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ISFAHAN
NEW S

Attraction
Shazdeh Hossein
Shrine, Qazvin,

Iran

Shazdeh Hossein
Shrine in Iran’s
northern city of Qazvin
is the mausoleum of
one ofthe sons ofthe
eighth Shiite imam
Ali ibn Musa al-Reza
(765-818).The shrine
enjoyed architectural
prominence for the
first time in 1220s.
During the reign of
Shah Safi of Safavid
dynasty (1038-1052
A.D.), it received
additional spacesand
became a magnificent
architectural complex
and wasreconstructed
in1840s.

A vast courtyard,
flanked by the northern
and southern gates,
provides enough space
to gaze atthe edifice.
Therearealso 2 smaller
doors in the eastern
and western walls. Of
all the entrances, the
northern one is an
imposing piece of work.
Geometrical patterns,
decorative tile-
works, tall gates, and
6 mini-minarets have
bestowed the northern
entranceauniquestyle
and is like no other
inside the monument
or elsewhere.The
chamber, which
houses the tomb, is
anold masterpiece of
parquetry. Both the
chamberanditsdoor
are exquisite wood-
works dating back
to 1403 A.D. Inside
the chamber, thereis
wooden chestplaced
on top of the tomb.
Like the chamber and
the door, the chestisa
superb piece of wood-
work, crafted by skilled
hands of old, patient
artisans.

The tomb is situated
inthemiddle ofalarge
hall adorned with
amazing mugqarnas
works; corbels in
traditional Islamicand
Persian architecture.
52 verandas with
breathtaking tile-
works surround the
tomb chamber. Here
again, theaccessisthru
the north and south,
buttothe eastand west
ofthe tomb, there are
2 stuccoed porticos,
worth a visit and a
shortwalk.
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Yalda: Iranian celebration of
winter solstlce
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Yaldais one of the most celebrated
traditional events in Iran which
marks the longestnightofthe year,
thatis, in the night of the Northern
Hemisphere’swinter solstice.

Ali Akbar Dehkhoda defines Chelleh
(Night of Forty) or Yalda as “the
longestnightofthe yearthatIranians
consider it auspicious. Iranians
celebrated this night with gathering
around the fire and dancing atnight.
They setand design tables and they
puthearth, scentbottleand avariety
of food such as seasonal food like
bread, cookies, pudding and meat
onit.”

Everyyear,on December 21, Iraniansaround the
world celebrate the arrival of winter, the renewal
ofthe sunand the victory oflight over darkness
on Yalda Night, whichis one ofthe mostancient
Persian festivals. The festival dates back to the
timewhenamajority of Persianswere followers of
Zoroastrianism priortotheadventofIslam.
Origin

Yalda, whichmeansbirth,isaSyriacwordimported
intothe Persianlanguage.Early Christianslinked
thisveryancientPersian celebration to Mithra,
goddess oflight, and to the birth anniversary
of Prophet Jesus (PBUH).Iranreview writes
thatin mostancient cultures, including Persia,
the start of the solar year has been marked
with the celebration of the victory oflight over
darkness, and the renewal of the sun.According
toPersiantribune, Early Christiansused the term
Yalda specifically with reference to the birth of
Mithra, goddess of light.Because Yaldais the
longestand darkestnight, ithascometosymbolize
many thingsin Persian poetry; separation from
aloved one, loneliness and waiting. After Yalda,a
transformation takes place - the waitingis over,
lightshinesand goodness prevails.Accordingto
[ranvisitor,among the Persian and many other
ancientcultures, light, day and the sun were signs
of Godwhile nightand darknessrepresented evil.
Peoplebelieved thatlightand darkness were in
constant conflict. Longerdaysare the days oflight
and God’striumph andlonger nightsare signs of
evil'svictory. Yalda, thelastnight of autumnand

[

thelongestnight ofthe year, finishes withlight's
victoryatdawnwith Mithra’sbirth. Itisaturning
pointoftheyearandinthe coming months, the
dayswillgrowlongerand thenightswillbeshorter:
Somesourcessay Yaldaistaken fromIslamictimes.
Inpre-IslamicZoroastrian tradition the longest
and darkestnight of the year wasaparticularly
inauspicious day,and the practices of whatisnow
knownas“Shab-e Chelleh” were originally customs
intended to protect people from evil during that
longnight.People wereadvised tostayawake most
ofthenight, lestmisfortune shouldbefall them,and
peoplewould then gatherin the safety of groups
offriendsand relatives, share the lastremaining
fruits from the summer, and find ways to pass the
longnighttogetheringood company.Inadditionto
[ran, Central Asian countries suchas Afghanistan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistanand some
Caucasianstatessuchas Azerbaijanand Armenia
share the same tradition and celebrate Yalda
annuallyatthistime oftheyear.

Traditions

Yaldaisatime when friends and family gather
togethertoeatandread poetry (especially Hafez)
until well after midnight. Fruits and nuts are
eatenand pomegranates and watermelons are
particularly significant. Old texts say the red color
inthesefruitssymbolizesthe crimsonhuesofdawn
and glowoflife, invokingthe splendor ofMithra.
Food

Food plays a central role in any form of the
celebrationsin Iran. Inmostparts ofthe country
the extended family come together and enjoya
finedinner.

