaconstructiveroleinthisregard and to continue
implementingallits nuclear commitmentsin full.
The official said the nuclear deal known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) is working
and deliveringits goal, namely to preventIran from
acquiringnuclear weapons.

'"The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has
confirmed thisinits thirteen consecutive reports,
based onarobustverification system, thatIranis
implementingits nuclear commitments. Thereisno
credible peaceful alternative to the JCPOA, the official
added.

Topreservetheagreement, the official said the EU has
beenandisputtingin place concrete solutions.

'We updated the Blocking Statute and the European
Investment Bank's (EIB) lending mandate. The
remaining EU participants of the JCPOA, France,

Germany and the UKhave alsoremained committed
towork on the preservation and maintenance of
effective financial channelswith Iranand in particular
towork on the establishmentofa Special Purpose
Vehicle. Workisinthe very final stages, the official
added.

Thisis while earlier, Foreign Ministry spokesman
Bahram Qasemi criticized the European Union for
delayinimplementation of the SPV followingthe US
exitfromIrannuclear deal, saying thatthe country
deemsthe EUresponsible fornotimplementing the
mechanism.

“The Europeansasthe mainbeneficiary should think
aboutthe consequencesofthedecision,aslranhasso
far fulfilled allits commitmentsunderthe JCPOA,” he
said, notingthatlIran’s patienceiswearing thinand it
istime for the EUto takeits strategicdecision.
“Dollar dominance as well asinterconnection of the
EUand USeconomiesareamongthereasonsbehind
SPV delay, he said, noting thatthe EU and even the
three countries favoring SPV are also captive and
hostage ofthe US economy in JCPOA. He noted that
they should make decision for theirindependence.



	1 (2)
	2 (2)
	3 (2)
	4 (2)
	5 (2)
	6 (2)
	7 (2)
	8 (2)

