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Attraction

T
Pahneh Bath

Museum

in Semnan,

A Pieceof
Thousand-
Year History of
Iran

The Pahneh Bath or
the Hazrat Bathisa
historical structure
in Semnan that was
founded 600 years
ago.The Pahneh Bath
is1000square meters
andislocatedinthe
northwestern flank of
the Pahnehreligious
center.

The bath has two
separate entrances
for men and women.
There are two stone
benchesinthe bath
of men; the door
is decorated with
tiles on its three
sides. There’s a big
inscription made up
of white tiles on an
azure background
placedabovethedoor.
The sign of Lion and
Sun can be seen in
yellow tiles, and in
two spandrelsin the
shape ofasemicircle.
Two Qajar soldiers
can be seen in the
tiles with asentence
saying made by
Zeynolabedin,
Semnan, 1951.

The Pahneh Bath
turned into a local
archeology and
ethnography museum
in 1994 afteraseries
of reconstructions
andrenovations. The
most outstanding
relic in the Semnan
Museum is askeleton
that dates back to
4000yearsago.ltwas
foundinanareacalled
Tappeh Hesarin the
city of Damghan.

The skeleton belongs
toapregnantwoman.
It’s been relocated
intacttothe museum
from the excavation
sitein Tappeh Hesar.
A series of objects
andtoolscanbeseen
around the woman
thatwas buried with
her.The mainreason
for showcasing
the skeleton is to
understand the
burial ritualsin the
second century B.C.
inthe central Plateau
oflran.

Public Relations: 031-32274754

The magical city of 1 sfahan

-t

——r

Isfahan, withapopulationof1992) 159,102,1 census),isand has been the capital

ofthe province of Isfahan since 900 years. The elevation of the city is 1,570 meters

abovesealevel. Giving purity to the air under the brilliantblue sky and often violet-

hued mountains.Itis connected to Tehran by air (regular daily flights), railand road.

The mostfamous Persian description of the city of Isfahanis Isfahan nesf-e Jahan

(Isfahanishalfthe world), which the Isfahanis coined in the 16th century to express

the city’s grandeur. Isfahan, chosenand designed capital under Shah Abbas 1, was

reconstituted with so many new mosques, palaces, bridges, avenues and parks that

even European travelers wrote rapturously of its beauties. Knight]Jean Chardin, a

dependable observeraccordingto A. U.Pope, reports thatin 1666 Isfahanhad 162

mosques,48 madrasahs (schools), 182 caravanseraisand 173 baths.

ImamMosque

Also called Masjide Shah (Royal Mosque)
before the victory of Islamic Revolution, begun
in1612,and, despite Shah Abbas’ impatience,
under construction until 1638, represents the
culmination of a thousand years of mosque
buildinginIran. The halfdomedarch of outer
portal onthe square, understood asanaspectof
thesquareratherthan ofthe mosque,isthe most
thrillingexample ofhumanartifice thatcould be
imagined.Itsheightamountsto30in, theflanking
minaretsare40m.tallwiththe sanctuaryminarets
higherstilland the sanctuary double shelldome
soaringnotlessthan 54in.

AliQapuPalace
Thefirstskyscraperoflranwithamarvelousview
over the publicMaidan and city to the frontand
theShah’spleasure gardensattheback,itisseven
floorstall,accessible by adifficultstaircase, square
inplan, probablyanortherntype, withthe Talaras
thesecond story. All thelittlerooms have points of
interest. Ahugereception hall capable ofholding
two hundred ormore courtiers, itsinterior was
coveredwithdelicate polychromerelief.
Onthesixthfloor; niches shapedlikebowls or high
stemmedflasksaredugintothewall. Theirpurpose
isnotonlydecorativebutalsoacoustical,sincehere
wasamusicroom. Many of the beautiful murals
and mosaics which once decorated the many
smallrooms, corridors and stairways have been
destroyed, partlyinthe Qajarperiodand asaresult
ofnatural causesinrecentyears.

Talare Ashraf (AshrafHall)

Inits present state, the Talare Ashraf consists
ofalargehalland two adjoining chambers. The
building belongs to the reigns of the Safavid
monarchs Shah Abbas 11 and Shah Solaiman,
(1642-1694AD.).

Thepresentcomplexof structures knownasthe
Talar-e Ashrafconsists oftheremainingpartsofthe
Safavid palaceandits golden decorations, artistic
ornamentsfrescoesand proportionatearcadesare
particularlyattractiveand highlyvaluable.
Madrasah ChaharBagh

The construction ofthis Madrasahmarked theend
ofasustained andbrilliant period in the history
ofarchitecture. After the death of Shah Abbas|
in1627 the dynasty’s decline began, although
architecturalstyles, developed sogradually,werea
little slowerindissipating. The Madrasahwasbuilt
ontheinitiative of Shah Soltan Hosain’s mother
between 1706 and 1714, and was the scene of
the execution of thisunhappy monarchand the
extinction of the Safavid dynasty at the hands of
Afghaninvadersin1722.

