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Attraction
T
The Ribat-i
Sharaf: One
of The Main
Caravanseraison
Silk Road

-
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Robat-i Sharaf is in
Razavi Khorasan
Province, northeast
of Iran, near Iran-
Turkmenistanborder.
Pick up Mashhad-
Sarakhs Road eastward;
therestplaceisaround
2hoursand 30 minutes
away from holy city of
Mashhad.

Robat-i Sharaf (also
Robat-e Sharaf), a
historical building
in northeast Iran,
was a caravanserai
on the road between
Nishapur (present-day
Neyshabur, Iran) and
Merv  (present-day
Mary, Turkmenistan).
As one of the main
caravanserais on Silk
Road, Robat-i Sharaf
datesbackto thereign
of Sultan Sanjar in
1154 (SeljukEra, 1037-
1194).

Unlike the wusual
caravanserais, used by
ordinary people, Robat-i
Sharafwasapalace-like
caravanserai used by
royalsaswell. Ithastwo
courtyards: The first
one for serving units
and keeping animals
and theinneryard for
accommodating of the
king, hiswivesand other
officials.

Robat-i Sharaf
Caravanserai,
referred toas Abgineh
Caravanserai in
historical texts, is an
eye-catchingbuilding
inthemiddle of desert,
built with brick and
plaster. Besides
accommodation units
and four terraces with
cruciformarchitecture
around each yard,
the caravanserai has
mosques, stalls and a
poolininneryard.

The caravanserai is a
greatworkofart. Seljuk
artistshave ornamented
the building with
stucco and bricklaying.
There is a variety of
bricklayingin all parts
of caravanserai. Robat-i
Sharafis famous asthe
‘museum of brickwork’
for different shapes
andinscriptions made
with and on brick.
There are also stucco
carvings with vegetal
and geometricpatterns
on top of two mihrabs
(alter) andterraces.
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Isfahan All Of1t's Wonderful

Mysteries

Alright the truth is I've been
contemplating whether I should
startthis series orno. Well, honestly
recently I am so busy with all the
moving and my classes thatl don’t
even have the time for shortblogs on
cafes,letaloneaseriesthisimportant
and this major. Well | know now I got
your attention, no one wants to miss
outonanythingimportant.Soyes
I'm going to write awhole blog series
onone ofthebestcitiesin the whole
world, and definitely my favorite
cityinall of Iran, Isfahan and all ofit’s
wonderful mysteries.

[told youaboutthis Persian saying before that
goeslike “Isfahan nesfe jahan” which roughly
translatestovisiting [sfahanislike visiting half
oftheworld allatonce, duetoit’simportance
andbeauty. canneither confirmnordeny that
statement, [ willleave the judgmenttoyouguys.
Butlam honestly so obsessed with Isfahan, if
Iever comebacktoliveinIranforgood, that’s
wherelwillberesiding, come find me. Anyways
[guessit'stime for you guys to see what'seven
inIsfahan thatmade me fallinlove withitso
much.

Now, the first place 'm going to start with is
one ofthe mostbeautiful squares youwill ever
witnessinyourlife.It'snotjustasquare, it’s
basicallyawhole complex,ithas many small
and big bazaars, mosques and many more
wonders. Let’s visit this place together. [ have
beento thissquare somany times over the past
fewyears;thelasttime wasabout9 monthsago
whenIwenttovisitmy cousinsinIsfahan.Thad
thebestpossibletimeandIcan’tbelieveldidn’t
startthisseriessooner.

The square is nowhere but “Meydane imam”
or “Meydane naghshejahan”, one ofthe most
spectacularsightsinall of [ran, you cannotmiss
outonit.Naghshejahan was the name that
was given toitbefore the revolutionand even
thoughitwasrenamed after the revolution
many still know it by this name. Anyhowlet’s
firstgetintohowon earth you canevengetto
[sfahaninthefirstplace.

Descriptionand experiences:

Wellthissquareisabout507 metersinlength.
[twasbuiltduring the “Safavid” dynasty, one
ofthe firstplacesinIrantobecome partofthe
UNESCO heritage sites. Well, you might think
why did the Safavid dynasty build such an
importantmonumental squarein Isfahanand
notanywhere else. Thereasonis thatIsfahan
used tobe the capital city of the Safavid dinasty.
The placeisn’t only composed ofasquare; it
has two mosques with the names of “Sheikh
Lotfollah” mosque and “Imam” mosque. I will
getintoboth ofthosein detail later. Thereis
also the “Ali ghapoo” palace, which s truly
marvelous and wonderful. The laststructure
I'mgoingto getintoisthe “Gheysarie” bazaar,
whichismy favorite place on earth. Allaround
the square there are about 200 small shops
whichare called “Hojre” in Persian, dedicated to
selling Persian craftsand handmade souvenirs.
I cantalk and talk about how beautiful and
enchanting this place is but the truthisno
words can'tdescribe theimpressive beauty of
thisplace.Itreally can’t, itis onlytobe seenand
feltby the heart.Iknow [ tend to exaggeratea
lotbutI'mreallynotexaggerating thistime.I'm
trulyinlove with this place, I don'tknowwhat
energyitcontainsbutitcontainsenough ofitfor
metokeep comingback for more.