Themain dish of the night, is Fesenjan, therich,
tangy Iranian chicken stew with walnuts and
pomegranate whichisahighlight of the Persian
fest Yalda. However, each city in Iran hasits own
traditionsregardingthe type of food tobe served
for dinneratYaldanight.Gilaninnorthernpartof
Iran, serves sabzipolo, dish of rice and chopped
herbs, alongwith whitefish or smoked fish during
thenightof Yalda.Butin Shiraz the special dish
ishavijpolo, carrotrice. The dishis served with
Persianroasted saffronandlemon chicken.Anar
PoloinQazvin, Khashilin Tabriz Khagineh Khorma
inZanjan, Kalam Poloinshirazand Nardoon Stew
inMazandaran provinceareamongotherkindsof
dishesservedindifferentpartsofIranduringthe
longestnightoftheyear.

Nuts

Nutsareamongfoods consumed at Yaldanight,in
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theformofsweetnutstogether withdried berries
andraisin. Eatingnutsis said tolead to prosperity
indaystocome.

Red-coloredfruits

Thered-colored fruits symbolize the crimson
hues of dawn and glow of life invoking the glory
ofMithra, old talessay. Awide variety of fruitsand
sweetmeats specifically prepared orkept for this
nightareserved. Fruitscommontothe celebration
include watermelonand pomegranate.
Pomegranates

Placed ontop ofafruitbasket, pomegranate was
considered asasymbol of rebirth and breaking
itbroughtjoytopeople’slives. The purple outer
covering ofapomegranate symbolizes birth or
dawn, and theirbrightred seeds the glow oflife.
Of course,itmustbe said that mostofthe fruits
inYaldanightatthatperiod broughtblessingin
theirlife.

Watermelon

Watermelons were puton the tablesbecause of
their spherical shape whichwasthe symbol ofthe
sun. Watermelonis consumed more than every
other fruits. Somebelieve ifyou eat watermelon
atYalda, youwon’tbe hurtby the diseasesand
coldnessofthe comingwinter, Dreamofiranwrites.
Watermelonis decorated with creative styles to
addmorebeautytothenight.

Praying

OnYaldanight, the oldestmember of the family
says prayers expressing gratitude to God for
previousyear’sblessings,and prays for prosperity
inthe comingyear, and the other members of
the family raise their hands to the sky saying
‘Ameen’. After paraying the oldestmember cuts
the watermelon which symbolizes the removal
of sickness and pain from the family, and gives
everyoneashare.

Readingpoemsoutloud

“Thetrue morningwillnotcome, until the Yalda
Nightisgone,” the great 13th centuryPersian poet
Sa'diwrites.One of the other traditions of Yalda
night, whichhasbeenaddedinrecentcenturies,
isgettinga‘Hafezreading’ fromthebookof great
Persian poet Shamsu d-Din Muhammad Hafez-e
Shirazi, the [ranian poet of 14th century AD. Each
memberofthe familymakesawishand randomly
opensthebookandasksthe eldestmemberofthe
family toreaditaloud. Whatis expressed in that
poemisbelieved tobe the interpretation of the
wishand whetherand howitwill come true. This
iscalled Faal-e Hafez (HafezOmen).

NEWS

Healthy Yaldanight table
in Chaharbagh Abbasi
Avenue

“Ontheoccasion of Yalda night,a program
with health-oriented approach, and
acompetition of healthy Yalda table will
be held in Chaharbagh Abbasi Avenue on
Thursday,” the head of the health culture
development department of Isfahan
municipality said.

“Special program of Yalda night will be
held with the cooperation of Chaharbagh
Avenue management, with the purpose of
improvinghealthy dietsin family gatherings,
onDecember20,from16to 19 p.m.,” Farinaz
Tavalaian said.

“Musicperformancesand stand-up comedies
have been considered for this program,
and the characters of “Health Theater” will
be presentin Chaharbagh Avenue as the
performances,” sheadded.

“The competition of healthy Yalda table will
beheld during the happy hour specials, and
participants should prepare a Yalda table
full of natural and healthy food inline with
promoting the culture of healthy diet,” she
continued.

Saying thatatthe end of this program, an
expertwill visitthe booths and choose the
besttable, she noted, “Citizens can see these
tablesinvarious pavilions.”

WHERETOVISIT

Isfahan welcomes tourists
in Nazhvan

“We should create ahappy space with developed
recreational capacitiesin Nazhvanin order
to arrive to witness citizens and tourists’
satisfaction,” the deputy of urban services of
[sfahan municipality said.

Saying that Nazhvan with an area of more than
1300hectaresis considered tobe therespiratory
lung ofthe city, Hossein Amirisaid, “Preserving
these 1300 hectares means maintaining the
green space of this complex thatis currently
in critical condition due to the water shortage.
The green space of Najvan forest parkhasan
importantrolein preserving the people and
citizens’ health.”

Pointing outthatthisyear, theirrigation of the
green space and trees of Nazhvan has been
taken place by using 20 water tanks, he added,
“Constructing water collector and installing
water storage tanks for green spaces are among
the programsofthe urbanservicesto protectthe
greenspace ofthisarea.”

“Currently, Nazhvan has been welcomed by
Isfahani people and even domesticand foreign
tourists; so,in order to develop and improve its
tourism capacity, we should do ourbest,” he said
regarding tourism and recreational capacities
ofthis park.