FridayMosque

Also called Masjid Jom’eh, abrisk half-hour from
thesquare,isthe mostancientand in some ways
themostinterestingbuildingin the city,and hence
inlran.Itwasbuiltlateinthe 11thandearly 12th
century as afocus for the town. Changes and
additionsweremadeinsubsequentperiods.
Therefore,itisalandmarkin the evolution of
[raniansacredarchitecture.
[tisnotasimmediatelyattractive to the external
eyeasthe complexofMaidan-e Imamexceptforthe
tileworkoffifteenth centuryinthe greatcourtyard
and mihrab of 01jaitu, butthe complexharmony
ofits components makes of ita palimpsestboth
meaningfulinits detailsand aestheticallypleasing
intheirsuperimposition. Everyarchitecturalage
of[ran (exceptthe mostdecadent) canbeobserved
andstudiesin thismosque. The westernIwanis
usually the firstelement to attract the visitor’s
attention. The architecture of the apseisalso
differentfrom that ofthe Safavid mosques: there

areno pendentives or complicated stalactites to
overloadthevaultthatismadeup oflargealveoliof
verypuredesign.

Vank Cathedral
Thisisaworld-famousarchitecturalmonumentof
the Safavid periodin New]olfa. Thebelfryfacesthe
mainentrance. Thereisasmallmuseum (originally
builtin 1930, and moved to the present day
premisesin1971) whereyoumightbeabletofind
aguidebookon New]Jolfain English, or someone
who speaks English,asmosteducated Armenians
do.Thereareasmanyas 13 other churchesinNew
Jolfaaswell. Thenexttwofamousonesarethe Holy
Motherof Godand the Bethlehem.Vank Cathedral’s
Presswasfoundedin 1636and wasone ofthefirst
onesinthe Middle Easttoprintthe Book ofPsalms
in1638.Duringits 35 0years of operation the
Cathedral’sPresshasprintedabout500booksand
thousandsofpamphlets, etc.
HashtBeheshtPalace

Thismid17th century Safavid palace was originally
surrounded by avast garden and hundreds of
similar buildings, also named Hasht Behesht
(eightparadise) of which nothingremains except
thisinterestingand beautiful palace. The existing
two story palace owes its fame, apart from its
architectural and decorative merits, to the lavish
use of marbleslabs, stalactite vaultdecorations,
excellenttileworks dotted with scenes ofanimals
(birds, beasts of prey,and reptiles) coveringthe
buildingontheoutside. Structurally, itconsistsofa
Shah Neshin (Royal Parlor),averandah, numerous
rooms, and Iwansrichly decorated with gilded
frescoes.

KhwajuBridge

The 132m.long Khwaju Bridge, some 1.5 km.
downstream (cast) of Seeo Se Pol, isslightly smaller
butevenmoreattractive, withtwolevelsofterraces
overlooking theriver. Builtby the order of Shah
Abbas11in1650A.D., ithasbeen constructed with
twopurposesinmind:tobeusedbothasaroadway
andadam (bymeansofsluices, thelevel oftheriver
may beraised orlowered at will). The original
purposeofthisdamwastoformanartificiallake for
somedistanceupstream,infrontofthe numerous
palacebuildings and kiosks thatstood on either
side oftheriver. Itisnow used toraise the level
oftheriversufficiently tofill irrigation canals on
eitherside. Butitsmostfascinatingfeaturesarethe
pavilions setinto the 12meter width called Shah
Neshin (Royal Parlors) and once decorated with
faienceandinscriptions.

Jarchi Bashi Restaurant is a traditional
Persianrestaurantlocated in Isfahan which
attracts hundreds of visitors every day. The
traditional atmosphere of this cozy and gorgeous
restaurant with its tasty traditional Persian
foods and specialtiesis whatevery body wishes
to experience. The walls of this restaurant
are decorated with beautiful parts of scenery
from old Isfahan and the pastlife of kingsin
Isfahan and Iran. The traditional atmosphere
ofthisrestaurantand its traditional Persian
cuisine alongwith the traditional Persian music
performed during your eating time inside the
restaurant will definitely make the memories
lingerlonger than usualinyour minds. We are
sure thatyou will enjoy your time in this very
niceand pleasantrestaurant. Enjoy your Persian
cuisine taste and your experience of culinary tour
duringyour Iran tour. Its menu has speciallocal
dishes of Isfahan which are very delicious and
you should not miss them; for example, Beryani
whichisagood portion of baked lamb onaloaf
ofbread cooked onhotstones. Moreoverits stew
isveryyummy, too. The dishes of this restaurant
areservedinbeautifulhandmade copperdishes.
Therestaurantisvery wonderful with greatand
helpful staff. This well-organized placeis suitable
foreatinglunch ordinnerwith alarge variety of
delicioustraditional Persian foods on the menu.
Inside therestaurant, thereisabath with fantastic
decorations and floral motifs thathas changed
itspleasantatmosphere to alive museum with
live concertthatis the traditional Persian music
played here every day. Its Historical Bathis one
ofthe mostancientbathsin Isfahan which was
constructed during the Safavid era forboth men
adwomenatthetime of construction of Naghsh-e
Jahan Square. Itslocation was close to Jarchi
Mosque. Thisrestaurantislike an attractionin
Isfahananditis openfromnoontolateinthe
evening and atnight. All in all, the ambiance
ofthisbothan attraction and arestaurantis
marvelousanditisreally worth avisitwith great
food. Enjoyyourvisitto this place where food and
hospitality are combined and have become one
to quenchyourhunger. The warm welcome from
thestaffand the yummy food you will eatis worth
aheavenly food. Enjoyyourtimein thisamazing
restaurant.