Sheikh Lotfollahmosque

Now let’s take alook at “Sheikh Lotfollah”
mosque, one of the mosthistorical and well
known mosquesinall of [ran. This mosque
wasalsobuiltduringthe Safavid dynastyand s
considered one ofthe mostimportant parts of
thewhole Naghshejahan complex. Backthenit
tookabout 16 yearstobuild thismosque, which
istruly specialin terms ofits architecture. The
Safavid dynasty was averyreligious dynasty.
Hence, they gave alotofimportance to [slam
and specially the shiatradition. Therefore, the
mosque was builtinside the complex, for the
use of the royal family and Sheikh Lotfollah
himself.

Thetileworksinthismosqueare outstanding;
basically they are the main reason as to why
thismosqueis consideredaworkofart. Seeand
judge foryourself,'mnotgoing to say anything
more.

Imammosque

Now thisisthe mostimportantmosqueinall
ofIsfahan, itisalso knownasthe symbol of the
Naghshejahan. [twas previously knownasthe

Shahmosque,butwaslaterrenamed.lhonestly
preferthismosque to the other one, l always
like tojuststare atitfromadistance,admire
thebeauty ofit,admire the dedication of those
architects puttingall of theirheartand soulinto
making somethingthisbeautiful. Inmyopinion
thisis whatit'slike to travel, tolook through
whatisrightin frontofyou, tounderstand a
culture justbylooking at their sights. Think
aboutit,youknowI'mright.

Thismosque wasalso builtbythe same dynasty,
itislocated onthe south partofthe squareand
[willleave thejudgmentregardingit's beauty
toyouall. The architecture of this mosqueis
truly astoundingand extremely complicated, I
stilldon’t fullyunderstanditafterall thiswhile.
I'mnotgoingto covereveryaspect, let’sleave
somemystery. ButI'mgoingto tell you guysone
lastthingto blow your mind. Youallknowwhat
sound echois, right? Okay so, under one of the
domes,asyouwalkyou canhearyourownsteps
echo,you canhearyourownvoicebounceback.
Justimagine thatmanyyearsago,howdid they
come up with this? Itistrulyamazing.[,asI'm
sure many other visitors through atthe years
have, madelots of weird noises to hear my own
echo,youknow, child's play.

The Imam mosque.

Manyresearchers have researched and found
outastowhyyoursound echoes as youwalkby
towardsthe center ofthe dome,and thereason
israther complicated and muy scientific so
I'mnot going to getintoit. Justunderstand
howimportantand unique thissortof Persian
architectureis.

Alighapoo palace

Iwouldn’tsay thisismuch ofapalace anymore,
butitis stillabeautiful sightnone theless. It
hasabout6levelsand 48 meter ofheight. Ali
ghapoohasamusicroom on one of it's upper
floors. When I visited itabout 9 months ago
itwas under renovation, soldidn’'t getto go
up and see the musicroom. The decorations
insidethisroomareveryfamous, duetoit’stile
works, the tiles contain seven different colors,
justimagine.

The staircases themselves are aworkofart,
thetiles of blue and the designs make you feel
bad thatyou have to step onthem forreal. This
staircase belowwasactually made for theking,
so only the royal family used this one and the
non-royals had to use the other staircases.

NEWS

Iran witnesses risein trips

The tourism deputy of Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts, and Tourism organization
announced thatinthe first7 months ofthe year,
4,704,509 departure travelsin comparison to
4,739,413 arrival trips have beenregistered;
this statisticsindicate the balance 0f 34,904
positive trips.

Lastyear,abalance of-2,275,623 trips have
beenregistered for 3,006,558 arrival against
5,282,181 departure travels. Also, in the first
sevenmonthsin 2016, there were 3,120,378
arrival trips in comparison to 4,320,949
departure ones; inthatperiod of time the travel
balance ofthe countrywas-1,200,571.

After 35 years, the tourism balance of the
country became positivein 2014 for the first
time. Duringthattime, for 1,417,000 peopleleft
the country, 1,497,000 people came to Iran; this
figuresshowed thatarrival journeysare more
thandeparture ones forabout80,000.

One ofthereasons of positive tourism balance
ofthe countryistherisein exchangerateand
thelow costsoftravelingto Iran.

WHERETO STAY

Kaveh Hotel: Quite
Economical For Stay

Have you chosen Isfahan as your next
vacation destination? Then you mightbe
looking for a hotel to stay at. The 2-star
Kaveh Hotelis quite economical for a stay.
Moreover,itisinaclose distance to many
touristattractions of the city. However, it
is 25 kilometers far from Shahid Beheshti
International Airport.

Isfahan is an ancient city of culture
and civilization. There are numerous
architectural and historical monuments.
Therefore, make sure to stay long enough
tovisitthemall. Atigh Jameh Mosque, Vank
Cathedral, Khaju Bridge, Monar Jonban,
Music Museum and many others areamong
the mostvisited. Moreover, ifyou are curious
aboutvisiting the historical palaces, you
have three choices; Ali Qapu, Chehel Sotoun,
and Hasht Behesht. Furthermore, you
canvisitsome natural sites like Nazhvan
Park, Birds Garden, and Flowers Garden.
Inaddition, the bridges over Zayandehrud
River are too magnificent to be out of your
list.

Ifyou are a family traveling to Isfahan, we
have agood news foryou! Kaveh Hotel is kid-
friendly. Hence, kids under 4 years of age are
free of charges.In addition, children within
theagerange of 4 to 8 have a50% discount.
But, thisis only applicable in case they do
notuse the hotel services. Furthermore,
thereare some general amenities thatKaveh
Hotel providesits guests with. Thereisa
lobby, parking, elevator, safe box, luggage
storage, fire escape, danger alarm, and taxi
service. Thereisalsoa24-hourreception
andlaundry.