Referring torecreational places of Nazhvan
such as bird garden, aquarium, health road,
reptile garden, chairlift,amusementpark, family
boating, shells collection, butterflies garden,and
etc., hesaid, “accordingto therecorded statistics,
annually about 2,000,000 tourists visit the
recreational complexes of Nazhvan park; this
presence of people willincrease theimportance
of payingattention to theserecreational places.”




Three of the documents were aimed at supplying vessels
and tugboatsrequiredin I00C operations. Construction and
procurement of ASD tugboats used forloadingand exporting
oil concerned one of the deals. Each ASD boat costs $10 million
tobebuilt.

Another deal concerned the construction of passenger boats
with the capacity of carrying 80 people and freight with
aninvestment of $5.2 million.Morvarid Parsian Kish also
committed itselfto build two anchor handling tug supply
(AHTS) vessels with over $20 million of investment.

“The policies and strategies of
the Iranian Ministry of Petroleum
are optimum exploitation of
the potentialities of domestic
manufacturers and signature of
these MoUs was aimed atrealizing the
ministry’s goalsin thisregard,” said Hamid
Bovard, [00C CEQ, after signing the deals.
He said the number of ships and tugboats used in [00C
operations wasatitslowestfrom 95% to currently 30% being

T100OCinks MoUs onboats, oil
pipes

The Iranian Offshore Oil Company (I00C) signed four
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with domestic
companies for supplyingboats and standardization of flexible
oil pipes.

The documents were signed on Monday evening on the
sidelines of the International Kish Marine Industries Exhibition
inKishIsland, Shanareported on Tuesday.

100Cinked the MoUs with Barzin Energy Noavar, Parto Tadbir
Pars, Morvarid Parsian Kish and Batservice-

companies.

Contracting

ThelastMoU concerned standardization of flexible oil pipes
which islicensed by a European company and would be

complete inamatter oftwo years.

[ranian companies.

owned by foreign companies. He also expressed optimism
thatby signing such deals, all of the boats would be owned by
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India to Pay Five Iranian Banks for OQil B
NEWS WTO chief
' Purchases: Report stresses
Concern Over High Road O\ ' | cooperation
Fatalities in Iran Indiawill deposit payments for crude oilimported with Iran

Poor roads, substandard automobiles
plusrecklessdriving are pushing up road
fatalities, saysa Traffic Police deputy chief.

Ayoub Soleimani pointed to therising rate

from Iran into escrow accounts of five of their

banks held with state-run UCO Bank Ltd. after the

two nations agreed on a payment mechanism to

overcome US sanctions, according to people with

knowledge ofthe matter.

Secretary-
General of the
World Tourism
Organization

ofroad fatalities and called for “effective (WTO)  Zurab
measures to help protect the thousands Pololikashvili
of innocent lives lost to road accidents Iran will use partof the deposits on Tuesday
every year,” the news website Asre Khodro for purchasing essential goods stressed the need

reported.
Charts from the Iranian Legal Medicine

fromIndiaand to meetexpenditure
incurred byits diplomaticmissions

T

for cooperation
with Iran to help

Organization show indicate that during inthe South Asian nation, the people . . o o . promote tourism
the first half of the current fiscal year to said, asking not to be identified ?raman bankaccm.mts beingfrozen Britain, Franceand Germany),.and industry.

September, over 8,800 road deaths were because theinformationisn’t public, in (Cjase the .US br}l}ngs nelw bf;ldnks ann.oun;eﬁ plans fornew sanctions In a meeting
recorded, which is 1.7% higher than the Bloombergreported. Allspending }'m erlsanfjtlohns,t espeop .esai) ' K agialnst ¢ re;ln.l with Iran’s
corresponding period last year when 8,600 willbein Indian rupees. We already have 1 Iranllan an Three rr.lont s later, op Augusté6, Ambassador to
peoplelost their lives. Continued supplies is crucial for accounts, out of these five .haV(,E' TrumpSIgnedanexecgtlveorderre- Spain Hassan
The LMO has published detailed reports India,acountrythatimportsnearly ~°™¢ un(il(ersecorlldary.sanctlons,l 1mpos.1r(;gr}r11anysanclt.1onst onIr;{m. Qashqavi,  he
onroad fatalities over the past 13 years. 80 percent of its annual crude ECO Bar(; IVIIan.adg}rng Diirecto(;é\.tu ‘I'-le sal the US po 1oy 18 to ev;: explored the ways
Accordingto the published data, in the fiscal requirement,as Tehran offers better umarkoe said fuescay, ateing - maximuim economic pressure for promoting

endingin March 2005, more than 28,000
peoplediedinroadaccidents. The number
droppedto 15,900 inthe Iranian year that
endedin March 2016,accordingto Financial
Tribune.

credit terms than other Middle
Eastoil producersand, in the past,
hasaccepted paymentsin Indian
rupees, rather than US dollars.
The south Asian nation purchased

thattheremaining 10 are eligible
forbilateral tradebetween Indiaand
Iran. Finance Ministry spokesman
D.S.Malikdeclined to comment.

India and Iran followed a similar
mechanism previouslywhenthe US

onthe country.The second batch
of USsanctions againstthe Islamic
Republictookeffecton November 4.
Those sanctions were supposed
toshutdown Iranian oil exports,
but they failed to do so after

cooperation
between Iran and
WTO in tourism
sector.