WHERETO STAY

Khosh Neshin Ecolodge,
in Bagham village

Khosh Neshin Ecolodgeislocated in Bagham
village inIsfahan province, between Isfahan city
and the city of Ardestan. Ithasbeen built 230
yearsago. Therooms pricesinclude breakfast,
teaand coffee,and since thereisnoresturantin
thevillage we provide lunch and dinner which
willbe considered in your bill.

There are many tourist attractions in the
vicinity of the ecolodge. For example there is
aSeljuk Eracastle,a Shah Abbasi carvanserai
and an 8000-year-old Petroglyph,and also the
firsttwo-story Qanatinthe worldin Ardestan.
We can provide some toursaround the village,
tothe 7-colored mountainsandto the dessert.
There are taxies from Ardestan to the village,
village is within the Ardestan-Isfahanroad so
youcanuse Isfahanto Ardetanbuses and then
take ataxi. We Also have pickup services.




Decreasein oil dependency mostimportant point of

budgetbill: MP

Amember ofthe Iranian parliamenthas said the decline in oil dependency is one of the most
importantstrengths ofthe nextIranianyear’sbudgetbill (will starton March 21,2019).pointing
outthatIranwasinvolved inatough economicwar, Hussein Amiri Khamekani said on Friday
thatindeed, this economicwar showsitselfmoreinthelate currentornextIranianyearsand on
thisbasis ‘we need to adjust the budget’ so thatthe minimum damage will occurinrunning the
country. ‘Thisisademand thatwe have been emphasizing formanyyears to manage the country
withoutoil orwith theleastdependence on oil, and to spend oil oninfrastructure development,
becauseititselfgenerates non-oil revenues for the government.’Amiri Khamekaniadded, ‘We
havebeen trapped inachain in the way that whatamount of money we spend in the current
managementofthe country, we are faringaway from developmentand non-oil revenues.
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Top banker: Banking
reforms on CBI agenda

- Governor of the Central Bank of Iran Abdol-
nasser Hemati says banking reformsis on the
CBlagenda.

‘Necessary programs have been devised for the
purpose (banking reforms) and it will run the
course gradually after obtainingreleventauthor-
ities’ consent, Hemati wrote on his Instagram.
He saidagroup of economists, monetary and
banking experts, CBl officials are involved in the
projectwhichis essential and vital regarding
many intricacies and challenges on the way.
Continued stabilization in the monetary market
and protection of publicaccountsare the requi-
site forthe reforms, he noted.

Min. asks demo to observe
tight solidarity in eraof

sanctions

Minister of Economy and Finance Farhad
Dejpasand says in the era of sanctions and
economicunsteadiness, more solidarity among
the publicand officialsisneeded.

Dejpasand told renowned cleric Ayatollah Jafar
Sobhani thathis ministry hasbeen successful to
harnessinflation favorably and bring it to one-
digitlevel.

He said negative economic growth was also
successfully controlled.

The minister said 650,000 new jobs have been
created and the first three-quarter balance of
tradeisnow $750 million in Iran’s favor.

Islamabad calls for

expansion of ties with T'ehran
Pakistan Ambassador to Tehran Rafat Masood
said on Wednesday that Islamabad calls for
expansion of economicand cultural relations as
wellasreopening of border markets between
the two countries.Islamabad calls for expansion
of ties with TehranPakistan ambassadorsaid in
ameeting with member of Majlis Foreign Policy
and National Security commission Morteza
Saffari Natanzi.

TheIslamic Republicoflranisaveryimportant
countryintheregion, Pakistaniambassador said.
Islamabad minds to expand all-outrelations and
cooperation with Tehraninvarious fields such
aseconomy and culture, he said. Expansion and
bolstering of relations between the two countries
willlead to establishing durable relationsinall
fields, he said.Reopening ofborder markets and
establishing contacts between two major ports
of Chabaharand Gwadar willlead to expansion
ofeconomicand cultural ties between the two
countries, he said.

Iran welcomes expansion of friendly ties and
cooperation between the two countries, Natanzi
said for his part.

domestic carmakers

Iran’s parliamentissues ultimatum to

A Member of Iranian Parliament said that at the meeting between the
Parliament members and minister of industry, mine and trade, the
representatives threatened to lift the ban on the import of foreign cars, if the
prices on domestic cars are notlowered.The warning was made during Iranian
Minister of Industry, Mines and Trade Reza Rahmani’s last week meeting with a
fraction of the parliament, for discussions on the domestic car prices.“We talked
overanumber ofissues atthe meeting. First ofall, we urged them to comply with
obligations regarding the pre-sales. Unfortunately, our carmakers sold their
products to peopleinrecent months, and now they’re increasing prices, Iranian
parliament member Gholam Ali Jafarzadeh told Trend.

Iran tobuild 1,000 M W solar

farmin Markazi

Iranissettobuilditslargest-ever solar farm

with a capacity asmuchas 1,000 megawatts in

Markaziprovince, central Iran, a senior official

said.