The facilities of the rooms of Kaveh Hotel
area TV, telephone, WiFi, and refrigerator.
Moreover, there is an air-conditioning
system, bathroom, local and western
toilets. In addition, Kaveh Hotel is B&B.
Hence, itincludes breakfast. Furthermore,
recharging of your electric devicesis also
possible. There is also a 24-hour room
service.




Iran Starts Going Independent

in Railway Production by
Degasification of VI) Steel

Iran succeeded in degasification of VD steel and conducted
the necessary tests on the product to pave the ground for the
production ofingotsneeded inrailway industryatIsfahan Steel

Company.

“Production of the needed ingot to produce different types of
railwaysin the country, including (U33), (UIC54), (U49) and
(UIC60) has been made possible at Isfahan Steel Company
by setting up a unit to degasify the VD steel, which means
thatall railway production phases could now be done fully

NEWS

PRTC Building s Catalyst
Production Plants

The CEO of the Petrochemical Research and
Technology Company (PRTC) said his company
was building plants for the production of five
catalysts used in the petrochemical industries.
According to National Petrochemical Company
(NPC), AliPajouhan said PRTChad signed 13 deals
for commercialization of its products which also
included catalyst production deals.He underlined
the eye-catching support of NPC for PRTC and
protectionism,adding PRTCachievements were
applied and functional in the industry but took
some time to become profitable.Pajouhan further
added that PRTCwas planningtolaunch 5 catalyst
production plants which would come on-stream by
thenexttwoyears.

2ndTopside of South Pars
Phase 13 Installed

The second offshore topside of South Pars Phase
13 projecthasbeen successfullyinstalled in the
Persian Gulf.According to Pars Oiland Gas Company
(POGC), the structure was installed only one week
afterthe first one was successfully installed at its
designated spot.Operator of South Pars Phase 13
Project Payam Motamed said once the two topsides
become operational bylateJanuary or early February
2019, production ofabillion cubicfeetper day (or 28
mcm/d) of sour gas from the phase will begin.Phase
13 entails 38 offshore wells and islocated in the
northwestern partofthejoint South Pars gas field.
Iransharesthefield with Qatar.

NIOCto Award Exploration

Projectsto Iranian E, Ps

A senior official with the National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) said the company would entrust
exploration projects foroiland gas fields to domestic
exploration and production (E&P) companies.
Director of Exploration Affairs at NIOC Seyyed
Saleh Hendi said plans were underway to award
exploration projects to domestic E&P companies
now thatthe US was exerting pressure on foreign
companies to operate in Iran.“At least three
explorationblocswillbeawarded to domestic firms
inthenear future,” the official said.

Addressing a press conference on Tuesday, Mr.
Hendisaid NIOC presented 14 exploration blocs to
domesticand international companies duringthe
Tehran Oil Show in May.“Despite the fact thatthe
blocswere presented toinvestorsinordertoabsorb
directinvestments, we have decided toaward themto
domesticcompanies givenimposition of USsanctions
onlran’soilindustry,’hesaid.Healsostated thatthree
or fourblocs would be awarded to domesticfirmsin
the coming months.The official also confirmed that
newdiscoverieshadbeenmadeinoiland gasfieldsin
Iran,butrefrained fromannouncingany figuresinthis
regard,sayingannouncementofsuch figureswasonly
up tothe Iranian Minister of Petroleum.

NO 110

Yazdizadehwrotein aletterlate last month.

Headded thatimported ingots were so far used to produce
U33 and UIC60 railways in Isfahan Steel Company but the VD
unit will pave the way for indigenized manufacturing of the
productbased onrelevantstandards,as exports of metal ignots
including steel products, have come under the US sanctions

recently.

oftheindustry sectorstobe directly affected.

Car Prices Double!

Iran Consumer and Producer Protection
Organization (CPPO) and local automotive
companies havereached anagreementto jackup
factory prices between %130-50.

Afteralongfracas, the CPPO and
major carmakers Iran Khodroand
SAIPA, havereached anagreement
thatsays car prices atthe factory
that currently cost under 450
million rials ($4,360) will jump
between 50-130%, informed
sources told the Persian-language
economicnewspaper Donya-e-
Eqtesad, asister publication of the
Financial Tribune.

Accordingto pricesintroduced by
the Industries Ministry, cars made
orassembledinsidethe countryare
categorized into two price groups:
under 450 million rials ($4,360)
andabove.

Prices of cars under the
450-million-rial threshold will
be setbyagovernmenttask force
led by the CPPO, and another
state body, the Market Regulatory
Authority, an ad hoc committee,
created to check inflation and
price gauging, Financial Tribune
reported.

For the rest of the vehicles,
companiesarenow allowed by the
governmentto setfactory prices
5% lowerthanthemarketprice-- a
move thathas created muchrancor
among the common people and
thosethathadbeenplanningto buy
anew (orsecond-hand) car.

The new factory prices have been
sent to the Market Regulatory
Authority for finalapproval and the
higher prices willbe made publicin
the comingdays.

Ifthe MRA agreestothenew prices,

Iran major component
ofglobal transit

corridors: Official

The head of Iran Ports and Maritime
Organization says Iran has a key, fixed,
and stabilized position in global transit
corridors.