Qashgqavi

iti crude worthabout $9 billion from | i ; ) elaborated on
Eg:flegftrigz:;rgléf;ggrr%ﬁi?igﬁ;trlsﬁ Iranin the financial year thatended 1mposed sanctionsin2012. Atthat Washln.gton, over fear ofasupply Iran’s strategic
2016. Road accidents claimed 16,201 lives March31.The payment mechanism tlrrlle,_45 percentofthe du?s were cr.'unch in global.markets, granted policiesin the field
inthelastIranian year thatended in March will allow India to continue oil p?lldm.to ebscrﬁwac;o;ntsmllnfila eight .countrlesll temhporary of tourism and
--1.9% higher thanayear earlier. purchases despite US sanctions. ° ttrlarélgn an :}?n the rematning le)xemfptlon; ;O a ov.vtht etm to creating facilities
The troub]ing newsis also confirmed bythe Washington hasalso granted an ls)(;nke Ineurosthroughanoverseas Br{isgr(;]r:nt I(i'arl;?arln (‘)/\1711 r(())(}lluc‘?if)lr}i for E.lttl'aCt.in:g and
World Health Organization -- ranking Iran exemption for India. Refiners such On lVia 8, US President Donald znd ex orts. eaked atg 8 million ea51.ng visit -of
as the 38th country with the world’s worst asIndian Oil Corp.and Mangalore ye p p : touriststoIran.

roads.

Earlier in the week, Traffic Police Chief
General Taqi Mehritold reporters, “Traffic
Police had to fight hard and long for
implementation of basicmotor vehicle safety
standards ... Only 30% of cars made in Iran
aresafe.”

Mehrilater told ISNA thatthe share ofroad
trafficmortalities caused by bad drivingand
violation of trafficrules can be reduced with
stricter penaltiesand heavierfines.“Thefines
should beincreased in order to make them
more effective,” Mehri said.

The higher fines have been drafted and
submitted to the governmentforapproval.
Furthermore, Traffic Police is poised to
enhanceits control network with the help of
new surveillance cameras.

As part of a project backed by the
Road Maintenance and Transportation
Organization, intercity roads will be
equipped with 4,000 new cameras. The
projectisfinanced by the Planand Budget
Organizationand is expected to be concluded

Refinery & Petrochemicals Ltd.
will make payments after the
mechanismis officially notified, the
peoplesaid.

SpreadingRisk

Also, paymentinto multiple escrow
accounts will reduce the risks of

Trump pulled his country out of
thenuclear deal known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), which was achieved in
Vienna in 2015 after years of
negotiationsamongIranand the
Group 5+1 (Russia, China, the US,

and 2.4 million barrels a day,
respectively,in the second quarter
ofthisyear,according to data from
OPECand the International Energy
Agency. That means exports have
fallen by onlyabout900,000 barrels
perday.

Iran: Participatory

Bonds Generate
$394min 7 Months

A report by the Central Bank of Iran
showsthatoutofatotal of 51 trillionrials
($504.9 million) worth of participatory
bonds, 39.8 trillionrials ($394 million)
were bought by investors in the first
seven months of the currentfiscal that
started in March.

Issuers were largely from the public
sector including the government,
which issued participatory bonds
via the Economy Ministry to finance

and Qomalsoissued bondsto fund urban
railroad infrastructure.

The provisional bond yields were 15%
per annum for government bonds
and 20% for municipality bonds with
maximum four-year maturities.

Data show that by the end of October,
government bonds amounted to 20
trillion rials ($198 million), equal to
39% ofallissued bonds, 17.8trillionrials
($176 million) of which were bought,
Financial Tribunereported.
Participatory bonds issued by
municipalities amounted to 31 trillion
rials ($306.9m) in the same period that

The CBI said bonds are issued by
municipalities mainly to complete urban
railroad projectsasrecommended inthe
2016-17 budget.

TM Leads the Pack

Tehran Municipality had thelion’s share
of bonds worth 7 trillion rials ($69.3
million) and 6 trillion rials ($59.4
million) for two of its subway lines (7
and 6). TM Bonds for Line 7 which were
issued atthe start of the new fiscal year
were sold in their entirety. However,
bondsissued for Line 6 had no buyers,
probably due to the fact that they were
issuedin Septemberand close to the time

Referring to the
measure taken
to boosttourism
cooperation
between Iran and
Spain, he said that
holding cultural
and civilizational
exhibitions
and Iranian
companies’
active presence
in the Tourism
Exhibition Fitur
in Madrid were
amongthem.

WTO chief, for
his part, hailed
Iran’s tourism
attractions,
saying that the
entity isready for
contributing to
development of

0 .

in five years and cost 10 trillion rials ($92 development projects. Municipalities ?ﬁf::;tjiiiagilgfr(;lﬁgrflal}ilszrzgsz'f; ‘(l)vc}}ciggge report was concluded (late the 1r_1dustr3.1.
million). from Tehran, Isfahan, Mashhad, Ahvaz, billi T ' Earlier in a
illion) were sold to buyers. meeting  with
the head of Iran
NO 111 m Solution: NO 110 U News | Cultural Heritage,
News Handicrafts
o and Tourism
7 91 EUUrgedtoPress USonAirbus Organization,
De]ivel’ies the issue of

powers.

But the US
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Iran has called on the European
Union to press US authorities
to allow the delivery of Airbus
passenger aircraft purchased

2015nuclear deal wasreached
between Iran and six major

Department revoked the
licenses of Boeingand France’s

Airbus to sell commercial
planes to Iran Air after US
President Donald Trump
pulled the United States out

OFAC (Office of Foreign Assets
Control) licenses for the
delivery of purchased Airbus
planes,” Iran Air Chief Executive
Farzaneh Sharafbafi was
quoted as saying by ISNA.