Saeed Farrokhi, Markazi
province’s deputy governor
for economic affairs, said the
photovoltaic power plant will be
constructed overa2,000-hectares
areanear the city of Saveh, turning
it into the largest producer of
renewablesin the country.
Accordingto him, “equipmentand
panelsrequired for harnessing
100 MW ofelectricity have so far
beenimported,” and the project
willcommenceinnear future.
The project has been funded
by a UK-based Iranian investor,
Farrokhiadded butdid notprovide
further details.

Renewable ventures are gaining
popularity in the country. With
more than 300 sunny days
throughouttheyear, Iran hashuge
potential to expand solar energy
infrastructure and attract foreign
investments.

The country meets more than
80% ofitselectricity demand from
thermal power plants that run
on fossil fuels. Of the total 80,000
MW production capacity, only a
meageramountof670 MW goes to
renewables.

Figures on Iran’s power sector
show that42% ofthe country’s

quoted as saying by Shana.

renewable energies come from
solarpower, 41% from wind farms,
13% small from hydroelectric
plants, 2% from heatrecoveryand
2% is constituted by biomass.
According to Energy Ministry,
some 445 megawatts ofrenewable
power plantsare currently under
construction, in line with the
government’s plans to launch
5,000 MW of new renewable
capacity,including solarand wind,
by 2022.

Iran has also pledged to slow
climate change by promoting
cleanerenergies.In December
2015,195 nations, includingIran,
signed an agreementat the Paris
Climate Conference to move away
from fossil fuels with a goal of
limiting arisein average global
temperatures to well below 2
degrees Celsius.

Iran promised atthe Paris Climate

second phasearereported.

Conference to curtail greenhouse
gasemissionsbyincreasing power
production from renewable
sourcesto 7,500 MW by the end of
nextdecade.

According to Energy Ministry,
2.673 billion kilowatt-hours of
renewable energy were produced
formJune 2009 tothe end 0f 2018,
leading tothereduction ofabout
1.844 million greenhouse gases
emissions.

Moreover, this amount of
alternative energy production has
reduced 759 million cubicmeters
of fossil fuel consumptionin the
country,whichisone ofthe main
sourcesofairpollutioninlIran. The
volume hasalso saved 588 million
liters of water consumption in
recent years, with the share of
Decemberalonebeingabout 14
millionliters.

gion costs between $15 and
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Iran: Shale Explora-
tion Will Continue in
Lorestan and Oman

Sea

The exploration arm of Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company
hasbeenauthorized by the Oil
Ministry to start the second
phase of studies on unconven-
tional hydrocarbon basins,
head ofthe R&D department
said.

“Surveys will be undertak-
eninthe Seaof Omanandin
Lorestan Province in western
Iran,” Mahmoud Hajian was

NIOC’s exploration depart-
menthas carried out the first
phaseofitsstudiesand discov-
ered huge shalereservesinthe
Seaof Omanandin Lorestan
withthehelp of domesticdata-
basesand geological surveys.
“The second phase isaimed
atidentifying the exactloca-
tion ofthereservoirs and esti-
mating the volume of in-place
reserves,” he said,addingthat
studies could lastfouryears,
Financial Tribune reported.
Drilling operations will com-
mence after the results of the
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Referringto shale gas deposits
in Lorestan, he said one explo-
ration blockislocatedinthe
Zagros Mountainrange near
Qali Kouh Mountain.

Energy experts,including]Jafar
Tofiqi, the head ofthe Oil Min-
istry Research Institute, say
theabundance of conventional
oilresources means the shale
agenda is unlikely to move
beyond exploration and dis-
covery, withoutany serious
plan for production.

Producingconventional crude
inthe oil-rich Persian Gulfre-

$25abarrel as opposed to $40-
80 forshaleoil.

Massive shalereserves have
already been confirmed in
Iran’s Zagros basinand near
Aligoudarzcityin Lorestan.
In]July 2015 IRNA quoted an
unnamed source as saying
preliminary explorations have
found three or four oil shale
basins with signs ofkerogen,
awaxy, insoluble organic sub-
stance thatformswhen organ-
icshaleisburied underseveral
layers of sediment, in Kerman
and Semnan provinces.

Iran negotiating with threeregional

countries for preferential trade: Official

Iranisinnegotiationswith Turkey,
Syriaand Pakistan for preferential

trade,accordingtothe caretakerof

the Trade Promotion Organization
of Iran.Speaking during a
conference on expansion of ITC
exportsin Tehran on Wednesday,
Mohammadreza  Modoudi
said that some infrastructure,
like establishment of banking
relationsistop onIran’sagenda
without which preferential
tariffs and preferential trade
are of no value. Modoudi said
thatthe Turkish presidenthas

promised to help remove the
existing obstacles on the way of
relations with Tehran. Barter
tradeis one ofthe plansof Trade
Promotion Organization of[ranin
negotiationswith other countries,
theneighborsin particular, the
official said.