Mohammad Rastad made the
remarksin the opening ceremony of
the 20th Iran International Maritime
& Offshore Technologies Exhibition
(IRANIMEX2018) in the Kish
International Exhibition CenterinIran’s
southernisland on Tuesday.

domestically,” Managing-Director of Isfahan Steel Company

OnAugust 7, the governmentofthe United Statesre-imposed its
economicsanctionsagainstlran, with the steeltrade being one

The sanctions were intended to prohibitstatesand companies
which deal with the US from trading with Iran in any steel

The firstmeeting of Coordination Council
of Agreement on the establishment of
Iran-Afghanistan-India transitcorridor
washeld on October 23. Its firststrategic
committee to be held next week in
order to discuss the corridor in the
southeastern Port City of Chabahar and
explore ways to expand the capacities
of the country and Chabahar in the
international transit, he said.

He added thatbythe container terminal
of Shahid Rajaei Portin Bandar Abbasin
southern Iran with the total investment
of 124 million euros willbe openedin the

Solution: NO 109

and finished steel.

carsand aircraft.

products, including semi-finished

They were also intended to
prevent Iran from using the
US currency, and to throttle
the trade of such metals and
minerals as gold, aluminum,
coal and graphite to the Middle
Eastern country, and to prohibitsales

Thelifting of an earlier regime of similarinternational sanctions

exporters.

in2015allowed Iran to become one of the world’s major steel

the cheapestcarinlran (SAIPA’s
Pride) would cost 345 millionrials
($3,350).

State Support

On Sunday, the Industries Minister
Reza Rahmani told the state-
owned broadcaster, “Output
of domestic car companies has
fallen due tolack of funds. In talks
with First Vice President Es’haq
Jahangiriitwas decided that we
addressthisissue.”

Duringthe firsthalfofthe current
fiscal which started in March, local
automotive companies produced
582,747 cars and commercial
vehicles--a15.1% year-on-year
decline.

Seemingly the steep price
increases are part and parcel
of the government policy to
“address theissue” and protect
the dysfunctionallocal car-making
industry notorious for low quality
and high prices.

Rahmani repeated his earlier
stance aboutthe new factory prices
thatwere above 450 million rials.
“Companies have been allowed
by the government to set factory
prices 5% lower than the market
price.”

Later, deputy industries minister
Farshad Moghimi told Fars News
Agency that the government is
poised tointroduce “a package for
preserving the auto industry.”

The package will include forex
allocation forauto partsimports
and other financial support.

IKCO First

Taking thelead, IKCO is the first
company to introduce new
prices. Last week, the company
increased factory prices of three
modelsincluding vehicles based
onPeugeot405 and RenaultLogan.
The company raised the price ofa
face-lifted version of Peugeot405
with automatic gearbox, locally
known as Peugeot Pars, from 540
million rials ($5,250) to 83 million
rials ($8,050),awhopping 54%
increase.

Factory price ofa pickup based on
Renault Logan, called Tondar in
Iranalmostdoubled reaching 770
million rials ($6,870) from 390
millionrials ($3,480).

The state-affiliated firm also
increased the price ofthe Chinese-
derived pickup Arisan from 310
millionrials ($2,760) to 360 million
rials ($3,220).

upcomingdays.

Rastad said thatincreasing the maritime
access of Iran’s southern ports of Shahid
Rajaei,Imam Khomeiniand Bushehrare
among the government’s priorities.

The deputy minster of Road and Urban
Developmentalso stressed thatIran’s oil
transithas grown by five percentduring
the first eight months of the current
Iranian calendar year (beginning on
March21,2018).

The sanctions imposed against Iran
could notslow down the country’s pace
of expanding international maritime
activities,headded that
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Tar exports
exceed 2mn
tonsinS

months

Iran exported
2.381milliontons
oftarworth $561
million during
the eight months
of the current
fiscal (March
21- Nov. 21), a
senior official the
Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration
(IRICA) said on
Tuesday.
According to
Alireza Dashtani,
customsinspector
of the southern
Hormozgan
province, the
figure indicates
16% growth in
value and 7%
declineintonnage
in comparison
with the similar
period oflastyear.
Last year’s tar
exports during
the corresponding
time span stood
at 2.573 million
tons worth $483
million.

The official noted
that Hormozgan
province, due
to its strategic
position and
proximity to the
Persian Gulfand
free waters, plays
asignificantrole
in the country’s

tarproductionand
exports.

According to
Dashtani, the
province’s tar
exports during

the eight-month
period reached
1.23 million
tons worth $418
million.

Iran producers
closeto 5 million
tons of tar per
year, of which
some 3 million
are exported to
over 25 countries,
including Persian
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NPC Chief'Stresses Production of

Strategic Items

The CEO of the National
Petrochemical Company
(NPC) underlined the
significance of producing
strategic petrochemical
productsinordertoreduce
imports dramatically.
According to NPC, Behzad
Mohammadi, during a
meeting with executives
from the Persian Gulf
Petrochemical Industries
Company (PGPIC), said
NPC played the role of a
monitor orsupervisorin the
petrochemical sector after

the industry was privatized
inlran.

He said the development of
the sector required macro-
planningwith aview onglobal
petrochemical developments.
Mr. Mohammadi said Iran
enjoyed only 0.6 percent of
the world’s petrochemical
marketsharewhichindicated
a lot needed to be done
domestically in the field.
Thisiswhile, headded, China
enjoys a 40% share in the
petrochemical market ofthe
world.