Treasury

establishing
handicrafts
academy as the
firstin the world

by Tehran.To upgrade its of the agreement in May was discussed.
aging fleet, Iran Air ordered and reimposed sanctions,

200 passengeraircraft—100 Reutersreported.“Our main =]
fromAirbus,80fr0mB0e?ng concernisbeingable to serve GOLD PRICE PER OUNCE
and 20 from Franco-Italian our passengers better ... We
turboprop maker ATR—aftera hope thatthe EU can get the 1,251.3%

Currency: IRR




however, added that
these talks should
be held without

Relations Committee, told.“That’s why the
Saudis had to compromise with the other
sideintalks,” he added.The cease-fire was

talks should further continue foraroadmap to
resolve theremainingissues.
**Iranbacks cease-fire

MP: Riyadhrealizedit
couldn’t win warin Yemen

=

Alawmaker saystherecent UN-negotiated reachedlastweekin Swedenduring peace ThelawmakeraddedthatlIranhasalways the interference
ISFAHAN cease-fire in the key portcity of Hodeidais talksbetween warring sides from Yemen'’s called for the stop of the bloodshed and of foreigners and
asign of Saudi Arabia’s failure in the region, Houthi movement and the former Saudi- condemnedmilitaryactionsinYementhatled domineeringpowers,
[\ A adding that the oil-kingdom had no other alliedregime.Hodeida, alifeline formillions  tokillingof civilians. areferencetothe US.

of Yemeni people, isthe entry pointfor mostof
the country’s commercial goods and vital aid.
The porthas seensome ofthe heaviest fighting
inthe four-year Saudi war on Yemen.Saffari
described the cease-fireas “anachievement”
forthe Yemen’'s Houthimovement, adding that

“Yemeni-Yemeni talks can finally lead to
apolitical understanding in the country,”
he added.Echoing that view, lawmaker
Hossein Naqavisaid “the Islamic Republic’s
policy on Yemen isrestoration of calmness
based through Yemeni-Yemeni talks.”He,

“Negotiations that are
handled by the US would not

yield any favorable results,” Nagavi said,
emphasizing that Iran believes the only
sustainable solutionin Yemenwould be talks
between the Yemeni groups.

optionbuttocometonegotiationtable.

“The Saudishaverealized thatthe continuation
of warand bloodshed would nothelp them
gainanything and that they cannot win this
war,” Morteza Saffari Harandi, a member of
Parliament National Security and Foreign
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Commander: Iran Enjoying Safe Border

N
NEWS

SCBOAep. with Afghanist
JCP(I)A ope;IS g a stan Iran to standardize Persian
newcoenannets ) reint'
t ith Iranian Border Guards Commander Brigadier F‘ Lal_lguage_lntlexams .

oengage wi General Qassem Rezayee hailed his country’s safe f Iram'an President Hassan Rouhamenactefi
Iran and secure borderline with Afghanistan, saying thebillalready passed by the Supreme Council

Iran nuclear deal has
created new channels
for engagement, High
Representative of the
European Union for
Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy Federica
Mogherinisaid.
Mogherini made the
remarks Tuesday
addressing a meeting
with members of EU
Non-proliferation
Consortium.

‘Thanks to the nuclear
deal, we now have new
channels to engage
in a constructive
manneras somerecent
developmentsin Yemen
have shownwithIranto
discussregionalissues
andtodiscussalsothe
security matters.
‘Withnonucleardealany
negotiations with Iran
would be much more
difficultnoteasier, she
noted.

‘Asthe European Union
we want to definitely
address Iran ballistic
missiles and we want
to address the arms
proliferation in the
region buttodo sowe
needthenucleardeal to
bepreserved, sheadded.
US President Trump
announced on May 8the
withdrawal from JCPOA,
what was followed
by other parties’
condemnation as well
asemphasistostayinthe
agreement.

UStoRegret
Its Behavior:
Iran’s Larijani
Iranian  Parliament
Speaker Ali Larijani
said the US would
notbeabletoreachits
objectivesregardingthe
sanctionsagainstIranif
the country’sassetsand
capabilitiesare tapped,
addingthatWashington
willregretitsbehavior.
Inthe eraof sanctions,
domesticcapacitiescan
bebetterused, Larijani
said in a speech on
Tuesday
HeaddedthatIranisrich
interms of manpower,
assets and wealth and
if they are tapped, the
objectives behind the

sanctionswould notbe
realized.
Larijani further

deplored how the US
administration treats
other countries, saying,
“Ibelieve the American
(officials) will regret
their behavior toward
Iran”.

prevalence of security in the region is indebted to
his forces’ preparedness and cooperation of the

Afghanbordertroops.

Commander of the
Iranian Border Guards
Brigadier General
Qassem Rezayee said
thatdrivingawedge and
creating division in the
Islamicworld isamong
theenemies’ major goals,
hence preserving unity
and solidarity is the
country’srealneed.
During the Tuesday
meeting with the
administrative council
in the city of Taybad
in Razavi Khorasan
Provinceinnortheastern
Iran, Brigadier General
Qassem Rezayee said,
“In a situation where
the United States and its
stooges seektoisolate
Islam and the Muslims,
we should convey the
message of Islam to the
world through unity.”
Henoted, “Asoursoldiers
and martyrs put their
livesontheline during
eight years of sacred
defense to elevate the
Islamic system and to
preserve the holyideals
of Imam Khomeini, the
borderguards defended

wounded veterans
had not sacrificed
themselves to defend
Iran’sborders, today we
would not have stable
security ontheborders,
hesaid.