Referringto 13 percent growth
inIran’snon-oil exportsin the
firsteightmonthsofthe country’s
current calendar year, Modoudi
said that Tehran will do every
effortto Keep the growth by the
yearend.
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Evolution of
Iran medical
education
necessaryin
currentint’l
situation

Education Deputy
oflran’s Ministry of
Health said thatthe
evolving programs
for medical

education have
been formed with
a comprehensive
approach and are
the real needs
of domestic
universities
in the current
international
situation.
Addressing a
meeting, Bagqger
Larijaniexpressed
the hope for
continuation ofthe
path to evolve in
the health system,
adding, “Education
area should not
be indifferent to
health problems of
the community.”
Larijani said that
different issues
such as non-
communicable
diseases, high
blood pressure,
diabetes and
high blood lipids
are among the
main challenges
of community’s
health, adding,
‘Weneedtodevise
training programs
at medical
universitiesinline
with the medical
needs of the
society.”Larijani
said the promotion
of international
communications
develop the
identity of
medical science
universities,
noting, “Theissue
ofhumanresources
has been finalized
at national level,
and regional
plans should be
finalized with the
help of regional
universities.”

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,288.3%
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Trump Says
He’s Cool with
Losing Support
inEU

US President Donald
Trump defended his
“Americafirst” approach
inrelationswith Europe,
statingthatitwashisjob
to make Europeans pay
more for defense, which
his critics athome say
has undermined his
popularity across the
Atlantic.

“When they say I'm
notpopularin Europe,
[shouldn’tbe popular
in Europe”, Trump
told reporters on
Wednesday, RIA Novosti
reported.

“If 1 was popular in
Europe, I wouldn’t be
doingmyjob,”headded.
During his two years
in office, Trump
has clashed with
Washington’s trans-
Atlantic allies over
immigration, defence
spending,tradebarriers,
the environment,
Russia’sgaspipelineand
thelrannucleardeal. He
says he is well-aware
thatEuropeanslackfaith
inhim, butstill believes
that he could be “the
mostpopularpersonin
Europe”.

Trump has claimed
that EU members take
advantage ofhis country
with respect to trade
and defence, and has
called onthem toboost
military  spending,
including within the
framework of NATO.
“Germany pays 1
percent”, he said,
referring to Berlin’s
defence spending, which
was estimated at 1.2
percentof GDPlastyear.
“Theyshould be paying
4 percent. They're
paying 1 percent. They
should be paying even
more than that. Other
countries pay a small
percentage of what
they should be paying.
So,whenIsayI'msorry,
folks,youhavetopayup,
Ishouldn’tbe popularin
Europe,” hestressed.
The Trump
administration
strained its relations
with its European
allies following the
introduction ofimport
tariffsonaluminiumand
steelinJune 2018 —a
move widely criticised
bytheleaders of France,
Germany,and the UK.
Trumphasalsoschooled
his NATO allies from
the European Union
for what he said was
not sticking to their
spending commitments.

Trump’s ‘Sermons’on
Afghanistan Draw Anger

in India

India’s ruling and opposition parties
condemned US President Donald Trump’s
comments this week mocking New Delhi’s
rolein war-torn Afghanistan, where the South
Asian country has invested billion of dollars
in economic projects and military training.
The United States and India have drawn closer
inrecentyears as they seek ways to counter-

ordinary Indians.

balance China’s spreadinginfluence across Asia.
But Trump’s apparent bid to undermine
India’s developmental work in Afghanistan
hasannoyed notjustpoliticians butalso many

Trump said on Wednesday he got along very
well with Indian Prime Minister Narenda Modi
butthatModiwas “constantly tellingme he built
alibraryin Afghanistan”.

“You know what thatis? That’s like five hours
ofwhatwe spend,” Trump told reportersatthe
White House. “And we are supposed to say, ‘oh,
thank you for the library’.Idon’tknow whois

usingitin Afghanistan.”
[t was notimmediately clear which library
Trump was referring to, but both Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the main
opposition Congress were united in their
criticism ofthe US president.
India has centuries-old ties with Afghanistan
andboth accuse common neighbor Pakistan of
notdoing enough to stop militants operating
ontheirterritory. Pakistan denies the charges.

“May be Trump should know that while he is
decryingevery other help in Afghanistan, India
hasbeen buildingnotonlylibraries, butroads,

Israel acts at'militarylevel' amid US
sanctions on Iran: Netanyahu

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu says he had “insisted”

thatthe USreimpose sanctions on Iran,adding Tel Aviv

complements economic pressures with its own actions

"atthe militarylevel.”

US President Donald Trump
“isactingagainstIranatthe
economicleveland we herein
IsraelareactingagainstIranat
the militarylevel,” Netanyahu
saidin anaddressto Israeli
military cadets on Thursday.
Bymilitaryactions, Netanyahu
apparently meantairstrikes
against what Israel calls
Iranian positions in Syria.
Damascus says the attacks are
partoflsrael’s efforts to prop
upterroristsinthe face ofarmy
advances.

Last week, an Israeli
intelligence website refuted
Tel Aviv’s claims thatarecent
aerialraidin Syriahad targeted
Iranian military advisers and
Hezbollah fighters, saying the
attackactually hit Syrianarmy
positions.

Netanyahu said Israel was
“surrounded by enemies on
acouple of fronts,” and it was
“acting determinedly against
anyone seeking to endanger
us.”

His comments came a day after
Trump said Iran “can do what
they want” in Syria following
his decision to withdraw US
troopsoperatingthere,amove
thatsparked consternationin
Israel.