Gulflittoral states,
East Africa, as
well as East Asian
countries such
as China and
India.
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The Iranian officials have in different
occasions stressed the defensive nature of
the country's missile program, dismissing are because
the western states'allegations. of their
Inrelevantremarks on Sunday, Defense despair. But
Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami we do know
said the US was using Iran's missile very  well
program as a pretext to pressure and that we can
weaken Tehran as Washingtonhad been never neglect

on Tuesday.

He underlined the deterrent and
defensive nature of Iran's missiles, and
said unfortunately, the "West parrots his
concerns"aboutthe Iranian missiles.

His remarks came after Netanyahu said
thatthe regime was developing “offensive
missiles” cable of hittinganywhere across
theregion,alludingtoIran.

pressures  on
Iran's missiles

Zarif Blasts Western
States for "Parroting”

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zariflashed outatthe western states for
following Israeli Prime Minister's suitin
raisingbaselessallegations againstIran's
missile program.

"First, Netanyahu stands nextto anuclear
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December 192018, No.L19 borrllb- pl-ant and threatens Iran with Healso clairpe@thatlsraeliagents continu,e disappointed atthe military optionagainst the defense power \
: — annihilation. Now, he openlyboastsabout tooperateinside Iranas partoflsrael’s Iran. even forone moment,
. ﬁ o his 'offensive'_missiles that can reach effortsto thwart what he ca.llled as t.he "'.I‘oday,. the en.e.mies have grown F}eneralHatamisaid,addressingaforum
: anywhere," Zarif wrote on his twitterpage nuclearambitionsofthelslamicrepublic. ~ disappointed atmilitary threatsandtheir inTehran.
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e Iran’s Judiciary Chief: US Coalition against N

UNGA

Terrorists Ridiculous

passes Iransees nolimit to marine
pOhtlcally' IranianJudiciary Chief Sadeq Amoli Larijani played development: Ilihanza(l.l
driven anti- down the USallegations on setting up a coalition Commander of Iranian Navy said thatIran sees
I . againstterroristgroupsin the Middle Eastregion, nolimits to its marine developments and that
ranian and said Washington’s supportfor the ISIL terrorists the cou'ntry hasreached the peak ofits defensive
resolution isevident. authority. _ _
~ Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi made the
Withthe USand Israel’s remarks on Tuesday, onthesideline of Iran Marine
attempts, the United “TheUS’ claimsonforming  the Americans,” a senior Industries International Exhibition, underwayin

Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) passed
aCanadian-drafted anti-
Iranian resolution on
Monday evening (local
time).

The resolution had
alreadybeenpassedinthe
Third Committee of the
United Nations General
Assembly.

The Third Committee,
officially known as
the Social, Cultural,
and Humanitarian
Committee,is one of the
sixmain committees at
the UNGA, which deals
with human rights,
humanitarian affairsand
socialmatters.
Iran’srepresentative at
the UN Eshaq Al Habib
said the resolution is
politically-driven and
urgedthe UNGAmembers
toopposeitsothathuman
rights is not used as a
politicaltoolagainstother
countries.

Giving the same
comments, the Russian
envoyatthe UN disagreed
withtheresolution,and
addedthattheresolution
againstSyria, North Korea
and Myanmar was also
politically motivated and
haddoublestandards.
When the resolution
passed in the Third
Committee on Sunday,
spokesman ofthe Foreign
Ministry of Iran Bahram
Qasemisaid, ‘Exploiting
the human rights
and the international
mechanisms by some
Western countries, the
child-killing  Zionist
regimeoflsrael,andsome
reactionary regimes in
the region is strongly
condemned!

Qasemi said, ‘The
resolution hasignored
therealitiesof [ranand s
selective, discriminatory,
malicious,and politically
motivated’

acoalitionagainstterrorist
groups are ridiculous
becauseithastrained and
equippedterroristgroups,
specially the ISIL,” Amoli
Larijani said on Monday,
addressing a meeting of
high-ranking judiciary
officialsin Tehran.

He underlined that the
western countriesarestuck
inaparadox,andsaid, “On
the one hand they claim
fighting terrorism while
ontheothertheyhostand
support some terrorist
groups.”

Senior Iraqi security
sourceslashed outatthe
USanditsregional allies
for supporting Takfiri
terroristsinlraqg,and said
thatWashingtonisthemain
causeof ISIL'ssurvivalinhis

country.
“We have compelling
evidence that a US

helicopterlandedin Albu
Arim palms of Fallujah city
totakeoutthelSILleaders
who werein contact with

Iraqi security official,
speaking on the condition
ofanonymity, told FNA.

He noted that other US
aircraft were flying over
the region to protect
the airplane which was
boardingthelISILleaders,
adding, “The US took out
thelSILleadersinorderto
rescue them from possible
attacks by theIraqi Army
andsecurityforces.”

In relevant remarks in
October, Spokesman of
Iraq’s Kata’'ib Hezbollah
(Hezbollah Battalions)
popular forces Jafar al-
Hosseini disclosing that
capturedISILleadershave
acknowledged receiving
logistical backup and
intelligence supportfrom
theUS.