General Rezayee added,
“All the shared borders
between Iran and
Afghanistan are safe
and the border guards
are defending our
lands and waters with
total preparednessand
authority”

He described as good
the performance of
Afghan border guards
during recent years
and added, “The
cooperation between
the two countries on the
borders has reduced
the amount of drug
smuggling into Iran,
however interactions
should be enhanced
so that we no longer
witness the presence of
drug smugglersacross
sharedborders.”
Hewentontosaylran’s
enemies should know
despite all their tricks

security as blessingand
a gift from the armed
forces tothe people of
Iran.

“The Iranians should
be aware the armed
forces” full presence
had given them the gift
of social, economicand
psychological security
and we all have aduty to
protectit,” he stressed.
Meeting Army Ground
Forces and the head
of Sunni and Shiite
tribes from some cities
in Razavi Khorasan
were among plans
of the Border Guard
Commander’s visit to
theborder city of Taybad
in Razavi Khorasan
Province.

Inarelated front, earlier
in mid-November,
Chairman ofthe Iranian
Parliament’s National
Security and Foreign

cooperation with Iraq
and Afghanistan in a
bid to pave the way
for enhancing trade
exchanges with those
countries.

“Ibelieve thatifsecurity
isestablished atborders
and the economy ofthese
regions booms, many of
the problems caused by
the US sanctions will be
resolved,” he said.

He also pointed to
the importance of
boosting trade ties
with Afghanistan, and
said under the current
circumstances, many
products that Iran
cannot import from
Europearenowavailable
through the neighboring
states.

A week before that,
General Rezayee
expressed his
satisfactionin thelevel
of cooperation in the
border security area

the country’s borders and conspiracies, Policy Commission
withtheirheartandsoul they cannotcause any Heshmatollah
and willnottakeevena probleminthecountry. Falahatpisheh
step back.” The commander called for widening
If the martyrs and the considered Iran’s border security
SPV maybe estab- Parliament’s National Security
. and Foreign Policy Commission
hshedataEuropean Morteza Saffari Natanzi told
judicialinstitution: Mehr News correspondent awayfromtheirdecision.
MP on Wednesday that European

A senior Iranian lawmaker
told MNA on Wed. about
a new proposal for the
activation of Iran-EU’s trade
mechanism, saying the SPV
may be established atajudicial
institutioninaEuropean country.
Chairman of the Iranian

countries are making a lot of
effortto putthe promised trade
mechanism, officially knownas
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV),in
place,addingthattheireffortsare
however undermined atevery
levelunderthe USpressure.

Hesaidtwocountrieshadearlier headded.

agreed to hostthe SPV,butthe
United States threatened their
bankand forced them to back

Saffari then noted thatanew
proposal has been made to
establish the SPV atajudicial
institutionina European country
sothatthe Americanswould be
unabletointervene.

“If this happens, the trade
mechanismwillbesooninplace,”

between Iran and the
neighboring countries,
including Turkey.

The trade mechanism is part
ofthe EU’s efforts to encourage
Iran to remain in the nuclear
deal following the unilateral
withdrawal of the US back in
May, by offering an alternative
paymentchannel tokeep trade
flowing with Iran in defiance
of US sanctions. According to
EU’sforeign policy chiefFederica
Mogherini, the mechanism will
come into effect by the end of
December.

of the Cultural Revolution as to organize
the international Persian Language exams.
Accordingtoareportbythe Supreme Council of
the Cultural Revolution on Wednesday, the bill
contains the followingarticles:

1.The guidelines and the standards of Standard
Persian Language Proficiency Test (AMFA)
willbe prepared by Saadi Foundation and the
Ministry of Science, Research and Technology
and willbe announced by the secretariat of the
Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution.
2.AMFA Testisheld as two types of ‘General’
and ‘Academic’. The Test will be given to foreign
applicants of Iranian universities.

3.Iranian universities can hold Persian
Language examsifneedbe.

Iranian nation never to bend to

pressure: Gen. Salami

IRGC Deputy Commander Brigadier General
Hossein Salamisaid Wed. thatthe Iranian na-
tion hasalways passed the difficulties through
patience, valor and sacrifice, and will never
bendto foreign pressure.Addressinga com-
memoration ceremony for the narrators of the
Iran-Iraqwar in Tehran, General Salami said,
“everynation hasasource ofinspiration,and
the source whichinspired our nation and built
its character was the sacred defense during
theimposed war.”"He said that today’s might
and honor ofthe Iranian nation againstthe US
owedtothebigtestofthesacred defenseinthe
war against Saddamin 1980-88. “Resistance
during the war taught us how to withstand the
global arrogancein the past40 years,” he said,
addingthat “the nation should follow the same
strategiesithad adopted duringthe eight-year
battle to prevent the enemies win the current
economicwar againstthe Islamic Republic.”“If
we move toward such source ofinspiration, the
victorywill be ours, justlike ithas always been
inthe past,” the general said.