“Iran is no longer the same
country,” Trump said. “Iran
ispulling people out of Syria.
They can do what they want
there, frankly, but they're
pulling people out. They’re
pulling people out of Yemen.
Iran wants to survive now,” he
claimed Wednesday.
Inanapparentbid to soothe

Israel, US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said on Tuesday
Washington would continue to
work closely with Israel over
Syriaand Iran.

Speaking in a meeting with
Netanyahuin Brazil, the top
US diplomat said Trump’s
announcementofpulling out
troops from Syria “in no way
changes anything that this
administrationis workingon
alongsideIsrael.”

He said US commitment to
counter whathe called Iranian
aggressionand “the protection
ofIsrael continuesin the same
wayitdid before” Trump made

the decision.

Iran has been offering
advisory military assistance
tothe Syriangovernmentinits
counter-terrorismbattleatthe
requestof Damascus.

The US, Israel, France, Britain
andtheirregionalalliessuchas
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Turkey
and Qatar, instead, have been
sponsoring terrorists in Syria
since 2011 which hasleftthe
Arab countryinruins.
America’s most foreign allies
in the war against Syria,
particularly Israel and Saudi
Arabia, are opposing Trump’s
plansto withdraw troops from
Syria.

dams, schools and even parliamentbuilding,”
Ram Madhav, a BJP general secretary, said on
Twitter, Reutersreported.

“We are buildinglives, for which the Afghan
people thank us, no matter what others do
ordon’t.”Congress said India did not “need
sermons from the US on Afghanistan”.

The United States has 14,000 troops in
Afghanistan, with reports it may be set to
withdraw more than 5,000, a sign Trump’s
patienceisthinningwith America’slongestwar.
Trump hasalready decided to pullall US troops
outof Syria.

Ambassador: US plots

doomed to failure

Iran's Ambassador to London Hamid
Baeeidinejad in anote on arming and
sendingequipmentto the Saddamregime
by the Westand the East, particularly the
United States, specified thatthe Iron will of
Iran prevail over the US conspiracyinthe
Sacred Defense of Iran.
Thelranianambassadorto Britainin days
concurrentwith Karbala-4and Karbala- 5
Operations,added, "The country suffered
alotofcasualtiesand hardship tomaintain
itsindependence duringthe Holy Defense.'
Baeeidinejad noted, 'On the anniversary

USinno position to
lecture on UNSC Res.
2231

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif dismissed claims of
the United States regarding Iran’s
violation of UN Security Council
Resolution 2231, saying that
Washington has already violated the
documentanditisinno position to
lectureanyone onit.

Poll: US Troops, Veterans Tired of Washington’s Wars in Iraq, Afghanistan

ofthesetwo operations, one ofthe debates
thatarisesinvarious ways everyyearis
theissue of Westerninterferencein the
warintheinterestofIraq. Of course, this
isevidentto ournationand we have much
evidence and our nation has feltitwithits
skinandblood that western and eastern
countriessupported theregime of Saddam
duringthelran-Iraqwar.”

'‘Butin thisjunctureand concurrentwith
the anniversary of the two operations,
the widespread supportof Saddam by
the West, especially the United States,
will be revived, and from now on, there
aresignificantdocumentsin thisregard.
Therefore, these documents do not

Inatweeton Thursday, Zarif wrote,
“Iran’slaunch of space vehicles— &
missile tests—are NOT in violation of
Res2231.TheUSisinmaterial breach
ofsame, &assuchitisinno position to
lecture anyone onit.”

Posting the following photo, he also
provided tworeminders for the United
States, “1.Res 1929 isdead; 2. threats
engender threats, while civility begets
civility”

Washington violated the very same

add anything to the knowledge of our
nation thatthe Westwas trying to protect
Saddam, butinsome detailsand evidence
it provides material that can be very
importantforournextgenerationand our
country'seffortsto claimjustice.”

Iranian top diplomat on his telegram
channel on the eve of the anniversary of
operations Karbala4- and Karbala5- wrote
thatthe weaponsand equipmentwere
sentto Saddamregimeby the Westand the
East, especially the United States.

The Iranian diplomatalsorecalled the
confessions of Howard Tischer,amember
ofthe National Security Council of the
United Statesin the court,as well.

resolution by unilaterally withdrawing
from a multilateral agreement on
Iran’s nuclear activity, known as
JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action) while the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) hasrepeatedly
announced thatlIranis fully adhering
tothe pact.

Iran hasrepeatedly maintained that
its missile programisinline with its
deterrence doctrine and thatit will
continue testing conventional missiles.

NEWS

US threats against Iran not

important: Commander

The US threatsagainstIranare notsignificant,a
senior Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
official said.

The US threats againstIranare notimportant
because the country’s military powerand political
rationalityison decline, Deputy Commander ofthe
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Brigadier
General Hossein Salamisaid addressingalocal
ceremony on Friday.

Henoted thatthe US plots has been foiled and it
haslead toimprovement of cooperationamong
regional states.

Despiteallupsand downsand several warsin the
region, Islamic Republic of Iranis now a safe and
pride country,the commanderadded.

Iran's warship to be deployed to

Atlantic Ocean

Deputy Chief of Navy Force of the Iranian Army
announced thatthe army's naval fleet will enter
the AtlanticOceaninearly 2019 on a five-month
voyage.