“As the ISIL commanders
capturedin Iraqi popular
forces’ recent military
operationshave confessed,
the US supports for the
terrorist groups are not
limited to the dispatch

oflogistical support,” Al-
Hosseinitold FNA.
Hereiterated thatthe US
hasprovided the ISIL with
intelligence about the
Iraqiforces’ positionsand
targets.
“ISILcommanders trusted
the US officials who had
assured them that the
Iraqi forces would not
attack Fallujah because
the UShad urged thelIraqi
government to prevent
the popular forces from
entering Fallujah and raid
Beiji instead; hence the
terroristsleft Fallujah for
Beijitostayonthealertin
there,” Al-Hosseiniadded.
Al-Hosseinihadalsostated
on Wednesday that his
forces plantowinbackthe
city of Ramadi only after
expelling the American

forcesfrom Anbarprovince.
“Our forces have two
operations underway;
firstseizing Ramadi from
ISIL and second keeping
away the American forces
from Anbar province,” al-
Hosseinitold FNA.

He wunderlined that
preventing the US forces
from getting close to
Anbar province will
expedite operations for
winningbackthe province,
specially after the military
operationsin Salahuddin
province that led to the
liberation of the city of
Beiji.Iraqiofficialshave on
differentoccasionsblasted
the US and its allies for
supplying the ISILin Syria
witharmsandammunition
underthepretextoffighting
the Takfiriterroristgroup.

Seni()['l oall f?ido{lTueSC}llay- . trat
ran’s unchanging strategy
MP.AggI'ESSOI'S hasincluded Yemeni-Yemeni
Should Leave talksbecause I believe thatthe
YemenforSuccessof Yemeni people (themselves)
should decide for their country,”
StockholmTalks

A senior Iranian legislator
underlined the need for the
withdrawal of the Saudi-led
coalition from Yemen to help
successoftherecentagreements
made for the ceasefire in
Hudaydah portcity.

“Wewelcometheunderstanding
and agreementon Yemen and
think that good steps have
beentakento thisend,” Seyed
Hossein Naqavi Hosseini, a
senior member of the Iranian
parliament’s National Security
and Foreign Policy Commission,

headded.

Naqgavi Hosseini,meantime, said
thatthetalksandagreementscan
be successful when aggressors
and hegemonic power leave
Yemenand stopmeddlinginthe
country’saffairs.
Stockholmhosted consultations
onsettlingthe conflictin Yemen
from December 6 through
13.The parties, which met for
the first time over that past
30 months, have signed an
agreementonprisonerexchange
and exchanged lists of prisoners
subjecttothe swap. The process

is expected to be over before
January 20,2019, ifthereareno
more disagreements between
the parties.Apartfrom that, the
pro-Mansur Hadiforcesand the
Ansarullahmovementreached
an agreement on cessation
of hostilities in the port of
Hudaydah. However they failed
toreachaccord onissues ofthe
operationoftheairportinSanaa
and consolidation ofthe national
bank.

Saudi Arabia and some of its
allies, including the United
Arab Emirates, Morocco, and
Sudan, launched a brutal war
againstYemeninMarch2015in
anattempttoreinstall Yemen's
former president Abd Rabbuh
Mansur Hadi.
Theaggressioninitially consisted

of a bombing campaign but
was later coupled with anaval
blockade and the deployment of
ground forces to Yemen. Around
20,000 peoplehavediedsincethe
war began, says Yemen's Health
Ministry.

TheSaudi-led warhasalsotaken
a heavy toll on the country’s
infrastructure, destroying
hospitals,schools,and factories.
The United Nations (UN) has
said thatarecord 22.2 million
Yemenisareindire need offood,
including8.4 million threatened
byseverehunger.

Despite Riyadh’s claims that
it is bombing the positions
of the Ansarullah fighters,
Saudibombers are flattening
residential areas and civilian
infrastructures.

report

KishIsland.

“We have no limitations for developingin seas.
And thanks to the Islamic Revolutionand clever
advice ofthe Leader [ofIslamic Revolution] we
havereached the crest of defensive authority and
development.”

Asked about plansto combat US sanctions, the
commander noted thatIran’s defense sector has
been faced with the most severe sanctions from
thebeginning of the Islamic Revolution, adding,
“thisisnotanewissueforus.”

Enemies were after limiting Iran’s access to
waters by imposing sanctions but the Iranian
Navy managed to produce state of the art
equipmentand nowithasapresenceinoceans,
he highlighted. “I can say with certainty that the
enemy hasnotbeenabletoattainits goal.”

Ex-Iranian FM: US Ruling S.
Arabia

Former Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed Kamal
Kharrazi blasted Riyadh for pursuing policies
againsttheregional states, saying that Washing-
tonistherealrulerof SaudiArabia.

“Peoplelike (US President Donald) Trump and
Mohammed bin Salman (the Saudi crown prince)
arenotthere for good; there happen many devel-
opments and we should keep the hope that offi-
cialsoftheregional states, including Saudi Arabia,
would cometo their sensesand approach talksin
future,” Kharrazitold FNA on Tuesday.

He alsoreferred to Trump’s remarks who had
described the countries with lucrative arms con-
tracts with Washington, like Riyadh, as “milking
cows”, andsaid, “Atpresent, the USis ruling Saudi
Arabia.”

Before his presidency, Trump described Saudi
Arabia as “amilk cow” which would be slaugh-
tered whenits milkruns out.

Also, in September, Trump called on Riyadh toin-
creaseits military spending, with an eye on more
weaponssaleto the “rich” kingdom.