Iranintelligence forces arrest

economicdisruptor with fake ID
Iranian Intelligence Minister Seyed Mahmoud
Alavisaid Wednesday thatan Iranian economic
disruptor who had fled the country, resettling
abroad, hasbeenarrested and returned to the
country.

Intelligence forces managed to arrest 'Shirin
N', guilty of embezzling over $ 800 billion from
oneof Iranian banks and fleeing abroad, Alavi
announced.

She had fled Iran with a fake identity and was
illegallyliving in one of the neighboring coun-
tries with a fake passportfor more thanayear,
henoted.

Alaviadded thatshe wasarrested and returned
home, thanks to the efforts made by [ranian
intelligence forces.

report

Leader's remarks on neighbors opening new chapter in Iran's forign policy: FM

Inamessage sentto aconferencein
the northeastern city of Mashad
on Wednesday, Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif highlighted
theimportance of Iran's forign policy

towardsits neighbors.

In the message to the confernce
dubbed 'ElaborationonlIran's Foreign
Policy towards Neighbors Focusing
Supreme Leader's Guidelines', Zarif
highlighted the leader's remarks
sayingthathis excellency has attached
special attention to the importance of

policy.

theissue.

neighboring countriesinIran's forign
g g g

Zarifreferred toaspeechdelivered
by theleader early this yearin which
Ayatollah Khameneiealaborated on

In parts of his speech, the leader
said, Territorial vastitude of our country
and adjacency to international open
watersare amongits potentials. We do
notuse them completely. One ofthe two
coasts of the Persian Gulfbelongs to
us. Major partofthe Oman Seais ours.

Wehave 15 neighbors whcihis a great
potential for our country.Iranislocated
inageographically sensitive place. Iran
isthejuncture of the eastand west,
north and south, which isimportant
geographically.’
Elsewhereinhismessage, Zarifsaid the
precisionandimportance oftheleader's
remarks on theissue of neighborsin
foreign policy has opened anew chapter
bothin practical policy and the field of
research.

The Mashad conferenceisthe second of

its
kind. The first was
heldin Tehranin April 2018, hosted by
Allameh Tabatabaee University.




Europe’s political support of JCPOA is not

enough: Araqchi

Deputy foreign minister, Abbas Araqchi, referring to the European
Union’s political supportfor the Iran nuclear deal, has described itas
“praiseworthy” and “valuable”, butnotsufficientonits own.

Duringhis meetings withanumber of Finnish officials in Helsinki, Araqchi
argued that European countries musttake operational steps to safeguard

the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action), according to an Iran Press

5000 Rials

report.In further remarks Araqchisaid "Iran haslived with sanctions foryears,and hasachieved

No.120

hursday,December 20,2018,

threats."

Headlines
Leader'sremarks
on nelgthI'S NEWS
openingnew
Chaptel'ill Iran's Switzerland
. . preparestolaunch
forign policy: F'M Tranpayments
channel

7
Concern Over High
Road Fatalitiesin

Yalda: Il:aman . a payments channel
celebration of winter that would be the first
solstice such mechanism to win

CALLTOPRAYERTIME IN ISFAHAN

Morning calltoprayer: againstTehran.

Switzerland is close to
launching aninitiative to
Iran let companies sell food,
@ medicine and medical
devices to Iran using

Washington’s approval
sinceitreimposedsanctions

Berne’s humanitarian

agreatdealundersanctions. Thelanguage of respect mustreplace the language of sanctions and

05:34:16 suppliesplan—whichisthe
Nooncalltoprayer: subjectofdelicate ongoing
12:00:53 talkswiththe USand Iran—
Eveningcalltoprayer: comesasleading EUpowers
17:20:19 hopewithinweekstosetupa
much-touted mechanismto

financebroadertrade with
1y Tehran.The simultaneous

1 MM?‘;‘""”—““.J efforts highlight the

5 o ..,.w-‘"'d transatlanticschism since

’;;;_j,_\.,‘ " President Donald Trump
) pulled out of a landmark
international nuclear deal

Y High:13°c
ay -

y -]
| | Low:0'c withIraninMay.

Istfahan home of creative girls

Announcingthe holding of the third "idea cup”

program in Navaee technical high school for

girls, the manager of the creativity and new

technologies center of Isfahan municipality

said, "The purpose of this planis creating a

positive space for girls to go into the society;

theirideaswill be shared in this plan.”

"Idea cup paves the way for entrepreneurship and
team activities, the mostimportant goal of this plan
isteaching cooperative works to people froman early
age," Mohammad Hossein Ghourchani said.

Pointing to theidea cups that were held earlier, he

noted, "in previous idea cups we assess the city
throughthe students' eyes,and took the advantages
ofthe outputsinsuchaway thatitspositive feedback
helped the Creativity House tohold anotherideacup,
especially for female students."

"Morethan 200 ideas of female students have been
presented inthethirdideacup. Ofthose, 140 ideas
haveregistered,and 15 ofthem have been separated
from otherideasintheinitial stage of the plan,” he
added.

"After choosing 15 ideas, training courses will be
held for students, and culture-building practices of
collaborative work will be taught to them. Finally, ten
bestideaswillbejudged duringa special program,
and prizeswillbe handed to the threebestideas," he
added.

Research papers of Isfahan
University on top

Director General for research affairs of Isfahan

University has announced an increase of

%15 in publishing papers of the university in

international journals.