Admiral Touraj Hasnai Moqaddam said in an
interview with the Islamic Republic News Agency
(IRNA) on Friday thatthe trip will be conducted
inaccordance with the order of the hierarchy of
command. 'The Atlantic Oceanisalongroute,
and itislikely that this Iranian mission would
take five months to complete,' he added.The
deputy commander of the Navy, arguing thatthe
Iranian navy would rotate the planet Earth, said,
'Amember of the Iranian navy will be the Sahand
destroyer.'

Sahand, the mostadvanced destroyer of West
Asia, joined the Navy’s south fleetin Bandar Abbas
on December 1. This four-engine destroyer has
been designed and made more advanced than
its predecessor, Jamaran destroyer, with radar-
evading capabilities.

'"Khomeini, Revolutionary of God'
book released in Italy

Abooktitled 'Khomeini, Revolutionary of God' on
the personalityand manner ofleadership of Imam
Khomeini, the founder ofthe Islamic Republic of
Iran was published inItaly.

Inthe-284pagebook, theauthorrefersto thelife of
Imam Khomeini, especially his various family and
mystical dimensions.

Another partofthebookdealswith the personality
and the style ofleadership ofImam Khomeiniand
the dignity of man who transformed the path of
historywith hisdivineideasand hishonestefforts
leadingtothe greatchangesinIranand the world.
The Islamic Culture and Relations Organization
ofIran has published alarge number of Persian
books and translated them into different
languagestobe sentto other countries.

Many otherbooks are also translated into Persian
and made available to Iranian enthusiasts and
audience. However,somebooksarealso available
tothe audience after being translated to target
languages atvarious occasions aswell as cultural
and artisticevents.

Most American troops and veterans
believe that the US wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan have been going on for too
long, anew pollrevealed.The survey by
Smithsonian, released Wednesday, found
that more than 80 percent of current
and former US service members were
fatigued by the two conflicts, years after
former President George W.Bush started
them, presstvreported.Thisis significant
because 83 percent of the participants
in the poll said they still supported
Washington’s so-called war on terror,

whichbeganafterthe September2001,11
attacksin New York City.

The United Statesinvaded Iraqin 2003
underthe pretextthatformerIraqidictator
Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass
destruction, an allegation later proven
wrong.Former US President Barack
Obamaannouncedin2013 thathe was
pulling outall US troops from the Arab
country. However, the US troopsreturned
tolraqayearlater under the pretextof
fightingthe Daesh terroristgroup.
Ithasbeenamoreorlesssimilarstory with

the USmilitary campaignin Afghanistan,
whichhasturnedinto the longestever
warin America’s history.The USinvaded
the countryin 2001 toallegedly eradicate
the Talibanand otherterror groups. After
17 years of deadly clashes, however, the
Talibanremain in control of over half of
Afghanistan while the Daesh (ISIL or ISIS)
terror group hasalso gained afootholdin
the country.

PresidentDonald Trump pledged during
hiselection campaign to end US military
presenceinlraqand Afghanistan. Buthe

changed his mind
since entering office and prolonged the
USmilitary presenceinboth countries.
The wide-ranging poll also found that
two-thirds ofwomeninthe USmilitaryhad
beensexuallyharassed orassaulted.
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Industrial tourism cannotbe

“Tourismindustry hasbeen growingin the country,and we are the
witnesses of 57% growth in foreign touristarrivals during the 8
month of this year in comparison to the same period lastyear,” the
head of Cultural Heritage Organization twitted.

“400 tourism projects have been added to the tourism infrastructures
inthelastyearand a half, tourism industry has been growing in the country, and we are

the witnesses of 57% growth in foreign touristarrivals during the 8 month of thisyearin
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Trump taking US govt. hostage to build
border wall: Academic

US President Donald Trump tries to use the

shutdown ofhisadministrationasaleverage to

pushthe House of Representatives toaccepthis

bid forbuildingawallalongthe Mexicanborder,

saysacommentator.

Ina Wednesday meeting with top congressional
leaders, Trump turned down demands by Democrats
toputanend ona partial shutdown of the federal
government over the funding of his controversial
borderwall.

John Mason, professor of political science at the
William Paterson University, told Press TV on Friday
that Trump is “taking much of the government
hostagebasicallyinan effortto force the new House
majority thatis talkingaboutsomething else and
investigating him and his finances butalso sort of
forcethem in Mexican standoff where Nancy Pelosi
willbe eventually forced to surrender.”

But, the professor noted, Pelosi asserted that
“she hasaco-equal power, according to the US
constitution, with the president;” so, the push for
forcingthe House toallocate 5.6$ billion for the wall
would notbearany fruit.

28 dams operational in 10 years: Official

Advisor to the Minister of Energy and

Managing Director of Iran's Water Resources

Management Company said thatofthe total of

172 damsinthe country, 58 dams have become

operational this decade.

“Beforethevictory oftherevolution,wehad 19 dams
inthe country that were designed by contractors

and foreign consultants, but thanks to this system,
the number of major dams has reached 172,
which indicates national determination and our
ability, Mohammad Hajj Rasouliha said in Rashton
Thursday.