Speakingata campaignrallyin West Virginia, the
USpresidentstressed thathe had complained that
Washington was not getting whatitshould from
SaudiArabiaduringa phone conversation with
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Middle East
News.Trump said he had told King Salman that
Riyadh has “trillions of dollars” and could pay its
militarybills.

“Ilove Saudi Arabia. They are great, King Salman, [
spokewith him thismorning.Isaid, king, you have
gottrillions of dollars. Without us, who knows
what’sgoingto happen.... With ustheyare totally
safe. Butwe don’'t get what we should be getting,’
he stated.

He added, ‘Such US Envoy: We're No Longer Seeking Regime Change in Syria
procedures will blunt

the international The United States saiditisnolonger seeking “We want to see a regime that is that disaster unless we have some kind
trust to international tounseatSyrian President Basharal-Assad, fundamentally different. It’s notregime of idea that the government is ready to
mechanisms and backtracking on the once strict regime change — we're not trying to get rid of compromise,” he stressed.

question the efficacy in change policy that Washington insisted on, Assad,”headded. He also acknowledged that Washington
thecriticalmoments.

butwhich has evidently failed to putinto
effect.

Speaking on Monday at the Atlantic
Council, a Washington-based think tank,
the US Special Representative for Syria
Engagement James Jeffrey stated that
Washingtonisnotlooking fora “regime
change”in Syria, butrather a “different”
government, presstvreported.

Jeffrey further estimated that Syrianeeds
400-300$ billion for reconstruction, saying
Western countries and international
financial institutions would not commit
fundstorebuild the war-torn state unless
thereisacompromise onthe partofthe
Damascus government.

“Thereisastrongreadinessonthe partof
Western nations not to ante up money for

may notfind anally anytime soonin Syria,
saying, “Itdoesn’thavetobearegime thatwe
Americanswould embraceas, say, qualifying
tojointhe European Unionifthe European
Unionwould take Middle Eastern countries”.
TheUShaslongbeenaccused of providing
safe passage and logistical supportto the
Takfiriterrorists, who have fighting to topple
the Assad governmentsince early 2011.

‘Inourview, the Universal
PeriodicReview (UPR)is
theappropriateuniversal
body for evaluating
humanrightsincountries,
which assesses the
humanrights conditions
withoutdiscrimination.

Washington
hasonmanyoccasionsargued
with vehemence that peace in the country
wasinconceivableaslongas Assad remained
inpower.



the city councilin northern Tehran (districttwo).

5000 Rials

Tehran Launches New Smart Bike Service

Tehran’s municipality, in a bid to spread the etiquette for clean
transportation, unveiled 300 new smartbicycles on Tuesday to be
used by the citizens.300 smartbicycles were unveiled on Tuesdayina
ceremony attended by Tehran's Mayor Pirouz Hanachiand members of

Onthesidelines of the ceremony, mayor of district two Rasool Keshtpour
told reporterstenshared bicycle stations have been determined around the
regionand inthefirstphase 300 bicycles will be available for citizens to use.

Hereferred to citizens' enthusiasm to use smartbicycles, adding efforts will be made to run the

Wednsday,December 19,2018,
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Eveningcalltoprayer:
17:17:49

systemin other districts as well.Keshtpournoted the bicycles, equipped with a tracking system,

|SFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

Irantohosttwo
Intl. health tourism

conferencesin
2019

Iran is set to host two
international conferences
on medical tourism in
2019, asenior official at
the Ministry ofHealthand
Medical Educationsaid.

Mohammad Jahangiri,
head of International
Healthcare Association,
said on Tuesday that
the “5th Conference
on Health Tourism in
Islamic Countries” and
the “2nd Conference
and Exhibition of

Health Tourism for
Economic Cooperation

Organization (ECO)

countries”willbeheldin
[rannextyear.

The second edition

of health tourism

conference by ECO

1 High:l3°c countrieswillbeheldin

Y ! the northwestern city of

Low:-2°c Ardebil, after fiveyears.

1100 tons of dried fruit, nuts exported from Isfahan

Saying thatdried fruitand nuts exports from

Isfahan have been 1922 tons in last year,

Isfahan's Business Development Manager of

Agriculture Jihad organization noted, "dried

fruitand nuts exportinlast seven months was
1100tonsthatisalmostequaltoitstotal export
in96".

Dried fruitand nuts exported from this province
was equal toits total exportin 96, and currency
fluctuations was the only reason forincreasingin
the export, Farhad Haji Moradi said.Noting that
dried fruitexportincludes almonds, pistachio,
pistachioslice, dried fruit, date, and freshand dried
figs,headded, "exportdestinations countries that
importdried fruitfrom Isfahan province are Sweden,
Germany, Pakistan, Emirates, India, Malaysia,

Kuwait, Kazakhstan, Australia, Belgium and New
Zealand".

Pointing to the issues resulted from climate
changes, healsoadded, "latelastyear, the climate
conditionsin Isfahan province was in such a way
thatfertilization of pistachio treeswas notpossible;
the untimely heatand cold resulted in significantly
decreasing of pistachio cropsin this province.
Saying that throughout the entire country, only
pistachio trees in Semnan fructified this year and
this amount of pistachio was not enough even
for domestic consumption, [sfahan's Business
Development Manager of Agriculture Jihad added,"
dried fruitimportsto Iran hasbeen prohibited, and
ifthereisanyimport,itisassumedtobe contraband;
so,importation cannotbe offered as a solution for
regulating dried fruitmarket".
"Anotherreasonforincreasingthe priceiseconomic
fluctuations that pistachio is no exception in this
regard", he continued.