“Accordingto theinstructions, itwas supposed to select
thebestresearcherofthe province;in comparisonto the
lastyear, theincreaseinthe number ofarticles making the
choiceharderthanever,” Mahdi Momenisaid.

“Therefore, it was agreed between Isfahan governor
council and the deputy minister of science thatIsfahan
can change thisapproach by considering the variety and
diversity of the universities and its scientific credit,” he

continued.

“Differenttask forcesin differentfields of humanities,
basicscience, engineering sciences, agriculture, art,
architecture and urbanization, medical science, research
centers, executive organizations,and students task force
were monitoredinorderto selectthe bestresearcher,”
henoted.

Announcing the holding of 19th exhibition of Research
Weekon 27 and 28 December coincidence with Sheikh
Bahaee festival, he said, “Coincides with this festival, 19th
festival of research scientists and technologists will be
celebratedinthe City Center”

“Thenumber ofpublishedresearcharticles ofengineering
and basicscience of Isfahan University hasincreased
by 22 percentandissued papersininvalid journalshas
decreased by 20 percent,”headded.

Saying thatthe statistics of domestic patents has been
enhanced by 10 percentin comparisonto thelastyear, he
said, “Isfahan University has provided 1,492 articles in
differentmajors thisyear”

Official Underlines Iran’s Self-
Reliance in Agricultural Industry

Iran has earned a near complete self-reliance in
agricultural industry, an official said, stressing
inefficiency of the US sanctions.“The sanctions have
failed to damage the agricultural field and our farmers
workmore efficiently thanbefore,” Head of the Center for
Mechanization of Iran’s Agriculture Kambiz Abbasi told
reportersinapressconference in Tehran on Wednesday.

Headded thatIran’s self-reliance in agriculture has
increasedto95%.

“Atpresent, mechanization playsa 35-percentrolein
boosting production of agricultural productsandithas
increased to 80% insome products,includingrice,” Abbasi
said.Thankstoitsrich soiland waterresources,Iranisable
toproduce mostofitsneedstoagricultural food.
Also,Iranjoined the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) in 1953.FAO officereopenedin
Tehranin 1992 afterthe 1979 IslamicRevolutionto help
the countryimprove the quality ofits products.

"The US governmenthasarecord full of
crimesagainsthumanity and violation of
humanrightsinand outside the country,”
Abbasisaid inaninterview with the state
TVonWednesday.

"Thereisno countryinthe world today that
hasbeenspared withalonglistofthe US
government'sinhumanbehaviorinthere,”
headded.

Abbasireferred tothe USdroneattackson
civiliansin Pakistan and Somaliaand the
dreaded prisonslike Guantanamoand Abu
Ghraiband other covertdetention centers
in other countries as some instances of
the USviolation ofhumanrights,and said,
"The US supportforthe Zionistregime
hasalso grown into one of Washington's
foreign policy principles since the
establishmentoftheregime."

Iran hasalways beenacritique of the US
violation ofhumanrightsand anti-humane
behavior with its nationals and foreign
nations.

InNovember, 2010, the Iranian Foreign
Ministryissued areporton the violation of
humanrights by the USinside and outside
its borders, and urged Washington to
signthe international conventions which
prohibitsuch crimes.

[t was stressed in the Foreign Ministry
reportthatthe United States, as a self-
proclaimed standard bearer of defense
forhumanrightsinthe world, had despite
the international community and the
UN demand, and even despite former
President Barack Obama's promise, not
shut down the Guantanamo and Abu
Ghraibhorrendous prisons.

It was stressed in the report that the
United States had notyetjoined the most

India to Pay Five Iranian Banks
for Oil Purchases: Report

Iran: No Country Safefrom US
Inhuman Behavior

Iranian Deputy Justice Minister for Human Rights
and International Affairs Mahmoud Abbasi blasted
the US for extensive violation of human rights, noting
that Washington hashurtall the world states with this

important convention related to the
economic, social and cultural rights that
was among the mostimportanthuman
rightsdocuments.

The Children's Rights Committee of the
United Nations, too, announced that
the United States had been one of the
greatest producers and distributors of
the world child pornography products,
while it is now one of the only two
countriesinthe world thathad notyet
joined the International Children's Rights
Convention.

On January 2014 ,27, Iran’s Basij
(Volunteer) Force released a
comprehensive reportonthe violation of
humanrights by the USinside the country
and abroad.

Thereportwasunveiled ina ceremony
participated by former Commander
ofIran's Basij Force Brigadier General
Mohammad Reza Naqdi, Esfandiari who
isalsothelieutenantcommander of Basij
Force, former Parliament's First Vice-
Speaker Hassan Aboutorabi Fard, Iranian
Judiciary Chief Sadeq Amoli Larijaniand a
number of Judiciary officials and experts.
Thereportreferred to different cases
of violation of human rights by the US,
including the executions, arbitrary
detentions, torture ofinmates, violation
of people’s privacy, violation of the rights
of the minorities, Muslims and native
Americans, racism and US President
Barack Obama’s opposition to the freedom
ofexpression.

President Obama promised thathe would
close Guantanamo Bay detention camp,
but met strong bipartisan opposition
from Congress, which passed laws to
prohibitdetainees from Guantanamo
beingimprisonedinthe US.

InJanuary 2018, President Donald Trump
signed an executive order to keep the
prison camp open indefinitely. In May
2018, the first prisoner was transferred
during Trump's term; thisreduced the
number ofinmates to 40.
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