He pointed to the construction of damslike Ayatollah
BehjatDamin Gilaninrecentyears. By constructing
thisdam, concernsaboutwater supplyin Rashtand
other marginal citieswereresolved.

comparison tothe same periodlastyear. We should not confine to thisamount; tourismisan
industry thatcannotbe sanctioned,” Ali Asghar Monesian said.

USinno position to lecture on
UNSCRes. 2231

Where Has Early Universe’s Dark Matter

Been Hiding?

Most of the massin the universe is made up of

akind of matter thatnone of us have ever seen.

It's called “dark matter” and, despite being

incredibly abundant, it's also extremely difficult
to study.

Decades-old calculations suggested thatthere is
more darkmatteraround younger galaxies thanthe
ancientones fromthe early days of the universe, but
then where did the dark matter we see today come
from? Anew study offers the answer.

Pastresearch suggested thatgalaxies we see nearby
have more dark matter than those thatare very
distant. The farther away a galaxy is the farther
backintime we’re effectively looking, and scientists
believed thatthoseancientgalaxies didn’thaveall
thatmuch dark matteraround them. Asitturnsout,
thatisn’tthe case.

After studying some 1,500 galaxies, researchers
led by Alfred Tiley of Durham University have
determined that the amount of dark matter
surrounding these huge collections of stars and
planetsisaboutthe sameasiteverwas.

Detecting darkmatter around a galaxy can be tricky
butit’s made easier by calculating the gravitation
effectthatthe matter hasonits surroundings. We
can’'tsee dark matterin space becauseitdoesn’t
reflectlight, butitstill exerts a gravitational pull,
justlike “normal” matter. By accounting for the size
ofagalaxyand the speed atwhich starsonits edges
aremoving, scientists can calculate how much dark
matterislurkingonthefringes.

Thislatestround of research, applied that same
formula to many hundred galaxies both youngand
old. The scientistsnow believe thatthere’snotmuch
ofadifference between the amount of dark matter
around ancient galaxies when compared to much
younger ones.

However, the astronomy community isn’tentirely
onboard withthisnew finding. The model that Tiley
and his team used hasbeen called into question,
especiallyasitrelates to measurements of distant
high-mass galaxies which have been studied by
otherssearching for dark matter.

We'll have to wait and see how this all pans out but
theresultsare certainly interestingand willno doubt
further the conversation aboutwhere the universe’s
darkmatterlies.

Americaseeking torevive ISIS on Syria-Iraqborder:

Daily

The website of the Syrian
newspaper 'Al-Akhbar' wrote
on Friday that Kurdish informed
sources said thatthe US decision
to withdraw troops from Syria
was in line with the aim of
reviving the ISIS terrorist group
ontheborderbetween Syriaand
Iraq.
Al-Abhar said, without
mentioningits sources thatthe
US'goalisISIStobe deployed
on the Syrian-Iraqi border so
thattherelationship between
the two countries and among
the members of the resistance

axisis cutasone ofthe goals of
Washington tolaunchthe 2011
warin Syria.

Al-Akhbar wrote that the
strategic defeat of the United
Statesin Iraqand Syria has put
Washington ina dilemma: the
firstisto getoutoftheregion
withoutany achievement, and
second, to continue its political
and military influence through
othergroups.

The Syrian newspaper wrote
that the Americans seem to
have chosen the second way by
revivingthe ISIS and controlling

- = A

theborderareasoflraqand Syria
by thatgroup.
The United States, which had
previously declared its military
presence andillegal presencein
Syriato confrontthe ISIS and its
allies,butinreturntheresultwas
thattheylefttheirallies alone
withoutany supportagainstthe
[SISterroristgroup.

London airports order military-grade anti-drone equipment

Two airportsin the British capital
London have ordered military-
grade anti-drone defenses after
drones caused three days of
disruption at Gatwicklast month.
London’s Gatwick and Heathrow
airports confirmed on Thursday
thatthe anti-drone defenses are
worth “several million pounds,”
withoutgiving further details.
“Whilel can’tgointo detail about
exactly whatwe have, I can confirm
thiswasaninvestment of several
million pounds to ensure we
are atanequivalentlevel to that
provided by the Armed Forces”, a
spokeswoman for Gatwick, Britain’s
second busiestairport, saidinan

emailed statement.

Heathrow, Europe’s busiest
airport, also said ithad ordered
the equipmentand was working
closelywith authoritiesandlooking
atrelevanttechnologyto combatthe
threatofdrones.

UK Transport Minister Chris
Grayling met police, aviation and
military officials on Thursday
to discuss the issue, according
to The Times newspaper, which
firstreported the orders. Drone
sightings caused chaoslastmonth
at Gatwick, disrupting the travel
plansoftens ofthousands of people
in the run-up to Christmas. The
incidentled toabout 1,000 flight

cancellationsand affected the travel
0f 140,000 passengers.

The incident revealed a
vulnerability that is being
scrutinized by security forces and
airportoperatorsworldwide.

The military was drafted to deploy
specialist equipment, enabling
authorities toreassure the airport
thatitwas safe for planes to take
offandland.British Prime Minister
Theresa May said her government
was mulling plans to give police
more power in dealing with
recreational dronesin future. A
spokesman of May’s office said the
drone flying as “irresponsible and
completelyunacceptable”.
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