Iran Says New Oil, Gas
Reserves Found

New oil and gas reserves have been discovered

in Iran since lastyear, Head of Exploration at

the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) Seyed

Saleh Hendi said, adding that the recently re-

imposed US sanctions have had no effects on

exploration operations.

“We are working in three areas of exploration of new
fields, newreservoirs, and increasing the volume of
already discovered fields, and we have achieved good
resultsin all three sectors.” Head of Exploration at
Nationallranian Oil Company (NIOC) Hendisaid inapress
conference on Monday afternoon.

“There are about 40 oil reservoirs discovered and
developed in the country, which indicates that the
exploration sector is doing better than production
and development,” Hendisaid.“Based on our Five-Year
Development Plan, we have had good achievementsin
exploration of oiland gasreservoirs, so thatwe nowrank
firstinterms of oiland gasreservesin the world.”

The NOIC official added thatinitial exploration of oil
and gas fields continues over more than 60 percent of

the country, butexcavating wellsare carried outonly in
the Persian Gulfregion, southwestand northeastofthe
country.

Gasreservoirs are identified in the Oman Sea, he said,
whileaddingthatthoseresourcesarelocated atadepth
0f800 metersbelow the surface, where excavationis very
expensive.

Hendi added that the success rate for exploration
operations stands above 60 percent.

The NOIC official added the newly re-imposed US
sanctions againstIran oil sector have had no effects on
exploration operations, and the projects are continuing
asusual.

He furthernoted, onthe contrary, the sanctions haveled
Iranto self-sufficiencyin producingequipmentforoiland
gasproduction.

Earlier on October 20, Head of the Society of Iranian
Petroleum Industries Equipment Manufacturers Reza
Khayyamian said dozens of European companies have
voiced willingness to cooperate with Iranin developing
itsoilindustry despite USsanctions.

“110 small and mid-sized European companies have
declared preparednesstostartjointventures with Iranian
firmsand startoperationinIran’soiland gasindustries,”
Khayyamianadded.He said thatIranintendstoinvite the
European companies to hold talks with fellow Iranian
firmstostartjointventurestoimplementprojectsinthe
country.

Car Prices Double!

Armenia Setto Boost Gas Imports

from Iran

Armenian Ambassador to Tehran Artashes Tumanyan

said thathis countryis afterimporting more gas from

Iran, voicing Yerevan's readiness toincrease electricity

exportto [ran.Armenian Ambassadorto Iran Artashes

Tumanyan said on Monday thathis countryisinterested

toimportmore gas from Iran.

Addressing a meeting themed “Iran-
Armenia Ties, Opportunities and
Challenges”, he added that recent
political developmentin Yerevan have
had noimpacton the country’s foreign
policy.

He also voiced his country’s readiness
forincreasing exports of electricity to
Iran, hoping that the two countries’
exchangeswould rise in near future.

As to Washington’s pressure on Yerevan
toreduce relations with Iran, he said,
“The US has talked with Armenia about
Tehran-Yerevan ties, as they have
understood that Tehranrelations are of
high significance for us.”

Meanwhile, Chairman of Iran-Armenia
Friendship Society Mohammad Reza
Damavandi complained that despite
high historic and political relations in
the cultural and media fields, the two
countries have failed to widen their
relations to desirable levels.

While Tehran and Yerevan have seta
target of one billion dollars, they have
had only 200 to 250 million dollars in
trade exchanges, he said.

Earlier in min-August, Iranian Deputy
Energy Minister Homayoun Haeri
announced that Tehran and Yerevan
are currently working hard to finalize
implementation of the third power
transmissionline from Iran to Armenia.
“Taking timely measures for
implementation of the third power
transmission line from Iran to Armenia
isone of the mostimportant parts of
Iran-Armeniabilateral and multilateral

”

cooperation,” Haeri said after his
meeting with Armenian Minister of
Energy Infrastructures and Natural
Resources Artur Grigoryan in Yerevan
on Friday.

The Iranian deputy energy minister said
thatduring his meeting with Grigoryan,
the Armenian minister underlined that
theimportance of finalizing the project
of construction of the third high-voltage
Iran-Armenia power transmission line.
Grigoryan, who serves also as a co-
chairman of the Armenian-Iranian
intergovernmental commission, noted
thatin the contextof intensification
of economic cooperation between
Tehran and Yerevan, construction ofa
high-voltage power transmission line
between Armenia and Georgia can play
aseriousrole.

The sides also exchanged views on
the agreements reached at the 15th
meeting of the Armenian-Iranian
intergovernmental commission held
in Yerevanin 2018. [t was stressed that
the intergovernmental commission
hasaspecial missionin deepeningand
expandingtrade and economicrelations
between the countries.

Both sides stressed the importance of
the need to intensify mutual visits, which
help find effective solutions to problems
arisingintheimplementation ofjoint
projects.Iran and Armenia signed four
agreements in the fields of economy,
customs and sports agreements in
February.

The four cooperation agreements in the
fields of economy, customs and sports
were inked at the closing ceremony of
15th Summit ofJoint Commission of Iran
and Armenia Cooperation.

Earlier this year, Iranian Energy
Minister Reza Ardakanian had placed
special emphasis on the necessity of
steering public and private sectors to
increase transaction volume and joint
investment.
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